
 

DELEGATE MEETING 

June 13-14, 2022 

Newark, New Jersey 

 

Canine Health Committee: 

 

Dr. Jennifer MacLeay, Chief Scientific Officer of the AKC/CHF, reported the research activities 
of the Foundation for the 2022 year to-date.   More than two million dollars have been 
awarded for twenty-seven new research grants, and 11 peer-reviewed articles from previous 
research grants have been published.   The current AKC/CHF research portfolio, including the 
grants awarded thus far in 2022, may be accessed at:  https://www.akcchf.org/research/our-
research/ .  Current research projects seeking to enroll canine participants are listed at:  
http://www.akcchf.org/participate 

Those clubs interested in developing a Memorandum of Understanding by which the AKC/CHF 
will assist in identifying appropriate researchers who might investigate a problem of particular 
interest to the club or those clubs wishing to donate to a particular area of research are urged 
to contact Dr. MacLeay at Jennifer.MacLeay@akcchf.org or Bradford Brady at 
Bradford.Brady@akcchf.org .   The advantages of using the AKC/CHF as a broker for club 
investments in research include evaluation of the quality of the proposed study by the Scientific 
Review Committee of the Canine Health Foundation and periodic follow-up by Foundation staff 
to insure timely completion and appropriate publication of the results of the study.    

 

Susan Hamil introduced the subject of health concerns arising from the purveyors of multiplex 
genetic testing.   Their reports are often poorly reported and unaccompanied by counselling 
regarding the clinical relevance of results.   This leads to confusion among dog breeders as to 
whether the reported “positive” is a genetic marker of the potential for clinical disease or 
simply the presence of a gene which may, in fact, not be expressed in the particular breed 
tested.   This confusion has been compounded by the lack of ready access to genetic 
counselling.   North Carolina State Veterinary School no longer offers this service, and the 
project “Harmonization of Genetic Testing for Dogs,” which was to have been a vehicle to 
improve the standardization and access to robust genetic testing for dogs, as developed by the 
International Partnership for Dogs, appears to have foundered. 

A robust discussion by committee members and guests, with Dr. MacLeay in attendance, led to 
the forceful expression of the need for leadership in this area by the Canine Health Committee 
and the AKC Canine Health Foundation.   Among the suggestions offered were:  

1) Improvement of the Health Survey offered by the OFA to make it more specific to 
the needs of each breed and more useful as an epidemiological tool, 
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2) Greater educational support for breeders and breed clubs, particularly their health 
committees, which seemed overly responsive to the particular concerns of their 
members, 

3) Need for the AKC and or the AKC/CHF to become much more involved in the area of 
genetic testing.  It was pointed out that the Review of the Current States of Genetic 
Testing – a Living Document” by Liza Gershon, DVM and Anita Oberbauer, PhD, both 
of the University of California, Davis, and Leigh Anne Clark, PhD, of Clemson 
University, is now “living” only in a remote corner of the AKC/CHF website, under 
“Educational Resources,” then “Genetic Consultation,” which, as noted, is no longer 
available.   https://www.akcchf.org/educational-
resources/library/articles/CANINE_GENETIC_TESTING_07-28-2020_FINAL_with-
links.pdf   It was posted there on 06/15/2020 without any subsequent additions. 

 

Susan Hamil gave the OFA report for Eddie Dziuk. 

Over 6000 new CHIC numbers have been issued this year with a total of 163,785 as of 
06/03/2022.  No new CHIC breeds have been added.  There are 32,083 DNA samples in the OFA 
DNA Bank, which included 211 breeds.  Over 600 new DNA samples have been received this 
year.  This material has been used at Clemson University to discover the genetic basis of the 
condition of mega-esophagus in Great Danes and German Shepherd Dogs with the resulting 
development of a new DNA test for the condition in German Sheperd Dogs.  

The implementation of the AKC’s new program to import CHIC numbers for attachment to 
registration numbers is complete.  Newly issued CHIC numbers are reported to the AKC 
monthly. 

Eddie Dziuk presented: “Utilizing Genetic Tests and Health Screenings as Tools to Breed and 
Promote Healthier Dogs” to the Therio Club at the University of Florida in April 2022.  An 
engaged group of students as well as their faculty advisor Dr. Kelleman, DACT, and Dr. Mary 
McDaniel, one of our committee members.    The students will be invited to attend the 
upcoming July shows at the Equestrian Center in Ocala, Florida. 

 

Susan Hamil gave Mari-Beth O’Neill’s report of veterinary outreach activities. 

