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Canine Health Committee: 

Eddie Dziuk updated the OFA information.  Dogs with CHIC numbers now number more than 
167,000, with over 10,000 added so far this year.  There are 32,713 DNA samples, of which 60% 
are blood samples, with more than 1000 added this year. 

The development of a physical test for the severity of BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive 
Airways Syndrome), as licensed and adapted from the test developed at the University of 
Cambridge, is almost ready for use in screening for the disorder in three breeds:  Bulldogs, 
French Bulldogs, and Pugs.   There are three primary examiners who are trained to conduct the 
test:  Dr. Kathleen Ham, University of Florida, Dr. Kelley Thieman. Texas A & M., and Dr. 
Elizabeth Rozanski, Tufts.  These three veterinary surgeons continue to work closely with the 
Dr. Jane Ladlow and her research team at Cambridge in refining and standardizing the exam 
protocol.   They are also training additional evaluators.  The test consists of auscultation over 
the larynx, followed by a brisk 3-minute walk, and the re-auscultation over the larynx.   The first 
official screening will be at the Rose City Cluster, 20-21 January in Portland, OR, with projected 
capacity for screening 50-60 dogs. 

Andrea Fiumefreddo reviewed the activity during this year at the Canine Health Foundation.   
More than $2.5 million has been awarded to 35 new grants and 28 peer-reviewed publications 
arising from previously funded grants have been published.  New grant highlights can be 
accessed at http://www.akcchf.org/research/our-impact/delegate-handouts.html 

A webinar series on canine behavior has been well attended, with an upcoming presentation on 
pain evaluation in a variety of dog breeds.    

The Dog Aging Project participants will meet in Seattle, Washington in two weeks, including a 
presentation of data which indicates similar DNA changes in both dogs and humans with 
lymphoma.   Approximately 40% of grants funded by the AKC/CHF have a “One Health” 
significance. 

The 2023 Parent Club Health Conference will be held both in person and remotely 11-13 August 
in St. Louis, MO, with sponsorship by Purina.   Two representatives from each parent club may 
attend in person.  However, the virtual presentation will be available for remote attendance by 
other interested club members. 

Student travel grants will be awarded to cover the associated expenses of one veterinary 
student from each of the 30 U.S. veterinary schools.   Students selected by the schools who 
attend will also be given a $1000 stipend for completion of a presentation arising from the 
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material presented at the Conference.  They will present to their peers, and in doing so will 
raise the awareness of the other students about the AKC/CHF contributions to canine health. 

Seven board-certified theriogenologists, sponsored by the AKC/CHF, are now in practice, with 
an additional two continuing their residencies (one at Ohio State and one at Auburn).   Two new 
theriogenology residencies have been funded at N.C. State and at Virginia/Maryland veterinary 
schools. 

 

Keith Frazier reported for Mari-Beth O’Neill on other forms of outreach to veterinary students.   

“AKC Events,” formerly “Lunch and Learn” sessions have been presented, often by Chief 
Veterinary Officer, Gerald Klein, at 14 veterinary schools so far this year.  Attendance is usually 
30-40 students but has ranged from 10 to 120.   Dr. Klein’s participation has been especially 
valuable as he has been able to engage the students’ interest by addressing wide-ranging 
questions raised by the students themselves.  Six additional “AKC Events” are planned for the 
remainder of the year. 

Dog show tours, a concept developed by Anne Bowes, a former AKC Delegate and breeder of 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, and the Ladies Dog Club, has involved as another important means of 
educating veterinary, veterinary assistant, and agriculture students on the value of purebred 
dogs and dog clubs.  These have occurred at six shows extending from Louisiana to Oregon, 
usually with an attendance of about 12 students each.  Dog club members living near a 
veterinary, veterinary assistant or agricultural school should strongly consider reaching out in 
this way. 

The AKC sponsored and maintained a booth at the Student American Veterinary Medical 
Association meeting 11-13 March at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.   Mari-Beth 
O’Neill and Dr. Darin Collins of the AKC/CHF attended the Theriogenology conference 20-23 July 
in Bellevue, Washington.  Mari-Beth and Dr. Collins entertained 15 students, residents, and 
their mentors at a cocktail reception. 

The AKC, AKC/CHF, and AKC Reunite were well represented at the American Veterinary Medical 
Association meeting 29 July- 2 August in Philadelphia.  Mari-Beth O’Neill met with student 
representative from the various veterinary schools, a major step in arranging future 
presentations.   The New York Veterinary Conference will be held 3-4 November in NYC, and 
strong representation from the AKC and its affiliate organizations is planned. 

