
DELEGATES MEETING 

12-13 December 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Diane Brown distributed copies of the updated 2020 Research Grants Portfolio.   This 
includes all active grants approved through November 2019, with over $3 million in research 
grant support awarded during the year.  A multicenter trial of a new chemotherapeutic drug 
combination for canine hemangiosarcoma and a multicenter investigation of diet-associated 
dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM) in dogs were both highlighted.   The contributions of dog 
fanciers and dog clubs allowed the completion of all AKC-matched research areas in 2019, 
including that for canine hemangiosarcoma. 

 A new study in New York City will address the laboratory identification of cannabis toxicosis in 
dogs.   This is a new diagnostic problem facing veterinary emergency departments.   Dogs have 
different metabolic pathways for cannabinoids than humans and may be poisoned by these 
substances when transferred from their use in humans.  Grant proposals in neurology, epilepsy, 
and oncology are current in peer-review.   Since the number of proposals submitted continues 
to grow each year, the work of reviewing these proposals is now done throughout the year.  
The 2020 portfolio can be accessed on the website, http://www.akcchf.org and here, 
http://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/  

Dr. Brown cited an important recent publication with co-author Jason W. Stull, VMD, MPVM, 
PhD.  This addresses the risks of infections associated with the relocation of dogs coming from 
areas not subject to mandatory testing or screening programs.   This is obviously applicable to 
dogs brought into the country by retail rescue outlets.   Dr. Stull is an infectious disease and 
preventative medicine expert who previously authored a compendium of information 
concerning infectious disease transmission in dog show and other venues.  This was sponsored 
by AKC/CHF.  This article is available at http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-
concerns/top-health-concerns.html 

Dr. Brown acknowledged that the AKC/CHF was involved in the “dog aging project,” which has 
been the recent subject of some newspaper articles.   This is a multidisciplinary study 
conducted by the University of Washington and Texas A & M and funded by the NIH. 

 

Vice President Keith Frazier reported on veterinary outreach on behalf of Mari-Beth O’Neill.   
Mari-Beth attended seven conferences during 2019.  The most recent was the November 2019 
NY Vet Conference 2019 at the Javits Center.  Dr. Jerry Klein and Dr. Diane Brown also attended.    
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Free passes to the AKC Museum of the Dog were distributed, resulting in numerous visits to the 
museum.   Discounted tickets to the NY Meet the Breed event, January 25-26 at the Javits 
Center, were handed-out as well. 

The practice of holding dog show tours for veterinary students, which was established by Anne 
Bowes and the Ladies Dog Club, continued in Philadelphia and was attended by 15 students.   
Mari-Beth was assisted by Irish Setter breeder/owner/handler Anne Marie Kubacz, with over 40 
years’ experience.   Dr. A. Duane Butherus, and Dory Benedict, Grand Basset Griffon Vendeen 
Club of America President and a Purina representative.   The students were surprised to learn 
that Purina employs 500 veterinarians.  They were able to meet with a canine dentistry resident 
who breeds and exhibits Toy Poodles. 

Fifteen students from Tufts attended the Springfield (Massachusetts) Kennel Club Show and 
were able to view health testing, Obedience, Rally, Agility and Barn Hunt activities as well as the 
4-6-month puppy competition.    At lunch sponsored by the cluster, students were assigned 
tables with a veterinarian, a breeder, or an exhibitor.  AKC Board member Dominic Carota 
spoke about the Working Dog Initiative, and Stacy Ober, the AKC Government Relations 
representative for New England, discussed various legislative initiatives.   

Seniors at Harmony High School Veterinary Assisting Academy will attend the Orlando shows on 
December 13. 

Any club that would like to coordinate a tour for veterinary or veterinary tech students should 
contact Mari-Beth at MBO@akc.org or at 919-816-3789. 

Seventeen lunch and learn sessions were completed during 2019.   Anne Bowes, Linda Flynn 
and Ruth Solomon spoke at Tufts; Joan Savage and Jim Corbett at Oregon State; and Dr. Jerry 
Klein at University of Pennsylvania and Purdue. 

A total of $35,000 in scholarships will be awarded to veterinary students in May 2020, up from 
$25,000 in recent years.   Students eligible must either compete in canine events or be involved 
in canine research.   An essay must be provided by each student applicant. 

