
 

DELEGATES MEETING 

14-15 September 2020 

By ZOOM 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Calvin Carpenter was introduced by Dr. Garvin and assured the committee that the work of 

the AKC/CHF was continuing despite the circumstances imposed by the Pandemic.   There had 

been an initial financial impact on account of the decline in the stock market, but this proved 

temporary.   2020 goals for research funding have been met.   Forty-nine grants in 21 research 

areas have been funded for a total of $3.1 million.   There are currently 152 active grants 

representing $10.6 in funding.   Of 86 new proposals received in the first quarter of 2020, 13 

have completed scientific review and 73 are being processed by staff.   An open solicitation for 

proposals in canine epilepsy has been issued.   Twenty-nine new scientific publications so far 

this year resulted from work funded by the AKC/CHF.   Although laboratory research was largely 

shut down by the onset of the Pandemic, it is beginning to resume now.   (Please see this link 

for the “2020 Year-to-Date Scientific Program Highlights.”)       

https://www.akcchf.org/assets/files/AKC-CHF-YTD-Annual-Summary-September-2020-AKC-

Delegates.pdf 

In the area of education, two new theriogenology fellowships have been funded, one at 

Virginia/Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine and one at the University of Florida.   

Proposals are being requested from four veterinary schools for clinician scientist fellowships 

next year.  A new quarterly publication aimed primarily at veterinary clinicians has been 

initiated.   Five webinars have been presented thus far in 2020, with an additional 4 planned.   

Planning has begun for the AKC/CHF Parent Club Health Conference scheduled for 13-15 August 

2021 in St. Louis, MO.   Chair Hamil suggested that provision might have to be made for 

presenting the program virtually. 

Fundraising is ongoing, led by the 25th Anniversary Campaign.   There is currently a Donor 

Advised Fund challenge to Parent Clubs.   Those clubs who contribute either $25,000 or one-

fourth of their total Donor Advised Fund amount to research will receive special recognition.    

An endowment campaign has begun.    This year’s Canine and Cocktails fund-raiser has been 

cancelled because of the Pandemic.   Past contributors are urged to consider contributing an 

amount consistent with their previous contributions to this event directly to the AKC/CHF. 
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Eddie Dziuk reported on OFA and the CHIC program.   Since December 2019 six thousand new 

CHIC numbers have been issued.   After a Pandemic-induced low in OFA submissions in April, 

there has been a rebound during the last two months.   Two new breeds have been added: the 

French Spaniel and the Treeing Walker Coonhound.   Contributions to the OFA DNA-repository 

have fallen owing to the cancellation of Parent Club national specialties.   Chair Hamil suggested 

that Parent Clubs consider conducting blood DNA specimens at their national specialties next 

year.   Eddie Dziuk pointed out that this was an especially effective means of jump-starting 

research proposals which might require genetic data.   As an example, he state that Collie club 

had launched a sample collection at the time that an epilepsy proposal for research in this area 

was being reviewed by AKC/CHF so that when the proposal was actually funded, the 

investigators could begin immediate work with the pre-collected DNA samples. 

Member Marg Pough suggested that Parent Clubs consider paying for blood collection, shipping 

and OFA fees in order to encourage their members to contribute specimens from their dogs.  

This approach has worked well for the Border Terrier club. 

Effective 10/01/2020 the procedure for “cardiac clearance” by OFA will be changed.   A “Basic 

Cardiac Exam” can be provided by any licensed veterinarian based on auscultatory findings, but 

“Advanced Cardiac Clearance” will require examination by a veterinary cardiologist to include 

an echocardiogram in addition to the clinical exam.    

 

Keith Frazier reported on Mari-Beth’s work in veterinary student outreach.  Six “lunch and 

learn” sessions had been conducted with veterinary students prior to the onset of the 

Pandemic, which made in-person presentations impossible.  However, presentations in Zoom 

format will resume on 09/16/2020, with 10 sessions scheduled through 11/16/2020 and 

including veterinary schools at Tufts, Texas A & M, Auburn, Ohio State, Washington State, 

North Carolina State, Lincoln Memorial, Michigan State, Purdue, and Kansas State. 

As restrictions imposed by the Pandemic are lifted, clubs interested in sponsoring dog show 

tours, as first promoted by Delegate Anne Bowes and the Ladies Kennel Club, can contact Mari-

Beth O’Neill at mbo@akc.org or at 919-816-3789 for guidance. 

The AKC Humane Fund has awarded scholarships to five full time students pursuing fields of 

study which will either contribute to the well-being of dogs or promote responsible dog 

ownership.  The AKC has awarded $25,000 in veterinary scholarships, two at North Carolina 

State and two at U. Penn.    

