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Be Among the Winners!
Enter your photo into the 2024 Calendar Cover Contest NOW

Send your photo to Grace Massey firewalkeraussies@gmail.com

BEFORE JULY 30, 2023

Photos must be in horizontal format (at least 1 MB) with no other dogs or 
people (hands and other body parts accepted if it adds to the composition of 
photo). Aussies in natural settings or competing in companion or performance 
sports preferred. Let’s see some unique locations!
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Message from the President

President’s message.  Feb 2023

I hope everyone is getting excited about going to the 
2023 National Specialty in Colorado Springs, CO. Colo-
rado Springs is a beautiful part of the country! 

For those that have not been in the area, you really 
should plan on attending. My daughter and I took a 
mother/daughter trip when she was 16 years old and we 
stayed busy doing some interesting activities unique to 
the area. Between nature hikes and eating excellent food, 
our favorite three activities were taking the Broadmoor 
and Manitou & Pikes Peak Cog railway to the top of 
Pikes Peak, going horseback riding in the Garden of the 
Gods Park and visiting the Cave of the Winds Moun-

tain Park. I would have to go through my pictures to remember all the things we did and places we visited but I 
would have to say it was among one of our top trips together! I highly recommend spending extra time visiting 
the area!

The National Specialty committee, Ann Roache, Gayle Roache, Katrina Klaren and Tami Gaudet are working 
to iron out all the details for this year’s National and they will be available soon (if not already) on the ATCA 
website. Hopefully, everyone (even those that are not able to attend this year) are thinking about ways they can 
support ATCA in the cost of putting on the National. Sponsoring a trophy, donating to the specialty fund or 
providing an item for the silent or live auction are excellent ways to participate. Last year’s Live Auction, 
shared via zoom to those that could not attend the New Jersey National, worked very well and hopefully it can 
go live again this year. The cost of putting on a national, 
like everything else, has gone up so the more people that 
can help out, even just a little, the better.

Speaking of helping out, we have a very generous offer 
from a couple of anonymous donors to subsidize the cost 
of staying in the host hotel for a few of our members that 
are unable to do so without help. If you are one that would 
like to stay in the host hotel but it is beyond your means, 
please send me your name. Your name will be assigned a 
number and will be shared with only Darlene Evans, as 
treasurer to pay the hotel, and myself. To be fair to all, if 
more people request assistance than we have money for, 
we will choose who gets help via a lottery using those 
numbers. We know your Specialty experience will be 
much better at the host hotel than staying at a less expen-
sive hotel. Please do not be shy about sending your name 
to me BEFORE APRIL 15, 2023 at firewalkeraussies@
gmail.com. 

Grace Massey, PhD

mailto:firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
mailto:firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
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Nearly 43 years ago my family lost our beloved miniature poodle and our quest to find an equally wonderful addition to 
our family began.  This led me to Nell Fox and our first Australian Terrier Pleasant Pastures Miss Annabelle.  Obviously I 
fell in love with Annie and the breed. Her spunk and character was infectious and thus began my life with Aussies.  Jump 
forward these many years with many great and wonderful memories have been made and they all include my wonderful 
Aussies.  

Dreamtime became my kennel name with the purchase of my foundation bitch, Walkabout’s Dreamtime.  Penny was bred 
by my mentor, Leslie Treleaven, and was a Crackerjack daughter. Over the years, although Leslie has moved on to horses, 
we have remained friends bonded by this fabulous breed.  I have always attempted to breed Aussies who meet the highest 
standard of the breed in type, temperament, and health. 

As breeders and owners of multiple dogs over the years we love them all but there are a few that 
become our heart dogs.  Rose, GCHB CH Dreamtime’s Sweet Treat is one of my heart dogs.  She 
surprised me last June with a litter of ten sweet babies.  In the wee hours of the morning without 
much warning, one of my girls jumped off the bed and stood in front of Rose’s cage.  After calling 
her back twice I heard the tiniest squeak and by flashlight  found a very tiny baby in the mouth of 
Rose.  He was very cold and weighed between 2 ½ - 3 oz..  My whelping helper, Rita was called to 

come immediately and with her help this tiny one not only warmed 
up but survived. Round the clock monitoring and feeding created 
a huge bond with this this little guy and his determination to live 
necessitated a name. He became General Tom Thumb.  He was 
determined to not be run over by the other 9 puppies.  

Jeanne Popovits bred the sire to this litter.  GCHS CH Blue Moon Pop-A-Razzi.  Jeanne 
phoned daily to inquire about Thomas.  I posted photos of him and the litter on Facebook 
and soon Thomas had quite a following.  Phone calls to me were always prefaced with “How 
Is Thomas?” He was just a few months old, when Jeanne started telling me Thomas had 
called her.  Thomas always asked her to tell me what he needed. One of the conversations 
between Thomas and Jeanne was that he wanted his uniform.  If he was a general, he needed 

it.  As a surprise for Christmas I was determined to make his uniform and send her the photo.  Thomas’ sister, Lacey, is his 
best friend and lives with Rita. Lacey, Dreamtime’s Tiny Dancer,  not wanting to be left out in the photo shoot seemed to be 
the perfect Sugar Plum Fairy.  The costume making began and to say the very least, Jeanne was delighted to get the photo.  
My world was certainly impacted by one little Aussie in the beginning and still today it continues.  Bless them all.

Cover Story . . . Marilyn Harban - Dreamtime 

Rose

Litter is co-bred by Marilyn Harban 
and Rita Farmer

Thomas
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New York Times February 27, 1972

Tinee Town Talkbac, Australian Terrier, Named Best at Providence Show
LINCOLN, R. L, Feb. 26-In horse-race phraseology, a long shot came through at the Lincoln Downs race track today at the 
62d fixture of the Providence Kennel Club.

He was an Australian terrier, Ch. Tinee Town Talkbac, owned by Mrs. Milton Fox of Point Pleasant, N. J. The doughty 
little campaigner from Down Under was chosen in a field of 1,685 dogs. He is the first of his breed to take a top award               
in the East.

Indeed, only one other Aussie ever captured a best-in-show award in America since the breed gained official recognition 
by the American Kennel Club in 1960. That feat took place in the Midwest.

Joey, as the blue-tan is called by his handler, Charles Deer, was flown to this country eight months ago with most 
impressive credentials. In Australia, he had been the best terrier of the year and he had been best in ll all-breed shows.
“I have owned or bred more than 90 champions” said Mrs. Fox, “and Joey is the best of them all.”

Thirteen days ago, he led 49 other Australians in the national specialty held in conjunction with the Associated Terrier 
Clubs fixture in New York and went on to take the breed at Westminster. In his first show in America, last July 4, he won 
the group at Oneonta, N. Y.  On his way to the final today he gained his fourth blue rosette.
 
Just how much Mrs. Fox’s dogs dominated the breed at both the specialty and the Garden is seen by the ribbons they 
captured. At the specialty she had best of breed, best of opposite sex, winners bitch, the veterans class, and the brace. At 
Westminster, in addition to the breed, her Aussies were best of opposite sex, winners dog and best of winners.

Terence P. Bresnahan, who did the judging, is an old terrier man having started with wires in 1927. “The Australian has 
great spirit and animation;’ he said. “He’s a sound mover and one of the best of his breed I’ve ever judged.”

Blast From The Past

Joey’s 4th Best In Show
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HOLIDAY MEMORIES
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Benadryl for Dogs

The temptation to reach into our medicine cabinets to treat our pets can be dangerous.  Humans and dogs act very 
differently to medications, which is why veterinarians caution dog owners against making independent decisions 
about how to medicate their animals.  However, some human medications are safe for use with dogs as long as they 
are used appropriately.

What is Benadryl?

Benadryl is the brand name for the active ingredient diphenhydramine HCl.  Diphenhydramine is a first-generation 
ethanolamine derivative antihistamine, which is the scientific way of classifying antihistamines that can cross the 
blood-brain barrier-making them very effective, but also increasing the risks of adverse side effects.  While Benadryl 
is not yet FDA-approved for veterinary use, it is considered safe for use in dogs and cats and is commonly used in 
veterinary practices across the U.S.

Diphenhydramine works by blocking the receptors that receive histamines in the body.  This relieves many of the 
symptoms associated with allergies, like itching, sneezing, and hives.  The body still produces histamines, but the 
receptor antagonist blocks the receptors from registering histamines.

What Does Benadryl Treat in Dogs?

Benadryl is a great medication for use in dogs with mild-to-moderate allergies.  Seasonal allergies, food allergies, 
environmental allergies and allergic reactions to snake and insect bites all respond to Benadryl in most cases.  
Benadryl is commonly used to treat itchiness in dogs caused by skin allergies, and it also reduces many of the other 
symptoms of allergies, including:

Hives 
Swelling and Inflammation

Redness
Runny nose and eyes           

Coughing 
Sneezing

Anaphylactic reactions

One of the side effects of Benadryl is drowsiness, which helps to calm anxious dog.  The Merck Veterinary Manual 
states that diphenhydramine may relieve symptoms of mild-to-moderate anxiety in pets associated with travel.  It 
also may help relieve motion sickness.  Although Benadryl may sometimes relieve anxiety, it is best to talk to your 
veterinarian or an animal behaviorist to determine and treat what is causing the anxiety.

Veterinarians prescribe Benadryl for dogs with mast cell  tumors to help mitigate the effects of the massive histamine 
release caused by mast cell degranulation.  Veterinarians sometimes prescribe diphenhydramine during heartworm 
treatment, as it helps reduce the risk of an allergic reaction to the heartworm treatment therapy.  Benadryl makes an 
excellent addition to your pet first aid kit.
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When to Ask Your Vet About Benadryl for Dogs

Before you reach for the Benadryl, consult your veterinarian about your dog’s symptoms.  Allergy symptoms like 
itching and red eyes are also signs of more serious conditions.  In some cases, giving your dog Benadryl can actually 
worsen your dog’s condition. Red, goopy eyes could be a symptom of allergies, or it could be a symptom of glaucoma 
or dry eye, which Benadryl will not  help treat.  Similarly, itching is frequently associated with allergies and other skin 
conditions.  Your vet will also be able to tell you whether Benadryl will interact with other medications your dog is 
taking.

Side Effects of Benadryl

There are side effects associated with using Benadryl for dogs that all dog owners should be aware of. Most side 
effects occur within the first hour of exposure, so monitor your dog carefully during this time. If your  dog has any of 
the following conditions, only use Benadryl after consulting  your veterinarian:  Glaucoma, Cardiovascular Disease, 
Hypothyroidism, Pregnancy, Hypertension, Seizure Disorder, Allergic lung disease. 
 Common side effects associated with using Benadryl for dogs include: Drowsiness, Dry mouth, Urinary retention, 
Hypersalivation, Increased heart rate, Rapid breathing.      Rare side effects include  Diarrhea, Vomiting, Increased or 
Decreased appetite

Benadryl Overdose

It’s possible to overdose on Benadryl.  Signs of an overdose include hyper-excitability of the central nervous system 
which can be fatal.  Other warning signs to watch for are: Rapid Heartbeat, Dilated pupils, Agitation, Constipation, 
Seizures.  If you suspect your dog has overdosed on Benadryl, contact your veterinarian or emergency veterinary 
hospital immediately.  

Dosage of Benadryl for Dogs

The best way to determine the correct Benadryl dosage for dogs is to consult your veterinarian.   The Merck Veterinary 
Manual recommends administering 2-4 milligrams of Benadryl per kilogram of body weight, two to three times a day.  
However, this dosage can vary depending on your dog’s medical conditions.   Dr. Jerry Klein, AKC chief veterinarian, 
warns that you should always consult with a veterinarian before giving Benadryl to a puppy because young  puppies 
can be very sensitive to certain medications.  This drug is also not recommended for pregnant or nursing dogs. 

Never use time-release capsules for dogs, as capsules are absorbed in dogs differently than in humans and may effect 
your dog’s dosage.  They may also break open when chewed and deliver too much medication at one time, putting 
your dog at risk of an overdose.  It is best to avoid using liquid Benadryl if it contains sodium, which can cause the side 
effects. Also, avoid any form of Benadryl that contains alcohol.  Children’s Benadryl tablets or pills can be safely used  if 
you ask your vet for the appropriate dosage.

Is Benadryl Safe for Your Dog?

Benadryl is a relatively safe and effective medication for dogs when used  according to the instructions of a 
veterinarian.  As with any new medication, always observe your dog closely after administration to make  sure 
there aren’t any adverse reactions.  If you have any further questions about Benadryl for dogs, ask your vet for more 
information.  And remember to keep all medicines out of reach of your curious canine pal.

Anna  Burke 
American Kennel Club Webinar 
April 23, 2021                     
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To all Aussie lovers who read the Talkabout    

Rescue Supporting Seniors
                              
The dogs that Australian Terrier Rescue has helped in the past two years have almost exclusively belonged  to senior 
owners who either passed away and left behind  their dog, or had to enter an assisted living or  memory support 
facility and could no longer care for their dog.  Some of these dogs were seniors themselves, with the  accompanying 
health problems that our older dogs do get.  Either the owners have not been able to take them to the vet regularly, or 
lack  the funds to pay for vet care, or simply “ forgot” that the dog needs vetting.  Due to the generosity of our donors 
Rescue is able to provide these older dogs with the continuing care they need and has been able to find them kind 
homes.

Reminder to All Owners -- Have A Written Plan

This is a reminder to all of us who own dogs—have a written plan for your pets in case something happens to you,  
such as  an unexpected accident or serious illness,  or for the  time when you are not able to provide for your pet ad-
equately any longer.  Make this known in writing to your family, adult children, and neighbors.  Keep a copy in your 
wallet and on your refrigerator.   Vet records and sometimes even legal ownership or next of  kin  can be hard  discover   
when Rescue is contacted  about a dog..  Plan ahead for the unexpected! Breeders, when placing puppies, consider 
the age of the new owner and have a frank discussion with them  about who will care for their dog if they no longer 
can.  Stay in touch with them to make sure everything is still OK.  Older pet owners are great homes, usually  at home 
most of the time, no working  and commute  away from home, lots of time to spend with their dog, but at some point 
something may change and that dog must be provided for.

