
2012 - Issue 4

THE TALKABOUT
the official publication of the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc



Front Cover: 
Ch Blue Moon Foolish Pleasure      

                       

 from

Jeanne Popovits and the Aussies at Blue Moon

Season’s Greetings
 from

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings

Jeanne Popovits and the Aussies at Blue MoonJeanne Popovits and the Aussies at Blue Moon



What’s Inside  - Features

26
                              

34

48

52

62

By Jonathan Jeffrey Kimes

By Carmen Battaglia PhD.

Written & Prepared by JP Yousha

Ki
m

 F
lo

yd
©

Early Neurologic 
Stimulation

Foundations of a 
Successful Dog Breeder

Leading Horses To Water
By Gay Dunlap

Practical Genetics for  
Dog Breeders

Alternative Therapies
By Marty Greer D.V.M.



OFFICERS 
President -Alexa Samarotto - NY  

Vice-Pres. - Kim Occhiuti - MA
Rec. Sec. - Marilyn Harban - TN
Cor. Sec. - Mike Palazzo -  MD 

Treasurer - Kreg Hill - CA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2011-2012
Kathleen Huebing - WI
Jeanne Popovits - AZ

Ann Roache - CO
Carol Sazama -  CO

2012-2013
Eva Campbell - WY

Grace Cartwright - VA
Thalia Rott - CA

Teresa Schreeder - CA

AKC Delegate
Bill Christensen

ATCA WEBSITE
www.australianterrier.org

ATCA RESCUE WEBSITE
www.autralianterrierrescue.org

 
The Talkabout is published  

4 times per year.
 

Deadlines for Articles
Issue 1 - Feb 1
Issue 2 - May 1
Issue 3 - Aug 1
Issue 4 - Nov 1

 
Yearly Subscription Rates

$25 for USA
$30 for all International

Editor - Julie Seaton
atcanews@temora.net

Julie Seaton©

FRONT COVER PHOTO BY: Julie Seaton
INSIDE FRONT COVER PHOTO BY: Julie Seaton
INSIDE BACK COVER BY: Anette Andersson
BACK COVER PHOTO BY: Anne Moilanen

 What’s Inside

Letters to the Editor ..........  5
President’s Message .......... 6 
Corresponding & Recording Secretary Report .......... 8
Health Updates .........  9
AKC Communications ..........  11 
ROM Updates ......... 12
What Makes A Good Breeder ..........  14 
The Importance of a Breed Standard ......... 15
Terrier Traits .......... 16
About The Breeder ......... 18
 - A Talkabout Interview
How Much is that Puppy? ......... 19
The Genetic X Factor ......... 20
Defining Ethics, Morals & Values ........ 21
Building Winning Pedigrees ......... 23 
What Your Dog Says About You ......... 24
Blast from the Past .......... 29
Steps to Artificial Insemination ......... 30
The Gazette Column .......... 32 
- Grace Cartwright
The Judge’s Corner .......... 38 
 - Judge Kathleen Ferris 
The Other Ring .......... 40
 - Leslie Hoy
Puppy Temperament Testing .......... 41 
Preferred Breed Type  .......... 42
Brags.......... 44 
Pedigrees, Standards & Champions .......... 45
The Social System .......... 46 
Sunlight = Reproductive Health .......... 50 
Small Population Breeds 
and Issues of Genetic Diversity .......... 58
Across The Pond .......... 60
- Brenda Brown 
Pick The Right Puppy .......... 66 
Montgomery Weekend! .......... 68 
Meet The Breed ..........69
New Orleans, Land of Dreams .......... 70 
Dog Show Judges have Opinions .......... 71
Breeders  .......... 72 
A Talkabout Interview
Code of Ethics .......... 73 
Australian Terrier Rescue .......... 74 
New Titles .......... 76 
Top Dogs .......... 77

 The Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. publication “The Talkabout”  
is authorized to carry official notices, reports and commentary

issued under the auspices of the ATCA, Inc.,  otherwise, no responsibility is assumed for the  
content and/or statements contained herein. The editor reserves the right of discretionary edit-

ing. Unofficial material published in this newsletter does not thereby carry the
endorsement or approval or become the responsibility of the editor or the club.

 
This publication and its contents are the property of the Australian Terrier Cub of America, Inc., 

and no part of it may be reproduced without the written permission 
of the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.

www.australianterrier.org
http://www.autralianterrierrescue.org
mailto:atcanews%40temora.net?subject=atcanews%40temora.net


etters

We are new to Aussies, but have admired the breed for years. Wanting 
to learn more, we’ve read a lot, talked to breeders and other Aussie 
owners, and recently subscribed to The Talkabout. You do a great job 
with that - it is so informative, especially for us.
 - Joseph Burkart & Susan Burkart

THANK YOU for this email edition of The Talkabout! . As an Aussie 
judge, I so appreciate a parent club publication. I especially enjoy the 
historical articles.
 - Lorraine Bisso 

As always, the ATCA Newsletter is awesome!!!!
 - Thalia

Just wanted to say how much I enjoyed the “It’s All in the Genes!” 
article in the current Talkabout.
 - Lisa Weaver

Bravo, Julie!!!    Again you have outdone yourself.  And the Letters to 
the Editor were delightful.
 - Carol Sazama

ToThe
Editor

L
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Note From the Editor:

Dear Readers,

I wanted to take some space to express to all of you how much I 
appreciate the feedback I have received since becoming your 
Editor.

I love to read the feedback. You can never take offense to constructive 
criticism! Your input gives me insight as to how to make it a publica-
tion that is well-rounded, not only for pet owners, but for breeders and 
judges as well.

Hopefully, I will continue to that, but if not, let me know!

However, I am not alone when putting the publication together. My 
good friend and professional proofreader, Leslie Hoy, has much to do 
with the presentation and professionalism of this whole  
endeavor. She once was part of a very unique magazine called  
Classic Cycle Review. Leslie sent to me a few issues and I have learned 
much about layouts just going through this magazine. I have been 
working on her to join the ATCA. 
We will ALL benefit if she becomes a member!

For all who contribute quarterly articles, I also thank you as readers ap-
preciate all the different points of view!

Right now we have over 400 subscriptions. That is quite impressive and 
it is growing weekly. Readers have emailed me to commend the ATCA 
on putting out the information we do. Believe it or not, many emails 
are to compliment us on the fact we put out the health information we 
obtain! Many thanks to Theresa Schreeder for providing and keeping 
track of what is going on with the health of our dogs!

Once again, I want to thank everyone for allowing me to be your editor.  
I appreciate your confidence.

Julie Seaton
Editor



Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

This month, I would like to tell you about a project 
that the ATCA has undertaken at the request of the 
American Kennel Club. The AKC is currently 
revising and updated their Complete Dog Book in a 
new and fresh way that will be a real reference work 
we can look forward to reading.  For those with a 

more recent involvement, I can relate fond memories of receiving my 
first copy of the Complete Dog Book as a gift when I was a child and 
poring over it from cover to cover.  I read every history, every standard, 
and could identify every breed I saw. I remember sitting at shows and 
watching many breeds being judged, using the standards to form my 
own opinions and comparing my thoughts with the results in the ring.  
What a great foundation for my dog knowledge in the future!  I hope 
new generations will have benefit of this knowledge as well. I still have 
that copy and later editions to treasure. Now to leave the past and 
look forward to the future.

The AKC have asked each parent club to propose a submission for 
their breed in a new and useful format.  This is meant to be more 
helpful to dog owners making meaningful decisions about selecting 
what will be for many a new and important addition to the family.  The 
tone is almost a “consumer’s guide” viewpoint.  This is so important for 
helping a prospective buyer make an educated decision.  To complete 
this task, the board decided to appoint a coordinator and appropriate 
members with expertise in each area to create this.  The group consists 
of coordinator Marilyn Harban, Ida Ellen Weinstock, Carol Sazama, 
Grace Cartwright, Teresa Schreeder, and me.

The AKC has asked us to address the history of the breed, describing 
physical and temperament characteristics and the breed’s original 
purpose. Then they requested we tie in form and structure with the 
functions of the breed. The club is to address any special requirements 
of the breed, for example, grooming or training that a prospective 
owner should be aware of, and describe the ideal owner of our breed.  
Selecting an appropriate breeder and the right puppy is also to be 
covered, emphasizing the nature of the specific breed.  Any prevalent 
health issues are to be discussed for the prospective new owner. We 
are also tasked with describing the talents and abilities that the Aussie 
possesses, with a comment on its suitability in various canine sports, 
such as obedience, agility, earthdog, coursing ability, and herding.  
And we are happy to supply a diverse selection of photos for the 
book’s editors to choose from, thanks to enthusiastic response from 
our members.

This consumer-oriented focus is new for the AKC’s Complete Dog Book 
and will supply much-needed information for new owners to absorb  
prior to making the decision to acquire our breed. We hope this will  
bring us better-informed and educated puppy buyers who really  
       understand, want and appreciate our breed’s distinctive  
       characteristics.  This is all to the good.

As the year ends, I would like to extend a huge thank you to the of-
ficers and board members who are leaving their positions at the end 
of the year: Kim Occhiuti, our diligent and detail-oriented vice presi-
dent; Marilyn Harban, our tireless and efficient recording secretary; 
and Kathy Huebing, Anne Roache, and Carol Sazama, outgoing board 
members.  All of you have worked so hard and contributed so much to 
the running of the club, offered great counsel, and been great friends. 
I would also like to welcome our new officers and board members 
Sandra Weigle, Darlene Evans, Kerrie Bryan, Tammy Gaudet, and Gerry 
Walsh. I look forward to working with all of you as well as Mike Palazzo, 
Eva Campbell, Grace Cartwright, Thalia Rott, and Teresa Schreeder, who 
are continuing on. Your dedication to the ATCA and our breed is to be 
commended and is truly appreciated.

I would also like to thank all of you who have extended your con-
cerns about me and your well wishes during the recent Superstorm 
Sandy. I am truly fortunate to be only (greatly) inconvenienced but 
nothing else.  So far, I have not heard that any of our members have 
had anything but power outages, some lengthy, and minor dam-
age,  Maybe we are lucky.  There have been so many who suffered real 
losses and hardship through such a large and highly populated area.  
We are reminded of this daily, seeing the damaged areas nearby.  Less 
seriously, I have to confess that I am not “Pioneer Woman”!  Three days 
without power, heat, hot water, and cable was enough to confirm what 
I already knew.  I went back to work in lower Manhattan after two days 
at home to a building running on a generator, which meant very little 
heat, no hot water, very little power, and a massive commute--hours on 
an express bus. I can tell you that we have all those bridges and tunnels 
into Manhattan for a reason! As several tunnels had flooded and were 
gradually repaired, traffic was scrambled all over. Our express buses 
spent hours wandering hither and yon on detours (we are going to 
New Jersey????) on our way in and back home. As I said, joking aside, I 
am fortunate and am reminded of this daily as our bus routes carry us 
through the ravaged beachfront areas of Staten Island.

As I write this, we approach Thanksgiving and hope you read these 
words after enjoying a great holiday with loved ones. I want to wish 
everyone a wonderful holiday season and remind you to firm up your 
plans to attend our national in Palm Springs in January of 2013. I’m 

looking for-
ward to seeing 
you all there!

Alexa  
Samarotto
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Dear Members,
 

The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award
 
Please review the AKC material below and decide:

In the American Kennel Club’s ongoing efforts to recognize and celebrate its volunteer club members, The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship 
Award program was established in 2006 to provide each member club with an AKC Medallion to award to one of its own on a yearly basis. 

This award honors those individuals who deserve special recognition that have made a difference in the sport of purebred dogs, embodied 
the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and have been an active and valued member of an AKC member club. Medallions are awarded solely at 
the club’s discretion. 

•	 Sportsmen respect the history, traditions and integrity of the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair play, honesty, courtesy, and vigorous competition, as well as winning and losing 
with grace. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the sport of purebred dogs by injecting personal advantage 
or consideration into their decisions or behavior. 

•	 The sportsman judge judges only on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors. 

•	 The sportsman judge or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under a judge where it might reasonably appear that the judge’s placements 
could be based on something other than the merits of the dogs. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the impartiality of a judge. 

•	 The sportsman respects the AKC bylaws, rules, regulations and policies governing the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility are not inconsistent and are able to appreciate the merit of their competition 
and the effort of competitors. 

•	 Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport. 

•	 Sportsmen will deal fairly with all those who trade with them. 

•	 Sportsmen are willing to share honest and open appraisals of both the strengths and weaknesses of their breeding stock. 

•	 Sportsmen spurn any opportunity to take personal advantage of positions offered or bestowed upon them. 

•	 Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare of their dog. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking part in the sport. 

 The AKC has left the structure of the program up to each individual club to decide its own process and criteria. 

•	 Nominees must have abided by the AKC Sportsman Code of Ethics in all cases.

•	 A call for nominations should appear in at least two issues of The Talkabout.

•	 Nominations will be received from any member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC and can be received for any 
member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC.

•	 Nominations will be received in writing. Nominators are encouraged to write a brief blurb on why they feel their nominee 
should win.

•	 The ATCA Board and officers will vote on the winner by anonymous ballot. A discussion of each nominee is encouraged 
prior to vote. Each Board member will vote for one winner or each Board member will rank each and every nominee and 
the ranks will be tallied to determine the winner.

•	 Nominations for the award should be forwarded to me at Samabelaus@aol.com or send me the nomination by mail. 
    Alexa Samarotto

mailto:Samabelaus%40aol.com?subject=Samabelaus%40aol.com


Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban
Board Actions as of November 24, 2012

•	 Reinstated Mark McGrath
•	 Made an exception to receiving nominations for Life Membership 

with less than six months prior to the Annual Meeting.  
•	 Approved supported entries for: 

Scottsdale Dog Fanciers, Phoenix, AZ - March 3, 2013 
Northern California Terrier Association, Sacramento, CA - 
 April 11 & 12 
Rio Grande KC , Albuquerque, NM  - May 12 & 13, 2013. 
Great Western Terrier Association, Long Beach, CA  
- June 22 & 23, 2013 
Evergreen Kennel Club, Greeley, CO – September 7 & 8, 2013 

National, Regional and supported Shows not needing approval are: 
          Copperstate ATC Palm Springs, CA - Regional Specialty  
          - Jan 3, 2013
          ATCA National Specialty, Palm Springs, CA Jan 4, 2013
          KC of Palm Springs – supported entry - Jan 5, 2013
          KC of Palm Springs – supported entry – Jan 6, 2013
          Raritan Valley ATC, Bucks County, PA - Regional Specialty  
          - May 4, 2013
         Raritan Valley ATC Hatboro, PA,  - Regional Specialty - Oct 4, 2013
         Montgomery County Kennel Club – supported entry  
          – Oct. 6, 2013
         Australian Terrier Club of Colorado, Greeley, CO  
         - Regional Specialty - Sept. 6, 2013

•	 Voted to support the awarding of the 3 pt major for reserve win-
ners.  This motion passed at AKC and will be available for Reserve 
Winners at our National Specialty in Jan, 2013.

•	 Approved request asking that ATCA match AKC’s $300 stipend for 
the “Meet The Breed “ Event at the Javits Center October 16 – 17. 
This stipend is to help offset the cost of our volunteers’ transpor-
tation and parking.  Is used only if needed.

•	 Approved Membership Applications for Marietta Cowan, Patricia 
Zupan, Tony Jansen.  Welcome new members.  

•	 Approved ROM-EX updated guidelines.  
•	 Pending action on travel expenses to the AKC Advanced Terrier 

Institute Breed Presentation in Orlando FL Thurs, Dec 13.  

Welcome New Members:  12/2012

Marietta Cowan
7012 Lennox Ave
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
760-413-3717
darngooddog@verizon.net 

Tony Jansen
59 ½ Smith Street
Charleston, SC 29401
843-452-8259
2005drj@gmail.com

Patricia Zupan
1018 North 250 East
Chesterton, IN 46304
219-921-1529
indyzee@frontier.com

Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Mike Palazzo 

– Fourth Quarter 2012

•	 Application for membership has been received from Lisa Nance 
of California (USA). Sponsors: Sue Bachman and Darlene Evans.

•	 Application for membership has been received from Hollace J. 
Bamford of North Carolina (USA). Sponsors: Marilyn Harban and 
Sandra Weigle

•	 Application for membership has been received from Francis E. 
Pierce of Wisconsin (USA). Sponsors: Marilyn Harban and Julie 
Seaton.

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this  
edition of The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make  

comments regarding membership applicants.   
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.   
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

•	 Received one query from a non-member writer regarding pos-
sible original article submissions for ATCA website.  Forwarded to 
ATCA Webmaster.

•	 Received one inquiry regarding Aussie Store merchandise de-
scription appearing on club website checkout page. Forwarded 
to ATCA Webmaster.

•	 Received a detailed query as to whether a specific diet is needed 
for Aussies. Recommended that inquirer contact his breeder and 
veterinarian for advice and follow-up.

•	 Received two electronic AKC Event Approval Notices for upcom-
ing specialty week events. Forwarded to 2013 ATCA Specialty 
Chair.

•	 Received electronic notice from the AKC Humane Fund regarding 
the establishment of a Hurricane Sandy fund in support of AKC 
breed/all-breed club local disaster relief outreach. Forwarded to 
President and Recording Secretary.
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What is Puppy Breath?

Puppies have a funny little smell to their breath—it’s 
called puppy breath. Most folks think it’s sweet and 
adorable, but a few people think otherwise, Either 
way, it fades in just a few months and is replaced by 
regular dog breath—which hopefully isn’t bad.

Why does a puppy’s breath smell different? It’s most 
likely their diet—mother’s milk and mild puppy food. 
But some veterinarians feel that a puppy’s immature 
digestive system is at play—the esophagus leaks gas 
from the stomach.



Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER     
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q3 2012    
     

Animal                                                                               Date       New / Update     CHIC #                Reg #                   Owner

LONGEVITY REPORT
CA- DM 9yo 9mo
        DM 11yo
GA- Liver Cancer 8yo 6mo
SC- Liver Cancer 9yo 6mo
VA- Old age 11yo4mo
       Suspected Cardiac Tumor 13yo 11mo

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
CA- Idiopathic Seizures 8yo

DREAMTIME’S KEEPSAKE
ABQ SAN ISIDRO CHRISTHILL
DUNHAM LAKE SCOUT MASTER
NOTICE ALL IN AT SOUTHERN CROSS
BLUE MOON CALL ME IRRESISTIBLE

8/21/2012
8/21/2012
8/21/2012
8/21/2012
8/28/2012

UPDATE
UPDATE
NEW
NEW
NEW

74207
74853
83295
83296
83673

RN20114501
RN12829203
RN19904103
RN18093104
RN13042401

MARILYN Y. HARBAN
WILLIAM I. CHRISTENSEN
TIM & JANE STEINMETZ TGOIFFIN
MARSHA S. GRAY
JEANNE POPOVITS

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA Once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

Update for the Health Survey

The Australian Terrier Club of America’s Health Survey has been online for 10 months at 
www.offa.org.

During that time 570 dogs have been surveyed, 236 males and 319 females. The top five con-
cerns of owners  in the order of concern:  allergies, then followed by diabetes, skin disorders, 
cancer and eye problems.

Dogs began to have significant health issues between ages 5-10 years of age. 

The overall health of the breed is felt to be excellent / good. The number one health test done 
for Australian Terriers is patella luxation, 119 dogs showing no luxation and 22 dogs with 
grade 1 patella.

The follow-up questions regarding breeding and litters have noted issues with cryptorchi-
dism, inguinal hernias, no tail/no rectum and cerebellar hypoplasia (developmental disorder 
characterized by the incomplete or underdevelopment of the cerebellum. It may be genetic 
or occur sporadically.)

The survey will continue to be up and running till 12/31/12. This information is valuable to 
determine future research support and the overall state of our dogs.

                                                                                                                                           9
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OPTIMAL SELECTION
using Optimal Selection, we have a brilliant means for choosing ge-
netic diversity as well. This is thrilling especially for breeders passion-
ate about numerically endangered breeds and their overall health and 
wellness.  I couldn’t be happier with the results!”

Mars’ Science behind Optimal Selection 

Mars Veterinary’s canine DNA analyses are based on more than a 
decade of extensive research, drawing from the expertise of leading 
scientists, veterinarians, universities and breed organizations through-
out the world and the Waltham® Center. This science has also yielded 
Wisdom Panel Insights, the most comprehensive swab-based mixed 
breed dog DNA analysis on the market and Wisdom Panel™ Profes-
sional, the only blood-based dog DNA analysis available exclusively 
through veterinarians, as well as the new Wisdom Panel Purebred and 
Designer Dog tests. 

About Mars Veterinary™

Mars Veterinary is a division of MARS® Incorporated, a company 
known for innovative consumer and pet food brands that are trusted 
by people around the world.  Its mission is to facilitate responsible pet 
care by enlightening pet owners and communities with valuable in-
sights into their pets as individuals through innovative, science-based 
discoveries. For more than a decade, Mars Veterinary has researched 
and developed state-of-the-art genetic tests for mixed-breed dogs, 
revolutionizing personalized pet care. By discovering a dog’s ancestry, 
pet owners and veterinarians can work together to tailor wellness 
programs that fit the needs of a dog. For more information, visit  
www.wisdompanel.com.

About Mars, Incorporated

In 1911, Frank C. Mars made the first Mars candies in his Tacoma, 
Washington kitchen and established Mars’ first roots as a confection-
ery company.  In the 1920s, Forrest E. Mars, Sr. joined his father in busi-
ness and together they launched the MILKY WAY® bar.  In 1932, Forrest, 
Sr. moved to the United Kingdom with a dream of  building a business 
based on the philosophy of a “mutuality of benefits” for all stakehold-
ers – this vision serves as the foundation of the Mars, Incorporated we 
are today.  Based in McLean, Virginia, Mars has net sales of more than 
$30 billion and six business segments including Petcare, Chocolate, 
Wrigley, Food, Drinks and Symbioscience.  More than 65,000 Associ-
ates worldwide are putting our Mars Principles in action every day to 
make a difference for people and the planet through our performance.

For more information, please visit www.mars.com. 
SOURCE Mars Veterinary

Attention ATCA Members: We will be ordering these tests 
if  anyone is interested in trying it.

The cost of the test will be $80/ dog. 

Please contact Teresa Schreeder via email
Pete128@earthlink.net  
BEFORE 12/20/12

Dog breeders in the United States and abroad now have access to a 
first-of-its-kind tool that will help them make better educated deci-
sions on optimal breeding matches based on science. Mars Veterinary, 
the global leader in canine genetic breed identification, announced 
today the introduction of Optimal Selection, a DNA test that is ex-
pected to help breeders avoid many health problems associated with 
inbreeding while still being able to select the physical and behavioral 
traits that are important to them.

Changing In-Breeding to Out-Breeding

For centuries, dedicated breeders have worked to improve the tem-
perament, conformation, and health of their purebred dogs. However, 
this can cause a decrease in genetic diversity leaving the breeding 
community to contend with concerns such as smaller litter size, puppy 
mortality, and other health issues, in addition to a negative consumer 
perception around breeding practices. 

Optimal Selection will help breeders make better educated deci-
sions on breeding matches based on science.  Breeders can make a 
preliminary assessment of a number of dogs based on their respective 
breeding goals.  When the list has been narrowed to the top candi-
dates, they can then use Optimal Selection to help make their final 
breeding decision.  This new test uses a small blood sample to analyze 
and compare chromosomes of potential breeding pairs. By comparing 
the potential sire and dam’s chromosomal similarities and differences, 
the breeder is given the opportunity to diversify the genetic makeup 
of their puppies and reduce the risk of recessive medical conditions 
while still being able to select for the physical and behavioral traits 
that are important to them.  The analysis provided by Optimal Selec-
tion utilizes a scoring system based on the dog’s DNA that can be 
compared across multiple potential pairings. Each potential mate will 
be given a breeding score based on the compatibility of the chromo-
somes analyzed. The lower the score, the more likely it is that these 
dogs will produce puppies with the desired traits while limiting their 
disease risk.  Everyone benefits as a result of this test.

“We have leveraged our extensive knowledge of the genetic struc-
tures across breeds to closely examine the DNA of dogs within each 
breed and help owners take their breeding programs to the next level,” 
said Dr. Angela Hughes, Veterinary Genetics Research Manager at Mars 
Veterinary.  “Optimal Selection has the potential to transform dog 
breeding so that the genetic diversity within a breed or family line can 
be protected and maximized, which can make a tangible, long-term 
positive impact on the health and wellness of these wonderful dogs.  
Dogs, breeders and owners -- everyone is better off!”

Optimal Selection Puppies Poised for Champion Status

Among the first breeders to benefit from using Optimal Selection was 
Woodland, Wash.-based Miriam Couto. She has bred Dandie Dinmont 
Terriers for over 10 years and has now produced three litters with Opti-
mal Selection.  Three puppies from those litters are actively competing 
and doing very well in American Kennel Club conformation shows; 
one of which has become a champion and achieved three Terrier 
group wins at only 7 months of age. 

“Optimal Selection helps breeders dedicated to selecting the best for 
both their program and their breed. We already select for best possible  
type, temperament, health, and soundness,” said Miriam Couto.  “Now,

http://www.wisdompanel.com
http://www.mars.com
mailto:Pete128%40earthlink.net%20%20?subject=Pete128%40earthlink.net%20%20


AKC Communications   
Three-Point Reserves at National Specialties Approved

The three-point major for Reserve Winners Dog or Bitch was passed 
by the Delegate body and takes effect in January 2013. Parent clubs 
may choose to “opt out” but for many breeds this will be a welcome 
addition.

This a new rule being added to Rules Applying to Dog Shows (in 
Chapter 16, Section 1).

“...At the National Specialty the dog designated Reserve Winners Dog 
and the bitch designated Reserve Winners Bitch will be awarded a 
three-point major, provided that the number of dogs competing in 
the regular classes of the Reserve Winner’s sex totals at least twice 
the number required for a five point major, in the region in which the 
event is held. No major for Reserve Winners shall be given based upon 
an award of Best of Winners. In counting the number of eligible dogs 
in competition, a dog that is disqualified, or that is dismissed, excused 
or ordered from the ring by the judge, or from which all awards are 
withheld, shall not be included.”

AKC and Westminster Kennel Club Donate $20,000  
To Sandy Fund To Help Those  

Affected By Hurricane  And Future Disasters

In support of the people and their pets affected by Hurricane Sandy, 
the American Kennel Club Humane Fund, Inc. and The Westminster 
Kennel Club have each donated $10,000 to the Humane Fund’s newly-
created “Sandy Fund.” This $20,000 grant and other donations to the 
Sandy Fund will assist organizations that provide support and services 
for dogs and owners faced with the challenges of natural disaster.

“The AKC is greatly saddened by the damage caused by Hurricane 
Sandy,” said Dennis Sprung, AKC President and CEO. “The creation of 
the Sandy Fund will help us do everything we can to assist companion 
animals and their owners in the region during this trying time and in 
any future disasters.”

The “Sandy Fund” grants money to AKC clubs and affiliated organiza-
tions looking to provide assistance for pets and their owners in their 
hometowns during a time of disaster. The new Fund’s first donation 
was made to the Staten Island Companion Dog Training Club to 
aid their relief efforts in Staten Island, New York. Clubs interested in 
applying for a grant to assist local disaster relief outreach can send a 
request in writing to dxs@akc.org.

Anyone interested in donating to the Sandy Fund can donate online. 
Please mark your donation as for the Sandy Fund.

Checks or money orders can be sent to: 
The American Kennel Club Humane Fund, Inc.
Attn: Daphna Straus
260 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016-2401

A Puppy for Christmas? 

The American Kennel Club Cautions Parents to Hold Off on that 
Hound!

A cute, cuddly puppy is tops on many Christmas lists this year. 
Tempting though it may be to grant your children’s holiday wish, the 
holidays are not the ideal time for new puppy ownership.

“The first few months of a puppy’s life are extremely important—he 
will require your full, undivided attention and will need training, 
exercise, socialization, trips to the vet and lots of love and care,” said 
American Kennel Club spokesperson Lisa Peterson. “With the hustle 
and bustle of the holidays, it’s difficult to set aside the time a puppy 
needs during this important life stage.”

Though nothing tugs harder at heartstrings than a cute, cuddly 
puppy, every adorable bundle of fur is a lifetime responsibility. Dogs 
can live up to 20 years (depending on the breed) and it’s crucial that 
you know the recipient can care for the pet. This means providing 
plenty of exercise, training, veterinary care and – most importantly – 
lots of love and attention.

“Surprise your kids by gift-wrapping pet supplies such as a leash, food 
bowl, training book or a dog-related toy to symbolize the new family 
member you will add after the holiday,” added Peterson. “Teach kids 
about responsible dog ownership as they prepare for the real thing. 
During any lulls in holiday celebrations, take time to research the 
breed that best suits your family’s lifestyle, talk to your children about 
what doggie tasks they will own, and begin your search for a respon-
sible breeder that produces happy, healthy puppies.”

When you are ready, attending local dog shows and finding and talk-
ing with reputable breeders will help decide what breed is best for 
you. The AKC publishes several free brochures on being a responsible 
dog owner. All are available through the AKC Web site at www.akc.org.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
American Kennel Club, Inc
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ROM Guidelines
Effective November 20, 2012

General Requirements for ROM and ROM-Excellent
•	 ROM Awards are for ATCA members only.  
•								Applicants	must	be	either	a	dog’s	Breeder	or	Owner.		ROM	Certificates	will	be	presented	to	both	the	Breeder	and	Owner	if	each	is	a	 
          member of ATCA.  
•								ROM	reports	are	due	at	the	ROM	Secretary’s	office	no	later	than	March	31st	of	each	year.
•								Applications	should	be	complete	when	submitted,	that	is,	data	for	all	3	or	5	champions	should	accompany	a	single	application	for	an	 
          ROM; all the qualifying wins, champions, etc. for an ROM-Excellent should accompany a single application.  Applications will not be  
          accepted incomplete.
•								Points	for	either	ROM	or	ROM-Excellent	are	cumulative,	but	once	the	ROM-Excellent	is	achieved,	no	further	points	will	be	maintained	 
          by the ROM Secretary.
•								Separate	listings	of	Sires	and	Dams	holding	a	ROM	or	ROM-Excellent	title	will	be	published	annually,	and	dogs	will	be	listed	in	alpha- 
          betical order.
•								The	ROM	Secretary	will	mail	certificates	once	a	year.
•								New	recipients	of	either	the	ROM	or	ROM-Excellent	title	will	be	recognized	at	the	Annual	Awards	Banquet	in	conjunction	with	the	ATCA	 
          National Specialty.
•								Wins	at	only	AKC	licensed	events	are	eligible	to	be	counted	for	the	ROM	or	ROM-Excellent	titles.
•								Offspring	from	frozen	semen	will	be	eligible	in	accumulating	the	necessary	points	for	sires	and	dams,	providing	such	offspring	are	duly	 
          registered with the AKC.

ROM Requirements
•								Dams	of	Merit:		3	AKC	Champion	Offspring
•								Sires	of	Merit:			5	AKC	Champion	Offspring

Verification of championships for each offspring and a 3-generation pedigree of the Sire or Dam being submitted for an ROM title must be 
sent to the ATCA ROM Secretary.  

Championships are verified by one of 3 methods:
	 1.		Providing	a	copy	of	the	Championship	certificate.
 2.  The issue (date and volume number) and page of the AKC Show 
                          results in which the championship is published.
 3.  An AKC printout of the show records of the offspring.
ROM-Excellent Requirements
•										Dams	of	Merit:		125	points	and	a	minimum	of	3	AKC	Champion	offspring
•										Sires	of	Merit:		150	points	and	a	minimum	of	5	AKC	Champion	offspring

Point	System	for	ROM-Excellent
Group 1st    20
Group 2nd        15 
Group 3rd          10
Group 4th              5
BIS																		 20
National	BISS					 50
National	BOS							 25
National AOM      10   (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Regional	BISS						 40
Regional	BOS							 20
Regional AOM         5   (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Champions  10 each  (including the 3 or 5 required for ROM)

ROM point additions:
National Select Dog: 15 pts
National	Select	Bitch:	15	pts
Regional Select Dog: 10 pts
Regional	Select	Bitch:	10	pts

National	Specialty	weekend	Supported	Entry	BOB:	30	pts
National	Specialty	weekend	Supported	Entry	BOS:	15	pts
National Specialty weekend Supported Entry Select Dog: 5 pts
National	Specialty	weekend	Supported	Entry	Select	Bitch:	5	pts

Grand Champion: 20 pts

Points	are	cumulative	and	can	be	compiled	in	any	combination	using	Champion	Offspring,	Group	Placements	and	BIS/BISS	wins	as	long	as	
the	minimum	point	total	is	met	or	exceeded.		As	an	example,	if	a	dog	won	a	Regional	Specialty	held	in	conjunction	with	an	All	Breed	Club	
and	then	went	on	to	win	the	group	and	BIS,	it	would	earn	points	for	its	sire	and	dam	for	the	Specialty	win,	group	win,	and	Best	in	Show	
win.		(40+20+20=80)		Points	can	be	accumulated	and	added	to	a	Sire	or	Dam	total	after	the	initial	award	ROM.	An	application	should	not	be	
submitted until it is complete.

ROM Forms available in the  
Member section of the website:  

www.australianterrier.org/login.html

http://www.australianterrier.org/login.html
http://www.australianterrier.org/login.html


•	 A	breeder’s	job	is	to	preserve	the	breed	type.	Breed	type	is	defined	by	the	standard.	A	breeder	does	not	improve	
upon	the	standard.	You	can	improve	your	individual	dog	and	line,	but	the	standard	sets	the	type.

•	 There	is	only	one	correct	type	of	Australian	Terrier.	It	is	defined	by	the	standard.	Dogs	may	diverge	to	a	lesser	or	
greater	degree	from	the	standard	and	still	be	recognized	as	an	Australian	Terrier.

•	 To	really	comprehend	the	standard,	you	must	study,	study,	study,	study	it.	Watch	your	competition	and	read		
everything	that	has	been	written	on	the	subject.	Seek	out	those	who	have	been	in	the	breed	many	years		
-the	lessons	they	can	teach	you	are	invaluable.

•	 Being	objective	is	difficult	-	especially	when	you	love	your	own	dogs;	however,	you	will	never	breed	better	dogs	
until	you	can	evaluate	them	objectively,	despite	your	affection	for	them.	Never	inflate	the	dogs’s	quality	in	your	
mind	just	because	it’s	all	you	have.	Show	it,	finish	it,	but	don’t	breed	it.

•	 I	urge	all	breeders	to	hold	the	best	interest	of	the	Australian	Terrier	paramount	in	your	minds	while	striving	for	
breed	type.	The	standard	is	your	bible.	It	is	not	the	win	today,	but	what	comes	out	of	the	whelping	box	tomorrow	
that	counts.

Sue Bachm
an©

To start with, I would like to share this small piece of wisdom that Judge Sandra Goose Allen contributed to 
the ATCA after she judged the National  Specialty held in Hampton, VA in 2009.

This Issue has Information about Breeders/Breeding & Puppies



What makes a good breeder? Remember those five words the next 
time you want to  start an argument among dog breeders.

Somebody will start with the basics: A good breeder is somebody who 
breeds in order to improve the breed, breeds only superior stock, and 
isn’t in it for the money. Somebody else may add that they must be 
willing to take back every puppy they breed for the rest of those dogs’ 
lives. Another will stress that the breeding stock should all be proven 
in some competitive venue. Several will chime in that they shouldn’t 
make money off their puppies, but rather breed as a labor of love. 
“Waiting lists!” somebody shouts, and everyone nods. They must have 
waiting lists before they breed. They must breed on a limited basis (a 
comment that leads to a gossip-fest filled with speculation about how 
many litters Miss Breedwell has produced that year alone). Things are 
going well until some newcomer finally pipes up and asks, “Why is it 
bad to make money? Why is it bad to breed a lot of litters? What if I just 
want a pet?”

That’s what happened in a recent dog show list discussion of what 
makes a good breeder. Most people managed to agree – sort of – on 
the following criteria:

A good breeder breeds with the welfare of the puppies first and 
foremost in mind. Every breeder agreed enthusiastically to that. But 
how many of these same show breeders, when confronted with the 
choice of placing a dog in a situation where it could live on the road 
and become a famous show dog or live with a family and never be 
shown, would choose the latter? Would their choice really make one 
breeder better than the other?

A good breeder stands behind her puppies for life. But at what 
cost? Some breeders pointed out that the ultimate responsibility lies 
with the owner, not the breeder, of a dog. What would happen if a 
breeder had hordes of dogs returned at once? At what point does 
the breeder’s responsibility for her own dogs, family and sanity take 
priority?

A good breeder refrains from breeding litters in which there is a 
good chance of producing unhealthy puppies. That means health 
testing the parents (and better, their siblings and other relatives) and 
avoiding doubling up on possible carriers of genetic diseases. But 
even this statement is not without contention – some breeders main-
tained no dog should be bred if it has ever produced a single disease, 
even if that disease isn’t known to be genetic. Others balked, saying 
this was throwing the stud dog out with the bathwater and decreasing 
genetic diversity.

A good breeder strives to produce good examples of the breed. 
Simply because somebody “only” wants a pet, the fact that they chose 
a pure breed indicates they did so expecting it to look and act a 
certain way. But here’s where breeders disagreed: At what point does 
a dog cease to be a good example? Is merely being identifiable as its 
breed sufficient, or must it be more?

After that, agreement went downhill. Sure, the criteria sounded good 
and certainly were nothing new to seasoned breeders. But how rea-
sonable are they in the real world? Breeding is a big responsibility, but 
the dog world is not a one-size-fits-all universe.

A good breeder breeds to improve the breed and tests her breed-
ing stock in various competitive venues. Sharyn Hutchens, herself 
a respected breeder of the highly successful Timbreblue Whippets in 
Lexington, Va., points out the limited nature of that view: “Dog show-
ing is a hobby that perhaps 1 percent of dog owners are involved in. 
For those of us who want to show, that’s great. But showing is not the 
only reason to breed.

Dogs are pets first and foremost, and there is no shame in producing 
healthy, happy pets for loving homes. When did we decide that no one 
in the world should breed except show people? And what gives us the 
right to proclaim that?”

