
 

DELEGATES MEETING 

01-03 June 2021 and 08 June 2021 

By ZOOM 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin called on Andrea Fiumefreddo, Director of Programs and Operations of the 
AKC Canine Health Foundation.    She reported that in 2021, CHF has once again achieved 
Charity Navigator’s highest four-star rating and maintained a GuideStar Platinum Seal of 
Transparency. These ratings and the newly awarded grants demonstrate CHF’s commitment to 
quality research and improving canine health.    Over 88% of the money donated to the CHF is 
spent directly on research grants and educational outreach.    

So far in 2021, $850,000 has been awarded to 11 research grants in canine cancer, including 
lymphosarcomas, hemangiosarcomas, oral melanomas, mast cell tumors, and mammary gland 
tumors.   Research initiatives in idiopathic epilepsy, tick-borne disease, and bloat continue.   A 
four-year study of a possible therapeutic role for THC in the treatment of idiopathic epilepsy in 
dogs continues at Colorado State University.   A one-year grant investigating the role of 
functional MRI studies in dogs has just been awarded.   Since 1995, more than 1060 research 
grants have been funded.   Currently, CHF staff is monitoring progress on more than 160 active 
grants, representing an $11.5 million investment. 

Learn more about CHF’s research portfolio at https://www.akcchf.org/research/  

The AKC/CHF Parent Club Health Conference will be virtual on August 13-15, 2021.  Eighteen 
speakers will present work in a variety of research areas, including dermatology, allergy, 
epilepsy, and cardiac disease.   All sessions will include the opportunity for moderated 
questions from the audience.   The concept of “One Health” will be continued, with one 
speaker in each area addressing human-canine health interactions and implications.    Direct 
interaction with veterinary students will not be available because the Conference is virtual.  
However, Parent Cubs are strongly encouraged to financially support the attendance of 
veterinary students in their areas. 

One advantage of a virtual conference is that attendance is not limited.   Parent Club members 
are invited to register and attend.   Early bird registration is $60 (versus the usual $125) and will 
last through July 1.    To sign-up, visit:  
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/Calendar?id=100581&view=Detail 
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Eddie Dziuk reported no new developments in OFA/CHIC activities since March.   He was 
involved in the delivery of a genetics program to University of Missouri veterinary students, but 
said he missed the direct interaction with students because the program was virtual. 

 

Keith Frazier reported on AKC activities in veterinary outreach.    

The veterinary school scholarship awards were just announced, varying in amount from $1000 
to $5000 and totaling $36,000.  These support individuals with a background in AKC events and 
programs who are pursuing studies in animal health and medicine.  Recipients of the AKC 
Veterinary Outreach Scholarship are: Kincade Audette (Washington State University), Adrienne 
Barber (Tufts University), Diana Chan (Tufts University), Kaitlyn Dreese (University of 
Pennsylvania), Emily Eppler (Kansas State University), Chelsea Iennarell-Servantez (Iowa State 
University), Samuel Johnson (Virginia-Maryland Regional College), Brandy Lawrence (Oklahoma 
State University), Stephen Oliphant (Virginia-Maryland Regional College), Brittany Papa 
(Cornell University), Dora Praczko (Texas A&M University), Tressa Reiner (Iowa State-University 
of Nebraska), Jordan Tarbutton (Colorado State University), Courtney Wicker (North Carolina 
State University), Melonie Zuercher (University of Florida). 

Conferences have been greatly impacted by the Pandemic, but Mari-Beth O’Neill was able to 
staff a virtual booth at the Student American Veterinary Medical Association conference hosted 
by Kansas State University on March 13-15, 2021.   The AVMA convention will also be virtual, 
held July 29 to August 1, 2021. 

AKC and the AKC/CHF, together with the Theriogenology Foundation, sponsored a Breeder of 
Excellence Webinar on April 24, 2021.   Presenters were Dr. Karen Von Dollen, a board-certified 
theriogenologist and owner of a Welsh Springer Spaniel puppy, and Dr. Jamie Douglas, AKC/CHF 
and Theriogenology Foundation funded resident at Auburn University.   This and all previous 
webinars are available on the AKC Canine College. 

The Theriogenology conference scheduled for July 21-24 in Omaha is scheduled to be held in 
person.  If so, Mari-Beth plans to staff a booth there.   The NY Veterinary Conference is also 
scheduled as an in-person conference at NYC Javits Center November 4-5. 

