
DELEGATE MEETING 

16-17 December 2021 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

Dr. Charles Garvin introduced the new officers of the AKC Canine Health Foundation:  Darin 

Collins, DVM, Chief Executive Officer, and Jennifer MacLeay, MBA, DVM, PhD, DACVIM, Chief 

Scientific Officer. 

 
Eddie Dziuk announced that this was the twentieth anniversary of the OFA CHIC program, 

which began in the Fall of 2001 with eight AKC breeds participating.    211 breeds are now 

participating, including some from the Foundation Stud Service Program.   New breeds joining 

the program this year include the Dutch Shepherd, the Dandie Dinmont Terrier, the Boxer, and 

the Shih Tzu.    157,000 dogs now have CHIC numbers.  11,000 have been added this year, with 

600 so far this year. 

Blood collections for addition to the DNA bank have increased this fall with the resumption of 

national specialty shows.   There are now 31,000 samples from 211 different breeds in the 

bank.  Researchers from Clemson, the University of Alberta, the University of Wisconsin, and 

the University of Missouri have recently accessed this material. 

Keith Frazier reported two article which emphasized the effectiveness of dog show tours in 

acquainting veterinary students with the positive aspects of purebred dog breeding.  Nineteen 

Cornell veterinary students attending the Wine Country Circuit, an Elmira Kennel Club event, on 

10/02/2021.   Mentors were assigned to help the students get an inside look into the world of 

breeders, exhibitors, and field veterinary care providers.   This article from the Cornell 

University Veterinary College News includes many positive reactions from the veterinary 

students.   https://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/20211019/cornell-veterinary-students-take-deep-dive-

finger-lakes-dog-show-world 

 A similarly positive article detailed the experience of the 12 University of Florida veterinary 
students who attended the Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay show on 11/07/2021.   The 
students were able to meet and talk with breeders, veterinarians, the AKC Representative and 
even participated in the evaluation of a litter of Doberman Pinscher puppies.   Several students 
expressed an interest in attending one of the training programs in ear-cropping offered by the 
Doberman Pinscher Club of America.   http://www.caninechronicle.com/current-
articles/university-of-florida-veterinary-students-attend-space-coast-kc-of-palm-bay 
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Forty-five students from U. Penn Veterinary School attending the Kennel Club of Philadelphia 

show in November; six from Tufts, as well as the newly appointed Dean, attended the 

Springfield Kennel Club show over the Thanksgiving weekend.   Delegate Anne Bowes and the 

Ladies Dog Club are to be congratulated on the initial concept and continuing success of these 

tours.   Veterinary students have been especially interested in conversing with veterinarians 

who also breed purebred dogs, and even started a “dog club” at Tufts.    

Mari-Beth O’Neill is hosting 5 of the 6 current theriogenology residents at the AKC National 

Championship this weekend.   They will attend the Canine and Cocktails event as well as 

working at the AKC/Canine Health Foundation booth at the dog show. 

Mari-Beth attended the NY Vet Conference at the Javits Center on November 4-5 and noted 

that attendance had decreased significantly since the previous 2019 in-person event.   She 

plans to staff an AKC booth at the Student American Veterinary Medicine Association March 11-

13 in Minneapolis, MN. 

Twenty-eight virtual veterinary school meetings have been held so far this year, all save four 

presented by Dr. Jerry Klein, AKC Chief Veterinary Officer.  Dr. Nicole Sugal, theriogenology 

resident and Breeder of Merit of Standard Poodles, presented the session at VA-MD on 

10/14/2021 to 20 students; Dr. Mary McDaniel on 10/29/2021 to 15 students at Florida; Dr. 

Marina Renee Lara, theriogenology specialist and platinum Breeder of Merit at Texas A & M to 

82 students; and Eddie Dziuk at on 11/17/2021 at University of Missouri to 20 students. 

$65,000 in veterinary scholarships, up from $35,000 last year, will be awarded in April and May 

2022 to candidates who have either participated in the sport of purebred dogs or have had 

purebred canine research experience.  Junior scholarship applications have been posted on-line 

and $22,000 will be awarded in March 2022. 

 

Andrea Fiumefreddo, Vice President of Programs & Operations at the AKC/Canine Health 

Foundation, reported that $3.4 million in research grants had been awarded in 2021.   Forty 

percent of grants had a One Health component.  The AKC Parent Club Health Conference in 

August was held virtually, which allowed 400 participants to attend.   (Attendance had been 

limited to 250 in-person in previous years.)    Current plans are to consider a dual nature event.     