A good breeder breeds only on a limited basis. That’s an oversimpli-
fication. For some breeders, one litter is too many. They don’t have the 
breeding stock, potential buyers, facilities, or time needed to produce 
a litter responsibly. For others, several litters a year is not too much. It 
depends on the breed, the market, and their ability to stand behind 
their dogs. Hutchens points out other considerations: “If good breed-
ers (and I mean show breeders and responsible, caring pet breeders) 
stop breeding or cut way back, that leaves the market wide open for 
breeders who forget the puppy and new owner as soon as the check 
is cashed. And they are the ones producing the dogs that end up in 
shelters. If a good breeder is capable of and willing to produce a litter 
of quality pups that she may or may not keep one from, then that’s 
one less litter that will come from a bad breeder. We have allowed 
bad breeders to simply shove us right out of the marketplace and by 
chanting the animal rights ‘overpopulation’ song, we are doing more 
damage to our breeds than we know. We’ve allowed many of them to 
be essentially taken over by people who don’t do health testing, don’t 
provide owner support, don’t screen homes.”

A good breeder loses money on every litter. This point has been 
used for years to differentiate hobby breeders from puppy millers. But 
why should making money on hard work and a good “product” neces-
sarily be a bad thing? It is a bad thing if you cut corners to do it – if, for 
example, you feed cheap food, forgo genetic testing, and shirk on vet-
erinary services. It is a bad thing if your primary motivation is to make 
money rather than produce healthy, happy dogs. But is there a reason, 
besides dissuading new breeders, that losing money has become a 
prerequisite for breeding a good litter?

What makes a good breeder? “A good breeder is one who breeds the 
healthiest puppies possible both [mentally and physically], breeds as 
close to the standard as possible, screens homes carefully, provides 
support for owners, treats people fairly, and should a home not work 
out, either helps find the pup another home or takes it back,” says 
Hutchens. Then why do breeders make it sound so hard? As Hutchens 
says, “There is something about breeding dogs that turns us all into 
church ladies doing the ‘superior walk.’”

There are still more irresponsible, bad breeders out there than good, 
responsible ones. Could it be that by adding so many impossible crite-
ria we’re only discouraging the responsible ones? 

Reprinted with permission 2012 
Dogchannel.com

What	Makes	A	Good	Breeder?
By	D.	Caroline	Coile,	Ph.D.
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A Breed Standard - what is it, what does it mean – and just why are 
they so pawsitively important to know about when looking for a 
breeder and a purebred dog?

To start, a breed standard is an official document written with one 
goal in mind: to provide a description of a breed that defines its look, 
character, and working ability. In a sense, a breed standard is the blue 
print of a breed. It’s what makes each breed distinctive and different 
from any other breed in the vast selection of purebred dogs. Breed 
Standards separate the Dobermans from the Rottweilers and keep the 
Pomeranians from looking like small Chow Chows.

The Definition of a Breed

Standards define a breed in very specific ways, (sometimes very tech-
nical ways), describing things such as temperament, coat and color, 
head type, eye color, ears, teeth, tail, structure, gait, hindquarters, 
forelegs, feet, and faults. What’s acceptable, and what is not.

And its all of those things combined that make the breed what they 
are supposed to be.

Some breed standards focus more on working abilities, while others 
define which qualities are considered more virtuous than others. And 
though some even include features that are purely aesthetic, all of the 
descriptions found in the standard generally have a purpose. They are 
not just some arbitrary portrayals a group of people threw together to 
describe a breed in somewhat pretty terms.

Take the case of the Alaskan Malamute and the Siberian Husky - 
though similar in appearance, their standards are entirely different. 
The Alaskan Malamute is a draught dog bred to pull heavy freight over 
short distances. Their breed standard describes them as “a powerful 
and substantially built dog with a deep chest and strong, well-muscled 
body.” Compare that to a Siberian Husky which is bred to haul light 
loads at moderate speeds over long distances. They are described in 
their standard as “a medium-sized working dog, light on his feet, free 
and graceful in action...with an inbred desire to run.”

And it’s these differences which define the breed.

Who Writes the Standards?

Breed Standards are developed and written by dog clubs representing 
each individual breed. Typically these are national clubs, for instance, 
the Australian Terrier Club of America wrote the breed standard for the 
breed.

What Breed Standards Are Not

Breed Standards do not include testing requirements for health and 
genetic conditions. They are intended to describe the breed’s exter-
nally observable qualities only, and in most cases temperament.

Health testing and genetic requirements are typically established by 
national breed clubs, which often include a codes of ethics and con-
duct that members must adhere to when breeding their dogs.

Standards and Shows

In fact, breed standards are so important that the ENTIRE world of 
championship dog shows revolves around them. Every February, as 
Westminster Dog Show is aired from New York, we see all that groom-
ing and fluffing and gaiting and baiting, and are impressed by the 
glamour and beauty of dogs shown to perfection in the Garden. But 
beneath all that glitz and glamour, each dog is being judged accord-
ing to its breed standard. In point of fact, dogs are judged according 
to their breed standards everywhere in the world where dog shows 
are held. That is the purpose of a dog show – to award dogs that come 
closest to their breed standard with the idea that those dogs then go 
on to reproduce those qualities in future generations of its breed – 
thus preserving each breed and how it is meant to look, act, and work, 
according to its standard.

Therefore, it should go without saying, that breed standards are 
extremely important to responsible breeders. And though the inter-
pretation of a standard is often subjective, responsible breeders know 
their standards by heart and can quote them word for word. They 
try to breed dogs that fit within the parameters of the standard, and 
don’t ignore things that the standard says is not proper for the breed 
when selecting dogs for breeding. They carefully weigh virtues against 
faults, and don’t ignore things like height, and color, and tempera-
ment, and structure, because those are the things that define the 
breed.

And though not all their puppies will grow up to be show dogs and 
may have traits that do not conform to the ideals portrayed by the 
breed standard, the responsible breeder will at least have tried to 
breed dogs that are a good representative of what their breed is 
meant to be.

Through responsible breeding, the integrity of a breed is not only 
maintained, it is often improved through selective breeding and 
health screening, whether it’s for the next generation of show dogs or 
for loving family companions.

Compare that to the less responsible breeder, the backyard breeders 
and puppy mills, who breed dogs without regard to the standard, 
disregard things that define the breed, and ignore the importance of 
temperament and genetic health.

Reprinted with permission 2012
Canine-Canada
canine-canada.com
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Terrier Traits

Many of the terrier breeds were originally selectively bred to work 
around the farm eliminating animals that interfere with farming. Some 
of these animals eat crops, food still growing in the ground as well as 
in storage after harvest. Other “vermin,” as pest animals are sometimes 
called, cause damage by digging holes that injure horses, cattle and 
other livestock.

The job of hunting out and killing “vermin” doesn’t call for close team-
work with a human, so it’s not surprising that terriers have an indepen-
dent turn of mind. The killing action is fast and the dog needs to be 
quick, decisive, and fearless. A dog performing this work does not wait 
for the human’s command, but gets on with business.

Terrier gameness has also been put to human use (illegal today) for 
sporting purposes of pitting one dog against another to bet on the 
outcome. These dogs would fight to the death. Some terriers retain 
this inherited behavior, which is often at the root of aggression toward 
other dogs.

It’s important to understand that gameness is not “bad temperament.” 
Humans produced this trait in the dogs through selective breeding. 
Humans must bear the responsibility for managing the dogs to pro-
tect them from their own instincts, and to protect other dogs, too. The 
responsibility increases along with the size of the terrier.

The muscular, merry, energetic dogs of the terrier group have great 
appeal. Their sturdy musculature often carries the day in conformation 
dog shows, garnering for these breeds a lot of attention.

For many people, a terrier may be just right. The first step to respon-
sible and humane dog care is choosing the right dog. The right dog 
will be one whose behavior you are capable of managing and who will 
be happy in the facilities you have available.

The terrier group encompasses quite a few dogs, and in some cases 
the traits discussed here may not completely fit a specific terrier breed 
or individual terrier. Always do your homework on the breed and any 
breeder you consider dealing with, before making a decision to bring 
a particular dog home.

We’ll discuss here some behavior clues to help you consider whether a 
terrier is right for your home. If you already have a terrier, this informa-
tion will help you live together happily ever after.

Gameness

Terriers are bred to have a quality called “gameness.” In the conforma-
tion show ring this is demonstrated by the judge having handlers 
allow the dogs to face one another and stand up tall. Skilled handlers 
don’t allow this to escalate to a fight.

In daily life the expression of terrier gameness can come out in fight-
ing, and because there is no particular reason for the fight, it can 
become quite serious. The adrenaline rush can prevent the dog from 
feeling pain, and submission from the other dog doesn’t stop the fight 
because it’s not about pack order in the first place.

This is why terrier experts recommend that you not keep a terrier with 
another dog of the same sex. If you enjoy having multiple dogs, you’ll 
need to consider carefully where a terrier will fit into your group. Hav-
ing a terrier may place limitations on what other dogs you can safely 
add to your home. The quality of gameness can also mean your terrier 
won’t be able to play peacefully with other dogs in settings such as 
dog parks, especially after maturity. Individual dogs vary, though, and 
this is only a tendency that in some terriers will never be expressed.

Julie Seaton &
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By Kathy Diamond Davis
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This doesn’t mean a terrier is untrainable, and it doesn’t make it fair 
or helpful to label a terrier as “stubborn” or “spiteful” because the dog 
doesn’t interact the same way with humans as some other breeds. It 
just means that if you want a terrier to do something, you’ll have to 
find ways to motivate the dog that appeal to a terrier’s tastes!

A terrier doesn’t pursue a pest animal on the farm to eat it. The dog’s 
drive is for the chase. By the same token, treats in training may not 
particularly excite a terrier, but the pursuit of the treats may be 
enough of a game to keep the dog interested in treat motivators. 
Since some terriers have skin problems that can be aggravated by par-
ticular foods, be sure the treats you use fit with any special diet your 
veterinarian has prescribed.

Some terriers may require a fairly high number of correct repetitions 
of a trained behavior before it becomes a habit. At that point some 
trainers feel that a terrier will be better trained than a more easily 
trained dog, and more reliable in performing the trained task.

Training methods have made 
advances in recent years that have 
helped bring terriers to the forefront 
in such sports as agility where their 
sturdy muscles give them a physical 
advantage. If this is your goal, seek 
a trainer who has had success with 
dogs like yours in the activity that 
interests you.

Power-Packed Fun!

Terriers need to exercise their strong 
muscles and minds. Retrieving is 
a great game to play with any dog 
who is physically sound, and terriers 
love it once they learn. Be care-
ful about tug of war games with a 
terrier, and discontinue these dog-human contests if the dog takes it 
seriously.

Teach your terrier a variety of games. Terriers seem particularly prone 
to obsessive behaviors such as chasing lights and shadows, so it’s 
important to vary the games in order to avoid creating any serious ob-
sessions that could require medication.  It’s best to avoid playing any 
games with your terrier using a laser light pointer or flashlight. Terriers 
love to play, so teaching them a variety of games is fun!

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Kathy Diamond Davis

Lifestyles

Some terriers require professional-caliber grooming, and you might 
not realize it just from looking at the dogs. Be sure to carefully re-
search the grooming for any breed you’re considering, and remember 
that some terrier breeds come in more than one type of coat.

A wire coat may require regular clipping or stripping (or both), while 
the smooth coat may not need the care of a professional groomer. But 
in some terrier breeds, what looks like a scruffy, natural or smooth coat 
really isn’t!

Often the terrier gets groomed with clippers for family life because it’s 
simpler than stripping. It results in a softer coat with different color in-
tensity than the coat groomed for the show ring by the labor-intensive 
stripping process.

Either grooming process will require someone carefully schooled in 
the methods, the right equipment, and a regular time commitment. 
Most people will need to use a professional groomer, and this cost 
needs to be included in your dog-care budget. Neglecting the groom-
ing can cause a dog to suffer and can ruin the dog’s temperament 
when it hurts to be touched and begins to react defensively.

Puppies who will require professional grooming later on need to be 
introduced to the process early. Once your veterinarian and a good 
groomer pronounce the dog’s immunity acceptable, you can start with 
a short grooming visit for a bath and other basics. As with any dog, 
you’ll also need to groom the dog daily at home to build and maintain 
the dog’s ability to tolerate human handling.

Terriers have a reputation for being somewhat steadier than other 
types of dogs in certain situations, such as a noisy environment in a 
big city. That muscular body can also mean a small terrier is able to 
comfortably take longer walks with you than another type of dog the 
same size.

Terriers also tend to keep going stoically in spite of pain from injuries 
or other problems. You’ll want to keep a close eye on the dog so such 
things don’t get too serious before they are detected and cared for.

Training Terriers

In considering a terrier for a task you wish a dog to perform—whether 
the sport of agility or fetching your newspaper—remember the selec-
tive breeding purposes of the terriers. Don’t expect a terrier to be 
motivated in the same ways as a herding, working or sporting dog.
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When did you decide to be a breeder of Australian Terriers?
When I was given the opportunity to have an Australian Terrier puppy 
of good breeding and quality, I took it.  I was familiar with the breed, 
as I trained my Weims at the same facility in Denver, Colorado, as many 
Australian Terrier trainers and breeders.  I was very impressed by these 
smart, sturdy little dogs with merry temperaments that could actually 
do everything my Weims could (and sometimes more!)  I really liked 
the breed and thought that someday I would like to have one.  Several 
years later, almost by a fluke, “Eddie,” Ch. Azul Smart Remark ROM-EX, 
became my first.  After Eddie, I obtained a typey bitch puppy, “Gabby,” 
Ch Cambridge Once in a Blue Moon ROM-EX.  They are my foundation 
dog and bitch.  

My gratitude will forever go out 
to the breeders who have gone 
before me.  They are the ones 
that poured their knowledge and 
experience into producing the 
two wonderful dogs that are Blue 
Moon’s foundation.  My appre-
ciation also goes to the breeders 
whose dogs I have used to en-
hance my bloodlines and also to 
those breeders who have used my 
dogs in their breeding programs.

 
What has helped you develop as a breeder?
Becoming a student of the breed has helped me develop as a breeder.  
Reading books and the trade magazines, developing a “good eye”, 
observing the stock of other breeders, studying pedigrees, asking 
questions, sorting truth from hearsay etc.  I strive to breed for type and 
health as I feel responsible for any breeding that I do.

What are your greatest joys as a breeder?
For me, the birth of strong, healthy, vigorous pups that will develop 
into members of a loving families is paramount.  Receiving pictures, 
emails, and Christmas cards from my Aussie extended families is one 
my joys.  Others are the puppies that have gone into show homes, 
where they have become part of other breeders’ breeding programs. 
My breeding efforts seem even more joyful when I receive news that 
my puppies have not only received a breed championship, but have 
gone on to achieve titles in obedience and performance events.

How often do you breed?
Not very often; one litter a year has been the norm.  My last litter of 
eight vigorous puppies caused me to announce to the world that it 
would be my last.  Even worse, I gave permission to my fellow breed-
ers to shoot me if I thought of breeding again!  Somehow, however, 
over the past two years, our home has seemed empty without pre-
cious little Aussie babies starting their new lives with us.   The time, 
energy and work involved fade away and the joy of having just one 
more litter becomes again an anticipated event.

Jeanne Popovits is an AKC Breeder of Merit and has 
bred numerous champions, including the number 
one Australian Terrier in 2009, GCH Blue Moon Call 
Me Irresistible.  She is on the board of directors of 
the Australian Terrier Club of America and actively 
works on the ATCA Health Committee.  She is the 
current president of Copperstate Australian Terrier 
Club and is on the board of directors of Sun Country 
Terrier Club.

When and how did you get your start in dogs and breeding?
My family had American Cocker Spaniels that were shown in both 
breed and obedience.  Whenever it was decided that a litter was to be 
bred, much discussion ensued about the choice of available stud dogs 
and their pedigrees.  As a result, at a fairly young age I became aware 
of general breeding practices.  I was especially interested in genetics 
and still am.

My years as a youngster in Washington, D.C. were centered around 
dog and horse shows and I am most at home in these environments.  
My horse show years are long past, but dogs, dog shows, and other 
dog-related activities are happily a major part of my life.

I have been blessed to have had some great dogs of different breeds 
that I have bred and competed with in various events.  My longest 
involvement was with Weimaraners.  They titled not only in conforma-
tion but in obedience, tracking, AKC hunt tests, and WCA field events.

It was during this time that my education as a breeder began in ear-
nest.  Many hard lessons were learned, the most important being that 
health issues should be of primary importance if you plan to become 
not only a good breeder, but an ethical one.

About the Breeder
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We would like to introduce you to the breeder/owner of the dog on the Cover of the current issue.  
This month, our cover was reserved by Jeanne Popovits, a member of the ATCA since  2004. 

Thank You, Jeanne for sharing with us!

A Talkabout Interview



“He can’t be a puppy mill dog,” the girl said flatly.  “See, look, here’s his 
pedigree!  He’s AKC registered!  See here where it says he has a CHAM-
PION in his pedigree?  We were gonna get a girl and breed them and 
make lots of money selling the puppies.”

I couldn’t believe my ears.  He was a sweet little 12-week-old guy, 
cute as only an Aussie pup can be, but certainly no one’s champion 
offspring.  He had kind of a blocky head and a broad nose, and was 
very long and thick in the body.  His ear cartilage was so thin it made 
me wonder if they would ever stand up.  (They did).  

His antics—yapping, chewing, mouthing, peeing—all the normal 
puppy stuff—were driving this young lady and her boyfriend to 
distraction.  They were abandoning their dreams of easy money and 
asking whether someone, anyone, would take him off their hands for 
what they paid for him.  She asked around at her job and a co-worker, 
who knew I had an AT, got me involved in the intervention.  

Fortunately, this story had a happy ending.  Two of my dearest friends, 
Karen and Edgar, loved my Aussie, Kiwi, and had recently lost Chester, 
their ancient Terrier mix.  I called Karen and told her about the puppy 
and she immediately said they’d take him.  It was love at first sight.  Ed 
burst into tears when he walked into my house and saw me holding 
the little guy, and took him from my arms while the wriggling pup 
kissed his face.  Almost 12 years later, the 3 of them are still happy 
together.  Did he grow up handsome?  Not in the traditional sense, 
but his personality outshines whatever he lacks in conformation.  And 
luckily, he’s been in good health, aside from skin issues that improved 
when chicken was eliminated from his diet.

So where did he come from?  It was a case of “How much is that dog-
gie in the window?” and the young lady who bought him fell for it, 
hook, line, and sinker.  A local pet shop had a “puppy pen” in the back 
room, and a placard in the window announced whatever was on offer 
that week.  They were almost always small dogs, sometimes mixes, 
sometimes purebreds.  “Home Raised!” the sign trumpeted.  Yeah, sure.  
This store is fortunately now out of business, so there’s one less outlet 
for puppy mill dogs in my town.

A lot has changed since that intervention took place in 2001.  Aware-
ness of the grim physical conditions, isolation, and misery that are the 
hallmarks of commercial breeding operations has grown.  There are 
groups all over the country promoting mill dogs’ welfare, from getting 
the word out to providing medical attention to rescuing and rehom-
ing dogs in need.  Look around you at bumper stickers, T-shirts, and 
car magnets; lots of people everywhere are promoting rescue.  Puppy 
mill busts make the news and politicians make animal welfare part of 
their platforms.  Lots of work has been done.  That’s the good news.

The bad news is that there’s still a lot to do.  Put “puppy mills” into 
your Internet search engine and see the thousands of hits that come 
up.  Read the stories and you’ll see that the fight is far from over.  And 
now, the Internet provides unscrupulous breeders with a way to dupe 
unsuspecting buyers into thinking they’re getting a quality pet.  The 
battle is far from over and help is still needed.

“But what can I do?” you might wonder.  “I’m only one person.”

First, do your homework and educate yourself about whatever dog 
breed you desire.  (We have many articles this issue about responsible 
breeders.)  Do not buy from that nice farm family out in the country, a 
pet store, or commercial breeder.  You may think you’re saving a dog 
from a life of misery, but all that does is fuel the demand.  Make sure 
that the breeder you choose adheres to the member club’s Code of 
Ethics (see page 73).

If hands-on is more your style, remember the words of Margaret Mead:  
“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world. For 
indeed, that’s all who ever have.”  Check out the links at the end of this 
article for information on ways in which you can help.  Get involved!  
Make noise!  You might raise awareness by holding a fundraising event 
with like-minded others.  Feeling brave?  Like to speak in public?  You 
could prepare a talk and  present it to groups in your community, 
such as schools, Scout groups or libraries.  When you speak to young 
people, temper your explanations to the ages and sensitivities of your 
listeners.  They’ll get the message and want to help.  Support groups 
in your area that help place unwanted or abandoned dogs.  And of 
course, support our own Australian Terrier rescue.

RESOURCES AND LINKS:  This list is by no means comprehensive 
but it will get you started.  

Australian Terrier Rescue:  The old saying is that “charity begins at 
home,” so let’s start with our own.  We’re fortunate to have dedicated 
volunteers rescuing, fostering, and placing our dear little guys and 
gals all over the country.  Contribute, foster, or adopt—it’s all good.  If 
you haven’t checked out their website before, visit now and see what 
you can do for our breed:
www.australianterrierrescue.org 

Hearts United:  A national no-kill shelter that has made puppy mill 
rescues a priority.  Read about their innovative “Jet Set Dogs” program, 
honored at a ceremony at the Smithsonian Institution.  Shop and ben-
efit this and other shelters.  Learn about resources to educate youth.  
All this and more is found at:
www.hua.org

Pet	Shop	Puppies:  Missouri has the dubious honor of being the pup-
py mill capital of America.  This group, based in Missouri, is dedicated 
to providing as much information as possible about commercial dog 
breeders.  From state laws to diseases by breed to reports and video 
(not for the squeamish), you will learn a lot at this site: www.petshop-
puppies.org

Three Scoops of Vanilla:  Let’s end on a lighter note.  This is one of 
my favorite places to shop!  If you are involved in an animal charity 
and want to have a unique fundraiser, take a look at this site.  Erin 
makes beautiful jewelry and will custom-design something just for 
your group, which is then sold online on a designated day.  A large 
percentage is donated back to your organization.  The better you are 
at spreading the word, the more money you make.  Peruse the site, be 
inspired, or buy gifts for yourselves and others:
www.threescoopsofvanilla.com

How Much is that Puppy?
By	Leslie	Hoy
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“THE X FACTOR points out the brood bitch may be more important than 
previously realized.” – Another Puzzle Piece, Patricia Craige, 1998

Long before there was a TV show of the same name, I explained in 
breeding seminars, my Akita video, and in many magazine articles “The 
strength of the sire is the power of the dam.”  The genetic truth is in 
that simple sentence but you won’t get it until you know why and how 
it works.  If this were a genetics textbook, it would lead you with step-
by-step lessons until you understood the sentence. Student or Master, 
here’s a shortcut lesson to an amazing discovery.

You could buy dozens of dogs and try all the fancy methods but unless 
you understand and apply the X factor you might as well go back to 
knitting or whatever creative thing you previously enjoyed. You can 
study genetics until you are conversant with terms like genotype, 
phenotype, and homozygous.  You’d be convinced that you knew all 
there is to know about breeding great dogs. A lot of dog breeders have 
read genetics books and use all the right terms but before you get too 
impressed by their rhetoric or writings, check on how many great dogs 
they have bred.

Hopefully, you already know that a great male brings a breeder glory 
but it is the bitch that sustains a breeding program. The strength of the 
sire is the power of the dam.  Okay, so  I told you that but I’ll bet you 
don’t really know why.

I used the phrase on our Akita “demo tape” during the eighties and 
some said it helped them realize where the famous Akita sires actu-
ally came from. Once they had viewed legendary dogs like Sachmo, 
BigSon, and Widow-Maker, they replayed the tape and thought about 
the message.  It was repeated in my books and I’m flattered that it has 
been so widely quoted.   Update - Having judged Top Twenty at the 
2010 Akita National, it was especially gratifying to see that so many 
great breeders really “got it”!!!  I didn’t have to look at pedigrees to 
know who understood where the power was. 
 
Proving Genetics Statistically

For some people, the premise seems too simple. For those who rely on 
statistical data; Bill and I are owner-handlers who don’t “network,” have 
no dogs at public stud and keep fewer than four breeding age bitches, 
yet we’ve had over half of the Akita Hall Of Fame Producers including 
the All-Time #1 and #2 Sires, and two of our bitches are tied for the #1 
Dam All Time.  Many of our Top Ten Producers broke all show records 
and a few set new ones which still stand over two decades later. The 
“power of the dam” has also enabled us to produce top winners and/or 
producers in three other breeds so it is not just a trite saying; we know 
where the power is and how to use it. You can do likewise.

In the sixties, we noticed that most “dominant sires” (Dobermans, Rott-
weilers, etc.) produced greater numbers of outstanding bitches than 
they did sons. My mentor, Dorothy Gooch of Skyraider Dobermans, 
planted a seed that grew into a belief.  Questioning other breeders, I 
became convinced it was indeed the dam of a great sire who passed 
on genetic prowess. Taking it a step further, I noted that a stud was 
only as good as the bitches he served unless he was extremely domi-
nant in which case, it was his daughters that would earn him a reputa-
tion as a great sire. Sachmo is still the Top Sire of all Working Breeds 

from only 41 litters.  Thirty years later, some savvy people remember 
him for the long list of ROM bitches he sired rather than his 101 AKC 
Champions.

Now, through genetic science, we are able to prove what top breeders 
previously only “knew.”  It isn’t that the bitch influences a litter because 
she nourishes the pups, there’s a purely genetic reason why the dam 
contributes so much to a breeding program.  I’ve always been fasci-
nated by differences between dog breeders and livestock producers. 
The latter have exhaustive data on hardiness, weight, and reproductive 
ability because cattle, pigs, chickens, etc. are an economic crop. Com-
panion animal breeders have to muddle about without the economic 
incentives that spur great scientific advances. 
 
The Real Genetic X Factor

Now from the Thoroughbred industry comes a genetic revelation. It is 
soon to be proven that the female passes on intelligence and physical 
attributes through something I nicknamed the “X Factor” because as a 
lay person, I have to make up terms.  It seemed right though since the 
X chromosome is actually much larger than the Y (male) chromosome. 
Perhaps that is why it carries such a heavy genetic load. The female or 
X chromosome is responsible for most of the highly desirable charac-
teristics for which breeders strive. If a mare gets the magic double X, 
she is even more empowered to reliably produce outstanding progeny, 
including great sires. What we dog breeders have learned from each 
other, geneticists are finally confirming. 

So knowing that, how does one reach the pinnacle of success in dogs? 
There are two roads. The shortest route is buying and campaigning a 
great male. The other is buying a great bitch out of a great bitch, and 
using her wisely. It depends on whether one wants instant or long 
term gratification. Both goals are equally important, especially when it 
takes a sizeable budget to mount a successful campaign. A person may 
have to choose which goal is most satisfying because rarely is a person 
able to do both. The sport is healthy because there are dedicated fanci-
ers who campaign outstanding breed specimens created by the most 
talented of breeders.  It is a wonderful partnership.

If you have discovered that your forte’s study, nurturing, and creativ-
ity, then put your money and time into a great bitch that comes from 
a line of great bitches. She should become a ring star herself before 
being bred.  You will have to think carefully if she is of a late maturing 
breed. The question of whether to breed or show her first is always 
a tough one.  But one thing is as certain as anything ever is when it 
comes to genetic formula, if she is from a line of powerful bitches, 
she’ll give you males that not only win, but with a little luck and plan-
ning, those sires can pass on her qualities to your next generation. 
 
That is why “The Strength Of The Sire Is The Power Of The Dam.”  He 
had a powerful dam.  Aw shucks, we always knew that, we just needed 
the geneticists to confirm it.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Barbara “BJ” Andrews 
Copyright © NetPlaces, Inc. 
TheDogPlace.org - All Rights Reserved 
www.thedogplace.org/Genetics/Top-Breeder_Andrews-02.asp

The	Genetic	X	Factor
by Barbara “BJ” Andrews

The	real	secret	to	breeding	top-winning,	top-producing	AKC	champions		
in	any	breed	is	the	genetic	“X”	factor...		
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Defining Ethics, Morals and Values
We as Breeders evaluate a lot about other breeders. This one is not 
ethical, this one has no values. This breeder just did this and has no 
morals. It made me interested to see just what defines ethics, morals 
and values. I found this article and with permission by the author, and 
although not  specifically ‘dog related’, it still pertains to all of us. - The 
Editor

What is the difference between ethics, morals and values?

Let me start by stating that even among those who believe they know 
the answer to this question there is not total agreement. For many, the 
way you answer the question is a function of the academic discipline 
which shaped your thinking and the religious and/or theological 
underpinnings of your personal belief system. So in answering what 
seems like a simple question for which there must be a simple answer 
it becomes necessary to frame any response with an explanation.

I am answering this question from a businessman’s perspective. My 
philosopher, lawyer, theologian and academician friends repeatedly 
tell me that my definitions are too simplistic and lack rigor. On the 
other hand, their more sophisticated and rigorous definitions can ap-
pear to lack utility and fail to guide the business decisions that those 
of us in the real world face daily.

With that caveat and in reverse order from the question:

Values are our fundamental beliefs. They are the principles we use to 
define that which is right, good and just. Values provide guidance as 
we determine the right versus the wrong, the good versus the bad. 
They are our standards.

Consider the word “evaluate.”  When we evaluate something we com-
pare it to a standard. We determine whether it meets that standard or 
falls short, comes close or far exceeds. To evaluate is to determine the 
merit of a thing or an action as compared to a standard.

Typical values include honesty, integrity, compassion, courage, honor, 
responsibility, patriotism, respect and fairness.

Morals are values which we attribute to a system of beliefs, typically a 
religious system, but it could be a political system of some other set 
of beliefs. These values get their authority from something outside 
the individual- a higher being or higher authority (e.g. society). In the 
business world we often find ourselves avoiding framing our ethical 
choices in moral terms for fear that doing so might prove offensive 
(lacking in respect or compassion) to some. Many of us find our values 
are strongly influenced by our sense of morality - right as defined by 
a higher authority. Yet we refrain from citing that authority because 
doing so may seem less rational and more emotional to others who 
do not share our belief system. The lack of public reference to morals 
does not diminish the power of moral authority. Avoiding a morality-
based rationale is a social convention and one that is not universally 
practiced.

 By that definition one could categorize the values listed above (hon-
esty, integrity, compassion …) as “moral values” - values derived from 
a higher authority. That is a convenient way to differentiate them from 
what are often called utilitarian or business values, such as excellence, 
quality, safety, service, which define some elements of right and good 
in a business context.

Ethics is about our actions and decisions. When one acts in ways 
which are consistent with our beliefs (whether secular or derived from 
a moral authority) we will characterize that as acting ethically. When 
one’s actions are not congruent with our values - our sense of right, 
good and just - we will view that as acting unethically.

Defining what is ethical is not an individual exercise however. If it were 
then one could have argued that what Hitler did was ethical since his 
actions conformed to his definition of right, fair and good. The ethics 
of our decisions and actions is defined societally, not individually.

If society is dominated by a single religious or cultural belief system, 
as is the case in some countries, then what is ethical and what is moral 
may be defined as the same thing. In societies where there is not a 
monolithic belief system there can be very wide differences in opinion 
in society as to whether a given action is ethical (or moral).

Consider several of the long-standing national debates that are going 
on in the United States. Often the controversy is the result of people 
coming to a question from different moral positions or from different 
values. Take the very difficult question of abortion. If your religious be-
lief system defines abortion as taking a life then you cannot be ethical 
(acting in ways that are consistent with your values) and support the 
position that abortion is a woman’s individual choice. If your personal 
value system holds that control of one’s body is an inviolable personal 
right then the idea that others - individually or collectively - can im-
pose their will on you is antithetical to that right.

Culturally we also see differences as to how values are defined. In 
US society we stand against nepotism. We believe that a concern for 
fairness to all employees demands that large businesses protect their 
employees from the unfairness inherent in the situation where an 
individual supervises a member of his or her immediate family. The 
concern is for the inevitability of preferential treatment and/or the in-
appropriate sharing of personal/confidential information about others 
in the workplace. Fairness demands that nepotism not be tolerated. In 
the Arab world, nepotism is often viewed as an illogical concern. The 
cultural obligation to look after one’s family outweighs other concerns. 
Of course one would favor family. That is what family does. That is the 
right thing to do.

While I am not arguing that ethics is “situational” I am arguing that 
while we may agree on values, we may disagree as to which values 
apply or which actions best satisfy those values. Is it fair to treat each 
employee identically (equality) or is it fair to treat each employee ac-
cording to his or her needs (equity)? In our society we argue both.

And of course we have ethical dilemmas, where the choice is not 
between what we believe to be right and what we believe to be 
wrong, but between competing rights. The classic case: “Is it ethical to 
steal a loaf of bread to feed a starving child?”  The answer, “It depends.” 
But that is another article.

This material is reproduced with permission of Navran Associates and is intended 
for non-commercial use only - 2012

by Frank J. Navran
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It is the goal of the Westminster Kennel Club to present the best qual-
ity dog show ever, and to accomplish that, a number of changes are 
being implemented for the 2013 show. These changes are being made 
for the purpose of accommodating exhibitors and spectators with a 
return to a fully-benched dog show, something that has been the hall-
mark of the WKC Dog Show since its inception in 1877. So, back will 
come the plywood benching and signs on the walls, allowing specta-
tors to find a favorite breed or an individual dog that they want to see. 
The Westminster legacy of educating the public about purebred dogs 
and responsible ownership will come front and center once again.
Venues: Breed judging and benching will take place at Piers 92/94 
located at West 55th Street and the West Side Highway (12th Avenue), 
www.piers9294.com. , Monday and Tuesday, February 11 & 12, 2013. 
Group and Best In Show judging, as well as the Junior Showmanship 
Finals, will be held at Madison Square Garden as usual on Monday 
and Tuesday evenings. 

The Piers offer Westminster and Show Superintendent MB-F the ability 
to create a setting with 12 rings, lots of benching and plenty of space 
for exhibitors, spectators and vendors. The move to the Piers allows 
Westminster to increase its entry limit to 3,200 dogs.

Benching: All breed benching/judging and Junior Showmanship 
Preliminaries will take place at Piers 92/94. The Variety Group bench-
ing/ judging and Junior Showmanship Finals will be held at Madison 
Square Garden, both evenings. A layout of the venues will be included 
with the judging program.

At MSG, the benching space for our Best of Breed Winners will consist 
of individual 5’ x 5’ space for each dog along with an appropriately 
sized grooming table. Benching at MSG is required by 6 p.m. and is 
located, as usual, in the Expo Center.

In both locations, all dogs MUST be on their benches and must be 
able to be viewed by the public. Grooming will take place at the 
dog’s bench. There are no separate grooming areas. All dogs must be 
benched each day by 11:30 a.m..

Dogs entered for Junior Showmanship Only are not required to be 
benched.

Entries:  
Entries are limited to dogs that meet the following requirements:

1. The Invited Top Five Champions in each breed/variety based on 
the number of dogs defeated in breed competition only at AKC 
Licensed or Member shows held from January 1, 2012 through 
October 31, 2012, inclusive. 

2. The Invited Best of Breed winners of AKC Licensed or Member Na-
tional Breed Club Specialties held from January 1, 2012 through 
October 31, 2012, inclusive. 

3. Non-Invited dogs/bitches eligible for Best of Breed competition 
that have attained their Championship status prior to the sub-
mission of the entry for the dog. 

4. Non-Invited dogs/bitches eligible for Bred by Exhibitor, American 
Bred and Open classes that have won at least one major award 
prior to the submission of the entry. 

Junior Showmanship is not included in the Breed Entry Limit.

Westminster Kennel Club 2013 Dog Show

http://www.piers9294.com


BUILDING WINNING PEDIGREES
 Once upon a time, exhibitors could “get a handle” on what judges 
liked by the dogs awarded in the ring. They would then take a similar 
dog to that judge in the future.

Today, handlers, exhibitors, and breeders see little consistency in 
many judges’ selections.  Why do we see so many types in the same 
breed ring? Perhaps breeding to the breed standard is the “road less 
traveled.”

A breeding program must be built block by block. There is no fast track 
if one wants to consistently produce winners. A winning bloodline 
moves forward through carefully chosen individuals having a particu-
lar virtue.  Once “socked in,” those virtues surface with uniformity in 
the offspring.  These dogs will have the ability to reproduce such traits 
even if bred to an outcross bitch.

Sadly, too many breeders get lost in a pretty face, eye, and coat. By 
giving priority to a specific preference, one easily snatches defeat from 
the jaws of victory. Keeping an unsound dog solely for a pretty head 
is NOT smart. Heads can be improved in one generation but trailing 
along are the undesirables. If they don’t appear immediately, rest as-
sured the genes are lurking in the pedigree and will strike with venom.

Building pedigrees of sound individuals is difficult at best. Some 
faults plague a breeding program for generations. Virtues may be so 
prevalent, they surface with regularity but with every bloodline comes 
the “good, the bad and the ugly.”  Why issue it a personal invitation? 
Ignoring and accepting pieces and parts evolves as kennel blindness 
and often sets type within a kennel. Unfortunately, many breeders 
can’t recognize a type in their own kennel, but can certainly comment 
regarding a competitors’ kennel.

The same blindness is seen in judges who unintentionally take the 
knowledge of their own breed into the ring and apply it to a different 
breed. Careful judges attempt to analyze and prioritize each breed 
to its own standard. If they don’t, the breed suffers. Body shape, top 
line, proper size, and breed specific movement must be considered in 
all breeds. There is an undeniable “look” that distinguishes one breed 
from another. Some refer to it is a “look of eagles” and others call it 
nobility but it is a blending of outline and symmetry. Great Danes,  
Dobermans, German Shepherds, and Boxers have that undeniable 
look! The good ones reek of breed type. A knowledgeable judge can 
see it from a mile away. A sound dog lacks correct type if it doesn’t 
have this particular look. On the other hand, having the look is no 
excuse for unsoundness.

If breeders pick puppies on a single virtue, soundness may fall by the 
wayside. IF one picks the puppy that reflects such virtues and still is 
sound, these virtues will become part of the bloodline and the faults 
will not tag along in the breeding program. Every breeder has his or 
her idea regarding breeding practices, but one thing is sure. If one 
loses the front or a powerful rear, they may NEVER get it back.

