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Reggie  finished his conformation career with 6 Group 
1sts, 2 Selects at National Specialties and numerous Group 
and Breed placements with very limited showing, always 
owner handled. At the same time, he also competed in 
numerous performance events, becoming the first Austra-
lian Terrier to earn an Endurance Earthdog title, as well 
as his AKC  Excellent Agility titles. In the future we wish to 
add Rally and Obedience titles, as well as Nosework.  Reg-
gie is a terrific ambassador for the breed and we hope to 
continue to demonstrate the wonderful versatility of these 
“grand little dogs.”  
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Good Day.
I thoroughly enjoyed the Talkabout.  The articles were very inter-
esting and the candid shots are just beautiful.  I appreciate receiv-
ing the copies and thank you for the hard work putting it out.
 - Sharol Candace Way

This is a truly first class publication.  So much to read.  Can’t wait 
for my hard copy to arrive.
 - Diana

Thanks Julie - I LOVE the breed and look forward to your posts!
Cheers - Pam

Thank you...its a fantastic issue and I await the next three and year 
after year.
You did a great job for the breed.
 - Joan Schurr-Kefeli

I received my hardcopy of The Talkabout and it is EXCELLENT!  
Bravo for all you are doing.  WOW!  I hope you know you have 
raised the bar so high no one will ever want to take this over. 
 - Marilyn

Thank you for the compliment Marilyn. There will be someone out 
there that will probably do even a better job, so I am not worried. 
We have a LOT of talent in our club!
 - Julie

Thank you for the marvelous Talkabout Issue----it is one of the 
most comprehensive magazines we have ever seen.
Our Aussie, Bonnie, is one of the joys of our life.  We were particu-
larly impressed with the attention you give to Health Updates.
 - Norm Pfeifer

I want to thank you and the Australian Terrier Club for forward-
ing the ATCA newsletter to me.  I have recently been granted 
the Australian Terrier to judge after many years of observing and 
working with the most dedicated, knowledgeable, and passion-
ate dog breeders.  I am grateful to have the time to work with 
Australian Terrier breeders and to be allowed to judge two of your 
sweepstakes.  I will continue to respect the breed and breeders.  
Your publication is wonderful and displays the range of interests 
of the owners and the variety of skills of the breed.  I have already 
enjoyed the pictures, news and articles and look forward to 
receiving it in the future.
 - Kathi Brown

Thank you for making the ATCA Newsletter available by email to 
judges. I appreciate the convenience.
 - Virginia Lyne

WOW, that is about all I can say about this Publication. Kudos to 
the Club for putting out such wonderful information that everyone 
can use. As an Aussie owner, I can appreciate what you have done 
and I look forward to each issue. This is by far, the best out there at 
this time. 
- Susan

What a fantastic publication!! I have not seen a better publica-
tion about dogs and a lot of this material is about Australians! The 
photographs are outstanding!
- Heather Cook

ToThe
Editor

L

Ch Tinee Town True Story
Clifford Hallmark -  Handler

1962

                                                                                                                                         5



Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto
Dear Members,

 Hope everyone had a good summer and is look-
ing forward to great fall season! I just want to 
highlight three important items this month. First, 
we will be hearing about an enhancement to the 
Club’s participation in the CHIC Testing Program. 

To encourage participation by ATCA members, there will be for a 
limited time and number, financial incentives to participate on a 
first come, first served basis. This is because sending in your dog’s 
health test result information, whatever the result, benefits the 
breed overall in a substantive way. I do not need to remind our 
members how important health testing of our breeding prospects 
is, improving your knowledge and ability to breed your own dogs 
to achieve sounder, healthier, better dogs.  But also transparency 
and access to everyone’s information measurably adds to every-
one’s knowledge and ability to breed better Australian Terriers.

Right now, our Specialty Coordinator, Ida Ellen Weinstock, is still 
seeking ideas for locations for our future Nationals; you can con-
tact her directly if you have thoughts. Why not tell us about your 
favorite show in your area that you feel would be a good place to 
hold a National Specialty. Maybe this will trigger ideas and then 
maybe you can be persuaded to chair it! The more diverse the 
locations we go to, the greater the chance that members may be 
able to come who might not have been able to travel before. The 
sooner we can nail down proposals and locations, the better it is 
for everyone to plan your schedules and also to hire judges. Many 
of the judges on our list are popular and sought after by many 
clubs and are committed two or three years in advance and we do 
not want to miss out in trying to hire the club members’ choices. 
And we would love to try out new geographic locations!

 We are also seeking someone who wants to apprentice and learn 
about doing the ATCA Calendar, our much-loved publication 
which has been so popular for holiday gift giving. The Committee 
wants to teach a new Chairperson and pass the mantle on. Even if 
you do not know much about doing either project, we welcome 
anyone volunteering to learn. Please feel free to read and respond 
as you wish to any and all issues or requests. The more we hear 
from you, the better and more responsive to your needs can we 
make this club. I am happy to hear from anyone who wants to 
communicate.
 

Learning to know and love your ATCA 
website.

Have you ever encountered a new owner or 
just a curious newcomer who asked “what is 
type?”  You dutifully explain” type” but know 
that it would be helpful for the questioner to 
have a written reference. 

Now where did you read such a reference? 
Aha, you recall that it was in an issue of the 

AKC Gazette. But where is that Gazette and which issue was the 
article in?  Wait!  You recall that the ATCA website  has a section 
for Gazette articles under Club Publications. You go to the web-
site, click on Club Publications and there, in the drop down is the 
section, Gazette Articles. You click and go to the page and there it 
is- February 2012 – What is your type?  While you are on the page you 
notice that there are articles on Color, Grooming, Therapy dogs and 
so much more. You know that you have found a great reference for 
your new Aussie owner.

However, perhaps you could not remember where those Gazette 
articles were on the website. Now there is a tool. A sitemap has 
been added to the website that lists every section both by web 
page and alphabetically. The Gazette scenario illustrates just one 
aspect of the information that is available on the website. Take a 
few minutes and go to the sitemap and take a look at the wealth of 
information that is offered on the Health page, in the past issues of 
The Talkabout and so much more. 

Perhaps that new Aussie owner is one of the 54 new owners who 
have gone to the Welcome New Aussie Owners page of the website 
and filled out the form for a one year free subscription to The Talk-
about. 

Much of this information has been accessed by visitors to the 
website. In the past year, there have been many hits on the website: 
In an average month, June, the website received 16,585 visits. A 
typical visitor examined 10-11 documents before leaving the site. 
A typical visit lasted for 41 minutes. The longest visit lasted for 46 
minutes. Visitors came from 4,476 distinct Internet addresses. 
From time to time, we review the use of pages on the website 
in relation to the analysis of the statistics and the suggestions of 
members. In one such review, it has become evident that the timely 
addition (to ATCA on the Internet) of the ATCA Facebook (adminis-
tered by Sandra Weigle) is a progression of the outdated and little 
used Member Forum section of the website.  Thus, the Member 
Forum was eliminated from the website. 

If you would like to give Feedback to the webmaster, send an email.

Kerrie Bryan
Webmaster

Shannon H
ertzler©

Message from the Webmaster
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Kerrie Bryan
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Dear Members,
 

The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award
 
Please review the AKC material below and decide:

In the American Kennel Club’s ongoing efforts to recognize and celebrate its volunteer club members, The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship 
Award program was established in 2006 to provide each member club with an AKC Medallion to award to one of its own on a yearly basis. 

This award honors those individuals who deserve special recognition that have made a difference in the sport of purebred dogs, embodied 
the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and have been an active and valued member of an AKC member club. Medallions are awarded solely at 
the club’s discretion. 

•	 Sportsmen respect the history, traditions and integrity of the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair play, honesty, courtesy, and vigorous competition, as well as winning and losing 
with grace. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the sport of purebred dogs by injecting personal advantage 
or consideration into their decisions or behavior. 

•	 The sportsman judge judges only on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors. 

•	 The sportsman judge or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under a judge where it might reasonably appear that the judge’s placements 
could be based on something other than the merits of the dogs. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the impartiality of a judge. 

•	 The sportsman respects the AKC bylaws, rules, regulations and policies governing the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility are not inconsistent and are able to appreciate the merit of their competition 
and the effort of competitors. 

•	 Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport. 

•	 Sportsmen will deal fairly with all those who trade with them. 

•	 Sportsmen are willing to share honest and open appraisals of both the strengths and weaknesses of their breeding stock. 

•	 Sportsmen spurn any opportunity to take personal advantage of positions offered or bestowed upon them. 

•	 Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare of their dog. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking part in the sport. 

 The AKC has left the structure of the program up to each individual club to decide its own process and criteria. 

•	 Nominees must have abided by the AKC Sportsman Code of Ethics in all cases.

•	 A call for nominations should appear in at least two issues of The Talkabout.

•	 Nominations will be received from any member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC and can be received for any 
member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC.

•	 Nominations will be received in writing. Nominators are encouraged to write a brief blurb on why they feel their nominee 
should win.

•	 The ATCA Board and officers will vote on the winner by anonymous ballot. A discussion of each nominee is encouraged 
prior to vote. Each Board member will vote for one winner or each Board member will rank each and every nominee and 
the ranks will be tallied to determine the winner.

•	 Nominations for the award should be forwarded to me at Samabelaus@aol.com or send me the nomination by mail. 
    Alexa Samarotto

mailto:Samabelaus%40aol.com?subject=Samabelaus%40aol.com


Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban

Board Actions Taken since May 12, 2012

•	 Approved Minutes of 2012 Annual Board Meeting.

•	 Approved Minutes of 2012 Annual Membership Meeting.

•	 Approved change of presenter for Breed presentation at the 
ADSJ (American Dog Show Judges) Seminar to be held Au-
gust 13 -17.  Presentation will be headed by Marilyn Harban.

•	  Approved request to assign Live Auction proceeds to AusT-
Trust.

•	 Denied request to send Take the Lead $500 for a Club  
membership using proceeds of the Specialty.  

•	  Approved request from Health Committee for rebate of $80/
dog for the first 100 dogs that receive CHIC numbers.  Money 
to be earmarked from ATCA Health funds in the amount of 
$8,000 for rebates.  Rebates will be retroactive to December 
2010.

•	 Approved request from Health Committee to have the Trust 
allocate funds for payment of pins to be sent as thank you for 
CHIC participation.  Details are still being worked out as to pin 
design and guidelines for issuing.

•	 Approved request from AKC for support of medallions for 
the 2012 AKC/Eukanuba National, the AKC National Obedi-
ence Invitational and the AKC Agility Invitational to be held in 
Orlando, December 15 & 16, 2012. 

•	  Approved request from AKC for a Club Representative to be 
appointed to coordinate in updating the content on the Aus-
tralian Terrier in the new 21st Edition of the AKC Dog Book.  
Marilyn Harban has been approved as coordinator.

•	  Approved application for membership of Barbara Nunley.   
 Welcome back!

Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Mike Palazzo

Application for membership:

•	 Patricia Zupan IN
         Sponsored by Marilyn Harban & Sandra Weigle.
•	 Marietta Cowan CA
         Sponsored by Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen
•	 Tony Janson 
         Sponsored by  Susan Saulvester & Micki O’Connell

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments regard-
ing membership applicants.  Please send any related comments or 
inquiries to the Recording Secretary.  After that time, the Board will 
vote on the applicant. 

•	 Received one breeder information query in search of coat 
color. Recommended that inquirer contact Breeder Referral 
Chair.

•	 Received one inquiry regarding photo submissions for ATCA 
Calendar. Forwarded to acting ATCA Calendar Chair.

•	 Received two queries concerning specific Aussie puppy 
development and behavior. Recommended that each contact 
their breeders and veterinarians respectively for advice and 
follow-up.

•	 Received two member queries regarding password log-in 
and dues payment issues with PayPal. Forwarded to ATCA 
Webmaster. 

•	 Received AKC electronic correspondence in reference to a 
petition to oppose a USDA proposal that would categorize 
small and hobby breeders as commercial breeders and sub-
ject them to federal licensing, regulations, and inspections. 
Forwarded  to President and Recording Secretary.

•	 Received AKC electronic invitation for the ATCA to participate 
in “Meet the Breeds” to be held in Orlando, FL on December 15 
and 16, 2012, and to sponsor commemorative medallions for 
Australian Terrier breed winners in conformation, obedience 
and agility. Forwarded to President and Recording Secretary.

•	 Received AKC electronic update regarding regulation changes 
applicable to club-licensed obedience and rally events. For-
warded to Recording Secretary.

•	 Sent letter of appreciation to Dr. Ben Johnson, ACVO Diplo-
mate, of Animal Eye Associates of St. Louis, MO in gratitude for 
his professional support of our breed during the 2012 ATCA 
National Specialty (CERF Testing).

•	 Sent letter of appreciation to Ms. Claudia Coleman for her 
generous offer of original artwork to be produced on mer-
chandise sold through the Aussie Store, with ten percent of 
each sale being rebated to the Club.   
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Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER     
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q2 2012    
     

Animal                                                                               Date       New / Update     CHIC #                Reg #                   Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
CA- DM 10yo
CA - Seizures 7yo
FL- Juvenile Cataracts

LONGEVITY REPORT
CA- Possible cancer 14yo
FL- Kidney Failure 14yo 
SC- Possible Brain Tumor 16yo

AKA INU CARA MIA 6/27/2012 NEW 82313 RN19273409 Sharon Walker & Kim Occhiuti

Keep our Aussies Healthy

Complete the 2012 Health Survey!

To complete the survey go to: 
www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html

Please complete a form for EACH of your dogs.
 
If you have any questions please contact: 
Teresa Schreeder/ ATCA Chair of the Health Committee 
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The Australian Terrier Club of America Health Committee is actively working to 
improve the health of our breed on a number of different fronts. 

Participation of members is critical to the success of the projects. Most of you are 
familiar with CHIC (www.caninehealthinfo.org)

CHIC tracks the status of thyroid levels, eye health and stability of patellas in our 
breed. 

The ATCA website also has a Longevity and Health Incident link for Aussie 
owners to fill out on line to help Health keep track of current issues and identify 
future avenues of research. 

The Health Survey is up and running and accessed via (www.offa.org) which gives 
us a global perspective on the breed.   

All these pieces of the health puzzle benefit members, Health Committee and 
puppy buyers.

http://www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html
http://www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html
mailto:pete128%40earthlink.net?subject=pete128%40earthlink.net
www.caninehealthinfo.org
http://www.australianterrier.org/Longevity%20Survey2010.pdf
http://www.australianterrier.org/Healthincident2010.pdf
http://www.offa.org


Health News
2nd Trial
Subject: Recruiting Dogs for Cinical Trial

 We are currently recruiting dogs for an FDA clinical trial.  We are 
hoping that you would be able to pass this information on to any 
interested members of your breed club or also to any regional 
clubs  that you might be affiliated with. 

KinostatTM is a new, experimental aldose reductase inhibitor that 
may prevent the development or progression of diabetic cataracts 
in newly diagnosed diabetic dogs. We are currently recruiting 
eligible dogs for this FDA clinical trial.

 Is Your Dog Eligible for the Clinical Trial?
 Any breed or mixed breed of dogs of any age that has recently 
been diagnosed with diabetes and you are attempting to control 
the diabetes may be eligible if:
•	 Your dog’s lenses appear to be clear (no cortical cataract is 

present)
•	 You are able to give your dog drops in both eyes 3 times a day.
•	 You have the ability to get your dog to one of 4 trial sites for 

eye exams and blood work at periodic intervals (about 6 times 
over a 9 month period). 

 You must have your dog examined by your local veterinarian who 
will then refer your dog to a regional test center.  There, a veteri-
nary ophthalmologist will perform an examination of your dog’s 
eyes.  Both eyes will be dilated and examined with a slit lamp to 
verify that both lenses are clear or that only a few lens vacuoles are 
present. (Vacuoles can only be detected in a dilated eye).  In addi-
tion, the ophthalmologist will examine your dog for the absence of 
other eye diseases.  The veterinary ophthalmologist will have the 
last word in deciding whether your dog is eligible for the study.

TEST CENTERS ARE:
MedVet Medical and Cancer Center for Pets, Worthington, Ohio, Dr. 
Terah Webb   (http://www.medvet-cves.com/)
Southern Eye Clinic for Animals, Tampa, FL, Dr. Dan Wolff   
(http://www.eyevettampa.com/)
Eye care for Animals, Tustin, CA, Dr. Randall Scagliotti. (http://www.
eyecareforanimals.com/locations/california/tustin.html)
 Animal Ophthalmology Clinic, Ltd, Dallas, TX, Dr. Robert Munger 
(http://eyedvm.com/index.html)
Sponsored by National Institutes of Health SBIR Grant, R44 
EY018013-02
For More information, visit us at:
www.therapeuticvision.com
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Kinostat/263152210431179
  
http://www.akcchf.org/research/participation-needed/Clinical-
Trial-for-Experimental-Therapeutic-to-Prevent-Diabetic-Cataracts.
html

Please let me know if you have any questions,
Sincerely,
Karen Blessing
Therapeutic Vision, INC

Aussie owners gathered outside of Petie Schreeder’s and Sue 
Bachmann’s suite during the National Specialty in St. Louis to par-
ticipate in the diabetes blood draw and the CERF exam offered by 
the Health Committee of ATCA.  The atmosphere was most pleas-
ant.  Many enjoyed a glass of California wine (thanks, Thalia!) while 
waiting for eye drops to take effect.  Blood draws for DM data base 
were ably handled at the same time.  

CERF tests were done by a veterinary ophthalmologist, Dr. John-
son.  Assisting in the blood draws for DM were Thalia Rott, Petie 
Schreeder, Sue Bachman, Jeanne Popovits, and new ATCA member 
Kim Floyd.

Because of everyone’s willingness to participate in the DM blood 
draw, our database has increased to 77 dogs.  These are US and 
Canadian dogs and also include nonregistered rescue dogs ,both 
non-diabetic and diabetic.  
 
Participation in the health tests at this year’s National was out-
standing, with 39 dogs taking part in the CERF tests and 23 dogs in 
the blood draw for DM.  The Health Committee acknowledges and 
thanks all of the following people for helping us gather informa-
tion to help assess the health of our Australian Terriers by creating 
a database for diabetes mellitus:  Diane Kroeze, Grace Cartwright, 
Janet Maas, Jeanne Popovits, Julie Seaton, Kevin Cahill, Kim Floyd, 
Marge Reignier, Sheila Dunn, Susan Bentley, and Tracy Nelson.

Updated Health Announcement:

In September the DM pilot study will end. In its place, the ATCA 
website will host a DM database to track blood glucose levels on 
our dogs annually. Please continue to submit the blood glucose 
information to the website.

In a bold, proactive move for health, the ATCA BOD approved an 
$80 rebate per dog, retroactive to December 2010, for the first 100 
dogs that complete their CHIC requirements. Once CHIC sends the 
quarterly report of completed CHIC testing, the money will be sent 
out to the owner/co-owner. 

The Health committee will manage the rebate, so if you have any 
questions please contact by email: 
pete128@earthlink.net

Su
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Clinical Trials
by Jeanne Popovits
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AKC Communications   
-- AKC’s Government Relations--

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) administers 
the federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA). The Animal Welfare Act 
requires certain breeders to provide basic care for dogs bred and 
sold as pets. Currently, “retail pet stores,” which are described as 
those who sell a puppy directly to a final customer for use as a pet, 
are exempted from complying with the Act. Because of this broad 
wording, most small or hobby breeders are currently covered by 
this exemption and do not have to be licensed or regulated by the 
USDA.

This change could impact many individuals. Those most dramati-
cally impacted would likely be the small/hobby breeders who sell 
relatively few dogs. Breeders or others who own more than four 
“breeding females” and sell at least one puppy to a buyer sight 
unseen (including over the internet, by phone, and so on) would 
no longer be exempted from the Animal Welfare Act. As a result, 
they would be required to obtain a federal license as a commercial 
breeder (or “dealer”) and be regulated and inspected according to 
USDA commercial breeding kennel standards.

AKC’S CONCERNS ABOUT THE PROPOSED RULE
The AKC understands and shares the USDA’s concern about un-
scrupulous and potentially substandard puppy sellers. In fact, the 
AKC has for years encouraged puppy buyers to meet the breeders 
of their new pet and to work with them to understand the require-
ments, commitment, and challenges that come with a new puppy. 
Responsible breeders are also dedicated to making sure that 
the puppies they bred enjoy wonderful lives. They are a life-long 
source of information and continuing education on their breeds.

