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WOW what a great publication you produce!   I am sending 
this to my breed clubs (Boston Terrier Club of America and 
Poodle Club of America) to see this wonderful publication! 
Looks like you put a lot of time, effort and love into it and I am 
so impressed!  I am especially impressed with so much con-
tent on natural health!    Kudos!  
 - Dr Jeannie Thomason

Thank You Dr Thomason, for contributing to our publication!
 - Julie

Thanks for sending the issue.  It certainly has many worth-
while articles in it, and I am impressed!
 - Lydia Coleman Hutchinson

The Talkabout looks fantastic.  I can’t wait to get my printed 
copy.  I am especially interested in reading the articles about 
food.
I was disappointed that Toni was not listed in the New Title 
section for the NA title that she completed in July.  Wondering 
was her name accidently missed?  Or was it missing from the 
report from AKC?
 - Diane Cahill

Diane, Toni’s win was not in the AKC report sent to me for 
July’s wins. I am more than happy to put up her certificate that 
you sent to me. - Julie
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The newsletter is great!  I can’t wait to digest every page.  
Wonderful information and beautiful pictures/layout.
 - Dorothy Dixon

Now I know why I so look forward to each issue. You once 
again outdid yourself. Great Job!
 - Darlene Evans

The NL is absolutely fabulous!!!!!  What a pleasure to read!!!
 - Sandra

OMG – what a great issue!
 - Kim Floyd

Wonderful job on the Talkabout!!!
 - Jeri Leu

What a beautiful newsletter!  You have really put together 
something new and very special.  Keep up the great work!
 - Regards, Diane

Wonderful job. Can hardly wait for my hard copy.
 - Marilyn
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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

                           Happy Aussie New Year to everyone! Even  
                           though it is already February by our Aussie  
                           calendars, I wanted to greet everyone and  
                           wish you a great year. First, I would like to  
                           thank everybody for their votes of confidence.  
                           As the new president, I have big shoes to fill  
                           based on the great ones we have had. Our  
                           past presidents, all friends, have all been 
very supportive and helpful and I am grateful for their offers of 
guidance. 

Many thanks and kudos go to the outgoing president, Marilyn 
Harban. Her service has been exemplary and I am so grateful 
she has agreed to be recording secretary this year. The club 
and the board is the better for her dedication over the years. 
We also owe a debt of gratitude to our outgoing recording 
secretary, Sherrill Yates; her professionalism and attention 
to detail made her service outstanding. Our departing board 
member, Heather Rife, our effervescent member education 
chair, deserves our thanks as well.

This past year has seen a number of major accomplishments. 
Many thanks to our treasurer, Kreg Hill, and his committee for 
their successful effort to establish the 501(c)3 tax status for 
the Aussie Trust. Now your donations to benefit health and 
education initiatives will be tax deductible. 

The 2012 slate of officers and board members continues 
our tradition of dedicated Aussie lovers, new and old faces, 
bringing many different talents, skills, and abilities to the table. 
I think I can speak for all of us in saying we look forward to 
working together and advancing the club’s progress and com-
municating with and serving all members.

What a great club we have become. I have been a member 
since 1968 and in the past, served on the board for many 
years prior to my recent service. Thinking about the early 
years, I would like to say we have come so far in terms of 
communication, accessibility, and inclusiveness for all  
members.  

With that goal in mind, you will see continued improvements to 
the website and the newly redesigned newsletter to improve 
communications, encourage participation by all members in 
the programs available, and increase transparency in club 
operations.  To cite just one example, many of you may have 
noticed the changes to the first page of the website: pictures 
of puppies and dogs doing all the things Aussies do. These 
changes started from discussions among some of us about 
how the website has to educate the general public as well as 
appeal to the members. We need to show the general public 
what a great breed we have and educate people who want to 
see them and learn whether the Aussie is the breed for them.
 

The webmaster, Kerrie Bryan, and breeder referral chair, 
Sandra Weigle, both said, “That’s what we were thinking,” so 
they went  about changing the page, adding those great pic-
tures. It has already gotten compliments from another club on 
how well the breed is displayed and how nice the site looks. 
There will be more changes, with the goal of having more 
club information for the members, such as awards programs 
available for easy reference.

We have a fun year ahead with the 2012 National Specialty 
coming up in June in St. Louis, Missouri, and the 2013 
National in January in Palm Springs, California. Yes, that is 
soon after the blast we had at Montgomery County Kennel 
Club, but sometimes, that is how the offers come in and my 
hat is off to those who volunteer to chair these wonderful 
events.  Money is tight these days and it can be difficult to  
attend, but the opportunities for learning, bonding, and fun 
will be priceless. 

We want to encourage communication among officers, board 
members, and general members. Please feel free to tell us 
what you think.  Tell us your ideas and suggestions, what you 
want to see done. We are the ATCA, all of us, and we 
are all dedicated to the betterment of the Australian Terrier 
and the club. I am proud of our club and look forward to a 
bright future for the Australian Terrier and the ATCA.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban
February 1. 2012 

2011 (for 2012) ATCA Annual Election Results:  

President:     Alexa Samarotto
Vice President:    Kim Occhiuti
Recording Secretary:    Marilyn Harban
Corresponding Secretary: Michael Palazzo
Treasurer:     Kreg Hill
AKC Delegate:     Bill Christensen

Directors 2011-2012
Ann Roache
Jeanne Popovits
Carol Sazama
Kathy Huebing 

Directors 2012-2013
Eva Campbell
Grace Cartwright
Thalia Rott
Teresa Schreeder

Membership Updates – New Members
Susan Jacobsen
21 Wood St.
Katonah, NY  10536
914-245-8679
suanja@optonline.net
Membership Corrections for Roster
Sandra Weigle - smweigle@yahoo.com

Board Actions since Last Talkabout:
1.   Board approved Carl Holder, Head Teller, Beaumont  
      Unit, National Association of Parliamentarians, to be the  
      designated individual/professional firm to receive and  
      count the Membership Ballots for the AKC Delegate  
      Position Challenge.  
2.   Board approved two supported entries for Great Western  
      to be held 6-23-12 & 6-24-12.  Liaison for these shows is  
      Eve Steele.
3.   Board approved submission of amended Awards  
      Guidelines.  These will be put up on the Club website.  
4.   Board created and approved travel form for any person  
      planning on attending an ATCA function on behalf of the  
      Club and a Expense Request  form for requesting  
      reimbursement of funds occurred during travel.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report
Mike Palazzo

1st Quarter 2012 Activity

•  Received inquiry from a family about meeting Aussies at   
 the WKC show. Advised them of the benched show  
 format, how to determine breed ring and time, and where  
 they might  meet Australian Terriers and their owners/ 
 handlers at the Garden.

• Received inquiry from a non-member seeking training 
resources for their Aussie rescue in New York City. Gave 
name of reputable trainer and local companion dog train-
ing facility with recommendation from an ATCA member.

• Received two Aussie Store inquiries regarding merchan-
dise concerns and questions. Referred to ATCA store-
keeper.

• Received AKC correspondence regarding AKC Lifetime 
Achievement award nominations and an AKC legislative 
alert concerning a proposal to change all dog “owner” or-
dinance references to “guardian” in the State of Maryland. 
Copied to Recording Secretary.  
Alert copied to Webmaster.

• Received a request from the German Pinscher Club of 
America for advice/recommendations from the ATCA JE 
Committee on forming a new Judge’s Education program. 
Responded and referred to JE Chair.

•  Received a request from a judge applicant seeking  
 education materials. Responded and referred to JE  
 Chair.

• Received a request from the Australian Terrier Club of 
Finland for recent USA breed registration data. Respond-
ed and copied to President and Recording Secretary for 
further action.

• Made inquiry of the AKC per President requesting further 
clarification of the new AKC breed report format and fee 
schedule.

4th Quarter 2011 Activity

Following discussion at the annual ATCA board meeting, a 
letter from the ATCA was sent to the president of Australian 
Terrier Rescue recommending that ATR amend their by-laws 
and assume responsibility for appointing their own board of 
directors.
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The AusTTrust recently received a most generous bequest from the Estate of Jerry and Nedra Adams. 
Jerry and Nedra were long time members and friends of ATCA 

as well as devoted owners and breeders of Aussies. Their deaths were a huge loss for our Club. 
Their friendship and generosity will never be forgotten.



Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER    
 
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q4 2011    
     
Animal                                                           Date    New / Update   CHIC #           Reg #                   Owner

8                                                                                               

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT

CA- DM 10yo
Benign Mammary Tumor 14.5yo
Co- Liver Tumor 11yo
PA- Gallbladder Infection

LONGEVITY REPORT

CA-Heart attack 11yo
Hemangiosarcoma 11yo
CO- Old age 16yo
NC- Thyroid Cancer
NJ- Cushings/Heart Attack 13.5 yo
AZ DM  age unknown
State unknown - DM

Aka Inu Azucena Firewalker 12/14/2011 NEW 77454 RN13823002 Grace Cartwright/Kim Occhiuti
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Keep our Aussies Healthy

Complete the 2012 Health Survey!

To complete the survey go to: 
www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html

Please complete a form for EACH of your dogs.
 
If you have any questions please contact: 
Teresa Schreeder/ ATCA Chair of the Health Committee 

http://www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html
http://www.offa.org/surveys/survey_austerrier.html
mailto:pete128%40earthlink.net?subject=pete128%40earthlink.net


The December delegate meeting was held in Orlando, FL on 
December 16, 2011 with committee meetings taking place the 
preceding day.  I attended the Delegate meeting and Heath 
Committee meeting, but was unable to attend the Parent Club 
Committee (PCC) or other Committee meetings as I was assist-
ing a fellow delegate at an unexpected emergency room visit.

The Health Committee (HC) meeting was active with a variety of 
topics under discussion including the following:

• Breeder of Merit Program – AKC along with HC have met to 
revisit the health screening requirements off the Breeder of 
Merit program.  Apparently a letter is in process that will be 
sent to all parent clubs soliciting them for their requirements 
on health screenings.  

• Global Health Initiatives – The HC monitors what is happen-
ing globally with health and pure bred dogs.  The latest is 
that The Kennel Club (UK) has adopted an estimated breed-
ing value program called Mate Select which will assign a 
value when you plan a breeding between to registered dogs.  
Its basis is primarily the inbreeding coefficient (COI) which 
we breeders know is not the only basis on which to make a 
breeding decision.  

• AKC Staff Liaisons – AKC Staff liaisons at committee meet-
ings were removed abruptly at the September delegate 
meeting.  These individuals serve an important role at some 
meetings (e.g., Standing Rules, Field Trial & Hunting) and a 
smaller role at others (e.g., Health).  The Bylaws Committee 
drafted an amendment to Article VI Section II which would 
put the responsibility for determining staff and board liaison 
attendance parameters into the hands of the delegate com-
mittees and not with AKC.  The Bylaws Committee asked 
each delegate committee for a show of support.  The HC 
polled its members and voted against the Bylaw amendment.

• Veterinary Outreach – Deb Bonnefant, who was previously in 
charge of this, was laid off along with a number of individual 
across AKC.   Suggestions were made as to how to continue 
AKC outreach to veterinary schools. One suggestion was to 
have dog clubs sponsor student ambassadors via scholar-
ship to promote purebred dogs.  IPhone and Droid apps for 
finding an AKC approved vet was discussed as well.  An in 
process outreach tool is in discussion at Tufts Veterinary 
School it s intent is to develop a course on pure bred dogs.

• Future Perspectives Articles – Perspectives is a delegate 
newsletter and any one can contribute an article.  The HC 
plans on future articles on egg collection and humane trans-
portation of dogs, with regard to shelter transporting dogs for 
adoption and communicable diseases.

• National Canine Research Council was discussed as a valu-
able resource the canine-human bond.   
Its link is nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com   
Currently (1/25/12) there is a video interview with  
Australian Terrier owner Amy Marder VMD online.

This delegate meeting had a lot of meaningful content from the 
moratorium on the licensing of new dog clubs, to AKC leases to 
the candidate speeches for the next class of board of directors.  

As far as the moratorium goes, the latest is as follows.  The mora-
torium was lifted with restrictions specific to specialty clubs, group 
clubs and all breeds that restrict new clubs in saturated areas and 
permit new clubs to form in under-served areas (Division must 
have 4 open show weekends and 300-mile restriction remains in 
place). The divisions were realigned based on the data collected 
in order to allow a more equitable opportunity for majors. These 
changes restrict the formation of new clubs where needed and 
allow growth in under-served areas. (AKC Delegate Meeting 
Transcript December 2011)

The discussion on the AKC lease arrangement for the NYC office 
was very informative and something the delegate body has been 
grumbling about for ages.  AKC basically discussed their cost-
benefit analysis and their final conclusion is to keep the NY office 
and investigate the combining of the NYC and Raleigh office 
comprehensively in 2016.  They based this decision on multiple 
factors including the cost differential between Raleigh space and 
NYC which amounts NYC costing an additional $430K per year.  
This cost difference does not offset the benefit of approximately 
$9.7 million of cost-free press exposure that AKC gains from be-
ing in the NY market.  Other benefits include having a second site 
for in case of disaster and continuity of business processes which 
may result from the loss of personnel due to the location move.

The candidate speeches and the question and answer in the 
Forum prior to the meeting showcased both delegates known 
and unknown to me.  I was duly impressed with a number of the 
candidates. The candidates are: Patricia Cruz, William Feeney, 
Thomas Powers, John Ronald, Robert Schroll, Larry Sorensen 
and Lynn Worth-Smith.  

Only one vote was taken while a number of important amend-
ments were read to be voted on in March 2012.  The vote was 
to eliminate the prohibition of one who is employed by a dog 
food, dog remedy, etc. company from being a delegate.  The 
amendment was not approved so the prohibition still stands.  The 
amendment to award a 3-point major at one parent club national 
specialty a year to RWD and RWB if there is a 5-point major 
was brought forward again.  Our parent club is in favor of this so 
hopefully it will be approved in March.  A second group of amend-
ments all pertaining to the group realignment were read and while 
there is no effect to the Terrier group, it does affect many other 
parent clubs so one must appreciate the opinion of those breeds 
affected.

In conclusion, the December meeting was an important meeting 
with AKC sharing information regarding the NYC lease  
proactively and with the abundance of material for March’s meet-
ing including the board vote, Reserve 3-point major at a National 
and the group realignment.  The meeting ended with the sharing 
of two really positive Public Service Announcements which Willie 
Nelson recorded for AKC and AKC-CHF.  I hope you get to hear 
them; they are the result of the good work of AKC directors, Lee 
Arnold and Alan Kalter.

I thank you all for allowing me to serve as your delegate for 
the past ten years, it has truly been a pleasure and I will miss it 
sorely.  I wish my successor, Bill Christensen all the best.

December 2011 Delegate Meeting   
- Kim Occhiuti, ATCA Delegate
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The Australian Terrier Trust (AusTTrust) was established on April 15, 2011 
by the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. (ATCA). 

It has a tax exempt status under section 501c3 and approved by the Internal Revenue Service on 
August 13, 2011.  Contributions are deductible under section 170 of the code. 

We are a public charity.

The purpose of the Trust shall be to promote the welfare of the Australian Terrier breed and 
shall be accomplished by, but not limited to, the following:
•	  Support canine medical research with an emphasis on health issues that affect Australian  

     Terriers,
•	 Promote	education	on	the	proper	care,	treatment,	breeding,	health,	development	and	 
          training of Australian Terriers, and
•	 Foster	and	promote	the	public’s	knowledge	and	appreciation	of	dogs	in	general	and	 
          Australian Terriers in particular.

There will be seven Trustees:
Three (3) of the Trustees shall be the ATCA Treasurer, Health Committee Chairman and Pub-
lic Education Committee Chairman.
Two (2) ATCA Board members will be appointed by the ATCA Board.
Two (2) ATCA Members-at-Large will be elected from the ATCA membership as Trustees.  
The two ATCA Members-at-Large 

The Trustees shall elect a Chairman and Secretary.  The ATCA Treasurer will serve as Treasurer of the Trust.  
Currently acting as the Trustees are Kreg B. Hill, Chairman with Marilyn Harban, Teresa Schreeder, Sandra Weigle, & 
Sherrill Yates until the new Board of Directors approve new Trustees.  These hard working club members were on the 
Long Term Planning Committee whose efforts made our long awaited AusTTrust a reality.  
As Chairman, I want to thank them for all their hard work.

The main responsibilities of the Trustees are to solicit funds and donations for health and educational purposes and to 
review requests for the allocation of funds which have been presented to the Trustees for their approval.  The allocation of 
funds may be requested from the Health and Education Committees or any member of the ATCA.  The Board of Direc-
tors of ATCA will review all requests for allocations and forward their recommendations to the Trustees.

If you are interested in becoming one of the initial Members-at-Large Trustees to be appointed by the ATCA Board of 
Directors and serve until our next election, please send your résumé with any past fund raising experience, including why 
you would like to serve the ATCA as an AusTTrust Trustees, to Kreg Hill- kreg@kreghill.com or 760-320-3922.  

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to ask.

Australian Terrier Trust
(AusTTrust)

mailto:kreg%40kreghill.com?subject=kreg%40kreghill.com


ATCA Awards 

Guidelines

ATCA Awards are complimentary and are for members only.
•	 In the case of co-ownership in performance and companion events, the handler of the dog must be an ATCA member.  

For conformation awards, the award will be made to the member whose name is listed first on the registration.
•	 The title applied for must have been acquired after the person becomes an ATCA member.
•	 Additional plaques and title bars may be ordered and paid for by written request to the Awards Chair, accompanied by 

payment.  
•	 All title awards must be applied  for by the member to the Awards Chair  and the AKC certificate must accompany the 

request.
•	 Awards must be applied for within 24 months of the title date.  Awards are retroactive beginning January 1, 2010.

Dog Performance Awards

•	 The award for conformation and individual companion and performance titles is a wooden plaque with the Club logo and 
the member’s name.  The dog’s name and title and date will be on a gold adhesive bar to be added to the plaque.  A 
member may purchase a second wooden plaque when the first one has been filled.

                   
Other Members Awards listed below have their own guidelines listed individually by title.

•	 ROM award is a certificate.             
•	 Versatility Award is a wooden plaque with the club logo, the dog’s name and titles, owner’s name and date of 

presentation.
•	 AKC Good Sportsmanship Award is a Medallion supplied by AKC upon request.
•	 Breeder Awards are certificates offered for Breeder of Best in Sweeps, Breeder of Best in Sweeps Veteran and Breeder 

of Best of Breed at the National Specialty.  Breeder must be a member of ATCA.  

Other Awards to Member or Dog Achievements may be recognized on an individual basis.

Award/Nomination Contacts:

Versatility Award 
Susan Saulvester
susansstuff2502@earthlink.net
770.466.2062

ROM Awards 
Mike & Kendall Liga 
mliga@aol.com
602.841.1795

Good Sportsmanship Nominations
Alexa Samarotto
samabelaus@aol.com
718.984.0939
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ATCA Versatility Award
(Revision of Oct. 2006 and Jan 2009)

Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of accomplishment 
in more than one AKC discipline during their lifetime.  This award is given to dogs that have earned AKC titles in three venues.  
Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing of ATCA and at least one title must 
have been earned after ATCA membership approval.  The member must apply for this award through the Performance Awards 
Chairman (Refer to Board Action 3-09). 

List of Disciplines eligible for awards:
•	 AKC Agility   
•	 AKC Conformation 
•	 AKC Obedience
•	 AKC Rally Obedience    
•	 AKC Tracking
•	 AKC Earthdog
•	 AKC THD
•	

Eligible dogs will be submitted for awards by owners in the following manner:
•	 Properly filled in application including:
•	 Submission of a photo copy of the earned titles 
•	 Photos and  a brief biography of the dogs’ accomplishments  may be used in The Talkabout and may be
       submitted by the owner for inclusion and printed subject to space availability.
•	 Award applications will be accepted annually up to 4 weeks preceding the National Specialty. Presentation will be made 

annually at the Annual banquet.

The Versatile Dog Award requires a total of 3 points earned across 3 areas of competition.
The Versatile Dog Excellent requires 8 additional points earned in at least 2 areas of competition

Level Conformation Obedience Rally Tracking Agility Earthdog Therapy Dog

1 Point CH CD RN TD
NA and 

NAJ         or                      
NAP and NJP

JE THD

2 
Points  GCH CDX RA TDX

OA and 
OAJ      or                     

OAP and OJP
SE

3 
Points  UD RE VST

AX and 
AXJ      or                         

AJ and AXP
ME  

4 
Points  UDX RAE CT

MX and 
MXJ         or                     

MXP and MJP
EE  

The actual award will be a wooden plaque with the ATCA logo and the dog and member’s name, titles, and year presented.

BOARD ACTION ON VERSATILITY AWARDS

2008 Versatility Award will be awarded to dogs that have earned three AKC titles, and whose owner(s) are ATCA members. 
In the case of co-ownership, at least one owner must be an ATCA member. At least one AKC title must be earned after 
ATCA membership approval.  
(Board Meeting May 2008)

2009   Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of accomplishment 
in more than one AKC and/or Therapy Dog discipline during their lifetime.  This Award is given to dogs that have earned 
3 of the titles listed below.  Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing 
of ATCA and at least 1 title must have been earned after ATCA membership approval. The Member must apply for this 
award through the Performance Awards Chairman.  (Ballot 6, 3-28-09)
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ROM Guidelines
Effective January 1, 1998

General Requirements for ROM and ROM-Excellent
•	 ROM Awards are for ATCA members only.  
•	 Applicants must be either a dog’s Breeder or Owner.  ROM Certificates will be presented to both the Breeder and Owner if 

each is a member of ATCA.  
•	 ROM reports are due at the ROM Secretary’s office no later than March 31st of each year.
•	 Applications should be complete when submitted, that is, data for all 3 or 5 champions should accompany a single 

application for an ROM; all the qualifying wins, champions, etc. for an ROM-Excellent should accompany a single 
application.  Applications will not be accepted incomplete.

•	 Points for either ROM or ROM-Excellent are cumulative, but once the ROM-Excellent is achieved, no further points will be 
maintained by the ROM Secretary.

•	 Separate listings of Sires and Dams holding a ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be published annually, and dogs will be listed 
in alphabetical order.

•	 The ROM Secretary will mail certificates once a year.
•	 New recipients of either the ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be recognized at the Annual Awards Banquet in conjunction 

with the ATCA National Specialty.
•	 Wins at only AKC licensed events are eligible to be counted for the ROM or ROM-Excellent titles.
•	 Offspring from frozen semen will be eligible in accumulating the necessary points for sires and dams, providing such 

offspring are duly registered with the AKC.

ROM Requirements

•	 Dams of Merit:  3 AKC Champion Offspring
•	 Sires of Merit:   5 AKC Champion Offspring

Verification of championships for each offspring and a 3-generation pedigree of the Sire or Dam being submitted for an ROM 
title must be sent to the ATCA ROM Secretary.  

Championships are verified by 1 of 3 methods:
 1.  Providing a copy of the Championship certificate.
 2.  The issue (date and volume number) and page of the AKC Show
                   results in which the championship is published.
 3.  An AKC printout of the show records of the offspring.
ROM-Excellent Requirements

•	 Dams of Merit:   125 points and a minimum of 3 AKC Champion
                                      offspring
•	 Sires of Merit:   250 points and a minimum of 5 AKC Champion  
                                      offspring

Point System for ROM-Excellent
Group 1st                
Group 2nd                     
Group 3rd                       
Group 4th              
BIS                                
National BISS     
National BOS       
National AOM             (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Regional BISS      
Regional BOS       
Regional AOM              (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Champions          each  (including the 3 or 5 required for ROM)

Points are cumulative and can be compiled in any combination using Champion Offspring, Group Placements and BIS/
BISS wins as long as the minimum point total is met or exceeded.  As an example, if a dog won a Regional Specialty held in 
conjunction with an All Breed Club and then went on to win the group and BIS, it would earn points for its sire and dam for the 
Specialty win, group win, and Best in Show win (40+20+20=80).  Points can be accumulated and added to a Sire or Dam total 
after the initial award ROM. An application should not be submitted until it is complete.

20
15
10
  5
20
50
25
10
40
20
  5
10
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ROM APPLICATION
ATTACH PEDIGREE FOR ROM CANDIDATE.

Name of ROM Candidate  _______________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  _________

AKC #  _______________________________________________________________

Name of Breeder  ______________________________________________________

Name of Owner  _______________________________________________________

****************************************************************************************************
ATTACH AN AKC WIN RECORD OR AKC CHAMPIONSHIP CERTIFICATE FOR EACH OFFSPRING.

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________
     

Name of Offspring   ____________________________________________

Sex  ___________
 
DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________    
 

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________
      
  



Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 
 
AKC #  _______________________________________________________



ROM-EXCELLENT APPLICATION
ATTACH PEDIGREE FOR ROM-EX CANDIDATE.

Name of ROM-EX Candidate  _______________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  _____________

AKC #  ___________________________________________

Name of Breeder  ______________________________________________________

Name of Owner  _______________________________________________________

****************************************************************************************************
ATTACH AKC CHAMPIONSHIP CERTIFICATE WITH THE WIN RECORD OR DATE, SHOW, 
JUDGE, AND PLACEMENT OF ELIGIBLE WIN FOR EACH OFFSPRING.

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________



Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

 
Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________



Dear Members,
 Do you know anyone worthy of the:

The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award
 
Please review the AKC material below and decide:

In the American Kennel Club’s ongoing efforts to recognize and celebrate its volunteer club members, The AKC Outstanding 
Sportsmanship Award program was established in 2006 to provide each member club with an AKC Medallion to award to one of 
its own on a yearly basis. 

This award honors those individuals who deserve special recognition that have made a difference in the sport of purebred dogs, 
embodied the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and have been an active and valued member of an AKC member club. Medallions 
are awarded solely at the club’s discretion. 

•	 Sportsmen respect the history, traditions and integrity of the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair play, honesty, courtesy, and vigorous competition, as well as winning and 
losing with grace. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the sport of purebred dogs by injecting personal 
advantage or consideration into their decisions or behavior. 

•	 The sportsman judge judges only on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors. 

•	 The sportsman judge or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under a judge where it might reasonably appear that the judge’s 
placements could be based on something other than the merits of the dogs. 

•	 The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the impartiality of a judge. 

•	 The sportsman respects the AKC bylaws, rules, regulations and policies governing the sport of purebred dogs. 

•	 Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility are not inconsistent and are able to appreciate the merit of their 
competition and the effort of competitors. 

•	 Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport. 

•	 Sportsmen will deal fairly with all those who trade with them. 

•	 Sportsmen are willing to share honest and open appraisals of both the strengths and weaknesses of their breeding stock. 

•	 Sportsmen spurn any opportunity to take personal advantage of positions offered or bestowed upon them. 

•	 Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare of their dog. 

•	 Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking part in the sport. 

 The AKC has left the structure of the program up to each individual club to decide its own process and criteria. 

•	 Nominees must have abided by the AKC Sportsman Code of Ethics in all cases.

•	 A call for nominations should appear in at least two issues of the Talkabout.

•	 Nominations will be received from any member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC and can be received for 
any member in good standing of the ATCA and AKC.

•	 Nominations will be received in writing. Nominators are encouraged to write a brief blurb on why they feel their 
nominee should win.

•	 The ATCA Board and officers will vote on the winner by anonymous ballot. A discussion of each nominee is 
encouraged prior to vote. Each Board member will vote for one winner or each Board member will rank each and 
every nominee and the ranks will be tallied to determine the winner.



Meet Me in St Louie..........

72nd ATCA National Specialty

May 29th - June 4th

Purina Farms
Gray Summit, MO

We Hope to See Everyone There!



RALLY TRIAL
                                                                                  

by Diane Cahill

 
If you are thinking of doing performance events with your Aussie, Rally is an excellent choice.  In January, my 
five year old Aussie with conformation and agility experience earned her Novice Rally title over two weekends 
of trials.  I am challenging myself to train another of my Aussies, with conformation experience, but no 
performance experience, the basic skills needed to compete in this Rally trial on May 31st, just two days before 
her ninth birthday.    