Foster Homes Needed

This brings up another related subject. Short term foster homes are greatly needed.  When rescue gets a call about 
a dog in need, a foster home with someone who knows the breed is such a help.  They can evaluate the dog, get to 
know it’s habits and likes and dislikes and assist by  recommending the best type of  new home for that dog.  Vetting 
and grooming is sometimes needed, and Rescue can provide this. Most dogs in the Rescue program  do need a place 
to stay while their situation is sorted out, paperwork is completed, and the  stress brought on by the loss of their home 
and owner   is made less. Boarding is an option, but really, these dogs need hands on loving care at this time, not being 
removed from their home then placed in a kennel setting  unless this simply cannot be avoided.   Not all requests for 
help end up in adoption.   Rescue in the past  was contacted by an owner who was being  sent overseas for a 3 month 
TDY to a location where dogs were not permitted.  The Aussie was diabetic and no friend or family member wanted 
that responsibility . Rescue was contacted  and Angie Bly, bless her heart, took care of this dog while her owner went 
overseas and the owner was reunited with a happy healthy dog upon her return.  Rescue volunteers can make such a 
difference in helping our breed.  

          Website:  www.australianterrierrescue.org          Contact: rescueatr@gmail.com                                               

Australian Terrier Rescue

mailto:rescueatr@gmail.com
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It all started with Poppy receiving an invitation from AKC to the NOHS National competition for Australian Terriers. We 
had worked hard all year and Poppy was ranked No. 7 in the top ten Aussies. 

I didn’t give it too much attention until my friend and co-owner of Magic, Laurie Moore, said I should consider going. 
The idea of flying to Orlando in December to attend dog shows seemed pretty farfetched but the seed was planted.

After much discussion I decided that it would be fun and the planning began. We decided since we were going the dis-
tance we would take advantage of all shows offered and entered Poppy and Magic in The Space Coast cluster as well as 
the AKC National Championship, AKC NOHS series final and Royal Canine all breed puppy competition.

Arriving in Orlando Sunday at mid-
night, we settled in at the motel and 
Monday morning picked up our rental 
car and went to the convention center to 
set up.  I was very thankful the show site 
was easily accessible and loved the show 
venue inside.  After establishing our space 
in free grooming, which was conveniently 
located adjacent to the show rings and 
vendors,  we were ready for the shows to 
start on Tuesday and we set out to see if 
any vendors were open for business.

What fun it was to meet new friends and 
see the Aussies I love and feel connected 
to across social media.

Kreg Hill and Bill Christiansen hosted a 
table and invited us to join them at Canine 
and Cocktails, a gala event Friday evening 

organized on behalf of the Canine Health Foundation.  It was held in 
the beautiful Rosen Center Hotel ballroom and what an event it was.  
Fantastic food and entertainment Las Vegas style. 

The terriers showed Sunday and after all breeds had shown we went to 
group and Best In Show.What an experience to see beautiful dogs of all 
breeds and cheer Niko on in the Terrier group.  He did a fantastic job and 
I felt so proud as he represented the breed we dearly love.

As our time in Orlando came to an end, I thought back on the week, I 
knew the memories made from this trip would bring a big smile to my 
face when I reflected back on seeing old friends and meeting new friends 
and their beautiful Aussies at the National shows in Orlando 2022.  I took 
several pictures which are being shared.

2022 Royal Canine National Championship

 – My First 

by Charlene Rainville
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Miracle Nipples to Supplement Feed Newborn Puppies.
Dr Grace Massey – Firewalker 

I have been lucky enough to be blessed with several large litters in the past few years. When the first large litter of 9 
was born, I scrambled around to find bottles to supplement the puppies with. In my search I came across the Miracle 
Nipple for puppies sold by Revival Animal Health. https://www.revivalanimal.com/product/the-miracle-nipple-for-
kittens-puppies-and-small-mammals . I am so glad I did as my next large litter of 10 was born to a mother with only 
7 teats and she really needed the help keeping them all satisfied for the first couple of weeks. My latest litter of 9 
benefited from supplement feeding as well. I found that the puppies from all three litters liked the mini nipples best.

To feed the puppy, I allow it to lay on its belly with its upper body slightly elevated on my knee covered with a soft 
baby blanket. This position allows them to knead during the feeding as they do when they nurse on mom. The syringe, 
filled with Goat’s Milk Esbilac kept warm in a regular glass bottle in a baby bottle warmer, is      offered to the puppy.  I 
found natural goat’s milk was too rich and caused diarrhea. The plunger in the syringe can be depressed very slowly 
to allow a little milk to go into the mouth to start the puppy nursing. Once they start suckling, they draw the plunger 
down themselves, usually by the second or third feeding. A 3-cc syringe makes it easy to keep track of how much the 
puppy is fed and can be replaced with a larger syringe as they start drinking more, if desired.

I have not had to fully feed a litter, or even a puppy, but have used these nipples to supplement the puppies to allow 
the mother to get her full milk in and the puppies to become mobile enough to fight for their mother’s teat. Typical 
feeding has normally been only 0.5 – 5 cc at a time, depending on the puppy’s appetite. I weigh my puppies twice a 
day for the first 2 weeks to make sure everyone is gaining weight. I concentrate on feeding the larger puppies to allow 
the littlest one’s time on momma’s teat. I also feed the little ones, especially if they are not gaining weight, but want 
them to get as much from mom as possible.

The Breeder’s Corner is for breeders to share information.  If 
you have run across  something, either an instrument or just 

how to cope with breeding, whelping, raising issues, please 
share them.

Breeder’s Corner

https://www.revivalanimal.com/product/the-miracle-nipple-for-kittens-puppies-and-small-mammals
https://www.revivalanimal.com/product/the-miracle-nipple-for-kittens-puppies-and-small-mammals
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Why I chose an Aussie
ROM Excellent

When I retired I wanted to raise a puppy since I had 
always had big dogs and got them as adults. So I did a lot 
of research. The Australian Terrier came up a few times 
when I did “Find the best dog for you” questionnaires. 

So I looked further into the breed. It seemed to be the 
perfect breed for me because I wanted a big dog in a small 
body that I could take everywhere with me. But finding 
one in 2005 wasn’t easy. But I quickly learned that after 
contacting ATCA breeder referal that Aussie people are 
friendly and helpful. I contacted a couple on the list and 
soon had breeders contacting me. 

From the moment I picked up this furry bundle of energy 
that was jumping up on me I fell in love. That love lasted 
almost 15 years. That little girl became my heart dog and 
spoiled me for any other breed. So whenever I see the 
phrase “once you own an Australian Terrier no other dog 
will do” ( or words to that effect) I know how true they 
really are. I can’t imagine being owned by any other breed 
now.   Arleen Lancaster

January 3, 2023
Dam of Merit Excellent 

CH Horrieglen Hot To Trot  RN30530802
Breeder:  Diane and  Trevor Fenton

Owner:  Kathleen Mayich

Owner - Arleen LancasterOwner - Arleen Lancaster



24 The Talkabout Issue 1, 2023 
 

If you’re feeling ill, there’s nothing better than cuddling with your dog to improve your spirits. But what if your 
symptoms include a sore throat, and you’re diagnosed with strep? Can dogs get strep throat? If so, is strep throat in 
dogs contagious to people? 

Strep throat, an infection marked by swollen tonsils and difficulty swallowing, is highly contagious between people. 
Learn more about whether strep throat in dogs can be contagious to humans, which symptoms to look out for, and 
how a vet will treat strep throat in dogs.

Can Dogs Get Strep Throat?

Yes, dogs can get strep throat. According to Dr. Jerry Klein, Chief Veterinary Officer for the AKC, strep throat occurs 
when a dog’s throat becomes infected with streptococcus bacteria, basically the same way it occurs in people. How-
ever, Dr. Klein explains that the specific bacterium that causes strep throat for us is a different strain from the one that 
causes the infection in dogs. “Strep throat in dogs is caused by the Streptococcus bacterium Group G, whereas strep 
throat in humans is caused by Streptococcus pyogenes Group A,” he explains.

Because different strains of the bacteria are responsible for the illness in dogs than in humans, if a dog has strep 
throat, it’s unlikely that they caught the illness from a person. Although there is the rare potential for a dog to pass a 
strep infection to a person through close contact, it would be very unlikely.

Still, Dr. Klein advises that pet owners stay vigilant with basic good hygiene practices around their pets, especial-
ly at times when a person or pet in your home is currently sick. “Practicing good hygiene in the home is always                   
recommended, especially in homes where there are young children or people with immune-compromised conditions. 
This is true whether a person has COVID or a dog has roundworms, or there’s any other unwanted cross-transmission 
of pathogens—whether bacteria, virus, or parasites.”

Symptoms of Strep Throat in Dogs

If you think your dog may have been exposed to strep throat from another animal, keep an eye out for symptoms. 
Symptoms of strep throat in dogs include:

•	 Difficulty swallowing because the throat is swollen.
•	 Fever.
•	 Coughing or gagging due to throat pain.
•	 Low energy levels.
•	 Lack of appetite because it hurts to swallow.

Treatment and Prevention of Strep Throat in Dogs

Dr. Klein notes that strep throat in dogs is treated like any other canine bacterial infection. Your dog will be prescribed 
antibiotics to fight the bacteria. You should also be sure your dog gets plenty of rest while their body battles the         
infection.

Your dog could become dehydrated while they’re battling strep throat. As anyone who’s suffered through strep throat 
knows, swallowing can be painful, so it’s important they get adequate fluids even if they aren’t drinking as much 
water as they normally would. Encourage drinking as much as possible, try offering warm salt-free broth, and consider     
adding moist foods to their diet while they recover.

Can Dogs Get Strep Throat?
by Stephanie Gibeault, MSc, CPDT

https://www.cdc.gov/groupastrep/diseases-public/strep-throat.html
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At a National Specialty dog show Angie Bly stated that she could get in a 200 wire crate and shut the door.   
Of course we all did not believe this could happen.  We knew Angie was agile but inside a 200 crate -- no 
way.  Sue Bachman ended up betting Angie $20 and promptly paid up.   (Share your funny stories.)

As dogs get strep throat from other animals rather than people, it’s important to isolate your infected pet if you have 
a multi-dog household. That can help prevent the illness from spreading. Limit the sharing of food, water bowls, beds, 
and toys to avoid the spread of germs. Thoroughly launder any bedding they used while they recovered.

There are no known ways to prevent your dog from becoming infected with strep throat, and there is no vaccine. 
Strep throat in dogs is mostly seen in very young puppies or senior dogs. (Puppies’ immune systems have yet to 
fully develop, and in senior dogs the immune system weakens with age.) However, Dr. Klein says the most common 
cause of throat infections and tonsillitis in dogs is poor dental health. Keeping your dog’s mouth and teeth clean 
with regular tooth brushing can help prevent throat infections. He also advises, “Proper hygiene and appropriate 
vaccinations against other respiratory pathogens may help to prevent streptococcal outbreaks.”

AKC Link https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/can-dogs-get-strep-throat/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medi-
um=email&utm_campaign=20230113_prcomms_akc_communicates&utm_term=AKC%20Communicates%20Optins

FUNNY THINGS THAT HAPPEN AT DOG GATHERINGS

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/physical-mental-signs-dog-aging/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/keep-dog-teeth-clean/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/can-dogs-get-strep-throat/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20230113_prcomms_akc_communicates&utm_term=AKC%20Communicates%20Optins&fbclid=IwAR2NLOc2R5E5-cqko1QUOdPyjQcysCBzeMjCwdt23tb0kCgK54n4i4YeUIY
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/can-dogs-get-strep-throat/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20230113_prcomms_akc_communicates&utm_term=AKC%20Communicates%20Optins&fbclid=IwAR2NLOc2R5E5-cqko1QUOdPyjQcysCBzeMjCwdt23tb0kCgK54n4i4YeUIY
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AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

Australian Terrier Breed Column
February Issue 2023

Mommas, Don’t Let Your Babies Leave Early

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  

national parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the 

public  about the breed’s history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of 

dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists 

are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy in general as well as those of specific interest to judges 

and devotees of the breed.

I have always wondered why a breeder would want to place their puppies in their new homes early.  The AKC 
recommends a puppy should not be separated from their mother until they are 8 to 12 week’s of age. After all 
the time and effort expended by a responsible breeder in planning the litter (showing their bitch to her champi-
onship; doing health tests; reviewing conformation and pedigrees to select an appropriate stud; etc., etc., etc.), 
it seems very strange to me that anyone would cut short the amount of time spent with the puppies in their 
home. Unless, of course, the breeder is only breeding for the money (let’s hope not!).
The minimum age a puppy should be able to be separated from its mother and siblings is 8 weeks. At 
this age, most puppies are able to eat on their own, no longer need to nurse or be hand fed, and are 
mobile and aware of their world.

The mother will start the socialization of the puppy, but after that first 8 weeks it is the puppy’s littermates and 
other household dogs who will play a very important role in how he or she interacts with the world. Puppies 
learn basic communication, behavioral limits (such as bite inhibition), and other lessons by playing with their 
siblings and pack members. Without these experiences, they could grow up insecure, which can manifest as 
separation anxiety, aggression, passiveness, destructiveness, distrust of strangers, and/or difficult behavior with 
other dogs.

Puppies who leave their canine families too early can be fearful of many things and show a lack, of 
confidence. This is due to a “fear period” that many experience and typically manifests at around 8-9 
weeks. Puppies placed too early can be slow  to bond  to people--or they will go the other direction, 
attaching so strongly to their new owners that they will panic when left alone. The ability to self-soothe and to 
relax when left alone is missing with most of these puppies. For this reason, many breeders of larger breeds will 
keep their puppies until around 10 weeks. At this age, they are still relatively dependent babies and easy for their 
new owners to bond with.

By 10-12 weeks, puppies are changing quickly, becoming stronger and rowdy and potentially much more difficult for new 
owners to control. Many ethologists, however, believe that a puppy should be with its mother, siblings, and home pack un-
til 12 weeks of age. For this reason, many breeders of smaller breeds will keep their puppies longer. A 12-week-old puppy 
has more time to socialize with their littermates and will begin their housebreaking and crate training while still with their 
breeder--a major bonus for the new owner! A 12-week-old puppy should also have better bite inhibition and pack social-
ization than an 8-week-old puppy.