Chair Hamil  expressed the appreciation of the Canine Health Committee for all of Mari-Beth’s 

work as well as the educational contributions of AKC, the AKC Humane Fund, and the AKC/CHF 

in fostering increasingly positive relationships with veterinary students and the veterinary 

community as whole—far better relationships than were present a decade ago. 
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Eddie Dziuk reported on the work of the ad hoc Genetic Testing Committee, established by AKC 

Board Member William Feeney, initially chaired by Dr. Jerome Bell and then by Dr. Anita 

Oberbauer, whose work, funded by the AKC/CHF was accomplished within 14 months.   A white 

paper will be presented at the Delegate Forum by Dr. Oberbauer and then published by the 

AKC.   Dr. Oberbauer’s presentation will be supplemented by additional sections written by 

Eddie Dziuk (introduction), Susan Hamil and Patti Strand (the breeder’s perspective), Mark 

Dunn (registration implications), and Dr. Mathew Breen with Pamela Rosman. 

Chair Hamil commented that AKC registration is moving to a SNP process for parenting 

genetics.  Specimens will be submitted to the processing laboratory rather than being 

submitted through AKC, which will make the turn-around much shorter. 

 

Joellen Gregory, with the assistance of Dr. Matthew Breen of N.C State, has developed a 

template for the creation of a serum heritage bank, based on her work with the Otterhound 

club.   This will be forwarded the delegates for possible use by other Parent Clubs.   Thus far, 

there are 14 specimens in the Otterhound semen bank. 

 

Inasmuch as Mark Dunn could not be present today, some questions about the AKC 

Marketplace puppy listings were deferred.   There is some concern that if no puppies of the 

desired breed are available, the program automatically suggests another breed.    

Chair Hamil pointed out that those breeders who did not use the Marketplace to advertise their 

puppies were missing an opportunity to interact with and, in so doing, educate the purchasing 

public.   She had received 150 inquiries for a recent litter. 

Keith Frazier reported that there had been recent phishing attacks on some breeders listing on 

the Marketplace.   He stated that their goal was to interpose themselves between the selling 

breeders and the puppy-buying public by coopting the breeders’ websites.   He emphasized 

that the AKC would never ask for identifying information or passwords via email.   AKC is 

continuing to investigate the feasibility of 2-factor authentication despite some recent 

difficulties with attempts at introduction of this system. 

Dr. Garvin reported a significant increase in registrations, AKC.org utilization (up 75%) and 

Marketplace visits (up 82%) during the Pandemic. 

Harvey Mohrenweiser expressed his concern that Parent Club breeder referrals were becoming 

irrelevant due to websites maintained by individual breeders as well as to Facebook-based 

advertising.   Members of Parent Clubs are breeding less frequently, and member numbers for 

many Parent Clubs are declining.    Clubs seem to concentrate their attention more on judges’ 

education than on mentoring breeders belonging to their clubs, a matter which should be given 

greater priority if a long-term view is taken.  
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Sharon Steckler represents the Canine Health Committee on a sub-committee of the Parent 

Club Committee, the “Parent Club Breeder Subcommittee,” which is formulating guidelines for 

parent clubs who wish to form or enhance their breeder mentoring programs. 

 

Eddie Dziuk is working with some of the brachycephalic breeds to obtain licensing of a breeding 

protocol, developed in the UK and directed at reducing the incidence of BOAS (brachycephalic 

obstructive airway syndrome).   Dr. Bryden Stanley, Professor Emeritus at Michigan State, is 

acting as an advisor to make the protocol more applicable to U.S veterinary and breeding 

practices.  Training for veterinarians in the grading of severity of this condition is part of the 

protocol. 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

 

Chair, Pat Laurens, introduced those incumbent committee members running for re-election: 
Alan Kalter, Helen Prince, and Karen Burgess.   Don James read the biographical information 
submitted by other delegates who wished to be elected to the committee:  Katie Campbell, 
Richard Rohrbacher, and Maggi Strouse. 

Those parent club members who wish to sign-up for the Parent Club Conference List (a Google 
Group) should email Peter Piusz at ppiusz@ncap.rr.com .   Peter stated that the Parent Club 
Rescue List needs to be updated. 