However, the AKC recognizes that when the time comes for a pup-
py to be transferred to its new owners, a meeting at the breeder’s 
premises is not always possible. For example, consider the new 
buyers of a rare breed puppy. Because there are few breeders of 
these breeds and they are often located far away from each other, 
puppy buyers may not be able to personally go to the breeder’s 
facility to get their new puppy. Instead, they may have to turn to 
air shipping as an affordable and more convenient way to get their 
puppy home. In another example, there may be instances where 
a puppy buyer has a long standing preexisting relationship with 
a breeder, knows the parentage and health history of the puppy 
they would like to receive, and has no reservations about obtain-
ing a puppy from the breeder they know to be responsible and 
whom they trust. Cases like these, and others, make the proposed 
rule troublesome.

If adopted in its current form, the proposed rule would have 
many unintended consequences and create unreasonable 
hardships on small/hobby breeders. It would threaten both 
the future of a vast number of small responsible dog breeders, 
and the even very existence of some rare breeds in the United 
States.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PROPOSED  
REGULATORY CHANGES TO THE AWA 

READ AKC’s COMMENTS SENT TO USDA/APHIS 
 REGARDING PROPOSED REGULATORY CHANGES

For More Information Or To Keep Up To Date With What Is 
Going On, Go To: 
http://www.akc.org/governmentrelations/usda_aphis.cfm

In May 2012, the USDA division that is 
responsible for enforcing the Animal 
Welfare Act, the Animal and Plant Health 
and Inspection Service (APHIS), proposed 
a new rule targeting a wide variety of 
breeders. The proposal will take away the 
“retail pet store” exemption that breed-
ers have enjoyed if they sell a pet at retail 
to buyers who do not physically enter the 
breeder’s facilities and personally ob-
serve the animals available for sale.    
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Cleft Lip and/or Palate in Dogs
The Bannasch laboratory in the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of California, 
Davis is conducting a study to identify the genes responsible for cleft lip and/ or cleft palate in 
dogs.  These are common birth defects characterized by the failure of the lip and/or mouth to 
fuse during development. Individuals born with these conditions can have difficulty nursing, 
and as a result, cannot obtain enough nourishment on their own or can develop pneumonia.   As 
a result, puppies are often euthanized following the discovery of cleft lip and/or palate due to 
their special needs and the high costs of caring for them. In order to identify the genes involved 
and to prevent these defects in future generations, our laboratory is in 
need of DNA samples from 

•	 Cleft lip and/or palate affected dogs or puppies
•	 Parents and littermates of cleft lip and/or palate affected dogs

For more information, sample collection, and shipping instructions please contact Zena Wolf at 
ztwolf@ucdavis.edu
Follow us on our facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/CleftInDogs

                    

Please help us in preventing these birth defects!

mailto:ztwolf%40ucdavis.edu?subject=ztwolf%40ucdavis.edu
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CleftInDogs%0D%0D?subject=https%3A//www.facebook.com/CleftInDogs%0D%0D


At this point, Heather thought she’d give Earthdog a try with both 
her Aussies.  Turns out this wasn’t Martha’s thing, but her little guy 
more than made up for that.

Heather explains that Reggie didn’t like the looks of that tunnel at 
first, but was extremely interested in the rat.  Once he made the 
connection between rat and tunnel, he became a natural, pure 
instinct, all business when it came to going to ground.  He sailed 
through all levels of Earthdog and right now is the only Aussie 
to hold the Endurance Earthdog (EE) title, which he earned in 5 
consecutive tests.  He and Heather kept busy in both agility and 
conformation.  “A real working fiend!” is how she describes him.

One snowy day in winter, Reggie and Heather were bored, so 
she started teaching him some basic heelwork.  “Oh boy, Mom!  
Another new game to play!”  So they started doing rally and are 
working on their first title.  Lure coursing?  Sure, why not?  Reggie 
earned his first 2 legs toward a coursing title at our 2012 National 
at Purina Farms.  And let’s tap into that instinct again.  Canine 
Nosework, anyone?  This growing new  canine sport is yet another 
game for Reggie and Heather.

So what’s our canine athlete do in his spare time?  Heather says 
that to keep Reggie at his mental and physical best, he needs 
some kind of exercise every day.  His favorite activity, whatever the 
weather or the season, is to hunt in the woods near their Connecti-
cut home.  Like most of our Aussies, Reggie is very food motivated, 
but his favorite treat for a job well done is Twizzlers.  He and 
Martha are on the welcoming committee at Heather’s veterinary 
practice and love meeting and greeting clients daily.  Reggie has 
an unofficial job as a “nurse dog,” quick to find scrapes and ticks on 
his human and canine family and point them out to Heather or her 
husband, Tony.  But Reggie’s most important job remains being 
the apple of Heather’s eye.

“Everywhere we go, people comment on that fast little red dog.  
My hope is that more and more people come to find that these 
‘grand little dogs’ are just the best,” says Heather. 

The world’s eyes may be on the Olympic medalists, but we who 
live with Aussies celebrate our own 4-footed athletes every day.  
And few display our breed’s versatility and energy as much as GCh 
Merrigang Wild N Crazy Guy EE, AX,  AJ, a/k/a Reggie, owned and 
loved by Heather Rife of East Haven, CT.  If titles were medals, Reg-
gie would need a showcase just for himself!

Like all good tales, Reggie’s story starts off with “Once upon a 
time...”   when a little girl, like many a little girl before her, whee-
dled  her parents into getting her a dog, and young Heather was 
on her way.  One thing led to another and she became a veterinar-
ian.  Dobermans were her choice until she met an Aussie named 
Thunder and fell in love with the breed.  Her own first Aussie was 
Martha (Ch Redwing Its All About Me, TD, MX, MJ), who became 
her hiking buddy, office assistant, and show and performance dog.  

But Martha’s son, Reggie, now 5 years old, is special.

It was an inauspicious start, as Reggie was born dead and Heather 
literally breathed life into him.  He remained the runt of Martha’s 
litter, but was no weakling.   “He was the standout, a self-stacking 
5-week-old with confidence and curiosity.  He also was the most 
independent puppy, off by himself, the one I had to pull out from 
under the deck when it was time for bed.”  Heather worked hard to 
bond with Reggie and started him in classes right away as a puppy.  
Anything that meant one-on-one time with Mom was fine with 
Reggie, so she started showing him at 6 months, finishing owner-
handled at 11 months. “ ‘Mr Independent’ had turned into ‘Mr Let’s 
Go!’ “  Heather relates.  Reggie just wanted to know what the next 
fun thing would be.  Heather thought they’d follow in mother 
Martha’s pawprints and try agility.  Showing a real flair for this new 
game, Reggie quickly earned his novice and open titles.  

Mr Let’s Go!
Krista D

roop©
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Over the years I have heard, “Did you know so-and-so bred Legg-
Calve-Perthes.”  The first thing that I recall is the name of the 
breeder and not necessarily the name of the dogs.  Just recently 
I heard a comment that someone did not want to have anything 
mentioned because of their reputation as a breeder.   

I had to stop and think; was the breeder at fault or was it me?  Have 
I put so much negative pressure on this breeder that they felt that 
they had to hide or disclaim the genetic issue?  

I would like all of us to take a look at ourselves.  We all need to be 
up front about health issues within our breed.  Both breeders and 
owners need to be able to share health information freely without 
fear of chastisement from their peers.  We need to thank those 
who do share information and encourage others to do the same.  
There should be no fear of wondering if others think I am “bad” 
person.  We do not intentionally do “bad” breedings.  We want all 
of the puppies to be healthy and have a great home.

I know breeders that will state what is wrong with a particular 
stud dog before using him.  I know others who mention nothing 
unless something develops and you hear, “Oh, I’ve seen that.”   Or 
have you heard, “I’ve never seen that!  The owner must have done 
something.”  To help ensure the health of the Aussies, I believe we 
all need to be up front and state whatever we know about the 
Aussie’s health.  We breeders need to accept that what we have 
bred could be flawed.  We all need to work to avoid genetically 
related health issues and discuss these issues openly without 
recrimination from others.

I currently have a dog, Parson Brown, that has lymphangiectasia, 
and we know that the sire also has this.  These 2 dogs cannot be 
the only Aussies with this condition.  Hopefully others will come 
forward and maybe we can get a handle on this before it becomes 
as serious as it has in Wheatens, Papillons, and Yorkshire Terriers.

Lymphangiectasia is a pathologic dilation of lymph vessels. When 
it occurs in the intestines of dogs, it causes a condition called intes-
tinal lymphangiectasia. This disease is characterized by lymphatic 
vessel dilation, chronic diarrhea, and loss of proteins, such as 
serum albumin and globulin. It is considered to be a chronic form 
of protein-losing enteropathy.

Breeds commonly affected by lymphangiectasia and/or protein-
losing enteropathy include Papillons, Soft-Coated Wheaten Terri-
ers, Norwegian Lundehunds, Basenjis, and Yorkshire Terriers.

Parson Brown, who always gobbled his food, starting leaving some 
kibble in his food dish.  We went to a vet, a 3-hour round trip, on a 
Tuesday, where they did an exam and did not find anything wrong 
with Parson. On Saturday, I took him to a local vet and asked for 
blood work to be done, as he was still off again/on again with his 
food and the diarrhea had begun.  That vet ran blood work but 
once again, did not see anything physically wrong with Parson.   
On Sunday, I had to go to a club’s trailer and when I arrived about 2 
hours later, Parson had thrown up in his crate (never, never had he 
done that).  Another hour later I was at Sue’s and she requested me

to take a look at Par-
son.  Now when Par-
son came out of the 
crate, he looked like 
a pot-bellied pig.  His 
stomach was distend-
ed and looked like he 
had a dozen puppies 
in him.  I stopped at 
an emergency vet on 
the way home and 
at 2 that afternoon, I 
thought I would never 
see Parson alive again.

My first thought was 
congestive heart 
failure.  The emer-
gency vet did more 
blood work and thank 

goodness, this practice has one of the country’s top internists.  The 
diagnosis was lymphangiectasia and I was told that Parson had 3 
to 6 months to live..

Since then have contacted Soft-Coated Wheaten Health, where I 
learned they have been working with a genetic expert (Meryl 
Littman of University of Pennsylvania) for several years.  In mid 
May, a marker was discovered.  The form of this disease that they 
see is slightly different and manageable.  Teresa Schreeder and 
Thalia Rott have also contacted her and we are trying to give them 
all information we can.  Stormy, Thalia Rott’s Aussie, was diag-
nosed with lymphangiectasia when he was a little over 7 years old.  
Stormy is my Parson Brown’s sire, and Parson was also diagnosed 
with this at a little over 7 years of age.  When Stormy was diag-
nosed, the thought was that it might be passed on or it might not.  
In Parson’s litter of 5, Parson is the only one with this diagnosis.  
The owners of his littermates have been contacted.

 Data on Parson:
March 4:  weight 24 pounds, backbone visible – turns out about 5 
pounds of fluid.  Albumin 1.2 (should be above 3)  
March 5:  weight 22 pounds, albumin 0.8
March 7:  weight 19.6 pounds; most of the fluids were removed.  
Normal weight for Parson is about 23 pounds. Albumin 1.5 and he 
was released from the vet hospital
March 20:  weight starting to come back up at 20.56 pounds and 
albumin 2.8
April 9:  weight still climbing, up to 21.2 pounds; albumin 3.2
Course of Treatment:  He was on 10 mg prednisone, Flagyl, 4 egg 
whites and low-fat dry food (absolutely nothing else, not even a 
Nylabone). As his weight increased and the albumin increased, 
the pred was reduced.  As of 8/1/12, pred has totally been discon-
tinued.  The egg whites were discontinued in June.  His weight 
still continues to increase and he is now at 23.4 pounds.  In mid-
August, more blood work will be done to determine if we can 
continue without pred.  There is no cure.  He is a little overweight 
now but the vet wants to keep him a little heavy.

A word that can send chills up your spine.......
   lymphangiectasiaby Darlene Evans
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 The decision to breed dogs brings with it a host of responsibilities. 
Responsible dog breeders properly house, feed, and care for their 
dogs. They provide proper socialization for their puppies, and go 
to great lengths to screen perspective buyers, and place their pup-
pies in good homes. Responsible dog breeders do not allow their 
dogs to end up in rescue organizations, they maintain a lifelong 
commitment to the animal. The list goes on, these are but a few 
of the responsibilities that separate the serious, responsible dog 
breeder from “backyard” breeders and commercial operations.

Another area of responsibility assumed by the dedicated breeder 
is a commitment to health issues. This commitment to overall ca-
nine health goes beyond providing puppies with their first shots. 
It goes beyond a concern of keeping the puppy well until the war-
ranty after the sale has expired. While no one, commercial breed-
ers included, wants to produce puppies that are deaf, go blind, 
seize, or are lame, the actions taken up front to minimize inherited 
diseases help define what makes a person a serious, dedicated, 
and responsible breeder.

Conformation traits, working ability, and temperament are routine-
ly factored into the selection criteria leading to a particular breed-
ing. Health concerns need to play a similar role in these decisions. 
The prioritization and balance of these selection criteria contribute 
to making dog breeding an art, not a science. However, even as an 
art form, there is a scientific component. Often, the most success-
ful breeders are those who have been working with a long line of 
particular dogs. They have personal knowledge of generations of 
dogs within the pedigree. They have experienced first hand the 
dominant traits, both positive and negative, which certain dogs 
carry. In short, they have data; information, which allows them to 
make more informed breeding decisions.

The role of canine health databases is to apply the same concept 
of knowledge to health related issues. They capture health infor-
mation on individual animals and allow breeders to make more 
informed breeding decisions by including health concerns in their 
mix of selection criteria.

In recent years, a number of DNA tests for specific diseases have 
been developed. These tests remain the “gold standard” since 
actual genotypic information is derived. Test results, their submis-
sion into a health database, and the applied use of the database 
can have significant results in reducing the prevalence of a disease. 
PRA in Irish Setters is an outstanding example. For years the Irish 
Setter Genetic Registry maintained statistics on test matings in or-
der to identify carriers of the disease and eliminate them from the 
breeding pool. Their data assisted researchers in identifying the 
actual disease causing mutation and ultimately led to the develop-
ment of a DNA test for PRA in the breed. As a result, testing along 
with applied use of the database has greatly improved the health 
of the breed.

Unfortunately, most inherited traits, including inherited diseases, 
are probably polygenic. They have a complex mode of inheritance 
influenced by multiple gene pairs. To date, no DNA tests have 
been developed to identify the specific combination of mutant 
genes responsible for any polygenic disorders. Therefore, deci-
sions regarding a dog’s suitability for breeding purposes rely on 
phenotypic evaluations. The complexity of polygenic traits results 
in a wide range of expression, from least to most desirable. It is the 
reason why two dogs of ideal conformation may produce offspring 
less than ideal, and the reason why the mating of two dogs that 
are phenotypically normal for a disease may produce affected 
offspring.

When dealing with genetic unknowns, it is difficult to control the 
incidence of a polygenic disease. Phenotypic evaluations allow us 
to make assumptions on the dog’s genetic makeup. However, too 
often, breeding decisions are based purely on the potential sire 
and dam’s traits. Although progress towards a desired outcome 
can be achieved in this method, it will almost certainly be slow 
and result in surprises along the way. This is where health data-
bases can play a significant role. As the database is populated, 
incorporating information not only on the parent’s phenotype 
into the breeding decision, but phenotypic information from close 
relatives such as siblings, half siblings, aunts, uncles, grand-sires, 
and grand-dams becomes possible. This allows breeders to make a 
more accurate assumption regarding the potential sire and dam’s 
genotype, and allows them to apply greater selective pressure to 
produce desired and avoid undesirable traits.

At the heart of the OFA’s quest to assist breeders in lowering the 
incidence of genetic diseases are the OFA databases. When the 
OFA was formed in 1966, one of its main objectives was to “advise, 
encourage, and establish control programs to lower the incidence 
of orthopedic and genetic diseases.”  This objective remains firmly
in place today. The databases of the OFA give breeders access to

by Eddie Dziuk       
               Courtesy of the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals

The OFA 
            and the Role of 
Canine Health Databases
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the health screening results of hundreds of thousands of dogs, al-
lowing them to increase the selective pressure to produce healthy 
dogs free of inherited diseases.

The OFA’s original interest was hip dysplasia. This continues to be 
a major focus of the organization today. However, in recent years, 
scientific advances and the enhanced ability to diagnose heri-
table diseases have led to the development of several additional 
databases. These include databases for elbow dysplasia, congeni-
tal cardiac disease, autoimmune thyroiditis, patellar luxation, a 
number of databases based on breed specific DNA tests, and the 
most recent additions, Legg-Calve-Perthes (LCP) and Sebaceous 
Adenitis (SA).

The hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, and Legg-Calve-Perthes 
databases are based on radiographic evaluations. Since radio-
graphic interpretation and application of diagnostic criteria can 
differ among veterinarians, the OFA offers a solution by providing 
experienced, consistently applied, specialist interpretation. The 
OFA maintains a pool of approximately twenty-five independent, 
consulting radiologists. Each is a board-certified Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary Radiology. For hips and elbows, 
three randomly selected radiologists from the pool evaluate 
each radiograph. Hip joint conformation is assigned one of seven 
phenotypes: Excellent, Good, Fair, Borderline, Mild, Moderate, and 
Severe. Elbow conformation is graded as Normal, or Grade I, II, or III 
Dysplasia. The final OFA grade is based on a consensus of the three 
independent opinions.

The remaining OFA databases differ in that the actual evaluation 
is performed by a source outside the OFA. For the patellar luxa-
tion and congenital cardiac databases, an attending veterinarian 
performs the evaluation. The veterinarian must have the advanced 
training necessary to perform an accurate diagnosis, and the OFA 
highly recommends that board certified specialists perform these 
examinations. For the thyroid database, the evaluation is based 
on laboratory assay performed at one of seven approved OFA 
labs. The SA database is based on skin punch biopsies evaluated 
by approved dermapathologists. And finally, the DNA databases 
are based on results from specific laboratories licensed to perform 
the tests. The OFA’s function with these soft tissue databases is 
to develop consistent diagnostic test protocols with veterinary 
experts, and offer breeders the databases in which to register the 
test results.

The common thread among all the databases remains the OFA’s 
original objective to establish control programs to lower the inci-
dence of genetic diseases. However, to be a useful tool, breeders 
and owners must acknowledge the value of such databases, and 
embrace the submission of data. With over 800,000 studies on file, 
the OFA has the world’s largest data bank on canine hip evalua-
tions. Most breeders who contribute to the data and use the 

the database in their selection criteria have seen improvements in 
the health of their dogs. Although some information is better than 
none, for the newer databases breeders and owners must remem-
ber that it may take years for the database to become populated 
with enough information to allow the type of in depth pedigree 
research that is the goal of the databases.

The last few years have seen a great deal of focus and criticism 
on the practices of commercial breeders. Within the fancy we 
are quick to differentiate ourselves, calling ourselves responsible 
breeders striving to preserve and improve the breed. However, the 
term responsible breeder is one that is earned, not assigned based 
on number of litters bred, or mere participation in AKC events. 
Complacency over health issues, especially when in pursuit of the 
blue ribbon, equates to irresponsibility. As responsible breed-
ers, we must recognize health issues where they exist, educate 
ourselves on the issues, and incorporate health issues into our 
breeding selection criteria with a specific goal of reducing inher-
ited disease. In addition to the OFA, canine health databases are 
maintained by CERF, PennHIP, parent clubs, and by several leading 
research institutions and universities. All breeders are urged to 
breed responsibly and use these tools for the improved genetic 
health of our purebred dogs.

Reprinted with permission 2012 
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals
www.offa.org
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The Talkabout Investigates: 

We can insure so many things these days—not just our homes 
and cars and lives—that insurance on our pets no longer seems 
farfetched.  Insurance makes as much sense for our dogs as for 
ourselves.  Just like us, pets need health care, and just like us, their 
needs can range from simple yearly wellness exams to the latest 
high-tech tests and procedures.  Canine cancer treatments similar 
to those for humans, dental and eye procedures, and orthopedic 
surgeries followed by rehab and physical therapy are becoming 
more common.  Veterinary medicine has become as sophisticated 
and specialized as human medicine.  And more and more pet own-
ers turn to specialty practitioners when those options are needed.

But just as with human medicine, the price of this new canine 
medical model isn’t cheap.  Enter pet insurance, which actually has 
been around for over 30 years.  

Veterinary Pet Insurance (VPI) was founded in 1980 and, accord-
ing to the company’s Web site, claims a number of “firsts,” includ-
ing:   the first U.S. company to offer pet insurance;  the first to offer 
policies nationwide; the first to expand their coverage to include 
routine care; and the first to insure over a million animals.  They, 
along with others, now offer insurance products to employers as 
an added benefit to employees, underscoring just how big a role 
our pets play in our lives these days.  

