
 

DELEGATES MEETING 

02-04 March 2021 and 09 March 2021 

By ZOOM 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Calvin Carpenter reviewed the Mission Statement and Goals of the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation.  Since its inception in 1955 the Foundation has awarded 1040 research grants 
totaling $59.5 million and supported 40 veterinary residencies and fellowships.   This research 
generated 828 publications in peer-reviewed journals, which have been cited over 30,000 
times.  Currently, there are 150 outstanding grants, the major areas being oncology, cardiology, 
neurology, and epilepsy.  During 2020, the Foundation awarded 53 new grants.   Twenty-four 
percent were in genetics, and 36% had one-health applicability.   84% were applicable to 
multiple breeds and 16% to specific breeds.  Thus far in 2021, 22 new grants have been funded 
with $1.2 million.   Although many research projects had been suspended during the Pandemic, 
these are beginning to resume activity.   The current research portfolio, including new grants 
added in 2021 is available on the AKC/CHF website.   https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-
research/ 

Dr. Oberbauer’s September presentation on genetic testing was updated in January and can be 
accessed on the AKC/CHF website.   https://www.akcchf.org/educational-
resources/library/articles/review-of-the-current-state.html      

Planning continues for the AKC/CHF Parent Club Health Conference, scheduled for August 13-15 
in St. Louis.   Although it is hoped that this will be an in-person event, there are contingency 
plans for a virtual event. 

 

Keith Frazier reported on Mari-Beth O’Neill’s activities in veterinary outreach.   Prior to the 
onset of the Pandemic, Mari-Beth was able to conduct 6 in-person meetings with veterinary 
students.  During the Pandemic, Mari-Beth has been able to schedule 14 virtual meetings, all 
presented by Dr. Klein, AKC Chief Veterinary Officer.   The virtual meetings have been popular 
as they are easier for the students to attend than the lunch-and-learn sessions.   Those students 
attending are sent gift cards and AKC Guides to dog breeds.   So far this year, 6 virtual meetings 
have been conducted at Virginia-Maryland, Florida, Missouri, Cornell and Western by Zoom and 
one at Colorado State by Microsoft Teams, the first virtual school visit using this technology.    
Keith presented a letter from the Theriogenology Club at CSU expressing great appreciation for 
the program.   Upcoming sessions are scheduled at Iowa, Tuskegee, LSU, Illinois, UC Davis, and 
Oregon.   A presentation with collaboration from CSU is planned at University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. 
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Veterinary scholarship applications have been sent to every veterinary school and are due back 
to the AKC in April.   Junior Scholarship applications are due back this week. 

Mari-Beth will host a “virtual booth” at the SCAVMA conference March 13-15.  Plans for other 
national conferences await lessening of COVID-19 restrictions.   As more dog show events 
become available, clubs are encouraged to coordinate a show tour for veterinarians, vet techs, 
and agriculture students.   Mari-Beth can provide help and handouts.  Contact:  
mailto:MBO@akc.org or call her at 919-816-3789. 

 

Eddie Dziuk reported no updates to OFA and CHIC activity since his November report.   He 
expressed some concern has to how the veterinary students ordinarily invited to the AKC/CHF 
Parent Club Health Conference might be involved if the conference were virtual.   The OFA 
ordinarily supports the travel and expenses of these students with a contribution of $25,000-
30,000, and Purina pays for their meals and lodging. 

Mr. Dziuk reiterated information on the new Cardiac Certification Program, which has been 
divided into a “basic exam,” which can be performed by any veterinarian performing 
auscultation of the heart; and an “advanced cardiac exam,” which must include an 
echocardiogram and be performed by a veterinary cardiologist.    Changes were effective on 
10/01/2020.   https://www.ofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CARDIAC-CHANGES-
REVISED-0908.pdf     This change was made at the direction of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine cardiology group.  However, during the Pandemic, the attendance 
of certifying veterinary cardiologists and ophthalmologists at dog shows has not occurred.  
Chair Hamil pointed out that their return to National Specialty shows might be delayed and 
noted that veterinary care has generally become difficult to access, especially visits to 
specialists. 

