
DELEGATES MEETING 

10-11 June 2019 

Newark, New Jersey 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

Dr. Diane Brown distributed copies of the 2019 AKC Canine Health Foundation Research Grants 
Portfolio, Volume 3.   Abstracts of 38 new grants, representing 2.5 million in funding are 
presented in 23 project areas.  Also included are all currently active CHF research grants, for a 
total of $10.3 million in active research.  Although published quarterly, the list is updated 
continuously on line:  http://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/  Click on the addendum 
to the 2019 Research Portfolio. 

Copies of the 2018 Annual Report were also distributed.   AKC/CHF has nearly doubled research 
grant funding since 2014, with $2.7 million in 39 grants awarded in 2018 alone.   In 2018 five 
clinician/scientist/fellows have been supported as have six theriogenology residents.  Bios of 
these individuals as well as a Foundation financial report are available at:  
http://www.akcchf.org/about-us/Financials/ 

The first prospective study on the suspected association between diet and dilated 
cardiomyopathy has been funded.  A multi-institutional team of veterinary cardiologists and 
nutritionists will prospectively screen a large population of apparently healthy dogs for dilated 
cardiomyopathy and will compare the frequency of heart disease occurrence with the 
frequency of boutique, exotic ingredient, or grain-free diets.  See  
http://www.akcchf.org/research/research-portfolio/2661.html 

Previous research initiatives in tick-borne infections and epilepsy are continuing.   New grants 
have been awarded for atopy and for immune-related hemolytic anemia.   These subjects are of 
greater pertinence to small breeds.   A clinical trial, stimulated by the finding that propranolol 
may enhance the effectiveness of chemotherapy in human angiosarcoma, will investigate the 
applicability of this approach to hemangiosarcoma in dogs.  Preliminary findings are 
encouraging. 

Recipients of emails from AKC/CHF are opened at a frequency of 41% as compared with an 
average for non-profit veterinary health foundations of 15%.   This demonstrates the recipients’ 
engagement with the topics addressed and the appropriateness of their content to the target 
audience. 

Another positive quality measure is the maintenance of a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator. 

Registration is now open for the 2019 AKC Canine Health Foundation Conference, 9-11 August 
2019 in St. Louis.  This year registration is open to anyone interested, subject to availability.  
Register at:  http://www.akcchf.org/news-events/events/educational/national-parent-club-
canine-1.html    
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Dr. Brown has been reaching out to Parent Clubs, and especially to the younger people.  She 
attended a Spinone Italiano national and was pleased to be contacted by juniors who were 
being educated by that club.  The club asked students to discuss some topics with her and have 
her sign-off on attendance sheets.   At an English Springer Spaniel event, following the show, 
the juniors and attendees were asked to review a series of educational posters and answer 
questions on each. 

Clubs who wish to have materials specifically designed for their breeds or health interests may 
contact the AKC/CHF and have these materials shipped to them.  Stat sheets on various 
infectious diseases and other health issues can be downloaded and reprinted (with permission 
and attribution to the AKC/CHF).    http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-
concerns/top-health-concerns.html    The health liaison newsletters are sent out quarterly. 

Alan Kalter, Delegate and former AKC Board Member, reported on the ad hoc sustainability 
committee meeting held the evening prior.  Between 2008 and 2018 there has been a 25-30% 
decrease in the number of litters being whelped yearly, representing a decrease of 
approximately 30,000 available puppies.   The number of breeders has decreased due to 
cultural and financial issues as well as time available and government regulations.  He stated 
that 2/3 of puppies being registered today are from first-time or “casual” breeders.  More 
people need to be breeding dogs, and he advocated that educational efforts be directed to 
breeders or potential breeders, like those used to educate judges.  Breeder education 
committees established by Parent Clubs would help promulgate best breeding practices to 
potential and first-time breeders.   Canine Health Committee Marcy Zingler suggested that the 
sustainability committee send a letter to all Parent Clubs asking what have proven to be 
successful elements in their Breeders Education Committee efforts.  This would be a good 
beginning for ongoing communication on this topic. 

Dr. Carmen Battaglia presented additional data on the steady decline in AKC conformation 
entries as well as the steady increase in limited registrations.  Breeders set an all-time 25-year 
record in 2017 by registering 121,227 puppies with limited registration.  26% of breeders in the 
fancy, 69% of other breeders, but only 5% of commercial breeders used this option.   He 
believes that this may well result in two different “types” of a breed depending on who is doing 
the breeding and that the overall quality and genetic variability of the breed will therefore 
decrease. 

