
DELEGATE MEETING 

07-08 March 2022 

Newark, New Jersey 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Darin Collins, CEO of the AKC/CHF, reported the research activities of the Foundation for 
the first quarter of 2022.  Year-to-date, more than two million dollars have been awarded for 
twenty-two new research grants.   Three clinician-scientist fellowships have been awarded.   
The current AKC/CHF research portfolio, including the grants awarded thus far in 2022, may be 
accessed at:  https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-research/   Eight current research projects 
are seeking to enroll canine participants.   Owners can find the list of these projects at:  
http://www.akcchf.org/participate 

The Canine Breeder Excellence Seminars began in February and are intended for breeders 
looking for current information on reproductive topics which will support successful breeding 
programs.   Presenters include former or current residents in the Small Animal Theriogenology 
Residency Program.   These seminars are accessible at:  www.caninecollege.akc.org and are 
sponsored by the Canine Health Foundation, the AKC, and the Theriogenology Foundation. 

Dr. Collins thanked the Kennel Club of Philadelphia and the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals 
for their recent generous contributions to the AKC/CHF. 

 

Eddie Dziuk reported that over 3000 new CHIC numbers had been added during the first 
quarter of 2022.   Beginning in December 2021, CHIC numbers have been added to the AKC 
registration numbers in AKC pedigrees.   Older pedigrees are gradually being back filled with 
this information as well. 

 

Keith Frazier gave the Veterinary Outreach report for Mari-Beth O’Neill.    

Included in the theriogenology residency program are opportunities to attend AKC events, and 
engage with breeders, exhibitors and breeder-veterinarians participating in those events.  At 
the AKC National Championship Show in December, four current theriogenology residents 
attended the presentations of Dr. Marty Greer, sponsored by Royal Canin, as well as spending 
time at the AKC/CHF booth where they met breeders, exhibitors, and board members.   They 
also attended the Canines and Cocktails event, where they were able to converse with the 
guests. 
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Dog show tours for veterinary and veterinary technician students as well as agriculture students 
have expanded with considerable success.  Seven Western University College of Veterinary 
Medicine students, who has been previously “prepped” at a “Lunch and Learn” session 
attended the Beverly Hills Kennel Club shows on 5-6 March.   The Linn County Kennel Club 
hosted ten students from Oregon State University February 25-27.   That event included a 
“Meet the AKC” presentation.  Approximately fifteen students from the University of Georgia 
Veterinary College will attend the Lake Lanier dog show cluster on April 2.   Veterinary students 
who attend these events gain a new appreciation for purebred dogs and their breeders.   Many 
are unused to seeing so many healthy dogs, representing breeds that they usually encounter 
because of illness, actively participating in a wide variety of activities. 

The newly named “Meet the AKC” events, previously entitled “Lunch and Learn,” continued 
with 28 sessions, most conducted virtually with Dr. Klein presenting, and attended by a total of 
903 veterinary students.  The number attending each event ranged from 8 to 88.   Each 
attendee receives the AKC Breed Identification Guide as well as either a meal stipend or a gift 
card.   Sessions completed include Colorado State University, 02/08/2022, attended by 40 
students and presented  in person by a current theriogenology resident; Tuskegee, 02/15/2022, 
attended by 38; Virginia/Maryland on 02/16/2022, attended by 44 and again presented in 
person by a current theriogenology resident; Illinois on 02/21/2022 and attended by 12; 
Mississippi State on 02/23/2022 and attended by 120 (!); Western on 02/24/2022 and attended 
by 21; Oregon State on 02/26/22, held at the Linn County Kennel Club show and attended by 
10; Wisconsin on 03/02/2022 and attended by 38.   A presentation at LSU is pending.  Five 
additional sessions are scheduled between 03/14/2022 through 04/04/22 (Lincoln Memorial, 
Purdue, Iowa, Arizona, and Kansas). 

The degree to which dog show tours and “Meet the AKC” events have influenced veterinary 
students and school faculty members to regard purebred dogs and their breeders more 
positively cannot be underestimated.   Mari-Beth O’Neill is to be congratulated for pursuing 
these programs so vigorously. 