AKC/CHF officers and staff plan to expand their visits to dog shows around the country, in part 

to learn more about breed-specific health issues.     

The AKC has doubled their contribution to the AKC Canine Health Foundation to $2 million for 

2022. 

The 2021-2022 Grant Report, which was distributed at the meeting, is available at this link:  

https://www.akcchf.org/assets/programs/AKC-CHF-2021-Grants-Report.pdf 
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Dr. Charles Garvin, AKC Board Member, reported on progress in the creation of an AKC 

Purebred Preservation Bank.   A mission statement has been developed.  Current work is 

primarily being performed by AKC and non-for-profit corporation specialists developing a 

governance plan which will meet the needs of future dog breeders and also satisfy IRS 

requirements.  An additional 6-12 months of legal work is anticipated.   Also in development are 

the mechanism of collaborating with Parent Clubs as they will control the standards for 

depositing specimens as well as future access, the identification of the best commercial storage 

facilities, and the development of an instructional and educational website.   Dr. Jerald Bell, 

Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts, and Dr. Marty Greer, International Canine 

Semen Bank –Wisconsin are assisting Executive Vice President Mark Dunn in developing this 

project. 

Delegate Don James reported an adverse reaction by some members of his parent club, as did 

two other guests.   Members of their clubs resisted the idea that the owner of the semen, once 

donating it, would lose control over who could use the semen.   Both Dr. Garvin and Mark Dunn 

responded that the purpose of the AKC semen bank was not to further (or not) the breeding 

program of individual members of the Parent Club.   The purpose was to ensure the survival of 

semen specimens from every breed, which, in turn, might, in the future, save that breed from 

extinction.    Its purpose is analogous to that of the (Norwegian) Svalbard Global Seed Vault, 

which provides long-term storage of duplicates of seeds conserved in gene banks across the 

world.   This provides security of the world’s food supply against the loss of seeds in gene banks 

due to mismanagement, accident, equipment failures, funding cuts, and natural disasters.   It 

may well be that the banked semen will not be used for fifty years, by which time most owners 

of the donor dogs will have died.  Moreover, the criteria according to which semen will be 

distributed from the AKC semen bank will be specific to the breed and developed by each breed 

Parent Club.   Club members are to be reminded that even a once popular breed can nearly 

disappear, as pointed out by the Cocker Spaniel delegate. 

AKC has developed a FAQ information sheet concerning the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank, 

which is available in response to an email addressed to:   mailto:preservationbank@akc.org 

 

Peter Piusz noted that the Parent Club Health Statements may differ on the breed website from 

those on the AKC Marketplace puppy listing, with those on Marketplace being the most recent.   

Likewise with the information on the club fliers sent to new puppy owners.    Keith Frazier will 

work with Kirsten Bahlke, AKC V.P. of Consumer Demand, to correct this. 

Mark Dunn affirmed that CHIC numbers will soon be included in AKC registration information.   

Photographs of the dog filed with OFA as part of the process of obtaining a CHIC number will 

also be transferred to AKC Registration.    This may be a valuable resource in the future as 

semen from registered dog is submitted to the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank. 
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Susan Hamil that an algorithm for DNA submission in the event of an unexpected or unusual 

health event was still being developed   It was acknowledged that the difficulty of obtaining 

pertinent necropsy specimens was being further complicated by the increasing involvement of 

“venture capital” investors in large veterinary practice groups.   Another worsening veterinary 

issue is the difficulty in obtaining a C-section without a spay immediately following.   This is 

often unnecessary and complicates successful raising of the puppies delivered by C-section.  

AKC/CHF-sponsored theriogenology residents may be a resource in correcting this often-

unnecessary practice. 

 

Dr. Carmen Battaglia continues to examine the issue of the increasing disappearance of breeds 

from the show ring.   Although 51% of breeds are now categorized by AKC as “low entry 

breeds,” having fewer than 3500 entries in conformation events the previous year, this 

phenomenon is not limited to low-entry breeds.   All breeds are affected as reflected in the 

overall continuing decline in the number of entries required for a major.    This decline can be 

attributed to the number of purebred dogs not being bred by AKC-affiliated breeders.    Mark 

Dunn pointed out that 94% of AKC-registered dogs have not been produced by Parent Club 

members.   Of 19,000 German Shepherd Dogs registered last year, only 3000 were from Parent 

Club breeders.   Of 23,000 French Bulldogs registered last year, only 700 were from Parent Club 

members. 