AKC Executive Vice President Mark Dunn commented on AKC Board Chairman William Feeney’s 
creation of an ad hoc committee for exploring additional testing opportunities which might be 
offered to AKC registrants as a result of a change in the AKC genetic testing platform.  This 
change would allow testing for the potential risk of appropriate genetically based health issues, 
in addition to the current one for determining parentage.  Dr. Gerald Bell of Tufts will chair the 
committee.  Committee members include Dr. Michael Green and Dr. Julia Allwood, a post-
doctoral scientist at N.C. State University, who is currently working for the AKC.  Canine Health 
Committee members on the new Board committee include Susan Hamil and Eddie Dziuk.   The 
committee intends to produce a white paper on the subject within one year.  
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Eddie Dziuk reported on the 4th International Partnership for Dogs (IPFD) workshop held in 
Windsor, England last week.  He and Susan Hamil attended, as did Dr. Diane Brown from 
AKC/CHF.   Also attending were Dr. Gerald Bell and delegates from the OFA.   Rather than 
lectures by experts, the workshop consisted of reports developed by groups assigned to one of 
5 topics.    

The first topic was “Concept of Breed,” meaning the sustainability of low-litter, low-entry 
breeds.  The European approach seemed to be creating genetic diversity by occasional crossing 
other breeds into the line. 

The second topic was “Supply and Demand.”  Dr. Courtney Croney, a livestock expert from 
Purdue, gave a well-received presentation on her research into the best practices for 
commercial breeders.  

The third topic, “Phenotypic exaggeration,” rapidly degenerated to a discussion of the 
“brachycephalic” breeds and the occasional accompanying “Brachiocephalic Obstructive Airway 
Syndrome (BOAS).”   The “animal welfare” representatives are pushing for the elimination of 
brachycephalic dogs through a breeding prohibition. 

The fourth topic concerned the development of breed-specific health improvement strategies 
and the fifth, the ongoing “harmonization of genetic testing” project. 

 

Eddie Dziuk also gave a brief CHIC update.  More than 1000 DNA samples have been collected 
and submitted to the OFA from various spring national specialties.  He stated that it was likely 
that an echocardiogram would soon be required for the advanced cardiac clearance of a dog, in 
addition to the clinical exam now required. 

 

AKC Executive Vice President Keith Frazier presented a report on veterinary outreach activities 
under the direction of Mari-Beth O’Neill.  Mari-Beth and Dr. Sharon Albright from the AKC/CHF 
attended the Student AVMA Symposium 9-11 March at the University of Georgia.  Future 
appearances will be at the Therio Conference 2019, 24-27 July in Savannah, GA; the AVMA 
meeting in Washington, D.C. 2-6 August; the 2019 Canine Health Foundation National Parent 
Club Canine Health Conference in St. Louis, MO, 9-11 August; and the N.Y. Veterinary 
Conference 2019 in NYC, 7-8 November, to be held at the Javits Center. 

AKC will provide $25,000 to offset the hotel and meal costs for veterinary students and 
theriogenology residents attending the St. Louis National Parent Club Canine Health 
Conference.   $35,000 has been awarded to veterinary students during 2019 in the form of 
scholarships ranging from $1000 to $5000 each for students attending 12 different veterinary 
schools. 

16 “lunch and learn” sessions were held at various veterinary schools during 2018.  12 have 
been held thus far this year with 6 more being planned.   

 



A variety of suggestions were then offered by committee members and guests as to how to 
grow the outreach to veterinarians. 

AKC Board Member Steven Hamblin suggested that program templates be developed for the 
education of veterinary students as well as local veterinarians and securing their involvement 
by inviting them to attend and hosting them at local dog shows. 

Canine Health Committee member Eddie Dziuk suggested that such a presentation be extended 
to agricultural students as well as veterinary students.   This idea was applauded by committee 
member Dr. Joellen Gregory.   

Canine Health Committee Dr. Sophia Kaluzniacki suggested that veterinary technician students 
and vet techs be included as well. 

Chair Susan Hamil asked that the various current forms of veterinary outreach be described in 
detail accompanied by the educational methods and materials used and that information be 
submitted to her for review and consolidation by the Canine Health Committee.   Mari-Beth 
O’Neill/Keith Frazier were to provide information on the “lunch and learn” and veterinary 
conference presentations, Eddie Dziuk on his work with veterinary students, especially involving 
their attendance at dog shows, and Anne Bowes on her work with Ladies’ Dog Club members in 
educating Tufts veterinary students at dog shows. 

An appeal was then made to members of the Canine Health Committee to consider working on 
the organization of this material so that it could be documented and promulgated.   

 

Chair Susan Hamil suggested to Board Member Steven Hamblin that the various brachycephalic 
breeds might consider working together to create a proactive presentation which would 
accentuate the positive health aspects of these breeds.   This would place the airway problems 
in a more realistic framework.  Considerable discussion by the committee, staff and guests 
ensued.   

 

Parent Clubs Committee:    Not attended due to conflict with Canine Health Committee. 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

The Forum was presented by Doug Ljungren, AKC Executive V.P. of Sports and events. 

During 2018, the AKC clubs held 216,000 events, comprising 3.2 million entries and 25 different 

sports activities.   Among the Title Recognition Programs, Barn Hunt and Dog Diving entries 

increased by 106,000, the largest yearly increase in 15 years.   24,987 Trick Dog titles were 

awarded during 2018; the Therapy Dog title also continued to be popular. 