$65,000 in scholarships will be award to veterinary students during April and May.  The amount 
has been increased by the AKC from $35,000.   Recipients must have submitted an essay and 
either have competed in AKC events or have participated in veterinary research. 

$22,000 in scholarships for Juniors will be awarded later this month. 

Mari-Beth O’Neill and Dr. Darin Collins met with the interim veterinary school dean at North 
Carolina State for a wide-ranging discussion which included the future of the theriogenology 
residency program at that institution. 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin reported the progress to-date on the AKC Semen Preservation Bank.   
Outside legal consultants are currently preparing the 501(c)3 application for the IRS.  Evaluation 
of the various storage options is underway, and those documents which the storage facilities 
will need are being written.   Database and website development are underway.   It is hoped 
that work will have advanced sufficiently that submissions can be accepted by this summer.  



The focus has been how to get semen specimens into the bank ASAP for “threatened” breeds.  
The scope of the bank will be international. 

At present Dr. Garvin would request that Parent Clubs work on the following: 

a) Designate a point person or committee chair as responsible for communication 
concerning the semen bank with the AKC, 

b) Develop the criteria for selection of semen donors, 
c) Decide what data, including photographs, regarding the sire are to be submitted 

with the semen, 
d) Develop criteria for accessing the banked semen, both for the bitch who will receive 

it and the breeder requesting it, 
e) Develop a mechanism for dispute resolution. 

 

Mark Dunn stated that no changes had been made to the AKC Marketplace since the December 
meeting.   In response to the concerns expressed by committee member Margaret Pough that 
some breeders were “checking” the health testing box without actually having completed the 
CHIC requirements specified by the Parent Club, Mark stated that the checkbox would be 
eliminated in the near future.    This should encourage breeders to enroll in the Breeder of 
Merit or Bred-by-Heart Programs. 

 

Peter Piusz stated that the health requirements were in the process of being updated by four 
breeds: Great Pyrenees, Manchester Terriers, Collies, and Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka. 

 

Eddie Dziuk updated the committee on BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive Airways Syndrome).  
He noted that in Norway, the judgement in a court lawsuit prohibited the breeding of bulldogs 
and Cavalier King Charles Spaniels.   The World Small Animal Veterinary Association and others 
are appealing this judgement. 

He noted that the OFA was currently in the process of re-developing a clinical test for the 
grading of the severity of upper airways obstruction which had originated in work by the 
(British) Kennel Club and the University of Cambridge and which is now being exported to 
Europe.   The OFA has been licensed to administer this test in the U.S., but given the differences 
in topography and weather conditions, a test which can be adjusted for these factors is needed.   
During January, pilot tests were conducted at Purina Farms with the evaluators including 
surgeons specializing in the treatment of this disorder from the University of Florida, Dr. 
Kathleen Ham, and Texas A & M, Dr. Kelley Thieman.   Three Bulldogs, five French Bulldogs, and 
five Pugs were evaluated.   The test includes a respiratory examination, clinical auscultation of 
the upper airways and chest, and a 3-minute brisk walk, with a repeat, post-exercise, 
auscultation.   The grading range is from 0 (unaffected) to 3 (severe). 

 



Dr. Carmen Battaglia updated the committee on his continuing research into the fate of low 
entry breeds in conformation events.    

During 2019 there were 1434 AKC all breed shows with a total entry of more than 85,000 dogs.  
Dr. Battaglia calculated the lowest and highest entries in these shows according to the ten 
lowest and the ten highest breeds in terms of registration frequency.   The ten breeds with the 
highest registration numbers were present for 98.6-99.9% of the all-breed shows.   The lowest 
ten breeds were present for only 0.6-5.7% of events.  With regard to the FSS breeds, only three 
of the 28 breeds admitted to the FSS by the AKC are still active. 

 

New Business 

Dr. Christensen brought forward a suggestion made by a board member at the AKC/CHF Board 
Meeting—namely, that there be created a central registry for health testing clinics held at AKC 
events.   The current difficulty of obtaining these tests, especially eye and cardiac examinations, 
was discussed.   Eddie Dziuk pointed out that the OFA website does contain such a list but 
those events which include the opportunity for health testing must be reported by the dog club 
to the OFA for listing.   It was suggested that this information might be submitted to the AKC as 
a part of the show application and that the AKC could then maintain a list of these clinics.   
However, there seemed to be little enthusiasm for this approach. 