Mr. Dziuk reported that, primarily at the behest of Bulldog, French Bulldog, and Pug breeders, 
the OFA has undertaken to have the “brachycephalic index,” developed at Cambridge 
University as a rating system for the severity of BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway 
Syndrome), modified for American climatic conditions and licensed for use in the U.S.   This 
screening test includes a respiratory exam both before and after moderately vigorous exercise.   
Dr. Bryden J. Stanley, at Michigan State, the leading U.S. expert in this field, has been working 
on revisions with the expectation that licensing of the test in America by the Cambridge 
University developers will follow.   Mr. Dziuk hopes that conditions will be favorable this 
summer for testing at dog shows.   The test allows grading of the phenotypic severity of this 
condition and represents a better approach to planning future breeding than does outcrossing 
with other breeds or banning specific breeds. 

 

Dr. Battaglia reported that he and Dr. Cindy Otto of the U. Penn Veterinary Working Dog 
Program had completed a survey study of 1300 Juniors who had participated in the Junior 
Showmanship program.   The results are currently in peer review pending publication.   The 
study was restricted to those who had left the program for more than 10 years.  Findings 

mailto:MBO@akc.org
https://www.ofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CARDIAC-CHANGES-REVISED-0908.pdf
https://www.ofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CARDIAC-CHANGES-REVISED-0908.pdf


 

included 85% female, 15% male.  Seventy-eight percent began in the Novice class and 86% 
finished in the Open Senior class.  Sixty-three percent dropped out of the program before aging 
out.  At the time of the survey, 74% owned 3 or more dogs. 

Dr. Battaglia added some data to his previous reports relative to Conformation.  Between 2018 
and 2019, the number of litters registered with the AKC increased from 250,000 to 258,000 and 
puppies born increased from 1,300,000 to 1,400,000.  Thirty-eight percent of dogs born in 2018 
were registered, and 27% born in 2019 were registered.  Although there is an expected lag time 
in registrations after whelping, prior data indicate that approximately 40% of dogs were 
eventually registered.   The number of unique bitches entered in conformation events was 
54,800 in 2018 and 54,300 in 2019.   Corresponding numbers for dogs are 44,000 and 43,000.    
Low entry breeds constitute 50% of the AKC stud book.   The AKC defines low entry breeds as a 
breed’s entries (not unique dogs) in Conformation events at fewer than 3500 for the year.   Of 
28 new breeds admitted to the AKC stud book during the past 10 years, all but 3 are low entry. 
Twenty seven of the 28 breeds have shown decreases in registrations. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  Peter Piusz, Vice Chair of the Parent Clubs Committee, submitted his periodic 

report on the status of Parent Club Health Statements.   179 Parent Clubs, including the 

Australian Terrier Club of America, have submitted health statements in the required format.   

Thirty-four have not done so. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Dr. Charles Garvin presented the draft of an AKC project exploring the 

feasibility of their supporting a way of “establishing a frozen semen program which would 

increase gene pools, ensure saving of quality producers and eliminate the challenge for each 

Parent Club of taking this step for their breed or not, ultimately assisting breeders of today and 

in the future.”    He noted that in 2017, following a request form the Otterhound Club of 

America, AKC modified regulations, permitting Parent Clubs to establish their own sponsored 

reproductive banks.   Yet only one additional parent club has made such a request.    

Members of the Committee discussed this issue at length, including the difficulty of getting 

Parent Club breeders to give up control of their dogs’ semen specimens, even after the owners’ 

deaths.  Challenges to small clubs involve setting up the programs, especially if an additional 

non-profit corporation has to be established.   Large club challenges involve the maintenance of 

relevant data, including legal information, pedigrees, and photographs.   Dr. Joellen Gregory 

said that the Otterhound Club was also saving videos of the dogs included in the bank and were 

using Iowa State University to store the semen.    Since the semen most likely to remain viable 

during freezing was from dogs 18-24 months old, relevant health data might not be available 

until the dogs were older.  Therefore, a system for obtaining this data on already banked semen 

had to be included.    