A potential drawback of a puppy staying with the litter longer is a lack of socialization of the puppy outside of its pack. A 
reputable breeder who keeps their puppies till 12 weeks will typically be expending extra effort to socialize their puppies 
with different people, sights, smells, and sounds before they go to their new homes.  Many breeders will use programs 
such as Puppy Culture and online groups to come up with a variation of experiences for their puppies.

Puppies whose breeders have gone the extra mile (that is, four extra weeks) are much better adjusted, happier, and eager to 
learn. I, for one, love to hear my puppy’s new owner tell me how smart their puppy is. It makes all the effort worthwhile!
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Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through health and education

Thank you for all the amazing support the AusTTrust has received 
In 2022 and over the last 11 years since its inception

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEXT 10 YEARS
Reminder – Send us your ideas for Funding and Fundraising 

Thank you so very much for the on-going Annual Support from the 
“Friends of the Aussies”

Angie Bly Cross, Diane & Kevin Cahill, William I Christensen, Terre Cruz, Jan Darling, Rita Farmer, 
Marilyn Harban, Kreg B Hill, Alan Hannebauer, Caren Holtby, Christine Hyde, Karen Kott, Lisa Lazar, 

Susan Mason, Kelly Martens, Lawrence & Grace Monaco, Carole Morse, Julie Payne, Marion Robus, 
Teresa Schreeder, Debra T Sharp, Virgil & Margy Silver, Jennifer Sousa, Susan B Stoller, Sharon Walk-

er, Sherrill Yates, 

Along with additional support & donations from; 
Kerrie Bryan, Donna & Richard Orr in memory of Maybelle, Julie Payne in memory of Sandra Weigle, Galen 

R Ruff, Deanna Taylor
And to all those people who use Purina, Helping for good and 
Amazon Smile – we get your donations too! Every bit counts.

THANK YOU ALL ! 
If you did not get a chance to make a gift before the end of 2022, you can still join the ATCA’s AusTTrust 

“Friends of the Aussies“  today. When you make a gift to the AusTTrust, you are helping fund canine health re-
search studies with the most potential to advance the health of our dogs, and you are funding education about 
our rare breed for Breeders, Judges and owners. Your investment in the AusTTrust means that you are doing 

your part to help Australian terriers live longer, healthier lives.

Our success is solely from your kind and generous support and understanding that by investing in our breed 
through health and education, we work to sustain the Australian Terrier. 

Please continue to consider the AusTTrust as your donation of choice Annually 
and through Estate Planning. 

Thank you for your generosity, The AusTTrust Committee
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“I see that the *Smiths* have entered their dog in the Veterans Class. Apparently, there is no one 
in this Club who knows that it is customary to offer a round of applause for those that are entered. 
Six months ago, at this same show, I entered my Veteran Dog in this same class. Not one person         
applauded. Not one person came up and said anything. Not one person came over to give him a kind 
word or a pat. Not one person made him feel he belonged again. He was no threat to anyone. He 
wasn’t going to beat anyone, take any points, or win anything. He was just an old dog who thought 
he was special again - back in the ring for the first time in many years. Maybe he even recalled his 
“Glory Days”. He would have loved to have 
met   anyone there. He would have welcomed 
you like an old friend. You didn’t have to say 
anything nice about him if you didn’t want to. 
But just in case you can’t think of anything to 
say about a Veteran Dog, here are some  sug-
gestions: “It was nice to see him out there”. 
Or go up to him and tell him he’s a “Good 
Boy”. Or tell his owner that you are glad that 
they brought him. Those aren’t exactly com-
pliments, but they will please his owner and 
make him glad that they brought him. I don’t 
think that’s asking too much.

One day, all too soon, all your beautiful young 
dogs will be old dogs too. Maybe one day 
you’ll enter them in a Veterans Class. And I hope that you do. Or, like many of us, you remember that 
old friend, now gone, and wish you still had the chance. They deserve it. It may be their final time in 
the sun - their last time out in front of people. Their last time to ever be in the ring. My old dog is a 
Fool. He thought he was wonderful that day. He thought he belonged. Instead, he was ignored. I have 
thought about this for 6 months now and wasn’t going to say anything. But on his behalf, and that of 

any other Veteran, I hope that something like this 
never occurs again. As a Club of (Breed) Fanci-
ers, you should feel ashamed. Even if you dislike 
the dog or his owner, at least show Good Sports-
manship and do the Right Thing. Show others 
that you have respect for your breed. Make that 
Veteran Dog feel wanted and special again. Let 
him know that you are glad to see him. It will 
make his day. You may never get the chance 
again. Thank you.”

As Lynda began reading it, the hush that fell over 
the room was incredible. Bless her heart, my 
friend Lynda broke into tears as she struggled 
through reading this. EVERYONE in the room 

Veterans In The Show Ring

by Terry Russo
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lowered their heads, and many of them began to cry also, 
including the President (who is a man). I tried my best to 
hold my head up and refrain from tears, again. The 
President strode over to where I was sitting and in a 
broken voice said “Terry........I am SO sorry. He is such a 
wonderful dog. There is no excuse for what happened to 
you. And to him.” As I started to say that I “wasn’t going to 
say anything” again, the room nearly burst with everyone 
trying to talk at once. The discussion that followed was 
both eye-opening and of valuable purpose. Many came 
up to me in tears, with hugs and apologies. I am a very 
private and shy person, not given to sharing my deepest 
feelings easily. This had been an incredibly difficult thing 
for me to do, but in honor of my Veteran and all the oth-
ers out there, I felt it must be done. Was it worth it?

When *Mr. Smith* took his lovely 12 1/2-year-old dog 
(neutered due to testicular cancer) into the ring, our 
entire membership remained - and applauded and 
“whooped and hollered” him with every move. The 
Judge moved to the center of the ring on his final go 

round and applauded, as did her ring stew-
ards. Others nearby, watching other breeds, 
came over and remarked on how wonderful 
it was to see a Veteran being treated like 
that. Many (including me) asked to take his 
picture. Everyone complimented him and 
his owners. If only my old dog had enjoyed 
such a day.  Was it worth it? You tell me... 
Sorry for the length of this, but so many in 
other breeds who heard about what hap-
pened have already asked me for a copy of 
my written paper that I thought perhaps it was 
something that needed to be shared. Amaz-
ing how quickly word spreads amongst us 
dog people. It’s often said, “You can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks”. But I know one old 
dog who taught something of great value.”

How many of these Veteran Dogs and Owners, can 
you name?

Submit your answers to ATCANews@gmail.com
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Getting Your Best Shots
Caren Holtby

iPhones and other mobile phones now have an excellent lens. So once 
you have captured your image.   What’s next?  Turn on LIVE photos 
so you capture 1.5 seconds of the image and maybe get the perfect 
expression! Have you tried editing those photos? Cropping to zero-in on 
the image you want to share and reduce all that back ground. Add text to 
your image! Wish you got the better shot? Is your Iphone set to capture a “live” 
stream of photos?  A Live photo captures 3 seconds of movement and sound. 
1.5 seconds is captured before you press the shutter button and 1.5 seconds is 
captured after.  Therefore, ensure you compose your shot and hold it there for a 
couple of seconds before you press the shutter.  (These instructions are for the 
iphone).

LIVE is yellow 
box at the top of 
the screen.

After the photo, 
click on it and the 
edit screen appears 
bottom right

Next screen you get to pick your image.  Tap 
the circle button next to cancel and several 
images of your photo appear.

Choose the photo 
you like best.

Use the crop 
tool to size & 
straighten your 
key photo .  It 
is located at the 
bottom next to 
done,    Then 
click on the 
rocket next to 
3 dots at the 
top and turn 
off Live Photo.  
Then tap “ok”

Markup will be 
center top.  Point 
size selection is 
at bottom.  After 
selection hit “+” 
and go to text. 
Text box appears 
center of photo.  
Enlarge text box 
by dragging.  

Tap on text 
after enlarging 
and then edit 
will appear. 
Select Edit and 
ink color will 
apppear at the 
bottom.
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HOW TO CREATE A FITNESS PLAN FOR YOUR DOG
BY SASSAFRAS LOWREY, CTDI

As a responsible dog owner, you’re always looking to keep your pet in good health. One way to do that is by creating and 
keeping up a fitness plan. Maintaining appropriate canine exercise levels can help prevent injuries, lessen the impacts of 
age-related issues like arthritis, and help them stay physically active for longer. Here’s how to create a dog-safe and goal-
oriented fitness plan.

Get Veterinary Clearance Before Beginning
Make sure the exercise goals you set are safe and appropriate for your dog’s age and physical condition. Strenuous exercise 
isn’t good for young puppies, and it’s important to be cautious about how much exercise adolescent dogs receive while 
their joints are still developing. Large- and giant-breed dogs can still be physically maturing until they are two years old. If 
you have a puppy, talk to your breeder and veterinarian about what kind of exercise (and how much) is appropriate.

Similarly, not all fitness plans are suitable for dogs with a history of orthopedic injuries or senior dogs with age-related 
health conditions. Some forms of high-impact exercise might aggravate these underlying issues. Before setting any new 
exercise goal, take your dog in for a check-up with your veterinarian to evaluate your dog’s overall health. They will also 
determine if your dog has any medical conditions that would prevent your pet from being more physically active or limit 
certain exercises.

Depending on your dog’s veterinary history, you may be referred to a veterinary physical therapist or rehab professional 
to assess your dog’s overall muscle tone and fitness; they would develop the best kind of conditioning or rehab routine for 
your dog.

Make Plans for Getting Active
When planning a new fitness routine for your dog, it’s important to be slow and thoughtful. Jumping in too quickly with 
exercise can lead to your dog being sore and uncomfortable and cause strains or injuries. Follow your vet’s advice on 
how to appropriately increase your dog’s level of exercise in increments. If you are already training with your dog, many 
behaviors you are likely already working on (such as pivots) are a great way to work on your dog’s fitness and coordination 
and build muscles.

Teach Doggy Push-Ups  - See Page 45 for pictures
This gentle warm-up is a fun way to practice basic Obedience skills and increase your dog’s muscle tone. Ask your dog to 
move between the stand, sit, down, and stand positions. If your dog doesn’t yet know how to change these positions on 
cue, use treats to lure them into the varied positions while they are learning those cues independently.

Teach Figure-Eight Stretch - See page 33 for pictures
Before you go out and exercise, you likely spend some time stretching. The same should be true for our dogs. A gentle 
figure-eight stretch can also be a fun trick. Not only is this a great simple stretch for your dog, but you can also use it 
towards Trick Dog titles.

Your dog can start out either in front of you or behind you. Get your dog’s attention with small treats in each hand.
With your dog focused on the treats, slowly lure them through your legs and around one leg. Focus on keeping your 
movements slow and fluid as your dog follows the treat and wraps their body around your leg. As your dog follows you, 
give them the treat held in that hand.
Reach your other hand between your legs and get your dog’s focus on the second treat. Using that treat, lure your dog 
back through your legs and around your other leg. As your dog’s body wraps tightly around you, give your dog the 
second treat.
After a few repetitions, your dog will begin to understand and anticipate the motion. You can begin to introduce a verbal 
cue of your choice, like “eight” or “weave.”
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When your dog is consistently following your lure and weaving tightly in a figure-eight pattern around and through your 
legs, you can begin to slowly fade the treat lure. To do this, start by luring your dog without treats in your hands, and then 
give a treat after your dog has finished the figure-eight movement. With practice, you’ll be able to stop luring, and just use 
a smaller hand signal or verbal cue.

Participate in AKC FIT DOG
Consider adding some fitness titles to your dog’s resume by getting involved in the AKC FIT DOG program. Beginning 
in 2023, AKC offers three FIT DOG titles: Bronze, Silver, and Gold. These structured and individualized fitness plans are 
designed for healthy adult dogs.

Walking is a safe way to increase the amount of exercise while improving circulation and muscle strength.  To earn a FIT 
DOG magnet, walk your dog at least 15 minutes per session ten times a week for three months (ideal for senior dogs 
and dogs that are just starting to build their exercise routines). Or you can walk 30 minutes five times a week for three 
months. Keep track of your walks on the log form.

Alternatively, consider signing up for a six-week canine fitness class with an AKC FIT DOG instructor, either in person or 
online. Completion of one of these courses also can count towards titles.

“River” here with Chey
Showing how do do Figure Eights -- first one side and then the other.

Owners Myrna & Chey Batten 



34 The Talkabout Issue 1, 2023 
 

Australian Terrier 
National Specialty 
June 27 to July 2, 2023 

Join us in Beautiful Colorado Springs 

Host Hotel:  Colorado Springs Marriott 
Please book your room using the following link or 
phone number. Room Rate $189 a night plus tax 
and $50 one-time pet fee.  Cutoff date April 15, 
2023.  Please ensure to use the link or phone 
number below so that your room contributes to 
our contract fulfillment.  Thank you 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1676400412663&key=GRP&app=resvlink 

Or call reservations (888) 236-2427 
Group: The Australian Terrier Club of America 

Event Show Site: Norris Penrose 
Lots of RV Parking – Air Conditioning – Indoor 
Grooming  

https://www.norrispenrose.com/ 

Superintendent:  Foy Trent 

https://www.foytrentdogshows.com 

Things to do in Colorado Springs 
• Visit Garden of the Gods
• Visit the Broadmoor Hotel
• Go on a Jeep Tour
• Go to the top of Pikes Peak
• Fly into the Colorado Springs

Airport
• Take your dog on a hike
• Breathe in the Mountain Air
• Go to the National Specialty

We look forward to seeing you all in 
June!!! 

Scheduled Events 

Tuesday June 27th 
Board Meeting 

Welcome night 

Wednesday June 28th 
Education Day 

Local Tour Cog Railway 

Membership Meeting 

Thursday June 29th 
Futurity & Sweepstakes 

Obedience & Rally 

Jr Showmanship 

National Specialty 

Fetch-A-Ball 

Banquet & Awards 

Friday June 30th 
ATCC Regional Specialty 

ATCC BBQ Lunch 

CSKC All Breed Show 

Tour/Dinner Option TBD 

Saturday July 1st 
CSKC All Breed Show 

7 Falls Tour Optional 

Aussie Ninja Warrior 

Farewell Buffet 

Auctions Closing 

Sunday July 2st 
CSKC All Breed Show 
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The ATCA website will be highlighting a dog and handler team who have demonstrated extraordinary 
talent in a specific performance activity. The article will include an interview, training tips and tricks, and 
videos or pictures of the team. The article will be archived to allow viewing on the website at any time. 
Check into the website or Facebook on March 1st to view the video and to read the interview!