I hope to see many of you at the Rally trail.  (A dog with 
a Novice Rally title, that has not earned a qualifying score 
in the Advanced Rally class, can enter the Novice Rally B 
class.)  

There are wonderful prizes being offered at this trial, along 
with a qualifying rosette for all Aussies with a qualifying 
score in any of the classes.  

There will also be first through fourth place rosettes awarded in 
the Novice Rally classes.  

I would love to see our novice Aussies earn these
placements, and the more experienced dog/handler teams 
earn placements in their respective classes.  

Below is a description of a very special prize being offered at this trial.

HIGHEST SCORING AUSTRALIAN TERRIER IN RALLY NOVICE A or B
                                                                           -entry fees paid for ALL entries for that dog during the week in 
(obedience, earthdog, coursing , & conformation) – offered by Heather Rife DVM

www.akc.org/events/rally to learn more about Rally.
 



• Grant’s Farm. www.grantsfarm.com  In 1848, Ulysses S. 
Grant built a two-story log cabin (he called it “Hardscrab-
ble”) on 80 acres of his wife’s family property southwest of 
St. Louis as a wedding gift to his wife. Today, that prop-
erty is part of the Anheuser-Busch entertainment empire 
and is open to the public. While at Grant’s Farm, you will 
have the opportunity to visit, up close and personal, the 
world-famous Clydesdales at their stables and corrals on 
the premises.

• Six Flags Over Mid-America. www.sixflags.com/stlouis  
Adjacent to the host hotel, you will be able to see a replica 
of the Ferris wheel that was in place at the 1904 World’s 
Fair.

• Forest Park. www.forestparkforever.org  This is a great 
place to visit!  Forest Park is home to the world-famous 
St. Louis Zoo, St. Louis Science Center, and St. Louis Art 
Museum, as well as other attractions.

• Wine Country. www.missouriwinecountry.com/augusta  
One of the premier wine-producing regions in Missouri is 
located in St. Charles County, near the towns of Defiance 
and Augusta.  Local wineries, including Montelle, Mount 
Pleasant, Balducci, and Chandler Hills, amongst others, 
produce some of the best wines in the world. If you are 
wine aficionados, as we are, these are the places to go. 
The wine is great, the views overlooking the Missouri 
River valley are outstanding, and the music/companion-
ship is awesome

• Restaurants  – The host hotel offers the Haymarket 
Restaurant for a nice sit-down breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 
However, from experience, we also recommend some 
good places about 3 miles west of the Purina show site in 
the small burg of Labadie, MO.  The Hawthorne Inn  
www.thehawthorneinn.net and the 3 Brothers are  
enormously popular with the locals, and we can attest to 
that.

• Last, but not least – St. Louis is home to the 2011 World 
Champion St. Louis Cardinals baseball team. However, 
the MLB schedule calls for them to be out of town during 
your visit.   

Welcome to our town and enjoy your visit!!!
Kevin and Diane Cahill

Ah, the 1904 World’s Fair, in which the hot dog and the ice 
cream cone were introduced to the masses, and which in-
spired the movie and the song, was held in one of the coun-
try’s top urban parks – Forest Park in St. Louis, MO. With that 
being said, let us now tell you a little more about our town.
As lifelong residents of the St. Louis area, we would like to tell 
you about some of the many things to see and do during your 
visit to our area while at the ATCA National. Whenever we go 
to dog shows, we always want to make time to trade our dog 
show hats for tourist hats and enjoy the local experiences.  We 
realize there will be limited opportunities and time constraints, 
so we wanted to give you some of the highlights: 

• The Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, aka “The 
Gateway Arch”.  www.nps.gov/jeff You need to see 
this engineering marvel and the Museum of Westward 
Expansion beneath the Arch, which highlights Lewis and 
Clark’s “Discovery” mission. If you go, a must-see in the 
museum is the critically acclaimed documentary movie 
about the building of the Arch. As grade school kids, we 
experienced the building of the Arch first-hand and were 
surprised that they were able to pull the thing off!  

• Missouri Botanical Garden (MOBOT).   
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org  This is a gem for all of 
you lovers of flora.  It is located within the city limits of St. 
Louis and is an absolute must-see while in town. In addi-
tion,  MOBOT maintains the Shaw Nature Reserve, which 
is located across the highway from Purina Farms and is 
very close to the show site and host hotel.

“MEET ME IN ST. LOUIE, LOUIE, 
MEET ME AT THE FAIR”
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Healthy
Holding holistic modalities up to scientific scrutiny is the way to 
gain legitimacy. This applies not only to veterinarians, but also 
to clients. “I once had a client come in asking for acupuncture,” 
Dr. Robinson explains. “She said, ‘That’s black magic, right?’ 
The thing is, she was fine with that. Too many people get 
enamored of this idea of holistic as magic.”

Dr. Lisa Lancaster runs a veterinary practice in Denver, CO, 
using acupuncture and chiropractic. Working holistically allows
her to focus on the patient, and figure out what is most  
beneficial. “Animals are like people. They prefer one treatment
over another. If you only do one type of treatment, you won’t 
help as many animals. You have to offer the best of everything 
that’s available.”

Dr. Konrad Kruesi has run the Cold River Veterinary Center in 
North Clarendon, VT, for 10 years. As he puts it, “Being holis-
tic is a way of looking at patients in comprehensive, long-term 
ways. It’s helping the body maintain itself, rather than always 
relying on synthetics to treat conditions.” Dr. Kruesi’s father 
was a human physician who slowly adopted holistic approach-
es, leaving his son with some guiding principles, including 
this: “The best thing a doctor can do is teach people how to be 
well.” That applies to our dogs as well.

Dr. Carvel Tiekert is the founder of the American Holistic 
Veterinary Association (AHVMA), which maintains a network 
of qualified holistic veterinarians. Besides running the AHVMA, 
Dr. Tiekert has also managed a veterinary practice in Bel Air, 
MD, since 1964. He is critical of anyone with a narrow focus, 
even if that person is holistic. “The word holistic is meant to 
exclude nothing. We may be getting too many specialists, and 
not enough generalists. That’s a problem for any approach, 
whether it’s acupuncture or something Western. Acupuncture 
is a phenomenal therapy, but a broader sense of health helps 
patients more. By the same token, don’t just treat a dog’s eye 
without seeing it as part of an entire animal.”

Including Everyone, and Everything

When you meet a holistic veterinarian, one immediately 
noticeable difference is appointment time. Initial consulta-
tions can last one hour, and a lot of discussion takes place 
before physical assessments of the dog. Dr. Amy Matthews, 
a veterinarian at Frontier Medicine, in East Granby, CT, uses 
chiropractic, acupuncture, and dietary consultations. She 
needs longer appointments because “We expect our clients to 
engage in conversation about what’s happening to their pets.”

That discussion includes the dog’s physical and emotional life. 
“Doctors are often faulted for not listening, disregarding the 
patient’s input,” Dr. Kruesi says. “They are criticized for form-
ing opinions before learning about the case.” He says being 
holistic means taking time to figure out everything in the dog’s 
life. “If the vet does not get a sense of the nuances, especially 
in a chronic case, we’re doomed to short, easy answers.”

Perhaps you have heard about “holistic” veterinarians, or 
maybe you are considering trying a veterinarian who uses a 
holistic approach? But a part of you wonders what it really 
means to be holistic. If you choose this route, does it mean 
you abandon standard veterinary medications and technology 
in favor of massage, acupuncture needles, and herbs?

Quite the opposite. Any good holistic veterinarian has a 
grounding in Western science. Does this sound like a contra-
diction? Whether you are interested in alternative approaches, 
or set against such things from the start, you might be sur-
prised to learn what holistic truly means.

What Are We Talking About?

Being holistic means including the “whole” range of possibili-
ties (there “w” is missing because the word comes from Old 
English, “hol”). This begins with education. Like any other vet-
erinarian, holistic veterinarians earn degrees from one of the 
country’s 28 veterinary colleges or universities. After complet-
ing their traditional education, holistic veterinarians add extra 
layers of knowledge – various methods (“modalities”) such 
as acupuncture, acupressure, massage, chiropractic, or the 
use of herbs. They add these layers over many years, as they 
develop a widening view of potential treatment options. You 
could say they become holistic naturally.

Dr. Narda Robinson, professor of complementary and alterna-
tive medicine at Colorado State University’s College of Veteri-
nary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, believes all veterinar-
ians could incorporate holistic modalities into their practices. 
She also believes that veterinarians, and clients, must be 
skeptical. Dr. Robinson teaches a unique course on holistic 
modalities to fourth-year veterinary students, a perfect oppor-
tunity to describe what it means, and what it does not mean, 
to be holistic. “We’re at the forefront. Still, we’re not teaching 
acupuncture as ‘energy medicine’ or piling on herbs, and we’re 
not talking about shamanistic or folk-medicine approaches.”

Beyond college, Dr. Robinson says practicing holistic veteri-
narians must maintain the same vigilance. “We shouldn’t do 
anything that delays effective treatment. When there’s a lack 
of a critical eye in the holistic world, it drives me insane. Don’t 
go to someone who claims to be looking at the whole animal, 
but is really doing vague ‘energy work.’ There can be a discon-
nect between saying you’re holistic and actually practicing it.”

All veterinarians could 
incorporate holistic  
modalities into their 

practices

Integration  by the Dog Writer
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specific decisions. To clarify, Dr. Kruesi describes Western 
ideas as “interventionist,” and uses the word “natural” to de-
scribe holistic ideas. “The interventionist model uses surgery 
or medication, very deliberately putting something into the 
body to correct current circumstances. The natural model 
looks at root causes, anticipating problems and using the ani-
mal’s own maintenance and repair systems.”

Dr. Matthews says that after her veterinary school education, 
she found that an interventionist-only approach did not offer 
enough options for her clients. “When I was only using West-
ern medicine, I was frustrated. It has lots of tools for diagnosis, 
but not enough for support.”

As an example, Dr. Kruesi talks about chronic ear infections. 
“You can’t solve this with repeated, short visits and medica-
tions. Just looking at the ears repeatedly isn’t giving insights 
into something deeper preventing the dog from getting over 
the infections.”

As dogs live longer, Dr. Kruesi says, it is becoming imperative 
that people gain a better idea of how the body works. “More 
older dogs means more problems. We’ll have to completely
re-think our health-care model. Drugs alone won’t correct the 
weaknesses that cause the long, slow, insidious process of 
falling apart.”

Coming Together:  
                       Integrating Western and Holistic

If being holistic means focusing on anything that improves life, 
it makes sense that qualified holistic veterinarians must also 
include Western ideas. In fact, a good test of holistic veterinar-
ians is  whether they embrace Western treatments whenever 
an interventionist approach makes more sense. This free flow 
between Western and holistic view points is often referred to 
as “integrative,” a word gaining favor among veterinarians.  
Dr. Lemmon moves between Western and holistic, without 
worrying what he calls it. “If someone comes to me with a dog 
that has a bad leg, I request an X-ray to make sure we’re not 
dealing with cancer. If you say, ‘I only do acupuncture,’ you 
might easily miss a serious problem. I use pharmaceuticals, 
but I’ll consider alternatives if they can be more effective and 
gentle. You have to encourage Western diagnoses along with 
everything else.”

Dr. Michael Lemmon, a co-founder of the AHVMA along with 
Dr. Tiekert, runs the Highlands Veterinary Hospital in Seattle, 
WA, where he has administered acupuncture and massage 
since 1963. Before touching a dog, he assesses subtle cues. 
“Some things I set out to find consciously, other things I pick 
up subconsciously. You observe what the dog is like, how the 
dog interacts with owners, or with other dogs or people.”

To get a complete view of the dog’s life, owners must be 
as much a part of the process as veterinarians. After all, no 
matter how good a veterinarian is, the exam room is only a 
snapshot: most of the animal’s life takes place outside the 
veterinary office. “I ask my clients to describe what the dog is 
like at home,” Dr. Kruesi explains. “You can’t ask the dog! So 
a successful holistic practitioner needs clients who problem 
solve with you.”

As an example, Dr. Kruesi talks about a dog with behavioral 
problems. Rather than focusing directly on the behavior, he 
asked, “Maybe there’s something causing low blood sugar lev-
els making the dog uncomfortable, affecting mood and clarity 
of thought? It’s not enough to say the dog gets a ‘complete’ or 
‘balanced’ diet. Maybe there’s something the dog doesn’t like.”

Dr. Matthews concurs, adding that detailed consultations allow 
holistic veterinarians to gather ideas far beyond medicine. 
“We’ll often get into training techniques or how to interact bet-
ter with their dogs. It’s not always just an internal disease pro-
cess. Many stresses can cause imbalances in the body.” This 
engagement gives clients information they use to do more 
than simply cure a problem. “We’re helping people empower 
themselves. Then they can empower the dogs for a consis-
tently supportive, healing role.”

Western vs. Holistic?

By nature, holistic thinking is far ranging and difficult to define. 
Because it includes all worthwhile approaches, responsible 
holistic veterinarians do not create an “us versus them”  
scenario, pitting against Western practitioners. Everyone 
wants to see their patients be healthier. The difference is in

 

A successful 
holistic practitioner 
needs clients who  

problem solve  
with you

Healthy Integration
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Responsible integrative veterinarians strongly disapprove 
of holistic practitioners who close themselves off to Western 
ideas. Dr. Tiekert has seen cases where a misguided holistic 
veterinarian has done more harm than good. “We’ve all had 
dogs come into our offices after two or three ‘holistic workups’ 
for a serious neurological problem. I send them immediately 
to a neurologist. Sometimes it’s too late. People claiming to 
be holistic can cause more problems if they are only seeing a 
small part of health.”

Working with cancer patients in the pain center at Colorado 
State University, Dr. Robinson constantly integrates. Many 
dogs she sees are undergoing chemotherapy. “I’ll talk to 
people about drugs, and non-drug options such as herbs. But 
we make sure to know how the herbs interact with the drugs. 
People sometimes come in after a holistic vet said give the 
dog two cloves of garlic each day. That’s no good, because 
it causes anemia. Or the vet said to feed the dog immune-
stimulating herbs. That’s bad, because it counters the effects 
of chemotherapy.”

Dr. Kruesi says the question is about whether the dog needs 
emergency care, which demands Western medicine, or long-
term care, where holistic medicine succeeds. “Hey, if your dog 
has food poisoning, get her to an emergency room. On the 
other hand, if your dog has a chronic dietary issue that may 
be contributing to a slow, degenerative disease, go with the 
holistic model.”

In less dramatic ways, Western measurements are a constant 
part of Dr. Kruesi’s practice. “Before I offer any treatments, I 
do complete blood chemistry, check thyroid levels and urinaly-
sis results. If I’m using an unconventional approach like herbs 
or nutritional supplements, I watch the dog’s liver enzymes to 
make sure the levels are right. The physical realm of chemistry 
is just so honest! All doctors need to do this.”

Rather than creating a divide between Western and holistic, 
Dr. Robinson says it is more important for holistic veterinarians 
to adopt the best conventional ideas so they know all that is 
going on in their patients. “Holistic veterinarians need to have 
a basis in science, and they need to scrutinize themselves for 
safety. You need to be able to defend what you do. If a dog 
needs an MRI, don’t prescribe homeopathy.”

What holistic veterinarians want is for strictly Western practitio-
ners to adopt an open-minded view of successful holistic ap-
proaches. “I don’t do ultrasounds,” Dr. Tiekert explains, “I don’t 
know enough about them. But I know enough so I’m aware 
when to refer patients who need one. In the same way, I’d like 
Western veterinarians to know enough about holistic practices 
to refer out when that’s appropriate. As long as we stay non-
confrontational, animals benefit.”

Dr. Matthews comments that too many people, including 
her own veterinary colleagues, maintain an outdated view 
of holistic medicine. “There’s still this stereotype that holistic 
veterinarians don’t have the same scientific rigor as someone 
trained in Western medicine. But that’s not always true.”

What’s Next?

f holistic veterinarians are using Western techniques, and 
Western veterinarians open up to holistic ideas, then what 
does it actually mean to be “holistic”? Dr. Tiekert, who has 
watched the holistic philosophy evolve for over 40 years, 
hopes for a natural fusion, a day when labels are obsolete. 
“We’re oriented towards putting names on things. In some 
ways it’s necessary, but what we call alternative today might 
be conventional tomorrow.”
 
To make this happen, he calls for healthy self-scrutiny of all 
approaches. “People with science backgrounds need to look 
at holistic ideas. When that happens, it will remove any voo-
doo. Then they’ll see how effective this can be, which benefits 
everyone.”

Dr. Kruesi expects the future to keep getting better. “We’re all 
interested in greater comfort, less pain, better life. We need to 
integrate the best information to provide the broadest base for 
our patients. Miraculous, quick-fix medications are great, but 
without considering where you want to go long-term, you lose 
balance.”

 
Healthy Integration
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  The PastFrom
  A Blast

The ATCA year 1977 started out on a happy note. The Annual 
Specialty saw an entry of 21 in the Sweepstakes and of 49 in 
the classes and no absentees!!! Probably the first time ever! 
What a thrilling sight it was to see so many good looking  
Aussies strutting their stuff!!

I was very pleased to once again be elected your President.

During the show week, I had a conference with the AKC 
regarding our application for membership. I came away with a 
very happy feeling that our long held dream would become a 
reality before the year was out.

The next highlight was the traveling specialty held in Albuquer-
que, N.M. in May. It was my very good fortune to attend it and 
the lovely after show cocktail party (courtesy of Dr Hathaway) 
and dinner (arranged by Kiku), while on my way to “Aussie 
Land.” Mr Graham, the judge gave an interesting after dinner 
speech in which be brought us more good news regarding the 
AKC membership.

Many members, who had been just “names” before, now be-
came faces and new friends were made. It was lovely to see 
such a commitment and devotion to our breed.   

From there I left on my long planned trip to the Far East, end-
ing up visiting our “down under” members and famous Aussie 
kennels both in Australia and New Zealand. Six new members 
were secured thru “missionary work.” I reciprocated and be-
came a dues paying member of the clubs in New South Wales 
and Queensland and the newly formed club in New Zealand. 
I have and still am contributing trophies to their specialty 
shows and matches to tighten the handclasps across the sea. 
One of our new members in New South Wales has already 
sent money for our next specialty and is planning on having a 
special ribbon, like a long sash, made up for a later show. This 
to given to “Miss Aussie of 19__”. Miss America Pageant, you 
better watch out!

On September 13, 1977, a day to go down 
in history, the AKC granted us membership. 

What a date to remember!

On September 15th, my official year ended as your president, 
as you are aware. My love for and devotion and total commit-
ment to the breed and the club has, in no way, ended and I 
stand ready to help anyone in any way I can.

 Some of the goals I still feel are important for us all to work on 
are:  

1. A more active commitment by all members, Board and  
    Officers to the Club’s goals as set forth in Art. 1 of our  
    Constitution which really sets up the basis for our being.

2. A total membership striving to see that the Aussies who  
    achieve championship status are really good specimens  
    of the breed by our breed standard.

3. The encouragement of more members to go into  
     obedience where titles are based solely on how well  
     YOU and your dog work together.

4. More of us showing our own dogs and this minimizing  
    the commercial side and reemphasizing the hobby  
    aspects.

5. To continue the fight against the puppy mills.

I am glad that I could see the achievements the year has 
brought and trust that these will only be the platform on 
which we build a better ATCA.
          

by Mrs Eleanor G Fischer,  
    President Ex-Officio       
                              January 30, 1978
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Animal Communication for Skeptics  

                                                                                                                                                                 
Who doesn’t want to talk to their cat or dog? You know, re-
ally get to the bottom of a health or behavior problem, or just 
spend a little quality time shooting the breeze with your best 
friend? Those who believe in such things - around half of all 
people, according to some studies - will often enlist the ser-
vices of an animal communicator, an individual who, by talent 
or training, has the ability to talk to animals and hear what they 
say in response.

But what about the rest of us, those who consider “talking to 
the animals” the stuff of children’s books, fairy tales, and fan-
tasy? I’ve come to believe that even the most skeptical among 
us can use the tools and techniques of the modern animal 
communication movement to get help with our pets’ behavior 
and health problems - without believing in any form of psychic 
ability at all.

That would probably be a harder case to make if modern 
animal communication came with all the trappings of mysti-
cism - Madame Zenda in a purple robe, gazing into a crystal 
ball and intoning your cat’s secret thoughts. But today’s animal 
communicators don’t usually ask your pets to comment on 
the nature of the universe or the meaning of life after death. 
Instead, their approach is practical and results-oriented, focus-
ing on lifestyle, behavior and health concerns. The sessions 
are more likely to be conducted by a jeans-clad teacher in a 
humane society auditorium than a séance chamber.

Animal communicators typically provide two services. The first 
is to talk to your pet for you, using psychic communication 
to relay your questions to your pet and his answers to you. 
They do this in all kinds of ways, including by e-mail, over the 
phone, and in person. The second is to train you to commu-
nicate with animals yourself - usually starting with your own 
pets.

Although I count myself among the skeptics, I’ve been friends 
for years with someone who is one of the truest of the true be-
lievers. Marta Williams is a professional animal communicator 
who claims she has an accuracy rate between 80 and 90 per-
cent. She has written three books on animal communication, 
and runs workshops and classes all over the world teaching 
pet owners to communicate non verbally with animals, using 
what she calls “intuitive communication.”

“I use the word ‘intuition’ because people can relate to that 
word, to having had hunches, to gut instinct,” she told me. “It’s 
the most accessible word to describe what this is.”

Williams doesn’t believe that her ability to communicate with 
animals is at all unusual, and says that everyone has the abil-
ity to do what she does. In Ask Your Animal, her most recent 
book, she writes,

 “I don’t have to teach people how to communicate intuitively; 
they already know how. My job is to teach people how to rec-
ognize and become convinced of their ability.”

Whether a communicator is talking to your animal on your 
behalf, or training you to do it yourself, the methods are the 
same. You begin by quieting your mind, silencing your doubts 
and seeing what happens. “Intuitive information can come to 
you in a variety of ways,” Williams says. “Feelings, images you 
see in your mind’s eye, memories of other situations that have 
relevance to the present, and words or phrases that pop into 
your head.”

When consulting with a client, Williams writes these impres-
sions down, and she recommends her students do the same. 
“It is best to record these impressions as you perceive them 
because it can be hard to track and remember them other-
wise,” she said. Then go back and read what you wrote, and 
see if there are insights or ideas that might shed light on the 
problem.

I’ve used some of the exercises from Williams’ books and 
classes in situations where the right decision seemed more 
elusive than the legendary unicorn. For example, once I had 
an ill pet on whom I’d already spent over a thousand dollars 
treating and trying to diagnose. I didn’t know if I should keep 
testing, keep treating the symptoms and hoping for the best, or 
consider letting her go. I’d been over the facts a dozen times 
already and just kept going around in mental circles.

I found a quiet spot, blocked out the mental chatter and told 
my somewhat overactive analytical mind to shut up. After a 
few minutes, I noticed that seemingly random thoughts and 
feelings started to float into my consciousness. One of them 
was my vet’s mention of a particular diagnostic test that I’d 
nearly forgotten about. So I decided to do the test and it turned 
out my dog had ehrlichiosis, a then-uncommon - and treat-
able - disease dogs get from ticks. If I hadn’t remembered that 
passing remark by my vet, we might never have caught it in 
time.
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In my mind, I used a meditative exercise to break a mental im-
passe, to notice and process bits of information I’d overlooked 
or misunderstood in a more chaotic state of mind. When I told 
this to Marta, she was glad her exercise helped me but said I 
was missing the point. What she calls hunches and feelings 
aren’t coming from inside of you. According to her, they’re 
direct communications from the animal. “It’s not just a matter 
of mulling over what you’ve seen or observed,” she told me. 
“People and animals can exchange thoughts, feelings, and 
images non verbally over a distance. That’s what this is. I use 
‘intuitive communication’ to describe it, but another term would 
be extrasensory perception - perceiving outside the known 
confines of our five senses.”

    

She offered the experience of the students in her animal com-
munication classes to make her point. “They’re working with a 
partner they’ve never met before, getting information about an 
animal who isn’t there, who they’ve never seen.” Even so, she 
said, these paired exercises typically result in accuracy rates 
of between 70 and 90 percent, some of it objectively verifiable 
information such as names, colors or health problems.

She also pointed out that what I consider quiet meditation isn’t 
the only technique used in animal communication. There are 
dozens of other practices and exercises aimed at developing 
our ability to communicate with our pets, including something 
that definitely falls outside the realm of “nonverbal.”

“I tell people they don’t have to believe to do this, they can just 
try it out and see what happens,” she said. “I often tell people, 
just try talking to your animal as if he can understand you 
for two weeks. Explain everything, why you want this or that 
behavior, negotiate, just like you were talking to a person. And 
see if you get a different behavior or response.” She smiled. 
“That can be a really interesting experiment.”

In all our years of friendship, Marta’s never managed to 
change my mind about psychic interspecies communication, 
and I certainly will never change hers. At best, I’m somewhere 
in what Carl Sagan, writing about the belief in God, called the 
“wide range of intermediate positions.” I have no desire to 
change that.

But here’s my question: Does it matter? If your cat has the 
unfortunate habit of coughing up hairballs in your bedroom 
slippers, you don’t have to believe it’s possible for the two of 
you to have a plain English conversation about it. You can still 
try the tools of animal communication and see what happens. 
And who knows, you might be pleasantly surprised.    

Marta Williams is the author of three books on animal commu-
nication, the most recent being Ask Your Animal: Resolving 
Behavioral Isues through intuitive communication. She 
also teaches classes in the Bay Area, including at the Marin 
Humane Society, and can be contacted through her Web site 
www.martawilliams.com

Christie Keith is a contributing editor for Universal Press 
Syndicate’s Pet Connection and past director of the Pet Care 
Forum on America Online. She lives in San Francisco.

Animal Communication for Skeptics  
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 Fun Personified by Gina Crampton

thing about his schedule was that he would play at a moment’s 
notice until about 9 at night.  After 9, it didn’t matter who came
in the room or who wanted to play – he was done for the night.  
We laughed every night at the change that came over him at 
bedtime.  He would just doze on the couch, sound asleep until 
we went to bed and put him to bed in his crate next to our bed. 

Quickly, Taz and Indy became great friends.  Taz would 
always lie right next to Indy, curled up beside to his face or 
right under his chin.  They played together, they swam to-
gether, they slept together.  Occasionally Indy would become 
the grouchy old man and tell the young whippersnapper to 
settle down.  They had a game they played – Taz would try to 
get Indy to chase him.  But Indy was too lazy to do the work of 
chasing.  He would just stand in place and bark as Taz ran in 
a big loop through the family room and kitchen and ran circles 
around Indy.  Taz could do this forever and we had many fun 
moments watching them together.  I knew from very early on 
that I wanted another Aussie someday.  Unfortunately, my 
husband wasn’t convinced that HE wanted a third dog!  So we 
talked about it often, figured it would happen eventually, but 
waited for the time to be right.  

About a year after we got Taz, Indy started behaving differ-
ently.  He wasn’t eating and he was much more lethargic than 
he had ever been.  We took him to the vet and had tests run.  
Much to our heartbreak, we found out that Indy had canine 
lymphoma. Our family was turned upside down as we tried to 
figure out how we would say goodbye to our beloved pet and 
Taz’ best friend.  He was able to live for about 6 weeks after 
his diagnosis due to medicine and steroids.  But finally one 
day in March, we knew it was time to let him go.  He was in 
pain and his health at deteriorated to the point that we knew 
he wasn’t happy any more.  It was the hardest thing for our 
family to get through, but we did the best we could to live 
without him.  It was really hard to watch Taz be alone after 
knowing Indy for his entire life. 