 

Eddie Dziuk reported that a pilot test of the respiratory function grading scheme for 

brachiocephalic dogs, developed at Cambridge University and licensed by the OFA, will be held 

at Purina Farms on 01/15/2022.   Five to seven from each of the following breeds will be 

evaluated:  Bulldogs, French Bulldogs, and Pugs.  The test involves the clinical grading of 

respiratory function before and after 3 minutes of brisk exercise.   Grading of respiratory 

difficulty on a scale of 0 to 3 will be performed by two experienced veterinary respiratory 

surgeons. 

 

Peter Piusz announced that the Doberman Pinscher Club would present information at the 

Dock and Crop session concerning their veterinary student scholarship program which awarded 

a $1000 stipend to each veterinary student attending clinical training in this procedure by an 

expert.    

 

Parent Clubs Committee:   

Sheila Goff gave the legislative report.  Parent Clubs are urged to enlist several members, 
representing various parts of the country, to assist the club legislative liaison.   



Government Relations has issued 300 “legislative alerts” so far this year.  They are also tracking 
over 3000 pending bills.   Subjects addressed by this legislation include animal cruelty; working 
dog issues (service, herding, police, detection), which may involve temperature exposure 
provisions; animal control; rescue organizations and shelters; and those affecting AKC events, 
including hunting trials, lure-coursing and other performance events. 

On the federal level, the Health Dog Importation Act requires the dogs being imported (not 
coming and going) have a medical statement from a veterinarian or agency in the country of 
origin approved by the USDA as well as a microchip.  The Paws Off Act requires that products 
containing Xylitol be labelled as “toxic to animals.”   The National Defense Authorization Act 
includes $5 million for increasing the number of detection dogs, including $250,000 to 
encourage  

Additional legislation impacts family-owned dogs, such as recent NY State legislation which 
prohibits discrimination by insurance companies in providing homeowner’s insurance to 
owners of specific breeds. 

In the coming year expect to see more legislation relative to dogs which have been seized by 
local animal control.   The owners would have to pay the cost of boarding during the duration of 
any hearing or trial, regardless of the outcome of the hearing, and, if a payment were missed or 
late, the dogs would be forfeited for re-homing by the agency. 

Wayne Pacelle, who resigned from HSUS as CEO in 2018 in response to complaints of sexual 
harassment has now returned to the animal rights movement as part of the PAC: “Animal 
Wellness Action,” a group aimed at influencing the veterinary profession. 

Please consider donating to the AKC PAC. All of the money donated is used in a non-partisan 
way to recognize, keep in office, and help protect against attacks from animal rights groups 
those officials who support purebred dogs. AKC covers the administrative costs of the PAC.  

 

Peter Piusz reported that 440 clubs had contributed to the AKC Disaster Relief Trailers with a 
total of 1,696,000 contributed, which with $650,000 from AKC Reunite, totals $2,346,000. 

Mari-Beth O’Neill reported that two AKC Parent Clubs has been had been approved for 
Member Club status:  those for the Portuguese Podengo Pequeno and for the Cane Corso. 

Mari-Beth also reported that the final report of the Juniors Subcommittee of the Coordinating 
Committee was available on the AKC website “Junior Resources” section, entitled: “Best 
Practices for Engaging, Attracting and Retaining Juniors.”   https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-
origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/07104106/2021.12.7-JR-BP-Outline-
Document.pdf    It seems to me that it is easier for local all-breed clubs to engage junior 
members as there should exist more local contacts with youth groups and sponsors than is 
available to the national Parent Clubs. 
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Helen Prince re-emphasized that it was important for Parent Club show chairpersons to 
complete the now simplified Specialty Show Site report on the AKC website.   She suggested 
that Guy Fisher in Club Resources be contacted for more information.   [Honestly, I have been 
unable to locate this form on the AKC website.] 

 

Donald James reported that the Parent Club Best Practices Sub-committee was continuing its 
work, which will, eventually, be posted on the AKC website.   He stated that the committee is 
also developing webinars which can be accessed for presentation and discussion. 