Anne Bowes gave the AKC Government Relations report for Sheila Goff.   (I will ask Kerrie to 
email Sheila’s full report to our membership.)    Due partly to it being an election year, when 
elected officials wish to dispose of legislation in order to return home to campaign, and to the 
Pandemic, which seems to have disrupted nearly everything, there has been a great increase in 
legislative activity at all levels.   AKC Government Relations is currently monitoring 3300 federal, 
state, and local bills, a 50% increase over last year, with 630 pending bills, a 40% increase over 
last year.   They have issued “alerts” on 190 bills and given testimony, either in person in 
writing, on more than 175 bills.   Much of the legislation relates to the Pandemic in some way, 
often waiving liability for employers or event sponsors. 

AKC Government Relations has created two position papers on the importance of continuing 
veterinary and other dog care during the Pandemic and created a “COVID-19 Liability” key issue 
page on the AKC website.    

Anti-breeder harassment activities should be reported to AKC Government Relations 
immediately.    A “confident puppy” course has been developed for the Detection Dog Program.    
Government Relations continues to work with service dog organizations and transportation 
agencies to develop an appropriate certification program. 

The AKC PAC if offering labelled face masks as a fundraising activity--$12 per mask. 
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Helen Prince reported that archivist Bryne White was no longer employed by the AKC.   If 
information regarding the archives is needed, contact bud.boccone@akc.org . 

 

Peter Piusz reported that 6 additional breed health statements have been accepted and are 
awaiting posting on the web site. 

 

Pat Laurens reported that as of 09/11/2020, 433 clubs have participated in raising 
$1,653,842.72, which, with $650,00 donated by AKC Reunite, makes a total of $2,303,842.72 
raised.   90 trailers have been deployed to 29 states.   13 trailers are currently being built, with 6 
clubs actively fund-raising for additional trailers.   Since 05/30/2020 six trailers have been 
deployed to active wildfire areas in Oregon, Arizona, and Riverside and San Diego Counties in 
California. 

 

AKC Staff Member Mari-Beth O’Neill reported on veterinary outreach activities, which I have 
covered in the Canine Health Committee report.   She emphasized the importance of active 
participation by Chief Veterinary Officer, Jerry Klein, in engaging the interest of veterinary 
students.   AKC veterinary scholarship recipients have proven to be important contacts in 
arranging for presentations at veterinary schools. 

From March to July live daily webinars for judges had been presented by Parent Clubs, then 
switching to weekly presentations.    These have been very popular with judges and helps them 
to add additional breeds.   Parent Clubs who have not presented a webinar are asked to contact 
Tim Thomas in Judging Operations to arrange a presentation. 

Mari-Beth is also the staff member on an All-Breed Clubs sub-committee, of which Nancy Fisk is 
the chair which is working on best practices for assisting all clubs with “attracting, engaging, 
and retaining” junior members.   She stated that the AKC allows juniors to be paid working for 
handlers but not for actually showing dogs. 

Following phishing attacks on the AKC Marketplace, now blocked, the AKC has tried to move to 
two-factor authentication for those signing-on to the website.   Unforeseen problems have 
produced a delay in the introduction of this security program. 

 

Helen Prince reported that a letter will soon be sent out to Parent Clubs regarding access to an 
AKC Events Department list of show sites, together with evaluations of those sites by clubs 
previously using them.   Show site reports by clubs following their national specialties are 
important in keeping this list relevant.  A special code will be needed by each club accessing this 
information. 
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Connie Butherus stated that a survey would be sent to Parent Clubs in October, seeing 
information on 10 areas of club activities, with the goal of developing best practices.   It is 
hoped that this would assist Parent Clubs in becoming Member Clubs. 

 

Karen Burgess reported that the recommendations of the “Reaching Out when Fanciers are in 
Need” sub-committee would soon be sent out.   The report had been previously submitted to 
Parent Club Committee members but was not reviewed in the meeting.   It seems that 
considerable interaction between Parent Clubs and local clubs will be required for effective 
intervention. 

 

Anne Bowles presented the “Parent Club Breeders’ Sub-committee” Report.   She stated that 
committee members represented more than 500 years of breeding experience.   The goal is to 
increase the breeding of purebred dogs by members of the fancy.   Attention is directed to the 
excellent breeder’s education courses on the Canine College section of the AKC website.   This is 
under “Expert Advice.”   Interviews with well established breeders who have been awarded 
Breeder of the Year in each group in past years will be posted in this area as well.   Parent Clubs 
are strongly urged to establish Breeders’ Education Committees with the same care and 
attention as is devoted to Judges’ Education Committees.   Guidelines to Parent Clubs in this 
area are soon to be sent out.     