Dr. Garvin asked that anyone with ideas or concerns relevant to this subject contact him by 

email at mailto:charles.garvin@gmail.com  
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A discussion ensued as to the sustainability of dog breeds and dog clubs then.  Dr. 
Mohrenweiser noted that mentorship of new breeders was difficult in a club where the 
majority of member were aging and more than half of the breedings were done by non-
members.    Dr. Gregory stated that the Otterhound Club had offered free one-year 
memberships in their club for new puppy buyers.   Dr. Battaglia said that the German Shepherd 
Dog Club had offered a reduced membership rate for the first year but had noted a drop-off in 
membership after that year.  This was traced to a focus on Conformation events by their 
magazine, which were of little interest to most of the new members.   Articles from the AKC 
publication Family Dog were found to be of more interest.   The AKC gave permission to reprint 
the more popular articles.   Susan Hamil noted that most puppy buyers were more interested in 
engaging in fun activities with their dogs that in Conformation activities.   Keith Frasier directed 
the committee’s attention to the many new virtual opportunities for dog and owner 
participation developed by AKC event staff during the Pandemic.   Keith presented a list of 
virtual canine events proven quite popular during the Pandemic.   These include:  Trick Dog, all 
levels; Rally Beginner Novice and Intermediate classes; Agility ACT Standard class; Pointing 
Breed Water Test; Home Manners (a new activity); Agility ACT Jumpers class (also a new 
activity); Obedience Beginner Novice and Novice classes; and Rally Advanced and Excellent 
classes. 

 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

With 26 agenda items, the meeting was somewhat rushed, and note-taking was somewhat 

difficult.  I have tried to summarize as best I could what was discussed. 

Peter Piusz pointed out that participation in the Parent Clubs Conference List was open to 

officers and board members of all Parent Clubs for discussion of problems and issues common 

to Parent Clubs.   If interested send an email to mailto:ppiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Peter continues to work with the AKC to add new organizations to the Parent Clubs rescue list.  

This is only for rescue groups approved by the relevant Parent Club. 

Anne Bowes read Sheila Goffe’s report for AKC Government Relations.   Thus far in 2021, her 

department has been following 1800 different legislative proposals.   This is sharply up from last 

year when 4000 proposed laws were tracked.   Current issues are listed on the AKC website at: 

https://cqrcengage.com/akc/    For immediate assistance telephone the department at 919-

816-3720.   Major issues currently being advanced by “animal rights” advocates include bills 

restricting the retail sale of purpose-bred pets, including pet stores; increased restrictions and 

licenses applied to hobby breeders forcing them out of compliance, currently active in CA, TX, 

OK, TN, Conn, MA and NH; arbitrary temperature and tethering restrictions; advancing the role 

of court-appointed “animal advocates” infringing on the rights of pet owners to make decisions 
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for their pets and advancing the long-time PETA argument that animals should not be owned or 

used by humans in any way.   

 In order to raise additional funds, the AKC PAC would like show-giving clubs to set aside 

premium seating or set-up areas at the show, admission to which would require individual 

donations to the AKC PAC.   (The mechanism according to which this would work has not yet 

been explained.) 

Helen Prince stated that the AKC Board is currently studying the existing templates for club 

bylaws as well as the process for their approval.   Hence Parent Club Committee work on model 

bylaws for Parent Clubs has been put on hold. 

Chair Pat Laurans reported on the Pet Disaster Trailer program.  AS of 03/02/2021, 435 clubs 

have contributed a total of $1,676,602.72, which with a $650,0000 from AKC Reunite yields a 

total of $2,326,602.72.   91 trailers have been delivered to 29 states. 

Two Parent Clubs have become AKC member clubs, the American Belgian Laekenois 

Association, and the Plott Hound Association of America.   No other Parent Clubs are currently 

applying for membership status. 

With respect to the promotion of Juniors, Mari-Beth O’Neill stated that applications for AKC 

scholarships were due on 5 March.   She is currently working with a “Juniors Subcommittee, 

including representatives from each of the Delegate Committees, who meet monthly, with the 

goal of developing the best practices for attracting and retaining juniors and young adults as 

club members.   As a pilot program, which has become quite controversial, Juniors are able to 

show “AKC Partner” dogs rather than purebred dogs in Juniors events.   (There is an opt-out 

provision for any show-holding club who objects.)   Some delegates have proposed that 4-H 

Club members be more heavily recruited to participate in the AKC Juniors program, but Mari-

Beth said that survey research had discovered that 4-H members would not travel very far from 

home to participate in dog-related events. 

AKC has strongly recommended that each Parent Club appoint a “Juniors Coordinator,” and 

that the identity of this individual be reported to AKC yearly along with the club officers and 

certain other committee chairs.   There is an AKC committee who seeks to coordinate the club 

coordinators and each club coordinator Is asked to contact Nancy Fisk at 

mailto:nancybfisk@aol.com or Cindy Stansell at mailto:stansell.c@gmail.com 

Helen Prince noted that updates regarding 9 specialty show sites had been added to the AKC 

Specialty Show Site Locator:   https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/sitelocator/index.cfm 

Don James reported that his committee of 10 has been working on a Parent Club Committee 

best practices document, with each committee member assigned to a major topic. 