About 2-1/2 years ago we started thinking about adding a 
dog to our family.  We are a family of 6 – Mom, Dad, daugh-
ter, and 3 sons. Our daughter is married but we still had 3 
boys at home, ages 16, 12 and 10.  At the time we had Indy, 
a beautiful, red Golden Retriever.  He was the perfect family 
dog, though one common complaint amongst my rambunc-
tious boys was that he was “too lazy” and didn’t like to play 
enough.  He would chase tennis balls and loved to be petted 
and cuddled, but he wasn’t a run-around-and-chase-you-
and-wrestle kind of dog.  So when we began contemplating 
the addition to our family, we knew we wanted a high-energy 
dog. We began researching breeds and talking to friends to 
determine what would be a good fit for our family.  One night 
while on the Internet, one of us came across a quiz on a dog 
website that asked questions about yourself, your family, and 
what expectations you had about pet ownership.  At the end of 
the quiz, they recommended several  breeds that would be a 
good fit.  Near the top of the list was one we had never heard 
of – Australian Terrier.  We then focused our attention on 
researching this specific breed, and everything we read made 
us want to learn more.  We soon started researching breeders 
and found some in our area of the country.  

After a few emails and phone calls, we were happy to find 
someone within a few hours’ drive of where we lived who was 
a breeder of Australian Terriers.  We visited her at home and 
met some of her dogs so that we could learn about them in 
person before making a final decision. 

My husband and I spent the day driving to meet the breeder 
and her Australian Terriers.  They were playful and rowdy and 
fun!  They bounced around the room, they were friendly, and 
they played with one another.  We sat in the middle of the 
floor and played with them and asked many questions of the 
breeder.  We knew as soon as we met them that we wanted 
one in our life!  As anyone who owns an Aussie knows – they 
are fun personified.  We were very comfortable that this breed 
would be a welcome addition to our family.  Fortunately this 
breeder, who we had come to trust and respect, had a new 
litter expected in that same month.  Taz was born on October 
27, 2009.

From the moment the puppies were born, our breeder posted 
pictures of the litter.  She updated these weekly so it was a 
fun time for our family as we anxiously awaited every new set 
of pictures.  Watching the changes over 8 to 9 weeks was 
astounding!  Finally in December we could pick up our new 
puppy.  We brought him home and introduced him to our boys 
and Indy.  Everyone got along perfectly.  There was such 
excitement in our home to have a new little puppy.  He played 
and played and played.  All the work began – learning his 
schedule, taking him outside, cleaning up “accidents”….  He 
was ready to play at any time of the day.  There were so many 
moments during the day when he would just settle down and 
fall asleep, and then a different boy would walk through the 
room and he start playing again!  I felt like I wasn’t getting any 
rest – just like any mom of a newborn baby.  The funniest 
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between the dogs.  They’re both fun and playful, as you would
expect in the personality of an Australian Terrier, but they also 
have their own distinct personalities.  When we’re watching 
TV, Taz wants to be near us, but he’s content just to be at the 
foot of the bed or end of the couch.  Coco wants to be right up 
next to us or on someone’s lap.  She’s much more affection-
ate and willing to accept affection from us.  Taz is a little more 
distant; affection is on his terms.  He is crazy and rambunc-
tious, running and jumping everywhere he goes.  Coco is such 
a gentle little lady.  The way she moves is quiet and careful.  

She is always right with me, my little silent shadow.  Many 
times I’ll call her and look around and she was right behind me 
all the time.  Taz is in your face.  You always know when he’s 
around.  There’s nothing subtle about him!   

It is fun to watch both of our dogs play together.  Sometimes 
I will think Taz is getting a little too rough in his play and I’ll 
chase him away from her, only to have her turn around and 
chase him, goading him on to play more. Obviously they know 
how to have fun together!  

Our lives have been greatly enriched by adopting Aussies.  
Whether it was by breeder or by rescue; they’ve truly found a 
permanent place in our hearts and our family.

Unfortunately, the timing still wasn’t right for us to bring home 
a new puppy.  For different reasons, we just weren’t ready yet.  
We talked about it often and kept in touch with “our” breeder 
on a regular basis.  We constantly watched her website for 
any information about new litters.  But with each litter that was 
born, we knew we just weren’t ready yet.  So we lived vicari-
ously through others.

One day about 7 months after Indy’s death, my husband let 
me know that he had seen a Facebook picture of an Aussie 
that was being cared for by Australian Terrier Rescue.  We 
really hadn’t discussed the possibility of adopting an older dog; 
I had just assumed we would get one the same way we had 
gotten Taz.  I quickly looked up the picture online “She’s ador-
able!  I want her!”  I’m not sure that my husband’s intention 
that day was to show me the dog so that WE would rescue 
her, but he sure started the ball rolling.  Within minutes he said 
to me, “Call and see if we can have her.”  My adrenaline was 
pumping.  There were lots of “Are you sure?”  “Really?” ques-
tions asked before I picked up the phone and called rescue.  I 
asked and learned a little about this little girl.  She had been in 
3 different homes before being handed over to rescue.  They 
thought she was about 9 months old, but there really wasn’t 
much information that could be gathered about her.  I let them
know that we were definitely interested in adopting her.  

And there, in that moment, the decision was made.  After all 
the thought, planning, and research that had gone into adopt-
ing Taz, suddenly here we were, jumping in with both feet on a 
rescue, unplanned!  Australian Terrier Rescue had picked up 
the dog and taken her to a veterinarian for a checkup.  They 
had her looked over and then spayed.  Because of her surgery 
and scheduled immunizations, we would have to wait a couple 
of weeks to bring her home.  We excitedly told our boys about 
the new dog, whose name was Coco.  They could not have 
been more excited.  Everyone was happy.  For the next couple 
of weeks, they asked about her constantly!  

One weekend in November, we finally got to pick her up from 
rescue.  When we adopted Coco, we were a little nervous.  
What if she didn’t fit with our family?  Why had she been 
passed from home to home?  What was wrong with her?  We 
spent the first weeks just wondering what she thought of us, 
where she had come from, whether she was happy in her new 
home.  When she came to us, she was underweight from the 
stress of all the moves.  We could feel the sharp edges of her 
ribs right through her skin.  Her coat was thin and sparse.  In a 
short time she has filled out and her coat is growing in thicker.  
She has adapted well to everyone in the family.  We love her 
and can’t imagine our lives without her.  I can honestly say 
there hasn’t been one time when Coco has done something 
that made us say, “Ah, that’s why she was surrendered to res-
cue!”  But there have been thousands of moments that we’ve 
looked at her and said, “We’re SO LUCKY to have her!”  

Taz and Coco play all the time, and our boys love her.  I’m 
constantly amazed at the similarities and the differences

Fun Personified
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After returning from Canada with two Utility legs for Sydney 
and a rally advanced title for Sugar, it was on to UKC trials.  
I’m amazed these Aussies can perform from venue to venue.  
There’s always differences between AKC, UKC, and CKC 
obedience Novice, Open, and Utility, and they seem to not get 
confused.

For example, in UKC utility, there are signals, articles, gloves, 
consecutive recalls, and directed jumping.  The signals are 
just like AKC signals, no voice, and you have a heeling pat-
tern. The jumps—bar and high—are set alongside the gates, 
so the judge can heel you all over the ring.  There is a halt, 
where you and your dog stop with him in a stand position, then 
you hand-stay command him, at which time you walk away 
from him to the other end of the ring.  Following signals from 
the judge, you drop, sit, and signal your dog to come front and 
finish.  

You only have five metal articles in UKC, four on the floor and 
the one you scent for your dog to find in the article pile.  You 
face away from the articles when they are placed on the floor.  
If  you do a turn and sit your dog before sending him to the 
article pile, you must wait until the judge tells you to send him 
before he can leave your side to find the scented article the 
judge has placed in the pile.  If he breaks the stay at your side, 
you have failed the trial.  He must find your scented article, 
bring it back to you, and front.  At the judge’s command, you 
tell your dog to “give” and finish him.  Aussies have fantastic 
noses and once they get confident about working in the middle 
of the ring with a judge nearby, they seldom fail.  Of course, 
they may go over and say hello to a judge once in a while.

The hardest exercise in UKC utility, I think, is gloves.  Imagine 
a clock face.  There are three gloves.  The first is placed at 9 
o’clock, the second at 12 o’clock, and the third at 3 o’clock.  
You and your dog are placed at 6 o’clock in the ring.  The 
exercise is a directed marked retrieve.  The judge directs 
you and your dog to one of the three gloves.  Your dog is to 
retrieve that one, come back to you, and sit in front, at which 
time the judge will tell you to take the glove and finish your 
dog.  The second exercise is a directed signal retrieve.  You 
send your dog to the center of the ring and tell him to sit.  
From that position, you send him to the first, second, or third 
glove, as directed by the judge.  Again, he has to get the cor-
rect one, come back to you, and front.  You take that glove 
and tell him to finish.

The consecutive recall is a one where the dog drops in the 
middle and the second is a straight recall with no break or 
praise in between.  Aussies can look at you like, “You want me 
to do what?”

Fun with a Touch of Humility 
by Karen Smith

The final exercise in UKC utility is the directed jumping.  The 
stewards put the bar jump and high jump back in the ring.  The 
jumps are 20 feet apart and the height is based on the correct 
height of your dog.  Sydney, my male, jumps 12” and Sugar, 
my female, jumps 10”, all based on their height at the shoul-
der.  You send your dog out to the opposite end of the ring to 
the center of a wall or gates, whichever is there and tell them 
to sit.  The judge directs you to send your dog over the bar or 
high jump.  Hopefully, your Aussie jumps the jump you’ve di-
rected him to jump with arm and voice command, comes front 
and sits.  The judge with direct you to finish your dog in heel 
position.  The same is true of the second jump and you just 
hope your Aussie hasn’t decided to take the same jump twice 
because he liked that one better!

Sydney, Sugar, and I took off for Davenport the last part of Oc-
tober.  This was after four trials in Fort Dodge, which he failed 
because he didn’t drop on signal—just stood there and went 
DUH!  So I was apprehensive about getting two more utility 
legs.  I had already entered the three trials in Cedar Rapids 
for the first week in November as back-up trials.  We failed 
the first one because on the consecutive recall, he didn’t drop.  
Who would have thought?  This is a common failure in UKC 
utility.  The second and third trials we qualified and placed 
second and third in the class.

I decided it would be fun to go to the Cedar Rapids trials 
because he had his UKC utility title, so no pressure.  The first 
trial we passed with flying colors and he got second place.  
Then on the second trial, my poor little Sydney had a dumb 
handler on gloves.  I sent him to the correct first glove and 
he retrieved beautifully.  On the second part of the exercise, 
I sent him to the middle of the ring and he sat facing me like 
a trooper.  The judge told me to send him to the #3 glove (3 
o’clock) and I sent him to the #1 glove (9 o’clock).  Must I tell 
you that was the only exercise we failed that day? Sydney 
didn’t fail it; his handler did.

The third trial went fine with no handler errors causing him to 
fail.  I guess I just got too relaxed in the second trial and am 
glad he didn’t know we had failed that day.  Of course, with 
Sydney, everything is always fine, even if he twirls in the cen-
ter of the ring before going to the far end for directed jumping.  
We placed fourth in the class that day.

Have fun with your dog and happy showing until next time.    

 I’ve had Australian Terriers since 1989. Then I thought I wanted a better pet, so we went to an obedience class and got 
hooked. All my dogs have had AKC, UKC, and CKC performance titles. My first dog was the second Aussie to get a 
UDX after the title became available. He thought he was retired—ha! My third Aussie had a UDX, RE, MOTCH (Canadian 
Master Obedience Trial Champion), and a UKC OTCH. So far, I’ve trained and shown 5 Australian Terriers in obedience 
and now rally. Who said an Australian Terrier can’t teach you humility? Well, mine can and have always been able to 
make me humble............
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AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Cartwright

        About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  
       national parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public 
       about the breed’s history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised dedicated  
       breeders and fanciers, and it represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  
       to write about topics of interest to the fancy in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees  
       of the breed.

 

Australian Terrier Column
February 2012 Issue

What is your type?

    
 

When a dog person talks about “type”, what does he mean?

Type is the set of characteristics that differentiate one breed 
of dog from any other breed. These characteristics, in addition 
to physical attributes, also include a combination of behavior, 
temperament and carriage that demonstrate the essence of 
that breed. For example, some of the key physical charac-
teristics that define the Bloodhound include: ears that are 
extremely long and set very low and a superabundant amount 
of loose skin on the head which, when the head is carried low, 
falls into loose, pendulous ridges and folds, especially over
the forehead and sides of the face. These characteristics, 
among others described in the Bloodhound breed standard, 
not only make him recognizable as a Bloodhound, they also 
allow him to do the job (track by scent) he was originally bred 
for in the first place. So, when a dog closely adheres to the 
breed standard he is said to be “typey.”

Comparison of typey dogs of the same breed shows that there 
are sets of dogs that have characteristics that are similar to 
each other, yet are distinctly different from others of the breed. 
This distinct “look” or “style” could be created by a breeder 
within their line because of their slightly different interpretation 
of the breed standard. Different styles can also be created by 
groups of breeders geographically separated. For example, 
the style of head on the East Coast of the US can look very 
different from the style of head on the West Coast. It is natural 
to prefer one style over the other, but that doesn’t make either 
style wrong, as long as both fulfill the guidelines described by 
the breed standard.

The Australian Terrier type is described by the breed stan-
dard, Clarification of the Standard and its history, all of which 
can be found under “About The Breed” tab on the Australian 
Terrier Club of America website (www.australiaterrier.org). He 
is a “fast, sturdy, weather-resistant and fearless little dog that 
the (Australian) settlers needed as they expanded the fron-
tiers of their country.” “This is a breed that was developed in a 
land of great variety, and it must be agile, sure footed, and

move with long, reaching, smooth and driving motion in order 
to fulfill its heritage as an all-around worker: one that excels at
herding, guarding and vermin control.”

The Aussie is a low-set terrier breed of medium bone and is 
somewhat longer in length in relation to height, which is 10-
11 inches at the withers. The length comes not just from the 
length of back but also from the breastbone (keel) and correct 
angulations of the front and rear assemblies. “There should
definitely be something to put your hands on in front of the 
forelegs (the keel) and behind the tail (buttocks).” The breed 
has a harsh outer-coat and a soft-under coat (Blue/Tan, Red or 
Sandy in color). A definite ruff of longer neck hair extends into 
an apron covering the breastbone and on under the body.
A soft-textured topknot and an area of the muzzle that is free of 
hair in the adult dog are further characteristics used to describe 
breed type.

You can have a perfectly moving, sound specimen of a dog, 
but if he doesn’t have breed type he isn’t a good specimen of 
an Australian Terrier.
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Does Grooming your Australian Terrier  
Strike Fear in your Heart?

Grooming your dog is important because:
•	 it promotes healthy coat and skin
•	 it makes for a pleasing appearance
•	 and you may want to be competitive in the conformation and performance rings

Does grooming your Australian Terrier strike fear in your heart?  If the answer is “yes”, now is the time to face your fears.  The 
first step you must take is to decide whether to hire a groomer or do it yourself.

If you are the “do it yourself” kind of person that we think you are, the Australian Terrier Grooming Techniques CD was made for 
you.  You may order it through the Aussie Store at www.AustralianTerrier.org.  The CD describes techniques for grooming your 
dog.  The first technique is pet grooming and the second is show grooming.  Following are excerpts from the CD to whet your 
appetite.

Here is an excerpt from the section on using electric clippers.  Detailed steps are included to 
reach the “after grooming” appearance.

Use the clippers on 
theside to blend the coat 
from the back into the 
sides. Tip clippers away 
from the body so less
hair is removed.

When working on the rear
legs, clip down the back of 
the leg from the hock to the 
pad. Do all sides of the back 
leg.

Here is an excerpt from the section on using scissors or thinning shears only. Detailed steps 
are included to reach the “after grooming” appearance.

Scissoring

Clipping
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Use the clippers on 
theside to blend the coat 
from the back into the 
sides. Tip clippers away 
from the body so less
hair is removed.

When working on the rear
legs, clip down the back of the leg 
from the hock to the pad. Do all 
sides of the back leg.

Here is an excerpt from the section on show grooming or hand stripping. Detailed steps are 
included to reach the “after grooming” appearance

Stripping

The stripping knife is held with the flat
side toward the thumb. The hair will 
go between the knife and the thumb. 
The objective is to pull the hair out 
from the root -- not to cut it off. Check 
and make sure you have the entire 
hair shaft.
Lay the knife along the body in the
direction you wish to pull. Flat angle
will pull less coat, steep angle will pull
more. Firm thumb pressure pulls 
more coat, light thumb pressure pulls 
less coat.

Hold the skin taunt as it is easier to pull the hair.

Work an area and check frequently so as not to 
carve a hole in the coat.

Finished front foot.
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The Judge’s Corner

                                   I would like to congratulate all of the  
                                   breeders of this great breed for the  
                                   general improvement of type over the  
                                   past several years.  It is a pleasure to  
                                   see so many well-balanced Aussies  
                                   in the ring at one time.  You can pat  
                                   yourselves on the back for your  
                                   continued efforts on the improvement 
of toplines, tail sets, balance, plus ear set and size, for your 
breed.

Several years ago, I spent many hours watching the terrier 
group, as my husband, Gary, was showing an Airedale bitch 
who was, at that time, a breed winner at many shows in the 
East.  We also watched the groups at shows in California, for 
that is what you did in the “old days” – stayed for the whole 
show!.  We gained a lot of insight on showing and handling our 
own dogs by watching all the pros.

My appreciation for Australian Terriers began with some of 
the following dogs (not listed in any order of preference):  Ch 
Crestwood Contender, Ch Wild West Wise Guy, Wild West 
Whiz Kid, Wild West Smart Aleck, and many of the Regency 
dogs.  We moved to Virginia from California in 1969 and had 
the opportunity to visit with Nell Fox.  Nell gave us a tour of her 
kennel and introduced us to the wonderful world of Australian 
Terriers.  We have never owned an Aussie – but have always 
admired them and have tried to watch their progress.

I began judging in 1992 with AKC approval for Airedales 
and Cairn Terriers as my first two breeds.  We also bred and 
owned Irish Setters – however, at that time, the AKC was only 
allowing judges to apply in a single group, so I had to wait to 
apply for anything in the Sporting Group.  I am currently  
approved to judge all Sporting, Hound, and Terrier breeds, 
plus Junior Showmanship and Best in Show.

I love the spirit of the Aussie and its self-assured attitude – 
that being the “terrier way.”  I look for balance in the body 
(length to height), a harsh coat, small eyes that are dark and 
set well apart, ears that are erect and small, a keel, a level 
topline with proper set-on of tail, small feet, and correct color 
(either a blue and tan, or solid sandy, or red).  Proper gait 
coming and going and the side gait should tell the judge the 
combined balance of all parts of the dog.  I remember a judge 
telling me that “the test of structure is in the movement.”  How 
true these words of wisdom have proved to be!

I would like to mention color.  In Canine Terminology, Harold 
Spria describes “blue” as a dilution of black coat color, which 
is a recessive gene – and it is either light or dark blue-grey in 
appearance.  Hopefully, we all try to develop our eye to see 
what is described above.  There is a great tendency among 
individuals to “change” the natural appearance of the dog’s 
color.  We all must remember that the natural color of a dog is 
more pleasing than one that has been enhanced.  Your dog’s 
coat should shine and reflect light, instead of being dull and 
absorbing light.  Coat color should not be black and mahog-
any.  Additionally, coats that are red and solid sandy should 
have a variation of these colors in the coat.

Personally, I do not see too much difference between Aussie 
types in the coat colors.  I always look for a dog that best fits 
the standard.  The breeders are the ones who have written 
what they feel is important for the breed, and it is up to judges 
to study that standard, listen to breeders, go to seminar 
presentations, and watch the breed at many different shows. 

Once again I think you, the breeders, are making great strides 
on improving your breed from what it was in the past.  We use 
to see sagging toplines, too much fineness of bone, low tail 
sets, and ears that were too large and too low.  

The consistency of breed type is improving in all parts of the 
country with better toplines, movement, moderate bone, and 
the wonderful Aussie attitude.  Keep up the good work!  I will 
be looking forward to seeing many of your wonderful dogs at 
future shows.

Our Guest Judge this Issue is Karen Wilson 
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                                                                                April 12-13  
Northern California Terrier Association

                                                                        April 14-15  
   Sacramento KC

4 SHOWS – SAME LOCATION – ALL INDOORS

Plan to attend our supported entry at the Northern California Terrier Association – Thursday and 
Friday.  Stay for the Sacramento Kennel Club shows on Saturday and Sunday.  Better yet, stay a few 
more days and go wine tasting in Napa Valley and then go to the ocean with your wine and cheese.

Let’s build 4 days of majors.  The showsite is fabulous as it is all indoors.  Obedience and rally are in 
a fully matted indoor building.

California is a great place to be in the spring!



The weather was perfect!  Sunny and in the 70s during the 
day - there is nothing like the desert in winter.  There was 
snow on the mountains, all the palm trees, green grass of the 
polo fields and all the tents.  Four days of shows, two days 
sponsored by the Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern Cali-
fornia and two by the Kennel Club of Palm Springs.  The sup-
ported entries were hosted by Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen, 
members of both clubs and cannot show in conformation with 
the KCPS.

The New Year Cluster with the DETCSA Terrier Show had 
close to 400 entries and the KCPS All Breed Show had over 
3600 entries making there shows of the largest shows in the 
country.  There was also Obedience and Rally for three days.  
Aussies came from Northern California, Arizona, New Mexico 
and Southern California.  The dogs had majors all four days. 

Next year in conjunction with the DETCSA one show will be 
hosted by the Copperstate Australian Terrier Club as a Re-
gional Specialty and the other by the Australian Terrier Club of 
America as their National Specialty. We will have two Sup-
ported Entries with the KCPS. The dates will be January 2-6, 
2013.  Some of our members stayed at our host hotel, Best 
Western Plus Palm Desert Resort, and give it positive reviews.  
All our members went out on Friday night to “Amici’s” and had 
a great Italian dinner together in Rancho Mirage. We are look-
ing forward to your visit to the Palm Springs next January.

Palm Springs 2012
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Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern California
Thursday 1/5/12
WD/BW - THE FARM’S TAKE A FLYING LEAP 
- Angie Cross Bly and Sheila Dunn.
WB - ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL CD, GN, RN 
- William I. Christensen and Kreg B. Hill
BOB - GCH CRESTWOODS CHARISMA TAPA 
- Tamara Gaudet
BOS - GCH RYBA’S NOTHING BUT BLUE SKIES 
- Pamela Levy
SEL - GCH ABQ SAN ISIDRO CHRISTHILL 
- Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen
SEL - CH P.S. PHOEBE II CHRISTHILL -
 Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen
BEST OF BREED & BEST BRACE  IN SHOW 
CH P.S. PHOEBE II CHRISTHILL and GCH ABQ SAN ISIDRO
 - Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen

Friday 1/6/12 – Supported Entry
WD/BW - BLUE MOON MISTER POPPINS 
- Jeanne Popovits
WB - ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL CD 
- William Christensen and Kreg B. Hill
BOB - GCH ABQ SAN ISIDRO
 - Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen
BOS - CH P.S. PHOEBE II CHRISTHILL 
- Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen
SEL - GCH RYBA’S NOTHING BUT BLUE SKIES 
- Pamela Levy
SEL - GCH CRESTWOODS CHARISMA TAPA 
- Tamara Gaudet
BEST OF BREED & BEST BRACE  IN SHOW 
CH P.S. PHOEBE II and GCH ABQ SAN ISIDRO CHRISTHILL - 
Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen

Kennel Club of Palm Springs
Saturday 1/7/12 – Support Entry
Obedience
Rally – Novice B – Highest Scoring, New Title – Rally Novice
Score:  95 CANDELARIA CHRISTHILL, RN CD Owner:  
Kreg B. Hill and William I. Christensen
 Handled by Kreg Hill

Obedience – High in Trial, New Title – Graduate Novice
2nd Place 187.5 ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL CD:  William Chris-
tensen and Kreg B. Hill
  Handled by Kreg Hill

Conformation
WD/BW - BLUE MOON MISTER POPPINS 
- Jeanne Popovits
WB - REDHAWK BACK TO THE FUTURE 
- Angie Cross Bly
BOB - GCH RYBA’S NOTHING BUT BLUE 
- Pamela Levy
BOS - CH WILDWEST’S DOUBLE CAT -
 Julie Kirkpatrick & Eve Steele
SEL - CH SUNDOG PRETTY BOY 
- Angie Cross Bly
SEL - GCH CRESTWOODS CHARISMA 
- Tamara Gaudet

Sunday 1/8/12
WD/BW - BLUE MOON MISTER POPPINS 
- Jeanne Popovits
WB - JOVI’S I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU -
 Vivien Gilli
BOB - GCH RYBA’S NOTHING BUT BLUE 
- Pamela Levy
BOS - GCH WILDWEST’S DOUBLE 
- Julie Kirkpatrick & Eve Steele
SEL - CH SUNDOG PRETTY BOY FLOYD  
- Angie Cross Bly

Palm Springs 2012 Results
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Aromatherapy for Animals  
                                                                                                              by Dr Jeannie Thomason 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       Certified Veterinary Naturopath 

What Are Essential Oils? 

Essential oil are the subtle aromatic and volatile liquids ex-
tracted from the flowers, seeds, leaves, stems, bark, and roots 
of herbs, bushes, shrubs, and trees through distillation. Ac-
cording to ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics and Chinese manu-
scripts, priests and physicians used essential oils thousands 
of years before Christ to heal the sick. They are the oldest 
form of remedies and cosmetics known to humans and were 
considered more valuable than gold. There are 188 references 
to oils in the Bible. Only now are scientists beginning to inves-
tigate the incredible healing properties of essential oils.

Support a Healthy Immune System
Repel viruses
Repel bacteria and other microbes
Elevate mood
Antiseptic
Oxygenating
High in antioxidants

Pets can suffer from ailments in the same way as humans. 
If problems such as abscesses, coughs, and cuts do not im-
prove after several days, veterinary advice will be necessary.

Use only pure unadulterated “Genuine & Authentic” or “Grade 
A” oils. Most people think the words PURE or 100% PURE 
on the label of an essential oil mean it’s a good oil. That is far 
from true.

Hundreds of essential oils are available for use. One that 
most of you are probably familiar with and that I will never 
be without is lavender. It is steam distilled from the flowers 
of Lavandula officinalis. In addition to being extremely useful 
medicinally, lavender has a delicate and beautiful fragrance. 
It is calming, antidepressive, anti-inflammatory, and helpful 
for treating burns. It is extremely useful as a fungicide and 
germicide. It can be applied directly to the animal’s skin, incor-
porated into sprays or shampoos, and is wonderful diluted in 
distilled water and/or alcohol for use as a room freshener. To 
calm nervous or hyperactive dogs, place a few drops on the 
dog’s bed, crate pad, or sleeping area. Also, rub a little on the 
foot pads. (For car sickness treatment, see peppermint).

Another widely used essential oil is eucalyptus. There are 
several hundred varieties of eucalyptus. I prefer to use 

Eucalyptus globulus for most purposes. Eucalyptus is bacte-
ricidal and antifungal, and is extremely useful as an inhalant 
for respiratory complaints. Used in a diffuser (a machine that 
vaporizes essential oils), it helps to inhibit the spread of con-
tagious diseases and discourages insects. Eucalyptus works 
exceptionally well combined with citronella, cedarwood, and 
peppermint to keep insects away.

Peppermint is another oil that I always keep on hand. It is 
extremely useful to prevent motion sickness and nausea, is a 
very good pain reliever, and is also effective in discouraging 
pests such as mice and insects. It’s smell is wonderfully cool 
and refreshing. To prevent car sickness, place a few drops of 
peppermint and lavender on your dog’s crate pad or car seat. 
For your own use, peppermint and lavender are extremely 
effective for relieving headaches. Dab a small amount on your 
wrists, temples, (don’t get into eyes), and under your tongue.

A mixture of citronella and lemongrass with your choice of 
base “carrier” oil” (olive, jojoba, almond, etc.) or spring water 
makes a great insect repellent. Lemongrass can be used on 
ringworm and other fungus. Research was published in 

The Journal of Phytotherapy Research on topically applied 
lemongrass for its powerful antifungal properties. Lemongrass 
is also extremely effective at repelling all kinds of insects.