Confirmation entries decreased for the 15th straight year.  However, since these were down 

only by 366 entries = 0.2%, there is some hope that the downward slope is flattening out.  

Junior Showmanship, however, showed a 5.8% increase in juniors participating, the largest 

growth in 12 years.   Confirmation B-matches, which had declined between 2010 and2017, 

seemed to be flattening out.   The 4-6-month puppy class continues to increase in popularity.  

28% of those exhibiting are new to the sport, and 80% of those participating in the puppy class 

go on to regular confirmation classes.   The National Owner Handled Series is increasingly 

popular and becoming more competitive.   

Agility has stopped growing after 6 years of continuous growth.   This is attributed to the large 

number of competing organizations offering this sport. 

Obedience entries have decreased for the past 6 years at a rate of -3.1% per year.  Rally, on the 

other hand, increased by 14,100 entries during 2018.  Rally entries have continued to grow 

since this sport was separated from obedience in 2013. 

Traditional performance entries, which are “hunting-based activities” continued to decline at a 

rate of -1.1% per years.  This would appear to reflect overall social trends, with decreasing 

involvement in hunting.  Gun licenses have decreased since the 1980’s. 

 

Modern performance events, including CAT, Fast CAT and Scent Work are increasingly popular.  

During 2018 there were 79,000 entries in Scent Work, which has now displaced Rally as the 4th 

most popular sport. 

CGC, which was made a title in 2013, increased by 21% during 2018.  AKC has been successful in 

holding off the competition in this area. 

For the country, the number of all breed shows has increased by 6 shows during the last 8 

years.  However, this varies by region.  Shows in the Northeast have decreased by 12, in the 

Southeast by 1, and in the Upper Midwest by 3.  On the other hand, shows have increased by 

17 in the West, and by 5 on the West Coast.   During this time 9 new all-breed clubs have 

formed and 23 have dissolved.   In 2011 the AKC became concerned that new all-breed clubs 

were taking entries away from established clubs and tightened the requirements for new clubs.  

This year the policy was loosened slightly.  New all-breed or group clubs must be 300 miles 

away from the nearest all-breed or group show on any day of the cluster.   71% of group shows 

are now held with all-breed shows; 65% of specialty shows are now held with all-breed shows.   

To encourage the formation of new regional specialty clubs, these are now membership-based 

rather than distance-based.  The requirement for B-matches has been dropped and the time 

required for approval shortened by half.  Larger territories are allowed for less common breeds. 

On account of the large variation between the number of shows per year available within 200 

miles of Philadelphia (49 per year) and those available in the Rocky Mountain West (16 per 



year), 15 clubs have been granted permission to hold a 3rd show each year.  Most of these clubs 

are in Colorado, New Mexico, or south Florida. 

Last year’s change which allowed one point for the Best of Winners if only one class dog and 

one class bitch were entered has resulted in an absentee rate decrease of 50% in those shows 

where it applied. 

 

The Report of AKC Board Chairman William J. Feeney was to be emailed. 

 

The President’s Report consisted of a presentation by Brandi Hunter, AKC V.P. of Public 

Relations and Communications and Melissa Olin, Director of Digital Marketing.  The AKC.org 

website receives 8 million visits/month.   Facebook video views on the AKC site number 28 

million to date.  There are 4.4 million followers on Facebook and 4.2 million who “engage.”   

The AKC is seen in “positive” at a rate of 88%. 

 

The Chief Financial Officer’s Report was delivered by Joseph Baffuto, Chief Financial Officer. 

Total revenues as of April 30, 2019, the first 4 months of the AKC fiscal year, were $26.670 

million, as compared with $25.112 million for the same period in 2018.  Expenses were $23.879 

million with a 2018 4-month figure of $25.112.  Operating income was therefore up by $1.788 

million, as compared with $819,000 for the first 4 months of 2018.  Of the $555,000 increase in 

total revenues during the first 4 months of 2019, dog registrations accounted for $192,000, 

litter registrations $203,000, pedigrees $188,000 and sports and events $347,000. 

For the first fourth months of 2019, litter registrations were 85,797 (+3%); dog registrations 

were 213,102 (+2%).    

Investment gains for the first 4 months of 2019 were $10.845 million, representing a return of 

10.7%.  Total assets year-to-date are $180.013 million with total liabilities of $109.736 million. 

 

Votes of the Delegates: 

The Champlain Valley Kennel Club was approved as a new member club. 

Five amendments to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows were approved.   These represented 

changes in format in one and changing of the italicized portions of certain sections 

(recommendation) to non-italicized (part of the rule) in four.   

One amendment to the Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedure for Retrievers was approved.  

This ended the possibility for dogs to run as the first dog of a series more than once at the same 

stake at the same trial. 



 

 

 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

14 July 2019 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 