It does take time for desired genes to “click” in a breeding program. 
The “wrong turn” makes the blue ribbons few and far between. If one 
is lucky enough to win with a virtue, eventually other issues will need 
to be addressed in that bloodline or wins will become harder to get. 
Some blame this on poor judging rather than accepting the responsi-
bility for a breeding program “gone south.”

For a reality check, compare your dog to the competition while sitting 
ringside. How does it stack up to the class winners? If your dog is dif-
ferent, don’t change your breeding program to fit what wins that day. 
This may be fleeting at best. This IS a sport of diverse opinions and 
it is only one judge’s opinion. When a judge of distinction and good 
reputation gives your dog a blue ribbon, it confirms the direction of 
your breeding program, so hang in there.

Kennel blindness slips in under the fog of good intentions. It’s dif-
ficult to identify and harder to “weed out.”  The bright side is a litter of 
puppies gives us choices. Pets recoup some of the expenses. As horse 
breeders, we know there is ONE foal. Research of pedigree and genetic 
problems as well as viewing offspring is mandatory. Being past rabbit
breeders, we ate our mistakes. The bottom line is this. Dogs and horses 
are for the long run. Therefore, proper selection of both studs, bitch, 
and puppies must be taken seriously if a bloodline is to become a suc-
cessful breeding program.

Don’t try to second guess a judge. Do your homework and be selec-
tive when entering. The best thing about dogs is the variety. We have 
choice of color, temperament, type, and our dogs have the ability 
to compete in many venues. Canine education and involvement is 
unending. The AKC continuously adds new breeds. The breeder is then 
challenged to breed to a particular standard or blueprint. This is excit-
ing in itself. The responsibility of a true dog judge is to find that dog 
representing the standard and to reward it accordingly.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
E. Katie Gammill &
www.thedogpress.com
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What Your Dog Says About You
If you saw a biker dude walking a Rottweiler with a spiked leather col-
lar, or a Coco Chanel clone with a perfectly clipped Poodle on a Shan-
tung silk leash, you would have little difficulty seeing how those dogs 
were a good reflection of their owners. But what about your own dog? 
What kind of portrait of you does your canine companion paint? You 
may not have thought about it, but the fact is that everything about 
your dog-its breed, size, personality, training, diet, grooming, and so 
on-reveals a great deal about you, for better or for worse. 

Puppy impulsive?
Let’s start with how you got your dog. If you bought a puppy from a 
pet store, chances are you’re new to dogs, as most long-time dog own-
ers are aware that responsible breeders will not sell dogs to pet stores, 
making the origin and breeding of a pet store pup rather question-
able. It could also mean that you are impulsive (saw that doggie in the 
window, had to have it!), as opposed to someone who methodically 
researches bloodlines, show records, breeders’ reputations, etc.

The more methodical person would probably buy from a breeder, 
so if that’s what you did, we can assume that you think before taking 
action, and that you are a person who has distinct preferences. And, 
since dogs from breeders can fetch top dollar, you are likely not in the 
poorhouse.

Then there are those people who rescue strays or adopt dogs from 
shelters. These folks tend to be compassionate and are not afraid to 
take chances or let their emotions guide them in making decisions.

Purebred planner?
There are also some general differences between “purebred people” 
and “mutt people.” Stanley Coren, a noted psychologist and author of 
several popular dog books, including Why We Love the Dogs We Do, 
says: “In the past, purebred dogs were an issue of status. Today I would 
judge people who get purebreds as individuals who like to plan their 
lives and think ahead. The value of a purebred is that you can predict, 
not only what a dog will look like, but its temperament and behavior 
as well.

On the other hand, people who adopt dogs from a person they know 
are often doing so out of caring for the person who had to give the 
dog up, while those who adopt dogs from a shelter often do so, in 
part, with the idea that they are ‘saving a life.’  Both are acting from the 
heart, and are probably showing a tendency to be warm and em-
pathic.”

In addition, since one can’t really predict what a mixed-breed puppy 
will be like at maturity, owners of mutt puppies must be able to trust 
fate and be willing to take a chance. Mutt lovers may therefore be 
more easy going and accepting of imperfections than those who 
prefer purebreds.

Neat freak?
Another aspect of your dog that tells people something about you is 
its hair type and the grooming requirements that go with it. As Coren 
explains, “Fastidious people with neat, well-kept homes seldom have 
large, hairy dogs that shed. In my home, where two out of three of my 
dogs have long hair, we have come to accept the fact that dog hair is a 
condiment.”  Thus, if you have a hairy, shedding dog, you are likely not 
terribly fussy and you don’t worry too much about being judged by 
others who may not share your nonchalance.

House-proud types are much more likely to get a nonshedding dog 
like a Poodle or a Bichon Frise. Coren adds that “People who get dogs 
that require special grooming, especially fancy clipping- such as 
Poodles-are often people who care a great deal about their own ap-
pearance and grooming.”

Toy collector?
Size also matters when it comes to deciphering a person by his or her 
pooch. Those same fastidious folks who cringe at the thought of dog 
hair on the décor are also likely to grow faint at the thought of large, 
dirty paws and the puddles of drool that can go along with big dogs, 
so they will most often stick to the smaller breeds. Big dogs also typi-
cally require more exercise, so owners of such dogs are generally those 
that like to be active in the outdoors, people who are probably more 
interested in sports than in designer drapes.

Then, of course, there is the macho factor: big dogs appeal to the 
male ego in ways that even the snappiest armpit piranha never could. 
As Coren says, “People often choose dogs to reflect their own body 
image. Big men or men who feel that they are tough, powerful, or in 
control seem to like big dogs, and little dainty women seem to like 
small dogs. However, there are always exceptions-thus Jack Nicholson 
has a flock of Shih Tzus.”

By Susan Kauffmann 

What your dog eats 
provides others with a glimpse 

into your personality
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Bedroom softy?
How about your dog’s living and sleeping quarters? A dog that has the 
run of the entire house probably belongs to a caring person who sees 
a dog as a member of the family. The owner of a dog kept outside, 
locked into a kennel, or kept on a chain, may lack empathy or see a 

dog as more of a possession than a friend or family mem-
ber. If Precious sleeps on her own, custom-made, canopied 
velvet bed, you are indulgent and likely have no children; if 
Fido beds down snuggled up next to you, you are likely to 
be soft-hearted and affectionate.

Health-food hound?
Even what your dog eats provides others with a glimpse 
into your personality. If you cook or prepare your dog’s food 
yourself, this indicates that you are highly health conscious 
and you probably eat healthy foods yourself. You might also 
be a bit of a skeptic, as you doubt the claims made by dog 
food companies who say their foods are healthy for your 
dog. You have likely read one or more books on dog nutri-
tion, suggesting that you are educated and self-directed. 
However, this doesn’t mean that a person who buys their 
dog’s food is a naïve hillbilly whose idea of haute cuisine 
is a freshly opened bag of pork rinds. What we can deduce 
about owners who buy canned or kibbled foods is that 
they appreciate convenience and have a general faith as 
consumers.

While it may not always be true that dogs and their owners 
resemble one another in a physical sense, there is certainly 
a great deal that people can learn about us by looking at 
our dogs. For good or for bad, our dogs and the way we 
treat them reflect our personalities, our preferences, and 
our lifestyles. So, what does your doggie mirror say about 
you? 

Susan Kauffmann is a freelance writer living in Langley, B.C. 
Her enormous, hairy, friendly, raw-food-eating dog has plenty 
to say about her, but for now he’s keeping (Mala)mute

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
moderndogmagazine.com

Antisocial animal?
Your dog’s personality provides yet another glimpse into what kind of 
person you are. Friendly, outgoing dogs usually have sociable, outgo-
ing owners, while more standoffish dogs often belong to less gregari-
ous individuals. “Shy and less-secure people often want a dog that is 
only attentive to them, and proves to them that they are somehow 
special,” says Coren.

A suspicious person will also want a dog that is attentive only to them, 
and will foster that dog’s suspicion of other people. Such people may 
be attracted to the guard dog breeds, but as Coren explains, there 
is more than one type attracted to the guarding breeds. “The two 
extremes of people who like guard dogs are those who want a dog to 
make them look as tough as they feel they are, and those who worry 
about the state of their world and want a dog to protect them.”
Think about your dog’s training (or lack thereof ), as well, if you’re won-
dering what people will assume about you from your dog. According 
to Coren, “A poorly trained dog often says that the owner doesn’t 
spend enough time with the dog, or that the owner really doesn’t 
have much empathy with other people, so he or she is not bothered 
by the fact the dog is pestering or annoying others.”

A highly trained dog, on the other hand, can be evidence that a per-
son simply loves interacting and working with their dog, or it can be a 
sign that a person has a strict or controlling personality. As for aggres-
sive dogs, Coren says, “If a dog has a persistent aggression problem 
and is encouraged by the owner in such behavior, it is likely that the 
owner has a persistent hostility problem of his own.”
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BREED FOR IMPROVEMENT NOT WINNERS

It is easy to become lost in the purpose of breeding quality dogs. For 
some, the attraction of the bright lights, the glamour and the glitz 
cause them to stray from the path. Developing a bloodline that is 
well considered and that is a positive influence for the breed takes 
considerable discipline. Too often, the seemingly slow and carefully 
orchestrated effort to improve a breed is crossed up with the immedi-
ate desire to breed that one big winner and become famous.

The breeder’s pledge must be to harbor and safeguard the breed. No 
breed is in perfect shape when the breeder happens upon it and none 
shall be perfect when they leave. But to leave a breed in better shape 
than it was when you came upon it is the greatest compliment. To im-
prove type, movement, temperament and health must be the bottom 
line for every committed breeder.

Such accomplishment takes a long-range plan that is carefully 
thought through. It requires dedication and purpose. All too often, 
we are sidetracked by our desire to breed to the latest big winner, and 
then to the next and the next. Before long the pedigree is a long list of 
“who’s who” that have no relationship to each other, other than they 
found success in the ring. What is key to learn (and to believe) is suc-
cess in the ring is not an automatic indication of the dog’s true quality. 
We all wish one indicated the other but that is too easy. It would 
require the removal of human fallacy to be accomplished!

Dogs do not excel for all the same reasons. Consequently, you can’t 
simply breed one big winner to another and produce more big win-
ners. Every feature and their nature of inheritance must be studied 
and understood before you can “manage” the inheritance variables. 
Once you gain this skill, you are on the road to producing a great line 
of winners.

TO THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE

The breeding of fine purebred dogs should be considered the pursuit 
of perfection - it is not the maintenance of it. All dogs have faults, all 
dogs are less than ideal in some ways and areas. If not, the “ideal” has 
not been well enough conceived. It is very easy to fall into the trap of 
being defensive about one’s own dogs. This usually happens because 
what we assume to be correct is challenged by another as being less 
so.

Listed in this article are some axioms that I have created as a learning 
tool. These axioms are reflections of the temptations we face on a daily 
basis as dog breeders. If one were to make a similar list for any human en-
deavor, I doubt it would differ much from what I have listed. I think this list 
is one that we should all review from time to time, for it requires maturity 
and self-confidence to master-something we all should continue to hone 
throughout our lives. The ultimate payoff is the ability to succeed in and to 
enjoy our dog breeding careers.

ENJOY YOUR DOGS

The primary reason anyone becomes involved with dog breeding and 
showing is a fundamental love of dogs. We treasure the companion-
ship, the never failing loyalty, the delight they exude. We love to have 
them on our beds. Their eagerness to face the new day, even when 
we wake them up at dreadful hours, provides us a wonderment that 
brings back the exuberance of childhood. They forgive us when we 
lose our temper, when we are impatient, when we are far less than 
they are. They bring out the best of ourselves, they nurture the “big” 
us. Unfortunately, dog breeding and exhibiting can tempt our “little” 
selves. It can feed a fragile ego until it becomes a raging ego. Often, 
this need to feel we are better than our fellow man is expressed in our 
possessions. We need to have the biggest winner, the producer of the 
most champions, the most champion puppies. We buy, we co-own, 
we collect. Soon we have no time for dog pleasures, no time to play or 
rub a grateful belly, no time to stroke a patient brow. Soon we have no 
room for more dogs; we stack them and crate them and store them as 
though they were baubles that have no meaning but to make us feel 
important. We lose our ability to love. Dog showing and breeding is a 
great vocation. It is creative and challenging and very rewarding. But 
we must never expect our hobby to take the place of a psychologist’s 
work. We must never expect an unhealthy mental state to be cured by 
self-indulgence. Far too many people take to showing and breeding 
for the wrong reasons. Their houses go to ruin, their bank accounts 
evaporate, their credit hits the skids, their spouses and children are 
left to survive on their own as the breeder pursues their own mani-
festation of what they perceive to prove their self-worth. Being a dog 
breeder is a huge commitment. It means we should assign ourselves 
the role of lifetime student. It means we will be humbled in count-
less ways and in countless circumstances. It means our lessons will 
be of the hard knock variety if we are to truly learn them. It means 
frustration, long hours, late nights and early mornings. It means never 
getting to sleep-in again. It means finding friendships - some of which 
will last for a lifetime and some of which will founder, being built on 
social advantage. It means being quoted and misquoted and having 
words put in your mouth. It means being given ample opportunity to 
be as “small” as a human being can be. But, hopefully, it can provide 
an opportunity to learn to be “big,” to be generous, inquisitive, and 
adventurous. We should never ask ourselves if we are envied or impor-
tant or successful. Those questions are meaningless. At the end of the 
day, we should ask ourselves, “Am I proud of the person I’ve become?” 
What we must always be are dog lovers. We must be their advocates. 
We must ensure the life of every dog we breed and every dog we own 
is fulfilled and an illustration of humanity at its finest hour. Our vanity 
must not be stroked by having our pictures in a magazine or seeing 
our name on some ranking system. Our self-worth must come from 
knowing we provide our dogs a life of love, of pleasure, and of happi-
ness.
 

Foundations	of	a
by Jonathan Jeffrey Kimes

Successful	Dog	Breeder
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DEAL WITH OTHERS AS YOU WOULD HAVE THEM DEAL 
WITH YOU

Sounds a bit like the golden rule that we learn in childhood. Yet it is 
amazing how many people forget this very important axiom. In deal-
ing with others, regardless of the matter, think always of the other 
person’s position. I have heard repeatedly, people state how they were 
burned in a co-ownership agreement. All too often the agreement is 
geared toward benefiting one party (often the seller) over another. 
Written agreements somehow are tainted as being only needed in 
a contentious situation. This is the first misconception. Not having a 
written agreement should be the very rare exception, not the reverse. 
Too often, should a worthwhile puppy be produced from one of 
these undefined arrangements, the fight is on for possession. Before 
contemplating selling a dog on a co-ownership or leasing it or offering 
stud service for a puppy back, you should think through what exactly 
you expect and desire from such an arrangement. Too often, these 
business dealings occur in the spur of the moment during a telephone 
conversation, and the deal is struck before either party has really 
had an opportunity to think it through. For some reason, rather than 
rethinking the situation, we tend to try to follow through on such an 
ill-conceived arrangement only to end up bitter enemies in the end. If 
people would stop and think about the likely end result, they would 
realize the best possible thing to protect the friendship is to have a 
written understanding.

It is very rare a litter is going to have more than one star if any at all. 
Consequently, it is important to understand who is going to own that 
super puppy, should it appear. People are too willing to tear apart rela-
tionships should one person seem to benefit a bit more than another. 
This is too sad and is reflective of the self-benefit motivation that all 
too many find as the driving force for their actions. When pressed, it is 
far better to give than to receive.

It is far better to let the other seemingly benefit than to destroy a 
relationship and acquire the reputation of being disreputable and self- 
centered, if for no other reason than it makes you grow as a human 
being, which is probably a fair trade off in the long run.

BY GIVING YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE

Another pitfall breeders often experience is the inability to celebrate 
others’ successes. While certainly we feel the route we are taking is the 
best way to approach that utopian plateau of breed perfection, there 
are actually many routes to that same goal. It takes nothing at all away 
from our own accomplishments to recognize the accomplished efforts 
of other breeders.

This inability and unwillingness to appreciate other’s efforts usually 
comes from having made a decision not to breed to certain bloodlines 
or deal with certain persons. When such a kennel then produces a 
success, it is difficult for us to acknowledge such an achievement for 
we tend to find that inconsistent with our opinion of that particular 
person or family of dogs. It takes quite an honest and secure person to 
recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of others.

While it is probably good advice to hold our criticisms closer to our 
chest, recognizing another’s achievement only brings good things. By 
being someone who can see the virtues in breeding lines other than 
your own, you gain a reputation of fairness and objectivity that is a 
very rare pearl in dogdom. You may find, over time, your point of view 
and your philosophies are taken with much greater weight when oth-
ers do not perceive them to have originated in a mind consumed with 
self aggrandizement. Thus, by doing so you lose nothing and yet you 
gain so very much.

This disharmony causes confusion in our mind and ultimately unhap-
piness. To right ourselves, we often become defensive and try to rid 
ourselves of that which is causing us the discomfort - namely the 
opinion that does not complement our own.

We must realize that “truth” is the ultimate standard by which our 
decisions should be made. In most cases, a roached back is a roached 
back, whether we choose to recognize it as such or not. Consequently, 
the best way for us to not be put into a position of being unhappily 
surprised is to pursue knowledge relentlessly to ensure our opinion is 
as accurate and close to the “truth” as possible.

This knowledge is gained in many ways, one of which is learning from 
fellow breeders. We must fight the urge to make up our minds about 
something and refuse to consider another viewpoint. Indeed, we 
do not make decisions based on facts when we are first learning, we 
are depending upon what we perceive to be the expertise of others 
to provide that for us. If that so-called expertise is, in fact, faulty, our 
whole knowledge base is called into question. And that causes us 
great anxiety.

The best place to sit is in the seat of the knowledge seeker. Whenever 
provided with an opinion that is different than the one You currently 
hold, always seek to understand the viewpoint of the other. Why does 
the person perceive something differently than you? Understanding 
another’s point of view can be the road to greater knowledge. If you 
shut that door and do not entertain the prospect of learning some-
thing different than what you think is truth you will never actually 
recognize the truth and you will not succeed in your goal.

Quite honestly, you should be more critical of your dogs than anyone 
else could possibly be. That is not to say you should attribute faults 
to your dogs they do not possess, but your evaluation must be as 
detailed as possible and you must strive to see clearly their true faults 
and virtues. From this comes the map to success.
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There is no honor in “adjusting” reality to give you the appearance of 
achieving something you have not. Politicking for wins will not make 
your dogs any better than they are. Faking your dogs will not make 
them any better than they are. You may think you can fool the world, 
but you will ultimately pay the price. No one wants to be a pretender. 
And yet, some of the worst pretenders are people who seem to be 
infatuated with spreading rumors about other people and dogs. These 
people live in glass houses and invariably they know it. The breeding 
of dogs is not about how you impress the neighbors, your peers or 
anyone else.

It is the expression of your love of dogs and your personal pursuit in 
creating an art. You cannot lie about the art you create; you cannot lie 
to yourself.

While this list, I am quite sure, sounds like a sermon from the mount, 
it encompasses the many pitfalls that we dog breeders face every day. 
Some of us are equipped to navigate these disturbances better than 
others, but all of us CAN navigate them. We are all tested from time to 
time, even the most educated, psychologically balanced, intelligent 
and honest amongst us. There are times when it feels much better to 
zing someone who has been hurtful, to control those whom we feel 
do not have the proper motivation, to become the ones who attract 
the adulation. Only through careful thought and well-considered ac-
tion can we hope to become better people and therefore better dog 
breeders.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Jonathan Jeffrey Kimes

MAKE USE OF OTHERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS

One of the worst situations a breeder can find her/ himself in is to 
partition themselves off from another kennel or bloodline. It is highly 
unlikely that all improvements toward the perfection of a breed are 
going to come from one single kennel or bloodline. Like flowers in the 
field, they will spring up in various places. The clever breeder is the 
one who knows how to pick from all the field those who will make the 
ultimate, sublime bouquet. And to do this, you must be able to use the 
strengths of other kennels and bloodlines. Breeders will tend to have 
certain biases; and quite honestly, there are certain strengths and 
weaknesses in most bloodlines. While you may feel you have achieved 
the highest ground in certain areas, there will doubtless be other areas 
in which your dogs and bloodlines are less strong than others. Not 
to recognize this fact is to ensure you will plateau quite early in your 
breeding career. And by that I mean you will stabilize and go no fur-
ther. You must always keep a watchful eye for that very special bloom 
that will enhance your bouquet.

It is this sophisticated combining of families without losing the good 
points of your own bloodline that strengthen a kennel and move it 
forward in breed importance. It takes careful consideration, orchestra-
tion and pruning to come to fruition.

YOU ARE ONLY AS GOOD AS YOUR MORALS

My last axiom addresses the whole issue of morality. It has many facets 
and many ways of expressing itself. Spreading rumors, the accuracy of 
which might be doubtful, is one very good example. Selling dogs on 
co-ownerships as a means to control other breeders is certainly an-
other. Accusing other lines of genetic problems while being less than 
entirely honest about your own is yet another. In all, it goes to the very 
core of who we are. Do we know right from wrong? Do we practice 
right in all circumstances? Dog breeding is not about that one great 
win or that one great winner. It is about breed improvement over 
time, it is about protecting a breed. Too many people are in search of 
some kind of sign of their self-worth and they think they will obtain 
some special level of respect and honor if they have a big winner. Dog 
breeding is a lifetime’s work. It is a continuum of which, no matter 
how quickly you want to “put yourself on the map,” will ultimately be a 
reflection of your true character. To wit, you can’t fool all of the people 
all of the time.
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  The PastFrom
  A Blast

I have been requested to submit some notes relating to the origin of 
the Australian Terrier. For some years I have read articles which have 
claimed that various breeds have contributed to the synthesis of the 
Aussie and they have provided most interesting reading.

The Australian Terrier was originally known as the Broken Coated 
Terrier. The name was changed to the Australian Rough Coated Terrier 
in 1889 and a specialist club was formed to draw up a Standard and 
to foster that breed. He was exhibited first as the former at the main 
Australian shows and enjoyed quite a varied classification. The classes 
provided included color and weight divisions. Under seven pounds 
and seven pounds and over were allotted to each of the three color 
groups.

The colors catered for were:

1. Rough Coated Terrier BLUE
2. Rough Coated Terrier SANDY
3. Rough Coated Terrier ANY OTHER COLOR EXCEPT BLUE OR SANDY 

The last mentioned class, no doubt, catered for the Blue and the Tans, 
and as appeared at that time, black and Tans.

Most interesting were some of the pedigrees which claimed an  
IMPORTED parent. Take for example Pelham Napper - this dog was  
exhibited in the seven pounds and over in the Blue Class and won 
V.H.C. This dog claimed as his sire Pelham Scottie IMPORTED.  Bir Twig, 
another exhibit at the same show, had for his dam Jolly IMPORTED. At 
this time the Victorian Poultry and Dog Society held their annual exhi-
bition - the chief winner was a kennel mate to Bir Twig, just mentioned.  
Bir Pincher repeated his win of Special for best Rough Coated Terrier 
at the show of the previous year in 1886, he was then two years old. 
His color was described as DEEP BLUE GREY and he was advertised as 
a Rough Coated SCOTCH Terrier. Bir Twig was entered in the class for 
Sandies and was described by his owner as a rich fawn.

There is no doubt whatever, that the breed originated from:

The Manchester Terrier
The Skye Terrier
The Rough Coated Terrier
The Dandie Dinmont

At different times the Yorkshire Terrier was introduced, some years later 
the Irish Terrier and of recent years the Cairn Terrier. But these were 
used well after the breed was established and were more in the nature 
of experiments to secure either color or to reduce or control size. It is 
claimed that the popular color in the Scotch Terrier in the early days 
was a red and from this variety emanated the Irish Terrier, perhaps 
indirectly. The Yorkshire Terrier is descended from the Skye, so that 
these breeds were only a slight variation of the progenitors which were 
originally used. I must mention that the breed was already recognized 
before the Irish Terriers came to this country and this applies also to 
Yorkshire Terriers and, of course, it was many years later when the Cairn 
Terriers were imported. I have reliable knowledge that some of the 
best specimens were bred from ‘black and tan’  bitches. Do not confuse 
Scotch with the later variety Scottish.

It has been suggested that the Bedlington Terrier was utilized at one 
stage, but I seriously doubt whether it had any lasting effect. Its use 
certainly was not general and, no doubt, just another experiment 
to which the breed was subjected. The Irish Terrier first appeared in 
Australia in 1883, whiles the earliest records of any importation of York-
shire Terriers were of Prince of Leeds and Queen of Leeds, which were 
first prize winners at the Crystal Palace in 1891. The Bedlington and the 
Dandie are, no doubt, connected in their early family trees and, I sub-
mit that what has suggested the Bedlington influence is really from the 
Dandie. The influence credited to the Irish Terrier is from his progenitor 
the Red Scotch Terrier, that of the Yorkshire Terrier, more correctly, from 
his ancestor the Skye Terrier. 

The characteristic top knot has, no doubt, come through this influence 
of the Dandie Dinmont, which also remembered to pass on the legacy 
of the bad Australian Terrier front, which, fortunately, is now fast 
disappearing.

The	Origins	of	the	Australian	Terrier														
Written	approx.	50	years	ago	by		

Fred	D	David	Brisbane,	Qld	
He	was	a	distinguished		

all-breeds	judge		
&	owner	of	Aussies
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with a successful breeding, but at least it was only a lost box and not 
your prized dog.  You may need to arrange for an additional shipment 
if notified of this minor catastrophe.  The shipping clinic can provide 
you with the tracking number. 

FRESH CHILLED SEMEN COLLECTION TO BE SHIPPED TO 
YOUR BITCH:

1. Prior to the estrus you plan to breed her on, your bitch should 
have vaccinations updated, worming completed, and a complete 
physical examination. Your veterinarian will take a breeding 
history, do a vaginal exam and cultures if indicated.  A Brucella 
test should be run within the 3 months prior to breeding. Health 
screening tests such as OFA and CERF should have been com-
pleted in advance.  At the time estrus begins, it is not possible 
to initiate testing and receive results in time for a breeding. The 
same should hold true for the stud dog – Brucella testing, OFA 
and CERF.  If he has not recently sired a litter, he should have a 
semen analysis with test chill performed. 

2. Contact both veterinary offices at the first sign your bitch is in 
estrus. It is a good idea to have her seen in the first 5 days of her 
estrus for a vaginal cytology to assess that she is truly early in her 
cycle and has not come into estrus silently.  Your veterinarian will 
schedule her for sequential vaginal cytologies and progesterone 
testing based on this cytology and her reproductive history. 

3. At this time, you should contact the collecting veterinarian to 
determine how the semen will be shipped and provide them with 
your veterinary clinic’s address and phone number for shipping.  
In some cases, they will have supplies in stock at their hospital.  In 
other cases, you may need to arrange to send out a shipping kit 
to the stud dog owner’s veterinarian.   These charges will be put 
on the credit card of the bitch’s owner. 

4. Locate a collecting veterinarian that has experience in collecting 
semen or is interested in working with you.  Be sure the stud dog 
owner’s collecting veterinarian labels the TUBE with the owner’s 
name, the dog’s name, AKC number, and date and time of collec-
tion.  Many clinics receive multiple semen shipments on the same 
day, and need this information to be assured the correct semen is 
being used on your bitch.  

5. At the time ovulation is about to occur (based on a progesterone 
level of 4 to 8 ng/ml), your clinic will advise you to contact the 
owner of the stud dog to arrange for collection and shipment.  
On weekdays, an overnight courier service such as FedEx or UPS 
can be used.  On holidays and weekends, airline counter-to-coun-
ter or the US Postal Service may need to be used.  At shipment, 
you should request the air bill or tracking numbers should a ship-
ment need to be tracked. 

6. Your clinic will arrange an appointment for your bitch to come in 
for insemination. Inseminations can be done vaginally, by trans-
cervical insemination, or surgically.  This can repeated in 24 to 48 
hours to improve the chances of conception.  Your bitch should 
be encouraged to urinate prior to insemination and kept quiet/
crated for 2 hours post-insemination.

For approximately 40 years, veterinarians have had the technology 
to freeze or chill semen for insemination at a remote time and/or 
distance.  Early on, veterinarians’ success in turning these breedings 
into pregnancies has been limited by the ability to pinpoint the exact 
moment in time that the insemination should occur.  Recently, more 
accurate and more accessible progesterone testing has increased suc-
cess in producing pregnancies with distant inseminations.

FRESH CHILLED SEMEN COLLECTION TO BE SHIPPED FROM 
YOUR STUD DOG TO A REMOTE SITE: 

1. Contact both veterinarians you will be working with as early in 
the bitch’s estrus as possible to assure staff and shipping methods 
are available when needed.  Be sure to have the recipient’s ad-
dress (typically a veterinary clinic)  available.   

2. Confirm the dog and bitch are both in good health, have had 
health screening, such as OFA and CERF, completed in advance, 
negative Brucella tests in the past 3 months, and are current on 
immunizations and preventive worming.  Consider having a se-
men analysis and test chill done on the male to be used to assure 
he is currently fertile. 

3. Upon confirmation of the date(s) the semen is to be shipped, call 
your veterinary clinic to schedule an appointment.  Collections 
for shipment are best done early in the day to allow adequate 
time for courier service to arrange for pickup.  This will help assure 
timely delivery of the semen.  The semen, once collected, is viable 
for 24 to 36 hours; delayed insemination reduces the chance of a 
breeding resulting in a pregnancy.  The inseminating veterinar-
ian also needs time to schedule the bitch for insemination. Let 
both veterinary clinics know if additional semen shipments are 
requested. Typically, using fresh chilled semen, two collections 
are made and shipped. 

4. DNA testing of the stud dog is now required (if not previously 
done) to register the litter with the AKC.  This test is a simple 
cheek swab which can be collected at the appointment.  Your 
signature and payment are required for submission to the AKC.  
A color DNA certificate, which includes your dog’s DNA profile 
number, will be mailed directly to you.  

5. To complete the AKC paperwork for insemination with fresh 
chilled semen, you will need your dog’s registered name and AKC 
number and, if previously DNA profiled, his DNA profile number.   

6. Payment for the service of collecting and shipping the semen 
is usually made by the owner of the bitch.  Payment is usually 
required prior to shipping the semen.   Charges are usually for 
collection, packaging, and shipping with an overnight service. 
The package contains only canine semen and gel packs, not dry 
ice. If necessary, counter-to-counter shipment may be an option. 
This requires that the shipper has known shipper status with a 
specific airline. The breeders on both ends are responsible for 
travel to and from the airport.  

7. Remember, at times, delays in receiving the semen can occur due 
to problems with inclement weather, or lost or misdirected ship-
ments.  Keep in mind, this is an inconvenience and may interfere

Steps To Successful Artificial Insemination                                                                                                             

by Marty Greer D.V.M.
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7.     Remember to regard your frozen semen as a finite and valuable  
         asset.  Release it with forethought.  It should remain viable for  
         many years – make arrangements accordingly in your will.

BREEDING YOUR BITCH WITH FROZEN SEMEN:
Breeding with frozen semen is less forgiving, more complicated and 
more expensive than other breedings.  It can also be very rewarding 
utilizing the genetics of stud dogs of a by-gone era. 

REMEMBER THESE HIGH POINTS:
•	 You are using semen that is expensive and is likely limited in 

availability.  Use this finite resource wisely.  
•	 Timing the bitch’s cycle must be precise, and the insemination 

window is approximately 12 to 24 hours.  Follow your veterinar-
ian’s guidelines carefully. 

•	 Anesthesia and surgery are used for most frozen inseminations.  
Consider the benefits versus the risks before embarking on this.  

1. As with any breeding, be sure your bitch is current on her vacci-
nations , has her pre-breeding screening, and is in good health.  It 
is preferred to use frozen semen on a young bitch.  Aged bitches 
tend to release fewer eggs and have decreased fertility.   

2. Arrange for the frozen semen to be released prior to your bitch’s 
heat or early in her cycle.  The owner of the semen, usually the 
stud dog owner, must sign a release form.  Shipping costs from 
the storage facility are usually due in advance of release, and the 
owner of the bitch usually will pay the release fee, overnight ship-
ping, portable semen shipping tank rental, and return shipping of 
the tank to the storage facility. 

3. Contact your veterinarian’s office at the FIRST SIGN that your 
bitch is in heat. Her first appointment should be within the first 
6 days of her estrus for a vaginal cytology to confirm that she is 
early in her estrus.  Your veterinarian will plan sequential vaginal 
cytologies and progesterone testing based on this cytology and 
her reproductive history.   

4. Progesterone tests should be run frequently, approximately every 
24 to 48 hours as ovulation nears.  LH levels may also be ordered. 
Pre-surgical blood work should be drawn at one of these visits in 
preparation for anesthesia. 

5. Your veterinary clinic will schedule your bitch for insemina-
tion. In some instances, transcervical insemination (TCI) may be 
preferred. For a surgical insemination, she will receive general an-
esthetic.  Once she is under anesthesia, a midline incision is made 
similar to that for a spay.  The uterus will be exteriorized, and 
examined, semen placed in the lumen, the uterus repositioned 
into the abdomen, and the abdominal wall and skin closed.  She 
will be recovered from anesthesia and discharged the same day.  
She should be kept quiet and crated for a minimum of 4 hours 
post-op.  She should rest for several days post-op.   

6. At day 24 to 28, she should be scheduled for an ultrasound for 
early diagnosis of pregnancy. 

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
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7.     The collecting veterinarian may use UPS or FedEx. On holidays or 
         weekends, counter-to-counter at the airlines may be used.  The  
         owner of the bitch and stud dog will need to arrange to have the  
         shipment at the airport at least 2 hours prior to departure to get  
         the shipment loaded.  The shipper must have known shipper  
         status with any airline you use.  Be sure to state, if you are  
         questioned, that you are shipping semen in a Styrofoam shipper  
         on ice packs (no dry ice is used – this is a hazardous material).  

8.     Twenty-four to 28 days post-insemination, we recommend your  
        bitch be palpated and/or ultrasounded to establish is she has    
        become pregnant.  This is an important piece of medical  
        information to establish a reproductive history.  If she is pregnant,  
        this is the time to change her diet to a high-quality performance  
        diet, line up supplies for whelping, and arrange for someone to be  
        available for whelping assistance.

Fees for these services include: Serial vaginal cytologies and proges-
terone levels; inseminations(s);   palpation/ultrasound/x-rays to con-
firm pregnancy; to the collecting veterinarian for collection, shipping 
medium, packaging, and shipment.

COLLECTING SEMEN FROM YOUR STUD DOG FOR 
FREEZING:

1. Complete all health screenings for your stud dog including such 
evaluations as CERF and OFA.  Have a complete physical exami-
nation including a digital prostate exam, to assure he is in good 
general health.  The ideal time to freeze semen is prior to the 
dog’s aging (at 2 to 5 years of age) as semen quality is usually 
better and will yield a higher-quality freeze. In some cases, older 
dogs can be frozen successfully. 

2. Bring along a COPY of the dog’s AKC certificate.   

3. Complete DNA testing for AKC (required) if not previously done. 
This test is a simple cheek swab.  Your signature is required for 
submission to the AKC.  A color DNA certificate, which includes 
your dog’s DNA profile number, will be mailed directly to you. 

4. Contact the veterinary office to confirm staff and teaser bitch 
availability and schedule an appointment. Fees for this at most 
veterinary hospitals include: a complete physical examination;  
filing AKC paperwork;  collection of the stud dog, freezing and 
storing the semen; the Brucella test;  and for the teaser bitch if 
you do not provide your own.  

5. To release the semen, the stud dog or semen owner MUST 
directly contact the office where the semen is stored.  The owner 
must complete the “Semen Release Form” prior to the requested 
shipping date.  You will need to include the number of vials of 
semen you are releasing and the destination address.  

6. Fees to release and ship the semen are: semen release; tank 
rental; overnight shipment; return of the shipping container; a 
deposit on the shipper; and additional rental if the tank is not 
returned on time. The owner of the bitch usually pays release and 
shipping costs as well as for the stud fee.
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AKC	Gazette	Column	-	by	Grace	Cartwright

It is with great sadness that I write about the loss of two  beings that 
have been an integral part of my life.  My first loss occurred on 
September 11, 2012.  My first Australian Terrier, Tara, passed onto the
next stage of existence. It was her time. She was gray around the 
muzzle and eyes and she tended to get confused easily. Time or not,
however, she will be greatly missed! There is a void, a quietness, in my
household without her. This little blue/tan will no longer demand my
attention over all others. I will only see her rich blue coat and silly 
Aussie smile in photographs and in my memories. But for all that I 
miss her, she has enhanced my life beyond what I would have thought
possible. Through her I was introduced to a breed that I intend to have 
around me until the day I join her. I have grown as a person because 
of her. I learn daily as I look for material to write this column - ‐- ‐ a 
column I write because I am a member of a club of people (The Aus-
tralian Terrier Club of America) that I count among my closest friends. 
People who welcome me into their homes as I travel the country for 
my day job, people with whom I serve on the Board of Directors in  
order to preserve this beautiful breed - ‐- ‐ these people enrich my life 
in more ways than I can count. It is amazing how a simple relationship 
between a woman and her dog can grow to so much more! 

My second loss is a per-
son I met because of the 
Australian Terrier. Pat, a 
local long‐time  
Papillion breeder, was 
taken by cancer on 
October 3, 2012. Unlike 
Tara, this world lost Pat 
at much too young an 
age. She is mourned by 
a large number of 
people whose lives she 
has touched. She defi-
nitely has helped shape 
who I am as a person 
as well as a breeder. I 
don’t remember exactly 
how or where I first met 
Pat, but she was always 
welcoming and en-
couraging to me when 
I was an inexperienced 

handler and later as more experienced one, when I crossed paths  with 
her at the local dog shows. When my first Australian Terrier litter was 
born, Pat encouraged me to bring them to visit her and a group of 
her friends for “evaluation.”  Her no -nonsense approach to the evalua-
tions helped me see my puppies through the eyes of a conscientious 
breeder. She was patient with me as I learned what she was looking at 
and  what it  meant.  Since that  first evaluation she has evaluated every 
one of my puppies twice, once at 8 weeks and again at 12 weeks. These 
evaluations have taught me to be honest with myself when it comes 
to my puppies. Knowing their faults, as well as their good points,  will 
help me as I breed future litters. What are we breeding for other than to 
improve on what we already have… looking for that elusive “perfect” 
Aussie. Pat, being a non‐Aussie breeder, was able to help me see past 
the exterior Aussie characteristics and look at the structure beneath. 
For without a good foundation, the rest is just window dressing. So Pat, 
please give Tara a hug for me as you gather your Papillions that have 
been waiting to cross the rainbow bridge with you. 
 