Virtual veterinary school meetings have been held at 14 schools thus far this year, with Mari-
Beth and Dr. Jerry Klein presenting.   Since lunch could not be provided, Mari-Beth supplied gift 
cards and AKC Breed ID Guides to each student.   Attendance varied between 20 and 88, with a 
mean of 35 students and a median of 28.   Schools included were VA-Maryland, Florida, 
Missouri, Cornell, Colorado State, Western, Iowa/Nebraska, Tuskegee, Illinois, UC Davis, 
Oregon, Wisconsin, Midwestern University College of Veterinary Medicine, and LSU. 

Keith Frazier also reported that a successful dog show tour had been held on April 3, 2021, by 
the Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of Georgia.  There were 10 veterinary students from the 
University of Georgia.   Students attended Conformation, Obedience, Farm Dog, CGC, and Fast 
Cat with one student even participating in Rally.   Topics discussed were the function and 



 

purpose of purebred dogs, the role of responsible breeders, AKC activities in legislation, 
preserving owners’ rights, and the roles of the AKC/CHF and AKC/Reunite. 

As more dog show events become available, clubs are encouraged to coordinate a show tour 
for veterinarians, vet techs, and agriculture students.   Mari-Beth can provide help and 
handouts.  Contact:  mailto:MBO@akc.org or call her at 919-816-3789. 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin reported on continuing work toward a possible semen bank operated and 

administered by the AKC.    As a result of the January 2021 AKC Board Meeting, President 

Dennis Sprung had recommended that the AKC explore: “establishing a frozen semen program 

that would increase gene pools, ensure saving of quality producers and eliminate the challenge 

for each Parent Club of taking this step for their breed or not, ultimately assisting breeders of 

today and in the future.”   “Thus, a working group was established to consider alternatives, 

including Charles Garvin, MD, AKC Board member, Chair; Joellen Gregory, DVM, member of the 

Delegate Canine Health Committee; Marty Greer, DVM, JD, Director of Veterinary Services - 

Revival Animal Health; Jerry Klein, DVM, AKC Chief Veterinary Officer; Mark Dunn, AKC 

Executive Vice-President, and Vanessa Skou, AKC Executive, Breeder Development; with Ted 

Phillips, AKC Chief Financial Officer, on call as needed. The goals of the group are as follows: 

encourage the development and use of Parent Club authorized reproductive banking, maintain 

Parent Club authority for breeding decisions, consider all possible legal, economic, 

administrative and organizational factor, and be sensitive to political realities.” 

An online survey of 192 AKC Parent Clubs was conducted by the group on April 12, 2021.  151 

Parent Clubs responded with 247 respondents.   Forty-eight percent of the respondents were 

associated with low entry breed.  Sixty-eight percent of respondents had used frozen semen.  

Thirty percent felt that an AKC semen bank was a “great idea,” and 51% rated it 8 or above on a 

10-point scale.   The June 2021 issue of Perspectives includes a summary description of this 

project written by Dr. Garvin.  

The AKC Semen Bank working group aims to present its recommendations to the AKC Board by 

July or August of this year and hopes that its recommendations will be approved for 

implementation. 

Dr. Harvey Mohrenweiser questioned the 10-year scope of funding for the project, citing the 

long-term nature of the project and the need for substantial infrastructure support.    Dr. 

Garvin replied that the 10-year trial period would establish the extent of Parent Club 

participation and the feasibility of extending it into the future.   Dr. Kaluzniacki related the past 

difficulties she had experienced while attempting to retrieve banked frozen semen from the UK.  

Chair Susan Hamel and Dr. Gregory both stated that there were reliable commercial semen 

banking companies experienced in the international exchange of semen. 

Dr. Garvin asked that anyone with ideas or concerns relevant to this subject contact him by 

email at mailto:charles.garvin@gmail.com 
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Chair Susan Hamil stated that AKC Staff had requested, via the AKC Board, that the Canine 

Health Committee review Chapter 11, Section 9 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows.   That 

section had been previously updated from a more specific statement outlining particular 

infectious diseases, but also including a statement that dogs who had been “in contact with” or 

“kenneled within thirty days prior to the opening of the show on premises where there existed” 

either those particular diseases listed or “other communicable disease”  “should not be brought 

into the grounds or premises of a dog show,” and, if so, “shall immediately be removed.”  This 

request had apparently been caused by an exhibitor who brought dogs to a show from a 

household with several ill dogs and then verbalized his concern about having done this.  (The 

specifics of the incident were not available.)    

