
 

DELEGATES MEETING 

11-12 June 2018 

Newark, New Jersey 

 

Canine Health Committee 

AKC Canine Health Foundation Diane Brown announced that the 2017 Annual Report of the 
Foundation was available online.  For the second year GuideStar had award their Platinum Seal 
of Transparency, the highest level of recognition for performance of a nonprofit charitable 
organization.     The 2018 Research Grants Portfolio publication was distributed which describes 
the currently funded on-going research.   Through April of this year, $2.5 million has been 
awarded in 20 research program areas.  In comparison $1.97 million was awarded during 2017.   
Good progress is being made toward obtaining the $250,000 match in each of the three areas 
available this year for AKC matching.  These are hemangiosarcoma research, “new/lapsed 
donors,” and the C.H.O.I.C.E (Canine Health Opportunity to Impact CarE) program.  The 
C.H.O.I.C.E program provides that any transfer from a Donor Advised Fund to any research 
program area will be matched for canine health research by the AKC up to $250,000.   The tick-
borne disease initiative, which began in 2016, continues with new work in the possible role of 
Bartonella infection correlated with hemangiosarcoma in dogs.   The epilepsy initiative, 
beginning in 2017, has identified two new genes which are associated with the occurrence of 
epilepsy in certain breeds (and in humans).   The efficacy of cannabidiol for the treatment of 
canine epilepsy is currently under investigation at Colorado State University. 

Dr. Brown acknowledged the milestone of $500,000 in total support from the OFA to date. 

In the area of continuing education for dog owners and breeders, the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation is publishing, in association with Dr. Jason Stull, a series of informative articles on 
emerging infectious diseases in dogs (http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-
concerns/top-health-concerns.html ), the most recent about Canine Brucellosis.  These are 
available and down-loadable on the AKC/CHF website as are also links to CHF-sponsored 
webinars on currently pertinent canine health topics, available at no charge 
(http://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/chf-and-vetvine-webinars.html ).   

Dr. Brown announced that planning was underway for the next Parent Club Canine Health 
Conference, 9-11 August 2019 in St. Louis, MO. 

In response to a question from committee member Zingler regarding the occurrence of 
mammary cancer in dogs, Dr. Brown pointed out that up to this time, research has been 
difficult due to the natural processes involved in the production of such cancers being 
interrupted by spaying.   However, there is a new project supported by CHF at the University of 
Pennsylvania with an on-going study of 100 intact bitches belonging to disadvantaged persons 
in Philadelphia. 

http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-concerns/top-health-concerns.html
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Dr. Brown alerted the audience to the possible hazards to pet dogs, which are being used 
increasingly as “models” of human disease, but which are recruited by appeals to their owners 
as being given an opportunity for treatments which are not yet validated and not available to 
most veterinarians.  Pet dogs are not subject to the same animal research restraints imposed by 
the Animal Welfare Act and the USDA/FDA guidelines on the use of laboratory animals.   
Owners therefore need to assure themselves that in such clinical trials, the welfare of the dogs 
is of primary importance and that such trials are not merely schemes to enlist pet dogs as 
research subjects in projects which are directed mainly to improving treatments for humans.   If 
any member of the fancy encounters this type of trial, they are invited to contact Dr. Brown, 
who can help assess the study in question. 

In response to a question from guest Steven Hamblin, Dr. Brown stated that veterinary 
outreach by the Foundation will be greatly facilitated by the recent employment of Sharon 
Albright, DVM, CCRT, the new Manager of Communications and Veterinary Outreach. 

Chairman Hamil alerted those present that the Purina Weight-Circle Program is changing so 
that weight-circles no longer need by submitted but rather scans of the receipts.   Weight 
circles will not be accepted after 31 July 2018.  Pertinent information is available at 
http://purinaproclub.com/.  It is also important the parent clubs designate accurately the 
persons who should receive the Purina checks provided directly to the clubs.  Returned checks 
will be credited to the AKC/CHF rather than the parent club. 

OFA CEO Eddie Dziuk reported that two additional breeds had signed onto the CHIC program—
Flat Coated Retrievers and Bergamasco Sheepdog.   With the large number of national 
specialties being held around the country this time of year, over 1000 samples have recently 
been submitted to the DNA bank at OFA by specialty clubs.  Mr. Dziuk expressed concern about 
the large-scale “panel” DNA tests being offered commercially.   Although a particular dog might 
be shown to have an allele associated with a particular disease, that finding may have no 
relevance to that dog’s breed as the disease itself might not occur in that breed.   Caution is 
therefore warranted in interpreting the results of such tests. 