Fourteen “Meet the AKC” programs have been conducted so far this year.   Oregon veterinary 
students attended the Linn County Kennel Club for a presentation and tour.  Theriogenology 
resident Dr. Alex Horner presented to Colorado State University veterinary students.  Dr. Nicole 
Sugai presented to the students at Virginia/Maryland, and Dr. Deb Mauterer presented at LSU; 
all other presentations were given virtually by Dr. Klein, AKC Chief Veterinary Officer. 

AKC staff has worked with local kennel clubs to coordinate dog show tours for veterinary 
students.  Four students from the University of Georgia attended the Sawnee Mountain Kennel 
Club of Georgia show in April 12; 12 veterinary students attended the Grand Rapids Kennel Club 
show on May 28; 5 students attended the Baton Rouge Kennel Club show on June 3-5. 
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Mari-Beth O’Neill and Dr. Darin Collins met with the interim veterinary school dean at North 
Carolina State for a second meeting on matters of mutual interest including the future of the 
theriogenology residency program at that institution. 

A new program at Tufts will pair students with breeders and will extend from health testing of 
the dogs to be bred through whelping and will incorporate breeders’ courses in the AKC Canine 
College as well as a dog show tour. 

A total of $72,000 in veterinary scholarships has been awarded, of which $7000 was donated by 
the Windham County Kennel Club and the Springfield Kennel Clubs.  Criteria for the awards 
include participation in AKC events, other involvement with purebred dogs, or research.  
Individual amounts awarded ranged from $2000 to $10,000. 

Two new theriogenology residents have been matched and will begin on 01 July; one at Ohio 
State and one at Auburn. 

 

Dr. Charles Garvin reviewed the status of the proposed AKC Preservation Bank.  For the past 
eleven months, attorneys have been preparing incorporation documents which should allow 
the IRS to bestow non-for-profit status.   Until the organization has an official existence, Dr. 
Garvin suggests that individual parent clubs work on the following: 

1) Contact Dr. Garvin, if the club has not done so, to indicate an interest in being 
involved. 

2) Decide what would work best as a decision-making body.  Should it be the club 
board, the club health committee, or a newly formed committee?  A format for 
dispute resolution is currently being prepared by the AKC, which will give guidance 
to the clubs in handling disputes. 

3) Designate a specific representative.  This individual will be responsible for signing 
the registration forms on behalf of the club should a litter be produced from semen 
in the bank.   He or she will also be responsible for all communications with the 
preservation facility. 

4) Discuss recommendations for acceptance of semen and for distribution of semen.   
5) What are the breed-specific issues or health problems which need to be addressed 

and for conformation attributes which need to be emphasized?   (These can be 
changed in the future.) 

6) What is the relevant information which should be posted on the club website in 
reference to the specimens submitted—pedigrees, photographs, videos? 
 

For insurance/liability issues, Dr. Garvin states that preservation facilities will need to have 
practices and procedures which minimize risk.   Donation and distribution forms need to state 
that there are no guarantees with respect to the success of a breeding or the production of 
puppies. 
 
 



 

Susan Hamil gave an update from Eddie Dziuk and the development of a physical test for the 
severity of BOAS (Brachycephalic Obstructive Airways Syndrome).  As reported previously, the 
OFA, which has licensed the general outline of the test from the University of Cambridge, 
conducted a pilot test at Purina Farms during January with the evaluators including surgeons 
specializing in the treatment of this disorder from the University of Florida, Dr. Kathleen Ham, 
and Texas A & M, Dr. Kelley Thieman.   Three Bulldogs, five French Bulldogs, and five Pugs were 
evaluated.   The test includes a respiratory examination, clinical auscultation of the upper 
airways and chest, and a 3-minute brisk walk, with a repeat, post-exercise, auscultation.   The 
grading range is from 0 (unaffected) to 3 (severe). 

A second pilot test was performed at Purina Farms in May with 15 dogs, including 6 French 
Bulldogs, 3 Pugs, 5 Bulldogs, and one Old English Bulldog.  A third evaluator, Dr. Elizabeth 
Rozanski, also a veterinary surgeon, joined Drs. Ham and Theiman, who were the evaluators in 
the first study.  These three veterinary surgeons continue to work closely with the Dr. Jane 
Ladlow and her research team at Cambridge in refining and standardizing the exam protocol.  A 
fourth examiner is being identified in order to have wider geographic representation.   It is 
hoped that this test can be implemented by the end of this year. 