Thank you and God bless. 

Australian Terrier Column
November 2012 Issue

We weep with joy and sorrow......

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.
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Australian Terrier National Specialty 
You have a “Date” in Palm Springs, California 

Schedule of Events 
Tuesday - January 1st - New Year’s Day 
 Cocktails & Dinner in Palm Springs at  
 Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen’s Home  
 

Wednesday - January 2nd 
 Board of Directors Breakfast Meeting 
 Education Day on Diabetes 

Thomas K. Graves, DVM, PhD, DACVIM 
Director of the Chicago Center for Veterinary 
Medicine and Professor of Internal Medicine, 
Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

 Welcome Reception 
 

Thursday -  January 3rd 
 Desert Empire Terrier Club of 
 Southern California/Copperstate 
 Australian Terrier Club of Greater 
 Phoenix 
 Specialty Show Judge - Kathleen Ferris 
 Annual Membership Meeting 
 Copperstate Drop-In Hospitality 
 

Friday -  January 4th 
 Desert Empire Terrier Club of 
  Southern California 
 Australian Terrier Club of America 
  National Specialty Show 
 Specialty Show Judge -  Jon Cole 
 Cocktails and Awards Banquet  
 Indian Wells Country Club 
 

Saturday & Sunday - January 5th & 6th 
 Supported Entries 
 Kennel Club of Palm Springs 
 Saturday Judge - Clay Coady 
 Sunday Judge - Sue Goldberg 
 

Obedience & Rally- January 3th - 6th  
 Thursday Morning (All Terrier) Trial 
 Thursday Afternoon 
 Obedience & Rally Match 
 Friday, Saturday & Sunday Trials 

Host Hotel 
Best Western 

Plus Palm Desert 
Resort 

74695 Highway 111, Palm Desert, CA 

ATCA GROUP RATE 
$109 per night plus taxes and fees 
(Suites Available $139 per night) 

One Time $25 Pet Fee 

Additional Information: Kreg Hill 
kreg@kreghill.com             (760) 320-3922 



TABLE 2. OTHER INDCATORS OF IMMATURITY
    Body temperatures at:
•	 	1	week	=		96-97	degrees
•	 2	weeks	=	97	–	98	degrees
•	 3	weeks	=	98	–	99	degrees
•	 4	weeks	=	100	degrees

TABLE 3. OTHER INDICATORS OF IMMATURITY
•	 Heart	rate	at	birth	=	200	beats/minute
•	 Body	weight	doubles	in	7	–	10	days

During these first few weeks of immobility, researchers noted that im-
mature and under-developed canines are sensitive to a restricted class 
of stimuli which includes thermal and tactile stimulation, motion and 
locomotion.

Other mammals such as mice and rats are also born with similar limita-
tions, and they also have been found to demonstrate a similar sensitiv-
ity to the effects of early stimulation.  Studies show that removing 
them from their nest for three minutes each day during the first five 
to ten days of life causes body temperatures to fall below normal.  This 
mild form of stress is sufficient to stimulate hormonal, adrenal and 
pituitary systems.  When tested later as adults, these same animals 
were better able to withstand more stress than littermates who were 
not exposed to the same early stress exercises.  And as adults, they 
responded to stress in “a graded”  fashion, while their non-stressed  
littermates responded in an “all or nothing way.”

Data involving laboratory mice and rats also shows that stress in 
small amounts can produce adults who respond maximally.  On the 
other hand, the results gathered from non-stressed littermates show 
that they become easily exhausted and are near death if exposed to 
intense prolonged stress.  When tied down so they were unable to 
move for twenty-four hours, rats developed severe stomach ulcers, but 
litter mates exposed to early stress handling were found to be more 
resistant to stress tests and did not show evidence of ulcers.  A second-
ary affect was also noticed.  Sexual maturity was attained sooner in the 
littermates given early stress exercises.  When tested for differences 
in health and disease, the stressed animals were found to be more 
resistant to certain forms of cancer and infectious diseases and could 
withstand terminal starvation and exposure to cold for longer periods 
than their non-stressed littermates.

Other studies involving early stimulation exercises have been success-
fully performed on both cats and dogs.  In these studies, the electro-
encephalograph (EEG) was found to be ideal for measuring the  
electrical activity in the brain because of its extreme sensitivity to 
changes in excitement, emotional stress, muscle tension, changes in 
oxygen and breathing.  EEG measures show that pups and kittens, 
when given early stimulation exercises, mature at faster rates and 
perform better in certain problem-solving tests than non-stimulated 
mates.

In the higher level animals, the effect of early stimulation exercises 
also have been studied.  The use of surrogate mothers and familiar 
objects was tested by both of the Kelloggs and Dr. Yerkes using young 
chimpanzees.  Their pioneer research shows that the more primates 
were deprived of stimulation and interaction during early develop-
ment, the less able they were to cope, adjust and later adapt to situa-
tions as adults.

Surprising as it may seem, it isn’t capacity that explains the differences 
that exist between individuals because most seem to have far more 
capacity than they will ever use.  The differences that exist between in-
dividuals seem to be related to something else.  The ones who achieve 
and outperform others seem to have within themselves the ability 
to use hidden resources.  In other words, it’s what they are able to do 
with what they have that makes the difference.

In many animal breeding programs, the entire process of selection 
and management is founded on the belief that performance is inher-
ited.  Attempts to analyze the genetics of performance in a systematic 
way have involved some distinguished names such as Charles Darwin 
and Francis Galton.  But it has only been in recent decades that good 
estimates of heritability of performance have been based on adequate 
data.  Cunningham, (1991) in his study of horses, found that only by 
using Timeform data, and measuring groups of half brothers and half 
sisters could good estimates of performance be determined.  His data 
shows that performance for speed is about 35% heritable.  In other 
words, only about 35% of all the variation that is observed in track 
performance is controlled by heritable factors, the remaining 65% is 
attributable to other influences, such as training, management and 
nutrition.  Cunningham’s work while limited to horses, provides a 
good basis for understanding how much breeders can attribute to the 
genetics and the pedigrees.

Researchers have studied these phenomena and have looked for new 
ways to stimulate individuals in order to improve their natural abilities.  
Some of the methods discovered have produced life long lasting ef-
fects.  Today many of the differences between individuals can now be 
explained by the use of early stimulation methods.

Introduction
Man for centuries has tried various methods to improve performance.  
Some of the methods have stood the test of time, others have not.  
Those who first conducted research on this topic believed that the 
period of early age was a most important time for stimulation because 
of its rapid growth and development.  Today, we know that early life is 
a time when the physical immaturity of an organism is susceptible and 
responsive to a restricted but important class of stimuli.  Because of its 
importance many studies have focused on the first few months of life.

Newborn pups are uniquely different from adults in several respects.  
When born, their eyes are closed and their digestive system has a 
limited capacity requiring periodic stimulation by their dam who 
routinely licks them in order to promote digestion.  At this early age 
they are only able to smell, suck, and crawl.  Their body temperature 
is maintained by snuggling close to their mother or by crawling into 
piles with other littermates.  TABLES 1, 2, and 3 highlight their func-
tionality.

TABLE 1.   EARLY NEUROLOGICAL STIMLUTION
    Immature pups:
•	 	can	suck,	crawl,	smell	and	have	limited	vision	
•	 	can	not:	maintain	body	heat	or	digest	food	without	help
•	 	can	not:	shiver,	urinate	or	defecate	w/out	stimulation	from	 
                    dam
•	 	have:	sub-normal	body	temperature,	elevated	heart	beat

Early Neurologic Stimulation
by Carmen Battaglia PhD.              
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While experiments have not yet produced specific information about 
the optimal amounts of stress needed to make young animals psycho-
logically or physiologically superior, researchers agree that stress has 
value.  What also is known is that a certain amount of stress for one 
may be too intense for another, and that too much stress can retard 
development.  The results show that early stimulation exercises can 
have positive results, but must be used with caution.  In other words, 
too much stress can cause pathological adversities rather than physi-
cal or psychological superiority.

Methods of Stimulation

The U.S. Military, in their canine program, developed a method that 
still serves as a guide to what works.  In an effort to improve the 
performance of dogs used for military purposes, a program called “Bio 
Sensor” was developed.  Later, it became known to the public as the 
“Super Dog” Program.  Based on years of research, the military learned 
that early neurological stimulation exercises could have important 
and lasting effects.  Their studies confirmed that there are specific time 
periods early in life when early neurological stimulation has optimum 
results.  

The time frame of an immature pup can be defined as between three 
and sixteen days of age. At this early age most pups can only suck, 
crawl, smell and have limited vision. They can not maintain their 
body temperature or digest food without help. They are unable to 
shiver, urinate or defecate without stimulation from their dam. Their 
body temperature  is subnormal as seen in Table 2.  Other indicators 
of immaturity include their heart rate which at birth is 200 beats per 
minute.  Early life is also a time when their body weight will double in 
7 – 10 days.  

The first period involves a window of time that begins at the third day 
of life and lasts until the sixteenth day.  It is believed that because this 
interval of time is a period of rapid neurological growth and develop-
ment, it is therefore of great importance to the individual.

The “Bio Sensor” program was also concerned with early neurological 
stimulation in order to give the dog a superior advantage.  Its devel-
opment utilized six exercises which were designed to stimulate the 
neurological system.  Each workout involved handling puppies once 
each day.  The workouts required handling them one at a time while 
performing a series of five exercises.  Listed in order of preference, the 
handler starts with one pup and stimulates it using each of the five 
exercises.  The handler completes the series from beginning to end 
before starting with the next pup.  The handling of each pup once per 
day involves the following exercises:

1. Tactical stimulation (between toes)
2. Head held erect
3. Head pointed down
4. Supine position
5. Thermal stimulation.

 
 

 

Tactile stimulation

These five exercises will produce neurological stimulations, none 
of which naturally occur during this early period of life.  Experience 
shows that sometimes pups will resist these exercises, while others will 
appear unconcerned.  In either case a caution is offered to those who 
plan to use them.  DO NOT repeat them more than once per day and 
DO NOT extend the time beyond that recommended for each exercise.  
Over stimulation of the neurological system can have adverse and 
detrimental results.  These exercises impact the neurological system 
by kicking it into action earlier than would be normally expected, the 
result being an increased capacity that later will help to make the 
difference in its performance. Those who play with their pups and rou-
tinely handle them should continue to do so because the neurological 
exercises are not substitutions for routine handling, play socialization 
or bonding.

1.  Tactical stimulation   (between toes)

Holding the pup in one hand, the handler gently 
stimulates (tickles) the pup between the toes on 
any one foot using a Q-tip. It is not necessary to 
see that the pup is feeling the tickle.

Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds

2.  Head held erect

Using both hands, the pup is held perpendicular 
to the ground, (straight up), so that its head 
is directly above its tail. This is in an upwards 
position.

Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds

3.  Head pointed down

Holding the pup firmly with both hands the head 
is reversed and is pointed downward so that it is 
pointing towards the ground.

Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds

4.  Supine position

Hold the pup so that its back is resting in the palm 
of both hands with its muzzle facing the ceiling. 
The pup while on its back is allowed to sleep.

Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds

5.  Thermal stimulation 

Use a damp towel that has been cooled in a 
refrigerator for at least five minutes. Place the pup 
on the towel, feet down. Do not restrain it from 
moving. 

Time of stimulation 3 - 5 seconds
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Benefits of Stimulation

Five benefits have been observed in canines that were exposed to the 
Bio Sensor stimulation exercises.  The benefits noted were:
1. Improved cardiovascular performance (heart rate)
2. Stronger heart beats
3. Stronger adrenal glands
4. More tolerance to stress
5. Greater resistance to disease.

In tests of learning, stimulated pups were found to be more active 
and were more exploratory than their non-stimulated littermates over 
which they were dominant in competitive situations. Secondary ef-
fects were also noted regarding test performance.  In simple problem 
solving tests using detours in a maze, the non-stimulated pups be-
came extremely aroused, whined a great deal, and made many errors.  
Their stimulated littermates were less disturbed or upset by test condi-
tions and when comparisons were made, the stimulated littermates 
were more calm in the test environment, made fewer errors and gave 
only an occasional distress sound when stressed.

Socialization 

As each animal grows and develops, three kinds of stimulation have 
been identified that impact and influence how it will develop and be 
shaped as an individual.  The first stage is called early neurological 
stimulation and the second stage is called socialization.  The first two 
(early neurological stimulation and socialization) have in common a 
window of limited time.  When Lorenz, (1935) first wrote about the im-
portance of the stimulation process, he wrote about imprinting during 
early life and its influence on the later development of the individual.  
He states that it was different from conditioning in that it occurred ear-
ly in life and took place very rapidly, producing results which seemed 
to be permanent.  One of the first, and perhaps the most noted 
research effort involving the larger animals, was achieved by Kellogg & 
Kellogg (1933).  As a student of Dr. Kellogg’s, I found him and his wife 
to have an uncanny interest in children and young animals and the 
changes and the differences that occurred during early development.  
Their history-making study involved raising their own newborn child 
with a newborn primate.  Both infants were raised together as if they 
were twins.  This study, like others that followed, attempted to dem-
onstrate that, among the mammals, there are great differences in their 
speed of physical and mental development.  Some are born relatively 
mature and quickly capable of motion and locomotion, while others 
are very immature, immobile and slow to develop.  For example, the 
Rhesus monkey shows rapid and precocious development at birth, 
while the chimpanzee and the other “great apes” take much longer.  
Last and slowest is the human infant.

One of the earliest efforts to investigate and look for the existence of 
socialization in canines was undertaken by Scott-Fuller (1965).  In their 
early studies, they were able to demonstrate that the basic technique 
for testing the existence of socialization was to show how readily 
adult animals would foster young animals, or accept one from another 
species.  They observed that, with the higher level animals, it is easiest 
done by hand rearing.  When the foster animal transfers its social rela-
tionships to the new species, researchers conclude that socialization 
has taken place.  Most researchers agree that among all species, a lack 
of adequate socialization generally results in unacceptable behavior
and often produces undesirable aggression, excessiveness, fearful-
ness, sexual inadequacy and indifference toward partners.

Socialization studies confirm that one of the critical periods for hu-
mans (infant) to be stimulated are generally between three weeks and 
twelve months of age.  For canines the period is shorter, between the 
fourth and sixteenth weeks of age.  The lack of adequate social stimu-
lation, such as handling, mothering and contact with others, adversely 
affects social and psychological development in both humans and ani-
mals.   In humans, the absence of love and cuddling increases the risk 
of an aloof, distant, asocial or sociopathic individual. Over-mothering 
also has its detrimental effects by preventing sufficient exposure to 
other individuals and situations that have an important influence on 
growth and development. It occurs when a parent insulates the child 
from outside contacts or keeps the apron strings tight, thus limiting 
opportunities to explore and interact with the outside world.  In the 
end, over-mothering generally produces a dependent, socially malad-
justed and sometimes emotionally disturbed individual.

Protected youngsters who grow up in an insulated environment often 
become sickly, despondent, lacking in flexibility and unable to make 
simple social adjustments.  Generally, they are unable to function pro-
ductively or to interact successfully when they become adults.

Owners who have busy life styles with long and tiring work and social 
schedules often cause pets to be neglected.  Left to themselves with 
only an occasional trip out of the house or off of the property, they 
seldom see other canines or strangers and generally suffer from poor 
stimulation and socialization.  For many, the side effects of loneliness 
and boredom set-in.  The resulting behavior manifests itself in the 
form of chewing, digging, and hard- to-control behavior (Battaglia).

It seems clear that small amounts of stress followed by early socializa-
tion can produce beneficial results.  The danger seems to be in not 
knowing where the thresholds are for over and under stimulation.  
Many improperly socialized youngsters develop into older individuals 
unprepared for adult life, unable to cope with its challenges, and inter-
actions.  Attempts to re-socialize them as adults have only produced 
small gains.  These failures confirm the notion that the window of time 
open for early neurological and social stimulation only comes once.  
After it passes, little or nothing can be done to overcome the negative 
effects of too much or too little stimulation.

The third and final stage in the process of growth and development 
is called enrichment.  Unlike the first two stages, it has no time limit, 
and by comparison, covers a very long period of time.  Enrichment is a 
term which has come to mean the positive sum of experiences which 
have a cumulative effect upon the individual.  Enrichment experiences 
typically involve exposure to a wide variety of interesting, novel, and 
exciting experiences with regular opportunities to freely investigate, 

Early Neurologic Stimulation

36                                                                                                          

G
race Cartw

right©



manipulate, and interact with them.  When measured in later life, the 
results show that those reared in an enriched environment tend to be 
more inquisitive and are more able to perform difficult tasks.  The edu-
cational TV program called Sesame Street is perhaps the best known
example of a children’s enrichment program.  The results show that 
when tested, children who regularly watched this program performed 
better than playmates who did not.  Follow-up studies show that 
those who regularly watch Sesame Street tend to seek a college educa-
tion and when enrolled, performed better than playmates who were 
not regular watchers of the “Sesame Street” program.

There are numerous children’s studies that show the benefits of 
enrichment techniques and programs.  Most focus on improving 
self-esteem and self-talk.  Follow-up studies show that the enriched 
Sesame Street students, when later tested, were brighter and scored 
above average, and most often were found to be the products of envi-
ronments that contributed to their superior test scores.  On the other 
hand, those whose test scores were generally below average, (labeled 
as dull) and the products of underprivileged or non-enriched environ-
ments, often had little or only small amounts of stimulation during 
early childhood and only minimal amounts of enrichment during their 
developmental and formative years.  Many were characterized as chil-
dren who grew up with little interaction with others, poor parenting, 
few toys, no books and a steady diet of TV soap operas.

A similar analogy can be found among canines.  All the time they are 
growing they are learning because their nervous systems are develop-
ing and storing information that may be of inestimable use at a later 
date.  Studies by Scott and Fuller confirm that non-enriched pups, 
when given free choice, preferred to stay in their kennels.  Other litter 
mates who were given only small amounts of outside stimulation 
between five and eight weeks of age were found to be very inquisitive 
and very active.  When kennel doors were left open, the enriched pups 
would come bounding out, while littermates who were not exposed 
to enrichment would remain behind.  The non-stimulated pups would 
typically be fearful of unfamiliar objects and generally preferred to 
withdraw rather than investigate.  Even well-bred pups of superior 
pedigrees would not explore or leave their kennels, and many were 
found difficult to train as adults.  These pups, in many respects, were 
similar to the deprived children.  They acted as if they had become 
institutionalized, preferring the routine and safe environment of their 
kennel to the stimulating world outside their immediate place of 
residence.

Regular trips to the park, shopping centers and obedience and agility 
classes serve as good examples of enrichment activities.  Chasing 
and retrieving a ball on the surface seems to be enriching because 
it provides exercise and includes rewards.  While repeated attempts 
to retrieve a ball provide much physical activity, it should not be 
confused with enrichment exercises.  Such playful activities should 
be used for exercise and play or as a reward after returning from a trip 
or training session.  Road work and chasing balls are not substitutes 
for trips to the shopping mall, outings or obedience classes, most of 
which provide many opportunities for interaction and investigation.

Finally, it seems clear that stress early in life can produce beneficial 
results.  The danger seems to be in not knowing where the thresh-
olds are for over and under-stimulation.  The absence or the lack of 
adequate amounts of stimulation generally will produce negative and 
undesirable results.  Based on the above, it is fair to say that the perfor-
mance of most individuals can be improved, including the techniques 
described above.  Each contributes in a cumulative way and supports 
the next stage of development.

Conclusion

Breeders can now take advantage of the information available to 
improve and enhance performance.  Generally, genetics account for 
about 35% of the performance, but the remaining 65% (management, 
training, nutrition) can make the difference.  In the management cat-
egory, it has been shown that breeders should be guided by the rule
that it is generally considered prudent to guard against under and 
over-stimulation.  Short of ignoring pups during their first two months 
of life, a conservative approach would be to expose them to children, 
people, toys and other animals on a regular basis.  Handling and 
touching all parts of their anatomy is also a necessary part of their 
learning which can be started as early as the third day of life.  Pups 
that are handled early and on a regular basis generally do not become 
hand-shy as adults.

Because of the risks involved in under-stimulation, a conservative ap-
proach to using the benefits of the three stages has been suggested 
based primarily on the works of Arskeusky, Kellogg, Yerkes and the 
“Bio Sensor” program (later known as the “Super Dog Program”).

Both experience and research have documented the beneficial effects 
that can be achieved via early neurological stimulation, socialization 
and enrichment experiences.  Each has been used to improve perfor-
mance and to explain the differences that occur between individuals, 
their trainability, health and potential.  The cumulative effects of the 
three stages have been well documented.  They best serve the inter-
ests of owners who seek high levels of performance when properly 
used.  Each has a cumulative effect and contributes to the develop-
ment and the potential for individual performance.
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The Judge’s Corner

I have been an AKC  judge since the end of 2005 
and Aussies were one of my first breeds. How did 
I get to that point? I started showing at an early 
age with my family. We had Scottish Terriers and 
I still have a little Scottie gal running around my 
house, a direct descendant of our foundation 
bitch. I participated in junior showmanship and 

helped in conformation classes any chance I could.

One of my great thrills back then was being asked to help other ex-
hibitors (breeders, owners or handlers).  During those early days, I had 
the good fortune to be introduced to Nell Fox and see Ch. Tinee Town 
Talkback ROM. In addition my family met Barbara Ashley, and I got 
to know this wonderful breed up close and personal. One of the fun 
memories I have of this breed was watching Barbara show her team 
of Aussies at the Elm City KC. The memorable part was how the four 
terriers exemplified that wonderful attitude I associate with the breed. 
They happily followed her down and back, adding their own spin on 
being a team.  They bounced back and forth and switched positions 
until they arrived back at the judge and looked intently up at their 
owner as if nothing unusual had occurred. They were a crowd favorite.

I went on to get my degree and started a career, but ended up mak-
ing the decision to show full-time as a professional handler. During 
those years, I had a few Aussies as clients. I always looked forward to 
the times I would have one in my string. They were great fun to show, 
because that attitude is bigger than life. They demand that you notice 
them and yet they respond back to you with adoration.

I guess you can tell by now that attitude factors into what I am looking 
for when judging this breed. This, coupled up with the unique outline, 
is the first image I get as the animals walk into the ring. A typey animal 
should be apparent from that moment. The shape of the body is 
critical to a correct specimen.  These are not “compact” dogs. They 
are working terriers that are longer than tall. The side profile of the 
head should also be apparent with proper balance of foreface to skull, 
and the distinctive ruff that should never be overtrimmed. What this 
means is that you should be able to identify what breed is in front of 
you if it were backlit and only the silhouette was visible. This can all be 
taken in as the animals enter the ring.

An interesting note here is the unique body type. I always found one 
of the best ways to learn and or teach breed type was to compare and 
contrast the various terrier breeds with each other. If we look at the 
Aussie, Scottie, Westie, and Cairn, we can learn each breed’s type in 
how they are unlike each other. In fact, comparing the length of the 
back between the Scottie and the Aussie shows clearly the compact 
nature of the Scottie structure being “shortly coupled” in the loin, but 
having a slightly rectangular image when viewed from the side be-
cause of their short legs and pronounced forechest and shelf behind 
the tail. It helps to understand that the Scottie has a cobby body and 
the Aussie does not. Again, the silhouette really does define breed 
type.

Once I have taken that initial impression, I am hopeful that as I get my 
hands on the entries I will find that they follow through with structure 
and fine points that are not as visible from profile. My first look is at 
the head. I wants to see a strong foreface with good fill, eyes not too 
close together, never coarse. This leads up to a good set of ears on top 
of the head in proportion to size of the dog. Then down the neck into 
a proper layback with front legs set under the body, defining a good 
keel in front of the dog. My hands then go down the back, feeling a 
level topline on a strong back. This flows into a proper tail set on top 
of the spine, carried erect. I finish up going over the hips into strong 
thighs with hocks well let down, turning neither in or out. Follow all 
this with a down and back with that jaunty attitude and I have my 
winner.

As for my view of the breed over the years, I do believe it has become 
more consistent in quality. There are multiple good quality specimens 
being shown and I see some depth in the classes when there are 
large entries. I remember in the past that size could be an issue. Some 
looked almost weedy compared to others, almost toyish. Certainly 
that would make it difficult for them to do their job. Unfortunately like 
many of our breeds, fronts seem to be an issue above all else. Crooked 
legs with short upper arms and upright layback not only looks bad in 
movement but also in side profile. To me it hurts what I consider the 
hallmark of this breed; their striking side profile and definitive ruff.

A final note that I will add is about color. As with my Scotties, I do not 
look at color other than to make sure it is correct. A blue is not black 
even if it is navy and it can run to a steel blue. Talk to Kerry Blue breed-
ers about that and you will hear similar descriptions.  Sandies and reds 
should never be muddy. Understanding of coat color is important. I 
will never forget the judge that years ago asked my mother what all 
the white hairs were in her Scottie’s coat. She did not like that and 
thought it made the dog look dusty and dirty! Imagine that!  She was 
simply a lovely silver brindle. I do understand that sometimes color 
can confuse an untrained eye, even create optical illusions.  So I often 
tell judges learning terriers to sometimes just squint their eyes a bit 
when standing back and looking at the class as whole. That slight blur-
ring can mitigate those color illusions. A good check on the table will 
tell you if you are correct.

In the end, an entry of Australians is always great fun to judge. Noth-
ing beats the mischievous look they can give you when they return 
from their down and back and look up at you defiantly, all of which 
makes my job great fun.

Our Guest Judge This Issue Is Kathleen Ferris
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Fun Facts:

Research has shown that puppies learn to use 
the asymmetry of their tails to send a message. 
They use a left-right movement when interact-
ing with the unknown. Puppies tend to use a 
motion from right to left to communicate with 
the familiar.
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

I was a late bloomer.  Perhaps some of you would say the same.

When other girls my age were obsessed with boys, pop stars, dating, 
makeup, and clothing, I was a studious girl, still playing with paper 
dolls and longing for a dog of my own.  My mother nagged me inces-
santly about being “more sociable” so that the boys would like me.  I 
couldn’t have cared less and didn’t bother with any of that till my late 
teens, when I got to college.

Maybe some of you are nodding your heads on reading that.  If so, 
you’ll also understand Part II:  We get the dogs that we deserve.

I seem to have gotten that dog I deserve, then, as Libby is my late 
bloomer.  I have to remember to wait for her, not push.  She’s a smart 
girl and there’s not a thing wrong with her intelligence or her thought 
processes.  She a thinker, one who comes into her own when she de-
cides, not when I decide.  Our recent adventure at Terrier Week bears 
this out.

This year, Lib and I again joined the hundreds of other terrier owners 
who make the annual “pilgrimage” to Montgomery.  Once again, it 
was great to see old friends and those special folks you only see once 
each year.  Once again, it was such a delight to be pampered at a dog-
friendly hotel—thanks, Hampton Inn!   

Wish I could say too that “once again,” it was a delight to have warm 
late autumn weather, but not so.  Two years in a row of lovely sunny 
days gave way to pouring rain.  “MUD-gomery,” indeed.  I haven’t 
been so wet since I used to go whitewater rafting.  After awhile, my 
rain jacket gave up the ghost, stopped repelling water and became 
a sodden mess, so I just took it off.  It didn’t matter.  Anyone else with 
exposed anatomy was soaked, too. 

Water or no, mud notwithstanding, what a huge difference one year of 
training has made with Libby!  This year, she didn’t run wild at all.  She 
stayed with me when she was supposed to and did some very nice 
distance work, sending out to tunnels and jumps with no hesitation.  
She zoomed through her old nemesis, the chute, without missing a 
stride, even though the rain made it soggy and the smaller dogs really 
had to push hard to get through the heavy, soaked fabric.   She had 
accurate weaves, not every time but more often than not.  She’s really 
starting to think about them.  She was just as happy waiting at the 
start line as she was running the course!  And all this while the rain 
came lashing down in buckets.

The icing on the cake was taking home 2 ribbons, our first in AKC agil-
ity, on Tuesday.  She had a beautiful 1st place in Novice FAST and took 
3rd in a very close finish in Novice Jumpers with Weaves.  

Now, were we “perfect”? By no means. There are plenty of people who 
would say that qualifying in 2 runs out of 6 in 2 days was nothing to 
write home about.  But there was much more to celebrate than not. 

I’m thrilled by how much more confident she was this year.  Her 
focus for what she’s doing on the course is so much sharper than last 
October.  She looks ahead and pays attention to what’s next, and is 
learning to follow my body language and the cues I’m giving her.  For 
my part, I find that I’m changing how I handle her on course.  I made 
some handling mistakes, misjudging where she would be, and was 
out of position.  But I take that as a very good sign.  It means she’s 
getting better at the game and it’s up to me as her handler to figure 
out what she needs from me as she matures.  Something I say to my 
novice students is coming back to haunt me:  “How you handle now 
won’t be how you handle 6 months from now, because your dogs will 
become more skilled.”  

Another big thing we celebrated on Tuesday was getting through the 
day and into dry clothes in a nice, warm hotel room.  Honestly, it was 
like an endurance contest.  

The weather definitely played a role on Wednesday, too.  The rain 
eventually stopped and the sun came out, and the heat and humid-
ity had many of us scrambling to change damp sweatshirts and long 
pants for T-shirts and shorts.  The day went from raw and chilly to 
something resembling a hot August afternoon, all in the space of an 
hour or so.  It definitely took a toll on lots of dogs, including Libby.   
This is why it’s wise, when packing for Montgomery, to bring some 
of everything--from rain gear to sweaters to your Spandex shorts.  
Chances are good you’ll need a little bit of everything.

The other “discovery” about where we are with training happened 
on Wednesday, the second of our 2 days at the trial.  This year, the 
Garden State All-Terrier Club hosted a rally and obedience trial that 
day in the hall at the fire company grounds where the agility trial is 
held.  Lib and I needed just 1 leg for our AKC Rally Advanced title.    
She’s been doing so well this year in rally that I was sure we’d be fine.  
I even dreamed about a placement.  

Well, we qualified and we got that RA, but our score of 84 was truly 
a gift from heaven.  She sniffed the floor, the walls, the matting.  She 
wandered away from me.  She sat down and scratched, not once but 
repeatedly.  She acted like she’d never seen me, a rally course, signs, 
etc. before.   Three signs before the end, she finally got her head 
together and I think our relatively strong finish is what saved us.  After 
all that, we went back outside into damp weather and intermittent 
showers, and had no Qs in any of our 3 agility runs that day.  What 
I learned was that mixing rally with agility on the same day is not a 
good thing for my girlie.  That combination brought on a bad case 
of “mental indigestion.”   She doesn’t switch gears as well as some 
others.  

We’re looking forward to more AKC agility at our club trial in March 
of 2013, hoping to complete those novice titles, as well as APDT rally 
and NADAC, Teacup, and CPE agility.  It’s all good, it’s all a learning 
experience, and a successful run isn’t measured simply by whether or 
not you qualify.  Here’s wishing all of you a fun 2013!

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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Puppy Temperament Testing

        he value of a test comes  
        in the validity of that  
        assessment.  For that  
reason, I struggle with the 
idea of “temperament tests” 
for puppies, regardless of who 
may perform the examination.

To validate a test, one needs 
to keep as many variables 
constant besides the elements 

one is studying.  My experience tells me that the moment a puppy 
leaves the breeder’s home, all bets are off regarding the environment 
in which the puppy will exist (both psychological environment – which 
is dominated by the relationships that the humans in its life will form 
with it as well as the physical environment – which includes the way 
it is managed in its world).  Once variables as profound as relationship 
with other living creatures and the environment in which it lives are 
“out of control” within a study, the validity of the original test is tainted.  
That is not because the original testing protocol is “bad,”  but because 
the whole point of the test is to “predict” the future behavior of the 
puppy. 

When the puppies go off with unique individuals, those folks raise the 
puppies in dissimilar ways.   This creates a huge “noise cloud” around 
the actual behavior that one is hoping to predict.  That makes it nearly 
impossible to travel to a point in the future, relative to the original Test 
date, and compare the puppies from a litter versus the Test’s “predic-
tions for future behavior.”   The variables which were not controlled for 
the period of time between the original test and the re-examination 
make the results of the re-examination useless, in my opinion.  

I hear a lot about Puppy Temperament Tests, but I rarely read about the 
more important aspect than that first data point: the future examina-
tion of the adult dog versus the prediction of the Test and versus the 
other puppies in the litter which tested differently.  I wonder how often 
that is actually done.  If it is performed, I wonder what that protocol is 
and how those results are scored. 

I am a strong believer in the idea that genes control behavior.  I own 
herding dogs.  You don’t get herding behavior at a level that is accept-
able for true livestock management if you do not breed for it.  You 
can’t just take any-ol’-dog and expect it will perform herding work.  
Behavior is heritable.  It’s obvious when one watches the way that 
an untrained Great Pyrenees interacts around sheep and the way an 
untrained Border Collie does.  They are at complete opposite ends of 
the behavioral spectrum.  I could no more “train” a Great Pyrenees to 
herd as I could train my Border Collie to “guard” the flock.  So, I wholly 
embrace the idea that behavior is heritable.

However, regardless of whether a dog has DNA code designed to make 
it behave in particular ways, my personal opinion, which is based on 
years of experience working with dogs and their people, is that the 
human element in a dog’s behavior is not only profound but has more 
influence on the dog’s ultimate actions than does his genes.  How can I
say this when I just stated that behavior is so profoundly controlled by 
a dog’s chromosomes?  I can say it because we can over-ride heritable 
“desires” through proper management, socialization and training.  I get 
calls from clients quite frequently that claim, “I know that my cattle

dog is going to nip us in the heels because he is a herding dog…..but, 
my kids have bruises and I cannot take this any more.”   Regardless of 
the dog’s heritage, I know we can expect it to be mannerly and self- 
restrained enough to keep its teeth off humans.  A cattle dog does not 
have to bite humans in the heels.  I also know that correcting that anti-
social behavior in a dog will not affect its desire to herd livestock.  The 
human has an influence over the dog’s behavior that is stronger than 
its genetic need to herd moving objects. 

Without a proper relationship with humans, a dog’s behavior can go 
awry, regardless of what the breeder did in the first 8-12 weeks of its 
life and despite the dog’s genetics.  Therefore, a puppy temperament 
test seems a senseless waste of time, in my opinion, if it is supposed to 
predict the dog’s future behavior.  To me, the impact of a relationship 
with a human is so much more influential than the dog’s genetics or 
the puppy’s first 10 weeks, that the puppy test simply has little predic-
tive value.

Ultimately, it is genes that control the dog’s response to a proper, 
respectful relationship with a human, in my opinion.  Dogs are not 
wild animals.  They require a type of training that, to me, is akin to 
proper parenting rather than a method that emulates the way that 
we must interact with wild orcas to coerce desired behavior.  Dogs 
are hard-wired to seek, bond to and revere an authority figure and 
we can use that to our benefit when forging the proper rapport with 
them.  But, alas, many “new age” training philosophies do not seem 
to recognize dog as a highly unique species, and the dogs suffer from 
a lack of structure and feedback about their behavior.  They become 
unruly and the breeder is blamed for creating an ill-mannered dog 
that simply needs someone to take the helm and impose her will upon 
the pup, a bit.  I don’t think that the original puppy temperament test 
was designed to predict how a dog will respond to a complete lack 
of leadership.  But, sadly, that is the fate of many dogs, today, that are 
subjected to “training” that lacks the most basic element that domestic 
dogs crave.

In addition to the lack of predictive value that a puppy temperament 
test has due to the inability to control important variables, the op-
posite effect can happen, as well.  I have had folks tell me, “Butch is just 
like you told me he was when he was just a baby puppy in the litter.”  
Like most breeders who are familiar with raising puppies and watch-
ing them grow in their first 8-12 weeks, I do see differences in puppies.  
I share a bit of that with the new owners.  And, voila! I instantly can 
cause those folks to believe that is who their puppy actually *is* and 
who he will grow up to be.  If you tell folks that their puppy is quite 
clever, they can actually alter their own perception of the puppy and 
consider it brilliant, just like you said it was going to be.  So, in reality, if 
one shares the results of a Temperament Test with the new owners, the 
tests immediately becomes null and void, from a scientific perspective.  
It’s sort of like the placebo effect.

While temperament tests might have some value to some individuals, 
my personal experiences tells me that the relationship that a dog has 
with its humans is the most critical attribute for future success and 
happiness (of both human and dog), and placement decisions have 
the most profound bearing on the long term behavior of a pup.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
www.danfar.com

by Danfar Ranch
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Judges should have the ability to articulate why one dog wins over 
another. So is that why they make terminology common among stan-
dards - to make it easier for judges? If anyone can describe a Bulldog 
and an Afghan using the same language, please step forward. Remov-
ing the “point system” from the old standards has had a negative af-
fect. In a final decision between two comparable individuals, one has 
an idea where to hang their hat regarding prioritizing.

It is a “Judas Kiss” to any breed when a judge puts up a dog simply 
because it looks like the majority in the ring. It encourages people to 
breed to “winners” rather than to a breed standard. In judge’s edu-
cation, they address soundness but type takes priority. Educators 
assume that new applicants understand structure and correspond-
ing movement. Type without soundness is as detrimental to a breed 
as soundness without type. A bad front and bad rear working in 
sequence produces “balance.”  Do two wrongs make a right? The goal 
is “a balance between type and soundness”. A breed must be able to 
walk to the water bowl without falling over its own feet!
 
Should we just BREED TO WIN or should we BREED TO THE STANDARD 
and expect judges to judge to the Standard?

This brings us to the next question. Are not judges “protectors of 
the breed standards?” Judges education is NOT at fault. Perhaps the 
problem is what some judging applicants do NOT bring to the table! It 
is a privilege to pass judgment on a breed but one has the responsibil-
ity of understanding “Basic Dog 101.”  The AKC’s required anatomy test 
neither assures someone’s knowledge nor is it any guarantee a judge 
has the ability to analyze structure and movement.

Some breeder judges today send dogs with a handler giving little 
thought as to their quality or future effect on a breed. Shouldn’t 
breeder judges be especially careful to send correct dogs for public 
observation? Breeders have a responsibility to put out “the best of the 
best” rather than a dog that wins simply because it “looks like the rest.” 
By so doing, they are sending false signals to both ringside and new 
judges.