It’s hard to stroll through these insurance Web sites and not be im-
pressed.  There is lots of information and personalized quotes can 
be had in seconds.  There are multiple levels of care and some offer 
customized plans to suit your dog’s needs and your preferences.

But is it even necessary to have pet insurance?  

I took an informal poll among dog-owning friends and turned up 
only 2 who have pet insurance.  The first friend lost a dog to cancer 
at an advanced age, but his life was lengthened and his remaining 
time greatly enhanced by chemotherapy.  With that in mind, when 
she got her next dog, she took out insurance right away.  She 
reasons that if anything major happens, having insurance will be a 
factor in what and how to treat.  

The second friend took out insurance on her Westie before he 
turned 8 to take advantage of less costly premiums for younger 
animals.  She was an easy sell.  “Many of us cry at the mere thought 
of having to make a decision based on whether or not we have the 
ability to pay. Pet insurance companies know this and build their 
business on tugging at our emotional heartstrings. Believe me, it 
didn’t take much,” she explains.  Her plan doesn’t pay for regular 
visits or pre-existing conditions, only catastrophic occurrences and 
only up to a point. When she got a second Westie and considered 
adding him to the policy, she, too, took a casual survey of other 
dog owners and even her vet, and her results mirrored mine.  Very 
few had it or would even consider it.  Her vet offered no opinion 
pro or con, but did comment that “it’s been a hassle at times” for 
clients to get reimbursement from some companies, even when 
it was obvious that payment was due.  Her older Westie is now al-
most 13, still healthy and still enjoying agility, and my friend plans 
to drop his coverage at renewal time this year.  

The two vets we interviewed elsewhere in this issue had fairly 
neutral opinions on insurance as well (see Voices of Vets, p. 48), but 
pointed out that owners should research coverage thoroughly 
before buying and that it might save an owner money when ex-
pensive care is needed.

Some people I spoke with reasoned that anyone willing to pay 
regular premiums might do just as well to open a savings account 
and put that much or more aside each month, giving themselves a 
cushion against severe injury or illness.  It’s a great idea in theory, 
but it does take a lot of discipline.

This is starting to get complicated!  How might we decide whether 
or not to buy pet insurance?

The first question you might ask yourself is how you use veterinary 
care.  Do your dogs get routine yearly checkups?  What about vac-
cinations or other “routine” issues, such as parasites or heartworm?  
Look for a plan that covers wellness visits.  Suppose you prefer less 
conventional modalities, whether as a primary or adjunct means 
of care. What, if any, provisions are there for reimbursement for 
complementary and alternative therapies, such as acupuncture or 
homeopathy?  And must these providers be licensed veterinarians 
for your claim to be considered?

Think about your philosophy on major illness or trauma, where 
there is a wide variety of thoughts, feelings, and answers.  What if 
your dog developed a life-threatening illness or a terminal condi-
tion like cancer, or suffered a trauma?  Would you euthanize and 
spare him and you the suffering?  Would you do any- and every-
thing to save your pet?  Or would you make him comfortable and 
let Nature take its course?  Your response to this one might help 
you decide types of conditions to cover. 

The Pros & Cons of Pet Insurance

Fred Bittner©
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Another point to consider is what you do with your dog.  We who 
do performance sports know that the possibility of injury is higher 
for our dogs, so I would look for a carrier that offered the best 
coverage for these procedures.  If you breed your dog, look for 
coverage for diagnostic procedures and major operations.  No one 
likes to think about C-sections, but they happen. 

For purposes of this article, I compared 4 carriers:  Embrace; Pet 
Assure; VPI; and the AKC’s Pet Healthcare Plan.  Quotes were ob-
tained for my 5-year-old spayed Aussie bitch who does agility and 
at this point needs only routine care, and the deductible used was 
$500.  Even though this seems like comparing apples to apples, it 
still turned up a range of possibilities.  Here’s what I would get for 
my money. 

                                Embrace: Price per month:  $21.55 for the “Budget” 
plan.

                                A discount is offered if you are active-duty 
military; your dog is spayed/neutered; you pay 
your premium yearly rather than monthly; or you 

insure multiple pets (5% for each one that applies--that adds up!).  
Any practitioner is allowed, so no need to switch vets.  The an-
nual maximum payout is $5000.  What got my attention was that 
treatment for “illnesses” also includes acupuncture, chiropractic, 
and physical therapy, all modalities that I would definitely use.  If 
what’s offered doesn’t suit, you can personalize your plan.  I added 
on prescription coverage, basic Wellness Rewards for routine care 
(no waiting period), 80% reimbursement of my costs, and a higher 
yearly payout.  This put my monthly premium up to almost $45/
month.   There are some interesting options here.  Kudos go to 
whoever designed the Web site for clarity of information and ease 
of navigation.  
Spend some time at www.embracepetinsurance.com and learn 
more.

Veterinary Pet Insurance (VPI): Price per month:  
$27.36 for the Comprehensive plan, with better coverage 
for injuries such as ACL surgery; $21.27 for the Economi-
cal plan.
Their online questionnaire was very easy to use and 
returned two quotes as well as a helpful side-by-side 
comparison chart and a detailed FAQ section.   You can 

go to the vet of your choice and multiple pet discounts are offered.  
Both plans cover “accidents”--animal attacks, broken bones, and 
near-drowning, among others--and “illnesses,” including cancer, 
pancreatitis, and thyroid conditions.   After being enrolled for a 
year, certain hereditary conditions are covered, among them von 
Willebrand’s disease and subluxating patella.  For an additional 
fee, you can add on CareGuard coverage, which defrays the cost 
of routine care such as twice-yearly wellness exams, blood work, 
spay/neuter, and vaccinations or titers, all according to a fixed 
schedule.  And there are literally hundreds of reviews and com-
ments by people with insured pets so you can learn from  others’ 
experiences.  
Check them out at www.petinsurance.com  

AKC Pet Healthcare Plan: Price per 
month:  $23.75 to $159.75
This site was probably the most 
annoying and confusing of the ones I 

looked at.  All the information was there, but where to look wasn’t 
immediately evident.  A spectrum of 5 different plans is offered 
with various levels of coverage for accidents, illness, and wellness.  
Payouts are capped per incidence as well as per policy.  Payment 
can be made monthly or annually, and after some digging I found 
that insuring multiple pets would give me a 5% discount.  I had 
to get my quote first before I could compare what each plan paid 
for.  There’s a FAQ section, but it’s not as easy to find or as informa-
tive as on other sites, and while there is a comparison chart about 
“their” plans versus others, it’s not very specific, as they don’t name 
names.  On the plus side, the levels of coverage were impressive 
and some of the contingencies were well thought out.  For exam-
ple, if I were hospitalized for more than 48 hours and no one was 
at home to care for my dog, emergency boarding would be paid 
for.  On the minus side, coverage for wellness visits and preventive 
medicine, i.e., annual checkups, heartworm and parasites, etc., is 
only available at the higher end of the premium range.  It was also 
interesting to note that while the basic plan covers dogs of any 
age, the other 4 plans offer new coverage only for dogs 9 years of 
age or younger.  They state unequivocally that pre-existing condi-
tions are not covered and that prices will vary according to loca-
tion.  But a really friendly feature was the 60-day free trial.  Owners 
of dogs that are newly registered with the AKC are invited to try a 
complimentary 60-day healthcare plan.  This includes medications, 
diagnostic procedures like X-rays and MRIs, emergency visits, and 
specialist visits, among other items.   It’s noted, but not detailed, 
that this complimentary plan is “not available in all states,” but I 
was unable to find anywhere on the Web site just which states 
were or were not included.  Their operators must be very busy 
answering questions.  
See if you have any by visiting them at:  
www.akcpethealthcare.com
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7.  What premium can you comfortably and realistically pay, and 
what deductible amount is right for you?  Think about the yearly 
cost versus the money you might save.  Multiply the monthly pre-
mium by 12, add in the deductible, and ask yourself honestly if you 
could put aside that much a year in savings, plus something extra 
for emergencies.

8.  Talk it over with your vet and the staff.  What experience do they 
have with insurance companies?  Will they help you fill out claim 
forms?  Will they support you in the event your claim is denied? 
And will you yourself go the extra mile to follow up on your claim?  

9.  Are you restricted to using certain practices, or can you go to 
the vet or specialty practice of your choice?

10.  Are there monetary limits on coverage and how are they 
applied--per incident, per year, over the lifetime of the animal?  

11.  Many of us think that dogs are better in multiples.  What kind 
of multi-pet discounts are offered?

There are also several useful sites for comparing different carriers; 
3 are listed below.  Again, do your homework!  Not all sites are 
unbiased and not all criteria are the same.  Happy shopping!

http://pet-insurance.findthebest.com

http://www.petinsurancecomparison.org

http://www.petinsurancereview.com

Purina Care:  Price per month:  $12.50 
(“accident coverage only”) to $48.09 
depending on level of care selected.
What stood out in my mind here 

was the number of things not covered, rather than the number of 
things that are.  No conditions relating to breeding or fertility; no 
supplements or food, even if prescribed by a vet; no alternative 
or complementary care unless performed by a vet; and all pre-
existing conditions.  What I found confusing was that they cover 
“hereditary conditions,” but not “pre-existing” ones--aren’t those 
the same thing sometimes?  Of the 3 policies offered, the higher-
end ones offer coverage for surgeries, prescription medications, 
accidents, illnesses and hospitalizations, and the very highest also 
covers wellness and preventive care including annual exams and 
routine dental scaling and polishing.  The preventive care op-
tions also cover spay/neuter and vaccinations, and a yearly exam 
with blood work and a fecal.  This statement managed to be both 
reassuring and cryptic at the same time:  “If your pet were to ever 
encounter an ongoing, chronic condition, coverage continues 
year to year and there is no lifetime limit.”  But that doesn’t explain 
what they consider a “chronic condition.”  The site does feature 
a simple yes/no comparison list where you can pick and choose 
your preferred options against other carriers and see how Purina 
Care stacks up.  Still, I think I’d have a lot of questions to ask their 
friendly telephone counselors. 
See if you agree--check them out at www.purinacare.com

After all that window shopping, I’m exhausted.  Someone fetch me 
a tall gin and tonic with a twist, light on the tonic please!

In summary, I can only reiterate what our vets have said:  Do your 
homework.  Take the time to visit these and other Web sites and 
make notes and ask questions.

In no particular order, here are some points to ponder while re-
searching pet insurance:

1.  Is there a waiting period before coverage begins, and if so, how 
long?

2.  How are “pre-existing conditions” defined?  Are any of these 
breed-specific?

3.  What limits are there on coverage and what are the details?  Are 
the limits linked to age or breed? 

4.  How will coverage and premiums change as your pet ages?

5.  Do the rates go up if you file a claim?  Likewise, if your pet 
remains healthy, will your premiums stay low?

6.  What is the claims procedure and how long do they say it takes 
to get reimbursement?
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FOCUS ON DIABETES
EDUCATION DAY AT THE AUTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA

NATIONAL SPECIALTY
PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA
WEDNESDAY, 2 JANUARY 2013

Our featured speaker will be Thomas K. Graves, DVM, PhD, DACVIM, who is director of the Chicago Center for 
Veterinary Medicine and Professor of Internal Medicine, Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine, Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. Graves earned his DVM at Cornell University and his MS and PhD de-
grees at the University of Rochester. He is an expert in small animal endocrinology and metabolism, obesity 
and geriatric medicine. He has previously bred Pekingese and continues to judge them. He shares his home 
with four Pekingese, two Chihauhuas, two cats and a bulldog.

In an attempt at what is called in medical education “needs assessment,” I would like to invite ATCA members 
to submit to me those questions or concerns that they have about diabetes. I will collate the questions and 
submit them to Dr. Graves so that he can address these issues in his presentation. Since our recent health 
survey revealed that diabetes remains the number one health concern of our members, there should be 
plenty of questions.

As a physician who specializes in a field of preventive medicine, I tend to view the issues within a framework 
which ranges from preventing the disease itself to the prevention of impairment, disability or dependency 
resulting from that disease, once it has manifested itself.

With regard to primary prevention of diabetes, understanding the genetic basis of diabetes in dogs as well 
as the patterns of inheritance, insofar as they are understood, would be helpful to breeders in planning their 
breeding programs. In this regard, simple avoidance of any dog with diabetes somewhere in its pedigree 
might unduly narrow the gene pool, already quite limited in our breed, and thus compound the problem.

With regard to the secondary prevention of diabetes, issues of screening are relevant. Is it productive to 
screen otherwise healthy dogs through blood glucose determinations? Are there other screening tests in 
dogs, comparable to hemoglobin A1C levels in humans, which might be more informative? Can such sec-
ondary preventive measures as weight control and exercise prevent a genetically susceptible dog from 
progressing to clinical diabetes?

With regard to tertiary prevention, how is diabetes in dogs most effectively managed? Do diabetic dogs 
always become blind? What types of urine or blood tests are most helpful in regulating insulin dosage? What 
are “best practices” in caring for a diabetic dog?

This is a framework for thinking about the problem, but I would like to know what you want to learn more 
about. Please e-mail me at wchrist367@aol.com

Bill Christensen, MD, MPH

mailto:wchrist367%40aol.com%0D?subject=wchrist367%40aol.com%0D


The Adventures of Tilda
Is This Tilda Proof? Maybe. . .

Tilda was being a good girl, waiting in her crate to get up for the 
day. I was lying in bed next to her, getting ready to start the day 
too when I heard a weird noise coming from her crate.  It sounded 
like she was chewing or pulling on something. I let it go on, still 
resting. When I got up to let her out, I realized what all that chew-
ing and pulling was about. She had ripped up her rope toy, the 
kind with a knot on each end and a rubber piece in the middle. 
It was one of her puppy toys, and it was a bit of a surprise to find 
this toy destroyed. This had never happened before. I made sure 
she had a toy in her crate at bedtime so she had something to play 
with. . . and play she did that morning. This was just one of many 
toys that would be ripped up, destroyed, and thrown out. 

Tilda is my very first dog. When I was just a little kid, I liked dogs, 
but as I got older for some reason I became afraid of them.  I 
overcame my fear somewhere between 10 and 12 years old, and 
I’m so glad I’m not scared any more! For years our family had 
talked about getting a dog, but it never happened. We got Tilda 3 
years ago, when I was 14. First we went to meet a litter of Minia-
ture Schnauzers. We came very close to getting one, but , but the 
breeder seemed questionable. We didn’t know much about Aus-
tralian Terriers then.  All we knew was what books and websites 
said about them, and we thought they looked like fun little dogs. 
We wanted a small, non-shedding dog, but one with energy, not a 
dog that would choose to sleep on a lap rather than play. We had 
gotten in touch with a breeder previously, and it so happened that 
she contacted us while we were looking and said she might have a 
puppy for us.  So we drove out to meet Tilda and her family. What 
a fun time! We decided then that an Australian Terrier was the 
dog for us. Two days after meeting Tilda, we brought her home, a 
14-week-old puppy. It took a few days to come up with a name, 
but “Tilda” fits her perfectly. When I think about the other names 
we had considered, they just didn’t suit her. 

From the start, Tilda was a good girl. She rarely chewed or de-
stroyed anything that wasn’t hers. She had a love for the stuffed 
animals that were under my bed and I will admit I let her get away 
with it—just a little. She’d pull out a stuffed animal from under my 
bed and run into the living room to play with it. She has outgrown 
that, but she still loves her own “stuffed animals.” I like getting her 
the stuffing- and squeaker-filled dog toys on purpose. Her Terrier 
instinct really shows up with these toys—the drive to get it, kill 
it, and rip it up. Sometimes she will finish one off in less than a 
week, but others hang around for a month or so before she really 
gets into them. It depends on the toy. And yes, I know they make 
toys that aren’t filled with stuffing for this very reason. But that 
wouldn’t be any fun to get Tilda unstuffed toys all the time, as she 
likes to destuff the toys herself.

The very first toy Tilda ever ripped up was a little fox. It was also 
the very first toy we got her, so it had some sentimental value. 
But of course, that was the toy that she decided needed to leave 
the “pack” first. Since this was the first time it happened, we really 
didn’t know what she was doing. She was busy in her toy basket, 
which is in the kitchen, doing something, but we weren’t sure 
what she was up to. Suddenly, Tilda ran off into the living room. 
She seemed to have something in her month. . . Might that be a 
squeaker? Why, yes, it was! We took it away from her right then, as 
a slippery squeaker is dangerous for a puppy. We were surprised 
that Tilda would rip a toy apart and pull out the squeaker. We also 
learned that we needed to be careful about which toys she could 
have when we weren’t around.

by Allison Fiste
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The Adventures of Tilda
Since Tilda was a new member of the family, she got some 
welcoming gifts. Lambie was one of them; a little lamb with a 
squeaker. Lambie came with Velcro on the tummy and a replace-
ment squeaker so we could change it when the original wore out. 
Lambie hadn’t been completely destroyed yet. So, did Tilda rip 
open Lambie by way of the Velcro? Nope, she went right alongside 
the Velcro. There are 2 big rips along both sides of the Velcro, but 
to this day, it still holds together; it just hangs loose because of 
the rips. There’s also a rip on Lambie’s back, not to mention that 
the squeaker is gone and so is Lambie’s little smile. But Lambie is a 
toy Tilda still plays with, even though it’s not a toy that is in good 
shape by any means.  One of our games is “find Lambie.” Tilda gets 
put in my room, I hide Lambie, go back to my room, open the door 
and say “Find Lambie,” and Tilda gets all wound up and finds it. It’s 
fun to play and is good exercise for her mind.

When Tilda was 6 months old, we took a vacation and she got 
to come along. What a good girl, being only 6 months old and 
not having a single accident where we were staying! While we 
were away, we went to a pet store and picked up a ducky toy that 
quacked. We paid about $5 for a toy that didn’t last very long. 
I guess that’s what happens when you buy toys on vacation. 
Ducky’s head got ripped open and the little thing that quacked 
got pulled out. We still have him and he’s just one of the herd.

Some other toys that were definitely not Tilda-proof toys include 
Mr. Hum De-Dum (I’m not going into detail with that name), which 
was an Easter gift. That toy got ripped up SO BAD! This one also 
had a quacker, which of course came out in the process of get-
ting ripped up, or maybe that’s why Tilda wanted to destroy it—to 
pull out that quacker. If that was the only reason, she really went 
overboard with it, taking it to a whole different level with this toy. 
We still have this toy, which is a bad thing. He should have been 
thrown in the trash a long time ago. (If you haven’t noticed, I have 
a hard time parting with some of Tilda’s toys.  Naming them prob-
ably doesn’t help with getting rid of them either.) 

Another was Mr. R. This one was simple: Mr. R was a Raccoon 
(that’s where the “R” came from) and was bought simply because 
we wanted to get Tilda a new toy. She pulled out the stuffing and 
squeaker, and eventually he lost his head. Enough said, you get the 
point—a toy that is no longer. 

Tilda has collected some of her toys from agility trials; I didn’t buy 
her every single toy she has ripped up. Some events offer toys 
for any dog entered and some only to dogs that get placements. 
Events that have dog toys make trialing extra fun! 

At Tilda’s first agility fun match about 2 years ago, she did well 
enough to get 
either a treat 
or a toy, our 
choice. So of 
course I had to 
go with the toy. 
They’re so much 
fun and besides, 
they were 
geckos and 
were very color-
ful. I love color; 
even my fish is 
a beautiful red. 
So I picked out a 
blue gecko that 

ended up with the name Blue. Here, Tilda showed us some differ-
ent techniques for destroying toys.

One is to strip the plush from the toy and reveal the netting under-
neath.  That wasn’t all.  Blue also had a nice sized hole added, along 
with one squeaker getting pulled out and another squeaker that 
doesn’t work.

Very few toys meet Tilda-proof standards. If the toy hasn’t been 
thrown into the garbage, that doesn’t make it Tilda proof; it just 
means the toy isn’t in too bad of a shape and Tilda can still play 
with it. Or it might mean that I just can’t part with that cute little 
toy. 

Poor Lambie
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The Adventures of Tilda
With the candy corn toy, Tilda did some of her best “work.” We got 
first place at a fall trial, and I thought the candy corn toy looked 
very festive and fun. Fun it was for Tilda, indeed.  It wasn’t Tilda 
proof by any means, so into the garbage it went after just a few 
days. I will admit, I didn’t think it was going to be Tilda proof. But 
you have to have some fun and that’s why I pick out non-Tilda-
proof toys, because she enjoys them.

At another trial, I gave Tilda the moon—a  green stuffed moon 
with a squeaker. Does it surprise you that the Moon is partially de-
stroyed and is another toy that didn’t stand up to Tilda’s standards? 

