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Canine Health Committee: 

Susan Hamil reminded those present of the “Canines and Cocktails” event to be held this 
evening at 7:00 p.m. at the Rosen Centre Hotel.  For those not previously purchasing them, 
tickets will be available at the door. 

She also reminded everyone that the AKC Parent Club Health Conference will be held 11-13 
August 2022 at the Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the Arch, St. Louis, Missouri.   Although an in-
person event, club members and others interested may also attend virtually.   The AKC, OFA, 
and Purina will support attendance by veterinary students. 

 

Dr. Jennifer MacLeay reported attending a conference on the “Dog Aging Project,” in late 
September at Washington State University.   This is a long-term epidemiologic study, funded by 
the NIH Institute of Aging, which has currently enrolled 35,000 dogs and hope to enroll 100,000.  
Dog owners can enroll their dogs at  https://dogagingproject.org/ 

 

Andrea Fiumefreddo summarized the activities of the AKC Canine Health Foundation during 
2022.  Over $3.4 million dollars has been awarded in 54 research grants across 18 different 
research program areas, including multiple educational grants.  Theriogenology grants were 
awarded to Auburn University and the Ohio State University.  Four Clinician-Scientist 
Fellowships were awarded to young scientists investigating ophthalmologic diseases, cancer, 
and emergency treatment of baclofen poisoning (a muscle relaxant medication for humans) in 
dogs.  Complete information is available at   https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/  or 
directly linked here    https://www.akcchf.org/assets/files/2022-Grants-Report-FINAL.pdf 

 

Eddie Dziuk reported that there are currently more than 170,000 CHIC numbers.  CHIC numbers 
are now included on AKC pedigrees when available.  There are over 70,000 DNA samples 
banked at OFA, with 1500 new ones added this year.  Sixty percent are blood specimens.  There 
were seven requests for samples by researchers, but the requested breeds had not been 
banked in sufficient numbers to be useful.   Blood samples are much more useful for research 
then cheek swabs and permit multiple distributions for each specimen banked. 

https://dogagingproject.org/
https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/
https://www.akcchf.org/assets/files/2022-Grants-Report-FINAL.pdf


With respect to BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway Syndrome), the OFA will launch the 
first screening application at the Rose City Classic (Portland, OR) dog shows in January, through 
the courtesy of Patti Strand.  OFA has licensed this test from its developers at Cambridge 
University and The Kennel Club (GB), and pilot trials have revealed that it takes approximately 
15 minutes per dog.   Physical examination by a trained veterinary specialist, including chest 
auscultation, is performed before and after a 3-minute exercise test.   Grading depends on the 
observation or auscultation of signs of respiratory obstruction, with “Grades 0-1” assigned as 
“normal” scores and Grades 2-3 as “affected.”   Five specialists will be trained at Portland by the 
initial three clinicians who participated in the pilot trials, and each of these newly trained 
specialists will train additional examiners so that a total of approximately 100 examiners will 
eventually receive training and be available for dog show evaluations. 

 

Keith Frazier reported on Mari-Beth O’Neill’s activities in veterinary outreach.   More than 200 
veterinary, veterinary technician, and agriculture students attended 13 dog shows during 2022, 
including a large attendance at the German Shepherd Dog National Specialty where they were 
hosted by Dr. Carmen Battaglia.   This exposure to purebred dogs and their breeders has had a 
significant impact on veterinary student attitudes toward purebred dogs, and any clubs in the 
vicinity of a veterinary school are encouraged to host a tour.   Mari-Beth will provide 
appropriate information and assistance.  

 Even more exciting, now that we live in an era when many veterinarians have never whelped a 
litter, is the creation at Tufts, of an elective whereby veterinary students earn scholastic credit 
for enrolling in a program whereby they are paired with breeders to learn about pedigree 
analysis, health testing, breeding and whelping, at which they are present, and also view the 
breeder webinars in AKC Canine College and tour a dog show.  Three students enrolled in the 
first semester, and five have signed-up for the spring semester.   Lauri Malucci, Gale Golden, 
and Stacey Ober worked with Tufts facility to develop the curriculum, which is being prepared 
for publication by one of the faculty members, and which, it is hoped, will be adopted by other 
veterinary schools. 

“Meet the AKC Events” occurred at 26 veterinary schools during 2022, with Mari-Beth and Dr. 
Jerry Klein or Dr. Darin Collins usually presenting but with Eddie Dziuk presenting at Missouri in 
November. 