Grapefruit also repels insects, especially ticks. 

Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis) and Peppermint (Mentha 
piperita) will help itchy, dry, or sluggish skin and coat. It helps 
fight skin parasites as well. 

Lavender and marjoram can help tight, cramping, sore mus-
cles. Put a few drops on your palm and rub gently. Excellent 
for working dogs and people too! 

Essential oils are an excellent way to calm dogs who are 
fearful, agitated, or hyperactive. The very nature of these 
substances is such that they work quickly and do not leave the 
animal in a drugged or listless state, as do common tranquil-
izers such as Valium. And unlike herbal calming tablets, which 
take time to digest, aromatherapy essential oils can be inhaled 
and quickly begin their work. If applied to the skin, they will 
be absorbed into the bloodstream and flow where they need 
to go. Essential oils work on both the physical and emotional 
level; they release blocks and allow healing.

Use only pure unadulterated “Genuine & Authentic” or “Grade A” oils.  
Most people think the words PURE or 100% PURE  
on the label of an essential oil mean it’s a good oil.  

That is far from true.
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There are many more essential oils and certainly even more 
combinations one can use, but as you try a few on your pets 
and yourselves you can learn to experiment and come up with 
wonderful concoctions of your own.

Essential Oil Quality

Unfortunately, not all essential oils are created equal. In fact, 
many oils on the market are what is called “perfume quality” 
or “fourth- and fifth- quality:” oils. These are over processed, 
chemical-laden, highly adulterated, denatured products that 
are little more than cheap perfume made from various odor-
ous plants. Many people think that when they buy an oil that is 
labeled as “100% pure” they are getting good oils. This is far 
from true.

Pure unadulterated essential oils can be very expensive. One 
reason for this is because it can take as many as 500 to 2000 
pounds or more of raw plant material to produce just a pound 
of pure essential oil.

To maintain all its therapeutic qualities, the oil must be ex-
tracted by steam distillation, using extremely low pressure and 
low heat so as not to degrade the quality of the oil.
There are four grades of essential oils:

PURE - This means the oil was not diluted with a lesser-
quality essential oil. For example: lavender oil is often cut with 
lavendin, which has very little therapeutic quality. “Pure” does 
not mean it has no chemicals added to it. It could be 75% veg-
etable oil & 25% essential oil and still be labeled “100% Pure.” 
In the U.S., only  5% essential oil is required for the bottle to 
be labeled “Pure.”

NATURAL - This means the oil was not adulterated with vege-
table oils, propylene glycol, SD alcohol 40, or other chemicals.

COMPLETE - This means the oil was distilled at low heat and 
low pressure so that all the therapeutic properties are there. 
They have not been rectified or purified, which means stripped 
or redistilled. Essential oils are often redistilled to make a 
small amount of oil go farther, as more profit can be made that 
way. But when the oil is redistilled, it loses its therapeutic prop-
erties. It’s like using a tea bag over & over again. There are 
anywhere from 200 to 800 chemical constituents that make 
up a single essential oil. When the oil is not distilled properly, 
there may be as few as 10 remaining.

An example: France is the number one producer of lavender 
oil. In 1997 they produced 25 tons of lavender, and 67 tons 
were shipped to the U.S. Melissa oil is another example. It is 
very hard to produce. Out of 52 pounds of pure melissa oil, 
1000 pounds were exported. What is wrong with this picture?

GENUINE AND AUTHENTIC or GRADE A - These are the 
cream of the crop. Great care is taken at every step of the pro-
cess. Seeds are not from hybrids, soil is organic soil and never 
low temperature in upright containers, and no chemicals are

has had chemicals put on it, nor are chemicals used on the 
plants in the field. Distillation is by steam at low pressure and
ever used in the process. There must be clarity of definition
(one plant could have 200 species.) Time in the distiller is also 
important.  Cypress oil needs to be distilled for 24 hours. Many 
companies distill at higher temperatures for a shorter time. 
This destroys the qualities of the oil. The distiller must be no 
more than 50 miles away from the site where the plants were 
harvested and must have gas chromatograph readings with an 
embossed seal that does not come from their own lab. Then 
and only then can they put the words “Grade A” on the label.

There are many more essential oils and even more combi-
nations you can use, but as you try a few on your pets and 
yourselves, you can experiment and come up with wonderful 
concoctions of your own.

HOW TO USE ESSENTIAL OILS WITH DOGS:

I recommend using only one or two drops on your pet, or 
diluting the essential oil in a little bit of carrier oil. An applica-
tion that is adequate for an adult human is sometimes over-
whelming to a dog’s olfactory system. Dogs have 200 million 
scent receptors in their nasal folds, where we have 50 million. 
A good dilution is five drops of oil of your choice to 10 mL of 
carrier oil.  Mix well and apply. Be sure to keep away from the 
eyes as much as possible. If you get essential oil in your pet’s 
eyes, do NOT rinse with water!  Use vegetable oil.

Applying topically in-between your dog’s toes and/or ear tips 
allows for quick absorption. You can also sprinkle a couple of 
drops along the spine and then gently massage into skin, just 
like with humans. You can also diffuse an appropriate oil for 
15 minutes with the dog in the room.

Reprinted with Permission 2012
Dr Jeannie Thomason
www.thewholedog.org
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with her 
own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. She has 
been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and transports.  She and 
her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death from cancer in 
2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her second  
Australian Terrier.  

Every year on the weekend closest to New Year’s, our dog 
club hosts a 3-day NADAC agility trial.  People gather from far 
and near to celebrate in what we think is a great way to “ring” 
in the new year—by running around the agility ring with our 
best buds, four-footed and oh, yeah, two-footed as well.

It was a “new year” for our club in another way as well.  It 
was our first NADAC event at a soccer facility that’s rapidly 
becoming the venue of choice for many trials here in south 
central Pennsylvania.  The footing is even, the turf isn’t worn 
down, and most of the dogs and handlers thought it was 
just great!  We saw lots of smiles and people having fun, so 
we’re confident that our next event there will be well attended.  
There were lots of very fast course times out there and very 
nice runs.  

Excuse me while I brag... 2 of those nice runs were by my own 
Aussie, Libby, who competed in 2 events, both Tunnelers (all 
tunnels).  I’ve looked at our videos again and again, and feel 
good each time thinking about the progress we’ve made this 
past year.  Did we qualify?  No, we were just a bit too slow, by 
4 seconds in one run and 2-plus seconds in the other.  What 
I’m delighted about is that she’s getting the idea of running on 
ahead of me, going where I send her and not staying by my 
side or running back to me.  The way most of us agility folks 
think, that’s a true benchmark.

Revisiting that weekend in my mind got me thinking about 
those milestones and just how “progress” is measured.  For 
most of us, it’s obvious—moving your dog up from one level to 
the next.  But it’s a wise handler who recognizes that some-
times progress is incremental and knows when to stay put 
rather than move on. You or your dog (or both!) might not be 
ready. As a friend says, “Just because you can doesn’t mean 
you should.” Electing to stay in a less competitive level for 
a while longer and concentrating on skill building can bring 
about more progress a lot faster than challenging your dog 
beyond his capabilities.  Relax!  You’ll get there.

A former student of mine and I set up our crates and chairs  
together at this event.  Seeing how far she has come since 
she started in my Advanced Beginner group made me so 
proud and happy for her.  We gave each other suggestions, 
cheered our successes, and taped each other’s runs.  What a 
great way to see how far you’ve come!  The camera doesn’t 
lie.

Keeping and reviewing a video log of competitions, or even 
practices or classes, will show where you’ve been ... and 
where you need to go.  Progress can be very hard to see or 
think about when you’re out there on the floor with your dog.  

We’re fortunate in our group to have friends we can count 
on to be truthful with us.  How about you? Ask your friends, 
people you respect, for their honest opinions.

Perhaps the best advice I ever got was from one of my  
favorite teachers, Missy Johnson. Yes, she has terriers  
(Sealyhams), and she was instrumental in my success as 
both a competitor and a teacher.  Her philosophy is to focus 
clearly on 1 thing, and only 1 thing, that she herself wants 
to accomplish in each run.  It might be getting to a particu-
lar obstacle ahead of her dog, or successfully completing a 
tricky handling maneuver.  Then, at the end of the run, she 
finds 3 things to celebrate that her dog did well.  It takes a lot 
of pressure off you as a handler and creates a much more 
positive experience for both you and the dog. Focusing too 
much on qualifying can blind you to all the good parts. “After 
all,” she says, “your dog didn’t ask to come here, didn’t fill out 
the premium, didn’t send in the check.  You brought him here. 
The rest is gravy.”

Enjoy it all... it’s all good.  Wishing you many Qs in 2012!

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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Oatmeal Shampoo
When looking for a product to soothe cracked, itchy and dry 
skin, which causes dog scratching, many people choose to 
use oatmeal shampoo for dogs. The healing properties of 
oatmeal have been appreciated for centuries, especially its 
ability to soothe itchy skin. In oatmeal shampoo, the healing 
properties have been enhanced by converting it to “colloidal 
oatmeal.” Colloidal oatmeal is simply oatmeal that has been 
ground down to a fine powder. When this powder is added to 
liquid, it becomes milky, creamy and soft. For dogs, oatmeal 
shampoo can have many health benefits.

CHOOSING AN OATMEAL SHAMPOO

When looking for an effective type of oatmeal shampoo for 
your dog, it’s important to choose carefully. Some companies 
take advantage of adding oatmeal to their shampoo formula, 
while also adding other cheap ingredients to “fill” the shampoo. 
It’s especially important to pay close attention to the ingredi-
ents of your dog’s oatmeal shampoo when you are using it to 
treat skin irritation. A low-quality oatmeal shampoo that leaves 
behind a residue can further irritate your dog’s skin. When 
in doubt, you can choose an oatmeal shampoo that is also 
branded as being for “Sensitive Skin.” Many of these formulas 
also lack the perfumes, color ingredients and other substances 
that may be added to some oatmeal shampoo formulas.

MAKING YOUR OWN OATMEAL SHAMPOO

If you wish, you can also make your own oatmeal shampoo 
formula for your dog. This formula is fairly easy to make, and 
can usually be made from items that you already have in your 
home. There are many different recipes for making your own 
oatmeal shampoo for dogs, but most of them are similar to this 
formula:

    1 Cup of Ground Oatmeal*
    1 Cup of Baking Soda
    1 Quart of Warm Water

* You can either grind oatmeal in a blender, or use a coffee 
grinder. Try to make it as powder-like as possible.

Mix these ingredients together until they form a uniform con-
sistency. Some recipes omit the baking soda, though it seems 
to only be a matter of preference. If you’d like your home-
made oatmeal dog shampoo to have a bit of lather, choose a 
fragrance-free, organic soap formula and add a few drops to 
your recipe. Completely saturate your dog’s coat with water, 
and then apply this mixture. For optimum results, try to leave 
this mixture on your dog’s coat for at least five minutes. After 
this, you can rinse the oatmeal shampoo from your dog’s coat, 
then dry them with a gentle towel.

Ever stopped to ponder whether Scruffy or Cuddles have 
had a rough week and could be in need of some love and 
attention? Spas are wonderful for both relaxation and beauty 
enhancement and now dogs from around the globe are also 
giving it a go.

Dog spas have been popping up around the globe and 
increasing in number on a yearly basis. Most dogs love them 
and luckily for them dog owners have also been taking a keen-
er interest in enhancing their furry friends’ over-all wellbeing. 
Most dog spas cater for all sized dogs and take special care 
in catering for each dog’s individual needs and preferences. 
Some dogs pull a face to water sports but go crazy for a 30- 
minute massage and facial. Dog spas vary in both size and in 
the number of facilities offered. Unlike a standard grooming 
shop, dog spas focus on creating a relaxed and stress-free 
environment for the dogs. The list of facilities and treatments 
offered to your four legged friends at a typical dog spa are far 
from boring. Water sports such as swimming, hydrotherapy, 
aquatic treadmills, acupuncture, Reiki, grooming, massages, 
facials and nail art along with many more pampering treats 
await them. Some dog spas also offer overnight accommoda-
tion where dogs receive room service dog spa meals, private 
suites, limousine services and flat screen TVs tuned to the 
dog’s favorite channel. Other spas have cyber cameras pro-
vided so you can watch your dog online and be confident that 
he/she is being taken care of. It’s no wonder dogs are wagging 
their tails at the idea!

But is this all a big fad or are there benefits of dropping your 
furry friend at a dog spa for the day? Well, apparently there 
are benefits. Not only will you be reducing your dogs stress 
and tension levels but their tired muscles will relax and they 
should leave feeling more energized and happier than ever. 
With the help of treatments such as hydrotherapy, dog spas 
have also proved effective with dogs recovering from injuries, 
suffering from diabetes or arthritis or general old age. Mas-
sage can also be helpful with dogs suffering with arthritis as it 
not only increases blood circulation and removes tension but 
also aids in relieving the pain.

Water sports are also a wonderful way to help bring up a 
healthy dog. Not only does it improve the dogs muscle tone, 
range of motion and general fitness but it also helps to keep 
control of the puppy fat that never left. The grooming and 
deep cleaning massages for the dogs also helps to stimulate 
better health and growth of your dog’s skin and hair, keeping 
them looking beautiful for years to come. These pampering, 
cleaning and exercise treatments have proven to provide both 
emotional and immune system benefits and a number of own-
ers have experienced improved relationships with their dogs 
after starting their dog spa pamper routine.

Worth a try? You decide. Dog spas range from averagely 
priced to extravagant and is a sure way to bring back the 
puppy in your dog. Not a bad treat for man’s best friend.

 
Reprinted with permission 2012
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Pheromones are chemical substances produced by dogs that 
have a variety of functions. Pheromones indeed may be used 
as well to help solve behavior issues in dogs.

It is a well-known fact that dogs have developed a sense of 
smell that is remarkably sophisticated and efficient. Indeed, 
a dog’s sense of smell is estimated to be about 50 times 
stronger than in humans and capable of detecting substances 
at very low concentrations, often between 1,000 to 100 million 
times lower than humans, according to Holly Nash, DVM.

Some breeds of dogs in particular appear to have developed 
this uncanny ability to sniff things out more than others, simply 
think about breeds of dogs belonging to the ‘scent hound’ cat-
egory: Basset Hounds, Bloodhounds, and Beagles are a few 
examples. But what are dogs so interested in sniffing? The 
answer is simple: just about anything. It could be that trace of 
urine left by a male cat early in the morning, an empty can of 
soda or perhaps, very likely pheromones.

The Function of Pheromones in Dogs

Pheromones are substances secreted from special glands 
in dogs with the function of eliciting a vast array of behavior 
responses in other dogs. These behavior responses vary from 
sexual excitement, aggression, fear and avoidance behav-
iors. The use of pheromones therefore brings communication 
among dogs to a different level. Dogs do not communicate 
though body postures or vocal cues; rather, they rely on a 
unique chemical form of communication.

Some of these chemical substances produced by dogs are 
meant to be perceived from other dogs at great distances as 
they are light and easily carried by air. Other substances are 
heavier and therefore, are not volatile, so they are deposited in 
designated areas where other dogs may pick up as they walk 
by.

Dogs therefore are equipped with glands designed to emit 
pheromones and organs designed to detect pheromones. The 
vomeronasal organ (also known as Jacobson’s organ) is the 
organ specifically built to detect pheromones. This organ is 
found in the roof of the dog’s mouth and is often used when a 
male smells pheromones left by a female in heat. In order to 
analyze well these pheromones, dogs often resort to a gesture 
with their upper lip lifted and mouth opened, a gesture known 
as ‘flehem.’

Glands That Secrete Pheromones in Dogs

    Sebaceous Glands

While these glands are present in all dogs, they are particular-
ly known to secrete pheromones in the intermammary sulcus 
of lactating bitches. The pheromones produced in this case 
are “appeasing pheromones.’ Their main function is to reas-
sure the puppies and allow them to become attached to the 

mother. Some of these glands are also found nearby the
hairs responsible for piloerection. Indeed, when a dog raises 
its hackles to signal fear or stress, it also emits pheromones 
that signal danger.

   Ceruminous Glands

These are glands found in the internal part of a dog’s pinna. 
The types of pheromones produced are appeasing phero-
mones. They are typically emitted by higher ranking dogs and 
this explains why submissive dogs are often seen sniffing and 
licking ears. This also explains why many dominant dogs as-
sume a posture with erect ears, almost as if they are attempt-
ing to diffuse as much as they can such pheromones.

    Perioral Glands

These are glands found in the dog’s facial area on the chin, 
lips, cheeks and nearby the whiskers. This explains why dogs 
are often interested in the facial areas of other dogs and 
people.

    Eccrine Glands

These glands are found in a dog’s paw pads and between 
the toes. They are meant to release pheromones associated 
with territoriality. Indeed, it is not unusual to see dogs scratch 
dirt with their hind legs after eliminating. By doing so, they are 
spreading the pheromones to mark territory.

    Pre-Caudal Glands

These are glands located at the base of a dog’s tail. Sexual 
pheromones, identity pheromones and territorial pheromones 
are released from these glands. By wagging a tail the dog 
spreads these pheromones around providing important infor-
mation to other dogs and people. An asocial dog or a fearful 
dog will not be likely to want to spread these pheromones, and 
therefore, will keep the tail tucked in.

   Anal Glands

These glands located around the rectum are known to pro-
duce important information between dogs. A certain amount 
of these pheromones are released upon defecating. This ex-
plains why dogs are so interested in sniffing the stools of other 
dogs. Very fearful dogs are also known to release secretions 
that are easily picked up by other dogs at a vet’s office send-
ing them into an alert mode.

As seen, dogs communicate a lot through scent. According to 
Bruce Fogle, in his book ‘In a dog’s mind’ scent is probably the 
major means of communication for a dog. And with their supe-
rior noses capable of detecting bombs, finding missing people 
and even diagnosing cancer, this does not come as a surprise.

Reprinted with permission 2012
Adrienne Farricelli

The Role of Pheromones in Dogs  
by Adrienne Farricelli
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Then......

To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream, not only 
plan, but also believe - - Anatole France

February 9, 1960

Westminster Kennel Club 
Miscellaneous Class
Best Dog

Elvyne Regal Salute C.D.
of Pleasant Pastures

E
velyn S

hafer

Judge: Louis Murr
Handler: Clifford Hallmark



Westminster 2012 Results
and now.......

Best of Opposite
GCH CH  Temora Taint She Sweet 

Breeder: Julie M Seaton
Owner: Julie M Seaton

Best of Breed
GCH CH  Kambara’s Zebulon 

Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell 
Owner: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell 

Award of Merit
GCH CH  Abq San Isidro Christhill 

Breeder: William Christensen & Kreg B Hill
Owner: William Christensen & Kreg B Hill





New Coursing Ability  Test Title,  
Oct. 30, 2011

Ch Tak-A Chance Time Honored  AX, AXJ, RE, CA
Owner: Susan Saulvester

CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill BN CD RN

Supported Entry  
 Saturday January 7, 2012 

with the KCPS

 Candy was High Scoring  
in Rally Novice B and earned her  

 RN title on  
Sunday, Jan 8th, 2012

CH PS Roxbury Christhill CD RN 
 was the Aussie High in Trial 

 with 192 ½ in Open A – her second leg.

At the KCPS Supported Entry 
on Saturday Jan 7, 2012

ABQ Cimina Candelaria  
CD RN GN 

 
earned her  

Graduate Novice Title (GN)

Greyrock Tozan Maximum High, RN, 
NA . . . just finished his Novice Agility 
and has two legs towards his Novice 
Jumpers with Weaves.  He has only 
trialed two weekends!

Owner: Pat Maynard 

Update as of 1-17-2012

Max just added BN (Beginner Novice) 
to his title.  He earned qualifying legs 
last weekend in three straight shows.  
He was in the ribbons each day . . . 

1st, 4th & 2nd places.

Member Brags

“Maks”   
CH. Blue Moon Mister Poppins 
 finished his championship at  

11 months old from the Bred by 
Exhibitor class at the  
Palm Springs Shows.
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CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill BN CD RN
and

CH P.S. Phoebe II  Christhill 
Best Brace in Show



In October 1985, North Carolina veterinarian William Martin 
signed up for a class offered by IVAS, the International Vet-
erinary Acupuncture Society. It consisted of a four-day course 
once a month for four months and a certification test at the end. 
The first part of the course covered the Chinese history and 
theory of acupuncture, including yin and yang, the different me-
ridians and alarm points. He explains: “This did not relate at all 
to veterinary medicine that I had learned in the Western world.” 
It was so foreign, in fact, that while traveling home after that first 
session, Martin decided he would drop out of the course. Upon 
his return, he learned that his 5-year-old Miniature Dachshund 
had been paralyzed for five days with an intervertebral disc 
problem. His associate had tried the typical Western treatments, 
but the dog’s condition had not improved. “I immediately thought 
I would really test the acupuncture stuff, so I called one of the 
teachers that I had met at the school,” Martin relates. “Over the 
telephone we did some hands-on diagnostics. He told me where 
and how to insert regular hypodermic needles in acupuncture 
points.” Within four hours, the Dachshund was standing. Martin 
calls it his first miracle of acupuncture. “I immediately decided to 
continue with the course,” he says. Martin’s story is just one in a 
substantial collection of anecdotes attesting to acupuncture’s ef-
fectiveness and leading to the growing popularity of this ancient 
practice in the Western world.

In the following we will consider the philosophies of traditional 
Chinese medicine (TCM), how and why many veterinarians now 
are using acupuncture, the illnesses commonly treated with the 
technique and the competing scientific theories that attempt to 
explain it.                               

An Ancient Art

In the narrowest sense, acupuncture is the application of small-
gauge needles to various points on the body for the purpose of 
eliciting physiological responses in the treatment of almost any 
disease or condition, and it seems especially useful for relieving 
pain. In a broader sense, acupuncture is an ancient procedure 
used in TCM for the treatment of whole-body conditions.

No one really knows when or where it started, but it has an-
cient roots. A primitive acupuncture-like therapy was practiced 
in India some 7000 years ago, and Stone Age humans used 
fishbone needles in China 5000 years ago.(1) A large body of 
written information about the practice has survived the ages and 
grown with time (2). 

One of the earliest records of veterinary acupuncture was some 
3000 years ago in India for the treatment of elephants; however, 
the father of veterinary acupuncture generally is considered

to be Shun Yang (480 BC) from China. The earliest American 
medical journal reference the authors could find to acupunc-
ture’s use in human medicine was in 1836; however, Euro-
pean writers of the late 1600s had published on the subject 
earlier (3,4). Interestingly, Sir William Osler, who taught at 
Harvard and Yale and who gave the world its current residen-
cy system of medical education, wrote of acupuncture in 1892 
(5). The procedure did not make it into the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine until 1926, but these references were positive, 
indicating that acupuncture could be an appropriate and useful 
medical technique.

The procedure had been used for a variety of illnesses, but it 
began to fall into obscurity in the 1940s in the United States as 
people turned to newly emerging, potent, increasingly ailment-
specific antibiotics to treat their health problems.

In 1973, The American Medical Association Council of Sci-
entific Affairs declared acupuncture an experimental medical 
procedure. The increased interest was due in no small part 
to Richard Nixon’s efforts to improve relations with China, 
where acupuncture was and still is a common practice. In fact, 
James Reston, a member of Nixon’s press corps in China, had 
surgery using acupuncture as an anesthesia, which later was 
widely reported in the press. By 1983, the American Osteo-
pathic Association endorsed the use of acupuncture as a part 
of medical practice.
Although acupuncture terminology still is largely based on 
philosophy, it has become apparent that the scientific method 

has crept into the practice with the result that the Western vet-
erinary and medical establishments are less able to discount 
acupuncture as a pastime of shamans.

Along with acupuncture’s increased use in human medicine, 
veterinary acupuncture has moved closer to mainstream 
practices. It also might be said that the mainstream has moved 
closer to acupuncture, given that chapters on acupuncture 
now are standard in many major veterinary texts. In addition, 
acupuncture has become a big business worldwide. Today 
nearly 3 million veterinary and medical practitioners, assistants 
and pharmacists are trained in acupuncture. Of this number it 
is estimated that 150,000 are veterinarians and 700,000 are 
paraveterinary assistants.

The IVAS has become the primary professional society for 
veterinary acupuncturists in the United States, complete with a 
newsletter, a journal and a World Wide Web site.  
http://www.ivas.org

“Comparing an acupuncturist with a  
Western veterinary or medical practitioner  

is similar to comparing a gardener and a mechanic.”

Acupuncture for Dogs Gaining Acceptance 
By Susan Thorpe-Vargas, PhD and John C. Cargill, MA, MBA, MS
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An Eastern Perspective

To understand the basics of acupuncture it is important to 
comprehend the tradition out of which it developed. In TCM, 
animals and humans are viewed as tiny parts of an infinite 
universe subject to laws that govern all living and nonliving 
things. The fundamental concept is that an animal or person 
who follows these general laws of nature will reap the benefits 
of good health.

Acupuncture is not a stand-alone procedure in this framework; 
rather, it is a part of a much larger medical system encom-
passing acupuncture, moxibustion (the burning of moxa, a soft 
downy material, on the skin in the treatment of various 
disorders), massage, breathing exercises, nutrition, herbal 
medicine and even philosophy of life (6). 

The goal of TCM is to diagnose imbalances in the life force 
(Qi), determine their causes (etiology of the disease) and 
subsequently remove those causes from the patient’s envi-
ronment (treatment). TCM views disease as an imbalance 
between two polarities of Qi, yin (-) and yang (+). Within this 
conceptual framework, acupuncture is used to “communicate” 
with body organs and tissues through special channels or me-
ridians. (There is no known physiological equivalent to these 
energy pathways.) Health and healing in this context is the 
integration and restoration of balance or harmony of Qi. This 
view has been validated most recently by the discovery of the 
relationship between brain chemistry and the immune system. 
Some critics assert that Western medicine has a mechanistic 
view of health, reducing disease and illness to specific cellular 
and molecular systems. Outstanding medical advances have 
been made using the western viewpoint, but, according to the 
Eastern tradition, the sum of the whole body still is greater 
than its parts (6).

The effectiveness of many traditional acupuncture points has 
been determined experimentally. Some 670 of them have 
survived the test of time. In her book, Between Heaven and 
Earth, Harriet Beinfield proposed an analogy: “comparing 
an acupuncturist with a Western veterinary or medical prac-
titioner is similar to comparing a gardener and a mechanic” 
(7) The gardener considers the totality of his or her plants’ 
environment (sunlight, density of planting, types and amounts 
of fertiliser, temperature, water, etc.), whereas the mechanic 
searches to replace or repair a dysfunctional component.

Theories In Practice

To illustrate the differences between the Eastern and West-
ern philosophies as they relate to veterinary medicine, let us 
follow a hypothetical canine patient while she is being exam-
ined by a Western-trained clinician and compare this to the 
procedures used by a practitioner of TCM. An owner makes 
an appointment because her previously house-trained female 
dog recently has started having “accidents” in the house, and 
she wants to rule out a medical basis for the problem before 
she addresses it as a behavioral issue. Both practitioners will 
be presented with the same symptoms, but their methods of 
diagnostics will be completely different.

At the traditional vet’s office, the dog is placed on the examin-
ing table, and the vet asks questions about the frequency and 
quantity of urination. While the owner is talking, the vet takes 
the dog’s temperature and then begins to perform a physical 
exam that includes listening to the heart and bowel sounds 
and palpating the abdomen to check for any masses. The vet 
suggests several lab tests to rule out a urinary tract infection 
and other more serious diseases such as diabetes mellitus 
and diabetes insipidus. The total focus of the appointment is 
to address the clinical symptoms. In contrast, the vet trained 
in TCM asks questions about the dog’s behavior and previous 
history, which may be similar to the questions that the tradi-
tional vet asks, such as: “Does the dog drink small or large 
amounts of water at one time?” “When did the behavior start to 
occur?” and “How often does it happen?”