The hot dog toy didn’t have a very happy life. It was all in one 
piece—the the top of the bun, the hot dog, and the bottom of 
the bun. It’s now in three pieces. At least Tilda didn’t think it was 
a sandwich and eat it! She has always been very good about not 
eating her toys or pieces of them. She destroys and walks away, 
leaving the mess for me to clean up. Oh well. It’s easy clean-up and 
I’d rather pick it up than have her eat it. 

Later in the fall of 2010, we did two more agility trials. When we 
qualified in Jumpers with Weaves with a second place. I picked 
out Baa Baa, a green lamb that ended up with a big rip down the 
back and a smaller hole near the back leg. That also included the 
squeaker and stuffing coming out. I don’t think any more explana-
tion is needed.

Tilda’s agility career has added many toys to the herd.  Most of 
them were not Tilda proof.  Here are a few:

Mr. Quack, a duck. Alas, we no longer have him due to Tilda’s 
handiwork; big rips, stuffing and squeaker loss. 

Oranges, an orange gecko just like Blue, came from the trial where 
we earned our Open Agility title.  Now we’re just 2 short of owning 
the whole gecko family! Tilda still likes to play with Oranges to this 
day. He’s ripped up and only has 1 squeaker instead of 2, and has 
lost some stuffing. 

Candy Corn - Before

Candy Corn - After
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There are some toys that are Tilda proof, but they are not as fun 
to play with or to write about as the non-Tilda-proof toys. These 
include round rubber rings, a big red rubber ball, rope toys, 
leather, etc. But you never know. She probably could put some of 
them in worse shape than they are now if she really wanted to. She 
did destroy some as a puppy, such as the rope toy that she 
chewed up in her crate that morning.  She also 
demolished a squeaky rubber doughnut. 
But for the most part, toys like 
that hang around for 
a while. 
Now, it would be 
just wrong of me 
to not say a word 
about one of 
Tilda’s most 
prized toys—
her fetchin’ 
ball. 

This old ripped-up tennis 
ball is her pride and joy. 
There are parts of the ball 
that don’t have any fuzz 
left on it and the green re-
ally should be called “dirty 
green.” Tilda loves that old 
ball. She always grabs that 
very ball when we go out 
to play fetch, and some-
times when we aren’t go-

ing to play fetch. When we brought her home as a little pup, Tilda 
didn’t know how to play fetch. But we worked hard on teaching 
her and now it’s one 
of her favorite games 
to play. We wanted a 
dog that played fetch 
and we got it! In fact, 
we created a fetch-
ing monster! I love 
Tilda’s fetch drive; it 
works wonderfully as a 
reward when training 
and is just a fun thing 
to do with her. And 
actually, I really do like 
Tilda’s drive to rip and 
destroy, just as a Terrier 
should. 

Tilda once received a toy via the mail. It was a present from her 
breeder, a toy for Tilda to test out. That was a big surprise! It was 
an unstuffed snake toy with 3 large, loud squeakers. We named 
him Uncle Stripes. Tilda really liked the toy, but before she could 
play with it, she had to sniff it down. I’m sure she could smell her 
relatives on it. Uncle Stripes is still around, but with a squeaker 
missing, another that doesn’t work, and another that only works 
sometimes. He still has his rattler, though. Tilda has yet to kill a live 
snake. I really dislike live snakes. There’s just something about the 
way they move around without any legs, yuck! I don’t know that I 
really want to see Tilda get hold of a live one. And I definitely don’t 
want to see Tilda find the “seam” of a live snake. 

The Adventures of Tilda
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In mid May, Sugar, Sydney, and I took off for the United Kennel 
Club shows in Cedar Rapids.  Sydney was going for his R03 (similar 
to AKC’s RE) and Sugar her Open (CDX) title.  We had a little time 
on Thursday night to rest, relax, and play a little fetch at the motel 
before the Friday trial.  There were 4 rally trials and 3 obedience 
trials.  I entered Sugar in the Open B class, even though technically 
she should have been in the Open A class.  In UKC, you enter the 
B class when you have an equivalent title in another venue; i.e., 
AKC, Canada, etc., or a UKC Open title.  In AKC, you can enter the 
Open A and Utility A classes until you obtain your AKC title, even 
though you have those titles in another venue.  Sugar did not have 
an Open title in any other venue, but I felt she could hold her own 
in the B class and I wanted her to experience a bigger group of 
dogs in the competition.  I was very proud of her.  She qualified in 
all 3 trials with a first, a second, and a third place.  In the third trial, 
she would have been High in Trial except when I returned from the 
out-of-sight sit exercise, just as I went behind her to heel position, 
she stretched.  That stretch cost us 5 points.  Ouch!

Sydney was entered in 3 rally trials. UKC allows day of show entries, 
so I figured if he failed one, I could enter him in the other rally trial.  
He qualified in all 3 trials with a 99 and two 100s, with a second 
and 2 third placements.  Short-legged dogs and short-legged han-
dlers have trouble even if they get a perfect score (100) because 
other handlers have faster times.  I was just happy that we earned 
our UR03 title!

Fun with a Touch of Humility 
by Karen Smith

Two of the level 3 UKC rally exercises are unlike AKC, but are similar 
to APDT.  In the first one, you and your dog halt and your dog does 
a sit-stay.  You then run away from your dog 2 or 3 steps, after 
which you call him.  He must catch up with you, and when he does, 
you call him front.  You can take a couple of steps back to do this, 
then you ask him to do a left or right finish, whichever the original 
sign called for. Then you heel on to the next sign.  

In the other exercise , you halt with your dog in heel position, com-
mand him to stand, then take 3 short steps backward in a straight 
line and halt.  The dog is to remain in heel position as you both 
back up. The dog then sits in heel position upon completion of the 
exercise.  

Next on our list is going back to Canada in September to finish 
Sydney’s Utility title (he needs 1 more leg) and get Sugar’s Novice 
title.  I will also be starting Sugar in AKC obedience trials and 
have one more RE leg to get on her.  Unless she gets “creative,” we 
should be on the road to her CD and CDX titles.  I plan to get her 
U-UD title before her AKC UD title, but sometimes things work out 
differently than we plan.

Happy showing, everyone!

 I’ve had Australian Terriers since 1989. Then I thought I wanted a better pet, so we went to an obedience class and got  hooked. All my 
dogs have had AKC, UKC, and CKC performance titles. My first dog was the second Aussie to get a UDX after the title became available. 
He thought he was retired—ha! My third Aussie had a UDX, RE, MOTCH (Canadian Master Obedience Trial Champion), and a UKC 
OTCH. So far, I’ve trained and shown 5 Australian Terriers in obedience and now rally. Who said an Australian Terrier can’t teach you 
humility? Well, mine can and have always been able to make me humble............
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  The PastFrom
  A Blast

If I were starting over again..........

Let me start by saying: There is little that we could have done  
differently. I say WE because I cannot think of these times without 
Milton being an integral part of the endeavor. The disappoint-
ments came, and still do, through a few people taking advantage 
of our trust and enthusiasm, and of an impatience more typical of 
youth than of middle age - characteristics without which our goal 
would have taken much longer to achieve.

It is still the people who bring the faith-shattering experience. We 
want so much for the Aussie people to be as good and as whole-
some as our breed. In the beginning we bought Australian Terriers 
from many places and people. Much time would have been lost if 
screening of persons and dogs worthy to be the breeding and pro-
motional program had been finer. The chances we took, however, 
were never with the welfare of the dogs; every means available 
was, and is taken to protect them, this is true of all conscientious 
Breeders.

The risk was whether the people would live up to their promises 
to cooperate in publicizing Australian  Terriers and the breed 
judicially. Considering it was desperately important to get the 
breed started in new areas I don’t think we could have been more 
scrupulous than we were with these placings.  Better geographic 
distribution - a most vital factor - might have been accomplished 
if perhaps we had been able to travel to States further from us. But 
it seemed at the time that we were doing all possible to fit into the 
busy schedule of showing, talking to people, seeking and obtain-
ing every speck of publicity, writing, photographing, and most 
important of all, breeding the best Aussies we could. (As a result, 
dear Milton’s health was taxed more than we were to realize.) If 
we had been able to visit every place we sent a dog, some of the 
dead-ends might have been prevented.

Frequently we 
excitedly sent 
an Aussie to 
what seemed 
a wonderful 
new spot, only 
to hear that 
the owners 
were delight-
ed with their 
new “pet.” Or 
we would 
learn of some 
personal hap-
pening which 
excluded 
the prom-
ised breed 
advancement. 
So it was that 
much of the 
monetary 
contributions 
and optimistic 
delight was all 
for much less 
than we had 

hoped - but we could not have done other than to have followed 
every lead.

Though these let-downs were devastating , our belief in the breed 
and the few loyal Aussie people persisted. Wonderful friendships 
were born and still exist from these days, and are still coming 
about from the Aussies.

To have done differently and to have avoided the temporary 
defeats, the scarring disillusionments, yes, we could have been less 
eager and more prudent, but this would have meant the postpon-
ing for many a long day the official recognition of Australian 
Terriers. We gambled that these grand little dogs had so much to 
offer they would win, and that they would do so in spite of the 
human failures and frailties and that they would earn their justifi-
able place in the hearts of dog-loving Americans.

We (I still speak for Milton) would do it over again knowing now, 
even as we did then, that the “Down Under Darlings” had so much 
to offer - to give - that certainly in America there is always room for 
more of the best! In retrospect, these efforts now seem insur-
mountable staggering. 

But with success for the breed also came warm human contacts, 
indeed an unforeseen bonus - but adding immeasurably to the 
precious satisfactions in this strange web of life spun with our 
despair and with our dreams.

by Nell Fox    
                    The Talkabout   
                                       Summer Issue, 1966
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The ATCA has belonged to the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
(CHF) for 4 yrs. 

With our membership, we get early updates regarding clinical 
trials, research break throughs and Genome Barks **(podcasts) on 
subjects like cardiology and exercise that any owner can access 
and use to improve their dog’s health. 

**Listen to Genome Barks
A selection of outstanding podcasts covering a wide range of 
topics. These podcasts include presentations by experts from a 
wide range of fields and cover up-to-date topics related to the 
current state of canine health research, advances in veterinary 
healthcare, and best practices in breeding management. 
New podcasts will be added every month.

Being associated with AKC CHF allows us to offer suggestions 
to direct research based on issues we have with our breed 
identified by CHIC, health surveys, longevity and health 
incident reports. 

Funded Research: www.akcchf.org/research/funded-
research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-
terrier&research_area=&disease

The Canine Health Foundation is dedicated to advancing the 
health of all dogs and their owners by funding sound scientific 
research and supporting the dissemination of health information 
to prevent, treat, and cure canine disease.

The American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation has three 
primary goals:

•	 To fund canine health research projects to the Founda-
tion’s capacity which address the diversity of canine health 
concerns and may have comparative medicine benefits for 
humans

•	 To select and monitor, through a rigorous process, research 
projects that meet high scientific standards and have the 
greatest potential for advancing the health of dogs

•	 To communicate to the pet-owners, veterinarians and re-
searchers funded discoveries that help prevent, treat, and cure 
canine diseases.

How They Work:
The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) is the largest nonprofit 
organization funding exclusively canine health research.  Their
success is a result of a unique grants process and a strong network 
of supporters and experts.

It all starts with donations from individual dog lovers, dog clubs, 
foundations and corporations.  Supporters trust CHF to use the 
funds for innovative and sound scientific research. 

More Information: www.akcchf.org/about-us/how-we-work.html 

Research:
The AKC Canine Health Foundation rigorously tracks the tangible 
outcomes of funded research. To date, the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation has contributed to over 100 peer-reviewed publica-
tions in both veterinary journals and journals with broad biomedi-
cal community readership. Original projects funded by the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation are cited or “used” by another investiga-
tor to make strides in the area of study more than 340 times.

More Information: www.akcchf.org/research

Canine Health:
Whether your dog is healthy or affected by a disease, the amount 
of information available on canine health can be overwhelming.  
CHF helps you make sense of it all with factual disease descrip-
tions, genetic test information, breed specific health concerns and 
more.  The information provided is no substitute for the care of a 
veterinarian.  Make sure your dog is getting regular check-ups, and 
your vet should always be your first call in the event of an emer-
gency

More Information: www.akcchf.org/canine-health

AKC Canine Health Foundation

http://www.akcchf.org/news-events/multimedia/podcasts
http://www.akcchf.org/news-events/multimedia/podcasts
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/?grant_status=&needs_funding=&breed=australian-terrier&research_area=&disease
http://www.akcchf.org/about-us/how-we-work.html 
 http://www.akcchf.org/research
http://www.akcchf.org/canine-health


    
 

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Cartwright

“Dogs are like potato chips—you can’t have just one.” A plaque 
with this saying was given to me a couple of years ago and it de-
scribes exactly how I feel. However, I often ask myself, “How many 
is too many?” My significant other says I should keep no more 
than a “six-pack.”  That’s an arbitrary number, but it poses another 
question:  How close is it to a true measure of my household’s 
maximum density of dogs? From experience, I would say it totally 
depends on your breed choice and your energy level. 

As an adult, my first breed was the Australian Shepherd. Three 
of them were all I could handle. They were too big and had too 
much hair! I swept up enough hair each week to stuff a life-sized 
Australian Terrier doll, although to be honest, a better quality of 
dog food would have reduced the hair loss significantly. They were 
very high energy and needed to be worked almost constantly. 
To keep them content, I needed to practice agility, obedience, 
or herding, or take them trail riding on a daily basis. At the time 
I loved them and the lifestyle, but it definitely was a lifestyle for 
(my) youth.

My next breed was much smaller, a Jack Russell Terrier. I got the 
Jack Russell bug one day after visiting a friend. Her house was 
in total chaos, but then she yelled, “Sit!”, and a dozen little white 
butts hit the ground all at once! I was so impressed that I had to 
have one. OK, so chaos is the norm for this breed. But I did discov-
er that if I cover my Jack with a blanket, he won’t move—perfect 
when it’s time to settle down for the night. One of these is enough 
for me. Even though his hair loss doesn’t match the volume of the 
Australian Shepherds, his little white hairs tend to weave them-
selves into any type of fabric they come in contact with. 

But my Jack Russell’s hair loss is minimal compared to that left 
behind by the pack of hunting beagles that once lived with me, 
inside my house, for about 6 years. They were cute and easy to 
handle one at a time, but overall the Beagle isn’t my breed of 
choice. Nine of them were definitely too many! If they were not 
run on a regular basis, then they could do some real damage.

Toward the end of the beagle pack residency, I got my first Aus-
tralian Terrier. I had found my perfect breed! The Aussie has coarse 
hair with little to no shedding, a sturdy compact size without being 
too small, and beautiful, expressive eyes. After the beagle pack left 
with my  ex-husband, I got my second Aussie. He is the dog of my 
heart. He is so responsive and seems to read my mind. 

Within a couple more years, I got a bitch with a wiggle butt and a 
true Aussie smile. Counting two of their puppies, I now have 5 
Aussies, the Jack, and a Pomeranian my daughter talked me into 
giving her. Because the Pom is more like a cat in a dog’s body, he 
doesn’t count!  Now have the specified “six-pack.” My backyard 
might look like a war zone from the six-pack endlessly hunting 
moles, but I think I could handle a couple more. Who knows... 
maybe they are “cheaper by the dozen.”
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Australian Terrier Column
August 2012 Issue

Dogs are like potato chips, you can’t have just one......

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.
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The Judge’s Corner

Recently we spoke with veteran Aussie judge Zane Smith 
about his views on the breed standard, where we’ve been, 
and where we’re going.  His comments below complement 
this issue’s The Standard Broken Down article on page 37 
--read on:

How did you get your start as a judge?  
I first started judging when I was about 17 years old at all-breed 
matches, where I did everything from Terriers to Sporting breeds. 
Because I was raised in Arizona and there always seemed to be a 
good group of Aussie enthusiasts in the Phoenix area, I had expo-
sure to the breed early on, going back to the mid 1970s. I even re-
member as a young boy showing a Staffordshire Bull Terrier puppy 
at an all-breed match to Ann Ridenour, a local Aussie breeder/exhib-
itor whom I am sure most readers know.  I was approved by AKC for 
my first breed (Staffordshire Bull Terriers) when I was 22 years old in 
1985. I eventually applied and was approved for Australian Terriers, 
which I have been judging now for more than a decade. I have had 
the priviledge of judging them throughout the U.S., Finland, Ireland, 
France, and in 2013, in their homeland of Australia. Overall, I have 
judged at every major Terrier show in the U.S., including several 
times at Montgomery, Great Western, Northern California, Oregon, 
and Arizona, as well as England, Ireland, Italy, Finland, France, Cana-
da, Germany, Serbia, Australia, New Zealand, Spain, South Africa and 
recently at the World Show in Salzburg, Austria earlier this year. I am 
judging in Ireland again in September and have 3 assignments in 
Australia in 2013.

What do you enjoy while judging the breed? 
Aussies to me are a very tidy, rugged, natural breed. I like judg-
ing them because they are an “honest” breed, without the typical 
grooming and extravagance.

What do you like most about the breed?  
I like the nature and attitude of Aussies, especially their alert and 
expressive attitudes.

What Aussie from the past has impressed you the most? 
Back in the 1980s when I lived in Arizona, I became acquainted with 
Mike Liga’s dog, CH Touchstones Special FX. He was really my first 
exposure to an Aussie, even before judging the breed. There have 
been a number over the years that I have admired in different parts 
of the country.   A few years ago, I judged a large entry of Aussies 
in Finland and saw a champion dog, now retired, who was a really 
correct in most every way--a very impressive dog. He exhibited 
everything an Aussie should be, and I awarded him Best of Breed in 
a large entry. I was told later that I had given one of his daughters 
Best of Opposite that day as well.

Do you see a difference in the dogs from the past to the present?  
What do you see has improved in the breed over the years? 
Many years ago before I was approved to full status, I judged a large 
Sweeps class at the national specialty and there were comments

that I was not putting up any reds. I responded that the reds just 
didn’t have good breed type. Since that time, I have seen many reds 
that have improved greatly and a number of them I like very well, as 
much as any. I don’t judge color. I look for good solid breed typiness 
in every dog and bitch. I have seen a lot of improvement over the 
years in fronts and toplines. When I first started paying attention to 
the breed, I saw so many bad toplines. Correct shoulder angulation 
is not only a problem in this breed, but so many others as well, but 
the fronts have improved. I am seeing less crooked forelegs, along 
with better shoulders.
 
What do you feel needs to be improved in the breed?  
As in many breeds including my own, toplines always need improv-
ing, as well as front structure and more layback of shoulder. I do see 
a tendency, as in many breeds, to overgroom for shows. Although all 
the hair and brushing and fuss is pretty, Aussies still needs to retain 
some ruggedness in appearance. I also do not like seeing short 
backs or square Aussies in outline.

Is there more consistency currently in the breed?
I find more consistency than before, even though as in many breeds, 
there exists inconsistency in type, sometimes size. But I believe the 
breed has improved a long way. The classes of dogs/bitches at a 
given show tend to be more consistent to me than 10 years ago or 
more.

When you judge the breed, what are you looking for?
I am looking for balance first, then carriage and attitude second 
as they enter the ring. If that’s there, then I go through each one 
and evaluate the specifics of their characteristics and how they 
compare to what I believe is the ideal standard. I don’t like to judge 
and choose placings based on faults, but rather on the number of 
virtues.

What do you see as the hallmark of the breed?  
Aussies need to be immediately distinguishable from other similar 
breeds, vastly different from Cairns or Silky Terriers or some mixture 
therein. Unfortunately over the years you don’t always see such dis-
tinguishing features. I would say the hallmarks of the breed would 
include head and expression.

What do you look for in a blue coat? 
In all coat colors, I want to see good pigment and as little dilution of 
the color as possible. The clearer the color is (meaning lacking other 
interfering colors, such as smutting), the better. I look for distinct-
ness in the color, whatever it may be. Blue coat color should also be 
distinct, regardless of its blue shade.
 
Do you or have you seen a difference in the blue-tans over the reds, 
i.e. size, coat, eye pigment? 
The reds have become much better and more consistent in typiness 
than before, and I am happy to see that. I have no preference of any 
one color over another, as long as it is correct.

Our Guest Judge this Issue is Zane Smith
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

“If you can read this, thank a teacher.”  -- Anonymous

Teaching has been on my mind more than usual lately.  We’ve had 
a bumper crop of new agility students graduate from beginner 
classes at our training center this year.  Some have been brave 
enough to stick a toe in the water and start trialing already!  Our 
group hosts so many events each year across all the agility venues 
that there really is something for everyone, whether they want a 
real challenge or “softer” events to learn the ropes.  Our Monday 
night students are a mix of first-timers and those ready to move 
on to a higher level, so we’ll be saying goodbye to some of them 
soon.  The Saturday morning class, a group that has been together 
for most of this year, is preparing as a group to enter our TDAA 
(Teacup, for small dogs) trial this September.  We’re focusing on 
handling challenges, walking the course, and planning strategies 
for games events, meanwhile reinforcing those ever-important 
foundation skills, like “stay” and “come.”  