Considerable discussion ensued.   The previous change had been made to generalize the rule 

since it was impossible to list and keep current all of those communicable diseases which a dog 

might contract at any point in time.  Also, it would not be possible to assign any appropriate 

uniform quarantine period following exposure to a communicable disease, given the time span 

during which dogs might be infectious following exposure to any of a variety of diseases.  

Instead, as per the current rule, exhibitors should rely on the opinion of their veterinarians “to 

ensure that their dogs are free of internal and external parasites, any communicable disease, 

and have appropriate vaccinations.”     

The aforementioned exhibitor might have been expected to consult his/her veterinarian 

regarding sick dogs in the household and obtain professional advice as to whether or not it was 

safe to bring apparently unaffected dogs to the show.   Failure to do so might even be regarded 

as a deviation from the AKC Care and Condition policy.   Similarly, an Event Committee is 

empowered by Chapter 10, Section 5 (b) of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows to remove from 

competition any dog thought to be endangering its own health or that of other dogs at the 

event and refer to the show veterinarian.   This again emphasizes the professional role of the 

examining veterinarian in assessing the presence of any contagious disease and the likelihood 

of its transmission. 

Following this discussion, Chair Susan Hamil called for a vote on the need for revising Chapter 

11, Section 9 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows.    The committee voted unanimously that it 

was not necessary.   Dr. Donald E. Schwartz, with Dr. Joellen Gregory amending and seconding, 

moved that AKC Staff and Board develop a policy which would address the appropriate 

enforcement of a violation of Chapter 11, Section 9, said violation by an individual knowingly 

and willfully bringing a dog either ill or likely exposed to an illness to a dog show.   The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 

 



 

OLD BUSINESS 

Dr.  Battaglia added some data to his previous reports concerning the continued decline in the 

number of low entry breeds participating in Conformation events.  The AKC defines low entry 

breeds as those having fewer than 3500 entries (not unique dogs) in Conformation events for 

the year.   AKC’s ten-year report for low entry breeds shows that the number of unique dogs 

and bitches in Conformation and Obedience has declined for 10 years.   Dr. Battaglia provided 

data on each of the low entry breeds and their conformation entries for 2019.   

New breeds entered into the Stud Book are not growing.   Of the 28 breeds admitted to the AKC 

during the past 10 years, only three have not remained a low entry breed:  the Cane Corso, 

Miniature American Shepherd, and Leonberger.   After 10 years, 23 of 28 breeds showed an 

increase in litter registrations, but 27 of the 28 showed a decrease in dog registrations.   The 

decline in dog registrations for new breeds seems to be consistent with their lack of dog show 

entries.   In general biology, a species population of fewer than 700 may be a sign that the 

species is “on the brink of extinction.”  Dr. Battaglia drew a parallel to Conformation shows, 

where some breeds might soon become “extinct,” that is never being seen in a Confirmation 

show.  Overall, Dr. Battaglia feels that there has been lots of discussion about the problem but 

not much action. 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

With multiple sub-committees working on a variety of long-term projects, it has become 

difficult to report at each quarterly meeting what progress has been made in each area.  

However, I will try to summarize the main threads of the meeting discussion.  

Peter Piusz pointed out that participation in the Parent Clubs Conference List was open to 

officers and board members of all Parent Clubs for discussion of problems and issues common 

to Parent Clubs.   To join the list, send an email to mailto:ppiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Peter continues to work on updating the contact information on the Parent Clubs rescue list.  

This is only for rescue groups approved by the relevant Parent Club. 

Anne Bowes read Sheila Goffe’s report for AKC Government Relations.    That department is 

currently following more than 2100 bills pending at state and federal levels.   There are an 

additional 555 bills related to pets in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.   Not all pet-related bills 

have been negative.   However, several proposed negative bills were cited.  In California, 

Assembly Bill 702, which would have required business licenses and inspections for hobby 

breeders, was postponed, through the efforts of AKC and state and local dog clubs, until 2022.  

Similar legislation is being considered by the City of Chicago.  In Tennessee, a senate bill which 

would have imposed burdensome regulations on commercial breeders was defeated.   In Texas 

Senate Bill 323, which would have mandated the licensing of hobby breeders, did not advance 

from committee, and Senate Bill 183, which would have significantly shortened the redemption 
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period in animal shelters, was defeated.    Any club member who becomes aware of proposed 

legislation which may significantly affect dog fanciers should contact the AKC Government 

Relations Department ASAP at telephone number 919-816-3720. 

