
LYMPHANGIECTASIA 
Reported by Darlene Evans 

 
What is Lymphangiectasia - is a pathologic dilation of lymph vessels. When it occurs in 
the intestines of dogs, and more rarely humans, it causes a disease known as "intestinal 
lymphangiectasia." This disease is characterized by lymphatic vessel dilation, chronic 
diarrhea and loss of proteins such as serum albumin and globulin. It is considered to be 
a chronic form of protein-losing enteropathy. 

Breeds commonly affected by lymphangiectasia and/or protein-losing enteropathy 
include the Papillon, Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier, Norwegian Lundehund, Basenji, and 
Yorkshire Terrier. 

Parson Brown, who always gobbled his food, starting leaving some kibble in his food 
dish.  Went to a vet (which is a 3 hour round trip) on a Tuesday who did an exam and 
did not find anything wrong with Parson. On Saturday I took him to a local vet and 
asked for blood work to be done as he was still off again/on again with his food and 
diarrhea had begun.  That vet ran the blood work but once again did not see anything 
physically wrong with Parson.  On Sun I had to go to a club’s trailer and when I arrived 
about 2 hours later, Parson had thrown up in his crate (never- never had he done that).  
Another hour later I was at Sue’s and she requested to take a look at Parson.  Now 
when Parson came out of the crate he looked like a pot-belly pig.  His stomach was 
distended and looked like he had a dozen puppies in him.   I stopped at an emergency 
vet on the way home and at 2 pm in the afternoon I thought I would never see Parson 
alive again. 

First thoughts were congestive heart issues.   They pulled more blood work and thank 
goodness this emergency vet has one of the country’s top internist.  The diagnosis was 
lymphangiectasia and I was told that Parson had 3-6 months to live. 

Since then, I have contacted Soft Coated Wheaten Health and they have been working 
with a genetic expert (Meryl Littman, University of Penn.) for several years and in mid- 
May, a marker was discovered.  The form of this disease that they see is slightly 
different and manageable.  Petie (Teresa Schreeder) and Thalia Rott has also 
contacted her and we are trying to give them any information that we can.  Stormy 
(Thalia Rott’s Aussie) was diagnosed with this when he was a little over 7 years.  
Stormy is the sire of Parson Brown who was also diagnosed with this at a little over 7 
years of age.  When Stormy was diagnosed the thought was that it could be passed on 
or not.  Since then we now know the difference.  In Parson’s litter of 5, Parson is the 
only one.  His littermate owners have been contacted. 
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 Data on Parson: 

March 4 weight 24 pounds, backbone was visible – turns out about 5 
pounds of fluid.  ALB  1.2.   ALB should be above 3.   

March 5 weight 22 pounds.  ALB 0.8 

March 7 weight 19.6 pounds – most of the fluids were removed.  Normal 
weight for Parson is about 23 pounds.   ALB 1.5 . He was released 
from the vet hospital 

March 20 weight starting to come back up.  20.56 pounds.  ALB 2.8 

April 9 weight still climbing up to 21.2 pounds.  ALB 3.2 

Course of Treatment – he was on – 10mg predizone, flagel, 4 egg whites and low fat 
dry food (absolutely nothing else, not even a nylabone). As his 
weight increased and the ALB increased, the pred was reduced.  
As of 8/1, pred has totally been discontinued.  The egg whites were 
discontinued in June.  His weight still continues to increase and he 
is now at 23.4 pounds.   In mid-August more blood work will be 
done to determine if we can continue without  pred.   There is no 
cure.  He is a little heavy now but the vet wants to keep him a little 
heavy. 

 

 

 


