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Canine Health Committee: 

Dr. Diane Brown presented and distributed copies of the AKC Canine Health Foundation Grants 
awarded between 11/01/2018 and 01/31/2019.   These studies include a wide variety of clinical 
areas and represent issues both pertinent to individual breeds and those applicable to most 
dogs.  See the website for more information:  http://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/ 
Then click on the addendum to the 2019 Research Portfolio.  Also, Dr. Brown announced the 
CHF-sponsored webinars for 2019.  For free registration see:  
http://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/chf-and-vetvine-webinars.html 

Registration is now open for the 2019 AKC Canine Health Foundation Conference, 9-11 August 
2019 in St. Louis.  This year registration is open to anyone interested, subject to availability.  
Register at:  http://www.akcchf.org/news-events/events/educational/national-parent-club-
canine-1.html 

Between March of 2018 and today (03/11/2019), $3.6 million in funding for new grants was 
approved.   Clubs are asked to consider moving money now from their donor-advised funds to 
active research.  This year, AKC will match funds thus transferred up to $350,000 total.  Any 
club interested in funding a specific research topic should contact Dr. Brown.  In response to a 
recent request from the American Pomeranian Club regarding the presence of the Alopecia X 
Factor in that breed, the CHF has completed a Memorandum of Understanding with that club 
so that pertinent proposals can be solicited. 

The FDA has consolidated current information showing a relationship between certain diets and 
canine cardiomyopathy at:  
https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/NewsEvents/ucm630993.htm   No new data is 
available at this time.   The Canine Health Foundation is currently preparing its first request for 
grant proposals in this area. 

Eddie Dziuk reported that 2000 new CHIC numbers had been issued since December.   The DNA 
bank has been relatively inactive but is awaiting increased numbers of blood donations from 
Spring National Specialties.  Neither the OFA nor the AKC has continued its membership in the 
International Partnership for Dogs, due to meet in Windsor, UK, in late May.  The animal rights 
bias of the European members has become too great.  However, both Mr. Dziuk and Dr. Brown 
will attend this meeting.   The “Harmonization of Genetic Testing” (HGTD) project of that 
organization has progressed slowly. However, a database of labs providing genetic testing, the 
genetic tests currently available, and some information on quality control measures utilized by 
each lab are available at the website:  https://dogwellnet.com/ctp/   At that website, you can 
search by laboratory, by genetic test and by breed.   AKC/CHF continues to support the HGTD 
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project through a financial contribution and as a member of the project’s steering committee.  
Although the eventual goal is the development of a genetic counselling capability, it is not yet 
available.   However, there is a genetic counselling service available and free of charge at North 
Carolina State Veterinary School through the AKC/CHF:  https://cvm.ncsu.edu/genetics/ 

Dr. Diane Brown reiterated previously expressed concerns about commercially available 
multiplex genetic testing, especially if coupled to a request for pedigree and health information 
submission.   Those who are tempted to submit samples from their dogs should ask of the 
laboratory who would own the material submitted and what is the privacy policy of the 
organization.   The goal of these organizations is in generating revenue, often by using the data 
obtained for far different purposes than those envisioned by the contributors, and the genetic 
results are often provided to contributors without the context of their clinical relevance to their 
breeds.    

Eddie Dziuk did point out that Embark, as many labs, had moved from the older PCR method to 
a “micro array” method of testing snips from different locations over the whole genome.  He 
stated that a useful explanation of the differences is available on the Embark web site.  
However, I have not been able to find it on the Embark website. 

Keith Frazier presented the veterinary outreach report for Mari-Beth O’Neill.  Mari-Beth 
attended the VMX in Orlando in January.  Dr. Diane Brown was one of the presenters in the 
OFA-sponsored track on purebred dogs: “The OFA Toolset to Minimize Hereditary Disease.”  
OFA will be making video presentations available on this program.  In March, Mari-Beth 
attended the Student AVMA 2019 Symposium at the University of Georgia.  AKC sponsored the 
5K run and gave “Official Dog Lover T-shirts to the runners.  Upcoming conferences include:  
Therio Conference 2019, Savannah, GA, 24-27 July; the AVMA, Washington, D.C., 2-6 August; 
the AKC/CHF National Parent Club Canine Health Conference, 9-11 August in St. Louis; and the 
NY Vet Conference 2019 7-8 November.  AKC will contribute $25,000 to help offset the 
attendance costs for veterinary students and residents attending the National Parent Club 
Health Conference. 