 In order to raise additional funds, the AKC PAC would like show-giving clubs to set aside 

premium seating or set-up areas at the show, admission to which would require individual 

donations to the AKC PAC.    Since donation from tax-exempt organizations themselves are 

prohibited, clubs would have to work out a way validating the donations of club members 

claiming these special privileges. 

Helen Prince reported that the AKC Board had co-opted the work of the Parent Club Sample 

Bylaws Sub-Committee and will soon post appropriate templates for Parent Club Constitution 

and Bylaws on the AKC website.   These will particularly highlight provisions for electronic 

voting and provisions for virtual meetings.    This sub-committee was therefore dissolved. 

Chair Pat Laurans reported on the Pet Disaster Trailer program.   Ninety-four trailers have been 

delivered with an additional six under construction, thus fulfilling the initial goal of one hundred 

trailers.   However, fund-raising continues for twelve additional trailers.   Chair Laurans 

reported that a fire on April 6 at Queen Anne’s County (Maryland) Animal Services had required 

the evacuation of all pets at the shelter, and that no animal was injured due to the availability 

of an AKC Pet Disaster Relief Trailer. 

Despite the continuing efforts of the sub-committee to get more Parent Clubs to become AKC 

Member Clubs, no additional Parent Club have taken this step since March. 

Mari-Beth O’Neill’s report veterinary outreach duplicated that given at the Canine Committee, 

but with the additional information that three new theriogenology residents would begin two-

year programs in July.  

Mari-Beth’s work on the AKC Board “Junior Subcommittee” continues.   Representatives from 

each of the Delegate Committees meet monthly with the goal of developing the best practices 

for attracting and retaining juniors and young adults as club members.    Junior Scholarships 

were awarded last month to junior club members who had volunteered to work at club 

activities and who had also participated in canine educational activities at school or elsewhere 

in the community.   $25,000 in scholarships, each ranging from $500 to $3000, were awarded to 

13 junior club members.   For juniors actively participating in showmanship, nine additional 

scholarships totaling $10,000 were awarded, with another $10,000 awarded to 4 juniors 

participating in performance activities.    Mari-Beth continues to communicate with 4-H leaders 

encouraging them to use the numerous AKC virtual educational activities available.   A new 

monthly AKC publication, Canine Corner, appropriate for grades 8-12, is available to teachers on 

the Publication Education section of the AKC website.    

The AKC will now require, in the list of officers and certain committee chairs submitted to the 

AKC yearly, the office of “Junior Coordinator.”    There is an AKC committee who seeks to 



 

coordinate the club coordinators and each club coordinator Is asked to contact Nancy Fisk at 

mailto:nancybfisk@aol.com or Cindy Stansell at mailto:stansell.c@gmail.com 

Information with respect to relevant Parent Club involvement as well as a description of 

available activities will now be included with the acknowledgement of newly registered dogs 

sent to owners.    This information will also be included in the Pup Dates publication which 

follows.    Those parent clubs who are willing to give input regarding available activities should 

contact Glenn Lycan at Glenn.Lycan@akc.org or, by telephone, 919-816-3560. 

Helen Prince requested that updates regarding specialty show sites be added to the AKC 

Specialty Show Site Locator:   https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/sitelocator/index.cfm 

Don James reported that his committee of 10 has been working on a Parent Club Committee 

best practices document, with each committee member assigned to a major topic and the 

committee meeting weekly over the past year.   When complete, their information will be 

posted on the AKC website. 

Helen Prince reported that Brynn White, AKC Archivist and Librarian, is back at work and 

available for advice for clubs establishing archives or donating archival materials.   Work on 

publishing a list of digitally archived holdings has been prioritized this year.    If Parent Clubs are 

producing digital archives, Brynn would appreciate hearing from the club archivist in order to 

ensure that the digital quality is sufficient for eventual transfer to the AKC archive.   Email 

address is:  mailto:brynn.white@akc.org 

Peter Piusz reported on the findings of a Parent Club Survey stimulated by a decline in the 

overall membership of Parent Clubs.  >85% of Parent Clubs felt that breeding was important yet 

<35% had a breeders education program, <25% had a breeders’ mentoring program, and <11% 

sought out active breeders and invited them to become members.   Peter is planning additional 

surveys and has been trying out several survey vehicles in order to see what works best. 

Discomfort by Alan Kalter was expressed and was reflective of recent postings on the delegate 

list of a plan by Kirsten Bahlke, AKC V.P. of Consumer Demand, which seemed to subordinate 

Breed Club Facebook pages to the AKC Facebook page, so that the AKC Facebook page would 

be the “landing point” for those seeking information on Facebook about a specific breed.   Mr. 