 

Parent Clubs Committee:   

 

Peter Piusz stated that the Google Groups lists (Parent Club List and Parent Club Delegates List) 
are being sent to Parent Club President’s, Secretaries and Delegates.   If anyone is not receiving 
them, please contact Peter to make sure you email is correct. 

He stated that the “Dock and Crop” meeting would be held later today with a presentation 
from the Rhodesian Ridgeback club on training veterinary students to crop ears.   He also 
pointed out that two publications on the subject, expressing the opinion of AKC on these 
procedures, were available on AKC Government Relations.   
https://cqrcengage.com/akc/file/8GPbH1JJoHW/Truth%20About%20Canine%20Ear%20Croppin
g,%20Tail%20Docking,%20Dewclaw%20Removal,%20and%20%E2%80%98Debarking%E2%80%9
9_FINAL.pdf     This is a longer “issue analysis:”  
https://cqrcengage.com/akc/file/Tj9xvscZnwy/Dispelling%20the%20Myths%20of%20Cropped%
20Ears,%20Docked%20Tails,%20Dewclaws,%20and%20%E2%80%9CDebarking%E2%80%9D_Iss
ue%20Analysis.pdf 

Sheila Goffe, AKC Government Relations, reviewed the recent decision by the Norwegian 
Supreme Court which prohibited the breeding of Bulldogs and Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, as 
doing so would violate the Norwegian 2021 Animal Welfare Act in that breeding “would change 
or pass on factors which would negatively influence physical or mental functions in a negative 
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way.”   That law was based on 2020 European Union laws specifying what dogs could be bred 
and the health requirements for breeding.   The Norwegian act had “general applicability,” 
versus the federal U.S. regulations which apply to “commercial” transactions involving dogs, 
meaning the “transferring of dogs.”    The decision was the result of a lawsuit by animal rights 
groups against the Norwegian Kennel Club, the Bulldog Club, and six well known breeders.   It 
was decided by a panel of three judges and is “binding” for Norwegians.   The Norwegian 
Kennel Club Is appealing the decision. 

Although the U.S. federal Animal Welfare Act and the Puppy Protection Act, as proposed, share 
some similar problematic issues with the 2021 Norwegian Animal Act in the requirement for 
specific health tests and assurances, as noted above, these apply only to breeders who meet 
the USDA definition of “commercial” breeders.   Sheila feels that similar legislation has begun to 
appear in U.S. state legislatures, where, like the Norwegian law, it has “general applicability.” 

In terms of what is to be done by hobby breeders and members of the purebred dog fancy, 
Sheila raised questions concerning what the European hobbyists may not have done:  1) did 
they educate the importance of the breed standard and breeding to this standard; 2) did the 
dog show judges award “extremes?”; 3) does the puppy-purchasing public still attach more 
importance to  “cuteness” than to the ability of a dog to function appropriately and maintain 
good health.   In her opinion, what needs to be done is to press forward with the education of 
breeders, and, more importantly, puppy buyers in order to create a demand for healthy dogs. 

Some related and equally concerning legislation is arising at the state level.   This would 
mandate, rather than recommend, specific health tests which must be normal for breeding to 
occur.   This eliminates the possibility of successive breeding for the gradual elimination of 
adverse traits, unnecessarily limiting the gene pool in the affected breed. 

 

Peter Piusz stated that virtually all Parent Club health statements were now correct and 
recommended that clubs re-examine their health statements to make sure that they had 
remained applicable.    Updates had recently been submitted for the Collies, the Manchester 
Terrier, and the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka.    

Keith Frazier reported that a new computer program was being installed which would ensure 
that Parent Club health statements would be the same wherever they appeared on the AKC 
website.  This will eliminate some previously reported problems with different statements on 
the AKC Marketplace than appeared on the breed pages. 