When judges say, “This must be what the breeders want as the ring is 
flooded with this type,”  it is detrimental to any breed. It IS NOT about 
“what breeders want.” Breeders and judges have a responsibility to 
breed and judge to standard.

Should handlers show dogs for clients when they KNOW the dog or 
bitch is not a good representative of the breed? Breeders and exhibi-
tors have a responsibility to promote only dogs that DO represent 
their breed standard and to sell as pets those who do not! A good han-
dler should make every effort to finish a dog but they too are responsi-
ble and should be more selective regarding client dogs. Handlers who 
read the standard and who have the courage to turn down an inferior 
dog are to be admired.

 When “current type” does not equal correctness, the best dog can lose 
because in many rings, the fatal flaw is being a stand-out.  A dog show 
friend, absent from the sport for several years, attended some local 
shows with me. Welcoming the opportunity to view dogs in gen-
eral after her sabbatical, she became visually distressed. Her despair 
increased when a “less than average” class dog received BOB. The wan-
ing quality in her beautiful breed breaks her heart. She stated it would 
be wasted effort to show a dog correct to the standard today, as some 
judges feel compelled to award dogs conforming to the majority of 
the entries.

Observing other breeds, she remarks on the lack of neck, restricted 
front movement and the lack of rear follow through; we discuss “gay 
tails” and breed type variances. We watch faulty movement and see 
coats dragging the ground. Weak pasterns and sickle hocks complete 
the picture. She wonders what causes this to happen to functional 
dogs in such a short time. It seems the correct dogs have fallen victim 
to what one may refer to as the “Perfection of  Mediocrity.”
 
Today, many breeders and owners turn to performance, choosing not 
to participate in a “crap shoot” where such variety in type confuses 
both judges and ringside. I make this statement at the expense of 
being tarred and feathered but increasingly, the best dog you’ll ever 
breed may be the hardest dog you will ever finish. It will be the “odd 
man out” and look different from the majority of dogs represented in 
the ring. Why? Some judges, insecure in a breed and therefore lacking 
courage, choose to walk “different” dogs rather than stick their neck 
out. Understandable, but should those lacking confidence be passing 
judgment on another’s dog?

My old mentor said, “The pendulum of type swings to and fro, but 
those remaining true to the standard triumph in the end.”  Those 
dedicated breeders have the knowledge to restore a breed to its initial 
form once it hits bottom.

Should a judge reward a dog to suggest it could possibly assist in cor-
recting breed faults? NO! It is a breeder’s responsibility to incorporate 
such animals into their programs, regardless of success in the show 
ring. Judges are to judge to the written standard to the best of their 
ability, fairly and efficiently. They avoid awarding “dregs of a breed” 
when possible but judges have little insight into the Pandora’s Box of 
breeding.

A respected dog person of long standing approached me with this 
statement while at a seminar. “A judge CAN NOT GO WRONG by put-
ting up winners conforming to the majority of the type of dogs in the 
ring on a given day.” My response was “Surely not!” Well, I believe it 
now! After observing an all breed judge from ringside, I watched two 
outstanding individuals “walk” because they looked different from the 
rest of the short neck, sickle hock, smaller than average dogs lacking 
side gait that toddled around the ring like fuzzy little caricatures of the 
breed.

This strange “look alike” perspective takes over in many breed rings 
and not just among judges. Asking a breeder what their standard said 
about head planes, the response was:  “What are parallel planes?” We 
discussed the occipital bone, short and medium muzzles, balanced 
heads, etc. Reading a standard and applying it can be two different 
things.

PREFERRED BREED TYPE

 
“The best dog you’ll ever breed 

may be the hardest  
dog you ever finish!”

The	Best	of	the	Best	or	one	that	looks	like	the	rest?	Something	called	“preferred	type”	is	flooding		
the	rings	today	and	in	many	breeds,	it	has	little	to	do	with	the	breed	standard

by E. Katie Gammell
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Requested to address this issue, I decided to take time to sit back and 
see the “big picture.”  The “big picture” is upon us, folks, and it is not 
pretty! My reason to become a judge was the challenge to select the 
best of the best according to a written standard. I love dogs! I love 
SOUND dogs with BREED TYPE! Both virtues, believe it or not, can be 
present in the same animal! Through combined efforts and a willing-
ness to call “a spade a spade,”  our breeds WILL survive. Breeding for 
the sake of winning is a downhill slide. This alone assures the future of 
our breeds. Turning things around will take dedicated breeders and 
judges, critical handler selection, and educated exhibitors. Our sport 
deserves nothing less than the best of our intentions.

ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Why do breeder judges “put up” dogs with handlers when they 
know the animal does not represent breed excellence?

2. Why do handlers accept such dogs knowing once they finish, 
they will be “petted out”?

3. Are you kennel blind and do you breed to standard?

4. Should breeders and newcomers read the standard prior to stud 
and bitch selection?

5. When will more mentors open up to newcomers?

6. And lastly, are “gas money” and “filler” dogs destroying our sport?

Putting a breed back on track requires ETHICAL HANDLERS, DEDI-
CATED	BREEDERS,	AN	UNDERSTANDING	OF	BREED	STANDARDS and 
KNOWLEDGEABLE	JUDGES	WITH	THE	COURAGE	TO	MAKE	RESPON-
SIBLE	SELECTIONS. Being a judge is not for the faint of heart. Sending 
the best dog to the next level and being a part of its journey to the 
pinnacle of success is a thrill of a lifetime.

There is but ONE standard. “Preferred breed type” is like a flavor of the 
month, very fleeting! BREEDERS, JUDGES AND EXHIBITORS HAVE A 
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT THEIR BREED STANDARDS. 

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
E. Katie Gammill &
www.thedogpress.com

Advertisement does not always mean a dog represents “breed  
excellence.”  Handlers do not always present “good dogs.”  Advertising 
carries some influence and if a judge selects winners on advertising 
alone, they do a disservice to the breed and it reflects on their ability 
as a judge.

“Priority judging” can be detrimental to breeds as judges become 
caught up in selecting for individual virtues be it eye, ear set, feet, or 
coat color. That is why some specialty judges “put up pieces” rather 
than the whole package. Virtues are important, but a dog should 
“fill the eye.”  A single virtue cannot take precedence over a plethora 
of faults! Priority judging explains why many judges take so long to 
judge a class.

Dismayed exhibitors approach me with serious concerns regarding 
the direction of our sport. Time and effort is required to understand 
what makes a breed “breed specific,”  and what constitutes “breed 
excellence.”  There is no short cut. Everyone is entitled to his/her 
opinion. However, it should be a knowledgeable opinion. Personal 
preference only enters in when two dogs are equal according to the 
breed standard.

Another issue is “spot entering.”  Granted, today people enter under 
specific judges where they feel there is a chance of winning. However, 
why on a four-day weekend, do we see one point on Thursday, a major 
on Friday, one point on Saturday, and a major on Sunday? Should not 
one support the person who supports them by entering all four days? 
If there is a major, don’t break it by not attending. Don’t bump up a 
bitch or dog to BOB without first asking the other exhibitors their pref-
erence. Many people drive miles only to find someone failed to show 
up ringside or” bumped up” a new champion and broke the major. This 
co-operation is something we used to be able to count on. Today it is 
“iffy” at best. This is “sportsmanship”!

Watch dogs go around the ring. Some are structurally inefficient. 
Some shoulders do not open up, the dog reaches from the elbow. Ask 
yourself why one dog out-moves another. Go analyze short coated 
dogs. Take this knowledge to your own breed ring and “look beneath 
the coat.”  Understand top lines, body shape, breed specific movement
and toy/moderate/ giant. Do some study and then some soul search-
ing. Ringside observers and breed enthusiasts look on in dismay 
today, wondering where the functional dogs of the past have gone. 
Sadly, some faults are so prevalent today they are viewed as “virtues.”

“Winning because of an exceptional breeding program takes the 
breed and breeders toward breed excellence.  

That should be the goal yesterday, and today.”
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Roachan’s It’s Meant To Be, CD, RA, NA, NAJ, NAP,NJP   
received his CD in 3 trials in one weekend with scores 
of 194, 182, and 171.  2 first in his class and 1 second 

place. Bred, owned and trained by Ann Roache

GrCh Merrigang Wild N Crazy Guy, EE, AX,AJ ME 
earned his master agility jumpers title and his 

Endurance earthdog 2 title in October

Aussie Brags

Carmeen
Redhawk A Take On Red
 with owner Penny Lewis 

earning her CAT title (coursing ability title)

Ch. Blue Moon My Times They R A-Changn’ BN, CD, RE  
now has earned 4 legs towards his RAE, and is working  
very hard on slowing down his recall for his CDX title!   
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AKC started a new Rally Award earlier in the year.  
It’s High Combined in Rally Advanced B and Excellent B

I think that CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill BN, CD, GN, RE  
was the first Australian Terrier to qualify at a trial for this award!



Wondering the importance of those fancy names and champion dogs 
in a pedigree, or what it means to breed to the standard?

Believe it or not, they’re all related - and it’s all part of responsible 
breeding!

But isn’t a pedigree a pedigree?

No!

Okay, sure it is a recorded ancestor of the puppy in question, but just 
who are these dogs and how do they influence the puppy you’re look-
ing at today?

Quite a bit actually!

The responsible breeder will have researched the dogs in these pedi-
grees, know the types and temperaments and genetic predisposition 
of the dogs at least 3-5 generations back, and just as importantly, they 
will know what defects may be lying in the gene pool and what they 
might get if they breed so and so to so and so. Knowing the dogs in 
their pedigrees and what those dogs might produce in their offspring 
is an essential part of being a responsible breeder.

They must also know their breed standards.

A standard is the blue print for a given breed. What the breed should, 
in theory, conform to in respect to how a dog looks, (size, coat, color 
etc) and what its temperament is like.

The goal of a breeder is to breed better dogs than the generation 
before. Better in the sense of their conformity to the breed standard. 
And in order to breed to the standard, a responsible breeder must 
take that standard into consideration when selecting dogs for their 
breeding program. They will breed only those dogs that fit within the 
established guidelines, the standard, of what is considered acceptable 
for their breed.

And that is what dog shows are supposed to be about - the selection 
of dogs that best conform to the standard of its breed. It’s also why so 
many breeders go all out for the coveted title of dog show champion.

Just	how	important	is	a	champion?

To the breeder, it is very important - the result of years of selective 
breeding all culminating in a title at the end of the leash.

To the average puppy buyer, champions in a pedigree may not be so 
important. Sure, its impressive, you can tell all your friends, but what 
does it really matter?

A lot actually... champion dogs in a pedigree mean that the dogs 
in your puppy’s pedigree conform to the accepted standard for the 
breed - and when they conform to that standard, you are much more 
likely to get a true representation of the breed in the offspring.

Does that necessarily mean you’ll end up with a poorer quality dog 
if a breeder does not know their pedigree or standards or show their 
dogs?

Maybe, maybe not. But there is a greater likelihood that you’ll get a 
puppy that does not conform to the standard if you purchase a puppy 
from a breeder who does not take pedigrees and standards, and of 
course genetic health, into consideration.

Speaking of Genetic Health...

Genetic health is another important  criterion that sets apart the 
responsible breeder from other so called breeders. The responsible 
breeder will know if there is a predisposition to certain health condi-
tions in any given line of their pedigree.

All breeds have genetic health problems. Some more serious than  
others. The responsible breeder will know what they are for their 
breed and TEST all of their breeding dogs.

Does	that	mean	my	puppy	will	be	free	of	genetic	health	problems?

Not necessarily. Problems can be found in every breed - some more 
than others. All it really means is that there is a less likelihood your 
puppy will have a genetic problem if the parents and their parents and 
so forth are tested clear. The odds are stacked against you however, if 
you purchase a puppy from a breeder who doesn’t test their dogs and 
just breeds Fido to Fluffy, Cute to Cute, with no idea about the genetic 
health or conformation of what their dogs will produce.

Selecting the right breeder is just as important as selecting the right 
breed. With the number of breeders available it can sometimes be 
overwhelming in deciding which breeder is right for you. Do your 
homework and ask questions. Make sure you are comfortable with 
your breeder and have all your questions answered before purchasing 
a puppy.

Reprinted with permission 2012
Canine-Canada
canine-canada.com

Pedigrees, Standards, and Champions
by Canine-Canada 
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The older a pack is ... the more stable its social structure becomes. 
When the alpha male dies, grows old or weak the resulting competi-
tion for the alpha position may disrupt the social stability of the pack.

Most conflicts within a pack are not severe. Some behavior may appear 
severe as the animals display ritualistic threatening postures, noise and 
fighting. Occasionally the fighting may escalate causing serious injury 
or death. Often several animals in the pack will “gang up” on one of the 
dogs involved. An interesting note... in wolves the dominant alpha will 
usually break up the fight before such serious problems occur. Most 
of the time this happens when the dominant male places himself be-
tween the two fighting parties but doesn’t participate in the fight itself.

Leadership within the pack is a matter of supreme importance. The 
leader of the pack initiates the play pattern, which direction the pack 
will travel, when to rest and when it is time to hunt. A well established 
leader rarely has his authority challenged. He/she directs pack activi-
ties and also takes the initiative in reacting to intrusions. The leader is 
neither despotic nor democratic but a combination of both.

Because dog packs are highly organized ... order is the rule. Dogs 
within each pack generally interact predictably and the social structure 
of the groups is maintained. Much of the behavior is directed toward 
the goal of either maintaining one’s social status or possibly raising it. 
A dog’s social status is unusually established early in life but circum-
stance may change this position. Any drastic disturbance such as the 
loss or addition of pack members can trigger a status rearrangement. 
Each and every member is constantly watchful and interested in all 
socially important happenings within the pack. In particular, status 
quarrels are never private affairs between two individuals. The whole 
society may participate in the final outcome.

The role of the omega dog is crucial to the stability of day to day pack 
life. Usually this animal is the outcast and is not allowed to join in pack 
activities. Some scientists believe that the omega position offers a 
way for wolves to disperse energy. If the omega strays from allotted 
territory or attempts to join in on a feeding the pack will persecute the 
omega until order is restored. Energy is released during the confronta-
tion and this is immediately followed by a period of peace.

Dogs have a well-developed social system. This system establishes orderly 
relations among the members. In order for a group of animals to function 
efficiently the system must have an order and a process of communication 
which helps to promote that order.

Social behavior of animals can be organized in many ways. The most 
famous of these is the “pecking order.”  “These structures are a social 
ladder in which each member of the group occupies a certain rank or 
position. The highest-ranking bird can peck every other member of the 
flock without retaliation. The second highest accepts the pecking only 
by the highest member and in turn can peck all lower-ranking birds. 
Other species besides birds may also organize social behavior around 
the general idea of pecking order. However, the actual show of domi-
nance may display itself in a variety of ways. As a result this system is 
now more generally known as the “dominance order.”

There are two separate dominance orders within each pack: a male 
order and a female order. The highest ranking member of each order 
occupies the “alpha” position. “Alpha” is followed by the “beta” individu-
al and so forth until the last position which is called “omega” (as in the 
Greek alphabet). Very few individuals are considered “equal.”

Alpha positions are usually occupied by a mated pair. The ultimate 
dominant individual can be either the male or female and that indi-
vidual directs the activities of the pack. In studies done on wolves, 
however, it is interesting to note that sometimes the alpha male 
refrains from breeding the alpha female. He will allow a lower ranking 
male to mate with her instead.

In wolf packs the alpha male and female are usually the parents of the 
subordinate pack-mates. Very rarely are strange wolves allowed to 
enter an established wolf pack. As canines are “first cousins” to wolves 
this may help to explain why the entry of a strange dog to the pack 
can result in an escalation of fights. In well-established packs there are 
other possible classifications of social ranking : (1) mature subordinate 
animals; (2) outcasts or dogs who rank so low that they avoid the main 
pack members; and (3) juveniles who do not become part of the pack 
nucleus until they are much older. Dominance orders cross sexual lines 
in immature animals and do not divide into male/female orders until 
sexual maturity.

The Social System of the Pack
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There are two types of submission - active and passive. Active submis-
sion features friendliness and is fostered by a friendly and tolerant re-
sponse from the dominant pair. Passive submission is a demonstration 
of inferiority and helplessness. The response of the dominant animal is
usually a show of self-assertion and less tolerance. Researcher Sckenkel 
traced the development of both active and passive submission pat-
terns from food-begging to eliminative behavior in pups.

Without a doubt vocal communication between dogs is extremely 
important. Some of the basic types of vocal communication are: the 
whimper, the growl, the bark and the howl. The whimper can indicate 
either submissiveness or a friendly greeting. Growling can be a sign of 
aggressiveness. Barking can either declare alarm or display the stance 
for a possible challenge. Barking also has varying degrees of sound. 
The bark/whine can also point out a desire to obtain something or can 
be use as a warning.

The “howl” is usually associated with wolves. While many people at-
tribute the howling of a dog to loneliness ... such is really not the case. 

Howling is actually used 
to locate other pack 
members or to call a 
“meeting.”  Howling 
of the group is often 
preceded by whines and 
wags of tails. Research-
ers discovered that by 
imitating the howl an 
individual could draw a 
group of wolves to the 
researchers’ area. While 
most people associate 
a wolf howl with the 
full moon ... wolves will 
spontaneously howl dur-
ing the day. Howling is 
considered a community 
activity or a happy social 
event. Wolves have been 
known run almost any 
distance to join in. This 
is why many individuals 
believe that howling is 
used to assemble the 
pack.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Karen Thayne 
www.italian-greyhound.net

Communication of the Pack

Certain postures and gestures express the inner state of a dog. Other 
dogs notice these patterns and will respond in characteristic ways de-
pending on their own particular feelings. It is thought that patterns of 
expression have evolved to help hold the pack together and to reduce 
aggression among its members.

A pattern of behavior involves the entire physical posture of a dog. 
Usually there is a rearrangement of the posture and position of most 
body parts. Whimpering, growling or other sounds may also accom-
pany these positions. Body odor may also change with the behavior 
but little is known about this aspect. A keen eye is needed to observe 
and understand the different postures.

Facial expressions indicate one level of behavioral change. For ex-
ample, ears pinned back with drawn-back lips indicates aggression be-
cause the dog is insecure. Ears forward with full tooth display indicates 
a full threat by a dominant dog.

The position of the dog’s tail coupled with other parts of the body can 
indicate the mood of the dog. The range of noticeable emotion varies 
anywhere from happy to depressed.

An important contributing factor to harmony within a pack is the 
display of submission. Rolling over, spreading the legs and submitting 
the tender skin of the stomach and genital area to pack inspection 
is the ultimate example of submissive behavior. Sometimes a simple 
lowering of the head is enough to communicate submissiveness. Sub-
missive behavior can also serve as an expression of canine friendliness. 
Sckenkel (1967) defined submission as the effort of the inferior to at-
tain friendly or harmonic social integration. The dominant animal often 
responds to these displays with tolerance, friendliness and superiority 
... but not always.
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Leading Horses to Water
My breed standard was changed to include the undocked tail. This ac-
tion was the eventual result of a judge’s excusal of two European dogs 
because they had natural tails. The standard at that time simply said, 
“Tail is docked.” The judge obviously had a very strong aversion to un-
docked tails. To say that the standard change raised hackles would be a 
gross understatement. We were accused by many of pandering to the 
Animal Rights’ groups when in fact it was done to accommodate dogs 
coming in from FCI countries where docking of tails is no longer legal. 
We were accused of disavowing our terrier heritage when in fact we 
viewed it as an opportunity to further clarify tail set-on and carriage. 
Where the old standard said, “…well set on, carried gaily but never 
over the back,” it now reads, “Tail is set on high. Docked tail preferred. 
Whether docked or natural, the tail is carried 90º from the back, either 
straight or with a slight curve forward. Any deviation from this ideal is 
to be penalized accordingly.” I would note here the European dogs that 
were excused would meet the criteria of today’s standard…tails were 
well set and carried with a slight curve forward.

Never in a million years nor in my wildest dreams did I expect our 
own breeders in this country to decide not to dock tails. Given that 
the docked tail is preferred and there is no reason not to dock, I was 
stunned to find that breeders here are choosing to thumb their noses 
at this dictate and, further, to ignore the historical significance of the 
docked tail. It becomes still more heinous since it directly affects the 
way we are perceived by other terrier people. Montgomery weekend 
brought out Wheaten Terriers with natural tails in droves! One long-
time breeder commented that seeing one or two in the ring was not 
too hard to take but seeing an entire class of them was more than 
disturbing. It was a shock to the system. Had these undocked tails 
been set and carried as the standard states (set on high and straight 
or slightly curved) they would have been less offensive for sure. But 
such was not the case. They were curled, arching over the back, either 
touching it or worse…hanging down to one side, over the loin. One 
exhibitor, when asked why he was not docking tails, responded, “I’m 
making a statement.” Unfortunately, the inquirer did not press further. I 
wondered what that statement might be…perhaps it was, “I don’t like 
terriers and I wish Wheatens were something else!”

But this tale of tails is just part of the story. There seems to be, across 
the board, a casual disregard for the standard in general. When a 
breeder stands ringside and says, “I like a bigger dog,” referencing a 
dog that would fare well, size-wise anyway, in the Airedale ring, what 
message is being sent to those neophyte breeders or judges that 
might overhear the comment? When a breeder of long standing walks 
into the ring with a dog that looks like a freight train on stumps isn’t 
the message clear that the breeder feels this dog is true to breed type? 
Is this sort of thing indicative of a blatant disregard for the standard or 
is it that the standard is not understood? Either way, the result is dis-
turbing to those with an artist’s eye, those that understand breeding 
is an art form and requires this artist’s eye. The real problem however 
is not with the long-time breeders, though many could use what we 
call “continuing education” to develop a more discerning eye. It is our 
newer breeders who need educating.   

I do not feel the condition is idiosyncratic to my own breed. In discus-
sions with doyennes of other breeds I hear the same story. I recently 
had a discussion with a prominent breeder of a popular toy breed. She 
relayed a story about a neophyte whom she was trying to mentor and 
advise. In the process she suggested that the young woman buy one

of the breed’s illustrated standards to study. The response basically 
was that she did not want to spend $15 and besides she already knew 
the standard. Another breeder shared her story of a novice breeder/
exhibitor who was preparing to advertise a recent win. The photo 
she planned to use was dreadful and, in her most gentle manner, the 
breed-elder suggested that she might not want to use it. The novice 
did not understand and further explained that it was the only one she 
had. Our breed-elder advised that she hire a photographer and get a 
photo of her dog that did it justice.

The proof of a breeder’s knowledge, or lack thereof, is not only pal-
pable by what they choose to bring into the ring but also by what they 
sell as show quality and by the photos they use to advertise their wins. 
How many times have you looked at a win picture and wondered, 
“What were they thinking?”

How can we educate breeders when they don’t know that they don’t 
know? It’s a hard one. The axiom, “You can lead a horse to water but 
you can’t make him drink” is alive and well here. I honestly feel too 
many of today’s breeders have no concept of canine anatomy. They 
can’t tell you the difference between the zygomatic arch and the oc-
cipital bone. Further, many fail to recognize the difference between a 
dog that is crippled and one that isn’t. They have no idea how difficult 
it is to breed away from long and low…just look around the all-breed 
rings to see how many breeds are now plagued with long and low. Do 
breeder/exhibitors ever have someone gait their dog so that they can 
see for themselves what everyone else including the judge is seeing? 
An exhibitor speaks of her dog having “four good legs” when in fact 
he only has three! Some years back I visited a breeder in the midwest 
to evaluate a litter. I voiced concern over feet… some pup’s feet were 
splayed. Our standard requires that they be compact with good depth 
of pad. The breeder looked aghast and said, “Oh no, don’t tell me I have 
to worry about feet, too?” Yes, all of that, and feet, too!

by Gay Dunlap

Lisa W
eaver Livingston©
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How many clubs have planned a breeder-education seminar where 
few-to-none show up? It happens. Our Judge’s Education CD is made 
available to all judges free of charge and to breeders for a modest sum. 
Our breeders seldom take advantage of this. One respected breeder 
posted on our club list, “Do our breeders just not understand, or 
do they forget to read the Standard occasionally? Or is this an arro-
gance…”

We expect our 
judges to under-
stand our respec-
tive standards. 
We are consci-
entious about 
offering judges’ 
seminars and 
ringside men-
toring. Judges 
also are consci-
entious in this 
regard, though 
often it is simply 
because AKC 
requires them 
to be. Nothing 
is really required 
of our neophyte breeders, except perhaps that they sign a code of 
ethics in which they agree to such banal statements as, “I breed for the 
characteristics set forth in the Official Standard…” signifying nothing, 
since often they have no idea what that means. Should this change? 
Perhaps we need to require our new breeders to buy and study what-
ever educational tools the parent club has available. We need to plan 
Breeder Education Seminars and require new breeders to attend prior 
to becoming full-fledged, voting members. Should we offer a test on 
canine anatomy? I am just throwing out ideas here. How about ring-
side mentoring where we watch other breeds noted for correct move-
ment; if yours is a coated breed, watching a non-coated breed such as 
Dobermans can teach a lot about structure as related to movement. 
Another valuable learning experience might be attending parent club-
endorsed breed seminars on breeds other than ones’ own. Our breeder 
education programs, in general, need to be more comprehensive than 
most of them now are.

As judges, we appraise virtues, or at least we should. And we prioritize 
faults, honoring that “there are no perfect dogs.” As breeders, we must 
know enough about our breed to effectively do the same, prioritize. 
Prioritize means, if your standard calls for a square outline, just how 
much off square is your dog… a lot or just a little? If your standard calls 
for a rise over the loin, does your dog hold the rise or flatten out on 

the go-around… if so, to what degree? In both 
examples, do the virtues atone for the faults?

Finally, a dog can deviate from the standard and 
still have breed type. It can display the essence of 
the breed regardless of faults. It is all a matter of 
degree and this is where the prioritizing comes 
into play. “I like a bigger dog,” contrasts, perhaps 
subtly but unmistakably, with “I can forgive a big-
ger dog if it excels in breed type or has the cor-
rect make and shape.” This can, however, prove 
a difficult concept for the neophyte breeder to 
wrap his head around. When a dog no longer 
looks like the breed it is supposed to represent, in 
the eyes of those who know, it has no business in 
the ring. It is sad that there are breeders so uned-
ucated as to allow these dogs to be shown. Some 
are even shown in Bred-By, a class that should be 
reserved for the very cream of the crop. Bottom 
line, we, as breed elders, must become more 

resolute about educating the new people that choose to embrace our 
respective breeds. We must lead them to the water, wherever it may 
be, and make them drink!     

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Gay Dunlap 
Canine Chronicle 
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Australian Terrier Club of America
Breed Standard

Tail: Set on high and carried erect at a 
twelve to one o’clock position, docked 
in balance with the overall dog leaving 
slightly less than one half , a good hand-
hold when mature. 

Our breeder education programs, in general, need to be 
more comprehensive than most of them now are



SUNLIGHT = REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Reproductive, behavioral or thyroid problems? Sunlight, vitamin 
D, and melatonin power canine fertility, thyroid hormones, and 
regulate overall health!  In ALL SPECIES.

Obviously house dogs are most affected by vitamin D deficiency and 
insufficient melatonin because they are deprived of natural, unfiltered 
sunlight AND subjected to artificial light wavelengths..

Reproductive and thyroid problems have become rampant in dogs.  
At one time, all animals received that all-important dose of sunlight.  
Today we suffer from light deprivation and thus, we no longer manu-
facture adequate levels of vitamin D, melatonin, and other vital hor-
mones.  The result is an alarming percentage of children on behavior 
modification drugs and school violence is at an all-time high.  Antide-
pressants are the most-prescribed dugs in the U.S. and an amazingly 
high percentage of “patients” are dogs!  Think about where your most 
beloved dogs spend most of their time.  Then consider why the new 
field of Canine Behavioral consultants is flourishing!

Light Deprivation has become a serious a problem in dogs for the 
same reason it is detrimental to night workers.

Sunlight is necessary for the production of serotonin - the “feel good” 
substance contained in chocolate and some anti-depressant medica-
tions... The daily migration to the city decrees a long pre-dawn trip to 
the city with an after-dark return, further depriving a large percentage 
of the population of those precious hours of sunlight… Violent crime is 
escalating and more people are on anti-depressants than ever.

In today’s hustle-bustle world, we work from sunup to sundown, much 
like farmers. But unlike our great grandparents, we work inside, under 
artificial and fluorescent lighting - where most show dogs spend a 
great part of their time!  Breeders take pride in elaborate air-condi-
tioned kennels with small windows to block the sun or the cold.  They 
obviously don’t realize that almost all mammals MUST have 10 hours 
of full sunlight to stay healthy.  That includes predators.  Watch where 
your house pets snooze during the day.  In a shaft of sunlight, right?

Melatonin For Mood & Overall Health

A 20-year study led by neuroscientist George Brainard at the Farber 
Institute was based on understanding how the brain interprets, reacts 
to and uses light independently of the visual system.  We now know 
how the human eye uses light to regulate melatonin production, and 
in turn, the body’s biological clock.

The study revealed a “photoreceptor system” in the human eye which 
reacts to specific wavelengths of light.  Light in the blue region of the 
visible spectrum is the most potent in controlling melatonin produc-
tion and the body’s circadian rhythms.

Artificial light interferes with the production of melatonin. Many 
scientists believe circadian rhythm is linked to your biological aging 
clock. Interruption of the natural light and dark cycles causes stress; 
continued disruption causes disease. Overall cancer rates are lower 
in the southern hemisphere, and SAD (see below) higher in northern 
hemisphere, and in night workers. Melatonin is produced as we sleep, 
but it is stimulated by sunlight.  By the way ladies, melatonin tablets 
before bedtime may aid in the prevention of breast cancer. Breast

cancer rates are soaring. I’m not saying there’s a connection between 
that and our insistence on turning night into day (and vice versa for 
night workers) but re-read Dr. Brainard’s research above and consider 
the low fertility rate and ever-climbing cancer rate in man and his Best 
Friends, including cats.  There is mounting evidence that melatonin 
suppresses the development of tumors and may actually reconstitute 
bone marrow integrity. It has also dramatically increased the life span 
and the reproductive ability of mice.

You and your house dogs will benefit from this simple guideline: 
Through the production of melatonin, the pineal gland plays a master 
role in immune system’s ability to respond virological or environmental 
challenge. Try the unthinkable – avoid TV for an hour before bedtime.  
The flickering light and bursts of sound emitted by your TV  disrupts 
the body’s cooling and calming down process necessary for a good 
night’s sleep.  It probably does your lap dog and the one dozing at 
your feet no good either.  Read a relaxing book instead, especially a 
text book... 

There’s an inseparable relationship between the neuro-endocrine and 
immune systems, especially between the pituitary and the thymus 
glands which actually regulate the immune system. Melatonin works 
in the hypothalamus region of the brain, DURING DARKNESS. It 
stimulates tissue regeneration and along with serotonin, influences 
neurotransmitters, helps to stabilize homeostasis, and maintain those 
all important connective tissues, muscles, and bones!

Since 1992 I’ve written about the adverse effect on melatonin pro-
duction caused by behavior such as leaving the light on in a sleeping 
child’s room.  The same applies to the kennel. Turn off the lights! Don’t 
leave the light on for a new mom. Trust me, she can “see” every puppy...

SAD - Seasonal Affective Disorder

SAD affects dogs too.  “This discovery will have an immediate impact 
on the therapeutic use of light for treating winter depression and cir-
cadian disorders,” said Dr. Brainard, professor of neurology at Jefferson 
Medical College University.  It’s called Seasonal Affective Disorder 
because depression occurs more during the winter months when the 
sun’s rays are weakest and we’re inside out of the cold!

SAD mechanics are simple. Light must enter the eyes in order to 
stimulate the hypothalamus, pineal gland, and the pituitary gland, the 
body’s master hormone-secreting factory.  Some animals hibernate 
during the winter when the sun’s rays are the weakest.  Dr. Brainard 
and others are studying an even newer hypothesis: Over-exposure to 
light at night can disrupt the production of melatonin and disturb cir-
cadian rhythms.  Again, note that epidemiological studies have found 
an increased breast cancer incidence in women who work night shifts.

Canine Reproduction & Heat Cycles

Your dream of a special litter from your sheltered bitch can turn into a 
nightmare of confusing heat cycles.  One of the main consequences of 
light deprivation is cessation of normal reproduction. Are we all agreed 
that mutts conceive easily? Our sheltered (read that again, sheltered, 
i.e. inside, out of the sun!) show dogs need wine, soft music, and a lot 
of prayers in order to get pregnant. Does that have to do with genetics 
or is it because purebreds are more pampered, living 

by Barbara J. Andrews
Natural sunlight produces vitamin D which affects your dog’s thyroid, metabolic balance, heat cycles and libido.
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Are we to believe that the best 
medical brains in the 
United States thought that 
President Bush, his wife, and 
their dog all inherited the same 
genetic code?  Of course not.  
But I would have pointed out 
that all three of them spent 
most of their daytime hours inside, 
in artificial light.  Let’s hope 
George Jr. gets enough sunlight during his 
early morning runs and time spent on the ranch to prevent 
his and Laura from developing thyroid problems.

Sunlight Summary: Mental, Physical, Reproductive Health

Do for yourself what you are about to do for your dogs.  Make it a point 
to get out in the sun every day.  No sunglasses.  It is neither necessary 
nor advisable to look at the sun in order for the rays to enter the iris 
and 30 minutes in direct sunlight is equivalent to 500 mg of vitamin D.  
Forget what the experts say and “expose” yourself to the sun. People 
have done so for thousands of years.

If I’ve failed to convince you of the importance of light, read the Bible 
or reflect on your particular religious teachings. In all beliefs of which I 
am aware, the light and/or specifically the sun, play a paramount role. 
We are all descended from sun worshipers. “God is Light.” “Look East”.  
Many cultures pray facing East. The Native American teepee faced east 
but by the early 20th early century, most were in reservation housing 
and health suffered, including acute depression and alcoholism.

From an anthropological perspective, consider that man evolved with 
respect for and innate knowledge of the sun. From a cave dweller, he 
became a cliff dweller, and today, he is just a moving speck within a 
concrete metropolis. Whereas life span has doubled due to medical ad-
vances, overall health has declined. The more we are shaded by mod-
ern life, the more our health declines.  You’ve got the idea. Dogs have 
evolved along with Man but they were not meant to live in the dark.  If 
you apply what you now know about the critical role of sunlight, you 
will both benefit. As you begin to hear more about how light affects us, 
just nod and say “I already knew that.”

In closing, I am struck by past cognition. Much of this is extracted from 
my ShowSight magazine columns of the early nineties. Today Zoloft 
and Ambien are in the top ten of all prescriptions written in the U.S.  
The use of “mood elevators” in night workers is at an all time high.  Chil-
dren who once played outside now go from fluorescent light in class 
rooms to shuttered rooms in the home so they can better see the TV or 
computer screen. And incredibly, valium and Prozac are now common 
veterinary prescriptions. Why do dogs need Prozac? Now you know.  So 
turn out the lights, go to bed when it’s dark, get up with the sun, and 
live in the light. Be a sun-seeker for your own health and that of your 
dogs; use natural spectrum bulbs; and avoid fluorescent lighting.  You 
now know how to keep your family and your dogs fertile, healthy, and 
off anti-depressants!  Oh, and take off the sunglasses!!

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Barbara “BJ” Andrews 
Copyright © NetPlaces, Inc. 
TheDogPlace.org - All Rights Reserved 
www.thedogplace.org/Genetics/Top-Breeder_Andrews-02.asp
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in high-rise apartments or inside kennels, thus dogs have more thyroid 
problems than ever before? It’s not just that they diagnose it more. The 
incidence is much higher and it is increasing yearly. Why is that? You 
know. You just read about sunlight and how it enters through the iris, 
stimulates the pineal gland, and sets off hormone production. Where 
are the fertile and prolific mutts, farm dogs, and hunting dogs? They 
are outside. Trotting around the neighborhood or living in a “dog lot” 
until time to hunt. Even most (shudder) puppy mill dogs get sunlight 
in those rabbit-hutch cages!  But our treasured house dogs, how much 
bright, unfiltered sunlight do they get?

Re-think Kennel Lighting

If you have a kennel building, install large south-facing windows or 
skylights, Ott-lights or a similar FULL SPECTRUM lighting system. (Note: 
such lighting is now easily obtainable and reasonably priced)  Do not 
use fluorescent lighting - barely detectable strobes can cause serious 
mental, emotional, and hormonal imbalance. Use natural-spectrum 
incandescent bulbs.

During long summer days when they should be outside soaking 
up sunlight, show dogs are inside (in air conditioning), and in many 
kennels, that’s a double whammy because that is where they are also 
exposed to florescent lighting.

Numerous studies have revealed the hazards of fluorescent tubes, all 
of which emit electromagnetic energy and unnatural light rays. People 
who work under such lights are being damaged in ways that may one 
day be compared to the revelations re “asbestos” and “miner’s lung.”  
Today children are protected from lead but instead they grow up in 
fluorescent-lighted classrooms!  To further disrupt mental and physical 
health, they wear sunglasses when outside.  Both practices assure that 
the pineal gland receives inadequate amounts of light. Delinquency 
and juvenile violence rates are soaring...... A connection? Read on..

Sunlight Affects Fertility In Other Species

I know this is about dogs but... Cats are naturally prolific.  Stud cats 
kept under fluorescent lights in a basement or inside cattery stop 
siring.  Put a queen in full spectrum lighting and she’ll begin calling in 
the dead of winter, something felines never do! Conversely, put her in 
a darkened basement and she’ll stop cycling. Cats are used as an ex-
ample because they “call” constantly during spring and early summer, 
i.e., during longer seasonal daylight hours.

Another inarguable example: Deprive laying hens of natural sunlight 
or natural spectrum inside lighting and egg production ceases.  Low 
levels of sunlight and increased exposure to artificial light during 
naturally “dark” hours interferes with the production of melatonin and 
interrupts circadian rhythm, which is directly linked to our biological 
aging clock.  Reread “SAD” above!

So make sure you get adequate exposure to unfiltered sunlight. Take 
off those sunglasses, relax, un-stress, and sort out cloud formations for 
a few precious moments. A daily 10-minute health-break basking in 
life-giving light will insure you don’t become “sad,” summer or winter.