Kalter, with the support of the remainder of the Parent Clubs Committee suggested instead 

that the Parent Club Facebook pages should be the primary “landing point,” with then a link to 

the AKC Facebook page.   He pointed out that many Parent Clubs had invested a significant 

amount of time and energy in their Facebook pages and relied on this vehicle to promulgate 

information about not only the breed itself but also those activities and events sponsored by 

the Parent Club for owners and fanciers of that breed.   Mr. Kalter will write a letter to the AKC 

Board conveying the opinion of the Parent Clubs Committee concerning this issue. 
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Delegates Meeting: 

 

The Forum 

Dr. Erin Perry, Associate Professor at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois, also a 
FEMA Search and Rescue member with her Belgian Malinois, spoke on canine nutrition with a 
few remarks on keeping dogs clean. 

She advised against obtaining information from the web and, especially for a dog suspected to 
have food allergies or other problems suspected to be due to diet, instead to seek the help of a 
board-certified veterinary nutritionist and appropriate veterinary medicine specialists. 

Regulation of pet food companies is by the States and the FDA with the assistance of two other 
agencies.    The NRC (National Research Council of the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine) has released reports since the 1940’s on the nutrient requirements 
of dogs and cats, based on available literature and research.    The AAFCO (Association of 
American Feed Control Officials) is a voluntary membership association of local, state, and 
federal agencies which uses expert nutrition information to establish nutrient standards for 
dogs and cats.   Although using the recommendations of the NRC, they attempt to translate 
them into a set of practical guidelines of greater practical use by the pet food industry. 

Pet foot labels are of two types.   The first is simply a list of ingredients, according to weight.   
This may be somewhat misleading because wet or whole ingredients will weigh more than dry 
or “meal” ingredients, although the latter may actually be of greater nutritional value.  A 
second type states that the product meets AAFCO standards for nutritional adequacy of (better) 
that its nutritional adequacy has been established by feeding trials. 

The three types of feeding trials are directed to “maintenance,” “gestational/lactating,” and 
“growth.”  Animals have to be fed the diet being studied for 26 weeks, and, for a successful 
trial, no more than a quarter of the animals can be removed for nutrition-related reasons.   Diet 
failure occurs if evidence of a nutritional deficiency or toxicity develops, if there is individual 
weight loss of more than 15% body weight, or if there is group weight loss greater than 10% 
body weight.    Trials involve pre- and post-physical exams and laboratory studies. 

Dr. Perry has been associated with an on-going study in the course of which 87% of the food 
feed to dogs with dilated cardiomyopathy was possible.   Fewer than 2% of these products had 
been tested in actual feeding trials. 

Those dog owners seeking reputable guidance in selecting a dog food should refer to the 
WSAVA Global Nutrition Committee’s guidelines at  https://wsava.org/global-guidelines/global-
nutrition-guidelines/ 

Specific nutritional categories required for normal metabolism include water, protein, energy 
(carbohydrates, crude protein, fat), and vitamins and minerals.   Water is particularly important 
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for working dogs and for all dogs in hot weather since dogs eliminate heat by panting, and for 
sufficient evaporative cooling by the tongue, the tongue and mouth must be moist. 

Canine gastrointestinal physiological considerations include that the canine gastrointestinal 
tract is 4 to 5 time as long as the dog.   The usual meal to colon time is 8-10 hours, but this 
depends on the diet, the frequency of meals, reproductive status, hydration, stress, and age.  
Old dogs are more prone to obesity and do not absorb nutrients as readily.   Diets specifically 
designed for aging dogs include more fiber in order to slow the transit time through the G-I 
tract. 

Considerations of the type of protein include animal versus plant sources and the feeding of 
novel proteins (alligator, squid, legumes, and tubers.)   It is particularly important that there 
exist data from feeding studies showing successful results from feeding novel proteins or any 
other novel ingredients. 

Usual protein sources include animal muscle (flesh), ligaments, skin, and bone.   Traditional 
ingredients have been better investigated with respect to digestibility, bioavailability, amino 
acid content, and water content (meal versus flesh).  Nutritional density varies with water 
content, which it is important to remember when looking at ingredient lists, always arranged 
according to decreasing weight.  Although cleaned chicken flesh (muscle) seems more 
appetizing to humans, it actually comprises 70% water and 20% crude protein and, by law, 
cannot contain skin or organs.   If feeding cleaned chicken muscle, you must feed at three times 
the rate of feeding chicken meal, which, although it may appear unappetizing, is actually more 
nutritionally valuable.   Chicken by-product meal contains organ meats, some bone (containing 
calcium), and some skin (containing fatty acids).   It has been rendered, dried, and ground, and 
has a higher nutritional density than chicken flesh. 