Karen Burgess reported that the All-Breeds Committee and the Parent Clubs Committee have 

produced guidance for clubs in reaching out to “at risk” club members, who because of death 
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or disability are unable to continue providing care for their dogs.   The goal is to get the dogs 

into appropriate foster or permanent homes before they are seized by animal control and 

placed for sale in shelters.   She stated that each club will be receiving a copy of this document. 

Anne Bowes reported that the Breeders Development Committee had complete their report 

and recommendations and that this will be posted on the AKC website.   Anyone desiring an 

advance copy may request one from Anne at:  mailto:heronsway.corgis@verizon.net   She also 

pointed out the educational offerings of the AKC College with respect to breeding advice and 

the care of new puppies. 

Chair Pat Laurens stated that the AKC Board was leaving details of the 2020/2021 specialties up 

to the Parent Clubs.   For example, the “puppy classes” can be extended to age 24 months in 

order to accommodate “COVID puppies.” 

Helen Prince reported that Brynn White, AKC Archivist and Librarian, is back at work and 

available for advice for clubs establishing archives or donating archival materials.   Work on 

publishing a list of digitally archived holdings has been prioritized this year.  

Peter Piusz reported on the findings of a Parent Club Survey stimulated by a decline in the 

overall membership of Parent Clubs.  >85% of Parent Clubs felt that breeding was important yet 

<35% had a breeders education program, <25% had a breeders’ mentoring program, and <11% 

sought out active breeders and invited them to become members.   Yet another new 

subcommittee will work on these issues. 

In response to the complaints from some Parent Clubs that inappropriate ads had appeared for 

their breeds on the AKC Marketplace, Peter Piusz pointed out that AKC staff could not possibly 

review each add for incorrect information, especially related to club membership, and that 

each Parent Club ought to have a member or members (for the ATCA it is Rita Farmer) review 

the relevant Marketplace ads weekly.   The designated club members have been provided with 

a “tool” for certain corrections.   Other necessary corrections should be addressed to: 

mailto:kirsten.bahlke@akc.org 

Peter Piusz read a letter from the Bloodhound Club complaining that one of their local clubs 

had rejected their Parent Club’s oversight with respect to local events and supported entries.  

In response, a recommendation was sent to the AKC Board of Directors, as formulated by Chair 

Laurans, which asked that: “1. Any inquires by individuals desiring to form a local or regional 

specialty breed club should be referred to the Parent Specialty Breed Club by AKC Staff.  When 

suggested or requested, AKC Staff shall assist a Parent Club Specialty Breed Club to formulate a 

plan and suggest standing rules in order to create a local or regional breed club.  2. Board of 

Directors places on hold such approvals of local specialty clubs until agreement of BOD + Staff + 

Parent Club.” 
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Anne Bowes and Mari-Beth O’Neill urged Parent Clubs to make their Breed Fliers (sent to by 

AKC to new puppy owners if requested by the Parent Club, which continues to be done for 

Australian Terriers) more welcoming for new members and new breeders. 

Helen Prince also reported that a letter will soon be sent out to Parent Clubs regarding access 
to an AKC Events Department list of show sites, together with evaluations of those sites by 
clubs previously using them.   Show site reports by clubs following their national specialties are 
important in keeping this list relevant.  A special code will be needed by each club accessing this 
information. 

Additional information courses for breeders have been added to the Canine College, available 
on the AKC website.    https://www.akc.org/breeder-programs/breeder-education/breeder-
education-courses/      Guidelines to Parent Clubs in this area are soon to be sent out in January. 

 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

 

Chairman’s Report by Dr. Thomas M. Davies: 

Chairman Davies focused on the achievements of the AKC during the Pandemic.   New virtual 
programs have been introduced enabling competition by dog owners leading to new titles.  
Online learning has been expanded to more than 600 current courses and examinations 
available through the Canine College.   Thirty-five thousand participants have enrolled in at 
least one course during the past year.   The AKC Board of Directors has approved more than 40 
modifications to regulations and policies impacted by the Pandemic and developed safe 
methods for participation in live activities leading up to the successful AKC National 
Championships in Orlando last December.   Because of the success of the televised show, ESPN 
will now broadcast a variety of dog sports over the next 3 years.    Parallel to the continued 
growth in dog registrations, visits to the AKC website have increased by 50%. 