 

 

Parent Clubs Committee: 

Unfortunately, as happens one out of eight meetings, this was scheduled simultaneously with 

the Canine Health Committee, of which I am secretary, so I could not attend. 

 

Delegates Meeting: 

 

The Forum featured a presentation by Sheila Goff, AKC V.P. of Government Relations, who 
spoke on anti-breeder legislation as an existential threat to our hobby and our sport.   

The AKC contracts with lobbyists in 16 states as well as federally to help influence pending 
legislation.  Over 2000 bills at all levels have been tracked this year as well as more that 575 
changes in administrative regulations.  Government relations staff have provided oral and/or 
written testimony on 150 occasions and written over 38 policy blogs.  However, for long-term 
success there must be engagement by club members in the political process.  The goal should 
be to demonstrate that AKC and breeders offer true expert resources and provide initiatives 
and resources which provide real and innovative solutions to perceived problems. 

Contributions to the AKC PAC are critical in keeping friendly representative and officials in office 
and maintaining access to them.   As non-for-profit entities, clubs may not directly contribute to 
political campaigns, but individual members, by pooling their contributions via the AKC PAC 
can.   Contributing to the AKC PAC is the easiest and most effective way to have influence.  



 

Support of friendly lawmakers is non-partisan, and 100% of contributions go toward supporting 
positive canine policy goals.  The PAC supports lawmakers who support us.   The success rate in 
positively influencing legislation is 85%.  (I have made a recurring contribution to the AKC PAC 
for several years and encourage all club members to do so.) 

To stay up to date on legislative and regulatory issues, club members are urged to regularly visit 
the new AKC Legislative Action Center at http://www.akcgr.org 

Sheila summarized the main legislative and regulatory issues to watch: 

Breeding licensing and regulations are being promulgated in more than 50 bills.  
Government Relations is working on an analysis of this legislation in every state, which 
will be made available later this summer. 

Training licensing requirements would make dog trainers susceptible to all regulations 
pertaining to boarding kennels according to CA Assembly Bill 1901, which is still in play.  
Anyone offering dog-training must inform their clients of his/her qualifications to do so. 

More than 32 bills this year attempt to regulate the conditions under which dogs may 
be outdoors.   Most ignore that, with regard to safe temperatures, one rule does not fit 
all breeds. 

The legal status of animals as property continues to be attacked, most recently in CA 
Assembly Bill 1881, promoted as the Dog and Cat Bill of Rights, including the “right” to 
be spayed or neutered.  The problem that this type of bill always raises is that, without 
ownership, who becomes responsible for the animal’s care.   Fortunately, this particular 
bill has now been amended so that the term “rights” has been removed from the bill, 
which now outlines the recommended care which shelters must offer those adopting 
animals.   (I note that an appeals court in New York State has over-ruled a lower court 
ruling that an elephant in the Brooklyn Zoo had the status and rights of and was, in fact, 
a “person.”) 

Due process issues have arisen when dogs are seized or forfeited to a shelter during 
legal proceedings relative to care and conditions issues, and the owners becomes 
responsible for often excessive boarding charges during the often-prolonged legal 
challenge.   Dog owners should be presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

On the positive side, there seems to be a trend toward reversal of previous breed-
specific legislation.   This was not true in an animal rights-sponsored national breeding 
ban in Norway which requires that breeding always “encourage good health and 
function.”  The question, of course, is who develops the criteria.  At present King Charles 
Cavalier Spaniels and Bull Dogs may no longer be bred in Norway due to their perceived 
susceptibility to Brachycephalic Obstructive Airways Syndrome.  Similar legislation is 
being promoted in the U.S.   It may be time to consider how or whether our current 
breed standards protect the health and welfare of out dogs. 

Sheila also commented on proactive positions which the AKC is taking relative to current 
canine-related issues: 
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The AKC is an active participant in the American Service Dog Access Coalition, which has 
developed the requirement for a Service Dog Pass.  This is now in beta-testing with the 
airlines and has received preliminary approval from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.  Once adopted, this should streamline airline access for service dogs. 

The AKC Detection Dog Task Force is working to address the critical shortage of 
explosive detection dogs, which threatens both public safety and national security.   The 
Task Force will next be meeting in Durham, NC in April.  The related Patriotic Puppy 
Program and online course helps breeders raise puppies well suited for detection dog 
work. 