The practitioner then goes on to ask what may seem to be 
unrelated questions. Does it happen more frequently at a par-
ticular time of the day? Does your pet choose to sleep in the 
sun, or does she seek out a cool, shady spot? Does she like 
to lie on a soft surface, or does she prefer to sleep on a firm 
supportive surface?

By now the owner may become impatient with answering de-
tailed questions that do not appear to have anything to do with 
the problem. But to a practitioner of TCM, these questions are 
all valid because the patient is an individual made up of physi-
cal, mental and emotional components. Questions are asked 
about the dog’s environment, her diet and favorite foods, 
stressors and behavioral tendencies in an attempt to consider 
the “whole,” just as the gardener considers the totality of his or 
her environment.

While the owner is relating this information, the TCM practitio-
ner observes the animal’s behavior in the exam room, check-
ing her tongue, looking at the dog’s body shape and exam-
ining her skin and coat. The next part of the exam includes 
listening to the chest with a stethoscope and taking note of the 
breathing sounds and the character of her bark.

Just like the Western clinician, the TCM practitioner then 
palpates the abdomen and limbs. In addition he or she will 
check the dog’s pulse (which provides information about organ 
systems and their locations on energy pathways) and also will
assess specific areas along the back, sides and abdomen. 

Acupuncture for Dogs
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In this tradition these diagnostic points correspond to specific 
internal organs.

Finally, the TCM practitioner smells for specific odors emanat-
ing from the eyes, nose, ears and mouth, which all play a part 
in the diagnostic process.

The Acupuncture Procedure

The lab tests suggested by the traditional Western vet rule 
out the serious diseases associated with urinary incontinence, 
and the diagnosis indicates oestrogen-responsive atrophy of 
the muscle of the bladder wall. The allopathic vet probably will 
prescribe dosages of DES (diethylstilbestrol), a synthetic oes-
trogen, to maintain bladder tone. Although DES is indicated for 
the treatment of this kind of incontinence, it has many possible 
side effects, including skin and liver problems and mammary 
tumours.

The difference between the allopathic system of treatment and 
the system of TCM boils down to this: In Western medicine, 
the same disease or condition normally is treated the same 
way in all patients; in TCM, the same condition may and most 
probably will be treated differently in different patients because 
the underlying causes may differ.

In TCM, frequent urination or incontinence usually stems from 
a weakness in the kidney yang, which can cause an overall 
deficiency in the Qi. Incontinence also is a function of the Qi 
associated with the spleen, because it is believed the spleen 
keeps organs functioning properly and can be stimulated to 
treat herniations, prolapses, etc.

Treatment most likely would consist of using needles to elicit a 
physiological response by stimulating specific anatomic loci, in 
this case, along the bladder, kidney and spleen meridians. The 
size of the animal and the location of the points being treated 
determine the length of the needles used. A short needle, 
about 0.5 inch, is used in points located over bony areas such 
as the head or face. The most common size used is about 1 
inch long. For larger dogs or for deeper penetration, there are 
longer needles available (1.5-2.0 inches). The needles are 
solid and very flexible, and presterilised disposable ones are 
an option.

In the hands of a properly trained clinician, the animal does 
not appear to have any discomfort at all. Inserting the needles 
to the proper depth and angle, manipulating them during the 
treatment and removing them all are techniques that can be 
achieved only through training and extensive practice. This is 
why it is so important to consult a properly certified veterinary 
acupuncturist.

In the general treatment of ailments, it may take four to eight 
sessions to know if acupuncture therapy will be effective, 
although a response could be seen even after the first treat-
ment, and improvements often are noticed after the third. 
Treatments may last from 10 seconds to 30 minutes and may 
be recommended once or twice weekly. The long-term goal

is always to fix the number of treatments to the minimum 
required for effectiveness. This may be every six months for 
arthritis or could be as often as every two months for other 
conditions. Both frequency and duration of treatment depend 
on the animal and the ailment.

What Can be Treated?

In addition to incontinence, acupuncture, in conjunction with 
TCM or the body of Western medicine, may be considered 
supportive or adjunct therapy for a vast array of other condi-
tions. Notice of the procedure’s versatility was boosted with 
tests of its effectiveness in humans. The University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, conducted the Acupuncture Research 
Project from 1973 to 1980. When the study began it was 
viewed as little more than a curiosity-until the findings started 
trickling in.

At the outset, medical opposition was high and resolute, 
especially from orthopedic surgeons. Public acceptance was 
more immediate than acceptance by the medical community. 
Satisfied patients referred friends, and eventually the waiting 
list was six weeks for an appointment. The UCLA Acupuncture 
Research Project found various forms of acupuncture were 
effective for pain relief for various orthopedic, obstetric and 
surgical procedures; treatment of chronic pain; sensorineu-
ral hearing loss; compulsive disorders such as obesity and 
tobacco and drug addiction; and bronchial asthma.

In other studies conducted on both humans and dogs, acu-
puncture was found to be beneficial in cases where analgesics 
and anti-inflammatory medications had been ineffective or 
had demonstrated side effects and in cases where surgery 
was not recommended. For example, many practitioners are 
pleased with the results of acupuncture in treating arthritis in 
both humans and canines. One study found that acupuncture 
enhanced the efficacy of antibiotic treatment for canine otitis 
crises (8).

Favorable acupuncture results have been reported in the treat-
ment of many other canine conditions, including the following: 
cardiovascular disorders (9), chronic respiratory conditions 
(10), dermatological disorders (11), gastrointestinal disorders 
(12), gynecological disorders (13), immune-mediated disor-
ders (14), male reproductive disorders (15), musculoskeletal 
disorders (16), neurological disorders (17), reproductive 
disorders (18), thoracolumbar and cervical disc disease (19, 
20). Deciding if your dog should be treated with acupuncture 
therapy often depends on the dog itself and the condition af-
flicting it. “My attitude is that with each and every animal with 
each and every condition, you look at what the best compre-
hensive integrative approach is and develop a therapeutic 
plan for that animal,” explains Allen Schoen, DVM, co-editor of 
Complementary and Alternative Veterinary Medicine: Prin-
ciples and Practice (Mosby 1998). “Sometimes acupuncture is 
used as a last resort; at other times it may be chosen as the 
first approach [for example] if surgery would have potential 
complications, and only if acupuncture didn’t work would you 
consider surgery.”

Acupuncture for Dogs
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According to Schoen, before you decide on any treatment 
approach, it is important to get a good diagnosis and then look 
at all the options, including acupuncture and those offered by 
conventional medicine. He suggests obtaining a traditional vet-
erinarian’s opinion and diagnosis before deciding if acupunc-
ture should complement the treatment of veterinary disorders.

Schoen explains there are some situations in which acupunc-
ture may not be effective or should not be used. For example, 
extremely anxious pets sometimes can be so excitable that 
the release of their own adrenaline counteracts acupuncture’s 
benefits. Owners also should be aware of specific medical 
complications. “[Acupuncture] normally does not interfere with 
other conventional approaches,” he explains, “but certain med-
ications, such as corticosteroids, can decrease the effective-
ness of acupuncture. [In addition,] you want to be exceedingly 
careful in using acupuncture with cancer because selecting 
the wrong points can actually accelerate the cancer growth.”

Because of this, in Schoen’s opinion, only someone who is 
trained in both veterinary medicine and veterinary acupuncture 
should treat your pet if you are considering acupuncture as an 
alternative therapy.

How Does it Work?

Now that we’ve explored the philosophy behind acupuncture 
and some of those theories in practice, you may be wonder-
ing about the science behind the technique and if there is any 
clinical evidence of efficacy that will withstand modern West-
ern scrutiny. The answer is a qualified “yes.” Some modern 
practitioners feel that at its most basic level, acupuncture is 
applied neurophysiology. We may one day be able to explain 
acupuncture in those terms. Today, Western science still has 
a poor understanding of its mechanisms. However, the body 
of anecdotal evidence supporting its effectiveness is over-
whelming. One only has to watch surgery under acupuncture 
anesthesia to comprehend that something significant and un-
familiar to the Western way of thinking is going on. The World 
Health Organization concluded in 1979 that “Acupuncture is 
clearly not a panacea for all ills but sheer weight of evidence 
demands that acupuncture must be taken seriously as a clini-
cal procedure of considerable value.”

Acupuncture has had field tests, too. Some 4000 years of 
application on a sizeable segment of the world’s population 
makes acupuncture arguably the most widely practiced and 
thoroughly tested medical technique in history (21). In 1998 
the American Veterinary Medical Association took this position 
in its “Guidelines for Complementary and Alternative Veteri-
nary Medicine” approved by the American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association: “Veterinary acupuncture and acutherapy are 
considered an integral part of veterinary medicine. These tech-
niques should be regarded as surgical and/or medical proce-
dures under state veterinary practice acts. It is recommended 
that educational programs be undertaken by veterinarians 
before they are considered competent to practice veterinary 
acupuncture.”

Besides acupuncture courses that currently are available, 
there also are some popular textbooks including Veterinary 
Acupuncture by Alan Klide and Shiu Kung (22). A more 
recent book is Veterinary Acupuncture: Ancient Art of Modern 
Medicine (23). For a more general, TCM text suitable for the 
layperson, we suggest Four Paws, Five Directions by Cheryl 
Schwartz (24).

Scientific Explanations

To understand how the theories of acupuncture translate to 
pain relief, it is necessary to know a little about how pain is 
transmitted and experienced by the body. Pain is a double-
edged sword. On one hand it protects us from damage by 
warning us of harmful situations, but in chronic conditions it is 
as debilitating as the disease process itself. Abnormal chronic 
pain states are thought to result from damage within the pain 
pathway itself, either in the peripheral nerves or the central 
nervous system.

The normal protective pain mechanism, which warns of im-
pending or actual damage, is activated by mechanical, heat 
or other noxious stimuli impinging on pain receptors that then 
transmit the pain impulse to the CNS through afferent nerve 
fibers. Unlike other sensory input, pain recognition is subjec-
tive, and previous experiences can influence one’s perception 
of it. This is true of dogs also; some breeds generally are more 
stoic than others. Pain perception also is a function of sex as 
females have shown a much higher pain threshold.

How is this possible? The body has its own pain-suppression 
mechanisms. This built-in analgesic system depends on the 
presence of endogenous opiates, which include endorphins. 
Most Western theories suggest acupuncture either instigates 
the production of these opiates or blocks pain transmission. 
Not unexpectedly, when East meets West and when philoso-
phy meets science, confusion undoubtedly will occur. Simi-
larly, when old meets new, questions of quackery from both 
sides will arise. Even in light of this, some Western theories 
have sought to explain the reported pain-relief benefits of acu-
puncture. One of those is the gate or inhibition theory, which 
proposes that pain is blocked by stimulating sensory neurones 
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that travel faster than those that transmit pain (25).

Another theory suggests acupuncture may have localized 
vasodilatation effects, which would explain the procedure’s 
benefits specific to musculoskeletal disorders. Dilated blood 
vessels are better able to eliminate pain-producing substances 
such as bradykinin (a substance released from blood plasma 
by some snake venoms and certain other enzymes that lowers 
blood pressure and triggers pain), prostaglandins and other 
inflammatory products.

Another explanation is the autonomic theory, which maintains 
that internal organs can be stimulated by external acupuncture 
points that selectively excite parasympathetic and sympathetic 
nerves regulating the autonomic nervous system (28).

The bioelectric theory tops off this confusing mix of theories. 
It suggests acupuncture meridians are like direct current 
pathways and acupuncture points function as amplifiers. 
What these theories have in common is the stimulation of 
acupuncture points via insertion of small needles, application 
of pressure, cupping (suction) and application of heat through 
moxibustion (which can be used to raise the temperature of 
the needles), or infrared, laser or electrical stimulation.

Several types of nerve fibers are involved in pain transmission. 
As mentioned before, there are three types of pain recep-
tors. Stimuli received from the mechanical and thermal pain 
receptors are transmitted over large myelinated A-delta fibers 
at a speed close to 30 meters per second. Impulses received 
by the other type of receptors travel much more slowly on the 
C fibers at the rate of 12 meters per second. A-alpha fibers, 
which are necessary for the proper perception of where we are 
in three-dimensional space, i.e., where our feet are located, 
are found in muscles and joints. Alpha-beta neurones are in-
volved in feeling light touch and the bending of hairs. A-alpha 
and A-beta fibers transmit nerve impulses many times faster 
than A-delta or C fibers. AP stimulation may induce non-
painful sensory information that travels along A-beta fibers. 
When the information reaches something called the inhibitory 
interneurones, it shuts a nerve transmission “gate” that blocks 
the conduction of the slower travelling A-delta and C fibres.

The gate theory may account for some part of the mechanism 
of acupuncture analgesia, but it does not explain the delayed 
effects of treatment or the results of cross-circulation studies 
(studies in which the blood circulation of two animals were 
connected, and the procedure performed on one produced 
results in both). These factors are much better explained by 
the competing humoral theory, which states that acupuncture 
instigates the release of endogenous (developed from within) 
opiates that produce a self-induced analgesia (26). In other 
words, acupuncture may work by stimulating specific afferent 
nerves, which in turn activate a spinal cord center, a mid-brain 
center and the hypothalamus/anterior pituitary unit. All three of 
these have been shown to block pain transmission by means 
of endorphins and/or other analgesic neurotransmitters. Some 
believe that acupuncture’s pain relief derives from a combina-
tion of the neurological and humoral explanations (27).

Interpreting Scientific Studies

Although acupuncture’s successes have been tested in prac-
tice throughout history and have attracted a following of practi-
tioners and patients, rigorous scientific acupuncture trials have 
yielded mixed results. Unfortunately, there is no tight control of 
patient suitability/responsiveness or practitioner expertise, and 
even studies with statistical analyses may be flawed because 
of inappropriately small or non-random samples. One well-
known text used to teach biostatistics to medical and veteri-
nary students maintains that in general, major errors are made 
in the statistical treatment of data in at least 50 percent of all 
the papers submitted for peer review in journals (29). Signifi-
cant efforts have been made to improve the validity of statisti-
cal inferences drawn in journal articles.

Flaws in the statistical treatment of experimental data espe-
cially are damaging in clinical studies. Veterinarians and physi-
cians consider their treatment options (including acupuncture) 
based on the outcomes of clinical trials. If erroneous conclu-
sions are drawn from experimental data, patients may be 
exposed to unnecessary risks, discomfort and expense. Worst 
of all, more efficacious treatment may be delayed or not even 
attempted. It is therefore important to read the claims made 
about acupuncture with a discerning eye. This is not to say the 
use of statistics is an invalid and unrecognized strategy, but 
be aware that errors can be made in both the experimental 
design and in the conclusions drawn, so what you read always 
must be questioned with those caveats in mind.

Some detractors absolutely are convinced that acupuncture is 
little more than “nonsense with needles” and hope it will pass 
from the contemporary scene and fall into disuse like other 
obsolete treatments such as purging, leeching and bleeding 
(30). A lack of evidence, however, is not proof that a treatment 
is not effective. In the words of a colleague, “If there are no 
benefits derived from the process, acupuncture would have 
to be categorized as one of the longest playing scams in the 
history of mankind (31)”.

 

Acupuncture for Dogs

“If there are no benefits  
derived from the process, 

acupuncture would have to 
be categorized as one of the 
longest playing scams in the 

history of mankind.”

52                                                                                             



We have barely scratched the surface of this complex and 
controversial subject. However, we hope you take away from
this article the following:

1) Acupuncture can be a beneficial adjunct therapy, but it has 
its own set of dangers, not the least of which is the possibility 
of a lack of diagnosis or misdiagnosis of problems that rou-
tinely would be identified in Western veterinary medicine;

2) Anecdotally, acupuncture works, so if you do choose to take 
your dog to a veterinary acupuncturist, take it to someone who 
is having success in treating similar problems;

3) if Western medicine has failed your dog, there is little to 
lose in trying acupuncture. But do not expect it to be the 
miracle cure; it is not a panacea. In the hands of some practi-
tioners, however, it has produced successes that are hard to 
explain using the principles of our current scientific and medi-
cal knowledge.

John Cargill, Retired Officer of Marines, statistician and sci-
ence writer, grew up with Airedale Terriers and American Fox-
hounds but lives on a boat in Florida with his 5-year-old Akita, 
Ch. Kimdamar’s Jumbalaya Jazz (call name “JJ”).

Susan Thorpe-Vargas has a doctorate in immunology and has 
an extensive chemistry and lab background. She has been in-
volved in numerous Environmental Protection Agency cleanup 
sites. Susan also raises and shows Samoyeds.
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It is administered by “laying on hands” and is based on the 
idea that an unseen “life force energy” flows through us and is 
what causes us to be alive. If one’s “life force energy” is low, 
then we are more likely to get sick or feel stress, and if it is 
high, we are more capable of being happy and healthy.

The word Reiki is made of two Japanese words - Rei which 
means “God’s Wisdom or the Higher Power” and Ki which is 
“life force energy.” So Reiki is actually “spiritually guided life 
force energy.”

A treatment feels like a wonderful glowing radiance that flows 
through and around you. Reiki treats the whole person, includ-
ing body, emotions, mind and spirit creating many beneficial 
effects that include relaxation and feelings of peace, security 
and wellbeing. Many have reported miraculous results.

Reiki is a simple, natural and safe method of spiritual healing 
and self-improvement that everyone can use. It has been ef-
fective in helping virtually every known illness and malady and 
always creates a beneficial effect. It also works in conjunction 
with all other medical or therapeutic techniques to relieve side 
effects and promote recovery.

An amazingly simple technique to learn, the ability to use Reiki 
is not taught in the usual sense, but is transferred to the stu-
dent during a Reiki class. This ability is passed on during an 
“attunement” given by a Reiki master and allows the student 
to tap into an unlimited supply of “life force energy” to improve 
one’s health and enhance the quality of life.

Its use is not dependent on one’s intellectual capacity or spiri-
tual development and therefore is available to everyone. It has 
been successfully taught to thousands of people of all ages 
and backgrounds.

While Reiki is spiritual in nature, it is not a religion. It has no 
dogma, and there is nothing you must believe in order to learn 
and use Reiki. In fact, Reiki is not dependent on belief at all 
and will work whether you believe in it or not. Because Reiki 
comes from God, many people find that using Reiki puts them 
more in touch with the experience of their religion rather than 
having only an intellectual concept of it.

While Reiki is not a religion, it is still important to live and act in 
a way that promotes harmony with others. Dr. Mikao Usui, the 
founder of the Reiki system of natural healing, recommended 
that one practice certain simple ethical ideals to promote 
peace and harmony, which are nearly universal across all 
cultures.

During a meditation several years after developing Reiki, 
Dr. Usui decided to add the Reiki Ideals to the practice of 
Reiki. The Ideals came in part from the five prinicples of the 
Meiji emperor of Japan whom Dr. Usui admired. The Ideals 
were developed to add spiritual balance to Usui Reiki. Their 
purpose is to help people realize that healing the spirit by 
consciously deciding to improve oneself is a necessary part 
of the Reiki healing experience. In order for the Reiki heal-
ing energies to have lasting results, the client must accept 
responsibility for her or his healing and take an active part in 
it. Therefore, the Usui system of Reiki is more than the use of 
the Reiki energy. It must also include an active commitment to 
improve oneself in order for it to be a complete system. The 
ideals are both guidelines for living a gracious life and virtues 
worthy of practice for their inherent value.

The secret art of inviting happiness
The miraculous medicine of all diseases
Just for today, do not anger
Do not worry and be filled with gratitude
Devote yourself to your work. Be kind to people.
Every morning and evening, join your hands in prayer.
Pray these words to your heart
and chant these words with your mouth
Usui Reiki Treatment for the improvement of body and mind

 - The founder , Usui Mikao

reprinted with permission 2012
William Lee Rand
www.reiki.org

Reiki is a Japanese 
         technique for stress reduction

  and relaxation that also promotes healing..........
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Stress is defined as “mental, emotional, or physical strain or 
tension,” and the damaging effects of long-term stress/anxiety 
are well documented in humans. The whole process of the 
“fight or flight” mechanism, whereby adrenaline and cortisol is 
released, can be hugely damaging physiologically on a long-
term basis.

Have you considered the effects of stress on your dog? Usu-
ally stress in dogs results in an impaired quality of life, inap-
propriate behavior patterns, and lack of consistency in the 
environment, poor socialization, diet/welfare issues, genetic 
factors/physical illness, ongoing fears, etc. can all be caus-
ative factors.

As owners, we first need to recognise the “normal” body lan-
guage of our own dogs, so that we can avoid the dog enduring 
prolonged or unnecessary stress. A fearful, stressed dog may 
have changed eye contact / expression / ear posture / head 
and body posture, be panting rapidly, carry its tail lower, and 
quiver excessively. An excellent book helping owners under-
stand canine body language is Canine Body Language by 
Brenda Aloff.

You might be unsure about what Reiki is and how it can help 
you and your dogs. Reiki is a gentle, relaxing, and wonderfully 
de-stressing healing technique in which a properly trained and 
qualified practitioner channels energy for the benefit of the cli-
ent…. be they animal or human. First developed by Dr. Mikao 
Usui in Japan in the early 20th century, there are a number of 
different schools of Reiki. In all Reiki, however, healing takes 
place on mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical levels.   

In humans, this hands-on approach is either used lightly on 
the fully clothed body or within the aura surrounding the body. 
Certain pre-treatment procedures are undertaken by the prac-
titioner, and the treatment itself is normally given in a quiet, 
peaceful atmosphere. 

In stressed animals, it may take time for them to accept 
hands-on treatment, but this can generally be achieved with 
patience, and owners generally find the more relaxed posture 
of their dogs very encouraging. For specific information about 
using Reiki on dogs I would recommend Animal Reiki by Eliza-
beth Fulton and Kathleen Prasad, whose respectful approach 
to working with animals is an inspiration.

My training in the UK has been via a Reiki Master Teacher      
(Ann Smith of Stafford, who is a Master Teacher member of 
the UK Reiki Federation), who has completed Reiki Level 3 
training. Anyone who has undergone Reiki Level 1 training 
can use Reiki on themselves, and practice on family/friends/
pets. Level 2 training requires a number of case studies to 
be completed, after these have been accepted by the Master 
Teacher, and once certification is granted, it is possible to set 
up in practice. 

For the benefit of American readers, I have enclosed details of 
some Reiki web sites in the US, although I do not have

personal experi-
ence of their 
standards or ethics. 
Obviously, where 
possible, check on 
the training and 
experience of any-
one you approach 
to treat your dog or yourself, and if possible obtain a personal 
recommendation from someone you trust.

I use Reiki on my own Aussies and in my dog training and 
grooming business, as well as regularly using it on myself, 
family, and friends.

I am a practising member of the UK Reiki Federation and 
regularly undertake further reading and study to help my prac-
tice and understanding of Reiki.  It must be emphasized that 
Reiki is not a replacement for appropriate veterinary or medi-
cal attention, but is a useful tool for those owners interested 
in helping themselves or their dogs achieve a calmer, more 
relaxed quality of life. 

Recently when one of my own dogs, Nikita, was unwell, I was 
able to use Reiki to help her relax….. having swallowed a 
peach stone which blocked her gut, she required a surgical 
resection of the bowel but I felt better in being able to help 
her stay as calm as possible in the circumstances.  Reiki has 
been equally successful in helping rescue dogs with separa-
tion anxiety, dogs who bark excessively and I often find all the 
dogs jumping up on the sofa to enjoy the benefits of a Reiki 
session!

My oldest Aussie, Ch Millvalley Blue Heaven at Iandor ( Mary 
Lou) frequently accompanies me when I go up to my Reiki 
room, where I have an electronic recliner chair, my relaxation 
CDs, candles’s and a selection of crystals. As I do Reiki on 
myself, she lies on my lap, totally chilled out ... just like her 
owner!

To finish, I would like to quote from a lovely book by Suzanne 
Clothier If A Dog’s Prayers Were Answered, Bones Would 
Rain from the Sky. “When we enter into a relationship with 
a dog, or any other being, we are seeking a connection, or 
perhaps more accurately what we feel as a result of this con-
nection” “ what we are seeking and striving for is a quality of 
connection that is….hopefully … a mutually pleasurable state, 
a dance of two spirits moving in agreement. Though we may 
be unable to articulate precisely what we seek, we recognise 
it when it happens. Simply stated, it feels good when it is right, 
and it does not feel good when things are wrong.” 

How fortunate if we have a strategy such as Reiki to help us 
achieve and maintain that connection.

American web sites for Reiki:
www.reikicentreusa.com 
www.reikiranch.com 

eiki For Dogs
by Doreen Simpkins
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In the mid 1970’s, Sydney 
married a local dentist Antis 
M. Butcher.  Together they 
discovered the Australian 
Terrier breed and the joy of 
showing their many dogs in 
both confirmation and obe-
dience.  It wasn’t long until 
she became involved in the 
rescue side of the Australian 
Terrier breed.  At one point, 
their household contained 
two adults, five dogs and 
lots of commotion!  While most people have candlesticks on 
their fireplace mantles, Sydney and Butch lined theirs with 
urns containing the ashes of ALL their dogs (and one stray 
cat)!

Sydney suffered a massive stroke and died in Tulsa, Okla-
homa on January 14, 2012.  Johnny Cash music was playing 
and a picture of some of her favorite ‘kids’ were on a bedside 
table.  She was adamant that the death notice not have her 
year of birth listed – and threatened to come ‘back and haunt’ 
anyone if they divulged the information.  She always said she 
wanted to go to the ‘big kennel in the sky’ and we feel certain 
she was met by Johnny and all her dogs.  She was a remark-
able, ‘one of a kind’ lady, and is missed. 

Sydney Hooker (Butcher) was born October 19 in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, the only child of Zella Maud Windle and Sydney 
Hooker II.  Her parents divorced when she was very young 
and she and her mother lived with her maternal grandparents.  
The entire family loved dogs and Sydney’s first dog, Buddy 
a Boston Terrier, was a rescue found near the railroad yard.  
The two were inseparable and he is seen in almost all family 
photos!   Sydney graduated from high school at the age of 16 
and wasn’t allowed to ‘go away’ to college instead attending 
a junior college near Muskogee.  After her first year, she suc-
ceeded in convincing the family to let her continue her educa-
tion in Texas.  

In 1942 she married Leon Gray, a Captain in the US Army.  
While he was stationed overseas during WWII, Sydney be-
came enthralled with the Collie breed and wanted to open a 
kennel upon Leon’s return.  He convinced her to instead buy 
a Collie (Susie) and begin showing her in confirmation meets.  
Sydney’s became ‘hooked’ the first time in the ring with Susie 
and among her possessions is the first ribbon she won in 1948 
with Susie.  

A daughter was born in 1950 (who vividly remembers Susie 
keeping watch over the playpen).  The household was never 
without a dog (rescue mutt) and for some reason always had 
the oddest name, i.e. Myrtle, Tico, Mabel.  During this time 
Syd became interested in genealogy and many vacations 
were spent in courthouses and cemeteries (with the dogs in 
tow) as she uncovered her ancestry.  One highlight was learn-
ing she and Tennessee Williams were second cousins.  At a 
family reunion she met his brother, Dakin, and the next thing 
the family knew, she was the guest of Tennessee and Dakin 
for the opening of ‘Sweet Bird of Youth’ on the Chicago stage.  

After her divorce, she and her daughter had several poodles 
and enjoyed working together in obedience training and 
matches.  Her love for one particular poodle, Charlie, knew 
no bounds – one day she came home to find that Charlie had 
chewed a hole in her mink wrap and the entire backs off her 
alligator shoes – but Syd blamed herself for not putting them 
away in her closet!

In Memory of... Sydney Butcher
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I have cried each and every time that I have tried to write 
about Taz.  I miss my “little boy” terribly as he left us in 
October 2011 at the ripe old age of 16.