 

Eddie Dziuk updated the committee on OFA/CHIC.   

One-third of the veterinary students attending the August AKC/CHF Parent Club Health 
Conference in St. Louis have submitted the required report.   Several students are considering 
externships with veterinarians they met at the conference. 

There are currently 130,800 dogs with CHIC numbers, with 9000 of these added during 2019, an 
increase of 7% from last year.   Several breeds new to the AKC have been added this year.  
There are currently 29,000 samples in the DNA repository, 1600 new specimens up 5% from last 
year.  Researchers at 5 veterinary schools are currently utilizing this source.  The University of 
Missouri continues trying to unravel the genetic complexity of degenerative myelopathy.  The 
primary question lies with the different modes of expression in the various breeds having the 
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associated mutation.  Australian Terriers, for example, have the gene, but there is no 
expression of that gene. 

Dog owners should not forget to update the health histories of the dogs whose blood has been 
submitted.   Emails with identifying information should be sent to the main OFA e-mail address 
or to Eddie Dziuk directly.   In order to stimulate submission of this information, the 
Newfoundland Club of America has created a link on its website so that members can easily 
submit health information. 

Mr. Dziuk also reported that a dual mechanism for cardiac clearance has been recommended 
by the American Veterinary Medical Association.  Clearance with respect to congenital cardiac 
disease is based on examination by a veterinary cardiologist and remains good for the dog’s 
lifetime. On the other hand, clearance for adult-onset cardiac disease requires not only a 
cardiologist’s clinical exam but also an echocardiogram and is time-limited. 

 

AKC Executive Vice President Mark Dunn, along with Dr. Diane Brown and Eddie Dziuk, spoke 
about the AKC Ad Hoc Genetics Committee, established by AKC Board President William J. 
Feeney and chaired by AKC Board Member Karolynne M. McAteer.   The goal is to produce a 30 
page “white paper” on the application of genetic testing to dog breeds. This will define the 
appropriate use of the test information and guide breeders in their use of these tests.  The 
project will be under the scientific direction of Anita M. Oberbauer, PhD, a world-renowned 
canine geneticist at the University of California, Davis. 

Peter Piusz, Delegate for the American Rottweiler Club, reported that the health statements for 
170 breeds intended for the AKC website were complete.   The remaining four are in breeds 
new to the AKC.  Mark Dunn thanked Peter for all his work on these statements. 

There was some discussion of the proposed change to Chapter 11, Section 9 of the Rules 
Pertaining to Dog Shows which would simplify the health requirements for dogs competing in 
conformation.  There has been support from AKC Events staff in extending this to other AKC 
activities.   A member of the Field Trial and Hunting Test Events Committee commented that 
the issue was on that committee’s agenda that afternoon. 

There was brief discussion of upper airway obstruction in brachycephalic breeds, an issue with 
high visibility in the media.   At the June 2019 Canine Health Committee meeting, Chair Susan 
Hamil suggested to Board Member Steven Hamblin that the brachycephalic breeds might work 
together to create a proactive presentation.   This would accentuate the positive health aspects 
of these breeds, placing the airway problems in a more realistic framework.  However, Board 
Member Steven Hamblin was not present so that any progress in this area could not be 
reported.   Guest Alan Kalter pointed out that most dogs affected by this problem had not been 
bred by members of the purebred dog fancy and suggested that established breeders educate 
new breeders in breeding away from this trait.   Further discussion was postponed to a 
subsequent meeting. 



Alan Kalter also reported that the Sustainability sub-committee of the Parent Club Committee 
had been dissolved and replaced with a Club Breeders sub-committee, chaired by Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi breeder Anne Bowes.   Sharon Steckler offered to work with Anne Bowes in this 
area. 

 

New business:   

The University of Arizona has established a veterinary college in Tucson, which will admit its 
first class in 2020 for a three-year course leading to the DVM degree.   

Sharon Steckler, Delegate for the American Boxer Club, said the club had begun work on a 
semen bank like that pioneered by the Otterhound Club of America.   They began by 
cataloguing specimens owned by members and held in commercial semen banks.  As a result, 
members could be made aware of what was available.   Helen Prince, Delegate for the Scottish 
Terrier Club of America, said that semen specimens are categorized as “property” in many 
states, and suggested that dog fanciers make sure that their disposition be clearly stated in 
fanciers’ wills. 