Will they take home any ribbons?  Maybe... but that’s not their 
main focus.  They’re enjoying these new relationships with their 
canine buds and just soaking up everything that we teachers can 
give them.  They ask great questions and practice their homework.  
They want to know and do more, more, MORE!  Good thing we 
teach in teams—that approach brings more skill and information 
to every class.  

All in all, this year’s class members have made more progress in 
less time than any group I’ve taught.  These great students keep 
me on my toes and I’m doing a lot more thinking and planning for 
every class.  

I’ve also been thinking about the teachers who got me this far 
and the impact that each has had.  I’ve watched them work to 
find solutions for handlers and dogs when it seemed like there 
were none to be had.  It’s given me the determination to find 
answers myself, or think back over what my teachers have done 
to help others.  I’ve remembered casual remarks, or seemingly idle 
or irrelevant (at the time) questions that have helped me with my 
dogs or others with theirs.  

Teachable moments turn up in many situations and aren’t always 
found in a classroom.  You never know when you’ll have the op-
portunity to teach or what your lessons might mean to someone 
down the road.  

Maybe you’re buying pet food and another shopper asks you a 
question.  Or they linger over the less-nutritious offerings and you 
see the chance to educate them and help their dogs live happier, 
healthier lives.  

Perhaps you’re out with your dog, walking in your neighbor-
hood or in a park or recreation area, and someone says, “Oooh, 
what a cute dog!  Can I pet her?”  Take a moment to show them 
how to approach a dog safely and politely.  If they already know 
how—and especially if it’s a child—thank them.  And thank their 
parents!  Someone taught them a useful skill and that should be 
recognized.

And I’m reminded too that sometimes, the simple act of being 
nice is the best lesson of all.  Your encouragement of someone 
new to dog activities—or someone considering them for the first 
time—might make all the difference.  

Violet Denney, a Toy Fox Terrier breeder, tells the story of her first-
ever dog show and how one judge’s kindness to her as a novice 
handler started her on the path to becoming a UKC conformation 
judge herself.  She concludes with, “I hope that I am never too 
busy or stressed to take that extra minute with a novice... to say 
a few encouraging words...  It never hurts to take a moment for 
kindness.  It will come back to revisit you many times.”

So—Who do you teach and how do you do it?  Where are the 
teachable moments in your life?  They’re there when you least 
expect it. 

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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GCH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CA 
Owned by Susan Jacobsen

Izzy earned her Master Earthdog title on July 21st at the Finger Lakes Kennel 
Club earthdog event in Newark Valley, New York, under Judge McNabney.  The 
Kennel Club hosted a truly great earthdog weekend!  Izzy went on to earn the 
first leg of Endurance Earthdog the next day, July 22nd.  Since she passed her 
first JE trial, she has passed every trial entered as she earned her titles.  

Izzy cleans up well after earthdog events…she went on to finish her Grand 
Championship the next weekend, July 28th, at the Providence Kennel Club.

MACH, C-ATCH3 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MAD, 
P-MAD, MXB, MJB, RL1, Snooker Champion-Bronze,P-
Relay Master, P-jumpers master, P-Snooker Champion

Merrigang Ben Matlock earned his Master Agility Cham-
pionship, or MACH, on May 31st, 2012. To earn a MACH a 
dog must qualify in both Excellent Jumpers and Excellent  
Standard classes in the same trial 20 times and earn over 
750 points. A point is earned for each second under stan-
dard course time (determined by the judge.) Dogs must be 
both very fast and extremely accurate. They must complete 
courses without any faults. It is a coveted AKC title that 
many strive for and few achieve. 

Congratulations, Ben and Nancy Wentworth!

Member Brags

It’s a Mother and Daughter Team!
Mina and Candy both qualified for their Rally Excellent 

Title on the same day! In Ventura, CA

CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill BN, CD, RE
CH ABQ Cimina Christhill CD, GN, RE

Bred and Owned by Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen

Send in Your

Brags!........

We want to know 

what you are doing 

with your Aussie!
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Australian Terrier National Specialty 
You have a “Date” in Palm Springs, California 

January 2 - 6, 2013 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

Tuesday - January 1st - New Year’s Day 
 Cocktails & Dinner in Palm Springs at  
 Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen’s Home  
 

Wednesday - January 2nd 
 Board of Directors Breakfast Meeting 
 Education Day on Diabetes 
 Thomas K. Graves, DVM, PhD, DACVIM 
 Director of the Chicago Center for Veterinary 
 Medicine and Professor of Internal Medicine, 
 Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine, 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 Welcome Reception 
 

Thursday -  January 3rd 
 Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern
 California/Copperstate Australian Terrier 
 Club of Greater Phoenix 
 Specialty Show Judge - Kathleen Ferris 
 Annual Membership Meeting 
 Copperstate Drop-In Hospitality 
 

Friday -  January 4th 
 Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern 
 California 
 Australian Terrier Club of America 
 National Specialty Show 
 Specialty Show Judge -  Jon Cole 
 Cocktails and Awards Banquet  
 Indian Wells Country Club 
 

Saturday & Sunday - January 5th & 6th 
 Supported Entries 
 Kennel Club of Palm Springs 
 Saturday Judge - Clay Coady 
 Sunday Judge - Sue Goldberg 
 

Obedience & Rally- January 3th - 6th  
 Thursday Morning (All Terrier) Trial 
 Thursday Afternoon 
 Obedience & Rally Match 
 Friday, Saturday & Sunday Trials 

Host Hotel 
Best Western 

Plus Palm Desert 
Resort 

74695 Highway 111, Palm Desert, CA 
92260-3803 Reservations: 760 340-4441 

ATCA GROUP RATE 
$109 per night plus taxes and fees 
(Suites Available $139 per night) 

One Time $25 Pet Fee 

Additional Information: Kreg Hill 
kreg@kreghill.com             (760) 320-3922 



mating with their dogs could possibly be carriers either. After all, 
they only “breed to the best,” and of course, that best just has to be 
perfect.

Now the truly criminal act occurs. These breeders are quite often 
very successful in the show ring; their dogs are thought to be the 
best  after all, they have ribbons and placings and titles to prove 
how worthy their dogs are! Because of their show ring success, 
they are seen as breed authorities, people that newcomers to the 
breed trust for knowledge and information. And the information 
these newcomers get is that there are no genetic problems to be 
concerned with, no need to do that “expensive testing when the 
dogs are all healthy.” Even more disastrous to the breed’s future 
is that these breeders’ attitudes begin to prevail. The newcom-
ers see the success of these breeders’ dogs and buy them (even 
though few, if any, have had even the most rudimentary testing for 
structural faults, poor health or defective genes). The newcomers 
then have a financial and emotional investment to protect which 
begins to spread this attitude, with predictable results. Soon, 
because these breeders are the “powers” within the breed (quite 
often judges, people selected to discuss the breed at seminars, 
breeders who command premium prices for puppies and stud 
fees, breeders seen winning), they use this “power” to ensure that 
it becomes unethical to discuss any defects, in either health or 
temperament, found in any of the pedigrees of their sires, dams or 
progeny of their sires or dams. All too often one hears, “I don’t dare 
say anything if I want to win,” or, “There are three lines with epilepsy 
(or heart or eye or pick a health problem), but you don’t need to 
know about them.” Of course we need to know about them! How 
else are we to make intelligent decisions about which dogs would 
best benefit the future we plan for our dogs unless we consider not 
only the structural beauty, but also the hidden genetics that we are 
attempting to also improve?

What about the breeders who openly discuss the defects found 
in their own dogs? Unfortunately, they are all too often labelled 
as “poor breeders” and their dogs said to be defective.”  They are 
shunned and spoken of in whispers and sneers. The very fact that 
these breeders are striving to share knowledge openly and to 
scientifically test their dogs make them the subject of witch hunts 
by the very people who are either too cheap, too unconcerned, too 
egotistical, too uncaring about the future to even test their dogs, 
much less have the courage to honestly discuss their dogs. Instead 
of applauding these breeders who choose to share information, 
these breeders become shunned and hounded. As a result, and be-
cause human nature makes us want to be part of a group instead 
of outside the group, breeders begin to do what they do best, they 
maintain silence and lie or refuse to admit what they do know.

As more and more newcomers join a breed and inexperienced 
breeders and exhibitors all jump on the bandwagon of showing, 
owning and practicing the art of breeding, they turn to the breed-
ers who are winning, equating winning with superior quality dogs. 
The breeders are, therefore, more determined to have nothing 
bad revealed about any of their dogs, further establishing in their 
minds the perfection of the dogs they breed and further increasing

What do most modern-day breeders and the Mafia have in com-
mon? What a strange question, you may say. It is, sadly though, a 
very real commonality. The answer is simply what Padgett, a well-
known geneticist refers to as the “Code of Silence” for breeders and 
perhaps more commonly known as “omerta” for the Costa Nostra. 
Both are deadly silences. It’s easy to understand the reasons for the 
conspiracy of silence when it refers to criminals, but what reasons 
can a breeder possibly have for maintaining “omerta”?

The reason most often given for not sharing genetic information 
is the fear of being made the object of a “witch hunt.” It lies much 
deeper though. It begins with ownership and the human need to 
see what one owns as being the best. Remember the “keeping up 
with the Joneses ” mentality? Everyone wants the very best and 
the accolade of owning the best. Admitting that what one owns or 
has bred may have faults is difficult for most people. Also at fault is 
the huge financial and emotional investment that breeders have in 
their dogs. Discovering that there may be defects in the sires and 
dams that breeders have so much of themselves invested in be-
comes frightening and causes many to refuse to even contemplate 
that their dogs may possess defective genes. Egos and fear of be-
ing labelled “poor breeders” are ultimately the reasons for breeders 
maintaining this detrimental code of silence.

Even more dangerous than the Code of Silence, though, is the 
refusal to contemplate defective genes that may exist within a 
breeding program and be present for generations, quietly mesh-
ing through many bloodlines before manifesting itself. Could it be 
possible that dogs which appear healthy can actually be spreading 
dangerous, sometimes lethal genes throughout the breed commu-
nity until finally two healthy, but gene-defective carriers combine 
to produce that first tell-tale affected offspring?

Of course it is and time and again the geneticists tell us how this is 
possible.

Simplistically, breeders cannot see defective genes and what they 
don’t see must not exist. Therefore using that logic, all the untested 
dogs must be as beautifully healthy inside as they are structurally 
beautiful outside. If only that logic were true! Unfortunately, far 
more emphasis is placed upon structural and superficial beauty 
simply because it is something that is easily seen, acknowledged 
and obtained. It’s also something without any “unnecessary” finan-
cial investments. One doesn’t need to pay for x-rays or blood tests 
or specialists’ knowledge in order to evaluate how a dog conforms 
to a physical standard.

The real danger, though, comes not from those dogs who are 
tested, but from those breeders who keep their heads in the sand 
and refuse to believe that their dogs could be less than “perfect.” 
We can begin to fix that which we reveal, but that which remains 
hidden is a threat to the future. But here omerta, that “Code of 
Silence” is very evident. Not only do these breeders hold fast to the 
belief that their dogs are untainted by defective genes, structural 
defects or temperament problems, but they also believe that no 
dog that they choose to bring into their breeding program through

Omerta: The Breeders’ Code of Silence
by Sierra Milton
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in addition to those given to breeders who have the most winning 
dogs should be given to those breeders who work tirelessly to 
improve the breed. Prettiness and beauty doesn’t improve a breed; 
genetic health and the ability to live a pain-free, healthy life far 
surpass beauty, but are more difficult to obtain.  

The cost of genetic testing is not high when one looks at the ef-
fects that refusing to test may have on the breed. Ask any knowl-
edgeable breeder whose breed has rampant heart, blood disorder, 
eye or hip problems whether they blame the lack of foresight and 
the refusal of past breeders in making a further financial invest-
ment in the breed for the almost insurmountable problems now 
and the answer is predictable. In the UK, it is possible to do testing 
by certified specialists for hip, elbow, eye, heart, blood, immune 
disorders for around a total investment of $295.00 (far less in the 
United States), less than a cost of a puppy or a stud fee. It’s possible 
to do far less testing, but at what cost? Will the breed suffer from 
heart problems in the future because a simple $7.50 stethoscope 
test (done through one of the breed-sponsored heart clinics, in this 

case the Boxer) was not important at the time? Will the breed be 
faced with trying to eradicate blindness years from now because a 
$16.00 eye exam (done through one of the many eye clinics held 
each month or free if done at Crufts dog show at the clinic they 
hold each year) was thought unwarranted? Will the descendants 
be filled with pain from bad hips and/or elbows because the 
breed moved well in the show ring and didn’t look dysplastic to 
the naked eye? (X-rays necessary for hip and elbow evaluations 
are the most expensive testing at a cost of approximately $110 for 
hips and an additional $80 for elbows when done with the hips; 
unfortunately it takes six different films to evaluate elbows and the 
cost reflects the number of films necessary.) Testing for things such 
as von Willebrand’s Disease (vWD) and thyroid testing (immune 
system) can be done inexpensively as blood tests at perhaps $30 
and $50 each. Granted, testing for these genetic disorders won’t 
guarantee that a problem won’t occur in future breedings, but test-
ing will greatly reduce the chances of problems and that is a good 
place to start.

the financial and emotional investment that they have in perpetu-
ating this theory. Winning in the show ring has nothing to do with 
genetic health. Indeed, a number of the winning dogs are carriers 
of genetic disorders at the least and, in some instances, are known 
to have genetic health disorders. While a genetic disorder itself, 
depending upon type and severity, should never exclude the dog 
from the genetic pool, it is absolutely mandatory that people be 
aware of any area of concern in order to breed intelligently. At the 
very least, the dogs that the dog is bred to must be tested and their 
backgrounds looked at carefully to limit the possibility of affecting 
more dogs or making more dogs carriers of the disorder. Yet, be-
cause the winners don’t want to be labelled as “poor breeders” and 
lose the accolade of being the best (as well as the possible financial 
loss in not being able to sell puppies or stud fees at as high a price), 
the “Code of Silence” becomes even more firmly embraced.

The newcomers, because they want to be accepted, avoid talking 
about the sires and dams that produce poorly, whether it is struc-
ture, health or temperament problems. Also, they too now have a 
financial and emotional investment in addition to wanting to be 
accepted into the “winners club.” They may even recognize trends 
in one or more lines in their own pedigrees, but refuse to acknowl-
edge these trends and keep them secret for fear of being labelled.

Often, the breeders, while not openly acknowledging that there 
are any problems, will attempt to dilute the possibility of the 
disorder rearing its head by out-breeding to another totally dif-
ferent line. Dr. Jerold Bell, a well-known geneticist, has this to say 
about this method: “Repeated out-breeding to attempt to dilute 
detrimental recessive genes is not a desirable method of genetic 
disease control. Recessive genes cannot be diluted; they are either 
present or not. Out-breeding carriers multiples and further spreads 
the defective gene(s) in the gene pool. If a dog is a known carrier 
or has high carrier risk through pedigree analysis, it can be retired 
from breeding, and replaced with one or two quality offspring. 
Those offspring should be bred, and replaced with quality offspring 
of their own, with the hope of losing the defective gene.”

Unfortunately, refusing to acknowledge or test for genetic disor-
ders doesn’t make them go away. What we can’t see still has a huge 
impact on the breed and continuing to breed these carriers of 
defective genes allows the defect to take a firmer hold in the breed. 
Those breeders who try very hard to breed healthy dogs and take 
every scientific precaution to ensure genetic health are shunned 
for the very passion for which they should be applauded; the 
efforts they take are trivialized at best and more often ridiculed as 
“unnecessary” or “fear-mongering.” As a result, these breeders work 
alone and, outside of their own kennel, their efforts make little 
impact on the breed as a whole.

Omerta can only be broken by people who have the courage, con-
viction and passion to ensure that the breed as a whole becomes 
stronger and healthier. Instead of witch hunts for those who have 
the heartache of dealing with the problems, the goal of applaud-
ing those with the courage and determination to speak out openly 
should be taken up by every breed club in every country. Awards

Omerta: The Breeders’ Code of Silence

Refusing to acknowledge 
or test for genetic 
disorders doesn’t 

make them go away
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enough to breed winning dogs or to command the highest price 
for puppies or to have a stud dog that is used fifty, sixty, a hun-
dred times; we must take back the passion with which we all first 
embraced our breeds and passionately work with determina-
tion toward a future where the numbers of genetic disorders are 
reduced each year.

If those you know breed without testing, ask yourself why? Is it lack 
of courage in perhaps finding a carrier within their breeding stock? 
Is it because they fear a financial loss if they test? Is it because they 
truly believe that their dogs couldn’t possibly be less than perfect? 
Is it because they fear they will lose their “top breeder” standing if 

they admit that there are problems that need working on? Is it be-
cause they fear that it will be harder to breed beautiful and healthy 
dogs? Or have they lost the passion with which they first loved the 
breed while they were climbing the road to winning success? Or, 
more sadly, is it because they really just don’t care about that which 
they cannot actually see?

It’s hard work and takes great courage to develop a breeding pro-
gram using scientific methods and tests, but the hope of a better 
future should drive us all to that very commitment. The key is being 
able to work together without fear of whispers or silence. Omerta, 
the code of silence, can be broken if more of us decide that we are 
not going to tolerate the quiet any longer.

Sierra Milton has been involved in pure-bred dogs for over 36 years, 
initially in the US and Canada and presently in the UK. Sierra has pub-
lished numerous articles on the ethical issues facing breeders, exhibi-
tors, trainers and owners, as well as on the effect of evolving animal 
law on dog ownership and purebred activities.

Reprinted with permission 2012 
Sierra Milton
http://www.dogstuff.info

If a breeder cannot provide proof in the form of veterinarian-issued 
certificates or reports that genetic testing has been done, the 
buyer should be aware that they purchase at their own risk! Caveat 
emptor! Breeders may claim that their dogs have never limped 
or that there is no need to do any testing because the breed is 
healthy. Some may even claim that their veterinarians have said 
that genetic testing was unnecessary. Those stances are irrespon-
sible. Once again, genes are not visible and carriers of defective 
genes may themselves appear healthy to the naked eye. It is only 
with testing that we really know whether our dogs are affected 
or not and only then with honest evaluation of pedigrees having 
tested or affected dogs that the potentiality for carriers are realized.
  

What can we do to break the deadly Code of Silence? The majority, 
if not all, breed clubs have a code of ethics that require members 
to breed healthy dogs. One of the places to start is with the clubs. 
Instead of being social institutions or “good ole boy” clubs, these 
breed organizations could begin upholding the very real goal of 
protecting the future of the breed by demanding and requiring 
that genetic testing be undertaken prior to breeding. Far more 
serious than breeding a sixteen-month old bitch is the practice 
of breeding without taking every possible safeguard that genetic 
health is a priority. Yet, in many clubs “poor breeders” are identi-
fied by the age at which they breed or the frequency in which 
they breed rather than the very real criteria that proof of health 
be mandatory. Take the emphasis off winning & how many clubs 
determine “breeder of the year” based on the number of progeny 
that wins? Are there clubs that actually require that the breeder 
also must show proof that they are doing all they can do to ensure 
the future of the breed?

We can break the silence by commending those with the courage 
and determination to talk about problems, share successes and 
knowledge instead of ostracizing them. Omerta fails if every puppy 
buyer and stud dog user demands that proof of genetic testing is 
shown. The Code of Silence fails when we realize that it is not

Omerta: The Breeders’ Code of Silence
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What A Ride!
We helped Tyler pass over today.  He would have been 14 years old 
on August 22nd.

 Tyler had been in poor health this year, and last night and this 
morning he made it clear he was ready to move on.

 Tyler was a celebration of life. He was fun, energetic, lively, loved 
everyone he met and was quite the character. When we got Tyler 
and Jordan at 9 weeks, some told us they would NEVER allow a 
person to have 2 puppies from the same litter. The puppies would 
bond with each other and not us. If Tyler had been any more bond-
ed to me, we’d be doing the ultimate Super Glue commercial, same 
for Jordan and Deb. When I’d run errands, he’d lie by the garage 
pedestrian 
door wait-
ing for me to 
return. While 
he loved his 
family, he was 
Velcroed to 
me.

 Tyler opened 
doors for me 
that I never 
expected. 
We did a lot 
of living and 
traveling and 
met a lot of 
new people 
and just plain 
had a good 
time; things I 
never would 
have done 
and people I 
never would 
have met if I 
had not had 
him in my life.