AKC sponsored a booth at the Student American Veterinary Medical Association at the 
University of Minnesota 11-13 March which aimed to familiarize those attending with the AKC 
Fit Dog Program.   Mari-Beth and the AKC/CHF attended the Therio Conference 20-23 July in 
Bellevue, Washington, with Mari-Beth and Dr. Darin Collins hosting a reception for students, 
residents, and their faculty mentors.   Mari-Beth, together with the AKC/CHF and AKC Reunite, 
attended the American Veterinary Association convention, 29 July-2 August in Philadelphia. 

Scholarships will be awarded in April 2023, totaling $65,000 to veterinary students who either 
compete in veterinary events or pursue research involving purebred dogs.   In March, a total of 
$22,000 will be awarded in scholarships to qualifying participants in the Juniors program. 



 

Dr. Charles Garvin announced that the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank website is up and 
running.   The link is  http://www.akcppb.org    A new white paper by Jerold S. Bell, DVM, a 
geneticist at Tufts and board member of the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank, is posted at that 
site and explains, with respect to genetic considerations, the basis and need for a breed semen 
repository.   Pending AKC Board approval, Dr. Garvin hopes that the Bank may begin accepting 
donations as of 15 January 2023.  IRS approval as a non-for-profit 501.C.3 corporation is 
pending their review of the extensive application.   Monica Henderson has been hired as the 
project manager and may be contacted at  mailto:monica.henderson@akcppb.org    

A virtual presentation is being prepared for presentation at Parent Club meetings and will be 
accompanied by a scheduled, live Q & A session.  Dr. Garvin pointed out that the Bank will be 
“wide open” in accepting semen donations but “very discriminate” in providing frozen semen, 
with guidelines developed in association with the Parent Clubs, should they choose to 
participate.  (Three Parent Clubs have now established their own semen banks.) 

Parent Clubs are strongly encouraged to ensure that semen donations from living dogs are 
accompanied by corresponding blood donations to the OFA DNA bank.   This will make it 
possible for withdrawals of semen in the distant future to be informed by DNA testing of the 
blood specimen for as-yet-to-be-developed genetic tests. 

 

AKC Executive V.P., Mark Dunn, together with Dr. Claire Wiley, AKC Executive Director of AKC 
DNA Programs, helped guide a wide-ranging discussion of the role of multiplex genetic testing 
as an aid to the selection of dogs for breeding within the context of a Parent Club, a Parent Club 
which might or might not contract with a particular provider of multiplex genetic tests.  Clubs 
are advised to consult with their attorneys prior to signing any outside contract, as should be 
customary. 

The AKC will soon launch a program offering genetic testing to breeders.  The testing, although 
on a multiplex platform, will be focused on those tests which are recommended or required by 
the Parent Clubs and as informed by continuing genetic research.    In many cases the AKC will 
have an initial DNA profile on the individual dog which will ensure that the test results pertain 
to the dog sampled.   A genetic counselling call center to assist breeders will accompany this 
service. 

 

AKC Executive V.P., Mark Dunn briefly reported on the joint Federation Cynologique 
Internationale (FCI) and Federación Canófila Mexicana (FCM) World Congress for Dog Welfare and 
Health held in Mexico City 31 October through 2 November 2022.   Several other AKC 
representatives attended, and Dr. Jerry Bell presented virtually.  Overall, there appeared to be less 
agitation by “animal rights” representatives than in the past although some of the FCI leadership 
were still trying to find middle ground with those activists.  The AKC/CHF had provided a variety of 
informational literature in Spanish, which was greatly appreciated by those attending the Congress.  

http://www.akcppb.org/
mailto:monica.henderson@akcppb.org


The quotation which Mark believes that we all need to remember is: “only breeders can improve 
the health of breeds.” 

 

Parent Clubs Committee:   

Peter Piusz was elected Chair by the Committee. 

He stated that a memorial award would be established by the Committee in memory of Pat 
Laurans, the long-term AKC Delegate, Board Member and immediate past Chair of the Parent 
Clubs Committee. 

One Parent Club has applied for AKC member status. 

The development of 5-year plans as a Parent Club tool has been dropped as there has been no 
interest in it. 