Mr. Dziuk also reported that the veterinary outreach program was going well.  Regular 
presentations are made at the annual Student American Veterinary Medical Association 
meetings, the next scheduled for the University of Georgia.  Diane Brown has attended “lunch 
and learn” sessions at Texas A & M, which were also attended by veterinary researchers and 
school administrators.   Chief Veterinary Officer Jerry Klein has made several presentations.  At 
those veterinary schools where the AKC has funded theriogenology fellowships, clinical visits for 
reproductive issues have greatly increased. 

Keith Frazier, on behalf of Mari-Beth O’Neill, also highlighted the increasing success of the 
veterinary outreach program.  AKC Chief Veterinary Office Dr. Jerry Klein has presented 
sessions at Illinois, at the University of Georgia (assisted by delegate Gail LaBerge) and at Tufts 
(assisted by delegate Anne Bowes).   Researchers as well as dean’s office personnel have 
attended.   Eleven veterinary scholarships have been awarded in 2018 to students at 9 schools, 
with a total of $26,000 contributed.   Dr. Klein will attend a theriogenology conference in 
Milwaukee on August 1. 

http://www.purinaproclub.com/


 

Dr. Joellen Gregory reported that the Otterhound semen bank had achieved a 501(c)3 
determination by the IRS and that pet owners had been invited to contribute specimens from 
their dogs provided that the required health testing had been done.   Virtually all Otterhounds 
have had blood specimens contributed to the OFA DNA-bank. 

Mr. Dziuk reported that the “harmonization” of genetic testing project had finally matured to 
the point where on-line information is now searchable by specific breed, by specific canine 
disease, and by each participating laboratory.  The objective has been to provide a neutral 
third-party resource with laboratories providing information on their qualifications, 
certifications and whether they provide genetic counselling.  See http://www.dogwellnet.com 

Carmen Battaglia, AKC Board Liaison, presented an up-dated analysis of “low-entry” breeds and 
their gradual disappearance from confirmation events between 2010 and 2017.  He stated that 
2017 represented the 15th consecutive decline in confirmation entries.  Of the 3500 
confirmation shows last year, 80% had fewer than 1000 entries.  Each of the new breeds added 
to the AKC studbooks during the last 10 years demonstrates a decline in numbers of dogs and 
of litters registered.  Limited registrations, which began in 1998 with 275 litters, reached an all-
time high in 2017 with 122,500 limited registrations.   Dr. Battaglia referenced Dr. Jerold Bell’s 
contention that a breed had to grow and expand to remain healthy.    

 

Dog Show Rules Committee 

Since the Parent Clubs Committee was held at the same time as the Canine Health Committee, I 
could not attend that and so decided to attend Dog Show Rules instead.   It appears that this 
committee is heavily involved in converting the italicized portions of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, which signifies “regulations,” to a regular font, which signifies “rules,” and which 
therefore must be approved by the AKC Board.   As was observed by a fellow delegate: “It is 
about as exciting as watching paint dry.”   Among items under discussion was the rule that, 
unless a licensed dog show superintendent, a show secretary could serve in this capacity for 
only one all-breed show per year.   An item which had been rejected by the AKC Board, namely 
the removal of show dates and locations from ribbons, was again discussed as a cost-saving 
measure.   It was pointed out that since the printing of ribbons is ordinarily a service provided 
by the superintendent, and since superintendents did not wish to store extra ribbons for next 
year’s show, and since ribbons were only printed after the entries were known, there would be 
no significant cost savings—just extra work for the show committee.   Another proposal, which 
would eliminate the street addresses of judges from show catalogues was discussed but not 
acted upon.  (It was unclear whether judges did not wish to advertise their travels and so 
encourage break-ins or whether they feared reprisals from unhappy exhibitors.)   A significant 
proposal was discussed and passed which would permit the awarding of one confirmation point 
if there were but one dog and one bitch in the classes and one of them was awarded Best of 
Winners.   Although this would be most helpful to low-entry breeds, it would apply to all breeds 
providing that the number of entries in class dogs and bitches would equal the number 
required in one sex for the awarding of one point.   This proposal had previously been rejected 
by the board, but since the Parent Club Committee had also passed this proposal and AKC 
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Events Staff and the Board seemed increasingly concerned about the continued decline in 
conformation entries, there is hope that the AKC Board might this time agree. 