People 
thought Deb 
and I got Tyler and Jordan just for showing. Not true. And besides, 
who in their right mind would start with terriers as their first show 
dog? Really. Let alone take a 17-month-old Australian Terrier to 
Westminster. At the time, I didn’t even know how to read a pedi-
gree and didn’t catch that Tyler’s Grand Sire was named Tyler. I 
picked Tyler because I thought “Tiler Tieler Tyler” would be a catchy 
registered name. And, I named my LLC “Tx3 Consulting” – an Aussie 
friend use to call Tyler “Tx3.”

It was suggested we give showing a try. Ty was a handful to show. 
Sharon Jackson (our handling instructor – those who knew Sharon 
know she knew what she was doing with dogs) said she’d show

Tyler for me at the Denver shows so I could see how he looked 
(the view is quite different outside the ring than above the lead); 
he was 3 years old at the time. After judging, she came out of the 
ring, handed me the lead  and said, “How do you SHOW this dog!” 
I had a Skye Terrier friend show Tyler one time so I could watch. 
Holly’s reaction was, “Your dog embarrassed me!” Like I said, he was 
a handful to show, and I had calluses on my hand where the lead 
wore, yet we had a system that worked for us – we did it as a team.

 During 911, I was flying weekly to NJ for work and sometimes 
brought Tyler with me to catch a weekend show or just as a 
companion. My one concern, aside from his safety as no one knew  
what was going to happen next, was how to get him home as the 

government 
was discussing 
no carry-ons 
and forget 
taking a dog in-
cabin. Since we 
were grounded 
for a few weeks, 
we toured 
Atlantic City/
The Boardwalk 
and discovered 
Cape May. 
Never would I 
have done that 
without him. We 
even went to 
a local PA dog 
show just to 
watch. One trip 
on the plane on 
the way home 
a guy 2 rows 
behind me 
said  “Where’s 
your dog this 
week?”  That’s 
when I knew I 
was “up in the 
air” a lot. Too 
bad Ty couldn’t 

collect frequent flyer miles. He was a real easy traveler. Never a 
fuss even when we had an 8-hour flight from Philly to Denver that 
was delayed 4 hours due to storms. We had already boarded and 
they wouldn’t let anyone off due to security (this was a few months 
post-911). I will say, when we got the Denver, he made a beeline 
to get outside. And, he really filled up a Sherpa bag, but could still 
turn around while under a seat.

 Tyler truly was a celebration of life.

Most importantly, he was my devoted buddy. He will be deeply 
missed.

by Chuck Bessant
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The STANDARD broken down                                                       

Our standard describes the Hindquarters:  Strong, legs well angu-
lated at the stifles and hocks, short and perpendicular from the 
hocks to the ground.  Upper and lower thighs are well muscled.  
Viewed from behind, the rear legs are straight from the hip joints 
to the ground and in the same plane as the forelegs. 

What are the hindquarters?  The hindquarters are the rear section 
of the dog and include the pelvis, the hip joints (balls and sockets), 
the upper thighs, the knee joints (the stifles) the lower thigh, the 
hock joint, the rear pastern, and the foot.

a.  Croup
b.  Pelvis
c.  Ischium
d.  Femur
e.  Tibia and fibula
f.  Hock (joint)
g.  Rear pastern

Why an article on just the “vocabulary” of the rear? 

 Well, when one reads about this part of the anatomy, we read 
about things not mentioned in the standard, such as croup, ilium, 
and ischium. And then, too, what are the hocks. . . a joint between 
the lower thigh and the rear pastern, or the bone that comes down 
from the lower thigh at the hock joint and attaches at the bottom 
to the foot?  In our standard, the hocks are the joints that attach 
the rear pasterns, the bones which the standard further states are 
short and perpendicular from the hocks to the ground and the 
lower thigh. So, despite the fact that the term frequently is used 
interchangeably for joint and bone, for this discussion we will use 
hock to describe the joint and rear pastern to describe the bones 
located between the hock and the foot. 

Many equate rear angulation with the turn of the stifle.  There are 
actually three angles that along with length of bones have major 
impact on the structure of the rear: 

 1.  The angle formed between the topline and the top surface of 
the pelvis from the uppermost part of the pelvis, the ilium, to the 
lowest and furthest back part, the ischium, (pronounced iss key 
um). This angle has been called the angle of the croup, the pelvic 
angle and the angle at which the hip bone falls away from the 
spinal column, the back.  And this angle sets, to a large extent, the 
angle at which the hindquarters function. 
2.  The angle formed at the stifle, the knee joint, which connects 
the upper and lower thighs.  One often hears the expression “well-
turned stifle.”  In most cases it describes a correct angle formed by 
the upper and lower thigh bones of equal length.  
3.  The angle formed between the lower thigh and the rear pastern 
at the hock which sets the rear pastern perpendicular to the 
ground in a natural stance.  The phrase “hocks well let down” is, like 
“well turned stifle,” a horse term.  It means that the hock joint is low 
and the rear pastern thus short.

The croup, referred to in 1. is the rear part of the topline above the 
hindlegs.  

The bones of the hindquarters are the pelvis, hip joint, femur, 
patella, tibia, fibula, bones of the rear pastern, and phalanges.  And 
let’s not forget the ischium.

The Rearquarters, part 1
Article Copyright Ida Ellen Weinstock and Jane Tenor 2012.

Illustration:  Pelvic bone and femur, Copyright Ida Ellen Weinstock and Jane Tenor 2012 

Co-authored by Ida Ellen Weinstock and Jane Tenor

This third article in the Standard series and the first on 
the Rearquarters will cover the vocabulary of the rear.....
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           

Parts of Pelvis

a.  The ilium, largest and most forward part of the pelvis.
b.  The ischium, rearmost part of the pelvis.
c.  The acetabulum (pronounced ass sa tab you lum), into which the 
head of the femur fits.
d.  The rearmost part of the ischium, which we will henceforth refer 
to as the point of the buttock.

Glossary 

Acetabulum – the cup-shaped socket of the pelvis into which the 
head of the femur fits.
Back – the vertebrae between the withers and front of the tail.
Croup – the rear part of the back, above the hind legs.
Drive – solid forward thrusting of the hindquarters, denoting sound 
locomotion.
Femur – the bone of the upper thigh connecting to the pelvis at the 
top and to the stifle at its bottom.
Femoral head -  the ball-shaped top of the femur which fits into the 
socket of the pelvis 
Gait – the pattern of footsteps at various rates of speed, each pattern 
distinguished by a particular rhythm and footfall.  The usual gait used 
in the show ring is the trot.
Hindquarters – the rear assembly, pelvis, thighs, hocks, rear pasterns, 
and feet.
Hock – the joint on the hind leg between the lower thigh and rear 
pastern.
Hocks well let down – hock joints close to the ground.
Ilium – or sacrum, the high forward section of the pelvis.
Ischium – the rearmost section of the pelvis.
Lower thigh – the muscular region between the stifle and the hock 
joint.  Also called second thigh.
Moving close – when the hocks turn in and rear pasterns drop straight 
to the ground and move parallel to each other.
Patella – the knee cap.
Point of the buttock – rearmost part of the ischium.
Rear pastern – the section of rear leg between the hock joint above 
and the foot below.
Stifle – the joint of the hind leg between the thigh and lower thigh; 
the dog’s knee.
Topline – the line of the back between the withers and the front of the 
tail.
Turn of stifle – the angle made by the femur and the tibia & fibula, 
which meet at the knee or stifle joint.
Sickle hocks – the angle of the hock is small and the foot is placed 
forward of a straight line from the angle of the hock to the ground 
when the dog is standing. 
Upper thigh or thigh – the shank – the part of the rear leg between 
the hip joint and the stifle. 

Bibliography
Major source of Glossary:  Weinstock, I. E. and Barnes, K.  The Australian Terrier, 
An Illustrated Clarification of the Standard (New Jersey, USA:  The Australian Ter-
rier Club of America, 1994).       

Outline of Australian Terrier used in first three illustrations:  Weinstock, I. E and 
Barnes, K.  The Australian Terrier, An Illustrated Clarification of the Standard (C. 
Coleman, M. Shoemaker, A. Samarotto, artists] (New Jersey, USA:  The Australian 
Terrier Club of America, 1994).

 the vocabulary of the rear continued.......
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I want to thank the board for supporting the entries at the Rio Grande 
Kennel Club Dog show May 12, 2012 and May 13, 2012.  We had majors 
in bitches and in dogs.  

May 12, 2012  
Judge: Mr. Darryl Vice.

Best of Breed:  GCH CH Wild West’s Double Cat, bred by Eve Steele & 
Marjo Ahola, owned by Julie Kirkpatrick and Eve Steele.

Best of Opposite: GCH CH ABQ San Isidro Christhill, bred & owned by 
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.

Winners Dog and Best of Winners: Rebelglen Card Shark bred by 
John Davidson, owned by Kerrie Bryan and Carol Sazama. 

Winners Bitch: Benway’s Momma Mia, bred & owned by Phil Benway.

SEL Bitch: CH Crestwoods Charisma Tapa, bred by Margaret Reignier, 
owned by Tammy Gaudet & Patty Werner.

Best Bred by Puppy Dog received a Group Four in Bred By, was 
Christhill Morongo, bred & owned by Kreg B. Hill & William I. Chris-
tensen.

Rally Advanced B. Class Obedience Competition: 
Judge was Jeanne L. Ramirez.
CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill CD got a qualifying score of 086.0 / 3, 
bred & owned by Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.  

May 13, 2012 
Judge: Dr. Edna K. Martin

Best of Breed: GCH CH Wild West’s Double Cat, Bred by Eve Steele & 
Marjo Ahola, owned by Julie Kirkpatrick and Eve Steele.  GCH CH Wild 
West’s Double Cat also received a Group 2 under Dr. Edna K. Martin.

Best of Opposite: GCH CH ABQ San Isidro Christhill, bred & owned by 
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.

Winners Dog: Rebelglen Card Shark, bred by John Davidson, owned 
by Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama

Winners Bitch and Best of Winners: Benway’s Momma Mia, bred & 
owned by Phil Benway.

SEL Bitch: CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill, bred & owned by Kreg B. Hill & 
William I. Christensen.

Veteran Dog and SEL Dog: CH P.S. Bedford Christhill, bred by Kreg 
B. Hill & William I. Christensen, owned by Mary G. Abbot & William I. 
Christensen & Kreg B. Hill.

Rally Advance B Class: 
Judge was Jeanne L. Ramirez
CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill CD received qualifying score of 077.0, 
bred & owned by Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.

June 23, 2012
Judge: Mr. Richard W. Powell

Best of Breed: GCH CH ABQ San Isidro Christhill, bred & owned by 
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.

Best of Opposite: CH Crestwoods Charisma Tapa, bred by Margaret 
Reignier, owned by Tammy Gaudet & Patty Werner.

Winners Dog and Best of Winners: Wild West’s Mac Attack, bred & 
owned by Eve Steele and Marjo Ahola.

Winners Bitch: Ryba’s A Bit Risque, bred & owned by S. Bachman & T. 
Schreeder. 

SEL Dog: Ch Ryba’s Gotham City Hero, bred & owned by S Bachman 
and T Schreeder & M Langham.

SEL Bitch: Wild West’s Curious Cat, bred & owned by Eve Steele and 
Marjo Ahola. 

June 24, 2012 
Sweeps Judge: Mr. Gary M. Vlachos

Best in Sweeps: Ryba’s A Hint Of Scandal, bred & owned by S. Bach-
man & T. Schreeder. 
Best of Opposite in Sweeps: Ryba’s A Bit Risque, bred & owned by S. 
Bachman &I T. Schreeder.

Judge: Mrs. Marion D. Mcpherson

Best of Breed: GCH CH ABQ San Isidro Christhill, bred & owned by 
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen.

Best of Opposite: Wild West’s Curious Cat, bred & owned by Eve Steele 
and Marjo Ahola. 

Winners Dog and Best of Winners: Ryba’s A Hint Of Scandal, bred & 
owned by S. Bachman & T. Schreeder. 

Winners Bitch: Ryba’s A Bit Risque, bred & owned by S. Bachman & T. 
Schreeder. 

SEL Dog: Ch Ryba’s Gotham City Hero, bred & owned by S Bachman 
and T Schreeder & M Langham.

SEL Bitch: Gch Wildwest’s Double Cat, bred & owned by Julie Kirkpat-
rick & Eve Steele

Rio Grande Kennel Club ATCA 
Supported Entries for

May 12, 2012 & May 13, 2012

Great Western ATCA 
Supported Entries for

June 23, 2012 & June 24, 2012
Results Submitted by Julie Kirkpatrick Results Pulled from the Supterintendent 
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It’s All in the Genes!
As dog breeders, we engage in genetic “experiments” each time we 
plan a mating. The type of mating selected should coincide with 
your goals. To some breeders, determining which traits will appear 
in the offspring of a mating is like rolling the dice - a combination 
of luck and chance. For others, producing certain traits involves 
more skill than luck - the result of careful study and planning. As 
breeders, we must understand how we manipulate genes within 
our breeding stock to produce the kinds of dogs we want. We 
have to first understand dogs as a species, then dogs as genetic 
individuals.

The species, Canis familiaris, includes all breeds of the domestic 
dog. Although we can argue that there is little similarity between 
a Chihuahua and a Saint Bernard, or that established breeds are 
separate entities among themselves, they all are genetically the 
same species. While a mating within a breed may be considered 
outbred, it still must be viewed as part of the whole genetic pic-
ture: a mating within an isolated, closely related, interbred popula-
tion. Each breed was developed by close breeding and inbreeding 
among a small group of founding canine ancestors, either through 
a long period of genetic selection or by intensely inbreeding 
a smaller number of generations. The process established the 
breed’s characteristics and made the dogs in it breed true.

When evaluating your breeding program, remember that most 
traits you’re seeking cannot be changed, fixed or created in a 
single generation. The more information you can obtain on how 
certain traits have been transmitted by your dog’s ancestors, the 
better you can prioritize your breeding goals. Tens of thousands of 
genes interact to produce a single dog. All genes are inherited in 
pairs, one pair from the father and one from the mother. If the pair 
of inherited genes from both parents is identical, the pair is called 
homozygous. If the genes in the pair are not alike, the pair is called 
heterozygous. Fortunately, the gene pairs that make a dog a dog 
and not a cat are always homozygous. Similarly, the gene pairs 
that make a certain breed always breed true are also homozygous. 
. Therefore, a large proportion of homozygous non-variable pairs 
- those that give a breed its specific standard - exist within each 
breed. It is the variable gene pairs, like those that control color, size 
and angulation, that produce variations within a breed

BREEDING BY PEDIGREE

Outbreeding brings together two dogs less related than the aver-
age for the breed. This promotes more heterozygosity, and gene 
diversity within each dog by matching pairs of unrelated genes 
from different ancestors. Outbreeding can also mask the expres-
sion of recessive genes, and allow their propagation in the carrier 
state. 

Most outbreeding tends to produce more variation within a litter. 
An exception would be if the parents are so dissimilar that they 
create a uniformity of heterozygosity. This is what usually occurs 
in a mismating between two breeds. The resultant litter tends to 
be uniform, but demonstrates “half-way points” between the dis-
similar traits of the parents. Such litters may be phenotypically uni-
form, but will rarely breed true due to the mix of dissimilar genes.

A reason to outbreed would be to bring in new traits that your 
breeding stock does not possess. While the parents may be geneti-
cally dissimilar, you should choose a mate that corrects your dog’s 
faults but phenotypically complements your dog’s good traits. 

It is not unusual to produce an excellent quality dog from an 
outbred litter. The abundance of genetic variability can place all 
the right pieces in one individual. Many top-winning show dogs 
are outbred. Consequently, however, they may have low inbreed-
ing coefficients and may lack the ability to uniformly pass on their 
good traits to their offspring. After an outbreeding, breeders may 
want to breed back to dogs related to their original stock, to in-
crease homozygosity and attempt to solidify newly acquired traits.

Linebreeding attempts to concentrate the genes of a specific 
ancestor or ancestors through their appearance multiple times in a 
pedigree. The ancestor should appear behind more
than one offspring. If an ancestor always appears behind the same 
offspring, you are only linebreeding on the approximately 50 
percent of the genes passed to the offspring and not the ancestor 
itself. It is better for linebred ancestors to appear on both the sire’s 
and the dam’s sides of the pedigree. That way their genes have a 
better chance of pairing back up in the resultant pups. Genes from 
common ancestors have a greater chance of expression when 
paired with each other than when paired with genes from other 
individuals, which may mask or alter their effects.

A linebreeding may produce a puppy with magnificent qualities, 
but if those qualities are not present in any of the ancestors the 
pup has been linebred on, it may not breed true. Therefore, careful 
selection of mates is important, but careful selection of puppies 
from the resultant litter is also important to fulfill your genetic 
goals. Without this, you are reducing your chances of concentrat-
ing the genes of the linebred ancestor. ncreasing an individual’s 
homozygosity through linebreeding may not, however, repro-
duce an outbred ancestor. If an ancestor is outbred and generally 
heterozygous (Aa), increasing homozygosity will produce more AA 
and aa. The way to reproduce an outbred ancestor is to mate two 
individuals that mimic the appearance and pedigree of the ances-
tor’s parents. Inbreeding significantly increases homozygosity, and 
therefore uniformity in itters. Inbreeding can increase the expres-
sion of both beneficial and detrimental recessive genes through 
pairing up.
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by Dr Jerold Bell D.V.M.
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It’s All in the Genes
l If a recessive gene (a) is rare in the population, it will almost 
always be masked by a dominant gene (A). Through inbreeding, 
a rare recessive gene (a) can be passed from a heterozygous (Aa) 
common ancestor through both the sire and dam, creating a ho-
mozygous recessive (aa) offspring. Inbreeding does not create 
undesirable genes, it simply increases the expression of 
those that are already present in a heterozygous state.

Inbreeding can exacerbate a tendency toward disorders controlled 
by multiple genes, such as hip dysplasia and congenital heart 
anomalies. Unless you have prior knowledge of what milder line 
breedings on the common ancestors have produced, inbreeding 
may expose your puppies (and puppy buyers) to extraordinary risk 
of genetic defects. Research has shown that inbreeding depres-
sion, or diminished health and viability through inbreeding is 
directly related to the amount of detrimental recessive genes pres-
ent. Some lines thrive with inbreeding, and some do not.

PEDIGREE ANALYSIS

Geneticists’ and breeders’ definitions of inbreeding vary. A 
geneticist views inbreeding as a measurable number that goes 
up whenever there is a common ancestor between the sire’s and 
dam’s sides of the pedigree; a breeder considers inbreeding to be 
close inbreeding, such as father-to-daughter or brother-to-sister 
matings. A common ancestor, even in the eighth generation, will 
increase the measurable amount of inbreeding in the pedigree. 
The inbreeding coefficient (or Wright’s coefficient) is an estimate of 
the percentage of all the variable gene pairs that are homozygous 
due to inheritance from common ancestors. It is also the average 
chance that any single gene pair is homozygous due to inheri-
tance from a common ancestor. In order to determine whether 
a particular mating is an outbreeding or inbreeding relative to 
your breed, you must determine the breed’s average inbreeding 
coefficient. The average inbreeding coefficient of a breed will vary 
depending on the breed’s popularity or the age of its breeding 
population. A mating with an inbreeding coefficient of 14 percent 
based on a ten generation pedigree, would be considered moder-
ate inbreeding for a Labrador Retriever (a popular breed with a low 
average inbreeding coefficient), but would be considered outbred 
for an Irish Water Spaniel (a rare breed with a higher average 
inbreeding coefficient).

For the calculated inbreeding coefficient of a pedigree to be 
accurate, it must be based on several generations. Inbreeding in 
the fifth and later generations (background inbreeding) often has 
a profound effect on the genetic makeup of the offspring rep-
resented by the pedigree. In studies conducted on dog breeds, 
the difference in inbreeding coefficients based on four versus 
eight generation pedigrees varied immensely. A four generation 
pedigree containing 28 unique ancestors for 30 positions in the 
pedigree could generate a low inbreeding coefficient, while eight 
generations of the same pedigree, which contained 212 unique 
ancestors out of 510 possible ipositions, had a considerably higher 
inbreeding coefficient. What seemed like an outbred mix of genes 
in a couple of generations, appeared as a linebred concentration 
of genes from influential ancestors in extended generations.