AKC has made available $35,000 for veterinary student scholarships, up from $25,000 last year.  
Applications, which were sent to all veterinary schools, are due 1 April.   Sixteen “lunch and 
learn” sessions for veterinary students were held during 2018.  Six additional sessions have 
been scheduled for this year with an additional 5 or 6 being planned.  60 students from N.C. 
State toured the AKC Raleigh facilities in February and attended the Tarheel Cluster dog shows 
in Raleigh. 

Peter Piusz reported that 168 Parent Clubs had now submitted acceptably formatted health 
statements.   Among major clubs, still outstanding were the Dachshunds, Parson Russell 
Terriers and Sealyham Terriers.  Some clubs had advised him that there were no diseases to 
which their breeds were uniquely susceptible, but Peter felt that this should be reflected in a 
published health statement.   Some low entry breeds had so few dogs that health statements 
would not be useful. 
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Dr. Battaglia continued his saga of declining numbers in the low entry breeds, which now 
comprise 50% of breeds.  Limited registrations continue to increase with 123,000 dogs so 
registered in 2018.  The 10 most popular breeds are increasing in numbers but many of their 
breeders are not performing health testing and many of their new owners are not participating 
in AKC events.   Conformation entries continue a 15-year slide, and Obedience entries are down 
as well. 

Alan Kalter gave a brief account of the Sustainability Subcommittee, which had met the 
previous evening with 85 attending.   He echoed Dr. Battaglia’s observations that although the 
number of people owning dogs was increasing, the number participating in AKC events was 
declining.    

Executive Vice President Mark Dunn announced that there were no anticipated changes to the 
Breeder of Merit and the Bred with Heart programs.  He expressed his disappointment that a 
significant number of Breeders of Merit were not registering all their puppies, which is a 
condition of participation in the program. 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

Peter Piusz reported that no new breeds had been added to the Parent Clubs Rescue List.  He is 

considering switching the list from Yahoo to Google as it is easier to add new members on that 

platform. 

Helen Prince delivered the Government Relations report for Sheila Goffe.  The Government 

Relations section of the AKC website frequently updates federal, state and local legislative 

issues.  There is currently an attempt at the state level to identify “tethering,” broadly defined 

as “animal cruelty.”  This may even include “tethering” a dog to a grooming table.  Other 

attempts are aimed at outlawing fields trials or hunting events.  Ohio has extended the 

definition of “pet stores” to hobby breeders, a re-interpretation of old legislation.  However, 

this attempt is apparently on hold pending a re-write of the legislation.   On the federal level, 

the AKC in concert with the NAIA is continuing to work on legislation and regulations preventing 

the irresponsible importation of dogs without appropriate immunizations or health 

examinations. 

410 clubs have participated in the AKC Reunite Pet Disaster Relief Trailer program raising 

$1,916, 251 in donations, which, with the $450,000 donated by AKC Reunite, totals $2,366,251 

total donations.   73 trailers have been delivered, with 4 being constructed.  Two of those under 

construction will be located in New Mexico, largely through the exemplary work of the Rio 

Grande Kennel Club (Albuquerque), which has worked to secure funding for a total of 4 trailers. 

In another charitable outreach, the Philadelphia Kennel Club has donated $300,000 to AKC-

related charitable corporations--$100,000 each to AKC Reunite, AKC Canine Health Foundation 

and Take the Lead.   They have been able to raise this money through the TV presentation of 

their Thanksgiving Day dog show. 



Mari-Beth O’Neill recognized the work of the Parent Club sub-committee in helping the Saluki 

Club becoming recognized as a parent club. 

Kirsten Bahlke, V.P. of Consumer Demand (e.g. marketing), reported on enhancements to the 

AKC Marketplace.  There is a club “Membership Tool,” by which a designated member of the 

parent club can change a fraudulent claim of parent club membership by an advertiser.  To this 

has now been added a “Image Uploader,” which enables a designated parent club member or 

members to upload approved photos and videos of the breed for use by AKC in its various 

communications. 