 

Committee guests were invited to purchase tickets for “Canines and Cocktails,” to be held later 
that evening. 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

 

Committee member Anne Bowes read the report of Sheila Goffe, V.P. of Government Relations.    

Government Relations is currently tracking 2300 bills at the federal, state and local levels.  122 
“legislative alerts” have been issued in 2019; testimony has been given for more than 100 bills 
in state legislatures.  Each region of the country now has a Government Relations team with the 
field staff listed on the “legislative page.”   (Good luck finding it.!!!!)    Mike Williams has been 
retained as a federal lobbyist with more than 10 years’ experience.   Four major federal issues 
concern Government Relations:  

(1) Importation of unhealthy dogs:   More than one million dogs are imported each year for 
sale by “retail rescue” and other retail outlets.  These dogs have had minimal health checks 
and are steadily displacing health purebred dogs bred in America. 

(2) Federal breeder licenses:   A house bill would have required the on-line publication of 
personally identifiable information, including home addresses, for licensed dog breeders.   
This bill failed in the senate but may be re-introduced. 

(3) Service dog issues:  The misrepresentation of pet dogs as “service dogs” has displaced 
genuinely disabled individuals from airline travel and harmed the reputation and public 
perception of professionally trained service animals. 



(4) Airline issues:   Restrictions on dogs shipped in cargo continue to increase, including bans 
on the size and breeds of dogs eligible for carriage. 

Next year is an election year, and Ms. Goffe urges those of us involved in the fancy to support 
the AKC PAC.    Each member of an AKC club should strongly consider donating an amount 
equivalent to one dog show entry fee to the PAC.  Donations to key legislators creates the 
opportunity for contact by Government Relations staff and an opportunity to discuss the 
distinction between animal welfare and “animal rights.” 

 

Peter Piusz, Vice Chair of the Parent Club Committee, reported that 120 Parent Clubs had 
complete, approved health statements.  He also pointed out that “optional” tests on these 
statements would not be regarded as required tests for Breeder of Merit or Bred with Heart. 

Pat Laurans, Chair, reported that 410 AKC clubs had contributed $1,812,927 to the Pet Disaster 
Relief Trailers, with AKC Reunite contributing $250,000, for a total of $2,262,927 contributed to 
date.  Seventy-two trailers have been placed in 28 states, with six additional trailers having 
been paid for and under construction. 

The “campaign to get more Parent Clubs to become Member Clubs” has resulted in two new 
clubs requesting Member status.   Members of this sub-committee have acted as mentors. 

The “Parent Club Flier Program” had resulted in 13 clubs updating their fliers.   These are the 
breed information folders mailed along with registration documentation to new registrations in 
each breed.    For more information, contact Toni Hutto at tmh@akc.org or (919) 816-3625.   All 

Parent Clubs are asked to keep their fliers up-to-date and reflective of positive qualities of the 

breeds described. 

Former Board Member Alan Kalter stated that the Sustainability Sub-committee had “morphed 

into” the “Breeder Committee.”   He stated that the sub-committee had concluded that what was 

needed more than anything was more breeders.   Therefor there is an urgent need for more 

breeder mentors.   It was suggested that each Parent Club create a program for mentoring 

breeders like the program for mentoring judges.   However, in contrast to the judges mentoring 

program, there is very little formal education available to the mentors of breeders.  The AKC 

education department will begin to produce programs in this area as well as a video presentation.   

AKC Executive Vice President Mark Dunn reported that the AKC would supply a special lapel 

pin to be worn by breeder mentors. 

With respect to the Canine College breed courses for judges, it was reported that the process had 

improved and that 90% of breed clubs were either “satisfied” or “highly satisfied.”   (This would 

not be true for the ATCA, where the process, which has now lasted one and one-half years, 

appears endless.)   Currently the education department is working on 40 additional breeds, all of 

which will be filmed in Orlando. 

The “Specialty Show Site Sub-committee reported that an updated show site report will soon be 

available on the AKC web site. 
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For the “code of ethics project,” subcommittee members are working on a “closed form,” which 

will be tested by members of the Parent Club Committee. 