The use of raw diets is strongly discouraged by the American College of Veterinary Nutrition, 
the American Veterinary Medical Association, and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) except 
in cases of a few rare medical conditions due to the propensity of raw protein sources to 
contain pathogens, such as salmonella and E. Coli. 

Dietary causes of gastrointestinal distress include: “garbage gut,” food allergy, product 
contamination, environmental diseases, and pathogens (parasites, viruses, and bacteria).  In the 
treatment of stress-related diarrhea, multiple small meals, adequate hydration, and 
environmental conditioning are important.    

 

Dr. Perry then turned her presentation from nutrition to a brief consideration of canine 
hygiene.     

Working dogs are often in toxic environments and will benefit from decontamination 
procedures.   Dog owners need to be alert to “self-cleaning behaviors,” such as licking the paws 
as this can result in ingesting toxins such as ice-melting sidewalk salt and blue-green algae.   
Most exposures are to the lower half of the dog’s body.   For service dogs, frequent wipe-downs 
of the lower coat and the legs with such disinfectants as dilute chlorhexidine solutions have 



 

been found to be highly effective in removing contaminants.   If the dogs have heavy exposure 
to crowds of people, as in airports or stadiums, decontamination may be important in removing 
aerosolized microorganisms pathogenic for humans, thus preventing the dogs from 
transmitting these infectious agents to their owners. 

If you would like to watch Dr. Perry’s presentation on AKC TV, here is the link:   
https://akc.tv/watch/23/6492/collection-video/nutrition-hygiene 

 

Chairman’s Report by Dr. Thomas M. Davies as well as the President’s Report by 
Dennis Sprung focused on the hard work of AKC staff during the Pandemic and the 

persistence of clubs and dog fanciers in maintaining their devotion to the fancy.   AKC events 
during the first quarter of 2021 total 99% of the number of events during the first quarter of 
2019, led by the rebound of companion events.   Due to the persistence of purebred dog 
breeders during the Pandemic, litter registrations are up 18% compared to the first quarter of 
2020, and dog registrations are up 25%.    (Mr. Sprung’s numbers are not in accord with those 
related by Chief Financial Officer Ted Phillips, as given below.)   AKC Board and Staff have 
concentrated on improving communications, with more than 16 messages to club officers and 
delegates from President Sprung, and the creation of a new Board Communication Committee.  
An inspirational video of historical and recent AKC activities and personalities was viewed by 
the delegates. 

 

Financial Report by Ted Phillips:   

First quarter results through 03/31/2021 were compared with the first quarter of 2020.   Litter 
registrations during the quarter were 82,026, up 22% since the first quarter of 2020.  Dog 
registrations during the first quarter of 2021 were 226,658, up 37% since the first quarter of 
2020.   However, events during the first quarter of 2021 were down 22% and entries were 
down 39% compared with the first quarter of 2020.   Although during the first quarter of 2021, 
income from event and other fees was down slightly as was that from product and service 
sales, the marked increase in registration and related fees as well as an increase in advertising, 
sponsorship, and royalties resulted an increase in net revenue during the quarter of $9,379 
million as compared with $1,276 million for the first quarter of 2020.   The increase in net 
revenue also reflected a decreased quarterly expense of $303,000.    Return on investments 
was 3.72% for the first quarter of 2021.   Total assets as of 03/31/2021 were $163,247 million, 
up from $152,018 million on 12/31/2020. 

 

Voting by the Delegates: 

The delegates approved an amendment to the AKC Bylaws which consolidated the process of 

election of board members and an amendment which simplifies the language in the Dog Show 

Rules relative to use of the term “independent specialties.”   There was no discussion by the 
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delegates of either issue.   A proposed amendment to the AKC Bylaws setting forth the ability of 

the AKC Board to meet electronically according to New York State Not-for-Profit Law was read. 

 

Lifetime Achievement Awards were presented by Don Ljungren, Vice President of Shows 

and Events to Peter Green, for Conformation; (posthumously) to “Jac” Basham, for 

Performance Events; and to Betty Ann Winthers, for Companion Events. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

18 June 2021 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 

 


