
 

DELEGATES MEETING 

17-18 November 2020 and 02 December 2020 

By ZOOM 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Calvin Carpenter was introduced by Dr. Garvin and reported that research activity, which 
had largely shut down due to the Pandemic between mid-March and July, had resumed.  More 
than 50 new proposals, accounting for $3.3 million in funding, have been approved during 
2020.   A report on these grants will be issued by year’s end.   Research areas included are 
epilepsy, oncology, musculo-skeletal, gastroenterology, and endocrinology.  Donor-matching 
programs during the year have been funded by AKC for donor advised funds and by the German 
Shepherd Dog Foundation for hemangiosarcoma. 

Dr. Oberbauer’s September presentation on genetic testing has been well received and can be 
accessed on the AKC/CHF website.   https://www.akcchf.org/educational-
resources/library/articles/review-of-the-current-state.html     Dr. Oberbauer will be the guest of 
honor at an AKC/CHF virtual event in January celebrating the CHF’s 25th year.   An awards 
presentation will be included.    

Planning for the AKC/CHF Parent Club Health Conference, scheduled for the 13-15 August in St. 
Louis, is well underway.   Although it is hoped that this will be an in-person event, virtual back-
up will be available.   Eighteen speakers have been scheduled, and all presentations will have a 
“One Health” focus. 

Dr. Carpenter reminded everyone that this has been a tough year financially for nonprofit 
organizations and that it would be greatly appreciated if everyone could make those 
contributions which they would have otherwise made at the Canines and Cocktails event, now 
sadly cancelled, directly to the AKC Canine Health Foundation. 

 

Eddie Dziuk reported on the OFA and CHIC.   The Cardiac Certification Program has been 
divided into a “basic exam,” which can be performed by any veterinarian performing 
auscultation of the heart; and an “advanced cardiac exam,” which must be performed by a 
veterinary cardiologist and include an echocardiogram.    Changes were effective on 
10/01/2020.   https://www.ofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CARDIAC-CHANGES-
REVISED-0908.pdf     This change was made at the direction of the cardiology group of the 
American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine. 
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In regard to the CHIC program, two new breeds, the French Spaniel and the Treeing Walker 
Coonhound have been added, and two additional are pending:  the Shiloh Shepherd and the 
Japanese Akita Inu. 

By March 2020, 30,000 DNA samples had been banked, but submissions have greatly declined 
owing to the cancellation of many National Specialties, traditionally a venue for the collection 
of multiple specimens.   However, health testing has increased parallel to the significant 
increases in AKC dog and litter registrations (dogs up 9%, litters up 18%, compared to last year). 

Chair Susan Hamil wished to draw attention to a significant genetics presentation by Dr. Jerold 
S. Bell, Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, first presented at the 
AVMA July virtual conference.    https://tufts.box.com/s/69xfvpfuhoevc6evf6xv75jne8qiczdl   
The information presented focuses on population genetics and the danger associated with 
eliminating otherwise suitable dogs from a breeding program purely on the basis of genetic 
testing.  This is complementary to Dr. Oberbauer’s presentation, and the committee hopes that 
it might be posted on the AKC/CHF website. 

Dr. Battaglia pointed out the scientific importance of these two genetic presentations and 
recommend that every kennel club make their members aware of these resources.   Dr. Garvin 
emphasized their importance in providing a firm scientific foundation by which dog fanciers 
might better judge the claims of commercial genetics testing providers in terms of their impact 
on breeding programs. 

Keith Frazier reported on Mari-Beth O’Neill’s activities in veterinary outreach.  Mari-Beth 
contacted the newest veterinary school (University of Arizona) and introduced them to the 
veterinary outreach program as well as to the Delegate of the Tucson Kennel Club.    

AKC hosted a Breeder of Excellence webinar on November 7.   Over 300 registered with more 
than 180 participating throughout the day.   Seminar presentations will be posted on the Canine 
College site and are available at $20 per presentation.   Feedback has been extremely positive 
and additional webinars in this format are planned. 

 

Seventeen “lunch and learn” sessions were completed in 2019 and six during the first two 

months of 2020 (Wisconsin, LSU, Midwestern, Tuskegee, Illinois, and Florida).  The onset of the 

Pandemic forced a switch to virtual meetings, of which 14 were presented during the months of 

September-November (Tufts, Texas A & M, Auburn, Ohio State, Washington State, NC State, 

Purdue, Lincoln Memorial, Mississippi State, Michigan State, Georgia, Penn, Kansas State, and 

Oklahoma State).   Since lunch could no longer be provided, gift cards were sent to the students 

as well as spiral-bound illustrated breed guides, and the sessions were switched to evening 

hours, more convenient for the students than the lunch hour and with more time available for 

Q & A.    Dr. Klein, AKC Chief Veterinary Officer, was present for all of these sessions.   