The Nation’s Most Sheltered Canine Tested For Thyroid 
Imbalance
Don’t be fooled into believing thyroid imbalance is genetic. In 1991 
PRESIDENT BUSH was diagnosed with and treated for thyroid mbal-
ance. I’m unclear as to whether or not Mrs. Bush was also treated but 
both she and her Springer Spaniel had complete thyroid panels run! 

http://www.thedogplace.org/Genetics/Top-Breeder_Andrews-02.asp


Practical Genetics for Dog Breeders
For most dog breeders, as well as dog buyers, genetics is both a con-
fusing and intimidating topic. This short article is intended to clarify 
some commonly held misconceptions about genetics and to offer some 
simplified explanations which (hopefully) will help the average guy (or 
gal) understand a few basic concepts of genetics that are important in 
breeding and owning purebred dogs. A couple of good references written 
for dog fanciers are listed at the end of this article for those seeking more 
information and more in-depth explanations. This is NOT intended to be a 
technically accurate article; the subject is approached with a broad stroke, 
so disputes about details can certainly be argued. But there is a place for 
a general outline of genetics as applied to breeding dogs and this article 
attempts to help fill that hole only.

THE MYTHS:

Myth #1. Purebreds are “weaker” than mutts. Mixed breeds and 
crossbred dogs display more genetic faults and inherited disease traits 
than any one breed & routinely exhibit the same diseases as seen in 
purebreds and many times at the same frequency for common dis-
eases. There are endless sets of statistics to prove this idea is a myth, 
but they never seem to convince the committed. This is probably due 
to the combination of the following: a) Sick and crippled mongrels 
are less likely to be counted as they are less likely to be among the 
living, let alone among those dogs taken to vet clinic for expensive 
care. b) No owner (breeder/veterinarian) ever attributed a disease to 
a mongrel’s breeding. c) The “Ugly Tourist” syndrome: many healthy 
pets live quietly on, while one chronically sick Irish Setter or a German 
Shepherd with hip dysplasia gets more than their share of the focus. 
Add to this that the better made pets are, for the average pet owner, 
much harder to find, which results (despite all good intentions) in 
purchases from the uninformed if not out right uncaring breeder. d) 
It is romantically enticing to think “Mother Nature” does a better job 
of taking care of “her children” than corrupt “Man” does. However the 
fact that “she” doesn’t look after any of “her individual children” is a sad 
reality obvious to those who study nature carefully. Sickness, death & 
suffering is just exactly how nature winnows out the numbers to an 
acceptable level; cruelty by our moral standards is a standard event 
in nature. Nature’s idea of “controlling” disease is to let the afflicted 
individuals be born, suffer and die. We as breeders can do better-we 
mostly all try--and we can increase the odds of healthy puppies which 
live out healthy lives by our choices of breeding practices.

Myth #2. Inbreeding is bad; it causes sick and unstable dogs. This 
goes with the idea (also erroneous) than inbreeding doesn’t occur 
in nature. Man’s cultural taboos on inbreeding are largely behind all 
these myths. Inbreeding (including line breeding) & out-crossing are 
essentially neutral tools used to effect certain ends. It is certainly true 
that such a thing as “inbreeding depression” occurs when there is a 
loss of diversity among genes, and inbreeding WILL result in a more 
common appearance of recessive traits of all kinds. But there is also 
such a phenomena called “out-breeding depression” that occurs when 
you “mess with” a bloodline’s “good” set of genes by introducing “new 
blood” into a breeding program. All this is demonstrated in wild as 
well as zoo populations as well as various domestic animal breeding 
programs. The point is you just cannot make blanket statements such 
as “inbreeding is bad, out crossing is good;” nothing in breeding or 
nature is ever that simple. Bad breeding decisions often end in sick & 
unstable animals, but even the best breeding program has individuals 
who may fall ill.

Myth #3. If it is a genetic trait & you have the gene, you are going to 
get the disease, etc. associated with the trait. This is probably one of 
the most commonly held & terribly wrong notions people have about 
genetics. Innate does not mean fated. Having a gene for some trait 
may be a LONG way from having the trait expressed; you won’t get 
sick necessarily just because you have a gene for a disease. Genes 
don’t “cause” disease; the expression of them may, so there has to be 
an appreciation of how to manage “bad” genes so that disease doesn’t 
result. One way this is done is to recognize as “carriers” those relatives 
(to a sick animal) that are likely to share the capacity to produce the 
disease in their own potential offspring. Such individuals need to be 
seen at increase risk for producing the disease (or unwanted trait) in 
question, and so are best used when so identified and where the dis-
ease is deemed manageable, or otherwise eliminated when possible 
from potential breeding stock. But given most breeds/breeders are 
juggling several things at once; such ideal circumstances may not be 
available. And some carriers at least, particularly for “lesser” diseases 
(or faults), may need to be used to avoid greater problems. So on 
several levels it is critical to recognize that genetic traits are not like a 
scarlet letter that brands someone as “defective,” just as it’s critical to 
recognize that we all (and all our dogs) carry defective and even lethal 
genes. The key, again, is selection: selection as a breeder for what 
defects are tolerable (i.e. those cosmetic or fashion) and which are not 
(i.e. those deadly or costly).

Myth #4. If the environment affects the course of a disease/trait, then 
that proves the trait is not genetic. This is the twin of myth #3 & just 
about as common. Environment is PART of the genetic inheritance 
of a person or dog: a certain environment is necessary for each and 
every gene to get “turned on” & expressed. They work TOGETHER, not 
in opposition. For example, if a dog with genes for hip dysplasia is 
fed carefully with low protein & low calcium and kept from any real 
exercise, this dog may express the genes later and with less obvious 
original bony changes than the pup that eats a ton & runs around 
unsupervised. Both will end up with arthritis, likely, and both EQUALLY 
are going to pass on their genes for this crippling disease to their 
offspring. In this example, the first dog is just less “honest” about 
what sort of potential parent he really is from a genetic perspective, 
although certainly he’s the happier dog for having had his disease well 
managed. Diet and supplements can mask the effects of disease and 
even control them: think about adult onset diabetes which is usually 
controlled wholly by diet or those with such as celiac disease (“allergy” 
to wheat, etc.). But disease controlled by environmental manipulation 
isn’t a cure & the offspring of dogs who need enzyme supplements, 
for example, are going to display the same kind of pancreatic insuf-
ficiency their parents did, even if none of these animals are ever prop-
erly diagnosed and their genetic defect isolated or even admitted. 
As Richard Dawkins says: “A gene’s meaning is context dependent.” 
Another somewhat unhappy consequence here is that the good of the 
individual can be in conflict with the best interests of the breed: avoid-
ing producing disease in future offspring means not being beguiled 
when good management lessens or even hides the effects of disease 
(poor structure, etc.) grounded in genes which are going to be passed 
on in beloved individuals. We want to take the best care certainly of 
each of our dogs, but we don’t want to put on blinders when dogs do 
need a lot of care to be successfully managed.
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Myth #5. Genetic means congenital. People still confuse congeni-
tal and inherited. Inherited means acquired (genetically) from the 
parent(s). Congenital means present at birth technically, although
practically congenital means the disease manifests early on (i.e. it is 
seen in a puppy or at least the adolescent dog). Congenital problems 
can be inherited. But many inherited diseases are not obvious until the 
animal is mature. That is EXACTLY why we still have problems getting 
rid of them.

Myth #6 You can buy/breed a dog without undesirable genes. This 
puppy buyers often demand and some breeders even will promise. Ev-
ery dog alive likely carries some undesirable traits. In the breeds where 
this has been systematically studied, every breed individual is likely to 
carry for 3-5 unwanted traits (gene load) for serious health problems, 
and that’s not even touching the complex subjects of temperament 
or type. The question is less rather IF you will accept unwanted traits, 
than WHICH you will decree as most undesirable and which you (and 
your dogs!) can accept and live with. Having crooked tails or missing 
teeth sure beats heart disease and hip dysplasia---but all are inherited. 
You must ask yourself which undesirable traits you would choose 
to carry in your line or have in your dogs. This is the real question 
breeders face. And this is rather hard for some folks to swallow as they 
believe in myths#3-5 & think your genes are your destiny, and that 
anything genetic is some sort of scarlet letter (a moral fault instead 
of a part of nature). We all need to learn a bit more of how biology 
really works and discard erroneous ideas not based on the evidence in 
nature. Disease isn’t sin. And all creatures under the sun are imperfect. 
The ideal type by definition does not exist.

Genetic disease is not some sort of shame to be hidden and whis-
pered about & it shouldn’t be overlooked or forgotten. Genetic disease 
should be documented so the breeding of two carriers of something 
really scary, for example, can be avoided. One of the HUGE reasons 
purebreds have so many problems with genetic disease is this habit 
we have to “hide it, deny it, lie about it”--while others whisper and gos-
sip. It makes you want to say “come on people--if we are not ashamed 
of what we are breeding, and if we are really concerned about the 
state of our ‘beloved’ breeds, then why are we not honestly document-
ed the faults found out in our lines?” But the result of being candid 
about disease can be that the honest breeder who admits to line faults 
may get bashed by his/her peers as well as be avoided by puppy, 
while those who hide their problems successfully often get rewarded 
with breedings and buyers-while the breed then suffers. The breeds 
would benefit from a more sophisticated take from both buyers and 
breeders. Puppy buyers, ask what the line is working on improving 
and expect an answer that it does have some less than wonderful 
things: focus on what the breeder is doing to eliminate or control 
them and try to find someone with a list similar to yours (of traits bad, 
maybe, but at least livable/acceptable). In this way puppy buyers can 
help improve purebreds--by not running away from an honest quality 
breeder who tells you his/her line carries for, and so ending up dealing 
with an ignorant (if sincere) sort of breeder, the ostrich-sort who never 
seems to hear of any problems with any of their dogs, or even the 
breeder who quietly is working on issues but fearful of sharing this 
information. It would be good if buyers and breeders both realized 
that it is a lack of knowledge of how to properly set up and manage 
a successful breeding program more than any evil designs or other 
nefarious motives than is damaging to purebred dogs. And there isn’t 
a “one size fits all” answer to what is “right” or “wrong” to breed. The 
rule of thumb in fact should be that a breeder is always perfectly free 
to choose what level and kinds of risks they are willing to take, as long 
as they are candid with those potentially involved (breeders, buyers) 
about the risks being assumed.

GENETIC TERMS & their basic meanings:

WHAT IS DOMINANCE? 
Dominance is a rather old-fashioned term not much used by working 
geneticists anymore which describes a situation in which a gene is 
expressed when present in a single dose. What this means is you can 
see the effect of the gene if the pup in question only had one parent 
with the trait. (And it means the pup HAD to have one parent with 
the gene, but could have had two). There are not a lot of examples of 
simple dominance for undesirable because you simply do not breed 
the dog that has it and it is gone. In Danes an example of simple 
dominance is the desirable trait of masking. If a puppy has a single 
gene for masking they will have a mask, and if they have a single par-
ent with a single gene for masking, they can be masked. Naturally if 
you want litters all with masked puppies, then the ideal situation is to 
breed two parents each with two genes for masking and then all the 
pups will not only have masks, but will always also throw masks. Merle 
is another example of a dominant trait, but here we are dealing with 
what is called a co-dominant. In this case, you have only two genes 
(merle and non-merle for example), but you have three phenotypes 
instead of two as in the above example. There is one “look” to the dog 
when he has two of the dominant gene, a different look when he has 
one of the dominant gene, and a third variation on appearance when 
the dominant is lacking (i.e. merlikin, merle and black in this case). 
Nice part of simple dominance and co-dominant traits is that if you 
don’t see it you don’t have it.

Of course, most ‘dominant’ genes are dominants with variable expres-
sion and/or incomplete penetrance, especially when discussing 
disease causing genes. Variable expression is the erratic expression 
of a trait. A typical example found in dogs is the common congenital 
heart problem sub-aortic/aortic stenosis (S/AS). A dog with S/AS can 
have such a large deformity that he suffers a sudden fatal heart at-
tack, or the changes in the heart structure can be so mild that only an 
echocardiogram can pick them up (and the dog may be asymptomatic 
all of his life). Incomplete penetrance is a population comment. It 
means that only a certain percentage of the population that HAS the 
gene will show the effect of the gene. You got it, but only got an 80% 
chance of ever seeing its effects. In all these cases, for breeders, these 
are hard to control, and any example of expression must be taken for 
proof the gene in the line-to act cautiously & responsibility-and pedi-
grees should be so marked. Congenital megaesophagus is inherited 
in many large breeds this way. These sorts of complex dominance 
problems cannot be treated as simple dominance is. The “responsible” 
party may be hard to identify. And unless there has been genetic level 
work done; in many of the cases where the trait is described as “auto-
somal dominant with incomplete penetrance” the situation is actually 
a polygenic scenario, with a small group of genes contributing to the 
problem. So the practical solution in such cases is to treat both parents 
as having contributed to the disease, and to chose to go elsewhere in 
future breedings (i.e. where the same disease has not manifested) with 
related dogs. And naturally it is best not to breed affecteds (dogs with 
the disease); no matter how mild the form of the disease takes--when 
dealing with something serious at least.

WHAT IS SEX-LINKED? 
Sex or X-linked means the gene is carried on the X chromosome. So 
the pattern of inheritance and disease is somewhat different than for 
autosomal (not-sex chromosome) genes. X-linked traits are commonly 
seen only in males, who got it from their mother (dad gave them a 
Y-chromosome to make them boys). Likely half their sisters are carriers 
of the trait just like mom was. And (without a gene level test) you can-
not tell which sister is clear and which a carrier until they have pups. 
Some forms of cryptorchidism (retained testicles) as well as some 
bleeding disorders are thought to be so inherited. The classic form of 
DCM (cardiomyopathy) in Danes looks like
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it might be inherited as an X-linked, or perhaps a mitochon drial trait 
(another trait got from the mom). Where X-linkage is documented, 
you don’t blame the daddy for this, but rather acknowledge that
momma, unseen, is the author of the trait in question, and use her 
only with this in mind. She likely got it through a series of healthy 
females descended from the original male who also showed up with 
the disease. (And you might search the pedigree for other affected 
males, trying to find a thread.) Do note that some X-linked traits need 
another gene for disease to express, like epilepsy in Standard Schnau-
zers: in this case both parents *may* be involved in the inheritance 
pattern; this may well be the case for some “cardio” as well. To deal 
with this kind of disease successfully then takes a different strategy, 
one covered in the section called “Polygenic” below. Don’t forget the 
sisters of any such affected brother are likely carriers when dealing 
with X-linked traits, so pedigrees should be properly marked to reflect 
this, even though these sisters may never be unwell. There is another 
peculiar sort of inheritance that is purely from the mother called mito-
chondrial DNA inheritance. These are the little dynamos that give cells 
energy and mammals typically get all their mitochrondria from their 
mommas. Mitochondrial DNA is thought to be behind some forms of 
cardiomyopathy & in these cases, again, the mother is “at fault”, not 
the dad, although then both sons and daughters would more likely be 
equally affected.

WHAT IS A RECESSIVE TRAIT? 
A recessive trait is a trait for which two copies of the gene must be 
present for the trait to be seen. This means that it “takes two to tango” 
and BOTH parents HAD TO HAVE the gene in question for the trait to 
ever be seen. This is VERY important to understand clearly, as many 
important traits, as well as many diseases, result from a form of reces-
sive inheritance. And since complex dominance and polygenetic 
traits must be treated (somewhat) as one treats recessive traits to rid 
a bloodline of a problem (or minimize the effects of a trait), knowing 
how to manage recessives is critical. BOTH parents are PROVEN (obli-
gate) CARRIERS if they EVER produce ONE SINGLE PUP with a reces-
sive trait. There are many, many traits on this list and line-breeding 
will aid the expression of such genes. So geneticists advise we don’t 
point fingers and hide pups with recessive traits. Rather contact the 
stud owner, share your information, acknowledging the contribution 
both parents made, and mark the pedigrees properly to help make 
progress in your breed and your bloodline. Note that both parents are 
obligate carriers (have the gene for sure), mark all “normal” offspring as 
likely (66.66%) to also be carriers, and look for common relatives of the 
parents who likely brought the trait down to the current generation 
(to avoid repeating the experience). Don’t condemn--it takes two car-
riers to mate to find out you got a trait: consider this an opportunity 
to learn more about your bloodline. You don’t have to toss all the dogs 
on the reject pile either necessarily. If the trait is acceptable (for all it 
is undesirable) and livable for the dogs, then just letting it go may be 
an option. If the trait is serious, then how you treat it may depend on 
how widespread it is in your breed. If it is rare and/or “bad,” then best 
generally to cull these animals who are carriers from the gene pool 
(so it won’t spread). If it is common and/or minor, then such a drastic 
approach may not be reasonable, and you will have to use carefully 
marked pedigrees and/or test breedings to control the expression of 
the gene. After all, remember, it is not the GENE that causes the prob-
lem, but the expression of that gene. Note utilizing all  available ge-
netic & even phenotypic screening is a short-cut to making progress 
especially with unwanted recessives, be they color traits or for disease. 

WHAT IS MEANT BY POLYGENIC?
 Polygenic is how many serious problems in dogs are characterized 
genetically. This means more than one gene is responsible for the con-
dition’s expression, and that means tracking the inheritance is more 
difficult and more frustrating than with simple dominants & simple 
recessives. Although it is certainly not precise, treating polygenic 
situations as you would treat simple recessives is probably going to 
get you the best results as to controlling canine genetic disease, when 
your options for “proof” are limited (and this is what most geneticists 
recommend as a practical solution to a complex problem for dog 
breeders). Certainly, both parents must be included as likely contribu-
tors to the disease. As a rule of thumb complex characteristics are 
polygenic: hip conformation & congenital heart disease, head confor-
mation as well as the resulting bite, construction of internal organs 
(that end in heart, kidney, etc. malformation or malfunction as well as 
normal function, of course). In some cases a single “main” gene may 
ultimately be found to be the culprit, but in many cases inheritance is 
still erratic, so these things get stuck into the “polygenic” pile until they 
get sorted out. Note this does NOT mean these traits are “not genetic” 
because certain proof of how they are inherited is lacking; that is more 
head in the sand tactics. If it occurs in a particular population (such as 
certain breed or even bloodline) more often than in the general popu-
lation, then, to be careful and conservative as a breeder, it must be 
treated with the caution of it being inherited unless proven otherwise. 
A breeder truly concerned with the breed’s welfare is not going to 
dismiss the evidence a trait is LIKELY genetic when potentially carrying 
down certain undesirable (or even debilitating) traits.

WHAT IS CULLING & HOW IS IT USED? 
Culling is the removal of an individual from further breeding consid-
eration. It is NOT necessarily killing. Any dog spayed or neutered is 
culled & could be called a “cull,” just like any animal that never has off-
spring technically is a cull. Culling is simply selecting breeding stock, 
be it from natural forces or breeders who choose who will produce 
pups and who will not. Culling out newborn puppies is something 
breeders learned from observing nature and from experience with 
certain traits seen early that indicate future problems. (But culling 
out by breeders, unlike in nature, is done by humane euthanasia, not 
by starvation, competition and exposure.) Puppies are not normally 
killed “just” for color, despite widespread persistent myths in some 
quarters to the contrary. Puppies were traditionally euthanized for one 
of three reasons: a) the litter has an excessive number of pups in it, b) 
the pup in question has a trait associated with serious defects that will 
likely impair a normal life, or c) the breeder is unable to find suitable 
homes for the puppies in question. All are acts of extreme responsi-
bility and were part of traditional practices, so no breeder should be 
condemned automatically for culling, and breeders who cull out at 
birth are not by definition less feeling than those who, for whatever 
reason, choose other methods to manage excess and impaired pups. 
Traditional breeder ethics demanded culling, to include euthanizing 
some newborns, as a moral imperative; current thinking on this sub-
ject has changed, but there are sincere and able folks on both sides of 
this divide. Most breeders will be faced with the need to cull out new-
borns at some point, and some breeders face the issue often. Culling, 
however it is done, keeps the breed strong by selecting only the best 
individuals to parent the next generation: so it is a necessary breeder’s 
tool. Culling out newborns when to keep them  would have bad ef-
fects on the pup itself, on the other pups, the dam &/or the breed itself 
is just one of the least pleasant burdens being a breeder brings.
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And culling in the larger sense is used by everyone who breeds...
including nature. But for all it is a necessary part of any breeding pro-
gram, the “culls” are NOT lesser in any sense per se: I do hope we are 
now at a time in history when we will no longer judge anyone purely 
on their reproductive value.

WHAT IS TEST-BREEDING & HOW IS IT USED?
Test breeding is, classically, the breeding of a suspected carrier to a 
dog known to have a certain trait (typically an unwanted trait), to de-
termine IF the suspected carrier IS actually a carrier. One pup affected 
is a definite yes answer. Less than ~8 offspring born without the trait, 
however, is too little assurance the potential carrier can be cleared 
of its suspect status. Very few breeders deliberately keep and breed 
a dog with PRA or vWD, although this is exactly how English breed-
ers of Labradors practically deleted the genes for PRA out of their 
bloodstock before gene testing was available. Test breeding is a most 
effective tool and can also be used “retroactively” on any breeding you 
do. For example, when a dog at public stud develops PRA, if you bred 
to that dog and your stock remains clear, then this can help provide 
info on the status of the dogs in question. The same sort of general in-
formation can be gathered and used when a breeding produces an af-
fected individual to at least identify carriers. The trick is to USE the info, 
not to bury it, or condemn the breeder who cared enough about their 
breed to announce it public ally when a dog of theirs is found to carry 
a serious defect. Thanking them would make more sense. This way, the 
next generation of breedings can be done with more information and, 
therefore, with potentially better results. As more and more genetic 
marker tests become available, we may more easily be able to identify 
carriers. What will we do then about the information we have?

INBREEDING, LINE BREEDING, OUTCROSSING-WHICH IS BEST?
To paraphrase the great Laura Kialenaus, what matters is the quality 
and qualities of the dogs in question; not the “formula” by which they 
are bred. Line breeding is often touted as some sort of special way to 
get good dogs. Line breeding is simply weak inbreeding, so carries all 
the problems of both out crossing and inbreeding & simply gives peo-
ple uncomfortable with the idea of inbreeding a way to comfortably 
inbreed to retain desired characteristics. The degree of relationship, in 
any case, does not necessarily indicate the amount of genetic material 
shared. Everyone has seen two “identical” cousins, as well as brother-
sister pairs as unlike as night and day to illustrate this point. Again, 
sophisticated decisions, based on in depth knowledge of what those 
pedigrees mean, are needed. To breed two dogs together (wisely and 
for good results) you must have intimate knowledge of the dogs in 
their respective pedigrees & what characteristics they likely share.

Outcrossing:  Used to be (still is?) the time honored way to deal with 
a genetic problem. When your line shows a problem, breed out to “get 
rid of it.” Except you don’t --it is still there, now just hidden--along with 
whatever the sire’s family also contributed “in secret.” It may be back to 
haunt you (and your puppy buyers) later on. Document what you got

& what you are getting. Outcross when you need a “hybrid state” for 
best expression. Outcross to bring things into your line you cannot 
find within it & know some unseen “travelers” will accompany the traits 
you desire. The best outcrosses may not really be outcrosses at all, as
two separate families with similar styles & traits are merged together; 
different names, but maybe the same “good” genes for good heads are 
present, for example, in both families. These trait or type breedings 
(assortive/assortative matings) are a strategy to get the “good” genes 
for a trait without doubling up on a specific individual. They have the 
extra added advantage to the breed (if not your specific breeding) of 
possibly helping to preserve diversity in the population. Of course, 
many “outcrossings” wouldn’t be that if extended pedigrees were 
viewed: many breeds & many major & successful bloodlines in a breed 
go back to a handful of the same relatives (& this is not necessarily a 
bad thing, if the dogs were good). Again, information on the dogs in 
question is so necessary.

Inbreeding: Brings skeletons out of the closet. They were already 
there, but now you have to face them. It can be a great tool for finding 
out what you didn’t know about your bloodlines, but it takes a steely 
heart to face up to what you find. It also takes great dogs to breed 
close as you are fixing traits fast and hard. The closer the breeding, the 
better the two dogs must be to make it worth it. Call weak inbreeding 
line breeding if you like, but breeding dogs closely related is techni-
cally inbreeding (although there is a good argument to separate the 
two), as the point is to double-up on desired family characteristics by 
doubling up on the desired genes. But most everything recessive in 
the family eventually pops up, good & bad, when line-breeding over 
generations, so eventually blind line-breeding leads to the same
bottleneck as intense inbreeding; it just takes longer to get there. The 
bad news about inbreeding is that the homozygous sought may be 
found. In other words, you are trying to double up on genes for good 
heads or strong hearts, but also double up on the genes in the im-
mune system & that can lead to inbreeding depression. So be careful 
what you wish for when inbreeding, especially repeatedly &/or tightly. 
Brackett’s Formula: “Let the sire of the sire become the grandsire on 
the dam’s side.” Lloyd Brackett’s prescription for line breeding has 
proven very effective WHEN the dog line bred on is a truly superior 
example of the breed & can correct the weaknesses in the bitch/pedi-
gree in question. Pat Craige Trotter in her book  Born To Win discusses 
some successful strategies & possible formulas for particular situa-
tions, but no “cookbook approach” to dogs will ever work: breeding 
dogs is an artful science or a scientific art and takes both talent and 
study to properly accomplish. Outcrossing can be like sweeping prob-
lems under the rug (if it is really an outcross that is done). The pups 
from two such lines now carry some mishmash of what either or both 
parents brought down out of their families.

Inbreeding brings 
skeletons out of the closet.  

They were already there, but 
now you have to face them.
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KENNEL BLINDNESS
 All breeders have their favored characteristics and pet peeves. All 
are willing to sacrifice the perfection of certain traits to consistently 
achieve others they feel more important. This “worldview” on their 
chosen breed(s) leads to a style and the emphasis of certain traits 
within the correct type that breeder will be known for (e.g. size, head 
type, longevity etc.). That many breeders have deliberate styles of 
dogs is good for the breed; it preserves the variety & strength of 
the breed. But many breeders fall foul of their own likes & dislikes, 
especially at the beginning when they know little about the breed and 
later on, as the years pass and they achieve some success, having now 
looked at the style they chose to breed so long they think of it often 
as the breed itself. If this quality is combined with an intolerance for 
one’s rivals and/or for the faults least liked and virtues most admired, a 
good line of dogs will dwindle down to be more memory & reputation 
than a still truly vital line producing excellent dogs. Kennel blindness is 
also an almost universal trait of the “Sour Grapes Society;” those “wan-
nabees” in a breed who have a thousand excuses for why their dogs 
don’t succeed, all of them to due with the faults of other people and 
other people’s dogs. It is also a major trait in so-called “pet breeders” 
who tend to not self-educate about the breed at all, so don’t really 
know much about the breed they may well adore. They generally let 
their love for their pets blind them to their breeding worth...or lack 
thereof.

BREEDING “UP”
This usually means using a well-known dog on a poor quality bitch in 
the hopes her offspring will succeed where she failed. Stripped down 
to this raw definition it’s obvious what a bad idea this is. Stud owners 
should not let themselves be talked into breeding to sub-standard 
bitches & novices shouldn’t attempt to get better pups this way. 
However it happens all too often. But the outcome is nearly always the 
same: the proud owners of those new pups find they are not enough 
better than their mother to be competitive & the stud owner finds the 
reputation of the sire is damaged by those who see these poor quality 
pups as typical of what he produces. Stud owners shouldn’t allow 
themselves to become this kennel blind. Worse is the idea of starting 
out with admitting “pet” animals & hoping (?) to breed something 
better somehow. This falls under the old saw about silk purses & sows’ 
ears, but incredibly is still attempted & defended as a way to start in 
dogs. You just cannot “get there from here.” Surely there are more than 
enough dogs in this world without starting out deliberately to make 
mediocre litters. Enough said.

BREEDING PEDIGREES 
(& other records), POPULAR SIRE SYNDROME & MATADORS. Too many 
people breed “paper tigers:” they breed dogs who are relatives of a fa-
mous dog as if they were somehow magic or just as good, they breed 
to a dog’s popularity, its show record, it’s fame, or even to their best 
friend’s dog or the closest, most convenient dog. It’s astounding as 
much as has been written in the last century about the perils of breed-
ing “paper” that it is still done so often. A sire is only as good as his get 
& his get will equally reflect the bitches taken to him. It’s no use to 
hope the one (or ten) good pup(s) you saw out of him will happen to 
you when your bitch isn’t like the dams of those pups. It’s even worse 
to think that his fame will arise in his litters; one cannot take the par-
ents’ show records into the ring to convince the judge of the merits of 
their offspring. Nor can you honestly think that a dog having “famous” 
grandparents gives you a reason to breed. Further, when certain sires 
are overused in a breed, these popular sires become a potential 

danger to the breed. If their influence is too widespread, then it 
becomes hard to breed away from them. Diversity of style as well as 
genes is lost in a breed. If said popular sire turns out
to have a damaging genetic flaw, the Popular Sire Syndrome has now 
spawned a Matador--a dog whose late-recognized fault is now wide-
spread enough in the breed to “kill” it. This is all bad practice. Selection 
is lost when a pedigree or fame is the deciding factor for the choice of 
breeding partner. It’s ill-educated to breed to an ad or a reputation. It’s 
a doomed effort (except for sales) to breed for convenience or to “see 
what happens.” And terrible dogs are made by blind line-breeding: 
faults are fixed in & a good line is eroded over time. Each breeding 
musts be done seeing the sire and dam as crowded in by their respec-
tive families when it comes to flaws, but standing alone when it comes
to what virtues they can even potentially offer. There is, again, no 
recipe for breeding dogs & no substitute for a well-trained eye.

PRESERVING QUALITY & GENETIC DIVERSITY IN A BREED.
As Dr. Jerome Bell so succinctly put it: “It is the varied opinion of 
breeders as to what constitutes the ideal dog, and their selection of 
breeding stock that maintains breed diversity.” The current problem of 
erupting genetic disease, as far as it applies to pedigrees & breeding, 
reflects two trends. One is a problem of the “Matador,” that is the “Pop-
ular Sire Syndrome.” When all run to breed to a winning dog, or some 
dog or bloodline, (for whatever reason, be it convenience, ignorance 
or perceived value), genetic diversity can be lost. But indiscriminate 
universal assortative matings is not the answer to this problem & can 
actually reduce genetic diversity in the breed by “homogenizing” gene

pairs across the whole breed. Outcrossing cannot solve the problem of 
genetic disease anymore than inbreeding is the cause of it. However 
“type” breeding, that is, the mating of two animals of similar looks, not 
similar pedigrees, CAN effect one particularly good thing which is the 
take-home message of “diversity breeding”: since the number of genes 
involved with creating a certain “look” are much less than the likely 
number doubled up with line breeding (esp. “blind” line breeding, 
time and again, on some “famous” relative), the loss to the breed of 
heterozygousity is slowed and the individual dogs are arguably more 
safe from various line defects...while still having “type.”

The other major problems in dogs today as to disease has little to do 
with hobby (“show”) breeders & is largely a problem of casual breed-
ing. Casual breeding produces more than three-quarters of all
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registered dogs in the USA & assembly (nearly) 100% of mixed-breed 
itters. as a result of the low investment & high profitability (not just in 
money) that dog breeding brings to the average American household. 

There is a clear cultural support for anyone & everyone breeding their 
own pet, and this license runs counter to the serious study & self-
education process necessary to breed dogs well enough to avoid bad 
temperaments and worse health problems. That so many pet buyers 
do not clearly see this means casual breeders are able to enjoy having 
litters, & be certain of sales, even if their only credentials are that they 
love their dogs. These litters, despite the buying public’s perception & 
causal breeder’s claims, suffer often from major genetic problems they 
continue to pass along and they are often indiscriminately inbred, 
as they are usually exclusively local (or narrowly regional) breeding 
programs, often with the whole breeding population sustained by 
a couple of friends. What is needed is educated, dedicated, honest 
breeders & scrupulous selection. Breeders need to know the dogs 
they are using in their breeding programs & need to know them 
intimately. Each needs to have a clear priority of what they cannot 
live with & what they cannot live without. (And ideally each would 
clearly announce this somehow so others are clear on their priorities 
before they buy or breed from them.) A variety of styles, of lines, of 
sub-populations, criss-crossing, separating & then, again, coming to-
gether in a wonderful breed mosaic, is the best recipe for maintaining 
type, health, temperament  & diversity in any breed. And for all that 
“diversity” is a buzzword of fashion right now, it isn’t at all a new idea, 
just a new term for the notion of having a variety of bloodlines within 
a breed. (Note also that diversity does not necessarily equal outcross.) 
What is needed in most all breeds is for more good dogs to be rooted 
out & recognized, despite their lack of glamour & dazzling ads. (That & 
for America to get serious about dog breeding & treat it with the grav-
ity it deserves.) It would also help if more folks would work together 
to preserve bloodlines and create new ones by judicious crosses, so 
that variety would be preserved. For this more people will have to get 
educated about the history and styles of their breed; too many today 
simply breed to some current fashion )or market!), oblivious to the fact 
what they are seeing is simply fashion and not “the” standard for the 
breed.

SPORTS do not generally produce good offspring. Sport is a term 
many breeders no longer use, but is a useful idea. A sport is the odd 
good dog in a litter that is otherwise uneven. It is traditionally the oc-
casional decent dog found in a litter from an unlikely background and 
breeding. Usually such dogs are the fortuitous result of a mixed litter 
from a casual breeding, & the people who breed to the dog are the 
ones who pay the price for his mixed-up, casual pedigree & genetic 
background. But sports can come about from breeding “paper” not 
dogs; from trying to breed “up,” from blind line-breeding, or any con-
venience or accidental breeding. A sport is a dog by definition, almost, 
who is unable to reproduce himself, for all his good looks. Very uneven 
litters & erratic littermate traits result and are certainly not helpful to 
a breeding program & make it hard to track both good and bad traits 
with any likely success. Sports can play another negative role in the 
breed if they become famous show dogs (or just popular sires for any 
reason). Not only are they breed despite the fact they are indifferent 
sires, their every mediocre relative is used with great enthusiasm as 
the family is all thought consistently “good” (instead of seen for the  
inconsistent lot they really are). Breeding “paper” instead of dogs has 
a consistently poor result, but breeding dogs who cannot reproduce 
themselves should be recognized as a poor practice as well.

Great & consistent bloodlines have been built on good, consistent 
dogs bred by knowledgeable breeders. Purebred domestic species are 
based on concentrating family traits, so like dogs must somehow be 
bred together. Knowledge is the key here; knowing in depth what you 
are breeding. Buyers shouldn’t reward those who breed casually, indif-
ferently, or for superficial traits. And please don’t condemn breeders

who have the courage to acknowledge the faults in their dogs & their 
bloodlines (or who try to elicit information & public discussion of the 
same). All bloodlines carry along faults, not just the ones where the 
faults are seen & reported. Again, the situation now is too often one 
where people breed without knowledge, producing affecters and 
carriers & just not knowing it, as they don’t keep adequate records, do 
enough homework, etc. Just ask yourself how this can be preferable 
to accumulating information than can only benefit the breed? Who 
exactly benefits from all this ignorance? 

Surely not the dogs, the potential breeding partners left in ignorance, 
or the potential puppy buyers. For the breeds to benefit from the 
control of genetic disease we need to do what most Code of Ethics 
demand: keep up with news in genetics & have an in-depth knowl-
edge of the dogs we are using. This means understanding the basics 
of inheritance & knowing how to apply them for good results in your 
breeding practices. This means marking pedigrees with more than 
color and titles. This means accepting that most diseases we now 
struggle with have a genetic component & treating such situations 
conservatively AND rationally. We need to educate ourselves, to stop 
reacting violently to the notion of genetic disease & start treating it 
with a more sophisticated and realistic view. We need to not just learn 
as we go, but read before we breed, & bone up on the basics before 
we start creating lives.

For more information on dog genetics, see:

The Ins and Outs of Pedigree Analysis, Genetic Diversity, and Genetic 
Disease Control,  Jerold S. Bell. D.V.M.
http://sirusdog.com/bell/htm
Genetics Of The Dog, Malcolm B. Willis (Howell, 1989).
Control Of Canine Genetic Disease, George A. Padgett, DVM  Howell, 
1998).
Medical & Genetic Aspects Of The Purebred Dog Clark & Stainer (Forum, 
1994).
Born To Win, Patricia Craige (Doral Publishing, 1997).
Breeding Better Dogs, C.L. Battaglia, Ph.D. (BEI Publishing, 4th Ed. 1986).

And a lovely synopsis of the overall topic for the academically inclined 
(with a multiplicity of references) is:
The Natural History of Inbreeding & Out breeding, edited by Nancy 
Wilsem Thornhill. University of Chicago Press, 1993.

Reprinted with Permission 2012
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                                                                                                                                                57

http://sirusdog.com/bell/htm
http://www.chromadane.com


Some breeders discourage linebreeding and promote outbreeding in 
an attempt to protect genetic diversity in their breed.  It is not the type 
of matings utilized (linebreeding or outbreeding) that causes the loss 
of genes from a breed gene pool.  Rather, loss of genes occurs through 
selection: the use and non-use of offspring.  If a breed starts narrowing 
their focus to breeding stock from a limited number of lines, then a 
loss of genetic diversity will occur.

The process of maintaining healthy lines, with many breeders crossing 
between lines and breeding back as they see fit, maintains diversity 
in the gene pool.  If some breeders outbreed, and some linebreed to 
certain dogs that they favor while others linebreed to other dogs that 
they favor, then breedwide genetic diversity is maintained.  It is the 
varied opinion of breeders as to what constitutes the ideal dog, and 
their selection of breeding stock based on their opinions, that main-
tains breed diversity.

The most important factor for diminished genetic diversity in dog 
breeds is the popular sire syndrome.  The overuse of a popular sire 
beyond a reasonable contribution through frequent breedings signifi-
cantly skews the gene pool in his direction, and reduces the diversity 
of the gene pool.  Any genes that he possesses - whether positive or 
negative - will increase in frequency.  Through this founder’s effect, 
breed-related genetic disease can occur.  Another insidious effect of 
the popular sire syndrome is the loss of genetic contribution from 
quality, unrelated males who are not used for breeding.  There is a 
finite number of quality bitches bred each year.  If one male is used in 
an inordinate amount of matings, there will be fewer females left for 
these quality males that should be contributing to the gene pool.  The 
popular sire syndrome is a significant factor in both populous breeds 
and breeds with small populations.