Taz came to us 3 months after I lost my first, dear Aussie, 
Rags, to cancer.  Our other dog, Maxwell, an Australian Cattle 
dog and I had been inconsolable.  Then came the e-mail.  
Aussie Rescue had a dog for us to consider, Taz.  Even 
though I lived in Colorado, fate put me in the Chicago area the 
day I got the e-mail.

Taz was being fostered in Wisconsin only a couple of hours 
from me when I received the e-mail while visiting in Illinois.  
Maxwell and I drove to Wisconsin.  I met Taz as he looked at 
me through his foster mom’s storm door.  It was love at first 
sight.  Taz was ready to start his new life.  When I look back 
on that day, it was magical for me and for Maxwell.

Taz was already 6 years old when I adopted him.  And those 6 
years were tough ones.  He had suffered neglect and abuse. 
His teeth were in bad shape, he had been on phenobarbital 
and steroids all 6 years of his life for no apparent reason, his 
back had been injured by a blow, he was not able to wag his 
tail, razor blades had been used to cut his abdominal fur, and 
he was scarred.  

He didn’t really respond to language and had little idea what 
a leash was.  He did not know how to take a walk and spent 
time hiding under the bed and growling.  The amazing thing 
about Taz was his capacity to forgive and let go of his trau-
matic past and trust a new family.

Taz became part of my family 
very quickly and began his 
new “puppy-hood” at age 6.  
As I think back on his life with 
us, the word “first” comes to 
mind.  He was my first adopted 
rescue dog.  He was his foster 
mom’s first rescue adoption.  
He was our Maxwell’s first 
real buddy.  Taz had his first 
mountain hikes and Atlantic 
beach experiences with us.  
He was the first dog to try our 
vet’s experimental treatment 
for diabetes.  I am convinced 

that when we adopted him, it was the first time he really knew 
he was very special.

He was fearless, 
curious and had a 
wonderful life with 
his canine compan-
ions Maxwell, who 
also passed from 
cancer in 2006, and 
then Charles, Sadie, 
and Arlo, all adopted 
through Aussie 
Rescue.  He was a 
gentle alpha, always 
keeping our trio of 
young Aussies in 
line.  He taught them 
many things, the 
best was teaching 
them the location of 
his favorite stream  
in Breckinridge, CO.

It was incredibly difficult to say goodbye to our beautiful little 
terrier.  Taz will forever be in our hearts.  We were his forever 
home.  I will always miss my “little boy” and am grateful and 
thankful to Aussie Rescue for bringing us together.

Australian Terrier Rescue
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Feliz,  
Adopted in December 2011

Coco 
Adopted in November 2011

Choctaw, now Gus
Adopted in December 2011

Update on Gus (1-10-2012)

We are still absolutely fascinated by Gus.  It is nice to have a 
young energetic pet back in the household.  Gus has done good 
so far since we’ve went back to school.  He runs in the house and 
gyrates (sometimes in the air) like a slinky and races around for 
about 7 laps around the house when we first get home.  We have 
a few observations of Gus that I think you will agree with.  He is 
extremely curious. 
He sneezes like a person.  
He’s always RIGHT behind you. 
He’s never met a human that he didn’t like.  
He loves to play.  
He can flick his toys great distances. 

And with all of this, he’s a lap dog too, maybe even when you 
least expect it. ;)  He goes with me when I jog in the morning.  
It’s at 5:00 a.m. so cars aren’t much of an issue so we have to 
run in the middle of the street so he doesn’t have to mark every 
markable thing.  When I get tired, I walk and then he gets to do 
his thing.  He’s also been very good to Lacy.  I sneak into the 
house the other day and looked out to see both of them curled up 
together on a pillow/blanket on the patio.  

Just like all of our pets in our lifetimes, we have fallen in love with 
him. What a little tank.
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Australian 
Terrier Rescue

www.australianterrierrescue.org 

Your Area Contact Person:   
Name: _________________________ 
Phone #:______________________________ 
Email: ________________________________ 
Rescue email: info@australianterrierrescue.org

Information About Australian Terriers:
Please keep this information on file in case you have an abandoned/surrendered dog or if you questions about a dog that you may 
think is an Australian Terrier.

                   
An Australian terrier has two types of coloring:     Black (called a blue/tan) or  Red 

                   The blue/tan will have a tan or reddish face, legs and feet, but the jacket will be a black/blue/silver  
                   The Red will have an all red body, there may be some single black hairs running through it’s body

Dogs may diverge in looks compared to the pictures of Australian Terriers published in most books which feature well-bred dogs. 
The variance from the standard can be extreme, but the dog is still recognizable as an Australian Terrier. 
 
If you have doubts or concerns as to whether the dog at your facility is an Australian Terrier, please do not hesitate to call/email us 
and we will be more than happy to help identify the dog. A photograph of the dog is extremely helpful with identification.

Our website is listed above as well as our general email address 
On the ‘Coordinator’ Page of our website, you find a list of people for every state and Canada who will be able to help. 
Please contact them with questions or concerns if there is no name listed above in the contact area.

Below are photos of Australian Terriers. As you can see, they vary in looks. Some are groomed, some are not, the features of the 
dog can fluctuate depending on if and how it was groomed and how much it varies from the AKC standard.

Australian Terrier Photos:



Just like ours, a canine’s immune system fires up when a 
pathogen, like a virus, enters the body. The pathogen 
releases a protein called an antigen, which calls into action 
the immune system’s special disease-fighting cells. Called B 
and T lymphocytes, these cells not only destroy the virus, but 
they remember what it looked like so they can fend it off in the 
future.

It’s this immunological memory that enables vaccines, which 
purposely contain live, weakened or dead pathogens, to pro-
tect against future disease.

But, as Schultz points out, vaccines can keep people immune 
for a lifetime: we’re usually inoculated for measles, mumps 
and rubella as children but never as adults. So, can dogs be 
vaccinated as pups and then never again?

While evidence from Schultz’s studies on both his own dogs 
and many other dogs from controlled studies suggests the 
answer is yes, Schultz recommends a more conservative plan 
based on duration of immunity and individual risk.

Once a year, Ronald Schultz checks the antibody levels in his 
dogs’ blood. Why? He says for proof that most annual vac-
cines are unnecessary.

Schultz, professor and chair of pathobiological sciences at 
School of Veterinary Medicine, has been studying the effec-
tiveness of canine vaccines since the 1970s; he’s learned that 
immunity can last as long as a dog’s lifetime, which suggests 
that our “best friends” are being over-vaccinated.

Based on his findings, a community of canine vaccine ex-
perts has developed new veterinary recommendations that 
could eliminate a dog’s need for annual shots. The guidelines 
appear in the March/April issue of Trends, the journal of the 
American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA).

Every year, when we take our dogs to the veterinarian’s office, 
they could receive up to 16 different vaccines, many of which 
are combined into a single shot. Four of these products protect 
against life-threatening diseases, including rabies, canine 
parvovirus type 2 (CPV-2), canine distemper virus (CDV) and 
canine adenovirus type 2 (CAV-2); the rest protect against 
milder diseases to which only some dogs are exposed, 
including Lyme disease.

But, as many veterinarians are realizing, over-vaccination can 
actually jeopardize a dog’s health and even life. Side effects 
can cause skin problems, allergic reactions and autoimmune 
disease. Though the case in cats, not dogs, tumors have been 
reported at the site of vaccine injections.

“These adverse reactions have caused many veterinarians to 
rethink the issue of vaccination,” says Schultz. “The idea that 
unnecessary vaccines can cause serious side effects is in 
direct conflict with sound medical practices.”

For 30 years, Schultz has been examining the need to vac-
cinate animals so often and for so many diseases. “In the 
1970s, I started thinking about our immune response to patho-
gens and how similar it is in other animals,” says Schultz. 
“That’s when I started to question veterinary vaccination 
practices.”

Vaccinations, How Important Are They?

Core vaccines, or the ones 
that protect against life-threatening 
disease, are essential for all dogs, 

yet Dr Schultz does not recommend dogs 
receive these shots yearly.
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Schultz says that it’s important for veterinarians to recognize 
an individual dog’s risk for developing a particular disease 
when considering the benefits of a vaccine. “Vaccines have 
many exceptional benefits, but, like any drug, they also have 
the potential to cause significant harm.” Giving a vaccine that’s 
not needed, he explains, creates an unnecessary risk to the 
animal.

Recommending that dogs receive fewer vaccines, Schultz 
admits, may spark controversy, especially when veterinarians 
rely on annual vaccines to bring in clients, along with income.

But, as he mentions, annual visits are important for many 
reasons other than shots.

“Checking for heartworm, tumors, dermatological problems 
and tooth decay should be done on a yearly basis,” he says. 
“Plus, some dogs, depending on their risk, may need certain 
vaccines annually.” Rather than vaccinating on each visit, 
veterinarians can use a recently developed test which checks 
dogs’ immunity against certain diseases.

Schultz adds that veterinarians who have switched to the 
three-year, instead of annual, vaccination program have found 
no increase in the number of dogs with vaccine-preventable 
diseases.

“Everyday, more and more people in the profession are 
embracing the change,” notes Schultz. And, that the new 
vaccination guidelines supported by the AAHA, along with the 
task force members representing the American Colleges of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine, Veterinary Microbiology and the 
American Association of Veterinary Immunologists, is evi-
dence of just that.

Reprinted with permission 2012
School of Veterinary Medicine
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Schultz says that core vaccines, or the ones that protect 
against life-threatening disease, are essential for all dogs, 
yet he does not recommend dogs receive these shots yearly. 
“With the exception of rabies, the vaccines for CDV, CPV-2 
and CAV trigger an immunological memory of at least seven 
years,” he explains. (Studies testing the duration of immunity 
for rabies shots show it lasts about three years.)

For these reasons, Schultz suggests that dogs receive rabies 
shots every three years (as is required by law in most states) 
and the other core vaccines no more frequently than every 
three years.

Some non-core vaccines, on the other hand, have a much 
shorter duration of immunity, lasting around one year. But, as 
Schultz points out, not every dog should get these types of 
vaccines, because not every dog is at risk for exposure.

Today, many vaccinated dogs receive a shot for Lyme dis-
ease. However, Schultz says that the ticks carrying the Lyme 
disease pathogen can be found in only a few regions of the 
United States. More importantly, Schultz adds, “The vaccine 
can cause adverse effects such as mild arthritis, allergy or 
other immune diseases. Like all vaccines, it should only be 
used when the animal is at significant risk.” He notes that the 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital at the UW-Madison 
School of Veterinary Medicine rarely administers the Lyme 
disease vaccine.

Another common vaccine that Schultz says is unnecessary 
protects against “kennel cough,” an often mild and transient 
disease contracted during boarding or dog shows. “Most pet 
dogs that do not live in breeding kennels, are not boarded, do 
not go to dog shows and have only occasional contact with 
dogs outside their immediate family,” Schultz recommends, 
“rarely need to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated for kennel 
cough.”

Vaccinations
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Immunity can last 
as long as a dog’s  

lifetime, which  
suggests that our “best 

friends” are being  
over-vaccinated.
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Chiropractic Care for Dogs By Jennifer Tilman

What is holistic care?  Holistic care is any form of medical 
care that uses organic means to rebalance both physical and 
mental states. Its goal is to provide alternative approaches to 
both prevent and cure common ailments and diseases without 
the use of drug therapy and unnecessary surgery. Some 
examples of this include dietary augmentation with supple-
ments made from herbal ingredients, Tai Chi, yoga, and other 
eastern medicinal practices.  Chiropractic care also falls into 
this category.

Though still difficult to find, chiropractic care for pets has 
become more common over recent years and has proven 
to be an effective form of treatment for ailments stemming 
from misaligned vertebral columns and other joints through-
out the body.  In a nutshell, the manipulation of the bones 
and joints affects the nervous system. The nervous system 
controls many systems and organs throughout the body. A 
well-functioning nervous system results in better function and 
performance of these systems and organs because these 
systems are all interrelated.  A misalignment of the bones in 
the neck, for example, can result in lower back pain, weak, 
collapsing hind legs, and partial paralysis. Chiropractic care 
has improved these ailments in dogs. The alternative to this 
approach using Western medicine would be to prescribe pain 
killers and anti-inflammory medications to mask the pain, 
but not address the ailment’s root cause directly.  One great 
advantage to chiropractic care is that it is a drugless and 
mostly painless therapy. Chiropractic care should not replace 
traditional veterinary care, but can provide alternatives to the 
limited approach traditional veterinary care sometimes offers.

Chiropractic care provides preventative medicine, and treat-
ment for many conditions. Some benefits for pets getting 
chiropractic care include improved mobility for those having 
trouble negotiating slick floors, or have trouble getting up or 
down. Also neurological issues such as toe dragging and poor 
hind end control can be improved with chiropractic care.

Chiropractic care also works very well in conjunction with 
other approaches including acupuncture, physical therapy, 
and traditional medicine. Statistics show that nearly every 
animal gains some benefit from adjustments.  Sometimes it is 
dramatic and their problem is solved. Other times it is just a 
reduction in pain level. It is rare, however, that pets don’t show 
at least some improvement.

Chiropractic care does fall into a specialty category, but it can 
be very cost effective.  Resolving misalignments can quickly 
improve ailments like lameness before a great deal of money 
is spent on medications, x-rays, and numerous vet visits.  If 
chiropractic care does not improve the issue from which an 
animal is suffering, then additional testing can be performed to 
pinpoint the cause of the discomfort.

Because chiropractic care is considered a specialty, a DVM 
without chiropractic training is not qualified to perform chiro-
practic care. All certified animal chiropractors are required 
to be DVMs first.  Someone without DVM status performing 
chiropractic care is a good person to stay away from.  An 
untrained hand performing manipulations on your animal can 
result in doing more harm than good. When seeking an animal 
chiropractor, always make sure that person is certified by the 
American Veterinary Chiropractic Association. That evidence 
is proof that the individual has completed the additional 1.5 
years of coursework and passed the certification exam.

IF YOUR DOG HAS ENCOUNTERED  
ANY OF THESE PROBLEMS:

 Gait problems / Intermittent lameness
 Difficulty sitting / Puppy sitting
 Rear weakness
 Tail set problems
 Weak on turns
 Difficulty jumping in obedience
 Head not vertical in work
 Loss of flexibility
 Difficulty going up or down stairs
 Uneven muscle development
 (You would like preventative and maintenance care  
              on your animal’s skeletal system)

If you say “yes” to any of the above, then your dog most  
probably will need to see a chiropractor.
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Homeopathy is a system of medical therapy that uses very 
small doses of medicines or remedies. These remedies are 
prepared from substances found in nature. They are of animal, 
vegetable and mineral sources. One chooses the proper 
medicine by following a special rule of nature--this is called the 
“Law of Similars.” This law says that “like cures like.” Thus a 
medicine can cure a sick person or animal only if it can cause 
a similar sickness in a healthy person or animal.

An example would be skin eruptions caused by contact with 
poison ivy that can be cured by taking a homeopathic remedy 
made from the poison ivy plant (Rhus toxicodendron). Go-
ing further, any skin dermatitis that resembles poison ivy will 
respond to the same homeopathic Rhus toxicodendron, no 
matter what the cause. This basic tenet of homeopathy is true 
for man, animal, or fowl as these remedies will respond and 
work in all species--even fish.

The use of homeopathy within the animal kingdom is almost 
the same as that used in us, as all the recorded observations 
have been done using healthy humans. In humans, home-
opathy works on all levels--the mind, emotions, and physical 
level. It works as such on our animals as well, but due to a 
lack of verbal subjective feedback, we must train ourselves to 
be astute observers, as it is only through accurate observation 
and interpretation can we determine the causes and or proper 
symptoms on which we must base our remedy selection.

The world homeopathy is derived from the Greek words  
homeo, meaning similar, and pathos, meaning suffering. Thus, 
homeopathy means to treat with a remedy that produces an 
effect similar to the suffering.

“Homeopathy does not merely remove disease from an organism; 
it strengthens and harmonizes the very source of life and  
creativity in the individual.”
------- George Vithoulkas

History of Homeopathy

While many alternative and complementary therapies  
originated in Eastern cultures, homeopathy is of Western  
origin. Hippocrates (460-370 BC) had a negative attitude 
toward potent drugs. Paracelsus (1493-1541), a Swiss alche-
mist and physician, averred that similia similibus curantur (like 
cures like), that disease should be treated with small doses 
of drugs that in large doses would cause symptoms similar to 
those of disease.

In 1795, Samuel Christian Hahnemann (1755-1843), a  
German physician, re-enunciated the theory like cures like. He 
coined the terms homeopathy and allopathy. He is considered 
the father of Homeopathy, for he spent years cataloging and 
repertorizing many of the homeopathic remedies we have 
today, using himself and others as guinea pigs. He thought 
highly of veterinary surgeons and their skills, based on 

experience and more success than “learned professors and 
members of the academics.”

By 1900, about 20% of the physicians in the United States 
were homeopaths but due to various cultural and social 
changes, homeopathy became relatively unknown in this 
country. There is wider acceptance in such countries as 
France, Germany, South America, India, and Great Britain. 
Queen Elizabeth’s family physician is a homeopath and she 
allows only homeopathy to be used on her horses. The use 
and acceptance of homeopathy in veterinary medicine has 
fairly paralleled that of physicians.  It is widely used in these 
same countries.  Today more veterinarians in the United 
States are discovering the effective, gentle, nontoxic way that 
homeopathy cures animal’s illnesses.

What Are Homeopathic Remedies?

Any plant, mineral, or animal substance can be used as a  
remedy. The original substance is diluted in alcohol, either 
1:10 or 1:100 and then each dilution are forcefully shaken. 
This step is then repeated for up to 100 million times if a 
remedy of this high potency is required. The potency indicates 
the number of times the remedy has been diluted and each 
dilution increases the strength of the remedy-- this may be 
due to diluting out inhibitors as well as changing the molecular 
structure.

The strength or potency is measured by an “X”  (“D” in  
Germany), which stands for a ten-fold dilution.  A 6X is a 1 : 1 
million dilution and a C is a hundred-fold dilution.  
Homeopathy works on the vital force, or Chi, by fine tuning 
the essential balance of the vital force to bring about patterns 
of energy similar to those of the disease state, but focused in 
a way that restores the body’s equilibrium and thus effects a 
cure or health. In comparison, most conventional medicines 
act by suppressing a part of the body’s systems rather than 
focusing on the CAUSE of the energy imbalance and thus are 
crude and have the potential for side effects and toxicities.

Homeopathy treats the patient rather than the disease. 
Homeopathic remedies are chosen to fit all the symptoms of 
body, mind, and spirit being expressed, rather than the  
disease diagnosis. This is true in animals too. It goes beyond 
the physical into the energetic expression of the total being. 

I have used homeopathy to treat every imaginable illness in 
animals brought to me. In the majority of cases, I have been 
successful.  The failures represented animals whose immune 
systems were so destroyed by steroids, drugs, or radia-
tion that homeopathy was ineffective. For homeopathy, like 
acupuncture, to be successful, it must work in concert with a 
functional immune system.

continuted on page 66

WHAT IS HOMEOPATHY?  
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The STANDARD Broken Down                                                           

 Why are we covering this ground again? 

The front structure is considered the most difficult 
part of the dog’s anatomy to understand.  Did you 
realize that at least 60 percent of the dog’s total 
weight is supported by the front structure? 

Ideal Front Structure (Fig 1)

Note the 90 degree angle formed by the shoulder blade and 
the upper arm of equal length; the elbow is directly under the 
withers (top of the shoulder blade).  Thus, the chest protrudes 
in front of the forelegs, forming the protective forechest, an 
important structure for our fearless hunters as they charge into 
any and all rough terrain going after any and all game.  They 
are, after all, ‘intrepid hedge hunters…’  The forechest protects 
the heart and lungs, gives more support to the muscles holding 
the front together and provides balance to the forequarters.  
Bring to mind the prow of a small boat cutting through water or 
an armor chest plate, curving forward in front of the body and 
causing charging enemies’ weapons to glance off to the side.  
This last may be a bit of a stretch, but no one who has seen 
the Aussie hunting, tearing through rough terrain, questions 
its prowess and its need for the protection provided by the 
forechest.  

And it is from the shoulders we move to the NECK:  Long, 
slightly arched and strong, blending smoothly into well laid 
back shoulders. 

Observe in figure 1 the angle at which the long neck emerges 
from the body:  forward as well as upward with a natural arch. 
Correct length of neck, combined with correct shoulder lay-
back gives elasticity and strength to muscles of the neck.  

This is turn gives greater flexibility of movement to the head. 
Also note in Figure 1.The straight front leg, foot turning neither 
in nor out and the slight slope of the pastern which gives 
spring and flexibility.

110 Degree Shoulder  (Fig 2)

With this more upright shoulder, the neck emerges at a 
steeper, straighter angle, has less natural arch and less mobil-
ity.  The fit into the shoulders is not as smooth.  Also note that 
the legs are in a more forward position on the body, and there 
is a lessening of the forechest.    There is more strain on the 
muscles, and the dog’s stride will be shorter than one with 
the ideal 90 degree angle.  In this illustration, the upper arm 
and shoulder are of equal length and elbow is located directly 
under the withers. However, the more open angle of this dog 
will cause him to be a less efficient mover.  His gait will be less 
smooth and his stride will cover less ground. 

 
The second article in a series of articles on understanding the American Breed Standard

Co-authored by Jane Tenor & Ida Ellen Weinstock

Understanding	the	Australian	Terrier	Front,	continued.......
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Straight Front, Ewe Neck (Fig 3)

In figure 3, the slight layback of shoulder combined with an 
upright, short humerus (upper arm).  The front legs are thus 
forced into a forward position.  The prominent forechest is 
gone.  The long neck fits into the shoulder at almost a right 
angle, curving concavely and going upward.  Also note the 
convex curve on the underside of the neck (forward facing 
side).  This is called a ewe neck.  Webster’s defines ewe neck 
as a “defect in a horse or a dog.” Spira* describes it as “A 
decided anatomical weakness…” If measured, there would be 
little difference in the circumference of this thin, tubular neck 
at the top where it meets the head and at the bottom where it 
rises at a steep angle from the shoulder. Spira also refers to 
this as a concave neck and an upside down neck.  

The slightly laid back shoulder combined with the short, almost 
vertical upper arm greatly limits this dog’s ability to move with 
reach.  He is forced to take short steps and could possibly 
have a hackney gait.

Note also the lessening of the slope to the front pastern.  This 
is often seen on a dog with very straight front structure.

Upright Shoulder, Thick Neck (Fig 4)

In figure 4. the dog has an upright shoulder blade and a 
shortened upper arm forming a very open angle.  His legs 
are moved forward, no longer set well under the body.  Thus, 
the forechest is lost. Moving, this dog’s forward motion is 
limited.  Great strain is put upon the muscles supporting the 
shoulder and upper arm causing over development of the 
muscles.  This is known as loaded shoulders.  In motion, he 
goes nowhere fast.  Wasted energy in taking short steps, lack 
of smooth gait, and bouncy topline are characteristic of dogs 
with this structure.  

The neck cannot fit smoothly into the muscle “loaded” shoul-
ders.  Emerging from the shoulders at a steep angle, this 
short, thick neck is limited in movement and lacks a natural 
arch.  The shortness of neck is emphasized by the uprightness 
of the shoulder blade and the heavy muscles covering it. 

A more in depth study of the muscles and their attachment 
would require a deeper look than we can go into here.  In brief, 
“the musculature of the canine cervical spine [vertebrae of the 
neck] stabilizes the head, neck and thoracic spine [vertebrae 
of the back] segment (Nickel et al.  1986); these muscles pro-
duce head movement, maintain posture and resist undesired 
perturbations…”**

Text copyright 2012 by Ida Ellen Weinstock and Jane Tenor
Illustrations copyright 2012 by Jane Tenor and Ida Ellen Wein-
stock.  Use restricted without permission of the artists.

*Spira, Harold R.  Canine Terminology. Watermark Press.  
2001.  Sydney, Australia.
.
** Shorir, Amnon; Milgram, Joshua; Shahar, Ron.  Structural 
and Functional anatomy of the neck musculature of the dog 
(canis familiaris).  Journal of Anatomy  2006 March; 208 (3): 
331-351.
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Will Homeopathy Interfere with Other Drug 
Therapies?

No, but you may find the homeopathic remedies will not work 
as well drugs, pesticides, cortisone, and other immune depres-
sive chemicals are being used at the same time.

Can Homeopathy Be Used on Any Species of 
Animal?

Yes! I have used homeopathy on dogs, cats, birds, lizards, 
horses, goats, calves, and most recently, on a python who 
was suffering an infection of the urinary bladder. Her owner 
sent me the nicest e-mail with thanks from him and “Peaches.”

Are There Any Precautions When Taking 
Homeopathy?

Because homeopathy is energy medicine and the majority of 
its potencies are beyond Avogadro’s number, it is unlike tak-
ing a [traditional] medication. It is a very fragile, but powerful 
energy therapy. Its essence is overcome and rendered neutral 
in affect by exposure to other strong substances such as most 
herbs, garlic, onions, camphor, perfumes, strong-smelling 
soaps, and hand lotions.

Care must be taken when using homeopathy and eating.  
Remedies should be taken no less than one-half hour before 
and 1 hour after eating. Remedy tablets should be handled as 
little as possible for maximum effect. The amount of homeo-
pathic substance in tablets or drops do not dictate amount of 
effect.  It is the potency--the number of dilutions and  
succusions  and the frequency of taking the remedy that mat-
ters. There is as much effect in taking two drops of a homeo-
pathic remedy as there is in a bathtub full of the same remedy.

I see a bright future for homeopathy in eugenic treatment, 
treating animals in utero. Homeopathy lessens genetic tenden-
cies toward disease and strengthens breeding stock. Imagine 
when breeding animals are cured by homeopathic treatment, 
their offspring (at least second or third generations) may not 
be susceptible to breed problems such as hip dysplasia, bloat, 
colic, interdigital pyoderma, elongated soft palate, and hypo-
thyroidism.

Reprinted with permission 2012
Gloria Dodd DVM
holisticvetpetcare.net
Email everglo@mcn.org

Lisa V
iolette

I would give my real name but I would get in trouble with the 
boss, so just call me UKH.  It almost sounds like an important 
organization. I could say that I am the CEO of UKH and after 
people get done oohing and ahhing, and when they ask what 
that stands for and I tell them, they will walk away shaking 
their heads ever so slightly.

Being married to a breeder is never an easy job. Dogs come, 
dogs go. When a new one comes, you have no say on the 
matter; you just have to grit your teeth and pretend that you 
are happy about it. In your mind, however, you are screaming, 
“TEN DOGS NOW!!!”

I have to admit, they can be fun. Like when they try and jump 
onto the stoop, but miscalculate the jump and crash into the 
landing vs landing on top of it. Or when they run down a flight 
of stairs and leap over the last five.  It is always five steps--  
really, count them--and even if they crash, they get back up 
and keep going.

I think my favorite thing is when you feed them. It is like they 
have never eaten before!  They go NUTS. What is more 
amazing is that they KNOW when it is time to eat! They can 
tell time and if you dare to be late, they will let you know about 
it. Is there any Aussie that is NOT food motivated?? If so, I 
would like to meet one. If you have one that is running and not 
listening, just go grab the cookie jar and rattle it a couple of 
times!

To go back to the beginning, I think back to the first litter we 
had. It was so magical and special and as each one left, I 
have to admit, I cried. The miracle of life was so endearing, 
right up to the time when they started peeing and pooping all 
over the place. The magic wore off pretty quickly at that point. 
Now, 15 litters later, it is no longer magical or special. Where 
I cried when the first litter left, as I had grown quite attached 
to them, now as soon as they are born, I have to ask if they 
are all sold yet and how soon they will be leaving--like a week, 
maybe? Of course I only garner nasty looks from the boss 
for that comment, but I know what the house will smell like in 
about six weeks. No company coming over for a while.

Our son brings girls over the house to see the puppies when 
they get old enough. We laugh at him because he has three or 
four girls all coming over to play with the puppies. When asked 
about it, he says they are ‘Chick Magnets.”  OK, so I suggest 
to the boss what to name the next puppy we keep: “Chick 
Magnet” and we will call him Magnum. I get That Look from 
the boss. She has That Look down to perfection.  I get a lot of 
them.