 

The Forum 

A presentation by the AKC (Explosives) Detection Dog Task Force included a demonstration by a 
well-trained Golden Retriever.   It appears that Sporting Dogs are recommended for this work 
since they are less intimidating to the public than are the “pointy eared” German Shepherd 
Dogs and Malinois.  Besides Goldens, Flat-coated Retrievers and German Short-haired and 
Wire-haired Pointers are also favored for bomb-detection work.   With the increasing need for 
their services (Disney uses 50 dogs in their parks), there is a shortage, and it is hoped that 
American breeders can fill the void.   However, extensive training of puppy candidates is 
required and with it the retention of the puppies by the breeders for many months, which 
coupled with the low prices paid by the government, represents an on-going problem.   
However, the Task Force is holding regular meetings with government and private security 
contractors, as well as with interested sporting dog breeders, and it is hoped that supply 
problems can be worked-out.   A “chipmunk” training exercise was illustrated and alleged to 
strengthen core muscles.   This consists of training the dog to sit on its haunches by using a toy 
rodent as bait.   It was said that if the dog was made to perform this exercise consistently 3 
times a week, it would extend the life of the dog by 3 years (?)   Anne Bowes, Delegate for the 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club asked if short-legged dogs, like Corgis, could be used.   It seems 
that there may be some demand for little dogs by the Navy as they may be better suited for 
searching ship holds or shipping containers.  (I am afraid that Aussies would be distracted by 
any rats.) 

 

President’s Report 

This was given-over to Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President of Sports and Events.   He stated 
that the AKC now offered 25 different sports events, including conformation, and that there 
were 20,000 events per year (400 per week) with 3.1 million entries per year.  He also noted 
that conformation entries had fallen every year since 2004, with a large drop in 2008, 
attributed to the recession.   2017 saw 24,000 entries lost, down 2% from 2016.  The 2018 year-
to-date loss is 0.6% compared to 2017.  For the past 5 years, obedience has shown a 3% decline 
per year.   However, year-to-date entries this year are up 14%, an increase which he attributed 
to the recent change in group exercises (handlers no longer leave the dogs off leash in the ring).  
CGC title were 70,082 in 2017 and are up 10% this year and should reach a 1 million total this 
summer.  Although traditional performance events have decreased 0.6% each year during the 
past decade, CAT, Fast CAT, scent work, barn hunt, dock-diving, therapy dog all show increasing 
participation.   18,086 titles were awarded in the Trick Dog program during 2017. 

 

 



 

Financial Report 

CFO Joseph Baffuto gave the financial report.   Through 30 May 2017, year-to-date income is 
$31.177 million, and expenses are $29.543 million, up from 29.156 million and 25.574 million 
for the same period last year.  Net operating income for the first 5 months of 2018 is 3.411 
million, up from 1.634 million for the same period last year.  Litter registrations so far this year 
are 104,083 and dog registrations 255,886, up 6% and 5% respectively since last year.   Total 
revenues for the first 5 months of 2018 are up $2.0 million, or 7%.  Of this revenue increase, 
$896,000 is in dog registrations, $720,000 in royalties/sponsors, $497,000 in the CGC program, 
$191,000 in litter registrations.   

Total staff level is 338, up 28 positions since 2017.  The increase is attributed to increased 
programs, AKC.TV, N.Y. office relocation, and increased communication and public relations 
activities.  Contributions to the AKC Canine Health Foundation have increased by $348,000 so 
far this year.   As of 05/31/2018, total assets are $171.7 million with total liabilities of 77.3 for 
total unrestricted assets of 94.4 million, up from 83.2 million last year. 

 

New Member Clubs elected were the American Saluki Association and the U.S. Neapolitan 

Mastiffs Club. 

 

All proposed amendments to the Dog Show Rules passed.   The recommendation that Best in 
Show judge be someone who had not previously judged that day was removed.  The provision 
that notification must be printed in the Premium List if a club is not offering the three-point 
major to the Reserve Winners at the National Specialty was moved from Chapter 16 to Chapter 
6.  “Licensed” judges are now “approved judges,” since judges are independent contractors 
rather than ACK employees, and this wording is thought to be more legally correct.   An 
italicized sentence regarding electronic communication of judging programs was “de-italicized” 
to make it part of the rule, rather than a regulation. 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 
delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 
meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 
meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 
you. 

 

William I. Christensen, Delegate 

 