 

Mark Dunn introduced Dr. Claire Wiley, newly hired as Executive Director of AKC DNA 
Programs.  Many dog breeders and breed clubs are overwhelmed by all of the data generated 
by multiplex genetic tests, offered by an increasing number of commercial laboratories, and Dr. 
Wiley has been hired for guidance in this arena.   Also, it is a hope that the AKC can assist clubs 
to identify appropriate genetic tests for their breeds and, even offer some of those tests.  For a 
recent short article on genetic testing by Dr. Wiley, go to:  https://www.akc.org/expert-
advice/dog-breeding/genetic-testing-dogs-overview/ 
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Mark reported that there are currently some 12,000 AKC Breeders of Merit and 4000 breeders 
who participate in the Bred with Heart program.   The estimated total of AKC breeders in the 
U.S. is 190,000, who among them must produce the 8.5 million dogs needed each year in the 
U.S.  Fewer than 7% of breeders are members of AKC Parent Clubs. 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin updated progress on the AKC Purebred Preservation Bank.   It has been 
incorporated and board and officers appointed.  Dr. Garvin is President, Mark Dunn is Vice 
President, and Ted Phillips is Treasurer.  The internet domain has been registered and a logo 
has been designed.  The current issue of Perspectives includes an article by Dr. Garvin on what 
Parent Clubs need to do now.   

Twenty-one clubs have expressed an interest in participating as have 76 AKC Delegates.   Four 
clubs are creating their own semen banks, based on the templates provided by the Otterhound 
Club of America.  That club is proud to announce the first birth of otterhound puppies from 20-
year-old banked semen. 

In progress for the AKC Semen Bank, an application to the IRS for a tax-exempt status is 
pending.  Dr. Gerald Bell is preparing a paper which will help explain some of the genetic issues 
associated with the program.  Applications to each state for “charitable” status with regard to 
donations is underway.  Model recommendations for acceptance and donation criteria are 
being created.  A dispute resolution process is being developed.  Storage facilities are being 
identified. 

 

Dr. Carmen Battaglia reiterated his concerns that approximately sixty low-entry breeds will 
become “extinct” in conformation events.   Fifty percent of AKC breeds are classified as low 
entry now.   Clubs should have received an update from AKC registration regarding their current 
breed statistics.  Dr. Battaglia pointed out that all but three of the newest 28 breeds have 
decreased in numbers registered. 

He took a closer look at his breed, the German Shepherd Dog.  Litter registrations are up 50%, 
but with regard to the number of puppies registered, only 24% are eligible to be shown in 
conformation.   The number of conformation entries for German Shepherd Dogs, as well as the 
remainder of the Herding Group, and for the Stud Book itself continues to decline.   
Membership in the German Shepherd Dog Club has also decreased, from 5000 to fewer than 
3000 members in the past few years.   

Most breeders currently registering dogs are not doing health testing.  Awareness of this 
resource is limited, which is a major problem in improving the health of dogs. 

The number of individual Juniors participating in AKC shows had decreased by over 50% in the 
last 10 years, from 2400 to 1000, although the number of shows has remained fairly constant at 
1400 per year.    



New Business:   There was a limited general discussion of proposed changes in the Dog Show 
Rules which reflect the now rare availability of veterinarian at actual dog show sites 

 

Parent Clubs Committee:   

Chaired by Peter Piusz in the absence of Pat Laurans.    

Beginning in October all Google Groups will be updated with the club and delegate information 
listed with AKC.    

The Doberman Pinscher Club of America is “elevating the professionalism of a controversial 
procedure” by awarding $1000 grants to veterinarians willing to learn how to correctly perform 
the procedure.   A presentation of their program will occur in the Dock and Crop Session later 
today. 

Twenty-eight Parent Clubs do not have Health Statements, arguing that there is no specific 
health testing which they would recommend for their breeds.  185 Parent Clubs do have Health 
Statements.  The Pug Dog Club of America and the Dachshund Club of America, Inc., have 
recently revised their Health Statements.  The Pub Dog Club of America, Inc., the Tibetan 
Terrier Club of America, Inc., and the Bassett Hound Club of America, Inc., have finally 
submitted their Statements, and all have now been approved.   The AKC believes that these 
Health Statements are important in educating the public about each breed.    

Parent Club Health Statements reside in three places on the AKC website:  Bred with Heart, 
Marketplace, and the breed pages.  There has been some problem with the Statements 
appearing the same at each website location, but this is currently being corrected by the AKC IT 
staff. 

Ninety-eight Pet Disaster Trailers have been delivered, with the one hundredth now in 
production.  The Riverside County, CA trailer was recently deployed due to wildfires and 
flooding.   

Mari-Beth O’Neill is currently assisting three Parent Clubs preparing to advance to membership 
status. 

Mari-Beth’s work in the area of veterinary outreach is detailed in the Canine Health Committee 
report above. 