Attendance usually ranged from 30 to 50 students, and feedback was positive.   During 

December, Mari-Beth will begin contacting veterinary schools to arrange next year’s sessions.    

https://tufts.box.com/s/69xfvpfuhoevc6evf6xv75jne8qiczdl


 

The committee expressed its appreciate to Mari-Beth for her outreach to veterinary students.  

As Chair Susan Hamil stated, Mari-Beth’s efforts as well as Eddie Dziuk’s work with veterinary 

students at the AKC Parent Club Conferences seemed to have reversed the attitude of the 

students toward purebred dogs and purebred dog breeders. 

The AKC Humane Fund announced the winners of the 2020 Sir John D. Spurling scholarships on 

August 24.   Recipients included students at NC State College of Veterinary Medicine, Auburn 

University, Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine, U. of Minnesota College of Veterinary 

Medicine, and Colby Community College.   On August 5, AKC announced the 15 recipients of 

2020 veterinary scholarships, to students at Tufts, Purdue, U. Penn (2), Oklahoma State, N.C. 

State (2), U. of Florida, Washington State, Auburn, Virginia-Maryland Regional College, Kansas 

State, U. Missouri, Michigan State, and Lincoln Memorial University. 

Keith Frazier reported that the AKC Marketplace had many fewer dogs listed, but a 1/3 increase 

in visitors looking for puppies due to the Pandemic-related demand. 

 

Chair Susan Hamil suggested that an algorithm was need for breeders faced with a major 

health issue in one of their dogs or, especially, in a puppy they had sold.   Some systematic 

approach is needed.  Should blood be drawn on the affected dog as well as relatives and sent to 

OFA?   What should the purchasers be told which might stop the apparently inevitable cycle of 

finger-pointing on social media with perhaps the result that all related dogs be permanently 

excluded from future breeding?   Some systematic approach is needed.   More discussion is 

planned for the March committee meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Sharon Steckler reported on the work of the Parent Club Committee’s Breeder Development 

Subcommittee, which evolved from the originally titled Sustainability Subcommittee morphing 

into the Breeder Subcommittee.   The liability associated with “expert” breeders giving online 

advice was being explored.   Involving Juniors in breeding programs and in breeding education 

seemed to be advisable.   The AKC Board had been asked, through Board member Michael 

Knight, to investigate the problem of deleting co-owners without their knowledge when 

registration ownership changes were made.   Katie Campbell has been trying to arrange 

interviews with “iconic breeders,” as exemplified by AKC Breeder of the Year awards, but AKC 

TV was uninterested.   Larry Sorensen has prepared a letter for professional handlers, which will 

be sent out by the AKC, apparently to encourage handlers to breed dogs themselves and to 

encourage the owners of the dogs which they are handling to become breeders.    

Joellen Gregory and Eddie Dziuk are members of a committee which is working to develop best 

practices by which clubs might encourage Juniors to become involved in AKC events and to 

continue these activities once they “age-out.”    



 

Chair Susan Hamel encouraged all breeders to proactively visit the AKC website information on 

anti-Breeder harassment.   https://www.akcgr.org/harassment    Advance knowledge of how to 

react is the best preparation. 

 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

 

This meeting occupied only one-half of the allotted time.   A real deficiency in conducting the 
delegate committee meetings by Zoom is that questions and input from those delegates 
attending cannot be conveyed to the committee.   Only members of the committee can be seen 
and heard. 

Those parent club members who wish to sign-up for the Parent Club Conference List (a Google 
Group) should email Peter Piusz at ppiusz@ncap.rr.com .   Peter has been trying to find the list 
of the 450 rescue groups who have been recommended to the AKC by parent clubs, but, thus 
far, no list.   The online Parent Club Rescue List needs to be updated with Peter if there are any 
changes.    Peter also noted that legislation banning dock and crop are pending in the N.Y. and 
New Hampshire legislatures, but these have not been brought forward. 