COMING SOON

SPOTLIGHT ON PERFORMANCE AUSSIES

ATCA Website --  AustralianTerrier.org

Facebook -- Australian Terrier Club of America
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Aussie Ambles in Arizona !!

“My friend, Jean from Iowa, is here in Apache Junction Arizona for the winter, so we met for our [Aussie] 
Amble. This is Rocket, a Ryba/Alinta Loch boy, and Jean’s two Aussie’s, Annie from Benayr and Sissy. Jean’s two 
brothers each have Aussies as well but didn’t join us on this amble. One brother is staying in Mesa for the winter 
and I’m hoping he will amble with us [sometime] too.” -- Caryl Kuchler, Apache Junction AZ 

Caryl received her stickers of the Aussie Amble logo for sending in their photo.  Please send in your photos of an 
Aussie Amble and get yours too.

The Aussie Amble is an effort to sustain the Australian terrier, we need more people to  know about the breed and 
want them in their lives. Please walk where there are people and introduce people to the joy of having an Aussie.

Let’s ensure they are around 50 – 100 years from now ! 

Australian Terrier Club of America
Sustainability Committee
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By Claudette Earl

 1  2

 3  4

TRICK CORNER - GET THE MAIL ! 
Teach: Pull a rope with hidden treat attached Teach: Pull a rope to open mailbox door 
First teach pull a rope playing with him “Tug.” Then you hide 
a treat on the end of a rope, treat hidden under an object with 
a space for hiding. Show him the treat is under (he may dig or 
paw the floor.) You pull the rope, treat attached. Let him see you 
hide it. Wiggle his end of the rope to regain his interest in the 
rope. Help him connect pulling the rope, rewards him with the 
treat.  A clicker training is useful in rewarding interest, sniffing, 
touching and pulling the rope in the beginning stages. He is 
connecting his action and the reward. He pulls rope, and gets 
rewarded with the treat.  Teach a word with his action, “Pull!”

Affix the rope or thick cord to the mailbox handle. Put 
tape over part of the magnet if it’s too strong. No verbal 
commands yet. You hold the cord, wiggle the cord and 
reward /treat him for touching or mouthing the cord. He 
may need to get use to the door coming at him when he 
pulls the cord. Usually the reluctance fades quickly once he 
understands the door action results in praise and rewards for 
him. Using a longer cord may helpful until the door opening 
is not an issue. Pair the cue word “Pull!” with his action. 
Click and treat for pulling cord and opening door.  

Get the mail!  
First, away from the mailbox teach retrieve an envelope 
and deliver it to you. Then using the same envelope, place it 
inside the mailbox, leave the door open, showing your pup 
where the envelope is, practice retrieving the envelope from 
inside the mailbox. Praise and reward. Then you close the 
door, and guide him to pull the cord and open the door. He 
finds the envelope and delivers to you.   

Praise and reward lavishly!  

Return to mailbox and close the door. 
This is more difficult than first appears. Because the door 
hangs from a hinge that is below pup’s nose, he must first get 
his nose underneath the door, then swing up with a bit of 
velocity in order to fully close the door. Teach touch a target 
on the outside of closed door to help him learn the concept 
of pushing the door with nose. Work toward him reaching 
down to touch the outside of the door and keep in contact 
with the door, swinging it up until it’s closed. Reward a 
closed door. As always, Praise, Reward, Touch and Smile.    

by Claudette Earl 
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Aussie BragsAussie Brags

“Sienna”
Firewalker’s Lake Alexandrina RE FDC SWE SCM RATN 

CGCA TKN ATT 
On December 18, 2022 earned her Rally Excellent title 

with placements.
Susan Saulvester, Owner and Dr. Grace Massey, Breeder 

and Co-Owner

“Sienna”
Firewalker’s Lake Alexandrina RE FDC SWE SCM SBM 

RATN CGCA TKN ATT 
On  12-31-22  completed her Scent Work Master Buried 

title
Susan Saulvester Owner  and Dr. Grace Massey.  Breeder 

and Co-Owner

“Gimli”
Aristas Let The Good Times Roll NA OAJ

Gimli earned his Open Agility Jumper and Novice Agility 
titles

Sire: GCH CH Ryba’s A Day At The Races
Dam: GCH CH Aristas Hanky Panky BCAT CGCU TKN 

Owned By: Frankie Joiris & Breeder Pamela Levy

“Lili”
CH Eliz Iz Zamka Vel

Best of Breed one day at Desert Empire All Terrier and 
one day at Kennel Club of Palm Springs

Breeder E. B. Vasilyeva
Sire: Jaskarin Master Himself  

Dam: Yakogor Tsvet Moej Nadezhdy
Owned By Tere Cruz & Pamela Levy

Handled by Simon Simaan (Gabriel Rangel)
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Aussie BragsAussie Brags

 “Marty”
GCHB CH Razamataz I Have A Dream

Earned Group 1, under Judge Robert Hutton
Breeder and Owner Handled: Barb Post

Sire: GCHS CH Bluquos Saturday Night Special
DAM: GCHG CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA BCAT 

CGC TKN ATT

“Teya”
GCHG CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC                              

CA BCAT CGC TKN ATT
First Bitch to Receive Grand Champion Gold
Thank you Judge- Mrs. Nancy Smith Hafner

Breeder: TJ Fenton & Diane Fenton
Owner/Handler Barb Post

“Kiko” & “ Sophie”
GrCh Merrigang Aka Inu Call Me Crazy, ME RN BN BCAT 

EE SXE MXE TDN ( Kiko) and 
GrchB Wismiss RedHawk Here Comes the Sun , TDN RN 

BN ( Sophie ) 
Earned their rally novice title and beginner novice titles. 

Owned by Heather Rife

“Roper”
Ch IntCh Temora’s Gone Rogue at Ryba BCAT

Roper finished his IntCh in 4 IABCA shows, including 2 
BIS & 1 RBIS!

Owners: T. Cleland, T Schreeder, S Bachman 
Breeders: J Seaton, J.Johnson, J. Souza and V. McKee
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“Rylie”
CH Horrieglen My Ryba’s Drummer, CD, BN, RN, BCAT 

Rylie running FCAT
Owner:  Celeste Platte

Aussie BragsAussie Brags

“Kiko”
GrCh Merrigang Aka Inu Call Me Crazy, ME RN BN SE 

TDN BCAT 
Became the first Australian Terrier to earn a senior excellent 
earthdog title, and a Master Excellent title. She also became 

only the second AT to earn an Endurance Earthdog title, 
proving that pretty dogs can do the job they were bred to 

do!  
Owner:  Heather Rife

“Magic”
Camaroo I Put A Spell On You - Mystic Lights

Went Best of Winners  finishing her Championship
Judge Sharol Candace Way at Palm Springs KC
Owners:  Charlene Rainville & Laurie Moore
Breeders:  Carole Morse & Ellison Armfield

“Poppy” 
GCHB CH Benayr Lets Go Little Darlin FDC CGCA 

TKN ATT
Best of Breed and Grand Champion Bronze

at Palm Springs KC
Judge Sharol Candace Way
Owner:  Charlene Rainville
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UP COMING EVENTS

2023

March 24 & 26  Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Club    Edison, NJ
    Supports New Brunswick & Bronx County KC    
April 13 & 14  ATCA Supports Northern California Terrier Assoc   Lodi, CA
    
April 15 & 16  ATCA Supports Sacramento Kennel Club   Lodi, CA

May 5   Raritan Valley Australian Terrier  Club     West Windsor Township, NJ
    Supports Garden State Kennel Club
May 6   Raritan Valley Australian Terrier  Club Regional   West Windsor Township, NJ
    With Bucks KC
May 7   ATCA Supports Trenton Kennel Club    Trenton, NJ
   
May 11-14  ATCA Supports Rio Grande Kennel Club   Albuquerque, NM

    
June 27 - July 2 ATCA National Specialty Week    Colorado Springs, CO
    For updates visit AustralianTerrier.org

August 18 & 19  ATCA SupportsCarolina Terrier Association   Greenville, SC  

September 8   Australian Terrier Club of Colorado Regional    Greeley, CO
    with Rocky Mt All Terrier Club
September 9 & 10 ATCA Supports Evergreen Kennel Club     Greeley, CO
    
October 5  Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Club Regional   Macungie, PA
    Supports Hatboro
October 6  Raritan VATC Specialty supports Hatboro    Macungie, PA
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The Top 100 Dogs of 2021 are determined by the Delaney method of comparison. Dogs placing First through Fourth 
in AKC Open and Utility obedience classes during the 2021 calendar year were included. Novice class dogs are not  
included in this ranking as it isn’t equitable to compare dogs in beginning classes against those performing more advanced 
exercises. 

Among these teams that place, one point is earned for each dog defeated in its respective class. For example, in a class of 
twenty competing teams, the first-place winner would earn 19 points as it defeated this number of other dogs. The team in 
second place would receive 18 points, third place team would earn 17 points, and the fourth-place team would receive 16 
points. After points for each dog are calculated, they are compiled and ranked across a given competition year. All ties for 
a position are listed. Due to time intervals involved in data acquisition and publication, titles printed in a dog’s name may 
not be current. 

72 CH OTCH2 Temora Keeping Stride UDX10 OGM GN GO RN Australian Terrier

 C Burgess          273 points

Front & Finish®

2021 Open A Obedience Rating System

Compiled by Dave Pluth

We are delighted to provide the results of the Open A Obedience Ratings for the 2021 competition year. This feature high-
lights the top dogs competing in AKC Open A classes. Congratulations to all teams placing in this year’s results! 

Tabulation & Publication Protocol 

The Front & Finish® Open A Rating System ranks dogs and handlers competing in AKC all breed obedience competition. 
Teams that earned qualifying scores of 170 or more points in Open A classes during a given competition year are included 
in the tabulations. Points are awarded based on the dog’s score according to a point schedule that accounts for variances in 
scores awarded by different judges. Please refer to the accompanying Point Table for details. 

Ratings are published by Front & Finish® listing the top ten dogs ranking highest across all breeds (Top Ten All Breed), 
the top ten dogs ranking highest within their respective groups (Top Ten By Group), and the top ten dogs ranking highest 
by breed (Top Ten By Breed). Dogs must earn a combined total of eights points or more in a given year to be listed and all 
ties for a given position are reported.

Dogs are listed with the recognized AKC titles they received during the competition year and they may not reflect a dog’s 
current titles at the time of publication. Mixed breeds don’t include any breakdowns by breed since all dogs fall into one 
group. 

Front & Finish® Top 100 Dogs of 2021
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Copyright Notice 

All material in this report is the property of Front & Finish LLC., publishers of Front & Finish®, The Dog Trainer’s 
News. Copyright and other intellectual property laws protect these materials. Reproduction or retransmission of 
the materials, in whole or in part, in any manner whatsoever, without prior written consent of Front & Finish LLC, 
is a violation of copyright law. Users may not distribute such copies to others, in any manner or form, or for any 
consideration, without prior written consent of Front & Finish LLC. Requests for permission to reproduce or distribute 
this information can be made by writing to Front & Finish LLC, 2310 US Highway 150 North, Wataga, IL 61488-9520; 
or by sending an email to dogs@frontandfinish.com

Open A Ratings Point Table (Score) 

Points (200) = 8 Points (198 -199.5) = 7 Points (195 -197.5) = 6 Points (190 -194.5) = 5 Points (185 -189.5) = 4 Points 
(180 -184.5) = 3 Points (175 -179.5) = 2 Points (170 -174.5) = 1 Points

1 Top Ten Terrier Group Christhill Izzydora De Coachella CDX PCD BN RM3 RAE CGC Australian       
Terrier W Christensen/K Hill      30 points

“River” 
Showing how to do Push Ups which is

STAND - SIT - DOWN 
After the Down go back to the Stand and repeat the sequence at least 3 times

Owners Myrna & Chey Batten 

mailto:dogs@frontandfinish.com
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Health Updates
Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

OFA ID    Name    Reg #
      CHIC  
176625     BENAYR HEAT CHECK    RN32806301
174837     DREAMTIME’S MILLIONAIRE    RN35368306
174836     DUNHAM LAKE BLUE RIDGE CONTENDER RN32482403
74855     RYBA’S COCO CHANEL    RN10417307
177690    TATTERCOATS BRASS MONKEY    RN35275006
177689    TATTERCOATS LOOK IT HERE   RN35275005
177691    TATTERCOATS OINGO BOINGO    RN35275007
176875    TEMORA TALK DIRTY TO ME    RN36731902
      DM  
AUT-DM86/44F-PI   ACEBREEDERS MISCHEIF MANAGED   GA3979516
AUT-DM87/7M-PI   ACEBREEDERS MR.DOG IS A HERO   KA4170205
AUT-DM88/8F-PI   ACEBREEDERS PRAIRIE FOX    CKKA4164597
AUT-DM85/26M-PI  DREAMTIME’S MILLIONAIRE   RN35368306
AUT-DM91/18M-PI  TATTERCOATS BRASS MONKEY   RN35275006
AUT-DM90/18M-PI  TATTERCOATS LOOK IT HERE    RN35275005
AUT-DM92/18F-PI  TATTERCOATS OINGO BOINGO   RN35275007
      ELBOW
AUT-EL19M25-C-VPI  CAMAROO’S BOBBING IN THE MARSH  RN35253001
      EYE
AUT-EYE232/26F-VPI  DRAGONFLY’S STELLA ROSA AT BLUQUO  RN35197205
AUT-EYE230/22F-VPI   DREAMTIME WINE & ROSES AT FIREWALKER RN35898702
AUT-EYE234/48F-VPI  DREAMTIME’S PRETTY WOMAN    RN32838901
AUT-EYE235/22F-VPI  DREAMTIME’S SECONDHAND ROSE  RN35898701
AUT-EYE233/120M-VPI ROACHAN’S COCKTAIL PARTY   RN24910702
AUT-EYE237/23F-VPI  TEMORA TROPICAL SPICE AT HOLDEN   RN36144002
      HIP 
AUT-198G27M-P-VPI  CAMAROO’S BOBBING IN THE MARSH   RN35253001
      PATELLAS  
AUT-PA353/24F/P-VPI  ALINTA LOCH”S FOR YOUR EYES ONLY  HW4037713
AUT-PA352/27M/P-VPI CAMAROO’S BOBBING IN THE MARSH  RN35253001
AUT-PA350/120M/P-VPI ROACHAN’S COCKTAIL PARTY    RN24910702
      THYROID
AUT-TH315/25M-VPI  CAMAROO’S BOBBING IN THE MARSH   RN35253001
AUT-TH316/31M-VPI   TIDEWALKER EPSILON MAXIMUS    HA3984439

LONGEVITY REPORT

OH 11 YO HERMANGIO SARCOMA - MALE

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER (CHIC) 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q4- 2022                          
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THE TALKABOUT

FANTASTIC OFFER OPEN TO ALL 

ATCA MEMBERS.   
FULL COLOR PAGE ADS -- $100 

(Excluding the Front and Back Covers)
Front Cover - $200
Back Cover - $100

ATCA Members 
Don’t be left out.   Now is the time to renew your 

“Hard Copy” subscription for the calendar year 2023.
  