 

Alan Kalter reviewed the history leading up to the reading of a bylaws change which will occur 
at this Delegate Meeting and which will prohibit Regional Specialty clubs from becoming AKC 
Member Clubs.   Of the 1853 “local,” as AKC calls them specialty clubs, 23 are currently AKC 
Member Clubs, the last having been approved in 1945.   The fear at this time, the stimulus for 
the arising of which is not evident to me, is that a local or “regional,” as we term them, 
Specialty Club, after become a member club, will offer a vehicle for discontented Parent Club 
members to cause trouble by challenging the Parent Clubs position as representing the 
interests of that breed.    This bylaws change is unanimously supported by members of the 
Parent Club Committee. 

 

On the other hand, there seems to be widespread report for a bylaws change which will allow 
Parent Clubs to hold two national specialties in 2021, including, if they so choose, the ability to 
award Winner’s Dog and Winner’s Bitch points to the reserve winners, their being enough dogs 
entered to meet the established requirements.   This bylaws change will also be read at this 
Delegate Meeting. 

 

Kirsten Balhke, AKC staff member in charge of the AKC Marketplace, reported on a recent 
survey of Parent Clubs, which revealed that most clubs were unaware of all of the features 



 

available to puppy breeders advertising on the Marketplace.   Clubs were not very aware of the 
ability of their ability to verify advertisers’ claims of Parent Club membership and compliance 
with recommended health testing through use of the “tool” made available to Parent Clubs for 
this purpose.   There were also unaware of the advertiser’s ability to make direct contact with 
potential puppy-buyers via the Marketplace, including the ability to forward application forms 
requiring buyer information directly to potential buyers via the Marketplace.    Other little-
known features of the Marketplace include the ability to upload multiple photos at one time, 
the ability to tag or label photos, and the fact that if photos are not posted by the breeder, a 
line-drawing of that breed’s appearance will automatically appear instead. 

A much-desired feature has been for the appearance of an advertisement for the relevant 
Parent Club on the Marketplace page(s) for that breed.   This feature is now being added, 
beginning with the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club. 

 

The Forum was presented by Professor Anita Oberbauer, University of California, David: 
“Current State of Genetic Testing—a Living Resource.”   This will be updated periodically, with 
the goal of giving owners, breeders, and dog fanciers the most recent information relative to 
genetic testing.    Dr. Oberbauer presented a summary of the complete paper, which is posted 
on the AKC Canine Health Foundation website, together with 4 additional papers presenting the 
implications of this information from a variety of standpoints.   
https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/review-of-the-current-
state.html 

I will briefly summarize Dr. Oberbaurer’s presentation, which, it may be hoped, will eventually 
be posted on the AKC/CHF website as a podcast.   I would strongly encourage anyone 
interested in the subject, which should be everyone interested in dogs, to read the actual 
paper.   Dr. Oberbauer stressed the difference between a “simple” genetic test, where the 
presence of a mutation is both necessary and sufficient for expression of the altered trait or 
disease in the dog with more complex tests.   For example, the test for the presence of the 
SOD1 gene, necessary but not sufficient for the appearance of degenerative myelopathy, is an 
example of a “risk test” rather than a definitive test.   This must be a very old mutation, pre-
dating the formation of most of our current breeds, since it is present in 7.8% of mixed breed 
dogs and 5.4% of purebred dogs and is the most common known mutation.   Despite its 
frequency, only isolated dogs develop the disease.   The University of Missouri has accumulated 
genetic date on 30,000 dogs representing 120 breeds.   The SOD1 gene is present in 94% of 
Wire Fox Terriers but this breed does not and will not have clinically affected degenerative 
myelopathy cases.   Boxers may have a frequency of up to 87% of the SOD1 gene, but fewer 
than 1% will be affected.   There are breeds where the disease is more common, but presence 
of the SOD1 mutation should never be used for selective breeding in those breeds not known to 
have confirmed cases of degenerative myelopathy.   Since the clinic presentation of this 
disorder may be simulated by several other conditions, a “confirmed case” requires post-
mortem pathology studies of the spinal cord.   Australian Terriers have a frequency of 
approximately 50% of the SOD1 gene, but pathologically confirmed cases are unknown.   (The 
Australian Terrier Trust will pay for an autopsy and study of the spinal cord by a 
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neuropathologist for any Australian Terrier where degenerative myelopathy is the suspected 
cause of death.)   On the other hand, in breeds susceptible to the disease, and especially with a 
positive family history, testing for the SOD1 gene can be helpful, since, if it is absent, 
degenerative myelopathy will not occur. 