Anne Bowes gave the AKC Government Relations report for Sheila Goff.   AKC Government 
Relations is currently monitoring 3300 federal, state, and local bills, a 50% increase over last 
year, with 630 pending bills, a 40% increase over last year.   They have issued “alerts” or 
provided testimony, either in person or in writing, on more than 200 bills, up 46% since last 
year.   https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ 

They have also reviewed 753 proposed administrative rule changes and posted more than 300 
blogs on current legal issues—see  https://cqrcengage.com/akc/gr-blogs.   Much of the 
legislation relates to the Pandemic in some way, often waiving liability for employers or event 
sponsors.  There is a “COVID-19 Liability” key issue page on the AKC website.   
https://akcgr.org/akc/covidliability 

Any anti-breeder harassment activities should be reported to AKC Government Relations 
immediately.    http://www.akcgr.org/harassment 

The patriotic puppy program has presented courses to breeders and trainers as part of an effort 
to increase the supply of detection dogs from American sources. 

Peter Piusz reported that 6 additional breed health statements have been accepted and are 
awaiting posting on the web site. 

 

Pat Laurens reported that as of 09/11/2020, 433 clubs have participated in raising 
$1,653,842.72, which, with $650,00 donated by AKC Reunite, makes a total of $2,303,842.72 

https://www.akcgr.org/harassment
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raised.   90 trailers have been deployed to 29 states.   13 trailers are currently being built, with 6 
clubs actively fund-raising for additional trailers.   Since 05/30/2020 six trailers have been 
deployed to active wildfire areas in Colorado, Oregon, Arizona, and Riverside and San Diego 
Counties in California. 

 

AKC Staff Member Mari-Beth O’Neill reported on veterinary outreach activities, which I have 
covered in the Canine Health Committee report.    

Mari-Beth is also the staff member on an All-Breed Clubs sub-committee, of which Nancy Fisk is 
the chair which is working on best practices for assisting all clubs with “attracting, engaging, 
and retaining” junior members.   On account of decreased dog show activities during the 
Pandemic, juniors no longer automatically “age-out” at 18 but may continue to participate until 
age 19 or 12/31/2021, whichever occurs sooner.   Parent Clubs have been urged to add a 
contact for matters relative to juniors (“Junior Advocate”) when submitting their list of new 
officers to the AKC. 

Helen Prince that the Parent Club Subcommittee on Specialty Show Sites had worked with AKC 
staff to update the show site reports, which should be submitted by Parent Clubs following 
each specialty, and to make the information collected more useful to clubs searching for a 
suitable site.   The web site make be accessed at:  https://webapps.akc.org/site-locator/#/ 

Don James chairs a Parent Club subcommittee which had producing a document outlining “best 
practices” for Parent Clubs.   The subcommittee include members from many Parent Clubs as 
well as Mari-Beth O’Neill.    Don James also commented in regard to the up-coming delegate 
vote in the question of the possibility of local or regional specialty clubs becoming member 
clubs that it had been a local Leonberger club which had applied for AKC membership, thus re-
raising a question which had been regarded as previously settled.   

Alan Kalter briefly outline the history of this issue.   He states that no local or regional breed 
club had been permitted to become a member club for 75 years, prior to which time 20 such 
clubs had been admitted to membership.   20 years ago, in an attempt to clarify the AKC bylaws 
by AKC Chair Ron Menaker and others, the previously admitted clubs were permitted to retain 
membership but no additional local or regional member clubs were allowed to join.  However, 
in this process, one chapter of the bylaws had been overlooked, and the current bylaw 
amendment, to be voted on by the Delegates at this upcoming meeting, is intended to bring 
this chapter into alignment with the remainder of the bylaws.   

Chair Pat Laurens commented on the problems which having multiple clubs representing a 
breed would present in terms of defining the breed standard, promoting the breed, and 
enforcing adherence to the policies and procedures established by the Parent Club for each 
breed.   There is also the possibility of conflicts between the local or regional breed club and the 
breed Parent Club 

Helen Burgess reported on the activities of yet another Parent Club subcommittee, this time 
addressing “reaching out when fanciers are in need.”   The information which they have 

https://webapps.akc.org/site-locator/#/


 

generated will be published in the next issue of Perspectives.    It is intended to help those who, 
on account of age, illness, or more dogs that they are able to care for, are unable to provide 
proper care for their dogs.    It is focused primarily on the needs of the dogs, either toward 
securing assistance to bring their care into compliance with the AKC Care and Conditions Policy 
or to safely rehoming the dogs.   In the circumstance of the Pandemic, this has become an 
important issue and one which it is recommended by addressed by all dog clubs through 
educational programs.    It encourages advance planning for the care of dogs in the event of 
incapacity of the owners.   Attention is directed to the “Incapacity Authorization Notice” form 
available on the AKC website:  https://images.akc.org/pdf/ASCU02.pdf 

Helen Prince reported that the Parent Club Subcommittee on Specialty Show Sites had worked 
with AKC staff to update the show site reports, which should be submitted by Parent Clubs 
following each specialty, and to make the information collected more useful to clubs searching 
for a suitable site.   The web site make be accessed at:  https://webapps.akc.org/site-locator/#/ 

Helen Prince also reported that a letter will soon be sent out to Parent Clubs regarding access 
to an AKC Events Department list of show sites, together with evaluations of those sites by 
clubs previously using them.   Show site reports by clubs following their national specialties are 
important in keeping this list relevant.  A special code will be needed by each club accessing this 
information. 