Domestic Rate --$32 for calendar year 2023.  
Foreign Rate -- $50.00

Non-ATCA Members
Electronic Rate is $25 for calendar year 2023

Hard Copy is $42
Hard Copy Foreign is $60

Payment Method
Australianterrier.org/Aussiestore using Paypal

Paypal Direct -- ATCAstorekeeper@yahoo.com
Check payable to ATCA, mail to 42742 Lemonwood St, Fremont, CA 94538
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2022 #1 Owner-Handled Australian Terrier
AKC National Owner-Handled Series

“YOGI”
GCHB CH Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Til It’s Over CAA

Bred by Alexa Samarotto and Claudia Coleman
Owned by Kevin and Diane Cahill

We are pleased with Yogi placing first in the National Owner-Handled Series in 2022, as in 2021 and 2019.  Yogi won his 
first Owner-Handled Group Placement at his first show in 2016 when he was 7 months old and his first Owner-Handled 
Reserve Best in Show at 2 years old.   Both Kevin and I (Diane) enjoyed showing him in the early years.  Then as Yogi 
became more successful with Kevin handling, Kevin took over most of the handling.   Yogi’s recent successes include 
a regular Group 3 in September at the Purina Event Center (Kevin, Diane & Yogi with rosette) and also multiple owner 
handled group placements at some very competitive shows.  In particular, we were excited to show him to two judges 
from Australia at the Amana, Iowa shows in September.   We were thrilled when Mr. Craig Fynmore awarded him OHG2 

(pictured) (13 breeds in group) and Mrs. Julie Fynmore 
awarded him OHG3 (15 breeds).

We have had so much fun showing Yogi, and he has far 
exceeded our initial expectations.  He is the #1 Australian 
Terrier NOHS lifetime points, and the only Australian 
Terrier to earn the NOHS Platinum Level of Achievement.  
With Yogi being the only owner handled Aussie at most of 
the shows entered, our focus has primarily been on placing 
in the owner handled groups.  The experience gained from 
owner handled groups has also helped us with the regular 
groups.   Yogi was awarded 23 regular group placements 
during the last four years, all with Kevin handling, ranking 
in the top 10 in All-Breed (Aussie) in 2020 (#6), 2021 (#6) 
and 2022 (#10).      So proud of Yogi!
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MJPB Master Bronze Jumper 
  Preferred
MJPS Master Silver Jumper 
  Preferred
MX Master Agility Excellent
MXB Master Bronze Agility
MXC Master Century Agility
MXG Master Gold Agility
MXJ Master Excellent Jumper
MXP Master Agility Excellent 
  Preferred
MXPB Master Bronze Agility 
  Preferred
MXS Master Silver Agility
NA Novice Agility
NAJ Novice Agility Jumper
NAP Novice Agility Preferred
NF Agility FAST Novice
NFP Agility FAST Novice Preferred
NJP National Agility Jumper 
  Preferred
OA Open Agility
OAJ Open Agility Jumper
OAP Open Agility Preferred
OF Agility FAST Open
OFP Agility FAST Open Preferred
OGM Obedience Grand Master
OJP Open Agility Jumper Preferred 
OM Obedience Master
OTCH Obedience Trial Champion
PACH Preferred Agility Champion
PAX Preferred Agility Excellent
PCD Preferred Companion Dog
PCDX Preferred Companion Dog  
  Excellent
PUTD Preferred Utility Dog Excellent
RA Rally Advanced
RACH Rally Champion
RAE Rally Advanced Excellent
RATCH Barn Hunt Champion
RATM Barn Hunt Master
RATN Novice Barn Hunt
RATO Open Barn Hunt
RATS Senior Barn Hunt
RE Rally Excellent
RI Rally Intermediate

RM Rally Master
RN Rally Novice
SBA Scent Work Buried Advanced
SBE Scent Work Buried Excellent
SBN Scent Work Buried Novice
SCA Scent Work Container 
  Advance
SCE Scent Work Container 
  Excellent
SCM Scent Work Container Master
SCN Scent Work Container Novice
SCNE Scent Work Container Novice  
  Elite
SE Senior Earthdog
SEA Scent Work Exterior Advanced
SEE Scent Work Exterior Excellent
SEM Scent Work Exterior Master
SEN Scent Work Exterior Novice
SHDN Scent Work Handler 
  Discrimination Novice
SIA Scent Work Interior Advance
SIE Scent Work Interior Excellent
SIM Scent Work Interior Master
SIN Scent Work Interior Novice
SWA Scent Work Advanced
SWE Scent Work Excellent
SWN Scent Work Novice
T2BP Time 2 Beat Preferred - Agility
TD Tracking Dog
TDX Tracking Dog Excellent
THD Therapy Dog
THDA Therapy Dog Advanced 
THDD Distinguished Therapy Dog
THDN Therapy Dog Novice
THDX Therapy Dog Excellent
TKA Trick Dog Advanced 
TKE Trick Dog Elite Performer
TKI Trick Dog Intermediate
TKN Trick Dog Novice
TKP Trick Dog Performer
UD Utility Dog
UDX Utility Dog Excellent
VCD1 Versatile Companion Dog 
VER Versatility 
VHMP Unknown
VSWB Virtual Scent Work Beginners

ACT1 Agility Course Test 1
ACT2 Agility Course Test 2
AJP Excellent Agility   
  Jumper Preferred
ATT AKC Temperment Test
AX Excellent Agility 
AXJ Excellent Agility Jumper
AXP Excellent Agility Preferred 
BCAT Fast Coursing 
BN Beginning Novice
CA Coursing Ability
CAA Coursing Ability Advanced
CAX Coursing Ability Excellent
CD Companion Dog
CDX Companion Dog Excellent
CGC Canine Good Citizen
CGCA Advanced Canine   
  Good Citizen 
CGCU Canine Good Citizen Urban
CH Champion
CZ8B Crazy 8 Bronze
CZ8G Crazy 8 Gold
CZ8P Crazy 8 Platnium
CZ8S Crazy 8 Silver
DCAT Fast CAT 500 points
DJ Dock Junior
DM Dock Master
DMA Dock Master Advance
DS Dock Senior
DSA Dock Senior Advance
EE Endurance Earthdog
FCAT Fast Cat
FDC Farm Dog Certified
GCH Grand Champion
GCHB Grand Champion Bronze
GCHG Grand Champion Gold
GCHS Grand Champion Silver
GN Graduate Novice
GO Graduate Open
JE Junior Earthdog
MACH Master Agility Champion
ME Master Earthdog
MJB Master Bronze Jumper
MJC Master Century Jumper
MJG Master Gold Jumper
MJP Master Jumper Preferred

Titles and Definitions 
that Aussies have earned as of 2021
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 This is a listing of New Titles PROVIDED BY AKC
Reports Dated December, January & February

AKC New Titles

Data from AKC December Report

Champion

CH Bluquo’s Happy Hour 
Owners:  Rita Farmer
Breeders:  Rita Farmer, Marilyn Harban, Grace Massey &  
 Susan Mason
Date Titled:  10/16/2022

CH Braedeen’s Just A Pinch Of Cinnamon
Owners:  Dana Dean & Robert Bradford
Breeder:  Dana Dean
Date Titled:  10/6/2022

CH Dunham Lake Red Hot Chili Pepper
Owners:  Theresa Goiffon & Lydia Hetfeld
Breeders:  Eleanor Goiffon & Theresa Goiffon & Lydia   
 Goiffon
Date Titled:  10/23/2022

CH Dunham Lake The Heat Is On BCAT
Owners:  Mr. Christopher Paul Chapman & Theresa   
 Goiffon
Breeders:  Eleanor Goiffon & Theresa Goiffon & 
 Lydia Goiffon
Date Titled:  10/22/2022

CH Temora Pizza Bianca At Toga
Owners:  Sue Gersin
Breeders:  Julie Seaton & J Sousa V McKee &
  J Johnson
Date Titled:  10/7/2022

Grand Champion 

GCH CH Redhawk Excellent Adventure
Owner/Breeder:  Eva Campbell
Date Titled:  10/22/2022

GCH CH Tattercoats Look It Here
Owner:  Jeannine Johnson
Breeders:  Jeannine Johnson & Marsha Gray 
Date Titled:  10/30/2022

GCH CH Temora All In CD BN
Owner:  Dana Nelson
Breeder:  Julie Seaton & Terri Steinmetz & Vicki McKee &  
 Jennifer Sousa & Jacqueline Johnson 
Date Titled:  10/16/2022

Grand Champion Gold

GCHG CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi
Owners:  Alaina Moulton & Jeanne Popovits
Breeder:  Jeanne Popovits
Date Titled: 10/29/2022

Beginner Novice

GCH CH Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy BN ME BCAT  
 TKN
Owner:  Dr. Heather Mary Rife D.V.M. & Kim Occhiutti
Breeder:  Kim Occhiut
Date Titled:  10/16/2022

CH Horrieglen My Rybas Drummer BN RN
Ownera:  Celeste Platte & Diana Fenton
Breeders:  T J Fenton & Diana Fenton
Date Titled:  10/22/2022

GCHB CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun BN   
 TKN
Owner:  Dr. Heather Rife
Breeders:  Kerrie Bryan & Carol SazamaDate 
Titled:  10/16/2022

Rally Novice

CH Killara’s Legacy’s Promise RN CAX RATN CGCA   
 TKN
Owners:  Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty   
 & Moira McGroarty
Breeders:  Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty &   
 Moira McGroart
Date Titled:  10/6/2022
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Rally Excellent

CH OTCH2 Temora Keeping Stride UDX11 OGM GN GO  
 RE
Owner:  Cindy Burgess
Breeder:  Julie Seaton
Date Titled:  10/29/2022

Novice Agility

CH Take5 Love Me Tender NA NAJ
Owners:  Nancy Wentworth & Dr. Heather Rife
Breeders:  Karen Drumm & Eva Campbell & Heather Rife
Date Titled:  10/16/2022

Excellent Agility Jumper

CH Dunham Lake Most Valuable Player OA AXJ NF CGC  
 TKI
Owners:  Susan Adler & Theresa Goiffon & Ellie Goiffon  
 & Lydia Goiffon Hetfeld 
Breeders:  Theresa Goiffon & Eleanor Goiffon & Lydia   
 Goiffon
Date Titled:  10/9/2022

Master Silver Jumper

CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party BN RN MX MXB   
 MXJ MJS OF CGC TKN
Owners: Nancy L. Tibbett
Breeders:  Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Date Titled:  10/14/2022

BCAT

CH Dreamtime’s Guns And Roses BCAT
Owner:  Julie Payne
Breeders:  Marilyn Y Harban & Rita Farmer
Date Titled: 10/22/2022

Temora Don’T Look Back BCAT
Owner:  Muriel McMullen
Breeders:  Julie Seaton & J Sousa V McKee & J Johnson
Date Titled:  10/16/2022

DCAT

Benayr Iluka DCAT DS DJ AJ
Owner: Nancy Lee Tuttle Ret.
Breeder:  Susan M Bentley
Date Titled:  10/22/2022

Noosa Tuttle DCAT
Owner:  Nancy Tuttle
Date Titled:  10/20/2022

FCAT21

GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT21  
 SWN SCNE RATN CGC TKP
Owner/Breeder: Susan A Jacobsen
Date Titled:  9/30/2022

Trick Dog Novice 

Tidewalker Carries The Day CGC TKN
Owner: Joanne Thomas & James Thomas & J Caren Holtby  
 & Alan Hannebauer
Breeder:  J Caren Holtby
Date Titled:  10/01/2022

Novice Barn Hunt

Tapa Earl Grady Of Notgrass RATN CGC
Owner: David M Anglen & Jenny M Anglen
Breeders: Patricia J Werner & Tamara Gaudet & Kenneth  
 Gaudet
Date Titled:  9/5/2022

Data from AKC January Report

Champion

CH Dreamtime Serendipity
Owner: Chuck Bessant & Marilyn Y Harban & 
 Deborah Wolbach
Breeder: Marilyn Y Harban
Date Titled:  11/13/2022

CH Roachan’s Tequila Sunrise
Owners/Breeders: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Date Titled:  11/11/2022

CH Tapa Summer Lily
Owners/Breeders:  Patricia J Werner & Tamara Gaudet &  
 Kenneth Gaudet
Date Titled:  11/12/2022

Rally Advanced Excellent

Cooktown Red Scallywag RAE FDC NA NAJ RATO CGC 
TKN
Owner:  Sheila Dunn
Breeder:  Bernt Bolin
Date Titled:  11/10/2022
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Farm Dog Certified

Tapa Earl Grady Of Notgrass FDC RATN CGC
Owners:David M Anglen & Jenny M Anglen
Breeders:  Patricia J Werner & Tamara Gaudet & 
 Kenneth Gaudet
Date Titled:  11/5/2022