 

Helen Prince stated that a letter summarizing the work of the Parent Club Breeder 
Development Subcommittee would be sent out to Parent Clubs in January.  She also reminded 
us that the “AKC PUPDATE” newsletter program, by which information is sent out to new puppy 
owners periodically up to the puppy’s age of 18 months, can be accessed by Parent Clubs who 
wish to add additional information relative to their clubs. The publication was revised in July to 
make it more appealing to recipients.  Thirty Parent Clubs are currently participating. Clubs who 
wish to participate should contact Glenn Lycan in Club Development.    She also suggested that 
Parent Club Fliers, sent out with new registrations, should be reviewed, and updated if 
required. 

Helen also reports that AKC Archivist Brynne White will be retiring at the end of the year.  A 
new archivist is being recruited.   Much of the archival material which Brynne has digitized will 
be made available during 2022.   Material in the archives has been collected since 1934. 

 

Peter Piusz states that 125 clubs responded to the Parent Clubs Membership Growth survey, 
and the results are being compiled and reported out early next year. 

 

Delegate Meeting 

Prior to the meeting, the three candidates for the AKC Board to be elected at the March 
Delegate Meeting spoke briefly.  All three are incumbents, and this is the first time in many 
years that all candidates are those nominated by the nominating committee, and no one is 
running by petition.   They are Christopher L Sweetwood, Trap Falls Kennel Club; Harold (Red) 
Tatum III, Fort Worth Kennel Club; and Ann Wallin, Atlanta Kennel Club.   In my opinion, all have 
been doing a good job and undoubtedly will be re-elected. 

 

Dr. Thomas Davies delivered the Chairman’s Report.   He noted that it was Ronald H. Menaker’s 
birthday and, that as Chairman of the AKC at that time, Ron was responsible for the initial AKC 
Championship show 21 years ago.   He noted that the current show has more than 5000 entries.  
The show will be televised on AKC TV on January 2nd. 



An alliance has been formed with the U.S. Police Canine Commission in order to assist with the 
purchase and registration of these working dogs.   More than 70 dogs have been purchased and 
placed with police departments.   There is a shortage of the ever more important explosive and 
drug detection dogs, with 85% currently imported.   AKC has been working to increase the 
domestic availability of these dogs by supporting the “Patriotic Puppy Program,” which will 
incentivize American breeders to produce these dogs. 

 

Dennis Sprung gave the President’s Report.   He noted that the demand for purebred dogs 
continues to exceed the domestic supply and urged that breeders in the fancy continue and 
expand their breeding programs.   In support, the AKC has endorsed creation of the AKC 
Purebred Preservation Bank, expanded the emphasis on Junior Showmanship in order to entice 
Juniors to become dog breeders, and increased support for AKC Government Relations to 
combat anti-breeder legislation.   Educational programs in support of breeders continue to 
expand.   Dennis particularly requested that current exhibitors encourage newcomers by being 
kind, patient, and welcoming diversity. 

 

Ted Phillips delivered the Financial Report.  For the period ending 09/30/2021, litter 
registrations were 245,000, up 17% from the same period in 2020; dog registrations were 
619,718, also a 17% increase.   He noted that 45% of AKC’s total revenue derived from this 
source.  During the same 9 months, AKC events had increased from 7876 in 2020 to 15,778 thus 
far in 2021, with a corresponding increase in entries from 1,213,574 to 2,279,841. 

Total revenues during the first 9 months of 2021 were $78 million, up 11.9 million from 2020, 
with total expenses of $44 million, up 7% from 2020.   Total assets are $172 million with a 
return on investments of 9.7%. 

 

All three proposed amendments to the AKC Charter and Bylaws addressing primarily 
“housekeeping” and language changes passed.    

All three proposed amendments to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows also passed.    

The first clarifies the calculation of age for the purpose of entry into an AKC event (dog’s age).  

 The second provides clubs with the option of dividing the Bred-by-Exhibitor class in Puppy and 
Adult, following the logic of the Puppy and 12-18-month classes.  An entry from any division of 
class awarded winners would be counted toward the BBE medallion as it advanced from the 
BBE class.  

The third Rules change clarified that first-place undefeated dogs of the same sex from the 
defined classes defined by the rules and all division of them (age, color, markings, etc.) are 
eligible to compete in the Winner’s Class.  The change further clarifies that the only required 
classes to be offered are American Bred and Open, and all others are at the option of the club. 



Respectfully submitted, 

 

William I. Christensen, MD, MPH 

AKC Delegate 

21 January 2022 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting. Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website. If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 