Two new marketing staff members are now working in the social media arena.  Kirsten urged 

that clubs concentrate primarily on Facebook, with up to 5 postings per day recommended.   As 

many interactions as possible with those commenting on the postings should occur as these will 

increase the dissemination of the posting by Facebook.  Videos always attract lots of attention 

and should be used frequently.   Clubs need to strategize their social media presence:  1) whom 

do we want to reach?  2) why do we want to reach them? 3) what do we want them to do?   

Once Facebook has reached an excellent level, a club might then want to use Instagram in order 

to reach an audience characterized as “under age 34.”  A series of webinars for clubs is being 

prepared to further education them in social media.  mailto:Kirsten.Bahlke@akc.org 

Mari-Beth O’Neill attended the annual American Veterinary Student Association meeting in 

Georgia, assisted by several Atlanta area dog clubs.  The AKC sponsored a 5-K run and issued 

“dog lover” T-shirts to participants.  Two “lunch and learn” sessions with veterinary students 

have been held so far this year, with 6 more scheduled.  These are be coordinated through the 

student clubs at each school. 

Two new Parent Club Fliers (for inclusion in new registration mailings) have been added this 

year with two more being prepared. 

Alan Kalter’s take on the sustainability sub-committee’s meeting the previous evening was that 

we need to mentor new breeders and that new puppy-buyers needed to be  

encouraged to participate in AKC clubs and in AKC events. 

Helen Prince stated that the National Specialty Show-site Subcommittee (Helen Prince, Don 

James, and Anne Bowes) had designed a simplified survey form by which parent club show 

chairman might report on 10 characteristics of the show site used.   The new forms were 

approved by the committee and will now be used. 

Connie Butherus will initiate a survey of parent club ethics statements.   This was last done 10 

years ago.   A simplified method will be used now.  Clubs will complete a survey check-list form 

and return it to her. 
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Delegates Meeting: 

President Dennis Sprung reported that for 2018, dog registrations were up 4% and litter 

registrations 5%.  581,000 dogs and 251,000 litters were registered, representing the 5th 

consecutive year of increasing volumes and achieving numbers not seen in a decade.   During 

2018 there were 22,000 sanctioned events with total entries of 3.2 million, up 3% from 2017.  

Dr. Carmen Battaglia and Dr. Time Davies, both of whom are retiring from the AKC Board, were 

honored.  The opening of the new Museum of the Dog in New York City had resulted in more 

than 1300 media announcements, and a video of a bulldog running agility at the 2019 

Westminster Agility Championship, posed on Facebook, has had more than 2.5 million hits 

during the last month. 

CFO Daniel Baffuto gave the financial report.  For the 2018, total revenue was $76.8 million, 

expenses were $72.6 million, for a $4.2 million operating income.  Comparable results for 2017 

were $71.7 million in revenue, $65.6 million in expenses, and $6.1 million operating income.  

Increased expenses were primarily due to relocation of the AKC to and opening of the AKC 

Museum of the Dog at 101 Park Avenue.  During 2018 registration-related services rose by $3.9 

million, sports and events by $1.359 million (including trick dog, which increased $160,000 and 

Canine Good Citizen which increased $400,000).   Recording and event fees were up $800,00, 

Marketplace revenues by $200,000 and Affiliate Royalties by $300,000.  At the end of the year, 

there were 350 FTE employees.   Cloud and migration service fees increased by $600,000 as 

technology storage was moved to the cloud and telecommunications and database security 

were enhanced.  Investment loss was -$4.76 million in 2018, with return of the investment 

portfolio to positive so far this year. 

Dr. Charles Garvin of Marion, Ohio, Dalmation Club of America, was re-elected to the Board of 

Directors.  Newly elected board members were Steven Hamblin, West Hollywood, CA, 

Pekingese Club of America, and Danile J. Smyth, Esq, Mount Laurel, NJ, Burlington County 

Kennel Club. 

A proposed amendment to the Charter and Bylaws of the American Kennel Club, which would 

have changed the nominating process by having the delegate committees select three of the 

five members of the nominating committee, failed.  Currently all five members of the 

nominating committee are appointed by the Board.   Since candidates for the Board can 

currently run by petition if they are not nominated by the nominating committee, there did not 

seem much point in making such a change. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

05 May 2019 

 



My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 