Open Agility Jumper

CH Take5 Love Me Tender NA OAJ
Owners: Nancy Wentworth & Dr. Heather Rife
Breeders:  Karen Drumm & Eva Campbell & Heather Rife
Date Titled:  11/5/2022

Senior Excellent Earthdog

GCH CH Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy BN MXE   
 SXE BCAT TKN
Owners: Dr. Heather Mary Rife D.V.M. & Kim Occhiutti
Breeder:  Kim Occhiuti
Date Titled:  11/6/2022

Master Excellent Earthdog

GCH CH Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy BN MXE   
 BCAT TKN
Owners: Dr. Heather Mary Rife D.V.M. & Kim Occhiutti
Breeder:  Kim Occhiuti
Date Titled:  11/5/2022

BCAT

CH Temora’s Gone Rogue At Ryba BCAT
Owners: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder & 
 Teresa Cleland
Breeders: Julie Seaton & Vicki McKee & Jennifer Sousa &  
 Jacqueline Johnson
Date Titled:  10/23/2022

DCAT

Adelaide Tuttle DCAT TKI
Owner: Nancy Tuttle
Date Titled:  11/13/2022

CH Dreamtime’s Alchemist Of Ascension DCAT
Owners: Julie L Payne & Marilyn Y Harban
Breeder: Marilyn Y Harban
Date Titled:  11/5/2022

CH Dreamtime’s Guns And Roses DCAT
Owner: Julie Payne
Breeders: Marilyn Y Harban & Rita Farmer
Date Titled:  11/20/2022

FCAT22

GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT22  
 SWN SCNE RATN CGC TKP
Owner/Breeder:  Susan A Jacobsen
Date Titled:  11/19/2022

Scent Work Buried Master

Dunham Lake Byron Bay SWA SBM SCE SEE ATT
Owners: Janet Broida & Theresa Goiffon & Ellie Goiffon &  
 Ronald J Broida
Breeders:  Theresa Goiffon & Eleanor Goiffon & 
 Lydia Goiffon
Date Titled:  11/20/2022

Trick Dog Novice

Firewalker’s The Force Awakens CGC TKN
Owners: Gaynell Dorrance & Joy Porter
Breeder:  Dr. Grace Massey
Date Titled:  9/15/2022

Temora Don’T Look Back BCAT TKN
Owners: Muriel McMullen
Breeders:  Julie Seaton & J Sousa V McKee & J Johnson
Date Titled:  11/23/2022

Trick Dog Advanced

CH Dunham Lake Most Valuable Player OA AXJ NF CGC  
 TKA
Owners: Susan Adler & Theresa Goiffon & Ellie Goiffon &  
 Lydia Goiffon Hetfeld
Breeders:  Theresa Goiffon & Eleanor Goiffon & 
 Lydia Goiffon
Date Titled:  10/22/2022

Dock Junior

Benayr Iluka DJ
Owner: Nancy Lee Tuttle Ret.
Breeders:  Susan M Bentley
Date Titled:  7/24/2022
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Dock Senior

Benayr Iluka DS DJ
Owner: Nancy Lee Tuttle Ret.
Breeders:  Susan M Bentley
Date Titled:  7/9/2022

Air Retrieve Junior

Benayr Iluka BCAT DS DJ AJ
Owner: Nancy Lee Tuttle Ret.
Breeders:  Susan M Bentley
Date Titled:  9/3/2022

Data from AKC February Report

Champion

CH Temora Tropical Spice At Holden
Owners: Dana Kruetzfeldt & J Johnson & Julie Seaton & J  
 Sousa & V McKee
Breeders: Julie Seaton & J Sousa V McKee & J Johnson
Date Titled:  12/17/2022

Grand Champion

GCH CH Temora Pizza Bianca At Toga
Owner: Sue Gersin
Breeders: Julie Seaton & J Sousa V McKee & 
 J Johnson
Date Titled:  12/17/2022

Rally Excellent

Firewalker’s Lake Alexandrina RE FDC SWE SCM RATN  
 CGCA TKN ATT
Owners: Susan Saulvester & Dr. Grace Massey
Breeders: Dr. Grace Massey
Date Titled:  12/18/2022

Open Agility Jumper

Aristas Let The Good Times Roll NA OAJ
Owners: Frankie Joiris & Mrs. Pamela C Levy
Breeders: Mrs. Pamela C Levy
Date Titled:  12/31/2022

Master Bronze Jumper

The Farms Start The Game AX MXJ MJB OF BCAT
Owners: Alice R Williams
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Date Titled:  12/10/2022
Endurance Earthdog

GCH CH Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy BN MXE   
 SXE EE BCAT TKN
Owners:Dr. Heather Mary Rife D.V.M. & 
 Kim Occhiutti
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti
Date Titled:  11/6/2022

Coursing Ability

CH Dreamtime’s Alchemist Of Ascension CA DCAT
Owners:Julie L Payne & Marilyn Y Harban
Breeder: Marilyn Y Harban
Date Titled:  12/4/2022

Scent Work Container Excellent

Benayr Bringing Down The House RI SWA SCE CGC
Owner: Constance Everett
Breeder: Susan M Bentley
Date Titled:  12/32022

Scent Work Buried Master

Firewalker’s Lake Alexandrina RE FDC SWE SCM SBM 
RATN CGCA TKN ATT
Owners: Susan Saulvester & Dr. Grace Massey
Breeder: Dr. Grace Massey
Date Titled:  12/31/2022

Canine Good Citizen

Dahling BlackRange Scarlett The Lady In Red CGC
Owners: Mrs. Diana Jan Dahling & Mr. Eric Dahling
Breeders: Diana Jan Dahling & Eric Dahling
Date Titled:  11/9/2022

Therapy Dog Novice

Dreamtime’s Master Gamer BN RN THDN CGCA TKE   
 VHMP
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
Breeder: Marilyn Y Harban
Date Titled:  12/22/2022
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Barn Hunt Titles

Earned in 2022

Instinct
 Benayr Lets Go Little Darlin, RATI    Charlene Rainville    2/19/2022
Novice
 Tapa Earl Grady of Notgrass, RATN    David Anglen     9/5/2022
 Breakaway Lion Heart, RATN     Haley Carter     2/13/2022
Open
 Breakaway Lion Heart, RATO     Haley Carter     5/7/2022
Champion
 Toohey , RATI, CZ8S, RATCH     Kathy Hamilton    10/1/2022
 Dunham Lake Contender’s Mr Jax, CZ8P, RATCH  Cindy Petti     12/11/2022
Champion X
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8P2B, RATCHX   Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   1/2/2022
Champion X2
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8P2B, RATCHX2   Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   7/23/2022
Champion  X3
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8P2B, RATCHX3   Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   12/18/2022
Crazy8s Silver 
 Toohey, RATI, CZ8S      Kathy Hamilton    4/29/2022
Crazy8s Platinum
 Dunham Lake Contender’s Mr Jax, CZ8P   Cindy Petti     6/19/2022
Crazy8s Platinum Gold
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8PG    Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   2/6/2022
Crazy8s Platinum 2
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8P2   Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   3/22/2022
Crazy8s Platinum 2 Bronze
 Ryba’s Precious Penelope, CZ8P2B    Virgil Silver, Margy Silver   12/3/2022
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  Rank                                            Name        Sex         MPH                   
1 Noosa Tuttle BCAT         Bitch         23.09
2 GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT20 SWNSCNE  Dog         23.09 

  RATN CGC TKP        
   3 Benayr IIuka BCAT         Dog         21.37
   4 CH Dreamtime’s Alchemist Of Ascension CA FCAT     Bitch         21.31
   5  CH Killara’s Rock The Red Legacy CAX BCAT RATN CGC    Bitch         21.06
   6 The Farms Start The Game AX MXJ OF BCAT     Dog         20.32
   7 CH Killara Legend Of The Jersey Devil CA BCATVHMA    Bitch         20.21
   8 Dunham Lake We'VeGot A Contender CAA FCAT3     Dog         20.20
   9 CH Dreamtime’s Guns And Roses DCAT      Dog         20.11
 10 Adelaide Tuttle BCAT TKI        Bitch         19.67
 11 CH Killara Dance With The Devil BCAT      Dog         19.45
 12 Samabel Ruff Act To Follow At Redwing RN BCAT     Dog         19.19
 13  Temora Don’t Look Back BCAT TKN      Dog         18.89
 14  CH Temora’s Gone Rogue At Ryba BCAT      Dog         18.80
 15 Dunham Lake Contender's Mr. Jax FCAT RATM CZ8P CGCA TKI   Dog         18.25
 16 GCH CH Aka lnu Merrigang Call Me Crazy MEBCAT TKN   Bitch         17.97
 17 Dunham Lake The Heat Is On BCAT       Dog         17.63
 18 Benayr New Kid In Town@Johmanda BCAT      Dog         17.59
 19  CH Horrieglen My Rybas Drummer BN RN BCAT     Bitch         17.49
 20 GCHB CH Shastakin Killara's Flying Eureka' BCAT RATN    Bitch         16.56
 21 CH Heartland Nuk'Em From Orbit BCAT      Bitch         14.45

AKC Fast Cat Standings

As of December 31, 2022
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RALLY, INVITEES ARE 

NOVICE CLASS
 

CH KILLARAS LEGACY PROMISE, RN,CAX,RATN,CGCA,TDN  OWNED BY ANNE MCGROATY/FIONA MC 
  GROATY/MOIRA MCGROATY

BENAYR BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE, RI,SWA,CGC, OWNED BY CONSTANCE EVERTT

DREAMTIMES MASTER GAMER, BN,RN,CGCA,TKE,VHMP OWNED BY PAT GOSHORN

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

SHASTAKIN JRS ROYAL DANCER, RI OWNED BY  ANNE MCGROATY/FIONA MCGROATY/                       
MOIRA  MCGROATY

ADVANCED CLASS 

FIREWALKERS LAKE ALEXANDRINA, RA,FDC,SWE,SCM, RATN CGCA TKN ATT,  OWNED BY SUSAN 
SAULVESTER/DR GRACE MASSEY

EXCELLENT CLASS

CHOTCH2 TEMORA KEEPING STRIDE, UDX11,OGM,GN,GO,RE OWNED BY CINDY BURGESS

DUNHAM LAKE STICKY BEAK, CDX,PCDX,BN,GN,GO,RM,RAE,NAP,NJP,CGCA,CGCU,TKE,VSWB OWNED 
BY RUTHANNE MCCAULLEY/THERESA GOIFFON/ELLIE GOIFFON

COOKTOWN RED SCALLYWAG, RAE,FDC,NA,NAJ,AXP,AJP,NFP,CGC,TKI OWNED BY SHEILA DUNN
MASTER CLASS

GCHB CH RACH2 CHRISTHILL FIRST LADY MARIE GENEVA, UDX,PCDX,BN,GN,RM9,RAE7,CGC,TKN 
OWNED BY KREG HILL/DR WILLIAM CHRISTENSEN

RACH CHRISTHILL IZZYDORA DE COACHELLA CDX,PCD,BN,RM6,RAE2, CGC TKN OWNED BY KREG 
HILL/DR WILLIAM CHRISTENSEN 

1ST ROUND INVITEES TO THE NATIONAL OBEDIENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

CHOTCH2 TEMORA KEEPING STRIDE, UDX11 OGM, GN,GO, RE OWNED BY CINDY BURGESS

GCHB CH RACH2 CHRISTHILL FIRST LADY MARIE GENEVA, UDX,PCDX,BN,GN,RM9,RAE7,CGC,TKN 
OWNED BY KREG HILL/DR WILLIAM CHRISTENSEN

HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PERFORMANCE 

AUSSIES THAT HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THE 

2023 NATIONALS! 
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AKC Top Conformation Dogs

NOHS

September 21, 2022 - December 31, 2022 

AKC ONLINE STATS

(Canine Chronicle)

1.         GCHB CH Samabel Banjopats Ain T Over Till It s Over CAA  195
2.         GCH CH Benayr Lets Go Little Darlin FDC CGCA TKN ATT  120
3.         CH Dunham Lake The Heat Is On BCAT    100
4.         Roachan s Mclaren Vale Shiraz Spritzer CGCA TKA   90
5.         CH Temora Tropical Spice At Holden     70
6.         GCH CH Tattercoats Look It Here     70
7.        CH Dreamtime s Alchemist Of Ascension CA DCAT   45
7.         GCHS CH Bluquo s Saturday Night Special    45
9.        CH Elemental-Johmanda Where s The Rum    40
10.      GCH CH Redhawk Excellent Adventure    35

1. GCHB CH Samabel Banjopats Ain T Over Till It s Over CAA  925 
2. GCHB CH Shastakin Killara s Flying Eureka BCAT RATN  550
3. CH Samabel Peach Sparkler     435
4. GCH CH Temora Georgia On My Mind Dahling DSA CGC TKN  390
5. CH Temora All In CD BN      360
6.  GCH CH Benayr Carolina s Zooming Around   225
7. GCH CH Benayr Lets Go Little Darlin FDC CGCA TKN ATT  215
8. GCH CH Razmataz I Have A Dream     185
9. CH Grand-Lares Kaledos Sudden Impact TKI   180
10. GCH CH Temora Reason Gone Mad     160

September 22, 2021 - September 21, 2022

AKC ONLINE STATS

(Canine Chronicle)

NOHS Stats are not per Calendar Year but September to September
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JANUARY 1, 2022 THRU December 31, 2022 

AKC ONLINE STATS

(Canine Chronicle)

Top 100 All Dogs
91 GCHS CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi    9077

Top 20 Terriers
12 GCHS CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi    9077

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)
1. GCHS CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi    9077
2. GCH CH Temora Reason Gone Mad 1973
3. GCHB CH Samabel Hot Fudge Sundae 1924
4. GCH CH Tattercoats Look It Here 715
5. GCH CH Temora Sir Can-A-Lot 654
6. GCH CH Christhill Ace Of Hearts D’Azul BN RI 285
7. GCH CH Camaroo’s Bobbing In The Marsh TKI 208
8. GCH CH Christhill Be My Valentino 206
8.  GCH CH Razmataz I Have A Dream 206
10.  GCHB  CH Samabel Banjopats Ain’T Over Till It’s Over CAA 123

 Conformation Australian Breed Totals (Top 10)
1. GCHS CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi 257
2. GCHB CH Samabel Hot Fudge Sundae 247
3. CH Redhawk Excellent Adventure 83

4. GCH CH Acebreeders Queen B 71

5. GCH CH Temora Reason Gone Mad 61

6. GCHS CH Toga On Tap 58
7. GCH CH Alinta Loch Reese’s Piece of Ryba 54
8. GCH CH Roachan’s Park Place 45
9. CH Tattercoats Look It Here 42
10. GCH CH Christhill Ace Of Hearts D’Azul 40
10. GCH CH Temora Sir Can-A-Lot 40

 
Junior Handler - Breed
1. Yesenia Green        25
2. Grace Brown       7
3. Alyssa Surles       3

AKC Top Conformation Dogs
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ATCA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES
November 21, 2022 -- 6:00 PM PDT

Recorded By:  Celeste Platt
Attending Board Members: Cleland, Evans,  Farmer, Massey, Mason, Platte, Post, Rife, Samarotto, 
Schreeder, Sousa, Zupan. AKC Delegate: Christensen  ABSENT:  Occhiuti 
Call to Order; Establish quorum; appoint a timekeeper 
Minutes: Previously approved and published.