The Awards Correction page on the AKC website in the Sports and Events section will be kept 

current beginning in January 2020. 

A document for “Best Practices” by Parent Clubs is currently in development by committee 

member Don James.   The is to be regarded as “complementary” to the Parent Club of 

Excellence Program self-completed evaluation, performed by the ATCA four years ago.  It was 

completion of this self-evaluation which made apparent the need to update our bylaws, submitted 

last month for final approval by the AKC. 

The “Reaching Out When Fanciers Are in Need Sub-committee” (suddenly seem to be a lot of 

sub-committees!) will be working on this issue with the All-Breed Clubs Committee.   Pending 

their report, fanciers are asked to start preparing for disposition of their own dogs in the event of 

their death. 

 

Most of the New Business of the Parent Club Committee revolved about issues of breeding and 

ways of stimulating members of the fancy to breed more purebred dogs. 

AKC Board Member Karolynne M. McAteer spoke briefly about the AKC Ad Hoc Genetics 
Committee, established by AKC Board President William J. Feeney and which she chairs.   
Professor Anita M. Oberbauer, Ph.D., a highly regarded geneticist at University of California, 
Davis, will chair the committee.    The goal is to publish a 30-page whitepaper on the subject by 
June 2020. 

Doug Johnson and Bill Shelton, two high volume members of the fancy who previously 
presented their breeding programs to the Delegates Forum, are making a video of this 
presentation for AKC TV.    

The “Breeder Subcommittee,” rising from the ashes of the previous “Sustainability 
Subcommittee,” chaired by Anne Bowes, a highly respected breeder of Pembroke Welsh Corgis, 
and, together with the other subcommittee members, representing an accumulated 500 years 
of canine breeding experience, held its first meeting on the previous evening.    

In order to stimulate interest in breeding, the AKC will make available, beginning in January, a 
Bred-by-Exhibitor Best in Show award, available to all clubs as well as to Parent Club regional 
and national specialties.  The award will consist of a free litter registration.  This competition is 
classed as a “Special Attraction,” and thus the way competition is conducted is up to the host 
clubs.    

Kirsten Bahlke, AKC Vice President of Marketing reported the results of a survey of dog 
breeders identified via the registration website between August 2017 and August 2018 with 
6000 responses received.  The results either have been or are to be published on the Club 
Development Section of the AKC website, but I haven’t found it yet.   79% of breeders were 
female, 88% white, and 68% married.   24% were 65 or older, as compared with 15% in this age 
group of the overall U.S. population.  75% were 55 or older, and 70% had greater than 20 years’ 



breeding experience.  The largest segment of breeders was “casual breeders.  One-third had 5 
years of less breeding experience, and 52% had 10 years or less experience.    The primary 
motivation for breeding amongst all breeders was “improving the breed” in 79%, “passion for 
dogs” in 78% and “income” in 19%.  Amongst casual breeders, 30% listed “income” as the 
primary motivation.  74% of breeders bred two litters or fewer per year, but 58% would breed 
more often if barriers to breeding were decreased.   Identified as personal barriers, were time 
in 34%, cost in 27% and lack of help or physical assistance in 21%.   Identified as a social barrier 
was opposition by animal rights groups (Breeders of Merit more concerned than casual 
breeders and felt more threatened).  Overall frequency of stated registration with AKC was 
82%, with the actual numbers being significantly lower—50% for Breeders of Merit and 21% for 
casual breeders. 

Mark Dunn, Executive Vice President, reported from an analysis of registration data for a 6-
month interval in 2008, and compared with a similar interval in 2018, that 19% of the later 
group were inexperienced and 17% of the earlier group.   (“Inexperienced” was defined as no 
litter within the preceding 5 years.)   With respect to the later group, of 135,000 litter 
registrations, 71% were made by casual or commercial breeders. 

Mark Dunn clarified what had been made available by the AKC Registration Department 
regarding semen banks, first done for the Otterhound Club of America.   It was now possible to 
register a litter with a sire from a semen bank not identified as being owned by a person.   The 
registration department is now working on a toolkit in this area for interested clubs.   This 
doesn’t solve the problem with abandoned semen.  Eventually this may require the removal of 
banked semen into an AKC Parent Club bank in order to make it useful for future generations.  
An initial step would be to catalogue all semen owned by club members from older dogs. 