The best methods for ensuring the health and diversity of any breed’s 
gene pool are to: 1) Avoid the popular sire syndrome. 2) Utilize quality 
dogs from the breadth of your population to expand the gene pool. 
3) Monitor genetic health issues through regular health surveys.  4) 
Do genetic testing for breed-related disorders.  5) Participate in open 
health registries, such as CHIC (www.caninehealthinfo.org) to manage 
genetic disorders.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Jerold S Bell DVM, Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine

Issues of genetic diversity are a concern to dog breeders, and this can 
especially be so for breeds with small populations.  The concern is 
whether there is enough genetic variation within a breed’s gene pool 
to maintain health and vitality.  Breeders should be concerned about 
genetic diversity, because there are examples where damage has been 
done to a breed due to breeding practices.  Restriction of genetic 
diversity can also occur in large population breeds.

All genes come in pairs: one from the sire and one from the dam.  
Each gene in the pair is called an allele.  If both alleles in a pair are of 
the same type, the gene pair is homozygous.  If the two alleles are 
different, the gene pair is heterozygous.  While each dog can have a 
maximum of two different alleles at a gene pair, many different alleles 
are potentially available to be part of the gene pair.  The greater the 
number of alleles that are available at each gene pair (called genetic 
polymorphism), the greater the genetic diversity of the breed.

If there is no breed diversity in a gene pair, but the particular homozy-
gous gene that is present is not detrimental, there is no negative effect 
on breed health.  The characteristics that make a breed reproduce true 
to its standard are, in fact, based on nonvariable (that is, homozygous) 
gene pairs.

The origins of breeds have a lot to do with genetic diversity.  A breed 
established with a working phenotype tends to have diverse founder 
origins, and significant diversity.  Even with substantial population 
bottlenecks, the breed can maintain considerable amounts of genetic 
diversity.  This was shown in a molecular genetic study of the Chinook 
breed, which was reduced to 11 modern founders in 1981.  Breeds 
established by inbreeding on a limited number of related founder 
individuals could have reduced diversity.  Many breeds have also gone 
through diversity reducing bottlenecks; such as occurred during World 
War II.  For most of these breeds, their gene pools have expanded 
through breeding for many generations, resulting in a stable popula-
tion of healthy dogs.

There are two factors that must be considered when evaluating 
genetic diversity and health issues in a breed; the average level of 
inbreeding, and detrimental recessive genes.  With a small population, 
there is a tendency to find higher average inbreeding coefficients due 
to the relatedness between dogs from common ancestors.  There is, 
however, no specific level or percentage of inbreeding that causes 
impaired health or vigor.  The problems that inbreeding depression 
cause in purebred populations stem from the effects of deleterious 
recessive genes.  If the founding population of a breed produces a 
high frequency of a deleterious recessive gene, then the breed will 
have issues with that disorder. This can be seen as smaller litter size, 
increased neonatal death, high frequency genetic disease, or impaired 
immunity.  If these issues are present then the breed needs to seri-
ously consider limited genetic diversity.

The issue of high average inbreeding coefficients is one that all breeds 
go through during their foundation.  As the population increases and 
the average relatedness of dogs goes down (based on a fixed number 
of generations), the average inbreeding coefficient for the breed will 
go down.  The effect of initially higher inbreeding coefficients in small 
population breeds will depend on the presence of deleterious reces-
sive genes that will be expressed when homozygous.

58                                                                                    

Small Population Breeds and 
                                                     Issues of Genetic Diversityby Jerold S Bell DVM

http://www.caninehealthinfo.org


Fun Facts:

All dogs can be traced back 40 million years 
ago to a weasel-like animal called the Miacis, 
which dwelled in trees and dens. The Miacis later 
evolved into the Tomarctus, a direct forbear of 
the genus Canis, which includes the wolf and 
jackal as well as the dog.

Puppies!!!



Across	The	Pond	by	Brenda	Brown

BREEDERS IN THE UK – THEN AND NOW
 
Australian Terriers first arrived in the UK in 1896 and one was shown in 
1906, but there is little evidence of any actual breeding in those very 
early days. We do know that Aussies were regularly shown at National 
Terrier in the 1920s. 

A very early breeder, Jenny Rodocanachi (Toorak) bred the first dog 
and bitch to gain their UK Ch titles, which they did in the mid 1930s. 
They were the drop-eared Ch Sam of Toorak and his prick-eared sister 
(from a later litter), Ch Sally of Toorak, owned by Daphne Rodocanachi.

The next most influential breeder was Helena, Countess of Stradbroke.  
The Earl and Countess worked tirelessly to gain official recognition 
from The Kennel Club for both our breed and the Australian Terrier 
Club. They achieved both in 1933. Among the more prominent breed-
ers in the 1930s were Lady Stradbroke (Henham), the Hon. Mrs. Bassett 
(Majiga), the Hon. Wilhelmina Alexander (Faygate), Mrs. Anna Stillwell 
(Clewer pre-war/Clewervilage post-war), and Dalmatian breeder/
owner Miss Evelyn Barnes (Of the Wells).

During the war years (1939 - 1945), a small band of breeders kept 
our breed going. The safest way to protect our breed was to relocate 
their dogs to people living in the countryside. That way, when the war 
ended and life got back to some semblance of normality, breeding 
could resume and at least there were a few Aussies to give them a 
chance to get back on track. 

Ch Dandy of Zellah, bred in 1940, was thought by many to be a top-
quality Aussie. He was used extensively when breeding got under way 
again. The Australian Terrier Club had the only Ch show in the UK in 
1946; Dandy won the Dog CC that day, repeating that win in 1947 and 
gaining his Ch title in April 1948. 

In the late 1940s and 50s, a number of quality Aussies  and shows 
were to be found in Ireland. One of the best Irish-owned Aussies was 
Ch Tawny Boy of Billabong. Sadly, he was stolen in the late 40s and 
was never recovered. During the 1950s, Evelyn Swyer (Elvyne) came 
to the fore and her kennel was very successful in the show ring. Her 
kennel manager and handler was Joan Ireland, who wrote a book on 
the breed. Evelyn Swyer exported a small number of Aussies to the US 
to help establish the breed there. One was to become Am Ch Elvyne 
Regal Salute CD Ex and Elvyne Blue Taffeta, who was the dam of Am 
Ch Cooees Straleon Aussie, the very first Aussie to gain an AKC title.

In the 50s and 60s, Mrs Winifred Dunn’s Dunhall Aussies came to 
prominence and did a lot of winning.  During the 60s and 70s, Irene 
(known to all as Rene) Sanderson and her husband Harold’s Spenmoss 
kennel achieved great success, often doing “the double,” winning 
both the Dog and Bitch CC at the same show. It was this kennel that 
achieved the highest-ever honor for our breed when their dog Ch 
Spenmoss Blue Jubilation was awarded reserve (runner-up) in group 
at Blackpool Ch show in June 1976.

During the latter part of the 70s into the 80s, Win Pearson (Rivelin) 
won numerous CCs but the most successful kennel throughout the 
1980s was owned by me - Brenda Brown (Ralindi).

In the early 1990s Dorothy and her daughter Felicity Snook’s Pitcombe 
Aussies came to the fore. Dorothy and Felicity imported an in-whelp 
bitch from the Tahee Kennels in NSW and this litter produced three 
Chs, two dogs and a bitch. The bitch and one dog were owned by 
Dorothy and Felicity and the other Ch male, who was “the pick” of 
the dogs in that litter, came to us at Ralindi. He was co-owned by my 
husband Bill and Aussie enthusiast, the late Abe Harkness.

Brian and Velma Hodgson (Brimartz) had the most successful kennel 
throughout the 1990s. Sadly, Brian passed away in July 2003 and al-
though Velma still shows very occasionally, she has not bred for some 
time now. 

By the end of the 90s, Sheila Stoddart had imported a dog and bitch 
from the US. The bitch, Ch Dinky Di Southern Cross, made breed his-
tory when she became the first-ever Aussie to win a Group at a Ch 
show in the UK, which she did in 1999 at City of Birmingham.  I am 
delighted to say I was the judge who awarded her Best of Breed that 
day. Sheila has done a lot of winning with her Millvalley Aussies ever 
since and she also has the distinction of breeding and owning Ch/Am 
Ch Millvalley Red Rufus, the first Aussie to ever achieve this on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Sue McCourt (Silhill) came into our breed in 2002 when she got a red 
bitch from Millvalley that she initially co-owned with Sheila. This was 
followed up with a second red bitch from Sheila that was in Sue’s sole 
ownership. Both soon achieved their Ch titles.  The first bitch went into 
Sue’s individual ownership and Sue subsequently bred her first litter 
of Aussies in 2004. Sue has achieved a great deal of success since then, 
winning BIS and Res BIS awards at all-breeds Ch shows plus a number 
of groups and group placings.  

Over the years there have been very few Australian Terrier breeders 
in this country, but we have been, and still are, a small nucleus of very 
dedicated breeders. Most of us rarely breed, which is why over the past 
12 to 14 years we have bred, on average, less than 50 puppies per year 
for the entire UK!
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Dog’s Diary 

8:00 am - Dog food! My favorite thing!
9:30 am - A car ride! My favorite thing!
9:40 am - A walk in the park! My favorite thing!
10:30 am - Belly Rub! My favorite thing!
12:00 pm - Lunch! My favorite thing!
1:00 pm - Played in the yard! My favorite thing!
3:00 pm - Napped w/ Mommy! My favorite thing!
5:00 pm - Bully Stick! My favorite thing!
7:00 pm - Time for a Walk! My favorite thing!
8:00 pm - Watched TV w/ Mommy! My favorite thing!
11:00 pm - Sleeping w/ Mommy! My favorite thing!

Cat’s Diary 

Day 983 of my captivity!

My captors continue to taunt me with bizarre little dangling objects. 
They dine lavishly on fresh meat, while the other inmates and I are fed 
hash or some sort of dry nuggets. Although I make my contempt for 
the rations perfectly clear, I nevertheless must eat something in order 
to keep up my strength.

The only thing that keeps me going is my dream of escape.

In an attempt to disgust them, I once again vomit on the carpet.

Today I decapitated a mouse and dropped its headless body at their 
feet. I had hoped this would strike fear into their hearts, since it clearly 
demonstrates what I am capable of. However, they merely made con-
descending comments about what a “good little hunter” I am.

Idiots!

There was some sort of assembly of their accomplices tonight. I was 
placed in solitary confinement for the duration of the event. However, I 
could hear the noises and smell the food. I overheard that my confine-
ment was due to the power of “allergies.” I must learn what this means, 
and how to use it to my advantage.

Today I was almost successful in an attempt to assassinate one of my 
tormentors by weaving around his feet as he was walking. I must try 
this again tomorrow -- but at the top of the stairs.

I am convinced that the other prisoners here are flunkies and snitches. 
The dog receives special privileges. He is regularly released and seems 
to be more than willing to return. He is obviously retarded.

The bird has got to be an informant. I observe him communicate with 
the guards regularly. I am certain that he reports my every move. My 
captors have arranged protective custody for him in an elevated cell, 
so he is safe. For now...

Top 10 Reasons It’s Good to be a Dog

1. If it itches - you can scratch it - even in public

2. No one notices or cares if you have hair growing in some weird  
     places as you get older

3. Personal Hygiene ain’t too bad - its not like you have to bathe  
     every day & somebody else combs your hair

4. Having a wet nose is a sign of good health

5. You don’t need fancy entertainment systems - you got a bone

6. You can spend hours smelling stuff

7. You can spend all day sleeping, if ya want!

8. It doesn’t take much to make you happy. You’re excited just see the  
     same old people day after day. Heck, all they have to do is leave the  
     room for 5 minutes and come back in - and you’re happy

9. You never have to pay for lunch or dinner - OR worry about your  
      table manners AND ........................

10. If you gain weight - it’s someone else’s fault!

The	Lighter	Side
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Alternative Therapies for Common Canine
Reproductive Disorders in the Bitch and Dog

Dr. Greer received her Bachelor of Science in 1978 and her DVM in 
1981 from Iowa State University in Ames Iowa. She established the 
Small Animal clinic in Brownsville in 1982 and then in 1988, moved the 
practice to Lomira WI. 

Dr Greer has a special interest in Pediatrics, Reproduction, and Behav-
ior. In 2002, she opened a Canine Semen Freezing Center, International 
Canine Semen Bank - Wisconsin (ICSB-WI) and became Penn-Hip 
Certified. 

She has contributed to pharmaceutical and nutritional research as an 
investigator for Abbott Laboratory, Deprenyl Animal Health, Pfizer, 
and Hill’s Pet food Corporation. She has also been featured in articles 
in Veterinary Economics.

Most experienced breeders have encountered in their breeding  
careers a bitch with a reproductive disorder. Common reproductive 
disorders in the bitch include pyometra, mammary tumors, and aga-
lactia (i.e., inadequate milk production). Common reproductive
disorders in the male include benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH, also 
called an enlarged prostate), prostatitis, and testicular tumors. Tradi-
tional therapies exist for all of these disorders. In this article, I share 
some alternative, effective, and safe treatments with which many 
veterinarians may not be familiar. These alternative therapies might 
offer options to both the veterinarian and breeder that in certain 
circumstances could be useful. 

Common Reproductive Disorders in the Bitch
This section describes several alternative treatments for managing 
pyometra, mammary tumors, and agalactia. 

Pyometra 
Pyometra—the mere mention of this condition brings most breeders 
to tears. It is so commonly discussed that breeders have reduced the 
word from a noun to a verb, as in “I think my bitch is pyoing.” This is a 
serious, often rapidly progressive condition that at best is costly to the 
owner and the bitch and at worst ends a bitch’s breeding career and 
sometimes her life. 

The most common treatment is to ovariohysterectomize (spay) the 
bitch. But surgery may not always be the best option, so medical treat-
ment should be considered. Some bitches are valuable enough in a 
breeding program that medical therapy should be considered. Some 
bitches are just too sick to take to surgery and are better candidates 
for medical therapy.

Some of the drugs for medical management are off-label use meaning
the FDA has not approved the use of that drug in that species for that 
purpose. However, the medical treatment protocol is sufficiently well 
established that it should be considered a viable option for selected
bitches.

Pyometras can occur in bitches bred on their most recent cycle, in 
bitches who were not bred, in bitches following their first heat cycle,

and bitches that were never bred. Pyometras most commonly start 6 
to 8 weeks after the heat cycle, but can occur at any time in the cycle. 
Pyometras are very common—25% of bitches over the age of 9 are 
affected. For this reason, bitches who are no longer in a breeding pro-
gram should be spayed. Any intact (unspayed) bitch who is sick should 
have pyometra on the list of differential causes of their illness. The 
most common symptoms include a loss of appetite, increased water 
consumption and urination, and vomiting. If the cervix is open, there 
is a characteristic vaginal discharge of blood, pus, or a combination. If
the cervix is closed, there is no clue that the uterus is filling with pus.

Pyometra develops due to a combination of hormones that creates a 
uterus receptive to retaining fluid along with bacteria that move into 
the uterine contents. Remarkably, only a rare bitch (one who has peri-
tonitis associated with her pyometra) will run a fever, so don’t assume 
there is no uterine infection just because her temperature is normal. 
There are probably many variations of pyometra causes, but these 
have not been well characterized yet. 

If a pyometra is suspected, seek immediate veterinary diagnostics and 
treatment. Many veterinarians have been trained to “never let the sun 
set on a pyometra,” so you should realize this can progress to toxicity, 
peritonitis, and death within a few hours of the development of the 
disorder.

Pyometras are most accurately diagnosed with ultrasound, by imag-
ing fluid in the uterus. In rare cases, a pyometra can co-exist with a 
pregnancy. An odorous vaginal discharge may suggest a pyometra 
or a septic pregnancy. Blood work may show a normal profile, or may 
show an elevated white blood cell count (WBC) and elevated BUN and 
Creatinine (kidney values). Urine collection by cystocentesis should be
avoided if a pyometra is suspected.

Medical management, usually done in the hospital, includes:
1. Fluids, usually IV or SQ
2. Antibiotics, I prefer clavamox unless the culture suggests a better 

choice
3. Lutalyse or similar prostaglandin, up to 5 injections a day.
4. Metoclopramide if the lutalyse or illness causes vomiting.
5. Bromocriptine to assist in dropping the progesterone, if it is 

elevated
6. Topical Misoprostil if the cervix needs to open.

Treatment requires a minimum of 5 days on prostaglandins, monitor-
ing progress by ultrasound to assess uterine size. Antibiotics should 
be continued for 4 weeks. The bitch should be bred on her next heat 
cycle. Once her reproductive career is completed, she should be 
spayed.

Many bitches produce successful pregnancies after medical manage-
ment. Mibolerone can be used to protect the uterine lining from 
progesterone exposure, particularly for bitches with a family history
of cystic endometrial hyperplasia (CEH) and pyometra or bitches who 
have career pressures that prevent her from breeding at an early age.

This is a 2-part series offered by Marty Greer DVM JD on Reproductive disorders.  
The second part of the series will be in Issue 1, 2013
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Mammary Tumors
Mammary tumors are the most common form of cancer in the dog. 
The only way to protect a bitch from developing mammary tumors is 
to spay her before her 2nd birthday. This means most of us who breed
our bitches will face this disease at some time. 

Diagnosis of the tumor is based on palpation. Owners often detect 
these tumors during handling their bitch. You should palpate your 
bitches’ mammary chain monthly to find these lumps as early as possi-
ble. Even after a bitch is spayed, she is still at risk for tumors if she was 
over 2 when spayed. Most mammary tumors present as one or more 
firm nodules, sometimes in a cluster. They can be found anywhere 
along the mammary chain but are most common near the nipples and 
most common in the glands closest to the rear of the dog. In general, 
the smaller the dog and smaller the tumor, the less likely the tumor is 
to be malignant. Bitches that have developed one tumor should be 
monitored closely for additional occurrences. 

Confirmation of the type of tumor cells present requires surgical exci-
sion and histology (biopsy). Fine needle aspiration (FNA) is not recom-
mended, as there can be several cell types within the same tumor, 
leading to inaccuracy in the diagnosis. The only exception to this is if 
inflammatory carcinoma is suspected. With inflammatory carcinoma, 
the skin is angry, inflamed, painful and rashy along the mammary 
glands. Although rare, if this is suspected, a biopsy should be taken 
and submitted to the laboratory for histology. Removal of this type of 
tissue should not be attempted, as the disease is rapidly fatal.

Over the years, veterinary recommendations have shifted from doing 
only lump removals (lumpectomy—excising the mass and immedi-
ate surrounding tissue) to doing radical mastectomies (removing the 
entire mammary chain) to again doing lumpectomies. 

In most cases, one or more lumpectomies should be performed 
as soon as possible after detection. Watching the tumor instead of 
removing it is dangerous; the mass should be removed, as they will 
always grow larger. Mammary tumors may seem to be stable in size 
until the bitch has another estrous cycle; then they often increase 
exponentially in size.

The only way to determine if the tumor is malignant is to submit the 
mass for istology—no one can distinguish a benign from a malignant 
mass without microscopic evaluation at a referral laboratory. Although
there is no chemotherapy available for dogs for mammary tumors, 
there is still value in having histology done on the masses. The value is 
in having the peace of mind that the mass is benign or in knowing if
it is malignant: in knowing what to watch for as the bitch ages. If the 
tumor was not completely excised or the cell type shows a tendency 
to be highly malignant, a second surgery shortly after the first to 
remove the entire chain or both chains, a radical mastectomy, may be 
indicated in rare cases. 

If your bitch has a large mass that went undetected, is rapidly growing, 
or you were unable to have the mass removed when it was detected 
(such as the bitch was pregnant at detection), cabergoline or bro-
mocriptine (off label use) can be used for 1 week pre-op to shrink
the size of the mass. This makes the surgery easier on the bitch, the 
veterinarian, and the owner. This protocol cannot be used safely if the 
bitch is pregnant or lactating. 

Rarely, malignant mammary tumors can metastasize. Most common 
sites of metastasis are the lungs, liver, and bone. The good news is 
that early detection is easy and inexpensive—it only requires that you 
regularly monitor your bitches’ mammary chains with your fingers and 
report any changes to your veterinarian for evaluation. Expensive 

diagnostic tools are not needed to identify these nodular growths. 
Bitches can safely be bred and can lactate after lumpectomy in most 
cases.  

Agalactia
Agalactia is the inadequate production and let-down of milk during 
lactation. In many cases, supplement feeding pups with a bottle or 
tube is required to support the pups nutritionally while treatment to 
assist lactation is initiated. Successful treatment may require a 
multimodal approach:
1. Warm compresses and oxytocin
															•	Inject	oxytocin,	then	warm	compress	for	20	min,	then	put	 
                 pups on to nurse:
															•	1/2	unit	Q	2	hours	X	4	doses,1	then	
															•	1	unit	Q	2	hours	X	4	doses,	then
															•	2	units	Q	2	hours	X	4	doses,	then
															•	3	units	Q	2	hours,	then	increase	time	between	injections	to	4,	 
                 then 6 then 8 hours, then discontinue when lactating well.
2. Metoclopramide at the GI dose – 0.2 to 0.4 mg/kg 3 times a day 

for 5 days by injection or by mouth. In some bitches, neurologic 
signs may develop from this medication, requiring discontinua-
tion of the drug.

3. Domperidone may be useful instead of metoclopramide. Side 
effects are similar. There is an equine preparation available in the 
U.S.

4. Good nutrition at 2 to 3 times the bitch’s normal daily mainte-
nance.

5. Excellent hydration. You can’t get blood from a turnip, and a de-
hydrated bitch can’t lactate. Be sure she has access to 2 to 4 times 
her normal daily water intake. Administer IV or 

“Q” means “every.” It follows that “Q 2 hours” means every 2 hours. SQ 
fluids if she is unable to take in or keep down enough water or other fluid 
(soup, ice cream) to remain well hydrated.

Confirmation of the type of tumor cells present 
requires surgical excision  

and histology (biopsy).  
Fine needle aspiration (FNA) is not  

recommended,  as there can be several cell types 
within the same tumor,

leading to inaccuracy in the diagnosis. The only 
exception to this is  

if inflammatory carcinoma is suspected.
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Common Reproductive Disorders in the Dog
Common reproductive disorders in the dog fall into two categories: 
disorders of the prostate and testicular tumors.

Disorders of the Prostate
There are 4 disorders of the prostate seen in dogs.
•	 benign prostatic hypertrophy or BPH
•	 prostatitis, or an infection of the prostate
•	 prostate cancer—usually adenocarcinoma
•	 cysts and paraprostatic cysts

Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy
BPH is the most common disorder of the male reproductive tract. 
BPH is seen in varying severities in nearly all male dogs over the age 
of 5. Unlike humans, prostate cancer is quite rare. Whereas almost all 
human males will develop prostate cancer as they exceed 70 years 
of age, male dogs seldom are afflicted. Counterintuitively, most male 
dogs with prostate cancer are neutered, not intact. Symptoms of BPH
include blood dripping from the penis independent of urination; 
blood in the ejaculate, more noticeable when there is a bitch in
heat in the vicinity; pain upon ejaculation; straining to defecate; flat 
ribbon-like stools; and, rarely, difficult urination. 

A presumptive diagnosis of BPH can be made by signalment (that the 
aging affected dog is not neutered or is intact), history, and physical 
examination. Evaluation of the ejaculate microscopically, rectal exami-
nation, x-rays, and ultrasound can support the diagnosis. However, 
only a prostate biopsy can confirm the diagnosis. The typical BPH 
ejaculate will contain red blood cells, but none-to-few white blood 
cells, as well as sperm. The rectal examination, where a good time 
is had by all, reveals a bilaterally symmetrical prostate gland that is 
enlarged and tender to pressure and dropped cranially from the pelvic 
canal into the abdomen. It is easier to palpate the prostate gland if 
the dog is held or stood upright (front feet on a chair or stairs) and/or 
the opposite hand of the palpater is on the abdominal wall, lifting the 
prostate caudally and dorsally to meet the gloved finger inserted into 
the rectum. X-rays and ultrasound will only suggest an enlarged pros-
tate—there is no specific finding that differentiates prostate cancer or 
prostate infection (prostatitis) from BPH. Ultrasound may show pock-
ets of fluid within the prostatic tissue and even calcification, but only a 
needle aspirate or biopsy can provide the cells for microscopic evalua-
tion to confirm whether the enlargement of the prostate is caused by 
BPH or cancer. In Europe, Virbac manufactures a blood test to detect 
BPH. No comparable test is on the market at this time in the US.

BPH is a hormonal disease—the testosterone produced by the testes 
changes as the male ages, which influences the prostate. Therefore 
treatment should be hormonal. Left untreated, BPH may progress to 
prostatitis, discussed in the following section.

There are no drugs labeled for use for treating BPH in the US. For this 
reason, many veterinarians either use an antibiotic or recommend 
castration of the afflicted dog. However, BPH is a disorder than can
be successfully treated using off-label drugs used in the US or drugs 
imported to the US. Megestrol acetate, formerly known as Ovaban®, a 
progestin, reduces the size of the prostate without causing infertility. 
Finasteride, or Proscar®, is a drug used in humans in the US to reduce 
the size of the prostate. Both drugs are well-documented for use in the 
dog, but neither is a listed use on the label, thus the off-label designa-
tion. Finasteride must be handled with great caution by women of

child-bearing age as it can be absorbed through the skin, affecting
the development of a male fetus if the woman is pregnant. Although 
many of you may not be in that age group, remember you may have 
kennel help or family who helps you care for the dogs—so if anyone is 
in the age group, take care to have them wear gloves. Yes, ladies, your 
darling innocent granddaughter could be pregnant, and you want 
to take good care of her and her child to be. Osaterone acetate, or 
Ypozane®, made by Virbac and manufactured in France, is another op-
tion—it is a hormone that blocks the effect of testosterone in the pros-
tate. It is administered in tablet form once a day for seven consecutive 
days, giving the dog six months of relief from prostatic enlargement. 
All three of these hormones will leave the male dog with good libido
and improved semen quality. Deslorelin is a hormone pellet inserted 
under the skin that will reduce the size of the prostate for six months 
but renders the dog transiently infertile. For this reason, it is not widely
used for control of BPH in the US. Of course, castration will resolve the 
problem, but I have very little success in producing pups from a cas-
trated male. Prior to taking this  step, consider freezing semen of your 
male dog if he is a candidate to produce puppies in the future.

Prostatitis
An infected or abscessed prostate is a relatively common disorder in 
the intact male dog. It is caused by a bacterial invasion of the prostate 
gland altered by BPH. BPH causes the gland to enlarge with small 
pockets of fluid inside, where bacteria can set up housekeeping.  Rare-
ly, Blastomycosis can be the underlying organism. Unlike dogs with
BPH, these dogs are sick: they are painful,  may run a fever, and have 
an elevated white blood cell count. This is a parallel to pyometra in the 
bitch but is treated differently. Diagnosis is made by signalment (aging 
male intact dog), abdominal pain, an elevated white blood cell count, 
pus in the urine and ejaculate, an enlarged prostate on palpation, 
x-ray, and/or ultrasound. If the abscessed gland ruptures into the ab-
dominal cavity, the dog may die from peritonitis. If possible, a culture
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of the urine or ejaculate should be collected to aid in deciding what
antibiotics should be used. Along with a long course of antibiotics, 
the dog should be on fluids, a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory pain 
medication, and one of the above medications used for BPH to 
manage the size of the prostate. Castration may be considered more 
strongly due to the more severe nature of this disorder. 

Prostate Cancer
This disorder is rare in the dog. Any male dog, intact or castrated,
should have a rectal examination performed at veterinary visits after 
they exceed seven years of age to allow for detection of prostate 
disease. Diagnosis is confirmed by biopsy of the prostate— this can be 
done under anesthesia by ultrasound guidance. The prognosis for this 
disorder is uniformly grave with no good chemotherapeutic protocol 
currently available.

Paraprostatic Cysts
Cysts are another rare disorder in the male dog. The cysts may be in-
side the prostate or along the outside margin. They can be diagnosed 
most effectively by ultrasound,  which can distinguish fluid from issue, 
unlike with x-ray. Treatment requires drainage, surgically or non-surgi-
cally, medical therapy, antibiotics, and sometimes castration. 

Testicular Tumors
Tumors of the testicles are relatively common. This is the only kind of 
cancer of the male dog for which incidence is reduced by castration. 
Most other forms of cancer, including cancer of the prostate and os-
teosarcomas (bone cancer), are found in lower numbers in intact (un-
neutered) male dogs. Testes that are retained—known as cryptorchid
testes, and incorrectly as monorchid testes, are testes that do not 
descend normally from the abdominal cavity where they form into the 
scrotum. These undescended testes, which are in the body cavity or 
along the outside abdominal wall, are kept at too warm a temperature 
and more frequently develop tumors. For this reason, and because 
they are also more vulnerable to torsion (twisting), removal of the 
abnormally positioned testicle is recommended. Because of their 
hidden location, diagnosing a tumor or torsion in a retained testicle is 
very difficult.

Tumors in testes that are in the normal scrotal position are relatively 
easy to diagnose. Despite the easy access and obvious changes in the 
testes, many dog owners do not notice the changes in their dog’s
testes—just as we should do a monthly evaluation of the bitch’s mam-
mary glands to detect mammary tumors, we should palpate our dog’s

testes on a regular basis, particularly  for dogs with long coats that 
hide the testes. Most male dogs won’t mind—so go for it; don’t just 
wait for your veterinarian to find these. Diagnosis is based primarily
on palpation—the testicle will be enlarged, of a different texture or 
feel, and often its neighboring testicle will have atrophied or shrunken 
because of the influence of the enlarged testicle. Many dogs with a 
tumor in the testicle will have diminished sperm quality and quantity.

The three kinds of testicular tumors are:
•	 seminoma—the most common type of tumor in the subcutane-

ous tissues
•	 sertoli cell tumor—the most common type, and can secrete 

estrogen
•	 interstitial cell tumor—which can secrete testosterone

Some dogs may have up to all three types at the same time, in one or 
both testes. The distinction can be made on histology (microscopic 
examination of the testicle). Regardless of the type of tumor, all should
be removed surgically. In some cases, only the diseased testicle is 
removed—if the dog has value as a stud dog at this point in his  life. 
Prior to removal, the testes should be ultrasounded to determine if the 
opposite testicle is normal enough to leave behind. If they are both 
found to have a tumor, they should both be removed. If the opposite 
testicle does not appear to have a tumor, you may want to leave it, 
even if it has atrophied, as it may return to normal and be able to
produce sperm. The remaining testicle, if it recovers, may produce 
up to 50% more sperm than it would have been produced with two 
testes, as a compensation for losing its brother. Once the abnormal 
testicle has been removed, the other testicle may rebound enough to 
produce sperm of a quality that can be frozen.

Testicular tumors, regardless of the type, rarely spread or metastasize 
to other parts of the body. Regardless, histology should be done to 
assure that it is one of the three testicular tumors, as other forms of 
cancer can appear in the testicle, although rarely. In addition to the 
obvious enlargement of the testicle, the testicular tumor may produce 
hormones that cause other effects. These include: attracting male 
dogs, hair loss, bone marrow suppression, lactation, BPH, perineal 
hernias, and perianal gland umors. There is no treatment for testicular
tumors other than surgical removal. 

Summary
Remember, there are treatment options for male dogs with prostate 
disease and testicular isease that do not require castration. Many dogs 
can be managed medically and left with one or both testes, allowing 
them to continue to pro-
duce sperm, sire litters, and 
maintain their normal coat 
and body  structure. Castra-
tion is rarely an emergency
procedure, with the excep-
tion of testicular torsions. 
Ask your veterinarian for a 
referral if he or she prefers 
having a veterinarian that 
has training in theriogenol-
ogy to manage your dog’s 
care to retain his fertility.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Village LLC/International  
Canine Semen Bank-WI 
www.veterinaryvillage.com
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Basically, what we SHOULD search for in a litter is a balance between 
TYPE and SOUNDNESS. Unfortunately, many of today’s choices reflect 
a “balance” between front and rear. Two wrongs do NOT make a 
right! That makes as much sense as the statement I coined years ago:  
“Rather than addressing faults today, breeders tend to just adjust 
them.” Obviously some people have the ability to pick less than stellar 
puppies, as they appear in the Group Ring with regularity. Visible faults 
on an eight week old puppy do NOT improve with age. IF a puppy is 
WRONG at that age, it won’t grow out of it. Granted, it MAY grow hair 
to conceal it, but that won’t fool a good judge.

People who keep a single specific trait and allow a poor rear or front 
into their breeding program set precedence for future generations. 
They will pay for their folly in the brood box. The offspring will be the 
ruination of the delicate “balance” between type and soundness.

Where is it written one must keep a puppy from every litter? Some 
of the best breeding plans are a “BUST!” Rather than salvage a blood 
line you know little or nothing about, call it for what it is (PETS). Move 
on! Do NOT repeat the breeding of an unknown pedigree until you 
observe the results of the first litter at maturity. This saves time, money, 
and heartbreak. What I am saying is this: “IF the horse is dead, GET 
OFF!”
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PICK	THE	RIGHT	PUPPY
 Selection of the “right” puppy depends upon whether one is looking 
for a “show” puppy or pet puppy. What is the difference? Since there 
are so many “opinions” as to what makes a “show” puppy let’s start with 
two testicles or a uterus, and if there is a size disqualification in the 
standard, a puppy that indicates it will mature within that range.

Prospective owners may choose the puppy that stands back and 
watches, or they are drawn to the boisterous puppy that attacks, 
chews, and “rough houses” with them. Both may come with their own 
set of problems, the first needing extra socialization and the second re-
garding aggression issues. This is why temperament testing is popular.

Puppy buyers may not realize that a dedicated breeder, breeding for 
a specific trait to enhance a breeding program, has priority of choice. 
Isolate the puppy or puppies you want to keep and DO NOT SHOW 
ANY PUPPIES THAT ARE NOT FOR SALE! This eliminates questions such 
as “What is the difference in that show puppy and this pet puppy?” It 
is easier for the buyer to concentrate only on the puppies from which 
they can choose.

Now, in picking your puppy, you must not allow a particular color, sex, 
or breed characteristic to take precedence over the correct choice. Far 
better to consider the soundest puppy with breed type that moves 
good coming and going. Then look for a great attitude and a puppy 
that is “together” both physically and mentally. Color and sex should 
be secondary.

If you plan to show, roll a ball down a hall way and watch the puppy 
chase it. If he or she tends to “cow hock,” face reality. Crooked legs do 
not encourage a judge to reward a blue ribbon. Watch puppy from the 
side. If the front legs hike up to the chin, there is no shoulder layback 
and neck.

Having been in dogs (and horses) fifty years, believe me when I say 
“If it doesn’t have it, it won’t grow it! “ If it does have it, it may go 
through strange stages as it matures, but it will fall back into what it 
was initially. It is normal during the teen age years for the shoulder to 
“go forward” and the front legs to appear as it they are “coming out 
of the same hole.”  This is a growth pattern. With maturity, the shoul-
der should “fall back,”  the legs will once again widen, and the proper 
sound front returns. These dogs will normally settle size-wise IF one is 
willing to wait.

When a no-neck, straight front dog goes oversize, the possibility of 
settling back is little to none. The compensation for the bad front is an 
over angulated rear which will not follow through behind. One might 
see the rear set so far behind itself that the dog appears giraffe-like. 
Some call this “style” and some judges reward it. This makes it neither 
right, nor desirable for future breeding stock. I am convinced various 
breeds of both horses and dogs were created by “enhancing faults” 
and accepting such under a new name. Designer dogs are an example.

There are crooked legged dogs being shown today. Many breeders, 
picking on a single nuance, such as eye, foot, ear, coat, color, and 
muzzle put the entire dog as risk and push a breeding program into 
a specific direction. Upon removal of the rose colored glasses, the 
breeder may find they are in a “hole” of immense proportions. What is 
the saying? “If you are digging a hole for yourself and it doesn’t look 
good, QUIT DIGGING!”

by E. Katie Gammell
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This mentor of long ago remains the most informed and intelligent 
person I ever met. She dedicated herself toward breed excellence. 
Through her teachings, I learned to pick a puppy during the whelping 
process. She taught me to choose the heftiest puppy with the tightest 
knit body before the puppy was dry. We looked for specifics. The rest 
of the litter, during her time, was of little consequence.

We never spoke of the great dogs that “might have been.”  In that era, 
only the “fittest survived” and breeders chose wisely. Pet sales were 
“nil”. Lines preserved through limited breeding and quick, early deci-
sions allowed breeders to concentrate on “the best of the best”. They 
quickly became expert at selecting puppies.

Do not judge harshly. Faced with such troubling times, none of us 
know how we would react if we “walked in their moccasins.” Were 

these breeders playing 
God? I cannot answer 
that. The breeders did 
that which was necessary 
to preserve my breed. 
In time, puppy sales 
increased and once again, 
the market for companion 
animals increased.

The fact is, breeding dogs 
is not for the “faint of 
heart.” In today’s world 
people often exist in 
a future offering little 
quality of life. I do not 
know the answers and 
as age appears, I rarely 
understand the questions. 
I do know these breeders 
understood “dedication to 
a standard.”

My selections today are made during whelping and directly after birth. 
My initial impressions prove to be the choices I keep. Fortunately I am 
not forced to make life and death decisions. People deserve a “breed of 
choice” to fit their life style. Those before us accepted the challenge of 
breeding to a standard under the toughest of times.

We should not treat the words in a standard as simply a peg to hang a 
personal preference on. Imitating another person’s success by breed-
ing to the current fad is an example of quick gratification. It will be 
short lived and long paid for. It is all about prioritizing. KNOW IN YOUR 
HEART YOU ARE PICKING THE RIGHT PUPPY FOR THE RIGHT REASONS.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
E. Katie Gammill &
www.thedogpress.com

By chance, one might get that wonderful puppy! Keep it isolated when 
selling pets. Do not include ANY puppy you are NOT selling in with 
those being offered for sale. I can assure you if YOUR choice is in the 
group in the middle of the front room floor with the rest, YOUR pick 
puppy will “beat feet” right to the child who picks up on the connec-
tion and wails “I WANT THIS ONE!”