Mark Dunn requested that breed health statements should include simple, clear, and 
significant recommendations, leaving out optional recommendations, which are apt to confuse 
new prospective puppy buyers.   He said that the AKC would use these recommendations as 
requirements for participation in programs such as Breeder of Merit and Bred with Heart. 

 

Mari-Beth O’Neill reminded Parent Clubs that each should have a Juniors Coordinator and that 
the name of this person should be submitted to the AKC along with the list of officers.   Thus 



far, 45 clubs have complied.   March 4 was the deadline for applying for Juniors’ scholarships.  
$10,000 is awarded to seniors in high school who have been accepted to college or who are in 
college and who are active in AKC companion sports, and $10,000 to students who are active in 
performance events.  Fifty-five percent of clubs have opted-out of allowing juniors to show 
mixed-breed “Canine Partners.”   The AKC Board is poised to eliminate the current ownership 
requirement for participation in Juniors, which requires burdensome transfer of ownership for 
“borrowed” purebred dogs. 

 

Helen Prince asked Parent Clubs to remember to complete the Show Site Report following their 
specialties in order to keep this resource current for other clubs who are planning a specialty. 

 

Don James reported that the Parent Clubs Best Practices subcommittee had completed 10/11 
of the major topics which they had decided to cover, and he expects that the subcommittee 
report will be available in approximately 6 weeks. 

 

Helen Prince reported that the Parent Clubs Breeder Development subcommittee had held 22 
virtual meetings since last December.   A proposed “Eddy Award” will recognize clubs with 
unique or interesting breeder education programs.   One will be awarded for small clubs; one 
for large clubs.  The survey of breeders closed on March first with 145 Parent Clubs responding.  
Peter Piusz will be sending out a summary report to clubs a few weeks.  A presentation at the 
AKC Delegate Forum at the June 2023 meeting has been scheduled. 

Helen Prince also announced that the AKC Museum and Library had hired a new archivist, 
Jaimie Fritz, who has worked on the archives of such major institutions as Harvard and MIT.   
She can be reached at telephone number 212-969-8216 or at mailto:Jaimie.Fritz@akc.org or at 
mailto:library@akc.org 

 

Peter Piusz reported that the Parent Clubs Membership Growth subcommittee had received 
120 completed surveys.  Only one-fifth of clubs expressed interest in attracting new members 
and only one-tenth had a mentoring program for new members.  A summary report will be 
given at the June AKC Delegate Meeting. 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin reported on the AKC Purebred Semen Preservation Bank.   [See my report on 
the Canine Health Committee.] 
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Delegate Meeting 

 

Both the Chairman’s Report, by Dr. Thomas Davies, and the President’s Report, by Dennis 
Sprung, consisted of encomiums to the late Ronald H. Menaker, long term CEO of the AKC, who 
was responsible for establishing the AKC Championship in Orlando during December, and the 
relocation of the Museum of the Dog to New York among many other accomplishments. 

For the first time that I can remember, there were no nominations by petition for the three 
open AKC Board positions, and the three incumbents nominated by the nominating committee 
were re-elected:   Christopher L. Sweetwood, Trap Falls Kennel Club, Inc. (Texas); Harold “Red” 
Tatro III, Fort Worth Kennel Club, Inc.; and Ann Wallin, Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.    

An amendment to the Delegate Standing Rule on Committees, which added “Scent Work” to 
the name and charge of the Herding, Earthdog and Coursing Events Committee, was approved. 

 

CFO Theodore Phillips gave the Financial Report, which consisted of the financial report for the 
year 2021 as compared with the year 2020. 

Litter registrations were 325,390, up from 288,527.  Dog registrations were 801,985, up from 
704,883.  Events increased from 12,416 to 22,411 with an increase of entries from 1,849,854 to 
3,202,082. 

Operating revenue for the year 2021 was $105 million, of which $74.7 million was from 
registration and event fees, $16.5 million was from advertising, sponsorships, and royalties, and 
$12.8 million was from product and service sales. 

Overall financial position as of 12/31/2021 was total assets $198.804 million, total liabilities of 
$78.437 million, and net assets of $120.368 million. 

 

Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

29 May 2022 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 



 

 