To me, the bottom line for increasing the number of dogs bred by those of us in the fancy is to 
1) continue to work against “animal rights” groups trying to restrict our right to breed by 
working closely with AKC Government Relations and 2) developing a program for breeder 
mentors within each Parent Club. 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

 

President’s Report by Dennis Sprung: 

This year’s current AKC Championship, with over 11,000 entries, is the largest dog event ever 
held in the U.S. 

Litter registrations have continued to increase for the last 5 years; and dog registrations are up 
6%.   The number of entries in all AKC events is the highest in its history.    

2020 will be the “Year of the Breeder.”   Every club will have the opportunity to award a Best in 
Show for the Best Bred-by-Exhibitor.   



There were 300,000 Instagram followers on AKC during the last month.   

 

Ashley Jacot, AKC Director of Education, presented two of the newest educational initiatives: 

1) AKC Math Agility Mobile App for children ages 5-8 was introduced on 12/09/2019.  (It 
seems that 52% of mobile apps are for children in this age group.)   Created by “Little Tin 
Robot,” it allows children to track 15 dogs across the country as they participate and 
earn points in agility events.   Up to 60 dogs can be “unlocked” for successful 
participation.    
 

2) AKC PupPal Program provides children in need due to personal illness or recent losses in 
their families (including parents on military deployment) with an uplifting pen pal and a 
dog friend.   Education Department staff will obtain information from dog owners and 
the children’s’ parents and will write letters to the children from “their” dogs.   This is 
available to children ages 2-15.  Thus far there have been more than 250 requests for 
children and more than 2000 dog submissions by owners.  Dogs represent over 142 
breeds, 45% of which are competing in AKC sports.  Miscellaneous breeds and All-
American dogs are also involved.   PupPal letters have gone to all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and overseas.  Check the PupPal Program on the AKC website 
to enroll a child or dog or learn more. 
 

The vote on an extremely controversial proposed change to Section 8-A, Chapter 11, of the 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows was postponed until the March meeting.  This change would have 
removed the requirement for an injury to have occurred for the Event Committee to disqualify 
a dog that has attacked a person or dog at its event, and it believes presents a hazard to 
persons or other dogs. 

A change which allows for a National Walking Gun Dog Championship for Weimaraners passed. 

 

Financial Report by Joseph Baffuto, Chief Financial Officer: 

Total revenues for the year are $64,978 million, up $3 million or 4.8%, as compared with this 
time last year.  Expenses of $60,712 million have decreased since last year for a net operating 
income of $4,266 million.   (There was a $474,000 operating loss last year due to expenses 
associated with the move of AKC and the AKC Museum of the Dog to their current location.)  
215,000 litters were registered (up 3% since last year) and 499,000 dogs (up 1.5% since last 
year).  Revenue increases occurred not only in registration-related services but in AKC.TV, 
royalties and sponsorships, e-commerce and Marketplace ads.  Year-to-date, there were more 
than 2.8 million entries (up 2%) in more than 19,700 events (up 5%), resulting in $760,000 in 
revenue (up 5%).   Investments, over a 10-month period ending 10/31/2019, resulted in a $12.7 
million gain, representing a 14.6% return.   Total assets are $153.4 million, total liabilities $84.1 
million, and total net assets $69.3 million. 



 

Lifetime Achievement Awards were presented at the Delegates Luncheon: 

to Ronald H. Menaker, former AKC Board Chairman, for Confirmation; 

to Dr. Charles “Bud” Kramer, the developer of the sport of Rally, posthumously, for Companion 
Events; 

to Lynn Worth Smith, previous AKC delegate and professional writer, for Performance. 

 

Canines and Cocktails was a wonderfully elaborate fund-raising event for the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation.   Cocktails, dancing to Motown music, and fantastic food were enjoyed by 
450 participants, up 50 from last year.   Much appreciation is due to Dr. and Mrs. William 
Truesdale for being the presenting sponsors of this event and particularly to Tina (Mrs. 
Truesdale) for creating the theme and directing the entire event.  Please consider participating 
next year if you attend the AKC Invitational shows in Orlando. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

25 January 2020 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 