Walking into a ring with dogs bred to standard is a judge’s dream. It 
tests their ability to analyze and apply the standard. This entry reflects 
excellence regarding breed specific traits. Those choices, especially in 
a big entry, will reflect consistency of type. There is little joy derived 
from sorting a group of mediocre exhibits.

Is this why people breed for “differences” rather than conforming to 
the standard? Do they choose to offer a judge a reason to pick one 
dog over another, right 
or wrong? If so, this 
“personal preference” 
of deliberate manipula-
tion destroys the intent 
of any breed standard. 
If a ring is flooded 
with poor examples 
of a breed, the judge’s 
job is to reward those 
with the most positive 
virtues.

The bottom line is 
that we should breed 
to standard. There is 
far too much “breed-
ing to win” today and 
who can hit a moving 
target? When dogs do 
win at the expense of 
the standard, how does 
a concerned breeder argue with success, however fleeting it may be? 
The “Next Big Thing” soon comes down the pike and today’s big win-
ner is pushed to the sidelines.

Rather than solving problems today, society twists challenges to fit 
current desires. Standards changed to “fit” the dog rarely have a posi-
tive affect on a breed. If we don’t accept responsibility for our breed-
ing choices, skating on thin ice will land us all in hot water. A papoose 
doesn’t need an explanation when he burns his tiny finger in the fire. 
When it comes to breeding correct dogs to standard, “our hair is on 
fire”.

Perhaps this is the place to share a story as told to me by my mentor 
in the early 70’s regarding “How to Pick the Right Puppy.” I was born 
after the Depression to parents over the age of 40. I understand the 
desperate measures taken in this era. Stock dogs, war dogs, service 
dogs, and guard dogs were a necessity to society. As little commercial 
dog food was available, many breeders made their own dog’s diet of 
whatever they could scrounge up. There were larger kennels and how 
they survived, I do not know. Some killed livestock for food and let the 
dogs fend for themselves. It would be of interest to know how those 
kennels sustained themselves during the depression.
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RESULTS:

Thursday, October 4, 2012
Hatboro Kennel Club
Judge: Mr Zane Smith
BOB - GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon 
BOS - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
BW - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
WD - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
RWD - Samabel Sunshine Superstar
WB - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
RWB - Kambara’s Luck Be A Lady At Celestial
SEL Dog - CH Temora Ri Diercc 
AOM - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master

Friday, October 5, 2012
Raritan Regional Specialty
Judge: 
BOB - GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon
BOS - GCH CH Rock Village Rumor Has It
BW - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
WD - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
RWD - Samabel Sunshine Superstar 
WB - Shastakin Flying Dyson
RWB - Kambara’s Luck Be A Lady At Celestial
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
SEL Bitch -CH Bestwood Bella De Monee
AOM - CH Shastakin Jersey Jake 
AOM - GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dustbuster
AOM - GCH CH Dreamweaver’s Carolina Cowboy

Saturday, October 6, 2012
Devon Kennel Club
Judge: Mr Kerry Lee
BOB - CH Temora Ri Diercc
BOS - GCH CH Outbackred Rahna Tabor  Majesty
WD/BW - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
RWD - Samabel Sunshine Superstar
WB - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
RWB - Pineterri Gabby Go Girl
SEL Dog - GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Rock Village Rumor Has It

Sunday, October 7, 2012 
Montgomery Kennel Club 
Judge: Mr Rodney Herner 
BOB - GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon
BOS - GCH CH Outbackred Rahna Tabor Majesty
WB/BW - Kambara’s Luck Be A Lady At Celestial
RWB - Pineterri Gabby Go Girl
WD - Samabel Sunshine Superstar
RWD - Clifftop Gunna be a Star
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Rock Village Rumor Has It

Montgomery Weekend Ramblings
Gerard Walsh

The judging was not the only drama happening during the Hatboro 
(Friday), Devon (Saturday), and Montgomery County (Sunday) shows. I 
was not at the Thursday show so cannot comment.
 
The New England representation (Eileen Cummings, Lisa Violette, and 
yours truly) arrived late in the day on Thursday, looking forward to the 
Raritan Valley specialty on Friday and the other main events. We had 
heard a variety of weather forecasts, none of which were great, but 

we hoped for the best, knowing that it would be difficult to beat the 
previous two years’ weather at these shows.
 
Friday at Hatboro was sunny and warm, but very humid. Nonethe-
less it was an enjoyable day. Not as many Aussie folks as at last year’s 
Raritan Valley specialty, but it was great getting together with many 
we had not seen in a while. The Raritan Valley luncheon gave us an 
opportunity to catch up and have some good and sometimes comi-
cal conversations. We missed Esther Krom who could not be present 
this year (puppies come first!). She is always such a lively and fun 
participant at these shows.  Then there was the matter of my pup 
ending up in Carol Jablonowki’s vehicle, which is another story for 
another time, but gave us all a chuckle. We diehards stayed until Best 

in Show, and all fell in love with a wonderful little Russell 
Terrier, who was awarded Terrier Group 1. 

The weather forecast for Saturday was semi-ominous, 
and in the afternoon, with dark clouds in the sky, we 
could hear thunder all around us, but miraculously it did 
not rain on the Devon show. It was dark and threatening 
for a good portion of the afternoon, but thankfully dry. 
Again it was a fun day with our Aussie friends, and again 
we stayed until the end. Eileen, Lisa and I are of the 
school of thought that says, “We’re here to see some of 
the best dogs around, so let’s see them!” We always have 

great fun ringside during the groups arguing over 
which dogs are the best. Sometimes we even agree.  
Sometimes the judges even agree with our opinions!
 
Sunday morning, the day of the “big” show, we woke 
up to rain. It had also turned cold and raw. Fortu-
nately our ring time was 2:00PM, so we didn’t need 
to get to the show terribly early, and when we did 
arrive there was plenty of grooming space. We did 
the basics with the dogs, then visited the vendors. 
The weather could have had something to do with 

the relatively small number of vendors present, but we heard 
several times that the cost of renting space at Montgomery 
weekend shows seems to defeat the purpose for vendors. I 
know this is not an isolated situation. I do remember shows 
of not too long ago where you could spend hours shopping 
at Montgomery for items you couldn‘t find  at other shows, 
but this year it did not take long for us to view what was there 
and make a couple of purchases. After shopping, we enjoyed 
a very good lunch at the host’s cafeteria, and also enjoyed the 
luxury of indoor plumbing, then got ready for the ring. The 
excitement and energy in the air at Montgomery is

Montgomery Weekend!
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significant and the Aussie ring provided a shot of adrenalin to the 
exhibitors and spectators. Although it was chilly, the rain had stopped 
in time for the judging -- a real bonus.
 
The Group judging was, as always, a thrill. Spectators were three and 
four deep around the ring. Judge Paolo Dondina did, in my opinion, an 
excellent job in coordinating the presentation of the Brace competi-
tion and then the Group. He added a great blend of flair and humor 
to the high-energy atmosphere while examining the breed winners 
with care and detail. The Best in Show Lakeland, as well as the other 
Group placements, were terrific representations of their breeds. The 
Montgomery Best in Show ring is, for me, second to none. It is an in-
ternational event with folks from all over the world who have a single 
common bond - the love of Terriers. Very nice indeed.
 
Regarding the Aussie entry:
 
First, hearty congratulations to GCH Kambara’s Zebulon (Zeb) and CH 
Temora Ri Diercc (Mac) on their respective breed wins over the week-
end. Different types (and of course different judges) in my opinion, but 
both great examples of the Australian Terrier.  Another thrill was to see 
Veteran CH Bestwood Bella De Monee strut her stuff - the girl still has 
it.  Well done! Congratulations also to all of the class and breed awards. 
The winners changed from day to day in some cases, reflecting the 
different judging assessments.
 
Although the entry was 21 this year, considerably smaller than last 
year’s Montgomery entry, the group reflected, in my opinion, a variety 
of body types, grooming styles, and preparation techniques. It’s 
always educational for me at these shows to see who’s doing what 
to achieve their Aussie’s best possible presentation. I also thoroughly 
enjoy watching the handling styles and always learn something new.
 
Monday morning, after a good night’s sleep, we began the trip back to 
Massachusetts , and for Eileen, back to Maine. It’s amazing how quickly 
the time goes by when we have a “head full of Aussies, ” planning our 
next litters, sharing our expert opinions on the entries and judging 
decisions, and understanding why we do what we do.  Another Mont-
gomery weekend under our belts. Until next year…..  

The Javits Center in New York City was the site of the fourth annual 
Meet The Breeds on October 20 and 21, 2012.  Hosted by the American 
Kennel Club and TICA, over 160 breeds of dogs and 41 breeds of cats 
were on display, as well as vendors and a demonstration stage. Over 
40,000 people attended last year, and this year as well was packed with 
dogs, cats and people! 

 Each breed had a 
booth, a 10-foot table 
and 2 chairs allocated 
to them.  Our Australian 
Terrier booth had large 
picture displays on the 
wall highlighting the 
Aussie in various ways, 
agility, breed, obedi-
ence, herding!, and 
just being an Aussie.  
Attending on Saturday 
were Alexa Samarotto, 
Esther Krom, Lisa Violette, and me. The stars were Mattie, Martha, 
Ranger, Rudolph, and Olivia. 

At any one time there were 3 or 4 dogs on the table interacting with 
the public. The dogs were incredibly well behaved, both with the pub-

lic and each other. At one point 
I looked up and saw at least 10 
flashes pop in Martha’s face with 
5 hands on her all at once. Move 
over, Taylor Swift, the paparazzi 
are here! 

Many people were genuinely 
interested in the breed and took 
referral cards, which Martha 
helped to hand out with aplomb. 
By 2:00 the dogs were exhausted 
and lying around the table with 
their eyes barely open. Sunday 
was equally well attended with 
Esther and Alexa at the helm. 

What an enormous amount of 
work was required to put on such a display, as well as the constant 
dialog with the public. 

I would encour-
age everyone to 
volunteer some 
time at a Meet 
the Breeds event. 
You come to 
really appreciate 
what great little 
dogs we have! 

MEET THE BREED 
OCTOBER 2012
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Dogs Love to be Loved....

Studies show that a lovingly handled dog is a healthier 
dog. The touch of the human hand improves the func-
tions of virtually all the sustaining systems: respiratory, 
circulatory, digestive and so on.

In new born puppies, a frequently petted puppy is not 
only healthier and happier, but also better behaved. 
Dogs like humans, find solace in touching another living 
being, which is another reason why they get along so 
well together.



Cemetery, Garden District, and Katrina 
tours filled some of our 
days.  One tour took 
us to Lafitte, in the 
heavily Cajun bayou 
country.  A gregarious 
young and handsome 
“Captain Chip” and his 
baby alligator, Budwiser, 
took us on an incredible 

airboat 
adventure into the breath-

takingly beautiful backwaters.  We viewed 
all sorts of wildlife, including bald eagles 
and many alligators.

We squeezed in visits to the Bug 
Museum, the Aquarium, the 
Katrina Museum, and the World 

War II Museum.  We 
took a carriage ride 
through the French 
Quarter, where 
“Brangelina’s” house 
was pointed out to us!  Other conveyances such as trol-
leys and rickshaws provided us with fun and interest-
ing modes of transportation. 

Our unofficial concierge, Petie, had made reservations 
in advance at several famous New Orleans restaurants.  We dined 

at the Court of Two Sisters, Commander’s Palace, K-Paul’s Louisiana 
Kitchen, and NOLA.  We had breakfast at Brennan’s.  We stuffed our-
selves on some of the best food we have ever had.   
A slight downer occurred during the 11:00 
am Mass at the historic Basilica 
of St. Louis when the Archbishop 
delivered a homily on gluttony!  We 
sat like deer in the headlights along 
with other tourists listening guiltily. 

After we had been in New 
Orleans for a few days, we 
became quite adept at the local 
lingo.  Hand grenades, Hur-
ricanes and Fishbowls are cock-
tails.  Po’boys are sandwiches on rolls.  If you want lettuce 
and tomato added, you ask for it to be “dressed.”  One never says 
“crayfish,” but “crawfish,” and it’s “prahleens,” not “prayleens.”  

Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end and so did our 
vacation.  We all took back wonderful memories of this lovely 
historic city with its friendly people.  Thank you so much, Jane 
Mundell, for offering a stay at your condo as a fundraiser for the 
Aussie Trust.  We had a ball!  “Laissez les bons temps rouler!”

by Jeanne Popovits

                                                             hot item was offered during the live  
                                       auction at our 2012 National Specialty in St 
Louis.  It was a week’s stay at a condo on Bourbon Street in New 
Orleans’ French Quarter.  Petie Schreeder won the bid.  Jane 
Mundell, an Aussie owner, was the generous donor, and the 
proceeds of the auction benefited the Aussie Trust.  What a great 
gift!  Four Aussie ladies will be eternally grateful.  Petie, Sue 
Bachman, Sue’s longtime friend and fellow Aussie owner Jo Le 
Roy, and I had the time of our lives.

We met at the New 
Orleans airport and 
arrived at the condo 
at night.  The Saints 
had a home game and 
revelers were cel-
ebrating on Bourbon 
Street.  A cacophony 
of sounds of all kinds 
surrounded us.  We 
found the locked gate, 
which opened into a narrow 
walkway and then into a court-
yard.  Our condo was up a rickety 
flight of wooden stairs.  The 
entrance was 

on a balcony that had an authentic tilt.  Once 
inside, we enjoyed the bottle of wine that was 
accompanied by a welcome note from Jane.  The 
condo was an authentic French Quarter renova-
tion, which put us immediately in a party mood.  
Well fortified from the wine, we soon joined the 
revelers on Bourbon Street.

Street perform-
ers, dancers, and musicians filled 
the street.  Young men yelled down 
from balconies to “show your t__ts”.  
We didn’t.  It seemed as though 
everyone was carrying enormous 
cocktails, readily available from 
the many bars and drink stands 
that lined both sides of Bourbon 

Street.  Stopping at a corner jazz bar 
just up the street, we were 
blown away by a cornet 
player who must have 
weighed at close to 400 
pounds and sounded just 
like Louis Armstrong.  We 
grabbed a few hours of 
sleep back at the condo 
before morning and the 
start of our fantasy vaca-
tion in New Orleans.

Beignets and café au 
lait at the  historic Café Du Monde 
started our day almost every morning,

A

New Orleans, Land of Dreams
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Standards (thankfully) do not. It is very important that a judge dif-
ferentiates between breeds and judges each breed according to its 
own breed standard and not to place emphasis on virtues and faults 
according to the criteria with which the judge is most familiar.

Do	breeder	judges	judge	pieces?	Do	all-around	judges	“judge	
dogs”?	Alternating between all-around judges and specialty judges at 
Nationals could keep our breeds from falling off the cliff of good inten-
tions. Breeds need to have balance between type and soundness, NOT 
just front and rear! Adjusting one end to compliment the other does 
not make a good dog. It results in a dog that does nothing wrong, but 
neither does it do anything right.

Some dogs are not correct to standard but they are “fixers.”  Breeders 
need such dogs as they can improve breed type, pass on virtues and 
eliminate faults. However, it is NOT a judge’s responsibility to award 
wins for this reason. The judge’s responsibility is to judge to standard 
and to not inflict personal opinions on a breed, even if they are cor-
rect.

I have a “fix it” dog. He is not sound. However, I have sound bitches to 
compliment him. Genetically, he is strong for wonderful coat charac-
teristics, beautiful expression and ears, a super temperament, and he 
controls size. It’s easy to pick the keepers from the pets at eight weeks 
of age. He shortens up puppies and gives proper leg length. In my 
opinion, to value and to use such a dog is what breeding is all about. 
Most breeders keep these dogs out of the show ring. A good breeder 
has the ability to see something, recognize it, go after it, and perpetu-
ate it. The concentration of a single virtue also incorporates hard to 
lose faults. When this becomes an acceptable norm, it is “kennel blind-
ness.”

It’s sad we can’t discuss faults and virtues without offending someone. 
Having learned more from bad horses and dogs than good ones, I 
have a template of the standard burned in my mind and it greatly 
approaches the “greats” of any breed. However, seeing “good and bad” 
side by side opens the eyes. There are three types. #1. True breed type 
(the standard) #2. Preferred breed type (flavor of the month) #3. Hot 
damn! It wins! Who cares, breed more of them. What’s your opinion? 
Which stage is your breed in?

Some judges can articulate why they put one dog over another. Oth-
ers can find a good dog, but cannot articulate their choice. Having an 
“eye” is a great gift. Opinions, like arm pits are many and diversified but 
it is the glue that holds our sport together. The sport of dogs is a non-
ending learning experience.

So be kind to each other, breeders and exhibitors. Judging is as tough 
as breeding but it is done in the eye of public opinion. Before making 
a judgment, picture yourself in that ring, working to select the best 
of the best while others take measure of your expertise. Your opinion 
could well match the judge’s when its all said and done.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
E. Katie Gammill &
www.thedogpress.com

Asked how one could be successful, Dale Carnegie replied. “I cannot 
tell you how to succeed, but I can tell you how to fail. Try to please ev-
eryone!” Considering both sides of an issue is imperative but compro-
mise can be a two-edged sword.

Did	you	start	with	a	“stellar”	dog? Some exhibits “catch fire” and some 
don’t. Either way, a judge should give and expect courtesy. Judges put 
themselves out there after years of study (and exorbitant expense) to 
judge breeds to their individual standard. Therefore, they should be 
respected for their efforts and for their studied opinion.

When the judge’s opinion doesn’t suit the exhibitor, stomping off 
doesn’t improve the situation. Such behavior could result in a bench 
show committee. Ringside opinions contribute little when someone 
does not have their hands on the dog. Criticism directed toward the 
officiating judge who is attempting to follow proper ring procedure, 
stay on time, evaluate, prioritize each dog, consider disqualifications, 
and mark the book correctly is unprofessional at best and at worst, 
grossly unfair.

Should	judges	continue	to	exhibit	their	own	dog? Opinions vary 
there too. Once one decides to be a judge, standing ringside with ex-
hibitors may lead to criticism. By applying to judge, the applicant puts 
him/herself in this position and must make a personal choice based 
on knowledge and his/her opinion on that day. On the other hand, if 
the officiating judge rewards your dog, although it may be the best 
one, some people may consider the win “political.”  If the judge doesn’t 
reward your dog, in your opinion, that judge may be considered inept. 
You have the right to show your dog, but your opinion of the results, 
good or bad, is best kept to yourself.

Do	Breed	Standards	change?	No, type does. What is type change? It 
is when through breeding, faults or virtues become so intensified or 
common place they eventually are considered a virtue. For a while it 
wins and catches the eye, but eventually that “type” fades and another 
takes it place. In the interim, breeders show dogs that appear “differ-
ent” and opinions being what they are, those dogs are either awarded 
or penalized for their correctness.

Proof is that several breeds have been “derailed” but are now back 
on track. This reflects changing opinions on what is correct but the 
important thing is to breed and judge to the standard, thus allowing 
each dog to perform the duties for which it was intended.

If the breeders cannot comprehend what their breed needs, woe be 
to them. To award a dog because “the breed needs it” contradicts the 
standard. Many dogs are dominant for certain desirable traits. Today 
we have the opportunity to see even more Champions because the 
Select Class opens the door to forgotten stud opportunities and suc-
cessful pedigrees. Hidden virtues are just around the corner.

When one applies to judge, should they have some understanding 
of structure and corresponding movement? Shouldn’t they be able 
to identify body shape, top lines, breed specific movement, and size 
differences? Unfortunately, that’s not always the case. Often breeders 
watching from ringside know as much, if not more, than the officiating 
judge. Judging opinions can change with the weather but Breed

DOG SHOW JUDGES HAVE OPINIONS
There are too many opinions today. Many have no verification or fall within a grey area.  

Expectations of a judge, exhibitor or breeder may differ but we all have them.

by E. Katie Gammell
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While you’re waiting, some of you are contacting people on your 
waiting list, but most of you don’t keep one.  Several of you feel that 
since you don’t know how many pups you’ll have, there’s no reason to 
disappoint prospective buyers.  Others post the news via the ATCA’s 
breeder information page and/or a local dog club and go from there.  
Still others often hear from past purchasers who want another, which 
is the best kind of compliment!

Once the pups are on the ground, it’s 50-50 whether you dock or 
your vet does.  First, though, you see whether each pup is long- or 
short-bodied before deciding where to dock, as a longer dog looks 
more balanced with a longer tail.  Twist or cut--you all have used both 
methods, at about 2 to 3 days of age.

As the puppies begin to get older, when do you vaccinate?  All of 
you say you follow your vet’s advice and begin at 8 to 10 weeks.  An 
interesting note was one recommendation to “delay the rabies vaccine 
till 6 to 8 months of age to prevent vasculitis.”  Too, as pups grow, all 
of you begin rudimentary house- or crate training.  Several of you 
suggested litter boxes starting at 2 to 3 weeks, which are then moved 
outside.  Wee-wee pads are helpful in teaching them which end of 
the whelping box is which; these, too, are moved outside.  Whatever 
your method, as one of you reminds us, “The most important aspect of 
house training is consistency and understanding the age-appropriate 
ability of puppies to be housetrained. “ That said, some of you stated 
honestly that the Australian Terrier is not as easy to housebreak as 
other breeds. 

Now you’re ready to decide which pups are ready to head off to new 
homes and which will stay.  We wondered whether or not you perform 
a formal temperament test, and more of you said “no” than “yes.”  Those 
of you who do mentioned the Pat Hastings method for evaluation of 
puppies.  All of you, however, agree that experience--knowing the 
breed--and close observation are the best determinants of the pups’ 
personalities and what they’re best suited for.  Handling them at an 
early age and exposing them to lots of sights, sounds and situations 
are key.  Age, too, can play a role, as several of you note that puppies 
slower to mature are the last ones you send off to their new homes.   
“Try not to place too early,” cautions one respondent.  Experienced 
breeders who know Aussies can easily tell who will be a show, perfor-
mance, or companion dog--or all three!

We asked and you answered!

Recently The Talkabout sent a questionnaire to some member breed-
ers to tell readers a bit more about who we are.  Here’s a summary of 
your answers.

We have kept the information general for one reason, to show that as 
serious breeders, much of what we do is the same. This is from watch-
ing, learning and teaching others, and passing down generations of 
information about our breed to new breeders. In doing so, we not only 
have preserved the breed, but we have preserved the integretity of 
how we breed.

First, we asked how long you’ve been breeding.  Some of you have 
been doing this for over 40 years and some as recently as 2-plus years, 
for an average of 27 years.  That’s a lot of expertise!  When asked how 
you decide which dogs to breed, by pedigree or phenotype, most of 
you said “both.” All of you line breed to preserve the good traits, but 
will outcross from time to time when it’s the right decision. As one 
breeder observed, “A pedigree is only as good as the dogs that make it 
up.”  Another said, “When deciding on a breeding, I use all the informa-
tion available to me to make my decision.  I believe line breeding is a 
good start but I also think that we need to bring in some “new blood” 
periodically to strengthen the line.”

Regardless of your own color preferences, all of you said that yes, you 
would, or do now, breed blue/tan to red to bring out the best qualities 
of each.  Two deciding factors are whether the dogs are of good stock 
and if each possesses qualities that will improve the breed as a whole.  
Another respondent pointed out that to retain good color or improve 
color, think carefully about the phenotype and color factoring of the 
parent dogs. 

So who’s the bigger contributor to the gene pool, Mom or Dad?  All of 
you agreed on the importance of both but, as one of you puts it, “The 
dam is the foundation and the sire should compliment her. Without 
a good bitch, I wouldn’t hope for a great litter, no matter who she is 
bred to.”  Look to the bitch, you say.  Another points out that Mom is 
the one who teaches the puppies all about this big new world, so not 
only her breeding, but her temperament and experience are factors.

While the bitch is pregnant, you’re pretty evenly divided over special 
diets vs. simply increasing (but not overfeeding!) the amount of her 
regular food.   Puppy kibble, cottage cheese, egg, chicken, liver, and 
salmon oil are some of the extras you give your girls. 
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Breed Club and Code of Ethics---Where Do They Fit In?

Recently, someone interested in an Australian Terrier called me.  She 
asked some very interesting questions during our conversation:  “Why 
is belonging to the Australian Terrier Club of America so important 
and why is the Code of Ethics so important?” I learned later that she 
had spoken to another breeder who had anything BUT nice things to 
say about the ATCA and mocked our Code of Ethics.

After I got off the phone, I thought about why it was important to 
belong to this or any club?  How important are breed clubs code of 
ethics? First I went to Google and did a little digging around.  I typed 
in the question, “Why is it important to belong to a breed club?”  This 
brought up 10 pages, 10 articles to a page, and I looked at them all.  
Of those 100 articles, 97 of them mentioned that “serious and good 
breeders” belong to breed clubs.  That sent me to some breed clubs’ 
web sites and to the comments that follow:

“A responsible, quality breeder belongs to the national breed club and 
usually a local or state breed club of the breed(s) that he shows and 
raises. He is then accountable--an important concept--because he 
must sign papers and make pledges to these clubs about his inten-
tions as a quality breeder. His kennel name and reputation are at 
stake.”-- Scottish Terrier Club of America

“What breed clubs do the breeders belong to? At a minimum, they 
should belong to the MCOA and/or one of regional Mastiff clubs, thus 
exhibiting an interest in supporting the future and direction of the 
breed, as well as being willing to place themselves under the oversight 
of their peers through the mechanism of the club’s Code of Ethics.” 
-- Mastiff Club of America

“A breeder should belong to the West Highland White Terrier Club of 
America, a regional Westie club, or an all-breed club. Ideally, he/she 
should belong to all three; however, sometimes this is impossible. The 
reason for this requirement is that this sort of participation indicates 
depth of involvement.  This breeder is exposed to other points of view, 
learns more about the breed and modern breeding practices, and is 
kept up to date on AKC rules and regulations.” 
--West Highland White Terrier Club of America

I then went and researched EVERY breed club that I could find within 
the USA. EVERY breed club had a code of ethics members must abide 
by if they are a member. Each club in some way encourages member-
ship. So the question remains, can breed clubs in the USA be wrong 
to have a code of ethics? Is belonging to a breed club important? That 
is a question only you, as an individual can answer, but the evidence 
says it IS important!

All of this brought me back full circle to our own club and our code 
of ethics.  When I read them, it affirmed in me the desire to adhere to 
them.  If you’re a breeder and haven’t read them in awhile, you might 
look them over and ask yourself if you uphold these yourself.  A breed 
clubs Code of ethics are important, and if a breeder you are speaking 
to mocks them or the club, ask yourself  ‘WHY?’  

If you’re an Aussie owner (or would like to be), read these on the ATCA 
website and learn what a quality breeder believes:   
www.australianterrier.org

- The Editor

Those answers bring us back to the final questions:  What is your pur-
pose in breeding and what motivates you?  All of your answers were 
well thought out and expressed.   Here are some of your remarks:

“We have bred for good health, outgoing temperaments, showy per-
sonalities, correct type, good structure and color, and for the compan-
ions most dogs will be for most of their and our lives.”

“I do it for many reasons.  The most important for me is the health, 
disposition and conformation of the puppies.  There are few things 
in life as lovely as a well-bred dog.  I love to watch puppies grow to 
adulthood and to see them become the adults that they were meant 
to become.  I love the wonderful feedback that owners of our puppies 
give us that tells us that we are providing a gift of love and a wonder-
ful addition to their lives.”

“Breeding, raising and showing Aussies who are sound in tempera-
ment, health and conformation has become my “job.”  It also gives me 
great pleasure to place happy and healthy Aussies in homes where 
they are loved.  Aussies have provided me with some extraordinary 
friendships and it pleases me to offer what I have learned to folks with 
a bit less experience, while I am always increasing my knowledge from 
those who know more than I do.  What motivates me most, however, is 
the joy I have living with my Aussie buddies. They give me much more 
than I give them.”

“I breed to continue my line and to give me a new puppy for the show 
ring. Hoping to breed an even better puppy in the next litter is what 
motivates me.”

“My purpose for breeding is to produce quality dogs, show, per-
formance and pet dogs.  The motivation to breed is to continue to 
produce the grand little dogs we all love.  Dogs with great spirit and a 
joy for life.”

“... mainly because the breed has not been overbred and does not 
have a lot of health issues.  They have great temperaments and are 
truly “man’s best friend.”  They are beautiful, full of life, and make me 
laugh each and every day!  I couldn’t imagine my life without them in 
it.”

Interview	-	Breeders Code	of	Ethics
continued....
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What Is A Rescue Dog?

Purebred rescue is a person (or group of people) who specialize in 
rescuing one breed of dog.  They are especially knowledgeable about 
their chosen breed and care about their welfare.  The dogs are often 
taken from public or private shelters.   They may have been picked up 
as a stray by animal control or turned in by their owners.  People give 
up their pets for many good and not so good reasons.   Rescue also 
takes dogs directly from their owners when the owner can no longer 
keep the dog.  When an owner dies, the family may turn the dog over 
to rescue for placement.  There are many ways a dog may find his way 
into rescue.

The dogs that come to rescue are from all types of backgrounds.  
Some, through no fault of their own, find themselves without a home.   
An owner dies or moves somewhere and they feel they can’t keep the 
dog or the dog is considered not suitable to the new home.  Perhaps 
it was a cute puppy bought on impulse, with no thought of what it 
would be when it grew up.  Often, temperament problems that could 
have been easily corrected when the dog was young, were allowed to 
continue until the dog became a serious problem.  Barking, biting, and 
not being housebroken are common problems.  Many times it’s just 
not the right breed of dog for that person or that particular family.

Dogs that come into purebred rescue are all spayed or neutered before 
placement so that none can be used for breeding in the future.   This 
would only continue the problem of too many dogs that need new 
homes.  A spayed or neutered dog is often healthier and usually will 
live longer.  All shots are brought up to date on a rescue dog and a 
medical and temperament evaluation is done.   Some come to rescue 
in terrible condition.  Many were strays living in the street, and some 
come from neglectful or cruel homes.  Long-coated dogs usually 
have not been groomed and are a mass of matted, dirty hair.  Fleas, 
ear infections and skin problems are common.  The dogs are properly 
groomed and bathed by the rescue group workers or by professional 
groomers.  They are checked for fleas, ticks, worms and other parasites. 

If possible, all medical work is done to get the dogs back on the road to 
a good, decent life with people that will love and care for them.  They 
are also evaluated for their temperament.  Will they be able to adjust to 
a new home?  Will they be safe with children and other pets?  There are 
many differences between breeds, including  size and coat care, and 
activity level, for example.  You need to find a dog that fits into your 
home and lifestyle.

A rescue worker tries to find out as much as possible about each new 
dog to help in finding him a new home.  Some dogs will be wonder-
ful pets as long as they are the only dog or the only pet.  We look for 
the most appropriate home for each dog.  Rescue dogs come in all 
sizes.  Few are puppies, but most are one- to two-year-olds.  Teenagers!  
Some are in their senior years and these are the special ones.  Perhaps 
their owner has died and left them alone.  Often older dogs still have 
many good years left.  Usually if they have been with a senior it is best 
to lace them with a senior.  What wonderful companionship this can be 
for a senior couple or widow or widower -  to have a pet that is in the 
same place in his life as the owner is, able to receive lots of love and 
enjoy his new home!

Rescue workers will ask many questions of you to find out the most 
about your situation and needs.  They will then try to match you with 
the right breed and the right dog for your family.  If the dog was a 
stray, they may not know that much about him.  It means taking it 
slowly at first until you get to know each other.  Most rescued dogs ad-
just fairly quickly and are happy to be in a home where they are loved 
and cared for.  When you take a rescue dog, you are truly saving his 
life.  If you choose a dog from a purebred rescue, be aware that this is a 
dog with a past.  Take things slowly when you bring him into your life.   
Keep things quiet and try to establish a routine with him.  He has had a 
life routine before and that is his security.  If it is known where he came 
from it is easier; however, if he was a stray we can only guess what type 
of life he had before he came into rescue.  Be patient and caring with 
him and he should settle into your new home in a few weeks.

Choose the breed of dog carefully.   Look at many different breeds and 
find out as much as possible about that breed of dog.  People are often 
drawn to a dog by its looks, but it is the temperament of the breed you 
must live with.  A behavior that one person thinks is cute can be unac-
ceptable to someone else.  Make a list of behaviors you consider posi-
tive and negative.  Do you want a very obedient dog or one with a free 
spirit attitude on life?  Do you have other pets that the new dog must 
get along with?  Consider the purpose for which the dog was bred and 
decide if that is going to fit into your lifestyle.  Will the dog live primar-
ily in the house or in the yard or both?   Are you or a member of your 
family at home during the day?  Some dogs do not do well left alone 
for long periods of time.  Some may become destructive when not 
supervised.  Young dogs have lots of energy and may need more at-
tention than an older dog.  How high and how secure your fence is can 
also determine the type of dog you should get.  A wrought iron fence 
may hold an 80 pound dog very well, but an eight pound dog can walk 
right through it.  These are all things you must consider when picking 
the right breed and the right dog for you and your family.

If you choose a purebred dog from rescue you are truly saving a 
life.  Choose the breed and the individual dog with care and under-
stand your responsibility to this dog.  A rescue dog can bring great 
joy to you and your family for many years to come.

Reprinted with Permission 2012 
Pam Bishop

Australian Terrier Rescue
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Australian Terrier Rescue

Thorin 
Adopted in September 2012

Peanut & Rosie 
Adopted in October 2012

                                                                                                                                                75

Benji & Ira 
Adopted in September 2012

Rescue does not only assist with dogs that we take in, but 
we also help other organizations as well.

We work with other rescue groups, refer people to  
Petfinder.com and help people connect with one another 
when a dog needs a new home, but the owners prefer to 
keep their dog until  a new home is  found.

We do not post these assists on our our website.  This is a 
behind-the-scenes action... 

We help many dogs, through a network of volunteers who 
get no thanks for the job at hand. So the next time you see 
someone that is part of Australian Terrier Rescue, please 
make sure you thank them, for helping the dogs, and find-
ing them that ‘Forever Home.’

Aug 2012 
ATR was contacted by  Silky Rescue
Facebook Listing
Jack, Adopted by Heather in MI

Aug 2012
ATR was contacted by a private  rescue group in PA
Facebook Listing
Scrappy, Adopted

Aug 2012
Lois Lane
ATR was contacted by a Public Shelter in Lancaster, PA
Dog was referred to Cairn Rescue

Sept 2012
Duncan   
 ATR was contacted by public shelter in Alabama
Adopted by Phoebe and Jim in GA

Oct 2012 
Cookie 
ATR was contacted by a shelter in Texas 
Adopted by Barbara in TX

http://www.Petfinder.com


September 2012

CHAMPION  
CH Dreamtime Razzle Dazzle
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
CH Redwing Song And Dance Man
Breeder: Susan Holsinger 
Owner: Margaret Coder 
CH Roachan’s Lakeside Party 
Breeder: Anne Roache & Gayle Roache 
Owner: Anne Roache & Gayle Roache
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Dreamweaver’s Southern Charm
Breeder: Lisa Weaver 
Owner: Lisa Weaver 
GCH CH Redhawk Tickle My Fancy 
Breeder: Eva Campbell & Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Eva Campbell 
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
Breeder: Julie Seaton 
Owner: Julie Seaton
NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER 
The Farm’s Top Flight NAJ
Breeder: Sheila Dunn 
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt
BEGINNER NOVICE 
CH Dreamtime’s Kiss Me Kate BN RN
Breeder: Marilyn Harban 
Owner:  Sherrill Yates & Marilyn Harban 

AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles from July 2012 to September 2012. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                              July 2012

GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CA
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
RALLY EXCELLENT
CH Abq Candelaria Christhill CD BN RE
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen & Mary Abbott
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
CH Abq Cimina Christhill CD GN RE
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
AGILITY FAST OPEN
Marble Arch Just For A Thrill OA OAJ OF
Breeder: Sandra Weigle 
Owner:  Devorah Sperber & Bruce Dobson
MASTER EARTHDOG
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CA
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

                                        

   August 2012

CHAMPION
CH Bluquo Hopscotch
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban 
Owner: Debby Sharp
CH Marble Arch Dancing in the Moonlight
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner:  Rita Farmer
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Dreamweaver’s Carolina Cowboy
Breeder: Lisa Weaver
Owner:  Lisa Weaver
GCH CH Marble Arch The Corner Man
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Sandra Weigle 
RALLY EXCELLENT
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High BN Re NA NAJ
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
CH P.S. Roxbury Christhill CDX RE
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXJ OF
MACH Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB MJS
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXJ MJB
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy AX AXJ ME EE2   
Abq Kacy Christhill AX MXJ OF
MACH2 Greyrock On The Edge UD VER RE MXG MJB2 XF
CH Redwing Its All About Me TD MX MXJ NAP NJP 
Greyrock Soaring To Heaven CD BN GN RA MX MXJ NF
 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
7 
8

     

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon         
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dustbuster
GCH CH Wild West’s Double Cat
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master 
GCH CH Temora Taint She Sweet
GCH CH Benayr Blue Danube 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon 
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip 
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 
GCH CH Marble Arch The Corner Man
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc   
GCH CH Temora Taint She Sweet          

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

    Jan 1, 2012 to October 31st, 2012*
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2013 AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CALENDAR ORDER FORM

Each month another gorgeous picture of an Aussie,  Photo Cover Contest Runner Ups and Honorable Mentions 
and pictures of loving Aussies that have passed on.   Once supply is depleted there will be no more.   Do not wait 
to order.  Make sure to include number of calendars and address to ship them to. (Include your 
email address in case of questons regarding your order.)

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING & HANDLING
    US & Canada              All Other Countries
 1 Calendar     $17.50     $22.50
 2 Calendars     $33.90     $38.50
 3 Calendars     $50.95     $55.95
 4 Calendars     $67.80     $72.80

Any questions contact:  Darlene Evans at             calendarATCA@gmail.com                  or call 510-599-5383

Send check to:  Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA, 255 N. El Cielo Rd, Suite 140-274, Palm Springs, CA  92262-6974
                    

 OR -- Purchase through the Australian Terrier Store at        www.australianterrier.org                   
OR -- Use your Paypal account and send correct amount to         atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com



There must be, behind a great breeder, a vision the breeder 
saw in his mind’s eye, persistently and consistently pursued . 

For breeding is a vision, and a breeder must be an artist using all his abilities,  
knowledge, experience, and patience to express his vision in concrete form.



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America 

 

www.australianterrier.org

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977