Special Presentation:  Sustainability Committee – Caren Holtby   

 No progress can be made about breed sustainability without a discussion of breeding bitches. As breeders   
 age or simply decide not to continue breeding, bitches may be spayed and thus lost as an important   
 resource for breed  sustainability. Encouraging other breeders to utilize worthy bitches could prevent   
 loss of valuable bloodlines. 

 Recommendation: Add a query to the monthly breeder referral inquiry for “Bitches Available for Lease”.   
 Breeders could list their bitches as available, and these listings would be updated monthly on the breeder   
 referral page as are the puppy listings. 

 Outcome:  Breeders would be responsible for vetting inquiries, with no responsibility to the club. Lease   
 agreements would be handled between individuals, with the ATCA only providing information as a service  
 to breeders as they now do for puppy listings.   The Board recommended that a strong disclaimer be placed  
 prominently for any form that is put on the website for the users’ convenience.

 2022-39 MOTION to expand Breeder Referral listing to include bitches available for lease.  1st.  Samarotto.   
 2nd Cleveland.  MOTION PASSED

Special Presentation:  2023 Specialty – Gayle Roache  

A brief update on the type of trophies the committee is considering.   Gayle lso informed the Board that the  
 Colorado Springs Kennel Club will be holding two rally trials and one obedience trial on the Thursday of the  
 ATCA National.

Reports:  There were no reports from the following officers:  President:  Grace Massey. Vice President Report:  
Teresa Schreeder.  Recording Secretary Report:  Celeste Platte.  Corresponding Secretary:  Pat Zupan 

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans.   A report of the Club’s financial status was presented.   

AKC Delegates Report:  Bill Christensen – The Delegates report was emailed to the membership on October 24, 
2022.

The next Delegate meeting will be held during the December AKC Invitational in Orlando, Florida.

Old Business

MOTION 2022-38

Membership Application Approvals.  

Becky Van Donslear was approved for ATCA membership by the Board of Directors via ballot during the   
 November 21, 2022, meeting.

Sally Ward was approved by the Board of Directors via email and Motion 2022-38 for ATCA membership  
 via email November 23, 2022.
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New ATCA Members:

Becky Van Donslear & Sally Ward
1627 N 74trh Ave, Elmwood Park, IL 60707
Becky:  rvandons@yahoo.com
Sally: mgs1466@yahoo.com,

New Business

AKC Humane Fund – Schreeder       

 “Breed Rescue Grant Application.  The AKC Humane Fund is dedicated to assisting groups that protect pets,   
including those involved in pet welfare, rescue, and health, such as the AKC Canine Health Foundation and AKC Rescue 
Network. The rescue grant program provides financial assistance to not-for-profit canine rescue groups that are taking on 
significant, rescue-related expenses. Grants are used to help cover the costs of veterinary care, spaying and neutering, vital 
supplies and more.”  

Schreeder wanted the Board to be aware of this program.  She has also forwarded the information to                
 Aussie Rescue.

Breed Club Program Agreement – Embark Veterinary 2022 – Schreeder  

Embark Veterinary Breed Club Program Agreement.  Schreeder went over some highlights of this program.  This 
is a private registry which is closed.  You cannot look at another dog’s testing results like you can on CHIC. AKC is in 
the process of establishing a genetic testing panel which would probably be an open registry.  AKC is also working on         
including genetic counseling to understand the results of the testing.  It was the Boards’ consensus to support the AKC in 
the creation of their genetic testing. 

ACTION ITEMS
ATCA University –Sousa
Health Statement from AKC Website
Updating the Show Chair guidelines
 Include the Bred by Breakdown 
 Include the Comment about Reserve Major at National
 Statement to be aware of over committing room reservations and/or meal
Iconic Breeders status

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Platte, Recording Secretary.

mailto:rvandons@yahoo.com
mailto:mgs1466@yahoo.co
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ATCA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES
January 16, 2023 -- 6:00 PM PDT

Recorded By:  Celeste Platt
Attending Board Members: Campbell, Evans,  Farmer, Harbin, Massey, Mason, Platte, Post, Rife, 
Schreeder, Sousa, Wakeman, Zupan. AKC Delegate: Christensen 
Call to Order; Establish quorum; appoint a timekeeper 
Minutes: Previously approved and published.

President:  Grace Massey – Welcomed Marylyn Harban, Kathy Wakeman and Eva Campbell as new members of the 
Board of Directors.  

 A report by the Sustainability Committee was postponed from the January meeting to give all the commit-
tee members an opportunity to review the material to be presented.  The report is scheduled for the February Board of         
Directors meeting.  

Vice-President, Corresponding Report – NO REPORT

Secretary – Celeste Platte.  Regarding the signed Code of Ethics (COE) by the membership.  Once the offer was made 
to the membership to simply state they have read and understood the Code and sign their name, there has been a flurry of 
acknowledgements.  However, there are still about 38 members that have not signed.  Perhaps there is some confusion as 
to why they need to sign again. All members signed the Code when they joined ATCA.  This is just acknowledging they 
have read the update. Darlene will contact those that have not signed to determine the reason for their reluctance.

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans.  Books are being audited at that time.  24 members have not renewed their dues at this 
time.   They have been called and they promised they would pay.

Membership Booklet will be published in the same format as the current one.  The Code of Ethics (COE) revised 
edition and the Bylaws will be reprinted and mailed along with the Membership Booklet.  (This is updating a previous 
discussion held early 2022 which was where the Code of Ethics would be published.  The COE will remain in the Bylaw’s 
booklet, not at the back of the membership directory.) .  An electronic version of the membership will be available to those 
that would like it as well as the membership booklet as requested by Bill Christensen and supported by the Board.

 Brief Committee Descriptions will be posted on the ATCA website.  A link will be put in the Membership          
directory below the committee names directing the members to a more detailed description of the committees.

AKC Delegates Report:  Bill Christensen – 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) had hoped the Semen Bank would be up and running by the middle of January 
2023.  Approval of the 501.3.C status by the IRS is still outstanding.

 If a dog’s semen is going to be banked, a DNA blood sample needs to be submitted to AKC.  Once all approvals 
are received, then the AKC will start to collect samples. 

 Judges Education:  On the AKC website under resources, the information for ATCA Judges Education is outdated 
in both the names listed and contact information.  This should go to the Judges Education Committee.  Action needs to be 
taken quickly so judges interested in learning more about judging the Aussie will know who to contact.  Marilyn Harban 
will contact the Judges Education committee.
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 No-shows from judges asking for a mentoring session.   Those judges that have asked for a mentor, then do not 
show up as agreed is frustrating.  In the past, this was reported back to the AKC Judges Education Department.  Perhaps 
this practice should be reinstated.

OLD BUSINESS:

Brood bitch listing and how to go about it.  The Sustainability Committee will coordinate with the Breeder Committee to 
establish listings.  Once resolved, the procedure will be presented to the Board of Directors.

NEW BUSINESS

AusTTrust – Two ATCA Board of Directors needed to be selected to serve on the AusTTrust Board.  Sue Mason and 
Marilyn Harban volunteered to serve.

2023-01  MOTION to submit Marilyn Harban and Susan Mason as the Board members sitting on the AusTTrust.  1st 
Evans.  2nd Post.  APPROVED

More presentation of the Australian Terrier and other low entry breeds during televised shows. – Evans

 When the American Kennel Club (AKC) gives their approval for a club to hold an event, the paperwork clearly 
asks if this show will be published.  Is there a way to get AKC to require the show giving club to give more televised 
information/time on the low entry breeds?

 Bill Christensen will talk to a contact of his that is involved in the AKC production of the shows and see if more 
coverage can be given to dogs specifically Aussies.

Feature a different performance dog each month on the ATCA website. - Rife  

On a monthly basis, highlight a performance dog on the website with pictures and some video if possible.  
The website can direct the visitor to the link for the club’s YouTube channel for a video if available.  The Versatility          
Committee will select the dog-of-the-month.  All performance/companion events will be recognized.  This is open to all 
Aussie owners worldwide as it is the achievements and versatility of the Aussie.  People are unaware of what performance 
venues the Aussie is involved in and their ability to achieve.

Heather Rife will head this project and coordinate with the webmaster and also supply to the                            
Talkabout committee.  

ACTION ITEMS

ATCA University –Sousa
Health Statement from AKC WebsiteUpdating 
The Show Chair guidelines
 Include the Bred By Breakdown 
 Include the Comment about Reserve Major at National
 Statement to be aware of over committing room reservations and/or meal.
Iconic Breeders status
AKC Breeder Education Updated names and contacts.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 PM EST.

Respectfully submitted,

Celeste Platte
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ATCA BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES
February 20, 2023 -- 6:00 PM PDT

Recorded By:  Celeste Platt
Attending Board Members: Campbell, Evans,  Farmer, Harbin, Massey, Mason, Platte, Post, Rife, 
Sousa, Wakeman, Zupan. AKC Delegate: Christensen  ABSENT:  Schreeder
Call to Order; Establish quorum; appoint a timekeeper 
Minutes: Previously approved and published.

President:  Grace Massey.  Grace is working on getting confirmation of the Committee Chairs staying on for another 
two years.  Grace also confirmed that the list of officers was sent to AKC, and the Recording Secretary will send the 
membership list to the Corresponding Secretary to forward to AKC.
 NO REPORTS:  
Vice President Report:  Teresa Schreeder, Recording Secretary Report:  Celeste Platte, Corresponding Secretary Pat  
 Zupan 
Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans.    Still waiting for a few of the members to send in their membership renewals.    As 
it stands, it looks like ATCA has lost about 10 members for non-payment.  She is also still following up on the updated 
Code of Ethics from members. Darlene gave a financial report for the club including the 2022 status as well as year to 
date. The membership book is still being worked on.  Waiting for all members to send in their renewals. 

AKC Delegates Report:  Bill Christensen – The next delegates meeting is in March 2023.  The December Delegate 
report was sent out in early January.  
 The Board discussed the AKC Veterinary outreach.  Also, the “creation at Tufts, of an elective whereby 
veterinary students earn scholastic credit for enrolling in a program whereby they are paired with breeders to learn 
about pedigree analysis, health testing, breeding and whelping, at which they are present, and also view the breeder 
webinars in AKC Canine College and tour a dog show.  . . . .   Lauri Malucci, Gale Golden, and Stacey Ober worked 
with Tufts facility to develop the curriculum, which is being prepared for publication by one of the faculty members, 
and which, it is hoped, will be adopted by other veterinary schools.”  Wm Christensen December 2022 Delegate Report
The Board encourages any interested breeders thinking about a litter, to contact a veterinary school in their area to see 
if the school has a program like Tufts.

Old Business

• Bred By Classes – Splitting of Classes – Evans
Colorado Springs National is coming up soon.  A determination needs to be made how to pay out the awards for the 
Bred By class.  These classes only apply to the National Specialty.

MOTION 2023-03– if the Bred-By classes are split, $50 each will be paid to the puppy dog and puppy bitch.  $50 each 
will be paid to the adult dog and bitch.  If the classes are not split, then the best Bred-by Dog and Bred-by Bitch will 
each get $100.1st Evans.  2nd Campbell.  MOTION PASSED

MOTION 2023-04.  When there is an independent specialty, bred-by classes will not be split.  1st  Mason.  2nd  
Harban.  Opposed:  Evans.  MOTION PASSED.

New Business

• There have been a few people contacting ATCA asking about membership.  There is a need for someone 
to describe our membership requirements and to encourage involvement, attend shows, and let members know that 
someone close to them may be interested in the Aussie which could possibly lead ATCA membership.
o The Corresponding Secretary will design a letter to send to these people along with any known members in the 
area they live in.
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• Increasing traffic to the ATCA website using a QR code. Rife
o Create a QR code that can be given to interested parties’ information about the Australian Terrier dog and club.  
The code will lead directly to the ATCA Website.  Discussion regarding including it on handouts and the possibility of 
supplying to members ensued.  The goal is to get people interested in the Australian Terrier.
o 
MOTION 2023-05 Create a QR code leading to the AustralianTerrier.org website.  1st  Harban.  2nd Post  
MOTION PASSED

• Limiting colors available when registering an Aussie with AKC. – Zupan
o There are many colors being used when registering Australian Terriers.  An attachment showing the wide variety 
of colors that were being used was presented to the Board.
MOTION 2023-06 The only colors allowed on AKC registration will be the standard colors of Sandy, Blue & Tan, and 
Red. 1st Mason. 2nd, Rife.  MOTION PASSED
 The Corresponding Secretary will contact AKC and advise that only the standard colors will be allowed on breed 
registrations.

AKC Website – There are some inconsistencies on the AKC website about the Australian Terrier.  The JEC is looking at 
the site and will contact AKC to make corrections.

2023 National Specialty Fund Raisers – Australian Terrier Ninja Warrior.  Participation by owner and dog.  A small fee.  
T-shirts and Hoodies will be available for sale and pre-sale.
• Another Fund Raiser – Building a little cart based on the Colorado Springs Advertisement and do photo op with 
our Aussies.
• Also, a smoker will be set up one day at the National with brisket, chicken, ribs, etc. available for sale.