 

President’s Report by Dennis Sprung: 

President Spung also emphasized the achievements of AKC during the past year, made 
especially remarkable in a non-for-profit world where one-third of non-profit corporations are 
risking closure.    More than 4000 dogs participated in Conformation at Orlando, and a similar 
number participated in Rally, Obedience, FAST Cat, and agility events.    The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation contributed over $3.2 million to canine research, the AKC Humane Fund 
contributed over $100,000 to women’s shelters, and AKC Reunite sponsored the deployment of 
several Pet Disaster Relief Trailers to CA areas affected by wildfires. 
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Financial Report by Ted Phillips: 

For the calendar year 2020, as compared with 2019, litter registrations were 288,527, 
compared with 258,362 for a 12% increase; dog registrations were 702,917, compared with 
587,777 for a 20% increase, and these upward trends have continued into 2021. 

The number of events was down 46%, with individual entries down 44%.   Event-related fees 
were down 35%, but registration fees of $38.7 million were up 20%, and merchandise sales and 
licensing fees up 20%.    Overall revenues were up 7% and expenses down 8% but 13.6% lower 
than initially budgeted due to cost-cutting adjustments made by management.   Board of 
Director expenses were $278,00, down 50%.   Donations of $2.9 million were made to the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation and the AKC Humane Fund.    

Overall return on investment during 2020 was 13.69%, beating the benchmark by 2.87%, based 
on a broadly diversified asset allocation with a focus on equity investments.   Total assets of the 
corporation were $151,190 million, up 18%, and total liabilities $94,082. 

 

Presentations: 

AKC TV:   The 3-year history was reviewed.   Broadcasting began in February 2018 at the New 

York Meet the Breeds, held at Piers 92 and 94.   More than 30 live events were broadcast in 
2019 and over 35 planned for this year.   Popular weekly series include AKC Dog Center, noon 
ET on Tuesdays and Fridays, and Ask the Expert.   

A partnership with the Disney Corporation has been created, which will allow airing of AKC 
events and programs on all of the Disney platforms, including ESPN and ABC.   The 3-hour 
production of the Orlando Championship show has aired more than 18 times on these Disney 
channels, and during the initial presentation had more than 7 million viewers.    

AKC Canine College and AKC Public Education: 

Ashley Jacot, AKC Director of Education reviewed some recent work on the educational 
offerings offered by AKC.   Breeder educational materials have been updated in quality, and 
course participation has increased 164% during the past year.   The Pup Pals program has 
expanded its reach from helping children to including adults in need, especially healthcare 
workers overwhelmed by the Pandemic and isolated adults.   Rather than cards, videos of 
puppies created by over 4000 volunteers are sent to those requesting a Pup Pal.    Children’s 
education has been expanded to include materials for exceptional learners.   Exceptional 
Parents magazine recently featured this work in a cover story.   AKC webinars for judges have 
included 95 breed presentations by Parent Clubs to date.  138 webinars on other subjects have 
been viewed live by over 34,000 attendees. 

 

 



 

Voting by the Delegates: 

Five new clubs were admitted to membership:   American Boerboel Club, American Cesky 
Terriers Fanciers Association, Carroll Kennel Club, Miniature American Shepherd Club of the 
USA, and Morris Hills Dog Training Club. 

Four Directors (Class of 2025) were, in this case re-elected, to the AKC Board:   Rita J. Biddle, 
Esq., Ingham County Kennel Club, Inc; Dominic P. Carota, Pharaoh Hound Club of America; Dr. 
Thomas M. Davies, Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.; and Thomas Powers, Kennel Club of Beverly 
Hills. 

An Amendment to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 6, Section 2, passed.   This 
eliminated actual individual physical addresses for the Show Secretary, the Show Chair, and the 
Judges, changed “Veterinary Association” to the more modern “Veterinary Clinic,” and replaced 
“Chairman” with the gender-neutral term “Chair.”   The Club address is still required, but it was 
stated by President Sprung that this could be a P.O. Box or an email address rather than a 
physical address. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

14 March 2021 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 

 