 

The subcommittee previously known as the “Sustainability” sub-committee morphed into the 
“Breeders” subcommittee when it was realized that what was most needed was more purebred 
dogs actually being bred, and finally into the “Breeder Development” sub-committee.  The need 
for the development of breeder education committees within Parent Clubs, parallel to judges’ 
education committees was emphasized.     It was also suggested that active breeders who are 
not club members be invited to join the parent club.   The committee is working with the AKC 
to enlist the help of professional handlers in encouraging active exhibitors to become breeders.   
Additional information courses for breeders have been added to the Canine College, available 
on the AKC website.    https://www.akc.org/breeder-programs/breeder-education/breeder-
education-courses/      Guidelines to Parent Clubs in this area are soon to be sent out in January. 

 

The Forum:  Candidates for Board of Directors, to be elected at the March 2021 meeting, 

answered questions previously submitted by the Delegates. 

 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

 

Chairman’s Report by Dr. Thomas M. Davies: 
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The 20th annual AKC National Championships will be presented in December in Orlando.  
Numerous measures have been taken in order to make the event safe for exhibitors.   82 Parent 
Clubs have thus far presented webinars on judging their breeds to a total of 2400 judges.   This 
program began in March and is now offered weekly on Monday evenings.   AKC staff has been 
busy working on innovative programs which can be accessed virtually. 

 

President’s Report by Dennis Sprung: 

More than 14,000 AKC events have been cancelled due to government mandates.   The 
December AKC National Championships has been well planned to be safe.  There will be live 
streaming of events, and ESPN will air them on ABC TV on Sunday June 17 at 5 p.m. EDT.   An 
agreement has been made with ESPN to air all future National Championships.   There are 8257 
entries in this year’s events, including 4086 in conformation, 769 in obedience and 609 in the 
National Owner Handlers Series. 

 

Financial Report by Ted Phillips 

Year-to-date numbers through 10/31/2020:  234,992 litters registered (up 9.4%) and 587,462 
dogs registered (up 17.7%).   This has been the best October since 2007.   Overall events have 
decreased by 48% and total entries by 54%.   Net income is $11.5 million, largely due to 
increased revenues in registration, pedigree fees, title reports, recording of owner transfers, 
and other related fees.   Event income is 15.5% less than budget, but this has been offset by 
cost containment measures.   Investment return has been +2.19% versus the reference 
investment index, which is -1.30%.   Total assets are $137,137 million as compared with 
$147,092 in 2019.   The decrease is primarily due to pay-off of leases and write-down of 
expenses due to relocation of the N.Y. office and the Museum of the Dog. 

 

Announcements: 

The AKC PAC had a 90% success rate in the election of candidates to whose campaigns they had 
contributed. 

On 02/12/2021 there will be a Virtual Night at the AKC Museum of the Dog honoring previous 
Board Chairman Ronald H. Menaker.   This will include a competition for “Champions for Our 
Cause,” by which dog clubs are encouraged to contribute to the museum as a team fund-raising 
exercise.  The club contributing the most will be honored with a plaque on the AKC Clubs Wall 
of Fame—the greater the contribution, the bigger the plaque. 

 

Voting by the Delegates: 



 

An amendment to the AKC Bylaws which would prohibit “local” (AKC term for “regional”) breed 

clubs from becoming AKC Member Clubs.   Although none had applied for 75 years, a recent 

application by a regional Leonberger club to become a member club triggered this amendment.   

The amendment passed so that, henceforth, membership in the AKC is limited to “all breed, 

group and national parent clubs.” 

Another amendment to the bylaws, which would eliminate balloting for unopposed Board 

candidates during the annual election, also passed. 

An amendment to the Dog Show Rules, which would permit a 2020 national Specialty to be 

held in 2021 in addition to a 2021 National Specialty, passed.   The Reserve Winners three-point 

major may be excluded from one or both of the National Specialties.  A similar amendment to 

the Field Trial Rules, with respect to the possibility of two National Field Trial Championships in 

2021, also passed.  

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

19 December 2020 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 

 