Knowledge of the degree of inbreeding in a pedigree does not 
necessarily help you unless you know whose genes are being con-
centrated. The percent blood coefficient measures the relatedness 
between an ancestor and the individual represented by the pedi-
gree. It estimates the probable percentage of genes passed down 
from a common ancestor. We know that a parent passes on an 
average of 50% of its genes, while a grandparent passes on 25%, a 
great-grandparent 12.5%, and so on. For every time the ancestor 
appears in the pedigree, its percentage of passed-on genes can be 
added up and its “percentage of blood” estimated.

In many breeds, an influential individual may not appear 
until later generations, but then will appear so many times 
that it necessarily contributes a large proportion of genes 
to the pedigree. This can occur in breeds, due either prolific an-
cestors (usually stud dogs), or a small population of dogs originat-
ing the breed.

BREEDING BY APPEARANCE

Many breeders plan matings solely on the appearance of a dog 
and not on its pedigree or the relatedness of the prospective 
parents. This is called assortative mating. Breeders use positive 
assortative matings (like-to-like) to solidify traits, and negative 
assortative matings (like-to-unlike) when they wish to correct traits 
or bring in traits their breeding stock may lack.

Some 
individuals 
may share 
desirable 
characteris-
tics, but they 
inherit them 
differently. 
This is espe-
cially true of 
polygenic 
traits, such as 
ear set, bite, 
or length 
of forearm. 
Breeding two
phenotypi-
cally similar 
but geno-
typically 

unrelated dogs together would not necessarily reproduce these 
traits. Conversely, each individual with the same pedigree will not 
necessarily look or breed alike. 

Breedings should not be planned solely on the basis of the pedi-
gree or appearance alone. Matings should be based on a com-
bination of appearance and ancestry. If you are trying to solidify 
a certain trait - like topline - and it is one you can observe in the 
parents and the linebred ancestors of two related dogs, then you 
can be more confident that you will attain your goal.
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GENETIC DIVERSITY

Some breed clubs advocate codes of ethics that discourage line-
breeding or inbreeding, as an attempt to increase breed genetic 
diversity. The types of matings utilized do not cause the 
loss of genes from a breed gene pool. It occurs through 
selection; the use and non-use of offspring. If some breed-
ers line-breed to certain dogs that they favor, and others 
line-breed to other dogs that they favor, then breed-wide 
genetic diversity is maintained.

In a theoretical mating with four offspring, we are dealing with 
four gene pairs. The sire is homozygous at 50% of his gene pairs 
(two out of four), while the dam is homozygous at 75% of her gene 
pairs. It is reasonable to assume that she is more inbred than the 
sire. 

A basic tenet of population genetics is that gene frequencies do 
not change from the parental generation to the offspring. This will 
occur regardless of the homozygosity or heterozygosity of the 
parents, or whether the mating is an outbreeding, linebreeding, or 
inbreeding. This is the nature of genetic recombination. 

There is a lack of gene diversity at the first (olive) gene pair, so that 
only one type of gene combination can be produced: homozy-
gous olive. As the sire is homozygous lime at the third gene pair, 
and the dam is homozygous blue, all ffspring will be heterozygous 
at the third gene pair. Depending on the dominant or recessive 
nature of the blue or lime genes, all offspring will appear the same 
for this trait due to a uniformity of heterozygosity.

If offspring D is used as a prolific breeder, and none of the other 
offspring are bred to a great extent, gene frequencies in the breed 
will change. As dog D lacks the orange gene in the second pair 
and the purple gene in the fourth pair, the frequencies of these 
genes will diminish in the breed. They will be replaced by higher 
frequencies of the red and pink genes. This shifts the gene pool, 
and the breed’s genetic diversity. Of course, dogs have more than 
four gene pairs, and the overuse of dog D to the exception of oth-
ers can affect the gene frequency of thousands of genes. Again, it 
is selection (for example of dog D to the exception of others), and 
not the types of matings he is involved in that alters gene frequen-
cies.

Breeders should select the best individuals from all kennel lines, so 
as to not create new genetic bottlenecks. There is a tendency for 
many breeders to breed to a male; who produced no epileptics in 
matings to several epileptic dams, to an OFA excellent stud, or to 
the top winning dog in the show ring. Regardless of the popular-
ity of the breed, if everyone is breeding to a single studdog, (the 
popular sire syndrome) the gene pool will drift in that dog’s direc-
tion and there will be a loss of genetic diversity. Too much breed-
ing to one dog will give the gene pool an extraordinary dose of his 
genes, and also whatever detrimental recessives he may carry, to 
be uncovered in later

generations. This can cause future breed related genetic disease 
through the founders effect.

Dogs who are poor examples of the breed should not be used 
simply to maintain diversity. Related dogs with desirable qualities 
will maintain diversity, and improve the breed. Breeders should 
concentrate on selecting toward a breed standard, based on the 
ideal temperament, performance, and conformation, and should 
select against the significant breed related health issues. Using 
progeny and sib-based information to select against both poly-
genic disorders and those without a known mode of inheritance 
will allow greater control.

Rare breeds with small gene pools have concerns about genetic 
diversity. What constitutes acceptable diversity versus too re-
stricted diversity? The problems with genetic diversity in purebred 
populations concern the fixing of deleterious recessive genes, 
which when homozygous cause impaired health. Lethal recessives 
place a drain on the gene pool either prenatally, or before repro-
ductive age. They can manifest themselves through smaller litter 
size, or neonatal death. Other deleterious recessives cause disease, 
while not affecting reproduction.

Problems with a lack of genetic diversity arise at the gene locus 
level. There is no specific level or percentage of inbreeding that 
causes impaired health or vigor. It has been shown that some 
inbred strains of animals thrive generation after generation, while 
others fail to thrive. If there is no diversity (non-variable gene pairs 
for a breed) but the homozygote is not detrimental, there is no 
effect on breed health. The characteristics that make a breed re-
produce true to its standard are based on non-variable gene pairs. 
A genetic health problem arises for a breed when a detrimental 
allele increases in frequency and homozygosity.

It’s All in the Genes

                                                                                                                                                43

Ki
m

 F
lo

yd
©



PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Decisions to linebreed, inbreed or outbreed should be made 
based on the knowledge of an individual dog’s traits and those of 
its ancestors. Inbreeding will quickly identify the good and bad 
recessive genes the parents share in the offspring. Unless you have 
prior knowledge of what the pups of milder linebreedings on the 
common ancestors were like, you may be exposing your puppies 
(and puppy buyers) to extraordinary risk of genetic defects. In your 
matings, the inbreeding coefficient should only increase because 
you are specifically linebreeding (increasing the percentage of 
blood) to selected ancestors.

Don’t set too many goals in each generation, or your selective 
pressure for each goal will necessarily become weaker. Geneti-
cally complex or dominant traits should be addressed early in a 
long-range breeding plan, as they may take several generations to 
fix. Traits with major dominant genes become fixed more slowly, 
as the heterozygous (Aa) individuals in a breed will not be readily 
differentiated from the homozygous-dominant (AA) individuals. 
Desirable recessive traits can be fixed in one generation because 
individuals that show such characteristics are homozygous for the 
recessive genes. Dogs that breed true for numerous matings and 
generations should be preferentially selected for breeding stock. 
This prepotency is due to homozygosity of dominant (AA) and 
recessive (aa) genes.

If you linebreed and are not happy with what you have produced, 
breeding to a less related line immediately creates an outbred line 
and brings in new traits. Repeated outbreeding to attempt 
to dilute detrimental recessive genes is not a desirable 
method of genetic disease control. Recessive genes can-
not be diluted; they are either present or not. Outbreeding 
carriers multiples and further spreads the defective gene(s) in 
the gene pool. If a dog is a known carrier or has high carrier risk 
through pedigree analysis, it can be retired from breeding, and 
replaced with one or two quality offspring. Those offspring should 
be bred, and replaced with quality offspring of their own, with the 
hope of losing the defective gene.

Trying to develop your breeding program scientifically can be an 
arduous, but rewarding, endeavor. By taking the time to under-
stand the types of breeding schemes available, you can
concentrate on your goals towards producing a better dog. 

Dr. Bell is director of the Clinical Veterinary Genetics Course for the 
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine and national project 
administrator for numerous genetic disease control programs of 
pure-bred dogs. He performs genetic counseling through Veterinary 
Genetic Counseling and practices small animal medicine in Connecti-
cut. He and his wife breed Gordon Setters. 

Reprinted with permission 2012 
Dr Jerold Bell jerold.bell@tufts.edu

GENETIC CONSERVATION

The perceived problem of a limited gene pool has caused some 
breeds to advocate outbreeding of all dogs. Studies in genetic 
conservation and rare breeds have shown that this practice actual-
ly contributes to the loss of genetic diversity. By uniformly crossing 
all “lines” in a breed, you eliminate the differences between them, 
and therefore the diversity between individuals. This practice in 
livestock breeding has significantly reduced diversity, and caused 
the loss of unique rare breeds. The process of maintaining healthy 
“lines” or families of dogs, with many breeders crossing between 
lines and breeding back as they see fit maintains diversity in the 
gene pool. It is the varied opinion of breeders as to what con-
stitutes the ideal dog, and their selection of breeding stock that 
maintains breed diversity.

The Doberman Pincher breed is large, and genetically diverse. The 
breed has a problem with von Willibrand’s disease, an autosomal 
recessive bleeding disorder. Based on genetic testing, the frequen-
cy of the defective gene is 52.5% (23% normal, 49% carriers and 
28% affected). Therefore, there is diminished genetic diversity in 
this breed at the von Willibrand’s locus. Doberman Pincher breed-
ers can identify carrier and affected dogs, and decrease the defec-
tive gene frequency through selection of normal-testing offspring 
for breeding. By not just eliminating carriers, but replacing them 
with normal-testing offspring, genetic diversity will be conserved.

Dalmatians have a defective autosomal recessive purine metabo-
lism gene that can cause urate bladder stones and crystals, and/or 
a skin disorder called Dalmatian Bronzing Syndrome. All Dalma-
tians are homozygous recessive for the defective gene. At one 
time, the breed and the AKC approved a crossbreeding program 
to a single Pointer, to bring the normal-purine metabolism genes 
into the gene pool. The program was abandoned by the National 
club for several reasons including; concern about the impact of 
other Pointer genes foreign to the Dalmatian gene pool, and unac-
ceptable spotting patterns in the crossbreds. The crossbreeding 
program still exists, and greater than twelve generations from pure 
Pointer influence is producing properly spotted, normal-purine 
Dalmatians. If the breed ever allows these dogs into the gene pool, 
they will have to be concerned about popular sire effects and lim-
ited diversity from using the normal-purine dogs too extensively.

The Akita has several breed-related autoimmune disorders that 
although infrequent, occur at frequencies greater than other 
breeds. These include uveodermatological syndrome, pemphi-
gus, sebaceous adenitis, juvenile arthritis, myasthenia gravis, 
and autoimmune thyroiditis. Research has shown that there is a 
lack of diversity at a major histocompatability gene in the breed, 
with a single allele occurring at a very high frequency. The major 
histocompatability complex is integral to a properly functioning 
immune system. The relationship of this lack of diversity to autoim-
munity is being studied.

It’s All in the Genes
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PATELLAS: 

Patellar Luxation – The patella or kneecap is part of the stifle joint 
and during patella luxation the kneecap will pop out of place. 
Patella luxation can be diagnosed as early as 8 weeks old however 
may not be present at birth but the anatomical deformities that 
cause these are present. There may also be other cause for the 
development of luxations. A patellar examination is done by your 
veterinarian while your Havanese is awake. The luxation could be 
bilateral or unilateral (showing up in either the right or left leg or 
both). There are four grades of patellar luxation, from grade 1 to 
a grade 4. With Havanese that are going to be used in a breeding 
program you would want “Normal” results on both right and left 
legs. Patellar Luxation is considered an inherited disease therefore 
any dogs that have patella luxation should be removed from a 
breeding program. Patella luxation can be checked by your veteri-
narian and results can be sent into OFA for certification. For more 
information visit the OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals) 
website: http://www.offa.org/index.html

THYROID:

Hypothyroidism is a common heritable disease in dogs. This 
condition is caused by a deficiency in thyroid hormone naturally 
produced by the dog’s body, and affects nearly all body systems. 
This deficiency is most commonly caused by immune-mediated 
destruction of the thyroid gland (primary hypothyroidism), or 
rarely, a brain tumor that prevents release of signals sent to the 
thyroid gland (secondary hypothyroidism). Clinical signs of this 
disease are slow in onset, and may range from mild to severe. 
In general, hypothyroid dogs show weight gain, lethargy, metal 
dullness, cold intolerance, scaly dry skin, dry flaky hair/coat, 
excessive shedding, hair loss without itchiness, and recurrent skin 
and ear infections. The skin may also become darkly pigmented 
and thicken over time. Less common signs of hypothyroidism are 
muscle wasting, weakness, slow heartbeat, weak pulses, infertility, 
eye problems, and very rarely stupor or coma.

Treatment of canine hypothyroidism is fairly easy and effective. 
Oral supplementation 
with synthetic L-thyroxine, 
usually twice daily, is very 
effective in reducing or 
eliminating the clinical 
signs. The dog will need 
to be on the medication 
for life, and the blood 
levels should be checked 
periodically to make sure 
that the dose does not 
need to be adjusted. With 
treatment, dogs with 

primary hypothyroidism have an excellent prognosis and a normal 
lifespan. Dogs with secondary hypothyroidism (much rarer) have a 
poor prognosis because the condition is usually caused by a brain 
tumor.

CERF:

CERF stands for Canine Eye Regis-
tration Foundation. 

CERF is dedicated to the elimina-
tion of heritable eye disease in 
purebred dogs through registra-
tion and research. The organiza-

tion was founded by a group of concerned, purebred owners/
breeders who recognized that the quality of their dogs’ lives were 
being affected by heritable eye disease. CERF was then established 
in conjunction with cooperating, board certified, veterinary oph-
thalmologists, as a means to accomplish the goal of elimination of 
heritable eye disease in all purebred dogs by forming a centralized, 
national registry.

The CERF Registry not only registers those dogs certified free of 
heritable eye disease by members of the American College of Vet-
erinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO), but also collects data on all dogs 
examined by ACVO Diplomates. This data is used to form the CERF 
data base, which is useful in researching trends in eye disease and 
breed susceptibility. This data is useful to clinicians and students of 
ophthalmology, and to interested breed clubs, individual breeders, 
and owners of specific breeds.

After the painless examination of the dogs eyes, the A.C.V.O. 
Diplomate will complete the CERF form and indicate any spe-
cific disease(s) found. Breeding advice will be offered based on 
guidelines established for that particular breed by the genetics 
Committee of the A.C.V.O. Bear in mind that CERF and the A.C.V.O. 
are separate, but cooperating entities. The A.C.V.O only provides 
their professional services and expertise to ensure that uniform 
standards are upheld for the certification of dog’s eyes with the 
CERF organization.

If your dog is certified to be free of heritable eye disease, you can 
then send in the completed owner’s copy of the CERF form with 
the appropriate fee

CERF certificae numbers of dogs without permanent identification, 
in the form of microchip, tattoo or DNA profile, will be appended 
with an “N”

Certification is good for 12 months from the date of the eye exam. 
Annual re-examination is recommended.

Regardless of the outcome of the dog’s exam, the research copy of 
the CERF form will be sent to the CERF office at V.M.D.B (Veterinary 
Medical Database) where its information will be entered into the 
research database. This information will be used in generating 
research reports, but the individual dog’s identities will become 
confidential and will never be released.

For more information go to: www.vmdb.org/cerf.HTML
  

CERF - Patellas - Thyroid
 What is currently recommended to be tested for Australian Terriers
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

As far as The Kennel Club’s rules here in the UK are concerned, 
we have several classes in which we can enter our dogs at shows, 
particularly at Ch shows and Breed Club Open Shows. 

Where Open shows are concerned (bearing in mind I said in the 
last Talkabout that Open Shows make up the vast majority of 
shows in the UK), the classification depends wholly on whether the 
show is a breed club Open show or an all-breed Open show.

If the show is a breed club Open show, the classification may well 
consist of anywhere from 14 to 24 classes. The number of classes is 
often high when there are classes for specific colors in the breed, 
such as Pomeranians, where there may be classes for Orange/Or-
ange Sable, one for Black or Cream, etc.

As for general (all-breed) Open shows, these can consist of 80 to 
200 classes with a small number which are bigger events. Breed-
specific classes usually range from 1 to 3 classes. If only one class 
is scheduled, then the class has to be Open for that breed and will 
cover both sexes competing against one another. However, if 3 
classes for a particular breed are scheduled, they usually consist 
of a mixed-sex Junior, Graduate, and Open class. If there are just 
two classes, they are normally a Graduate and an Open class, each 
of which has both sexes competing against one another. Each of 
our seven Groups has 1 or 2 “Any Variety Not Separately Classified” 
classes, where breeds not classified compete against each other, 
likewise, an Any Variety Minor Puppy and/or an AV Puppy class 
where all breeds compete.
When it comes to Ch shows it’s a whole different ball-game!!

Normal classification at Ch shows includes the classes that qualify 
dogs and bitches for Crufts. In order to qualify for Crufts, they must 
be placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd at a Ch show the previous year in the fol-
lowing breed classes:

MINOR PUPPY – for dogs/bitches 6 to 9 months old on the first day 
of the show

PUPPY – for those 6 to 12 months on the first day of the show

JUNIOR - for those 6 to 18 months on the first day of the show
YEARLING (not often scheduled) – for dogs/bitches 12 to 24 
months on the first day of the show

POST GRADUATE – for dogs/bitches that have not won a 
Challenge Certificate or 5 or more First Prizes at Ch shows in Post 
Graduate, Minor Limit, Mid Limit, Limit, or Open, whether restrict-
ed (as to color, etc) or not, at shows where Challenge Certificates 
were offered for the breed

LIMIT – for those that have not become Show Champions under 
Kennel Club regulations or under rules of any governing

body recognized by the KC, or that have won 7 or more first
prizes in all at Ch shows in Limit and Open classes confined to the 
breed, whether restricted or not, at shows where Challenge Certifi-
cates were offered for the breed

OPEN – is for all dogs/bitches of the breed for which the class is 
provided and eligible for entry at the show. (This is the class where 
Champions are entered but if they are, technically, still a Junior or a 
Yearling, they can be entered in the Junior or Yearling class)

VETERAN – is for those over 7 years of age on the first day of the 
show

There are other classes which can be scheduled at Ch and Open 
shows, mainly at breed club Ch and Open shows – such as Maiden, 
Novice, Tyro, Debutante, and Undergraduate, and all or some 
of these can be scheduled. In the case of a breed club Ch show, 
these classes do not qualify for Crufts. They are mainly intermedi-
ate classes scheduled between Junior and Post Graduate and are 
based on the number of first prizes the dog/bitch has previously 
won.  Wins in Puppy classes are not counted when tallying up 
their number of wins to ensure they are eligible for entry in these 
classes. A Graduate class can also be scheduled immediately be-
fore Post Graduate and is dependent on wins in Graduate upwards. 

In the case of the numerically strong breeds, there can be a Minor 
Limit and a Mid Limit class between Post Graduate and Limit. 

A few other classes can also be scheduled, such as Beginners 
(where the dog, the handler, or the owner has not won a First 
Prize), a Brace class for two exhibits of either sex or the same sex 
owned by the same exhibitor, and a Champions class. 
I must say it’s a good many years since I last saw Tyro, Debutante, 
Minor Limit ,and Mid Limit classes at a show. Most present-day 
exhibitors wouldn’t know they exist! 

The ATCGB schedules Novice, Graduate, and a Brace class at our Ch 
show, and our Open show schedules a Novice class.
At Crufts, no dog under the age of 8 months can be shown.  The 
age range for the Special Puppy class is different from all other Ch 
shows in that it is 8 to 14 months on the first day of the show.  Spe-
cial Junior is 8 to 18 months, again on the first day of the show.

In order for dogs/bitches from overseas to be shown at Crufts, they 
must qualify at specifically laid-down Ch shows.
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“Way to go, Foster, you ‘da man!” we excitedly shout as he 
comes out of the Yellow Breeches creek after a swim. 

Swimming, an Australian Terrier? 

Foster (a name suggested by a friend, as we were fostering him 
and it’s an Australian beer) came to us in February 2010 through 
ATR from McKinney, Texas. After several months, Foster had 
bonded with us and our other two dogs.  We decided to adopt him 
and make the relationship permanent.

His “sister,” Megan the Cockapoo, gives him guidance and direc-
tion. After all, isn’t that a diva’s job? And his “brother,” Tucker, a 
fun-loving English Springer Spaniel, is his best friend. They rough-
house and play every day and are always entertaining.  Whenever 
Tucker naps, you’ll find Foster by his side, curled up, head resting 
on Tucker’s back.