 ACTION ITEMS
ATCA University –Jen Sousa
Health Statement from AKC Website
Updating the Show Chair guidelines
a) Include the Bred By Breakdown 
b) Include the Comment about Reserve Major at National
c) Statement to be aware of over committing room reservations and/or meal.
d) Iconic Breeders status

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Platte, Recording Secretary

OUTSIDE OF THE BOARD MEETING.  On February 23, 2023 the Board of Directors approved a motion to accept the 
list of Committee Chairs for 2023-2024 presented by President Grace Massey.

Archives, Preservation & Historian (2023-2024) – Darlene Evans, Sue Bachman & Kathy Wakeman
Aussie Store (2023-2024) – Susan Saulvester
Breed Referral (2023-2024) – Rita Farmer
Futurity (2023-2024) – Sue Bachman
Health (2023-2024) – Teresa Schreeder
Junior Scholarship (2023-2024) – Jen Sousa
National Specialty Coordinator (2023-2024) – Kreg Hill
Performance For National (2023-2024) – Celeste Platte
Public Education (2023-2024) – Rita Farmer
Supported Entry & Mae Roo Trophies (2023-2024) – Alexa Samarotto
Versatility Awards (2023-2024) – Susan Saulvester
Webmaster (2023-2024) – Kathy Wakeman
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REPORT OF THE AKC Delegate
December 15-16, 2022

Orlando, Florida
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee:

Susan Hamil reminded those present of the “Canines and 
Cocktails” event to be held this evening at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Rosen Centre Hotel. For those not previously purchasing 
them, tickets will be available at the door.
She also reminded everyone that the AKC Parent Club 
Health Conference will be held 11-13 August 2022 at the 
Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the Arch, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Although an in- person event, club members and others 
interested may also attend virtually. The AKC, OFA, and 
Purina will support attendance by veterinary students.

Dr. Jennifer MacLeay reported attending a conference on 
the “Dog Aging Project,” in late September at Washington 
State University. This is a long-term epidemiologic study, 
funded by the NIH Institute of Aging, which has currently 
enrolled 35,000 dogs and hope to enroll 100,000. Dog 
owners can enroll their dogs at https://dogagingproject.org/

Andrea Fiumefreddo summarized the activities of the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation during 2022. Over $3.4 million 
dollars has been awarded in 54 research grants across 
18 different research program areas, including multiple 
educational grants. Theriogenology grants were awarded 
to Auburn University and the Ohio State University. Four 
Clinician-Scientist Fellowships were awarded to young 
scientists investigating ophthalmologic diseases, cancer, 
and emergency treatment of baclofen poisoning (a muscle 
relaxant medication for humans) in dogs. Complete 
information is available at  https://www.akcchf.org/
research/our-research/ or directly linked here  https://www.
akcchf.org/assets/files/2022-Grants-Report-FINAL.pdf

Eddie Dziuk reported that there are currently more than 
170,000 CHIC numbers. CHIC numbers are now included 
on AKC pedigrees when available. There are over 70,000 
DNA samples banked at OFA, with 1500 new ones added 
this year. Sixty percent are blood specimens. There were 
seven requests for samples by researchers, but the requested 
breeds had not been banked in sufficient numbers to be 
useful. Blood samples are much more useful for research 
then cheek swabs and permit multiple distributions for each 
specimen banked.
 
With respect to BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive 
Airway Syndrome), the OFA will launch the first screening 
application at the Rose City Classic (Portland, OR) dog 
shows in January, through the courtesy of Patti Strand. 
OFA has licensed this test from its developers at Cambridge 

University and The Kennel Club (GB), and pilot trials have 
revealed that it takes approximately 15 minutes per dog. 
Physical examination by a trained veterinary specialist, 
including chest auscultation, is performed before and after a 
3-minute exercise test. Grading depends on the observation 
or auscultation of signs of respiratory obstruction, with 
“Grades 0-1” assigned as “normal” scores and Grades 2-3 
as “affected.” Five specialists will be trained at Portland by 
the initial three clinicians who participated in the pilot 
trials, and each of these newly trained specialists will train 
additional examiners so that a total of approximately 100 
examiners will eventually receive training and be available 
for dog show evaluations.

Keith Frazier reported on Mari-Beth O’Neill’s activities in 
veterinary outreach. More than 200 veterinary, veterinary 
technician, and agriculture students attended 13 dog shows 
during 2022, including a large attendance at the German 
Shepherd Dog National Specialty where they were hosted by 
Dr. Carmen Battaglia. This exposure to purebred dogs and 
their breeders has had a significant impact on veterinary 
student attitudes toward purebred dogs, and any clubs in 
the vicinity of a veterinary school are encouraged to host a 
tour. Mari-Beth will provide appropriate information and 
assistance.

Even more exciting, now that we live in an era when many 
veterinarians have never whelped a litter, is the creation 
at Tufts, of an elective whereby veterinary students earn 
scholastic credit for enrolling in a program whereby they 
are paired with breeders to learn about pedigree analysis, 
health testing, breeding and whelping, at which they are 
present, and also view the breeder webinars in AKC Canine 
College and tour a dog show. Three students enrolled in 
the first semester, and five have signed-up for the spring 
semester. Lauri Malucci, Gale Golden, and Stacey Ober 
worked with Tufts facility to develop the curriculum, which 
is being prepared for publication by one of the faculty 
members, and which, it is hoped, will be adopted by other 
veterinary schools.

“Meet the AKC Events” occurred at 26 veterinary schools 
during 2022, with Mari-Beth and Dr. Jerry Klein or Dr. 
Darin Collins usually presenting but with Eddie Dziuk 
presenting at Missouri in November.

AKC sponsored a booth at the Student American Veterinary 
Medical Association at the University of Minnesota 11-13 
March which aimed to familiarize those attending with 

https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/
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the AKC Fit Dog Program. Mari-Beth and the AKC/CHF 
attended the Therio Conference 20-23 July in Bellevue, 
Washington, with Mari-Beth and Dr. Darin Collins hosting 
a reception for students, residents, and their faculty 
mentors. Mari-Beth, together with the AKC/CHF and AKC 
Reunite, attended the American Veterinary Association 
convention, 29 July-2 August in Philadelphia.

Scholarships will be awarded in April 2023, totaling $65,000 
to veterinary students who either compete in veterinary 
events or pursue research involving purebred dogs. In 
March, a total of $22,000 will be awarded in scholarships to 
qualifying participants in the Juniors program.
 
Dr. Charles Garvin announced that the AKC Purebred 
Preservation Bank website is up and running. The link is 
http://www.akcppb.org  A new white paper by Jerold S. 
Bell, DVM, a geneticist at Tufts and board member of the 
AKC Purebred Preservation Bank, is posted at that site 
and explains, with respect to genetic considerations, the 
basis and need for a breed semen repository. Pending AKC 
Board approval, Dr. Garvin hopes that the Bank may begin 
accepting donations as of 15 January 2023. IRS approval 
as a non-for-profit 501.C.3 corporation is pending their 
review of the extensive application. Monica Henderson has 
been hired as the project manager and may be contacted at 
mailto:monica.henderson@akcppb.org

A virtual presentation is being prepared for presentation 
at Parent Club meetings and will be accompanied by a 
scheduled, live Q & A session. Dr. Garvin pointed out that 
the Bank will be “wide open” in accepting semen donations 
but “very discriminate” in providing frozen semen, with 
guidelines developed in association with the Parent Clubs, 
should they choose to participate. (Three Parent Clubs have 
now established their own semen banks.)

Parent Clubs are strongly encouraged to ensure that 
semen donations from living dogs are accompanied by 
corresponding blood donations to the OFA DNA bank. 
This will make it possible for withdrawals of semen in the 
distant future to be informed by DNA testing of the blood 
specimen for as-yet-to-be-developed genetic tests.

AKC Executive V.P., Mark Dunn, together with Dr. Claire 
Wiley, AKC Executive Director of AKC DNA Programs, 
helped guide a wide-ranging discussion of the role of 
multiplex genetic testing as an aid to the selection of dogs 
for breeding within the context of a Parent Club, a Parent 
Club which might or might not contract with a particular 
provider of multiplex genetic tests. Clubs are advised to 
consult with their attorneys prior to signing any outside 
contract, as should be customary.

The AKC will soon launch a program offering genetic 
testing to breeders. The testing, although on a multiplex 
platform, will be focused on those tests which are 
recommended or required by the Parent Clubs and as 
informed by continuing genetic research. In many cases 
the AKC will have an initial DNA profile on the individual 
dog which will ensure that the test results pertain to the dog 
sampled. A genetic counselling call center to assist breeders 
will accompany this service.

AKC Executive V.P., Mark Dunn briefly reported on the 
joint Federation Cynologique Internationale (FCI) and 
Federación Canófila Mexicana (FCM) World Congress 
for Dog Welfare and Health held in Mexico City 31 
October through 2 November 2022. Several other AKC 
representatives attended, and Dr. Jerry Bell presented 
virtually. Overall, there appeared to be less agitation by 
“animal rights” representatives than in the past although 
some of the FCI leadership were still trying to find middle 
ground with those activists. The AKC/CHF had provided 
a variety of informational literature in Spanish, which was 
greatly appreciated by those attending the Congress.
 
The quotation which Mark believes that we all need to 
remember is: “only breeders can improve
the health of breeds.”

Parent Clubs Committee:

Peter Piusz was elected Chair by the Committee.

He stated that a memorial award would be established by 
the Committee in memory of Pat Laurans, the long-term 
AKC Delegate, Board Member and immediate past Chair of 
the Parent Clubs Committee.

One Parent Club has applied for AKC member status.

The development of 5-year plans as a Parent Club tool has 
been dropped as there has been no interest in it.

Sheila Goffe, AKC Director of Government Relations, 
reported that the AKC PAC had donated $45,000 dollars 
during 2022 to 63 different political candidates. Of the 
50 supported candidates who were up for election in the 
November General Election, 50 won. The activities of the 
PAC are important supporting a legislator eases access 
to that legislator, and the message that legislators need to 
receive is that breed club’s members are the experts on 
breeding.

The so-called Puppy Protection Act has wide support 
in both House and Senate and will probably be carried 
over into next year. It has several provisions which are 
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unfavorable for responsible breeders. Any owner of four or 
more intact females of any species can be designated as a 
“commercial breeder” by the USDA and subject to licensing 
if a single animal is transferred “sight unseen.” There are 
regulations on the number of litters which can be bred and 
well as a requirement that animals be spayed and neutered 
if they fail any health tests.

AKC Government Relations will hold a conference in 
Raleigh, N.C. 21-22 January 2023.

Don James reported that his Best Practices Committees had 
filed ten outlines on the Delegate’s
Portal. Webinars on each area will eventually follow.

Helen Prince would like club show chairs to complete 
the Show Site Survey ASAP after an event. This will help 
other clubs who are trying to identify a suitable site. She 
also reported that the AKC Archive had completed digital 
archiving of all dog show catalogues from the 1940’s and 
1950’s. The Archive will also store digital recordings of 
interviews with “iconic” breeders if in the proper format. 
Contact the Archivist to find out which formats are 
acceptable.
 
The Parent Club Breeder Development Sub-committee has 
requested that the AKC require the listing of a “breeder 
development coordinator” by each Parent Club. “Breeder 
Development” will be the topic of the June Delegate Forum.

Richard Rohrbacher felt that Parent Club participation in 
Meet the Breed events helped raise the status of purebred 
dogs with the general public. His club offers support to 
members who participate in order to offset their expenses, 
especially if lodging is required.

He also requested that Delegates be provided with an AKC 
directory including all departments and contacts with 
relevant emails and telephone numbers. Board Liaison Ann 
Wallin demurred.

Delegate Meeting:

Chairman Thomas Davies reported that 2022 had been 
another successful year of the AKC and praised the work of 
President Dennis Sprung and the rest of the AKC staff.

President Dennis Sprung stated that this year’s AKC 
Championship Show had 9375 entries, making it the largest 
show in its 22 year history and the largest dog show in 
North America.

He introduced Kirstin Bahlke, Vice President of Marketing, 
who discussed marketing strategies in general and the 

importance of enhancing the perceived value of AKC 
registration of a dog in particular. She then introduced 
Melissa Oland, Director of Digital Marketing, who 
explained and played some examples of marketing on 
TikTok, the fastest growing social platform. 60% of youths 
between the ages of 16 and 24 participate as do 25% of 
those 25 to 44. She believes that this platform “maintains 
relevance to the modern world and engages the audience in 
a authentic, humorous way,” and “strengthens the tie with 
younger, multigenerational dog owners.”

Melissa also discussed the importance of the “Pupdate” 
publication in educating new puppy owners and asked 
breeders to check out the AKC Breeder Toolkit, which 
provides online management of all one’s dogs.

Chief Financial Officer Ted Phillips reported on year-to-
date business metrics and revenues as compared with the 
first 3 quarters of 2021.

Dog registrations increased from 563,978 to 619,685; 
litter registrations decreased from 248,628 to 245,718. The 
number of AKC events decreased from 18,701 to 15,780 and 
the number of entries from 2,607,730 to 2,308,461.

Of total operating revenues of $80.4 million, $56.1 million 
came from registration and event fees, $14.4 million from 
advertising, sponsorship, and royalties, and $9.2 million 
from product and service sales. Operating expenses of 
$61.6 million were comprised of $28.6 million for staff, 
$11.4 for professional fees, $8.8 for fulfillment, $8 million 
for insurance, rent, and depreciation, and $3.7 million for 
donations.
 
Total assets are $235,886 million, liabilities $120,546 
million, and net assets $11,340 million.

Voting:
Two amendments to the AKC Bylaws were approved by the 
Delegate Body, the first relative to the nominating process 
for the AKC Board of Directors, and the second more 
accurately defining the role of the Chief Financial Officer.

Numerous proposed changes to the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows were read and will be subject to future voting. Most 
were “clean-up” changes and not substantial.

Submitted by William I. Christensen, Delegate 11 February 
2023.   My report is not intended to be an official report of 
the business conducted by the various delegate committees 
or by the official Delegate Meeting. Summaries of the 
minutes for all meetings are posted on the AKC website. If 
you need the full official minutes for a committee meeting 
or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access 
these and forward them to you.
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