If “risk gene” testing, such as that for SOD1 is performed out of context, it may therefore lead 
to the inappropriate exclusion of desirable dogs from the gene pool of a breed not susceptible 
to the disease as well as “finger-pointing” by an uninformed puppy-buyer at the breeder.   This 
type of situation may arise more frequently as multiple panel techniques of genetic testing 
become more commonly used.   Testing laboratories, currently unregulated, may not provide 
owners with the appropriate context for the results obtained.    

As if this is not complex enough, “susceptibility genes” have been identified.   Although the 
mutation may be neither necessary nor sufficient for the disorder to occur, there may be an 
increased risk due to an association of the genetic abnormality with the disease.  These have 
been termed “liability” genes.    

An interplay of several genes may be required for the appearance of a disease.  The occurrence 
of dermatomyositis in collies and shelties has been shown to occur with particular 
combinations of the alleles of 3 different genes in those breeds.   This is a circumstance in which 
expert genetic counselling is required for informed breeding. 

Dr. Oberbauer pointed out that genetic diversity in breeds is generally regarded as desirable.   
However, diversity testing is complicated.   For both humans and dogs, 99.9% of the genetic 
material is common to the species.  Breeding primarily for diversity may eliminate fixed alleles 
for health.   She suggests that rather than seeking to eliminate dogs from a breeding program, 
use in the program but avoid using over-popular sires. 

Genetic testing for breed ancestors depends heavily on what dogs that particular lab has 
previously tested just as human ancestry testing becomes more accurate with an increasing 
number of humans tested.    

SNP array technologies are rapid and easy to apply, but the results need to be validated for 
specific assays to sequence the genes and confirm the tests. 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

 

Chairman’s Report by Dr. Thomas M. Davies: 

Some conformation shows have been held with participants observing “social distancing” and 
wearing “face coverings.”   Several virtual events have been held as well.  78 Parent Clubs have 
thus far presented webinars on judging their breeds to a total of 2300 judges.   This program 
began in March and is now offered weekly on Monday evenings.   On September 17, 11 a.m. to 
3:15 p.m. EDT, Responsible Dog Day will be held as a Facebook event.    Fanciers are asked to 



 

participate.   Given the huge increase in members of the public seeking to buy puppies, 
purebred dog breeders are asked to help those inquiring locate quality breeders if they do not 
themselves have puppies available. 

 

President’s Report by Dennis Sprung: 

“Visionary” awards were presented to long term AKC staff members, including Executive Vice 
Presidents Mark Dunn (Registration) and Doug Ljungren (Sports & Events), Dr. Mary Burch (AKC 
Author and Certified Animal Behaviorist), Shelia Goffe (Government Relations), Mari-Beth 
O’Neill (Sports Services), and Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary.    Those champions qualifying 
for Crufts at the AKC Championship Show this December, will be allowed to enter the Crufts 
show in 2022.    

 

Financial Report by Ted Phillips: 

Through 08/01/2020, litter registrations were 185,758 (a 7% increase since this time last year) 
and dog registrations were 470,733 (a 16% increase).   Dog registrations this August exceeded 
all previous August registrations since 2017. 

There have been 59% fewer AKC events held year-to-date than in 2019. 

Year-to-date total operating revenue was $47,367 million, with a net operating income of 
$6,805 million as compared with $45,334 million and $3,084 million at this time in 2019.    

of Overall expenses were down 15% this year with a year-to-date return on investments of 
1.56%, as compared with the benchmark index of -2.33%. 

Total liabilities + net assets are $135,453 million, as compared with $168,463 million last year.   
The decrease is primarily due to pay-off of leases and write-down of expenses due to relocation 
of the N.Y. office and the Museum of the Dog. 

 

Voting by the Delegates: 

Voting for candidates for the Delegate Standing Committees was conducted via Survey Monkey; 
I was pleased to be retained as member of the Canine Health Committee. 

Several votes were conducted relative to amendments to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows.    
With reference to those addressing substantive issues rather than clarifying or simplifying the 
Rules, a proposal to created a Bred-by-Exhibitor Puppy Class was defeated and a controversial 
proposal which would have removed the requirement for an injury to have occurred for an 
Event Committee to disqualify a dog that has attacked a person or dog at its event, and it 
believes presents a hazard to persons or other dogs was also defeated.   Terrier breeds in 
particular were concerned that “sparring” or other behaviors characteristic of terriers might be 



 

misinterpreted as inappropriate aggression.   Delegates for performance event clubs pointed 
out the risks to their dogs presented by their being off leash for some exercises and will 
continue to seek increased disciplinary measures for overly aggressive dogs participating in 
performance events. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

10 October 2020 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 