Mari-Beth continues to enlist the help of clubs in order to grow the Juniors Program.  Ninety-six 
Parent Clubs, 37 All Breed Clubs, and four Performance and Companion Clubs now have junior 
coordinators.   A new member of Mari-Beth’s staff now works on promoting the Juniors 
Program to youngsters in a 4-H program and is available for advice at mailto:4H@akc.org   The 
ownership requirement for a Junior to participate has now been eliminated in all AKC events. 
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The Best Practices sub-committee outlines are to be posted on the Delegate Portal as well as 
under Club Development on the AKC website.   The sub-committee is also working on a series 
of webinars which will assist new clubs in becoming member clubs. 

The newly appointed AKC Archivist is Jaima Fritz.  mailto:Jaimi.Fritz@akc.org   She will launch 
the AKC Digital Library in two weeks.  https://library.akc.org/    Material included is a complete 
copy of the AKC Gazette as well as over 100 years of dog show catalogues. 

The Specialty Show Site sub-committee reported that Guy Fisher has revised the post-show 
survey to make it simpler to complete.  Please participate following every national specialty 
show.   Clubs who wish to use the “specialty show site locator” may obtain an access code 
under “Event Plans.” 

The Breeder’s Development sub-committee helped establish the “Eddy Award,” to be awarded 
for the first time at the 2023 AKC Orlando shows.   There will also be a Delegate Forum 
presentation on “Preservation Breeders” at the June 2023 Delegate Meeting.   Katie Campbell, 
Basenji Club of America, Inc., is spear-heading a project in record interview with “iconic” AKC 
breeders, 20-45 minutes long, to be posted on a “lifestream” website.  If you are interested, call 
Katie at 206-914-5798 or contact at mailto:taji@ktcampbell.com 

 

Peter Piusz is assembling a database of club pedigree databases.  He asks that any Parent Club 
using one for a its breed send information to him as to how successful it has been and the 
length of time which it has been used.  mailto:ppiusz@nycap.rr.com 

 

Gina M. Denardo, Executive Secretary of the AKC, is responsible for the roving AKC Meet the 
Breed events.  Successful events have been held this year in Tampa, Florida, and Dallas, Texas, 
with a final event in Columbus, Ohio on October 15.  More than 7000 people have attended 
each event, with more than 75 breeds presented at each.   The September San Diego event had 
to be cancelled on account of a conflict with a marathon being held simultaneously.   The three 

or four locations for the event during 2023 will be announced in November. 

 

Delegate Meeting: 

Chairman Thomas Davies reviewed some of those procedure modifications which had been 
made during the COVID-19 pandemic and which had been made permanent, such as the “1 + 1” 
rule, which permits a breed point to be awarded if one entry of each sex is present for best of 
winners.   He credited this rule as having decreased the absentee rates at shows in the low 
entry breeds.  Specialty clubs can now hold events up to 300 miles from their territories and up 
to four additional specialties per year.  Judges in NOHS competition may now enter dogs in 
regular competition.    
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He also highlighted some of the educational opportunities, which were reviewed in greater 
detail at the Forum by Ashley Jacot, Director of Education.   Breed education for judges 
continues to expand, and the Canine College now offers more than 800 courses and on-line 
examinations.  Dr. Davies stated that this was the “Gilded Age for Education at the AKC.” 

Chief Financial Officer Ted Phillips stated that, for the first 6 months of 2022, dog registrations 
had increased from 389,514 to 426, 452, but litter registrations had decreased from 167,281 to 
164,520 as compared with the first 6 months of 2021.  During the same period, events 
decreased from 12,442 to 9,783 and individual entries from 1,766,017 to 1,424,748.  Operating 
revenue for the first 6 months of 2022 was $54.3 million of which $38.1 million resulted from 
registration and event fees.  Advertising, sponsorship, and royalties yielded $9.4 million, and 
product and service sales $6.4 million.  Operating expenses for the same period were $40.5 
million, with staff expenses being the largest component at $18.4 million.  Total assets are 
$236,036 million with net assets of $114,984 million. 

Voting:   Voting for the Delegate Standing Committees was held. 

A proposal to eliminate term limits for AKC Board members did not pass.  A sequence of 
changes to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows were proposed, primarily clarifying and/or 
updating the role and responsibilities of the dog show veterinarian.  Some passed; some did 
not, but the Dog Show Rules Committee promised to continue working on this issue.   More 
importantly, a proposal which would provide the opportunity of class dogs placing second, 
third, or fourth in the group to be awarded Championship points.   The pointes to be awarded 
would be calculated so that a class dog placing second, third, or fourth in the group competition 
would receive the greatest number of Championship points earned in the breed from the same 
group excluding any breed which received a higher placement in the group at the same event. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen, Delegate 

10/23/2022 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting. Summaries of the minutes for all 
meetings are posted on the AKC website. If you need the full official minutes for a committee 
meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 
you. 

 

 