 

Sheila Goffe, AKC Director of Government Relations, reported that the AKC PAC had donated 
$45,000 dollars during 2022 to 63 different political candidates.  Of the 50 supported 
candidates who were up for election in the November General Election, 50 won.   The activities 
of the PAC are important supporting a legislator eases access to that legislator, and the 
message that legislators need to receive is that breed club’s members are the experts on 
breeding.     

The so-called Puppy Protection Act has wide support in both House and Senate and will 
probably be carried over into next year.   It has several provisions which are unfavorable for 
responsible breeders.  Any owner of four or more intact females of any species can be 
designated as a “commercial breeder” by the USDA and subject to licensing if a single animal is 
transferred “sight unseen.”   There are regulations on the number of litters which can be bred 
and well as a requirement that animals be spayed and neutered if they fail any health tests. 

AKC Government Relations will hold a conference in Raleigh, N.C. 21-22 January 2023. 

 

Don James reported that his Best Practices Committees had filed ten outlines on the Delegate’s 
Portal.  Webinars on each area will eventually follow. 

 

Helen Prince would like club show chairs to complete the Show Site Survey ASAP after an 
event.  This will help other clubs who are trying to identify a suitable site.   She also reported 
that the AKC Archive had completed digital archiving of all dog show catalogues from the 1940’s 
and 1950’s.   The Archive will also store digital recordings of interviews with “iconic” breeders if 
in the proper format.   Contact the Archivist to find out which formats are acceptable. 



The Parent Club Breeder Development Sub-committee has requested that the AKC require the 
listing of a “breeder development coordinator” by each Parent Club.  “Breeder Development” 
will be the topic of the June Delegate Forum. 

 

Richard Rohrbacher felt that Parent Club participation in Meet the Breed events helped raise 
the status of purebred dogs with the general public.   His club offers support to members who 
participate in order to offset their expenses, especially if lodging is required. 

He also requested that Delegates be provided with an AKC directory including all departments 
and contacts with relevant emails and telephone numbers.   Board Liaison Ann Wallin 
demurred. 

 

Delegate Meeting: 

Chairman Thomas Davies reported that 2022 had been another successful year of the AKC and 
praised the work of President Dennis Sprung and the rest of the AKC staff. 

President Dennis Sprung stated that this year’s AKC Championship Show had 9375 entries, 
making it the largest show in its 22 year history and the largest dog show in North America. 

He introduced Kirstin Bahlke, Vice President of Marketing, who discussed marketing strategies 
in general and the importance of enhancing the perceived value of AKC registration of a dog in 
particular.   She then introduced Melissa Oland, Director of Digital Marketing, who explained 
and played some examples of marketing on TikTok, the fastest growing social platform.  60% of 
youths between the ages of 16 and 24 participate as do 25% of those 25 to 44.  She believes 
that this platform “maintains relevance to the modern world and engages the audience in a 
authentic, humorous way,” and “strengthens the tie with younger, multigenerational dog 
owners.” 

Melissa also discussed the importance of the “Pupdate” publication in educating new puppy 
owners and asked breeders to check out the AKC Breeder Toolkit, which provides online 
management of all one’s dogs. 

Chief Financial Officer Ted Phillips reported on year-to-date business metrics and revenues as 
compared with the first 3 quarters of 2021.    

Dog registrations increased from 563,978 to 619,685; litter registrations decreased from 
248,628 to 245,718.  The number of AKC events decreased from 18,701 to 15,780 and the 
number of entries from 2,607,730 to 2,308,461. 

Of total operating revenues of $80.4 million, $56.1 million came from registration and event 
fees, $14.4 million from advertising, sponsorship, and royalties, and $9.2 million from product 
and service sales.   Operating expenses of $61.6 million were comprised of $28.6 million for 
staff, $11.4 for professional fees, $8.8 for fulfillment, $8 million for insurance, rent, and 
depreciation, and $3.7 million for donations. 



Total assets are $235,886 million, liabilities $120,546 million, and net assets $11,340 million. 

 

  

Voting: 

Two amendments to the AKC Bylaws were approved by the Delegate Body, the first relative to 
the nominating process for the AKC Board of Directors, and the second more accurately 
defining the role of the Chief Financial Officer. 

Numerous proposed changes to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows were read and will be subject 
to future voting.  Most were “clean-up” changes and not substantial. 

 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen, Delegate 

11 February 2023 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting. Summaries of the minutes for all 
meetings are posted on the AKC website. If you need the full official minutes for a committee 
meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 
you. 

 

 