 

The Chairman’s Report by Dr. Thomas M. Davies emphasized recovery from the Pandemic, as 
exemplified by increases of 25% in AKC events and 52% in entries during the first quarter of 
2022 as compared with 2021.  There have been 71,000 AKC events so far this year.  107 clubs 
have been holding events since 1922 and are now recognized as “Centennial Clubs.”   He 
pointed out that the AKC now offers mentoring for new clubs wishing to become “licensed,” 
and the requirement to hold “A” and “B” matches has now been eliminated. 

 

The President’s Report by Dennis Sprung was also generally positive.  2022 has been the 8th 
continuous year for increasing litter registrations, with dog registrations slightly lower.  There 
are currently 4996 active clubs, and the number continues to increase.  However, supply chain 
issues have resulted in increased costs to the AKC, even applying to the paper purchased for 
certificates.  Staff medical care costs have increased 11% and judges’ liability insurance 20%. 

Mr. Sprung introduce Kassi McCombe, who holds a master’s degree in epidemiology and who 
has considerable experience in clinical trials and biostatistics.  Her job is to analyze and monitor 
data from the individual business units.   Her research has discovered that the average dog 
breeder is a white female in her 50’s, but that the group of younger breeders is more diverse.   
She believes that current “action items” should include increasing the growth and retention of 
younger breeders, increasing the value for dog owners of registering their second pet dog, and 
increasing support for new puppy owners. 

Mr. Sprung introduced the “dynamic duo” of Glen Lycan and Guy Fisher from the AKC Club 
Development Department.  Created in 2017, the Department’s goal is to help clubs to hold 
successful event.   That department contacts every show chair including the 25 who are new at 
the job so far this year.  They are currently developing “canine extravagances” in which six AKC 
sports are offered at a single site on a single day.  To get to this point, clubs are encouraged to 
begin adding new sports, one at a time.  “Spectators love it!” 

Monthly email blasts to 350,000-400,000 people are sent out advertising AKC events near 
them. 

Clubs are encouraged to hold “meet and greet” sessions at each event with the goal of enrolling 
two new members in each club for every event.  (Sounds optimistic to me.) 



 

“AKC Pupdate is a free, weekly email newsletter with personalized content based on your 
puppy’s breed and age.  This newsletter is for all puppies, including mixed breed dogs and dogs 
not registered with the AKC.”   Subscription sign-up is on the AKC website.  Fifty Parent Clubs 
have signed-up to include promotions for membership and events relative to their clubs.   

Club Development now has a social media page with over 3600 members.  The goal is to make 
social media positive relative to canine issues. 

A Centennial Club Program now officially recognizes AKC Member Clubs 100 years or more old.  
As noted above, this program now includes 107 clubs. 

For more information on any of these programs, contact mailto:clubdevelopment@akc.org 

 

Financial Report by Ted Phillips:   

During the first quarter of this year, as compared with the first quarter of 2021, litter 
registrations are 84,231, up from 82,026; and dog registrations are 208,092, down from 
226,556.    

During the first quarter of this year, as compared with the first quarter of 2021, the number of 
AKC events has increased by 25% to 4,656, and the number of entries has increased by 52% to 
756,691. 

First quarter operating revenues are $26.9 million, of which $19.2 million is from registration 
and events, $4.3 million from sponsorships and royalties, and $3.3 million from product and 
service sales.  First quarter operating expenses are 18.9 million of which $8.8 million are staff 
expenses, $3.5 million professional fees, $2.6 million insurance, rent and depreciation, $2.5 
million fulfillment, and $1.2 million in donations, primarily to AKC Canine Health Foundation. 

As of 03/31/2022, total assets were $246,416 million, with liabilities of $124,144 million, 
resulting in net assets of $122,272 million. 

 

Voting by the Delegates: 

An amendment to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows passed.  This clarified the process and 
timing for transferring dogs between classes in the Puppy, 12-18 Month, and Bred-by-Exhibitor 
Classes.   Dogs with unconfirmed championships must be moved-up to Best of Breed or Variety 
at least one-half hour prior to the scheduled conformation judging at the show, or, if there are 
multiple days of judging, at least one-half hour prior to the start of judging on the first day of 
the show. 

Three amendments to the AKC Bylaws and six amendments to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows 
were read at the meeting, to be voted on after two readings.   Interestingly, one of the Bylaws 
amendments would eliminate the two consecutive term limits for Board of Director members. 
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Submitted by William I. Christensen 

AKC Delegate 

July 10, 2022 

 

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conducted by the various 

delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all 

meetings are posted on the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee 

meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and forward them to 

you. 

 

 

 