So, each issue I will be writing about living with a breeder. Did 
you know that one of the Unpaid Kennel Help definitions of a 
breeder is as follows: A breeder is one who says she told you 
she was getting another dog, only she really did not tell you. 
She just thought about it and that was enough. 
No permission needed.

Unpaid
Kennel HelpHOMEOPATHY  

continued from page 63....
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WANTED
2014 ATCA SPECIALTY

to be held between late April and June

in one of the following areas

North Central, North East, Southwest

Why?
2012 – Missouri

 2013 – California
 2014 - ?????????

2015 North Carolina or Tennessee

Needed
Possible Committee, Hotel accommodations, Host Show offer to Specialties, 

additional shows on weekend.

For further information contact:
 I.E. Weinstock, ATCA Specialty Coordinator
215 536-5560 or rockhill2710@verizon.net

mailto:rockhill2710%40verizon.net?subject=rockhill2710%40verizon.net


Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

Crufts Dog Show is nowadays held in the National Exhibi-
tion Centre in Birmingham, UK. This world-famous show 
used to be held in Central London in the month of February 
but through time the show outgrew first of all one venue and 
several years later yet another venue, both in Central London. 
Parking (or lack of) was also a real issue. All of this meant the 
venue simply had to be moved. Crufts celebrated its  
Centenary Year in 1991 and the show moved that year to the 
very much bigger NEC in Birmingham. 

Birmingham NEC has many, many halls; it is well served by 
a nearby airport, a train station, loads of car parks and a few 
coach parks too.  

The vast majority of exhibitors drive to the NEC. A few of us, 
myself included, organise a coach each year to take  
exhibitors, their dogs and spectators to Crufts. Here at Ralindi 
we’ve organized a Crufts coach for 20+ years. I get the coach 
company to take out a few double seats; we then use that 
space for dog crates/boxes which we securely anchor-in with 
bungees. 

Crufts is held in six huge halls; in addition the Arena and two 
Pavilions are used, so the whole show covers a vast area.

The number of dogs exhibited over the four days of Crufts 
exceeds 21,000 so this is truly a HUGE dog show!

To put you fully in the picture, Australian Terriers have just ten 
Ch shows –yes, ten! – per year in the whole of the UK!!! One 
of those Ch shows is held in Central Scotland, two are held in 
mid Wales (at the self-same venue) and the remaining seven 
are all held in England, mostly in the Midlands, i.e. the  
Birmingham/Stafford area.   

At Crufts Terriers are always scheduled to be judged along 
with all the breeds in the Hound Group and the UK’s seven 
groups i.e. the Terriers and Hounds are on one day, the Toys 
and Utility on another day, the Gundogs on yet another day 
and the Working & Pastoral Groups on the remaining day so 
all seven groups are spread over all four days of the show and 
each and every year the day the seven groups are judged

move forward by one day which means they are constantly 
judged in rotation. In 2012 the Terrier and Hound breeds and 
Groups are all due to be judged on Sunday 11th March, in 
2013 they will be judged on Thursday 7th March, in 2014 they 
will be on the Friday and the next year they will be judged on 
the Saturday and so it goes on, ad infinitum. That keeps the 
days we are judged on a very much fairer footing for everyone; 
it means we all know well in advance what day and date our 
breed will be judged each year and we also know what day/
days we need to take off work, if need be.

The entry fee for each dog entered at Crufts is £24.00 i.e US 
$37.75.

There is an area at Crufts which is given over to “Discover 
Dogs.” Here there is a breed booth for each and every breed 
recognized in the UK by The Kennel Club which is itself based 
in London. The Kennel Club here in the UK is, of course, 
the oldest Kennel Club in the world - it was founded in 1873. 
Discover Dogs is where the general public can see all the UK’s 
recognized breeds and where they can talk to the owners of 
the dogs in the breed booths.

In order to show your dog in the conformation classes at Crufts 
he/she must pre-qualify at a conformation Ch show the previ-
ous year. We have very specific qualifying classes for our dogs 
and we must win a 1st, 2nd or 3rd placing in these classes to 
qualify our dogs for the following year’s Crufts. Other than that 
our dogs/bitches must attain either their Ch title or a win, such 
as a Challenge Certificate or a Reserve Challenge Certificate 
which then qualifies him/her for life. The 1st, 2nd or 3rd qualifi-
cation is – BY FAR - the more usual route for the vast majority 
of dogs that are shown at Crufts. The life-long qualification is 
confined to only a tiny minority of all dogs shown. 
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Across The Pond
There are two other ways a dog can qualify for Crufts; one is 
by winning Best in Show, Reserve Best in Show or Best Pup-
py in Show at a general or Group Open show - winning BIS 
at Breed Club shows does not count – and at Premier Open 
shows, where the Clubs concerned have previously achieved 
high entries which entitles these Clubs to rise from holding an 
Open show to organizing a Premier show. At Premier shows 
the dogs which qualify for Crufts are the winners of Best of 
Breed in the breeds clearly listed in the show schedule. 

Apart from the conformation classes, there are areas and  
competitions for Obedience, Agility, Flyball, Heelwork to Music 
plus various aspects of Junior Handling so the disciplines 
where the vast majority of the dog-owning population compete 
are well-covered at Crufts. 

In addition there are various classes in two extra categories, 
namely Gamekeepers’ Classes and Working Gundog Classes. 
The Gamekeepers classes are specifically for owners who are 
employed as gamekeepers, river-keepers, stalkers (or similar) 
or they can be retired gamekeepers, etc; they and their dogs 
can compete in these classes. The Working Gundog classes 
are for dogs which are regularly worked in the shooting field. 
The dogs concerned must have written confirmation from 
the head keeper on whichever estate saying they have been 
members of his regular team. 

For obvious reasons, disciplines such as Working Trials, 
Field Trials & Working Gundog Tests plus Herding Tests for 
Show Border Collies would be totally impractical at Crufts! 
But……….there are classes in a number of breeds (mostly 
Gundogs, but breeds such as GSDs, Bloodhounds, etc are 
involved) and these classes are for dogs which have been 
awarded clearly specified wins/certificates/diplomas at these 
all-day, outdoor competitions.

Crufts has an atmosphere like no 
other show – it truly is one of a kind!! 
There is a definite buzz at Crufts 
that I, and many others, have never 
experienced at any other dog show 
anywhere in the world. I’ve been to 
shows in Australia including Sydney 
Royal and I’ve judged The Australian 
Terrier Club of New South Wales Ch 
show. I’ve judged in New Zealand 

and I’ve also been to the USA when the ATCA Specialty was 
held at Montgomery County. I was also at the cluster of shows 
that same weekend i.e. Hatboro and Devon and the following 
weekend I was at another three Ch shows in the USA, one 
a Breed Club Ch show in Virginia and the other two were all-
breeds Ch shows.      

I’m delighted to say I’ve won the very highest honours in Aus-
tralian Terriers at Crufts with my Ralindi Aussies. I’ve also had 
the honour of judging Australian Terriers at Crufts which I did 
in 1996. For me, that was truly a day to remember!! 
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AKC Invitational & Junior Showmanship

I first began my venture into the competitive world of dogs with 
the Florida 4-H program. This provides a fun, strong starting 
point for children wanting to have fun and compete with their 
animals, and their dog project program is no exception. It is 
there that I learned the basics of showing in multiple venues, 
how to prepare for a dog show, public speaking skills, and 
record-keeping. Without the 4-H program, I would not be 
where I am today within the dog show world that I have grown 
to love so much. 

Eventually, though, my skill and my thirst to further my knowl-
edge surpassed that which my local club was able to provide, 
and I moved on to the United Kennel Club and then to AKC 
soon after. I finished my first Aussie, AKC CH UKC RBIMBS 
GRCH Johmanda’s Delilah Ku’A, handling her exclusively in 
both breed competition and junior showmanship, in both  
kennel clubs. The competitive nature of both of these kennel 
clubs pushed me to aspire to reach the caliber of the most 
accomplished professional handlers, and with persistence, pa-
tience, and a wealth of excellent teachers (as well as a good 
juniors dog), 

I qualified for the 2011 Eukanuba National Junior Showman-
ship Invitational, with 4 of the 5 required wins having been won 
with an Australian Terrier. I also finished out that year as the 
#1 Australian Terrier junior handler, #11 Terrier group junior 
handler, and #12 junior handler in U.S. Division 4, as well as 
being ranked #4 junior handler for both Rottweilers and  
Miniature Pinschers.

What makes qualifying for 
Eukanuba different from  
any other invitational is the  
requirement for a 3.0  
unweighted GPA. With this  
in mind, gaining 5 wins  
while maintaining the grades 
necessary to qualify  
requires responsibility and  
foresight. 

For me personally, 
I did not have the benefit of 
home schooling, as some  
junior handlers do. Before I  
leave for a show during the  
week, I make a point of 
arranging all missed  
assignments ahead of time 
with my teachers so I can  
catch up and stay along the 
same academic schedule  
as my peers. At times this can prove to be a difficult arrange-
ment, as there are times when I get back to the hotel after a 
long day of showing and just want to sleep! However, I must 
keep the importance of academic success in mind if I am to 
eventually earn a degree in veterinary medicine and become 
an accomplished professional handler. 

My advice to all students wishing to take on more shows:  
                                  Pick Your Battles! 

If you want to keep everything in your life balanced, you won’t 
be able to make every show, every weekend. Not only do you 
need a break every now and then to bring everything back into 
balance, but your dogs need time to relax and be... well, dogs, 
of course. There’s always another show.

 by Christina Worley
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AKC Invitational Weekend Results 
December 14, 2011

Best of Breed:  
Best of Opposite:  
Winners Dog:                
SEL Dog:

GCH Temora Taint She Sweet
CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
Blue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ In Phoenix
GCH Kambara’s Zebulon 

Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay

December 15, 2011
Brevard Kennel Club

Blue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ In Phoenix
GCH Kambara’s Zebulon

December 16, 2011
Central Florida Kennel Club, Inc

GCH Kambara’s Zebulon
GCH Temora Taint She Sweet
Blue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ In Phoenix
CH Temora Ri Diercc

Best of Breed:  
Best of Opposite:  
Winners Dog:                
SEL Dog:

Best of Breed:  
SEL Dog:

December 18, 2011
AKC Invitational 

Best of Breed:  
Best of Opposite:  
AOM1/Best BBE:              
AOM2: 
AOM3:

GCH Kambara’s Zebulon
GCH Temora Taint She Sweet
CH Dunham Lake Gabriella Touched By An Angel
CH Shastakin Flying Buster
GCH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip
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Road Trip by Eileen Cummings & Lisa Violette

Eukanuba!!  We had been working all year to finish our girls 
from the Bred-By class and by Labor Day we were both done 
and eligible.  Lisa, in the meantime, was finishing her grand 
championship and working her way into the top 25 Aussies, 
but that’s another story for another day!

The first thrill of Eukanuba is seeing your Aussie’s name on 
the qualifier list on the AKC/Eukanuba website.  Then there 
are the thrills of the stream of emails from the AKC with details 
on hotels, flights, advertising, invitations and tickets to the 
evening shows, and on and on.  

Neither of us had ever flown to a show before, so the prospect 
of flying with our girls under the seats was a little daunting.  
We flew nonstop from Boston to Orlando on Delta.   It took a 
little tugging to get Gracie’s Sherpa under the seat, but luckily 
the gate attendant in Boston had allowed us to board early to 
get settled in.  Once the dogs were under the seats, there was 
not a sound and barely a wiggle out of them until we reached 
Florida.

For New Englanders, just being in Florida in December is a big 
deal!  The weather was warm and sunny, and the pine trees 
at home were replaced by palm trees.  There was something 
surreal about sitting on a patio drinking coffee in short sleeves 
while Christmas music played in the background.  It was very 
hard to believe that Christmas was just a week away.   The 
Orlando Convention Center is enormous, and we stayed at the 
Rosen Centre Hotel, which is next door.  “Next door” was still 
quite a hike, though, and after a day of pounding the pave-
ment back and forth, taking in all the sights, my blisters had 
blisters and I wasn’t sure I could even hobble around the ring 
on Sunday morning.  Luckily some enterprising young people 
were always available with pedicabs, which are bicycle-pow-
ered transport for tired pedestrians, so we used their services 
several times.  They don’t have set prices, but ask for a dona-
tion of at least $5 per person, and they were well worth it!  

Inside the Convention Center, there were hundreds of dogs in 
every direction.  There is so much happening all at the same 
time – demonstrations of search dogs sniffing out parcels in 
a row of cars in the lobby, agility trials in one hall, conforma-
tion in another, rooms full of vendors and up and down all the 
hallways, the breed booths for Meet the Breeds.  Australian 
Terriers were well represented although our booth was a little 
bit out of the way.  The wonderful new Aussie banners drew 
many visitors, as did the very patient Aussies who did the 
meeting and greeting.   Some people who stopped by were 
curious about these little dogs that were unfamiliar to them, 
while others reminisced about Aussies they had owned and 
loved in the past.  One couple even decided that their rescue 
mixed-breed is probably an Aussie, and went off planning to 
do more investigating. 

We still had plenty of time to visit with the other ATCA  
members who were volunteering at the booth.  

Members that volunteered to work the Breed Booth were: 
Kim Floyd; Jeanne Popovits, Eileen Cummings; Lisa Violette; 
Sherry Cooper; Celeste Platte; Julie Seaton.

It was fun to catch up with people we had seen at Montgomery 
in October as well as to meet some breeders whose names 
and dogs are so familiar.
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Saturday night’s first big event was the Eukanuba Pink Carpet 
Gala to benefit Take The Lead.  We had been at the conven-
tion center since Friday afternoon and really thought we knew 
our way around, but this stumped us!  We wandered around 
for quite a while with some new international friends from 
Eukanuba, who were just as lost as we were.  We finally found 
the right area and it was worth finding!  Julie Seaton had spent 
2 days working at the fundraising table for Take The Lead—by 
the time she was through just about every Aussie person was 
wearing a new Take The Lead pin—and she was still going 
strong Saturday night.  The buffet was great, the music was 
booming, but we tore ourselves away after a while to attend 
the evening group show.  

This took place in an auditorium in the convention center, 
complete with bleachers, spotlights and big screens.  Satur-
day’s event included the presentation of the World Challenge 
international competitors in a ceremony that was reminiscent 
of the Olympic opening ceremony.  Each country’s top dog, as 
determined by the national kennel club, was brought in by its 
owner, who was flanked by a national kennel club official with 
that country’s flag.  The audience cheered as each country 
was announced, but roared approval for the American winner, 
who was last year’s Eukanuba Bred-By winner.  Other activi-
ties that evening included the presentation of heroic dogs with 
heartwarming or heartbreaking stories of their achievements. 

And then, the groups!  And after a couple of groups, a pedicab 
back to the hotel to try to sleep before our own class Sunday 
morning.

Showing at such a prestigious event was a new experience 
with a lot of different feelings.  On the one hand, it’s  
EUKANUBA!  The big time!!  And on the other hand, it’s a dog 
show, and you need to show your dog to best advantage, just 
like any other show at any venue.  Once we were all in the 
ring, it felt like Montgomery or any other major show with really 
fine Aussies to compete against.  Congratulations to all the  
winners!

   

We had several top juniors showing their Australian Terriers at 
this show, they represented our breed wonderfully!  Then after 
a flurry of breaking down crates, buying last-minute souvenirs, 
and making sure our tired Aussies were fed and watered, it 
was time for dinner and the big events – the AKC Breeder 
of the Year, the Bred-By final, and Best In Show.   When the 
lights dimmed and the finest dogs in the country ran into the 
big ring, it was such a thrill.  The whole audience cheered 
and whistled for their favorites and then rose to celebrate the 
winner, a Standard Poodle named London, with a standing 
ovation.

Being there – just being a small part of it – was worth all the 
months of training, traveling, budgeting, and planning.  And it 
will be worth all the training, travel, budgeting, and planning to 
make it back for another year!  Congratulations again to all the 
Aussies – conformation and agility alike – and their owners, 
breeders, and handlers, who were all part of Eukanuba 2011.

Road Trip
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PART 1

As a breeder, the ethical decision-making process begins well 
before the first litter arrives and continues well after those dogs 
are placed.

Say, for example, your municipality requires a kennel or a 
breeding license for each dog at a cost beyond your financial 
means, but you know these laws are rarely enforced as long as 
your neighbors do not complain.

Say you find a dam or a sire prospect with several champions 
in its pedigree but whose genetic screenings could be more 
thorough. Or say you breed a litter, two of the seven puppies 
are stillborn, and later on, the litter becomes sick with a flu-like 
disease resulting in the loss of one more puppy. What are your 
disclosure obligations to potential buyers?

What if after the puppies are placed the sire’s dam develops 
cataracts and the sire’s sire develops hip dysplasia? What if 
your sales contract specifically mentions the requirement for 
humane treatment, but you hear that one of the puppies is 
being chained year-round in an unfenced back yard by its new 
owner and another one frequently rides in the open bed of its 
owner’s pick-up truck?

During the course of a breeding career, these scenarios and 
countless others are likely to be presented to either you or 
someone you know. In this four-part series, we will address 
these emotional and controversial quandaries and discuss 
ways breeders can approach these issues ethically.

WHAT IS ETHICAL?

There is nothing you can do with, to, or even think about dogs 
that does not have an ethical component. Ethical choices are 
not made in a vacuum, however. The history of how we per-
ceive and treat dogs, and how attitudes have changed through-
out the years, is very much related to the value systems within 
which ethical decisions are made in a breeding context. But 
history is only part of the equation. Other societal factors, 
including the law, religious tradition, ideological cleavages 
and cultural norms, must be examined to fully understand this 
intricate framework.

We hope to illustrate the various ways dogs are viewed and to 
impart an understanding of how culture, law, religion, philoso-
phy and ethics influence owners’ and breeders’ decisions and 
dog activities.

In researching the material for these articles, we encountered 
no one without an opinion, and most people had more than 
one. We solicited input from across the internet, breeds, na-
tions and registries. We spoke with pet owners, obedience 
competitors, breeders, veterinary technicians and vets.

The most important thing to remember when examining these 
opinions is that which is ethical is that which is consistent with 
the beliefs and mores of a particular group of people and their 
culture. Different social and religious beliefs, different laws and 
different cultures produce different codes of ethics. In many 
cases, these differences are irreconcilable. By examining the 
differences, we do not attempt to value or judge them (this task 
would be impossible). Rather, we want to illustrate how they 
are central, or not central, to the ethical conduct of the dog 
game, and how they are at work in the lives of people who own 
and breed dogs.

SCRIPTURE AND MYTH

If one is scripturally oriented, whether Muslim, Christian, or 
Jewish, humans’ dominion over the animals comes early in 
the sacred texts. Genesis 1:26, for example, states, “And God 
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

For many people, a religious sense of dominion helps to 
legitimize their ownership and controlled breeding of dogs. 
Other faiths, however, have a different perspective on animals 
and dominion and may view as suspect any kind of ownership 
based on this idea.

Dominion aside, history has certainly shown a strong part-
nership between canines and people. In the earliest days of 
humankind, the dog most certainly was a competitor when 
it came to scavenging the leftovers of the largest predators. 
Eventually, however, the canine became a partner, but why 
this is so is not very clear, nor is it clear whether we became 
the dog’s hunting partner or the dog became ours.

To      reed or Not to      reedB B
By Susan Thorpe-Vargas, PhD and John C. Cargill, MA, MBA, MS

This four-part series on breeder ethics discusses religious, historical and legal concepts surrounding the dog and its place 
in modern society. With this foundation, we will examine ethical issues pertaining to breed preservation, the betterment 
of breeds, overpopulation and the altering of dogs, genetic disease and the purpose of breeds as well as backyard and 
occasional breeders. Along the way, we will take a look at American Kennel Club statistics, the showing of dogs, sports-
manship, responsibilities of puppy buyers, the need for contracts, the work of rescue groups, the presence of puppy mills 
and pet stores, the role of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the sales/advertising of dogs, including the Internet 
marketplace.  

Part 1 & Part 2 will be in Issue 1, 2012, Part 3 & Part 4 will be in Issue 2, 2012.

Building An Ethical Framework
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Norse mythology traditionally held dogs as hunters with the
gods. There was no immediate concept of man’s dominion 
over an expendable commodity. Today, those areas of the 
world have relatively few dogs in shelters or resulting from 
unplanned breedings.

Given their historical background, it would be unexpected for 
Scandinavians to adopt the disposable pet concept, as have 
some Americans. To them, it just would not be ethical. In fact, 
Scandinavian dog people, on various internet lists, had dif-
ficulty dealing with our cavalier American morality leading to 
cast-off dogs and overflowing animal/euthanasia shelters.

Other countries, such as Taiwan with more than 2 million stray 
dogs, let them pretty much fend for themselves scavenging 
from garbage dumps. In India, strays are captured, inoculated, 
neutered and returned to the streets because of ethical and 
religious concerns. 

In the Third World, the life of animals and concern for their 
well-being is even more tenuous. Where humans are starving 
about you, it is difficult to conceive of animals, even dogs, as 
members of the family imbued with legal rights. In some coun-
tries today, such as China and Korea, dog farms for meat and 
fur are an accepted practice. The slaughter of these animals is 
in many ways similar to our own American forms of slaughter 
for the highly intelligent pig. Stories abound of the common 
Chinese and Korean practice of skinning and butchering while 
the dog is still alive. 

China has an active economy in dog meat and pelts. In 
northern rural areas especially, it is not at all uncommon for 
a Chinese family to raise a few cats or dogs, then during the 
winter when the coats are best, kill the animals and take the 
pelts to market. Many rural villages have open-air fur markets 
that serve as collection points for the pelts of dogs and cats 
killed locally. 

Lest we imply this is an Eastern view of dogs, following are 
examples of the Western view: At one German auction, 10,000 
Korean dog fur pelts were sold. A Chinese shipment to Italy 
was seized for a lack of proper permits. It contained 4.7 tons of 
dog hides. “Gae-wolf,” a euphemism for dog hide, is a popular 
fur in Germany. Ironically, the “gae-wolf” coming out of China 
and Korea is typically harvested from German Shepherd Dogs. 

We point this out neither to offend nor disgust, but to dem-
onstrate that not everywhere are dogs viewed as companion 
animals, but rather more as livestock, like chickens in both the 
Eastern and the Western worlds. Currently, there is a bill that 
has passed the U.S. Congress that would ban the sale of dog 
and cat fur in the United States, and now the House and Sen-
ate versions of the bill must be reconciled before final passage 
and enactment.

This partnership is deeply seated in many cultures. In a won-
derful American Indian folk tale, a rift opened up in Paradise 
separating human from the animals. The animals remained in 
Paradise on one side of the rift except for the dog, who leaped 
the rift to remain with human and to share our fate.

Many of the earliest cave paintings discovered to date de-
pict dogs/wolves hunting with people. LaGrotte du Lazaret, a 
125,000-year-old complex of Paleolithic shelters discovered in 
1969, contained wolf/dog remains suggestive of some form of 
human/animal relationship. Despite the concept of dominion, 
throughout history the dog has been viewed as a little bit differ-
ent, as very special and even sacred.

For example, the dog was sacred to Anubis in Egyptian myth, 
revered in Babylonia, associated with Artemis of Greek mythol-
ogy and Diana of roman mythology and with Astarte, the Phoe-
nician goddess of love. To this day, some African tribes consid-
er the dog a cultural hero, and Australian Aboriginals think of 
the dog as an essential companion. Native Americans viewed 
the dog as a guardian and protector. In Celtic and Norse myth, 
the dogs were associated with gods, often as messengers.

With these mythical and religious traditions, it is easy to see 
why the ethical treatment of dogs is such an emotional sub-
ject. Abraham Lincoln, a man not only of great practicality but 
also at times of great sensitivity and understanding, said about 
dogs, cats and religion: “I care not for a man’s religion whose 
dog and cat are not the better for it.”

Mahatma Gandhi, the great spiritual leader of India, wrote, 
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be 
judged by the way its animals are treated.” We agree-- how 
you treat your animals says a lot about you.

WORLDWIDE PERSPECTIVES

Among other factors, national cultural and religious differences 
may account for the varying viewpoints held by the world’s 
people about dogs. In Scandinavian countries, for example, 
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Today, we still have a large population of unwanted or discard-
ed dogs in many countries. How we deal with canine issues in 
a societal context often is dictated by ideological differences.

ANIMAL WELFARE VS. ANIMAL RIGHTS

Ideological rifts tend to surface when dealing with canine social 
problems such as pet overpopulations, animal abuse or  
incidences of canine aggression. Obviously, ethical frame-
works used in day-to-day decision making often hinge on one’s 
ideological bent.

Social organizations often rise up to collectively represent and 
advocate for certain widely held social beliefs and values. One 
of the founding organizations of the animal welfare movement 
is the British Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals.

The RSPCA is noted for its political clout and its ability to 
cause legislative change. Specifically, the organization man-
aged in the United Kingdom to get dogs banned as beasts of 
burden and to end the “slavery” of the spit dog, which was a 
small dog that ran inside a wheel for hours at a time to turn 
meat on a spit. (Perhaps more than legislation, however, the 
automobile and electricity brought an end to such forms of 
animal involuntary servitude.)

Recently the RSPCA has come under fire by some dog enthu-
siasts for its role in the passage of England’s 1991 Dangerous 
Dogs Act, which is based on a breed-specific premise. The 
RSPCA was reported to have advised the British Home Office 
on banning and control measures and various chief inspectors 
served as expert witnesses for the prosecution in DDA cases.

Other European nations have followed the British example, 
with the result that in the year 2000, there was an ongoing 
attempt to ban some 49 breeds in Germany, France, Poland, 
Luxemburg, Holland, and other nations have joined the witch 
hunt, further fueling pressures for increased breed-specific 
legislation in the United States.

The message here is that all animal-oriented special-interest 
groups do not have the same agenda, goals or even overall 
commanding ideology. Owners may agree with one organiza-
tion on certain topics, but they may disagree on others. One 
major contemporary rift can be understood as the difference 
between animal rights and animal welfare.

The general distinction between these two ideologies is that 
those promoting animal welfare accept human’s dominion over 
the animals and conclude there should be an ethical concern 
for their well-being and humane treatment, even if they are 
livestock destined for slaughter. Animal welfare advocates 
recognize animals as personal property with an understanding 
that you can use them as you see fit as long as you are being 
humane about it.

FROM FARM TO FAMILY ROOM

Historical factors, including the extent of industrialization, also 
must be considered when examining international/cultural dif-
ferences regarding canines. Earlier in man’s history, survival 
was paramount with little enthusiasm for the delicate sensitivi-
ties to which we devote much time today. Concern for any be-
ing’s life and welfare, whether human or animal, is a relatively 
new concept. Torture, murder and ritual execution (often in 
the name of some deity) have been common across time and 
around the world.

Things have developed positively for the canine in the United 
States and other industrialized countries, however. With urban-
ization, the farm dog became the yard dog, and the yard dog 
of the past became the house dog of the present. In turn, the 
house dog truly has become a member of the family, often with 
all rights and privileges thereunto pertain. As much as many 
of us attempt to keep things in perspective, our dogs tend to 
quickly become members of the family and receive much the 
same care, time and nurturing as children.

Dog people are dog people because they have a fascination 
with and a love for animals in general, and dogs in particular. 
They view dogs as more than livestock, regardless of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s classification of dogs and their 
legal status as personal property.

A country’s perspective on the dog, however, is not only 
reflected in how it treats its pets but also in how it deals with 
dogs in general, including those without loving families.  
Humans have had a long and problematic history with stray  
semiferal dogs. Records go back thousands of years telling of 
wandering bands of stray dogs threatening passers-by, espe-
cially those with foodstuffs from the markets. Stray dogs surviv-
ing by eating human’s garbage are not new. There is even a 
historical and biblical name for these dogs: “pariah.”