While all hasn’t been peaches and cream, it has been an interest-
ing 2+ year journey. At first, Foster jumped at his own shadow and 
ran and hid. He also suffered terribly from allergies. The allergies 
have been resolved with Benadryl and changes to his diet. We 
gave him his space and ever so slowly, he warmed up to the family 
environment. 

We tried several activities with Foster in an effort to get him 
involved with family life and build his confidence. First was obedi-
ence. While he obeyed some commands, others were of the “not 
me, nope, you’ve gotta be kidding “variety. Maybe sometime, but 
for now, obedience is out.

Next was agility, our favorite thing to do with Tucker and Megan. 
Get out the Real Meat treats, tempt him just right, and okay, he’ll 
do that jump.  He knows he’s supposed to be under the ground, so 
since he’s an earth dog by birth, so he’ll give the tunnel a chance. 
Oops, no way, never! no contact obstacles either! It’s tough to find 
a course without A-frames, dog walks, teeters, and tables, so strike 
agility from the list.  

  

This spring, Foster needed surgery for a hematoma in his right ear.  
He injured his left ear during recovery and had to have surgery 
for that one as well. While all this was happening, we were trying 
to get Megan and Tucker interested in swimming for exercise and 
fun. Megan’s reaction was, “Divas don’t get their paws wet.” Tucker 
was a little braver and waded in up to his belly, but no more. The 
whole family, human and canine, was at the Canine Swim Spa near 
our home one day after Foster’s second surgery had healed, and 
we thought, “Why not?” On went the life jacket. With some coaxing, 
Foster went into the water and swam to the other end of the pool. 
After several laps, he turned to Tucker and clearly said, “Hey, you 
with the webbed feet, what’s the big deal? This is a piece of cake!”

The following week at the Yellow Breeches, he had another suc-
cessful outing. After all, it was just a pool with no sides. When he 
came out for the last time, he looked up at us with a smile and said, 
“Get in touch with Michael Phelps. I want to challenge him to the 
100-meter doggy paddle.”

At last, Foster has found his thing. Life with a foster (or a Foster!) is 
always interesting!

Foster Swims
by Max Wagner
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When we think of health--our own or that of our animals--it’s natu-
ral to think of healthcare providers.  In keeping with the “health” 
theme of this issue, The Talkabout staff wanted to speak to vets 
about health care, but in a different way.  What if the clients let 
the vets do the talking for once?  What would the vets want us to 
know or do?  

We interviewed two area practitioners, Kathy Chronister, DVM from 
Thomasville, PA, and Noelle Weeks, DVM from Carlisle, PA.  Here are 
our questions and their answers.

First, tell us a little about yourselves.  Why did you choose this ca-
reer?  What kinds of pets do you have and what do you enjoy doing 
with them?

N.W.:  I became a vet because I decided not to pursue animal behavior 
studies and I wanted to work with animals.  I graduated from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh with a BA in both anthropology and psychology.  I 
attended the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
and graduated with a VMD in 1995.  I prefer medicine to surgery and 
have a leaning towards behavior problems, but would never say that 
I am an expert!  I presently have a Golden, a rescue Yorkie, a mixed 
breed and 3 cats.  I have enjoyed learning the difference between an 
eager-to-please Retriever and the less eager-to-please mixed breed 
and Yorkie.  I love doing anything that allows me to be with my dogs.  I 
have done agility, rally, obedience, freestyle, dock diving, IMPROV, and 
tracking/scent work with them.  All of our dogs have been Dog Scouts.  
That organization is a great way to bond with your dog and learn new 
skills (and get badges).

K.C.:  I have wanted to be a vet ever for as long as I can remember 
and never imagined doing anything else!  I got my bachelor of science 
degree from the College of William and Mary, my master’s from Ship-
pensburg University, and my VMD from the University of Pennsylvania.  
Right now I’m at 17-plus years as a practicing veterinarian.  I have 
4 dogs, a cat , 4 birds, and 2 horses.  In my free time, I enjoy hiking, 
kayaking, and camping with my dogs.  Currently I’m having fun with 
my mixed breed, Nessie, in agility classes.  The dogs go to work with 
me every day, which is great!

If you had free rein to speak to your clients (rather than listen to 
us talk at you!), what would you tell us? For example, what are 
some common “preventable” problems that clients present with?  
Conversely, what do clients do right that you find praiseworthy, 
commendable, you wish more clients did?

N.W.:  I strongly wish all clients would perceive the value of a yearly 
physical examination and weight check.  At least 1/3, if not more, of 
my clients’ dogs have weight problems, which lead to health problems 
and have been proven to shorten a dog’s life span.  On a daily basis, I 
discuss weight control. 

One other problem I find with all clients is trying to define what pain 
looks like in their pet.  This is a very hard state to define, as it changes 
from one pet to another depending on their tolerance.  Too often, 
owners just think their pet is “slowing down,” or they don’t notice the 
early signs of pain.  This is true for those who compete in dog activities 
unless it is a timed event.  Dogs rarely complain about any discomfort

they may have.  We now have better options to help dogs control their 
pain safely.  If owners don’t know how to evaluate their dog or even 
bring up their concerns with us, then we vets can’t try to localize the 
source of the discomfort and come up with ways to help (drugs, rest, 
rehab, laser treatments, etc).  

So this brings me to what clients do right:  Those who bring their 
dogs into the office when they “just aren’t acting right” are wonderful 
because they recognize very early when their dog is “off.”  These are 
my favorite clients.  They usually spend more money trying to find the 
source of the problem, but because they are so bonded to their dogs, 
that is less of an issue for them than for other clients.

K.C:  Things for all good dog owners to know about and do include 
training, exercise requirements, nutrition and weight management, 
knowing your breed, appropriate vaccinations and deworming, and 
dental issues.  These are in no particular order but all are things my 
staff and I try to discuss with every new dog owner.  We target people 
with new puppies especially, to make sure that they get their new pets 
off to a good start.  

Knowing the breed is something else I wish pet owners would consid-
er.  For example, if their idea of the perfect pet is a dog that’s content 
to lie by their feet every night, they probably won’t be happy with a 
border collie.  If they’re serious outdoor types, then a toy breed might 
not be the best choice for them.  My staff and I take every opportunity 
to educate pet owners in any way we can.  

On a side note, it’s surprising how often routine health visits almost 
always lead to discussions about behavior problems.  We discuss 
health care, of course, and sometimes there are physical problems, 
but almost always the clients bring this up during an annual visit.  It’s 
unfortunate that so many people think their dogs need to be on medi-
cations for behaviors that can be worked through by patience and 
training.  For example, we see people who have never handled their 
dogs’ feet while they were young and now bring them to us for simple 
nail trims because “my dog won’t let me do that.”  Others say, “I can’t 
take my dog anywhere because he barks constantly at everything!”  
What’s sad are those who have started families but didn’t think about 
integrating their pets into family life.  Now they see behaviors that 
frustrate or frighten them and they think the answer is to find the dog 
a new home.  So many issues that clients perceive as big problems can 
be dealt with through training and management, as well as activities 
like agility or obedience, where the dog has to use its brain.  Exercise is 
important, activities like walking and ball playing are great, but dogs 
need intellectual stimulation.  Animal behavior is something that I 
enjoy learning about and I’m happy to discuss this with clients.

What’s your opinion on vaccinations?

N.W.:  I believe in vaccinations.  They are meant to protect not only 
individual animals, but also the dog population in general.  Parvo 
and distemper are still are out there, and outbreaks can and do occur.  
These diseases still kill animals.  Immunity for parvo and distemper is 
probably 3 years, but in some areas, leptospirosis is now recognized 
as an even bigger problem.  The vaccine for this bacterial disease only 
has 1 year of protection and needs to protect for at least 4 serovars 
(types of lepto).  It can also be spread to humans, and can be fatal to 
dogs and people alike.  And of course, Lyme disease is highly preva-
lent in our area. There is controversy over vaccinating for Lyme, but I
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Do you have any particular opinions or comments on nutrition and 
its role in canine health?

K.C.:  Of course, nutrition is as important for a dog’s health as it is for 
our own.  Each dog has slightly different dietary needs, so I do not rec-
ommend one particular diet for every dog.  Rather, I suggest several 
different good-quality diets and let the owners choose which ones to 
try.  However, I am not a fan of raw diets.  I love the new emphasis on 
good quality meat protein and healthier starches, fruits and veggies, 
but COOK the meat.  Dogs can get E. coli and salmonella infections 
and sometimes pass those to us.  Cooked meat is simply safer for our 
pets to eat.

N.W.:  There are a lot of options out there and a lot of convincing ad-
vertising!  Ultimately, owners need to feed something that helps their 
dog maintain their optimal weight and health, so there is no perfect 
food for every dog.  And I have euthanized 17-year-old dogs that have 
eaten Purina Dog Chow their entire lives and never seen a vet until the 
end.  There is enough about veterinary nutrition that we don’t under-
stand to make any blanket statements.  I do think that the veterinary 
prescription diets are a great addition to the treatment options that 
we have, especially now that [pet food] companies are addressing 
orthopedic issues.

Do you think pet insurance is a good option for pet owners?

N.W.:  Pet insurance at this point, to my understanding, is only 
between the dog owner and the insurance company.  There is no pay-
ment directly to the vet’s office, and our staff will fill out pet insurance 
forms for clients.  There is no legislation [regulating] companies selling 
pet insurance, so I tell clients to do research.  Find out if they have 
exclusions for pre-existing conditions, if wellness visits and preventa-
tive medicine are covered (they should be), and whether they cover 
rehabilitation.

K.C.:  I don’t have a strong opinion on this.  I think insurance is good 
if you can’t afford to treat an unexpected illness or trauma.  The pre-
miums usually balance out so that most people don’t save anything 
on routine preventative care, but are certainly in a better position if 
emergencies occur.

What would you tell young people who might be interested in a 
career as a veterinarian, vet tech, canine physical therapist, or 
other pet healthcare provider?  It seems that with all the veterinary 
specialties that there are nowadays, there are more opportunities 
than there used to be.

N.W.:  The most important thing for anyone who wants to enter the 
world of veterinary care is to have a good understanding of what 
“normal” consists of.  What is normal behavior?  What is a normal gait?  
What does normal dog poop look like?  It is only by understanding 
the healthy and normal that you can better identify the unhealthy and 
abnormal.

K.C.:  Whatever your choice…  choose a career doing something 
you care about.  There is no better reward!

would rather try to prevent this disease, knowing that there are vac-
cinations that have not been shown to cause adverse reactions.  It is 
important for clients to talk with their us about their dog’s level of risk 
for various diseases and determine what vaccinations are important 
for their situation.

I’d like to point out that people who are active in dog events are at a 
higher risk of exposing their dogs to disease.  In general, these own-
ers are less likely to vaccinate due to past bad publicity, and at these 
events, dogs from different geographic areas congregate in high 
concentrations, usually in stressful environments.  Everyone’s dogs 
are walking in areas where others have urinated and defecated, which 
increases the risk for disease transmission.  Local dog parks are also 
unfortunately perfect for spreading infectious diseases.  

K.C.:  I agree entirely.  You only have to see one case of distemper, 
parvo, or rabies to know that vaccines are well worth doing.  I do not 
want to overvaccinate; all adult canine rabies and distemper vaccines 
are effective for three years and for some dogs, we will titer after three 
years to confirm immunity.  I also do not vaccinate for everything, only 
those diseases that are prevalent in my practice area, but vaccines are 
IMPORTANT.

We’re a mobile society, much more so than when all of us were 
growing up, and people relocate for jobs, retirement, family issues, 
etc.  How might someone who is moving to a new location learn 
about vets and decide where to go for care?  What kinds of ques-
tions would be good to ask?

N.W.:  That’s a 
hard ques-
tion!  I guess 
an important 
question to 
ask as soon as 
you move is, 
“Where can 
I find emer-
gency care?”  
If there are 
local vets who 
provide emer-
gency service after hours, this may be a better choice for vet care, but 
most clients look for vets based on convenience of location.  Clients 
have asked me this and, unless I personally know a vet in the area, I tell 
them to ask people where they will be living.  I think a reference from 
satisfied clients is the best way to learn about vet care.  But everyone 
should have a phone number and location for emergency services.

K.C.:  Yes, do ask friends, neighbors, and coworkers.  And yes, it’s im-
portant to find an emergency vet.  I agree that personal recommenda-
tions are still the most reliable way to find a good veterinary practice.  
Internet sites are commonly used and this is great, but not all sites 
are always accurate.  Ask questions that matter to you.  Do you prefer 
a busier multi-doctor practice that can better accommodate your 
busy schedule or a smaller practice that is more personal?  How many 
years has the doctor/practice been there?  Does the practice have any 
specialty areas?  Does it look and smell clean?  Is the staff professional?  
Do they offer emergency care?  The list goes on.
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ATCA member Joan Holbert passed away in August 2012 from 
complications related to diabetes.

Joan  fell in love with Australian Terriers in 1969 while living in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Joan and Bob went to look at Schnauzers 
and came home with their first Aussie, McGuffey. The family moved 
to Ohio, where Joan became interested  in  obedience with her 
second Aussie, UCD Dinky Di Sugar’n Spice CDX CGC ( 1990-2003). 
Molly (Tak-A-Chance Molly By Golly, CD, RA, Therapy Dog, CGC) was 
introduced to the family in 1998.  

Molly was the first Aussie to acquire an ATCA Versatility Award 
based on Therapy Dog certification.
 
Joan was a trainer, registrar, and director with the Clermont County 
( Ohio)  Dog Club  for many years  and was a member of the Delta 
Society. She took Molly to various places as a Therapy dog to bring 
joy and healing. Joan and Molly also participated in the R.E.A.D. 
program with children.

Joan asked that donations be made to Australian Terrier Rescue in 
lieu of flowers.

For her complete obituary go to:

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/cincinnati/obituary.
aspx?pid=158888497#fbLoggedOut

Dear Australian Terrier Rescue:

I was sitting here at work today and someone mentioned the 
Westminster Dog Show and I went online to look at the winners.  I 
was particularly interested in seeing the best of breed for the 
Aussie. 

You see, I, too, rescued my darling Petey almost 5 years ago.  I live 
in Massachusetts and he was at a local humane society.  I swear the 
minute we looked at each other we were bonded for life.  I knew 
when I took one look at him that he would be one of the greatest 
loves of my life.  

Aussies are the most loving, sweet, wonderful dogs I have ever 
had the pleasure of spending time with.  Petey has been through 
so much with me in the short time I’ve had him.  He has remained 
forever faithful and loving to me (his Mommy).  

 

I just wanted to share my story with you because I love him so 
much.  I used to tell people I love him so much it hurts but people 
started thinking I was nuts.  He is my baby.  I have no children of 
my own and don’t plan to so to me, he’s my baby.  I look at his face 
and think of all the times he’s been there for me no matter what 
and it brings tears to my eyes.  He will be 7 in May and I pray to God 
to give me many many more wonderful years with this most awe-
some creature.  He makes my life truly worth living.

I felt compelled to write to you today.  A lot of tragedy has gone 
on in my life over the past few years and he’s been there every step 
of the way.  I just wanted to share more of the joy of knowing an 
Aussie.  They are blessed little babies sent from Heaven to actually 
rescue us... not the other way around.

 - Kimberley Drown
   PROUD Aussie MOM

Australian Terrier Rescue
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Australian Terrier Rescue

Rosie  
Adopted in July 2012

Buddy
Adopted in July 2012

Jack
Adopted in July 2012
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Jimmy
Adopted in July 2012



CH Blue Moon Outrageous Fortune RA
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Celeste Platte & Sherry Cooper
GCH CH Aka Inu Babu Apu
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti & Shari Boyd & Marsha Gray
Owner: Wendy Wood & Kim Occhiuti
GCH CH Aristas Rocky Mountain High
Breeder: Pam Levy
Owner: Pam Levy
Marble Arch The Swagman NAP NFP
Breeder: Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban 
Owner:  Bruce Dobson & Devorah Sperber 

June 2012

CH Aussome Derringer CD RE
Breeder: Michelle Bell & Sabine Baker
Owner: Diana Wilkie & Michelle Bell
CH Kambara’s Santivo
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd 
CH Marble Arch The Corner Man
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Sandra Weigle
Ch Shastakin Killara Larrikin Reduproar
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner: Anne McGroarty & Esther Krom
CH Temora I Should Cocoa!
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Carol Arnold
CH Twee-Dle-Dee My Boy Lollipop
Breeder: Carin Sandahl & Roger Sandahl
Owner:  Sheila Dunn
MACH2 Greyrock On The Edge UD VER RE MXG MJB2 XF
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High BN RA NA NAJ
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
Roachan’s Kayi Drifting Snow RA
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner:  Scott McSwain
Greyrock Mister Chief RN
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
Breeder: Elaine Strid
Owner: Linda DeMartine & Elaine Strid
CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di SE 
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
Selendia Joint Venture CD RAE2 MX MXJ MJS OAP OJP NF
Breeder: Pia Lindqvist & Tom Lindqvist
Owner: Sally Dunn
CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di SE CA
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles from January 2012 to June 2012. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                              April 2012

CH Abq Cimina Christhill CD GN RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
CH Christhill Morongo
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
CH Dreamweaver’s Rebel Yell 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver 
Owner: Lisa weaver
CH Feathertop Kitt N Caboodle
Breeder: R J Bushey & Kenneth Goesch
Owner: Nancy Goesch & Kenneth Goesch
Marble Arch Just For A Thrill OA OAJ NF
Breeder: Sandra Weigle 
Owner:  Devorah Sperber & Bruce Dobson
GCH CH Akiba’s Southern Exposure
Breeder: Janet Maas & Joan Bailey & Sandy Hodges
Owner:  Kim Floyd
Marble Arch The Swagman NFP
Breeder: Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban 
Owner:  Bruce Dobson & Devorah Sperber 
CH Samabel Jersey Boy
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner:  Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
CH P.S. Roxbury Christhill CDX RA 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 

                                           May 2012

CH Benways Super Trooper At Touchstone
Breeder: Phil Benway
Owner:  Kendall Liga & Michael Liga
CH Rebelglen Card Shark
Breeder: John Davidson
Owner:  Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
CH Samabel’s All About Fashion
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner:  Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
CH Shastakin Sky Dancer
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner:  Esther Krom
CH Blue Moon Mytimes They R A-Changn’  CD BN RE
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Celeste Platte & Sherry Cooper
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXJ OF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Mark McGrath
CH Dreamtime’s Kiss Me Kate RN
Breeder: Sherrill Yates & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
Tasmanian Terror American Beauty RN THD 
Breeder: Mary Mead & Pay Maynard 
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt
CH Abq Candelaria Christhill CD BN RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen & Mary Abbott
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXJ OF
MACH Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB MJB
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXJ
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy AX AXJ ME EE   
Abq Kacy Christhill AX MXJ OF
MACH2 Greyrock On The Edge UD VER RE MXG MJB2 XF
CH Redwing Its All About Me TD MX MXJ NAP NJP 
Greyrock Soaring To Heaven CD BN GN RA MX MXJ NF
 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
7 
8

     

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon         
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dustbuster   
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master 
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip 
GCH CH Benayr Blue Danube 
GCH CH Temora Taint She Sweet
GCH CH Wild West’s Double Cat

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon 
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip   
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 
           CH Marble Arch The Corner Man   
GCH CH Dreamtime’s Latin Lover 
           CH Temora Ri Diercc

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

    Jan 1, 2012 to July 31st, 2012*
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 Celebrate Australian Terriers 
Every Day!  
Aussies are simply the best 
companions ever! Australian Terriers 
are sneaky and smart, opinionated and 
dedicated. They certainly have minds 
of their own but they are also fiercely 
loyal and loving. Celebrate your love of 
Australian Terriers every day when 
you buy this wonderful calendar. Make 
your check payable in U.S. funds to 
the ATCA and mail along with your 
completed order form to:  
Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA  
255 N. El Cielo Rd., Ste 140-274  
Palm Springs, CA, 92262-6974, USA.

Or use Paypal – AustralianTerrier.org

Aussies are the Best! I must have the 2013 ATCA 
Calendar!

Name :

Street :

City :

State Zip Country:

Email address (in case of questions about your order):

All Prices include Shipping & Handling 
United States: 
1 Calendar $17.50, 2 Calendars $33.90 or 3 Calendars $50.95 

Canada: 
1 Calendar $17.50, 2 Calendars $33.90 or 3 Calendars $50.95 

Countries other than US or Canada: 
1 Calendar $22.50, 2 Calendars $38.50 or 3 Calendars $55.95 

If you would like a larger quantity than shown, please email 
atca.calendar@comcast.net for rates. 

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Thank you for supporting the Australian Terrier Club of America! 
 





The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org
 

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977
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