Owners and breeders  
have very much  
at stake in the  

animal welfare/animal 
rights debate
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The animal right proponents generally conclude that humans 
do not have dominion over the animals and they should not be 
domesticated, slaughtered or viewed as livestock. The animal 
rights person opposes any medical or scientific experimenta-
tion that uses animals; whereas the animal welfare proponent 
views a certain amount of experimentation necessary but 
insists that researchers use humane procedures and 
minimize pain as much as possible.

One area where the rift between animal welfare and animal 
rights manifests is the growing movement in some countries, 
including the United States and many European nations, to 
imbue dogs and other companion animals with a special legal 
status that is more than property status. This, in effect, would 
make them legal entities in their own right.

Although such a status could help curb the mistreatment of 
animals, there may be other, less positive implications for 
breeders and owners. For example, if it is found that sledding, 
carting or hunting with dogs violates the animals’ rights (i.e., 
amounts to animal exploitation), selling an animal to someone 
who intends to pursue these activities is suddenly on very 
shaky legal ground.

Owners and breeders have very much at stake in the animal 
welfare/animal rights debate. Their chosen activities (e.g., 
breeding dogs, showing dogs and, in some cases, even own-
ing dogs) are simply not aligned with some animal rights agen-
das. For example, some animal rights organizations remain 
firmly against the breeding of any domestic animal and can be 
found in the background behind legislative or administrative 
attempts to ban or tax breeding or breeding stock.

We feel that if you have earmarked spare cash for the occa-
sional donation to animal welfare/animal rights organizations, 
it is important to carefully consider exactly which causes you 
want to support and which organizations are aligned with those 
causes.

If you want to fight breed-specific legislation, consider the Hu-
mane Society of the United States and other organizations that 
have a strong history in this area. Certainly, as an owner or a 
breeder, you should avoid providing support to animal rights 
organizations that wish to free animals from “domestic service,” 
including livestock and pets of all kinds.

CANIS LUPUS AND THE LAW

The law as it relates to canines is yet another lens through 
which to refract a society’s overall view of the dog and owners’ 
ethical choices about dog-related issues. In many cases, dog 
enthusiasts have made ethical decisions to disobey the law 
when they feel it is unsound or unfair, or if it conflicts with their 
personal values as owners.

One such controversial set of laws are those than ban wolves 
and wolf hybrids in many municipalities and counties in the 
United States and other countries. The interesting thing about 
these laws is that they seemingly fail to recognize that dogs, in 
fact, are gray wolves -- genetically they are the same species, 
Canis lupus. 

According to Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic 
and Geographic Reference, edited by D.E.Wilson and D.A.M. 
Reeder, biologists now classify the domestic dog as a subset 
of the gray wolf. Once known as Canis familiaris, the domestic
dog’s scientific name is now officially Canis lupus familiaris, 
more explicitly linking it to other wolf species such as Canis 
lupus arctos (arctic wolves), Canis lupus baileyi (the Mexican 
wolf) and other Canis lupus members.

Research has shown us that many breeds are genetically 
closer to feral wolves than they are to some other breeds of 
dogs. It is unknown whether wolves and dogs were distinct at 
one time, however, because over the past tens of thousands 
of years, the genes have become intermixed. Some breeds 
distinctly have wolves as part of the foundation. For example, 
according to the breed’s first studbooks, German Shepherd 
Dogs included wolves in the pedigree.

Insomuch as dogs and wolves have been separated in legal 
and popular culture despite their genetic similarities, there has 
been a concept that any wolf in an individual canine’s immedi-
ate genetic background makes it a wolf, whereas any dog does 
not make a wolf hybrid a dog. The U.S. Constitution is silent on 
the regulation of animals; however, the USDA in no uncertain 
terms states, “all hybrids between domestic and wild animals, 
such as wolf and dog, cat and jungle cat . . . etc., are consid-
ered to be domestic animals.”  In reality, it has fallen to the 
states to determine what is what. Unfortunately, this cuts no ice 
at the local levels of government where breed-specific legisla-
tion (including laws banning wolf hybrids) is rampant within 
some jurisdictions.

In author Cargill’s home  
county of Carteret, N.C.,  
for example, Canis lupus 
is specifically banned, and  
there is no definition of  
domestic dog. Thus, 
ownership of all dogs and  
wolf-dog hybrids is 
technically illegal. In many  
local jurisdictions, however, 
it matters not that dogs,  
wolves and wolf-dog  
hybrids are members of the 
same species. Much as we  
find breed-specific  
legislation arbitrary and  
discriminatory, we find
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Additionally, we feel there is a moral imperative, given the  
ability of any dog to bite, for breeders to “hold school” on puppy 
buyers to ensure they recognize the inherent risks of dog own-
ership. This becomes even more of a moral issue for  
puppies going to homes with children. Make sure they under-
stand what they are getting into and that they must “dog proof” 
their children and their children’s playmates.

In further attempts to protect humans from dogs, leash laws 
have become common. Also, in most locations, licensing laws 
with mandatory inoculation against rabies are in force; i.e., 
licensing is compulsory when the animal is vaccinated. Some 
                                                             estimates indicate that  
                                                             as many as 50 percent  
                                                             of all dogs and 75  
                                                             percent or more of all  
                                                             cats are unlicensed and  
                                                             not inoculated against  
                                                             rabies. In some areas,  
                                                             these licensing laws  
                                                             have been challenged  
                                                             because they have been  
                                                             viewed as a financial  
                                                             deterrent to inoculation.

                                                             Further restricting dogs  
                                                             are zoning laws that limit  
                                                             the number of dogs a  
                                                             person may have or  
                                                             which may be kept on  
                                                             a particular property.  
                                                             Interestingly, these  
                                                             zoning laws very tre 
                                                             mendously around the 
nation. On Oahu, Hawaii, a person may have 10 dogs per tax 
parcel. In San Diego County, Calif., only six dogs may be kept 
per tax parcel, and only six dogs total if tax parcels are adjoin-
ing. Thus, if two 100-acre tax parcels touched each other, only 
six dogs total may be kept on both of them. Fortunately, other 
municipal and county jurisdictions are less restrictive. Oddly 
enough, in San Diego County, where the number of dogs that 
may be kept on a given tax parcel regardless of its size is lim-
ited, one may keep horses in any number!

Of course, such laws have implications for breeders. For 
example, if your zoning says you can have only two dogs 
and you have three bitches and rent studs, you have broken 
the law. Just because the action is illegal, however, does not 
necessarily make it unethical. For dog people, the ethics of this 
scenario most likely do not involve the broken zoning law but 
are more concerned with making sure the accommodations for 
the animals are adequate and that they are treated humanely. 
We will deal with these later in the series.

the banning of any Canis lupus, whether the Chihuahua ver-
sion of the gray wolf or the Mastiff version or the German 
Shepherd Dog, ridiculous.

In most jurisdictions, it becomes more ridiculous as the deter-
mination of what is or is not a wolf or a banned breed falls to 
the dog warden, some local humane society official or a veteri-
narian, generally none of whom can even identify every breed 
or mixed-breed with complete accuracy.

Various counties enforce their breed ban laws based upon 
complaints. Many of the laws are written within a vacuum with 
little basis or scientific knowledge. Although such bans techni-
cally put owners outside the law, many people do not even 
realize it, or they choose to not follow the law because they 
believe it to be based on an unsound foundation. We person-
ally feel that there is an ethical imperative on the part of dog 
owners to fight against these arbitrary and unscientific restric-
tive covenants against man’s best friend.

LIABILITY AND ZONING LAWS

Aside from the seemingly unbiologically based laws separating 
dogs from wolves, there also is a growth and proliferation of 
increasingly stringent liability laws for dogs. Often, the societal 
objective of these laws is to protect humans from dangerous 
dogs.

These laws have ethical implications for owners and breed-
ers as well. While we recognize that one should not harbor a 
dangerous animal without exercising special control, it is now 
difficult to avoid exposure to liability if you own a dog of any 
kind. Any given dog will bite under certain circumstances.

Many courts, especially those states with “strict liability” laws, 
have held injured persons not responsible for their own actions 
even if they provoke dogs and are subsequently bitten. A strict 
liability statute imposes liability upon a dog owner without ex-
ception should the dog damage property or injure someone.

With strict liability in such states as California, no matter what 
anyone does to provoke the dog, the burden of proof will be on 
the owner to show it was not a vicious dog. Liability laws such 
as this are a clear indication of how the legal system views 
dogs as opposed to humans.

The majority of dog-bite victims today are children. Many bites 
occur because little ones are not being raised around dogs and 
are not familiar with how dogs might react. We feel there is a 
moral obligation on the part of owners to socialize their dogs 
properly, but also a moral responsibility on the part of parents 
to educate their children about dogs and to keep them away 
from dogs if the child does not act appropriately. We have 
become convinced that many of the several hundred thousand 
dog bites occurring each year could be prevented if parents 
educated their children and held these children responsible for 
their actions around dogs.
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flat-skulled, short-coated dog.” We would hate to hazard a 
guess as to what might constitute a pit bull cross, also banned 
in some jurisdictions.

We found strange laws all around the nation covering dog 
licensing, breed bans, insurance requirements by breed, 
breeding permits, etc. Each set of laws is predicated upon 
some belief structure about dogs, tempered with the reality of 
who can be made to pay. For example, a large majority of the 
dogs going into the pound are unregistered. Yet, license fees 
are used for animal control. Most of the backyard/occasional
breeding done is without kennel or breeding licenses in  
jurisdictions that require them. Those serious dog fanciers who 
license their dogs and who obtain kennel or breeding licenses 
pay for the animal control efforts of those who don’t. We feel 
this unequal treatment may have an ethical component and 
that dog fanciers should actively campaign against such selec-
tive treatment by local authorities.

We have looked at the dog from several perspectives:  
religious, cultural, ideological, genetic and legal. With this  
common ground, and hopefully understanding, we will be 
able to address in detail the ethical concepts associated with 
breeder ethics. That is, what does it take to be an ethical or 
responsible breeder?

We are going to challenge many of the common practices 
found among dog owners, breeders and in the show and trial 
rings. We ask not that you subscribe to our views, just that you 
hear us out and base your actions as a breeder or dog owner 
on thoughtful and careful consideration of the ethics involved.

Along with zoning and licensing laws, we find that many juris-
dictions are attempting to address the excess pet population 
with breeding bans or breeding licenses. In the city of Los An-
geles and Los Angeles county, for example, unaltered animals, 
if registered now, require a $100 per year per dog unaltered 
dog permit and a $200 breeding permit per intact animal per 
year. Failure to register an intact animal can result in a $500 
fine, and there is a county policy of encouraging citizens to 
report neighbors who are breeding dogs without licensing. 
Risking the possible penalty, many owners have nonetheless  
decided to not register their dogs because they cannot afford it 
and do not agree with the registration fee.

A TAXING SITUATION

Fines and breeding licenses aren’t the only financial hardships 
owners may face.  Many jurisdictions worldwide tax dogs. 
These taxes range from a minimal fee to outright confiscatory 
levels.

During the current wave of breed bans in Germany it has been 
found that tremendous numbers of dogs are not licensed, 
much the same as is the case in the United States. This isn’t 
surprising given the highest registration or dog tax fees we 
have been able to find are in Pinneberg, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany, where the annual tax on the Bull Terrier, Tosa Inu, 
Mastiff and several other breeds is DM2,400 for the first dog 
and DM3,600 for the second dog. Thus two Bull Terriers will 
cost you DM6,000 annually (about $2,600).

We make the point that the authority to tax dogs is in effect the 
authority to confiscate or prohibit dogs except for owners who 
are very rich. Similarly, the authority to tax real estate upon 
which dogs are kept is an ability to prevent or eliminate dogs in 
that tax jurisdiction.

Those persons who wish to avoid these taxes do not register 
their dogs. Unfortunately, dog people with high visibility, i.e., 
those who hunt, show or enter various trials, often cannot 
avoid these taxes because they fear being caught. Thus only 
the “law-abiding” are taxed.

In some jurisdictions, there is an ongoing attempt to tax dogs 
of different sizes and different breeds at different rates. It mat-
ters not that the breed many times cannot accurately be deter-
mined. The most commonly banned or specially taxed dog is 
the “it bull,” although exact definitions of this vary. In one U.S. 
jurisdiction, we found pit bulls defined as “any short-legged, 
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PART 2

The reasons for dog ownership are many and often over-
lapping. Most people consider dogs companions, both for 
themselves and for their children. Others view their dogs as 
adjuncts to home and personal security, especially those larger 
breeds from the Herding and Working Groups that excel as 
guard and watchdogs.

Others find great satisfaction in competing in obedience and 
other trials and in conformation shows. Others still use their 
dogs for hunting. What is common throughout dog ownership 
is that owners truly appreciate the company of their dogs, often 
to the point of considering them members of the family.

In this second part, we look at one of the major components of 
canine ethics, the dog owner. Here is where the rubber meets 
the road, if you will, and where the decisions are made about 
all of dogdom’s numerous components, including hunting, con-
formation, agility and obedience competition, herding, therapy 
and assistance dog work, and general canine companionship.

In Part 1, “To Breed Or Not To Breed: Building An Ethical 
Framework,” we focused on trying to determine the dog’s place 
in society, how it has been historically viewed and what place it 
might occupy in the grand scheme of things.

In this part, we will attempt to define responsible dog breeding 
and responsible dog ownership, and the ethical concerns of 
both. In so doing, we immediately will run directly up against 
some views we categorically reject. For instance, some fringe 
animal rights groups reject the concept of the domestication of 
animals. To those organizations, w hat follows in this article is 
based on a premise to which they are fundamentally opposed.

To some animal rights activists, carting, sledding, pulling and, 
of course, any and all hunting are barbaric and constitute in-
humane treatment of dogs. Unfortunately, the animal rights vs. 
animal welfare issue is frequently misunderstood (see Part 1 
of this series). We make this distinction because it is a funda-
mental difference in the way that animals in general should be 
viewed and drives the issue of what ethically may be done with 
them.

With this point noted, let’s discuss breeders’ specific duties to 
both their canines and the people who will own them.

RESPONSIBILITIES TO PEOPLE . . .

Ownership often comes with strings attached. Whether they 
own dogs, motor vehicles, firearms or real property, owners 
have certain responsibilities to society. How these responsibili-
ties are enforced varies. In some cases, such as with firearms 
and the operation of motor vehicles, they are regulated by the 
government through licensing.

Some people believe that owning a dog should be licensed. 
There is a movement afoot in Germany requiring dog own-
ers to receive some form of training and pass a test prior to 
obtaining a license for dog ownership (see “ ‘K-Nein’ Laws 
Bite German Dog Owners, “ by Elizabeth Crosby Simpson in 
the December 2000 issue of Dog World). This is similar to the 
requirement that citizens receive training before they oper-
ate motor vehicles, light aircraft, personal watercraft or their 
own firearms. Several Canadian cities are looking into similar 
licensing requirements, and Baltimore is considering licensing 
ownership for certain breeds of dogs (pit bulls).

It is very debatable whether government licensing is the best 
way to promote responsible ownership, but it is certain that 
along with the inherent benefits of dog ownership, there also 
are inherent dangers that must be considered. We find it ap-
propriate to view dogs as potential risks, and dog ownership as 
a personal property ownership situation requiring risk assess-
ment and risk management.

Specifically, we note that dog owners under the laws of most 
states are responsible for everything their dogs do. A loose 
dog that causes a string of traffic accidents is the proximate 
cause for those accidents, and generally the owner will be 
required to show that due diligence was exercised. In those 
states with strict liability, the owner will be held accountable re-
gardless of the level of diligence exercised. Similarly, an owner 
has a responsibility to members of his or her family and to visi-
tors to control the animal while it is at home, and the public at 
large when the dog is off-property.

Thus, if a dog has not only the capacity but also the propensity, 
regardless of size or breed, to attack humans, the owner has 
a responsibility to control the animal to prevent such attacks. 
Children are especially at risk, often not having been socialized 
around dogs and often acting in such a way as to arouse the 
dog’s prey instincts.

We think the dog owner has a very clear responsibility to-
ward children, and that any child permitted to be around dogs 
should be instructed in how to behave. It makes great sense to 
discuss with all children, whether they come from dog homes 
or not, how to act around your dog(s). We caution that a child, 
especially a very small child, should never be left unsupervised 
with any dog.

To      reed or Not to      reedB B For Pups’ Sake A Breeder’s  
Duty To Pets & People
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Dog bite statistics suggest that children are in the category 
most likely to be bitten by dogs. Forewarned and forearmed 
with this knowledge, it follows that there is an ethical duty to 
socialize all dogs to respond properly to youngsters if there is 
any chance canines will come in contact with them. This prob-
ably includes most dogs, especially those that will participate in 
dog activities.

We make a special note here: If you sell a dog, either as a 
puppy or as an adult, courts may construe that you have a 
duty to the buyer to fully inform that individual of the potential 
liabilities associated with ownership. If the puppy buyer or 
potential owner has children, you have an ethical reason to 
evaluate that family, to meet the children and to determine for 
yourself whether the dog you are selling would be suitable for 
that family.

If you find the family has unruly and disobedient children, you 
should develop an opinion as to whether their rearing of a dog 
would result in the same level of unruliness in the dog. You 
also should consider whether the children’s misbehavior, if 
allowed to continue around the dog, could result in injury to 
themselves or the canine. If you decide the family probably 
does not have the capacity or inclination to correctly socialize 
the dog, you are left with the ethical question of whether it is 
permissible to put the children at physical risk. From both a fi-
nancial liability standpoint and from a moral standpoint, we feel 
that the dog breeder should refuse to sell to such a family.

Buyer screening is becoming no longer an option but a neces-
sity. You may ask why it is your responsibility to protect buyers 
from themselves. The straight answer is: because you can 
-- you have the knowledge, and case law is developing that 
even may legally oblige you to do so. Failure to fully inform 
buyers (informed purchase) is becoming like informed consent 
to medical procedures.

Much as bartenders in most states have a duty to refuse 
service to those who in their judgement would have their driv-
ing impaired with another drink, we feel that breeders have a 
similar and very special responsibility to refuse sales to those 
people who are not good candidates for dog ownership. Just 
because someone else will sell t hem a dog does not mean 
you should be the one to take the moral road with its  
associated risks.

... AND TO DOGS

When you choose to “adopt” a dog, we feel you do so for the 
life of that dog. This runs contrary to the “disposable society” of 
the current era. Likewise, we feel if you breed a bitch, the re-
sulting puppies also are your responsibility. Some believe there 
is an ethical imperative to be responsible for those puppies for 
the rest of their lives, even to the extent of taking them back in 
the event their owners cannot care for them or no longer want 
them. Others feel the responsibility stops at point of sale. We 
tend toward the former, but most likely there is a practical ethi-
cal solution somewhere between these two poles.

It is very clear, however, that proper socialization of the puppy 
is critical to the proper development of the adult temperament, 
and that the breed-specific adult temperament is one of the 
controlling factors in determing how well the puppy will fit into 
its new family. Here the breeder has a very clear responsibility 
not only to future owners of the puppy but to the puppy itself. 
An aggressive dog is more often than not predictable, whereas 
a fearful dog is like a hand grenade with a loose pin rolling in 
the scuppers aboard ship during heavy seas. You are not sure 
what is going to happen, or when, but you can bet on some-
thing of note occurring in the not-too-distant future.

Puppy socialization starts with the breeder, but it must continue 
with the new owners after the puppy has been placed. Our ex-
perience has been that puppy kindergarten training classes are 
just about the best way to enhance puppy development. Puppy 
kindergarten training is one of the easiest ways to determine 
just what you are working with in terms of bravado, aggression, 
attention span, tractability and desire to work.

For some of the larger and more dominant breeds, puppy kin-
dergarten before puberty is a good way to avoid butting heads 
with an animal that has suddenly discovered it has a mind of its 
own. For the Northern breeds and other notoriously stubborn 
breeds, puppy kindergarten is a shortcut that pays dividends 
the rest of the dog’s life.

Dogs turned in to pounds for eventual euthanasia are most 
frequently relinquished because of problems, often including 
behavior problems with children. We tell prospective puppy 
buyers to give their new puppy a “life sentence” instead of a 
“death sentence.” We tell them to take the puppy to kindergar-
ten training.

Please understand that training is a real necessity and not just 
an option. Well-behaved dogs are an extreme pleasure, and 
most people find them wonderful, but an ill-mannered, ill-be-
haved dog is something that is at best an obnoxious nuisance, 
and at worst an extreme liability. For most dog owners, the 
best way to encourage development of desired behavior traits 
in their new dog is to take it to a basic obedience course. 
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Almost any city of any size has someone running obedience 
courses, whether for competition or for pets. We encourage 
owners to participate in one of these formal courses. The struc-
ture and scheduling of the training sessions tend to ensure 
the training actually occurs and is not continually put off until 
another day, which may happen if owners intend to hold their 
own at-home training.

We think puppy kindergarten training should be a matter for 
discussion in all puppy sales. In a later article in this series, 
we will discuss contracts with buyers and the use of rebates 
and other incentives. Puppy training is a good one. Breeders 
should consider rebating a certain amount of the purchase 
price for completion of various training programs. A sizeable 
rebate for owners who successfully complete puppy kinder-
garten can be more effective and less expensive than making 
early training a condition of the sales contract and attempting 
to reclaim dogs if the new owner breaches the agreement.

Read into all of this and find that we emphatically believe train-
ing is essential, not only for having a safe and manageable 
dog but also for bonding between the dog and its owner/family. 
Dogs seem to feel important when they are doing something. 
Training events and dog shows become fun and many dogs 
seem to thrive on them.

We have used dogs in sledding, carting, obedience, assis-
tance, therapy, weight pulls, lure coursing, herding, etc. The 
dogs enjoyed it immensely, and part of our pleasure in these 
activities is derived from seeing the canine enthusiasm and ob-
vious relish for such events. One of the joys of dog ownership 
is joining your dog in something it likes to do. Some dogs love 
agility training. Others excel in obedience or herding. Others 
look forward to visiting people as therapy dogs.

While on the subject of doggie events, there is an ethical 
concern for safe, comfortable transportation arrangements for 
the dogs. Both authors are currently residing in North Carolina, 
one in the mountains and the other on the coast. Both of us 
frequently see loose dogs in the backs of pick-up trucks. We 
consider this a potential hazard to not only the dog, but also to 
the other drivers on the road.

It’s not only the loose dogs in the backs of pick-ups that are 
a problem but also loose dogs allowed to move about inside 
vehicles. Some enthusiasts feel crating the dog when trans-
porting it is safest; others put dogs in the back of the vehicle 
behind a wire screen; still others feel that buckling the canine 
in a dog harness works well. It is important to note that wire 
barriers can come loose and become unsafe both to the dog 
and to the driver in the event of an accident. In any event, a 
loose dog, especially an active one bouncing around in a car, 
can be a hazard. It is important for breeders to educate new 
owners on safe transportation practices, to keep abreast of the 
latest safety trends and to pass that information along.

Instead of traveling from one event to another, some dogs are 
relegated to the back yard to spend much of their time alone. 
One of the saddest sights in dogdom is t he pooch abandoned 
to the back yard, isolated from social contact with its family. 
All that had to be done was to find some activity that could be 
shared.

In an article we published in March 2001, we pointed out that 
dogs are social animals and that they have a very real need for 
being with other beings, whether canine or human. To deprive 
a dog of this contact we feel is unethical and akin to locking a 
social being up in solitary confinement. We conclude that there 
is an ethical issue involving abandoning social creatures to 
backyard isolation, as is done in so many pet homes.

To prevent this, breeders should carefully screen all prospec-
tive buyers to determine what conditions the dog will be kept 
in. Breeders should not be afraid to ask questions about the 
dog’s accommodations (e.g., where will the dog sleep and 
spend most of its time?), the dog’s primary caretaker, and the 
frequency and duration of incidences wherein the dog will be 
left alone. In this way, breeders will be able to form a clearer 
picture about the dog’s potential place in a particular home.

A common example we have noticed is the case in which the 
12-year-old boy or girl is given a puppy. They bond, become 
close friends and share many tender moments together. As the 
child matures and leaves home, the dog may be relegated to 
the same category as the forgotten teddy bear in a childhood 
toy box.

When young people leave home, there often is no room or 
opportunity for them to take their dogs. Most universities cast a 
dim eye on dogs in dormitories! Many apartment building own-
ers catering to younger tenants view dogs in the same way. 
Thus, the childhood dog is left with parents, who may or may 
not wish to invest time, effort and money in the dog.

Breeders can head these situations off by asking questions 
and being observant during the screening process. When 
parents and children both have input into the dog purchase 
decision, and when they both will be sharing the daily respon-
sibilities of caring for the dog, it is more likely that when the 
children leave the nest, the canine still will have a cherished 
place in the family pack.
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ANTICIPATING SCENARIOS

Screening potential buyers also affords breeders the opportu-
nity to have frank discussions with new owners about what to 
do in the event of unforeseen circumstances that make dog 
ownership improper, impossible or otherwise not feasible.

One of those scenarios is divorce. When couples split, what 
happens to the dog? In the case of divorce, often the dog goes 
with one partner or the other and likely suffers some stress 
due to a separation from a pack member or members, moving 
anxiety, etc.

Many divorced persons, in essence, are starting over again in 
life and have several new constraints on their time and money. 
Sometimes a dog provides that extra measure of companion-
ship that helps ease the pain of divorce; sometimes the dog is 
just a reminder of happier days and becomes a costly burden, 
both emotionally and financially.

We urge all persons contemplating divorce to agree on what 
to do with their dogs, and make this a mater of immediate 
concern rather than an afterthought to the property settle-
ment being negotiated. The ethics of marriage and divorce are 
beyond the scope of this article, but the question of what to do 
with the dog is not. We feel there is a great moral imperative to 
do right by the dogs and make sure the pet lives with the family 
member who wants the dog and is the best equipped to care 
for it.

The breeder also can have a role in ensuring the dog’s welfare 
by having a contractual agreement with the buyer giving the 
breeder the option of taking back the dog if neither divorcing 
party wants or can keep it. Additionally, if the breeder can’t 
keep the dog permanently or isn’t able to take the dog in at all, 
he or she should be willing to use his or her contacts to help 
rehome the dog.

Another scenario owners and breeders should consider is 
the fact that animals can outlive their owners. When children 
have left home and retirement years seem empty, many aging 
couples will purchase a dog. These animals tend to be indoor 
dogs and closely embraced as members of the family.

Old age can be a lonely time, and depression is frequently 
associated with the elderly. There is a growing understand-
ing among people working with the elderly that their lives can 
be significantly enriched through having a pet, and ownership 
even may extend their period of relative good health and ability 
to live unassisted.

Nonetheless, careful consideration should be given to the 
elderly person’s ability to care for the animal and the need to 
make arrangements for the animal should the person have to 
move to an assisted-living or other care facility that does not 
allow pets. This is a difficult question: What is to become of 
Granny’s dog? Often seniors will become so attached to their
dogs that these animals occupy a position of central focus in 
their lives. Consequently, they are heartbroken when they are 
parted from their dogs.

Breeders can help guard the dog’s well-being in these cir-
cumstances by explaining to buyers that they should have 
someone willing to take care of the dog in the event they are 
incapacitated. A contractual agreement giving breeders the 
option of taking a dog back in these situations also could be 
considered and may give an older owner some peace of mind, 
too.

Puppy socialization  
starts with the breeder, but it must 
continue with the new owners after 

the puppy has been placed.
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TOUGH DECISIONS

Eventually most dogs will become old and subject to ailments 
and the general infirmities of old age. Although reputable 
breeders will sell puppies with health guarantees for a certain 
period of time after the sale, we feel that if you adopt a dog 
or the guarantee has expired, you should be responsible for 
the animal’s veterinary care and should provide for it when it 
becomes ill. The problem is often that of cost.

Now that veterinary procedures mirror human medical pro-
cedures, the cost differential is lessening, i.e. state-of-the-art 
veterinary care is getting more expensive. When an animal be-
comes sick, the issue always arises whether to put it down or 
to treat it. The choice is not a simple one. We grow fond of our 
animals and wish them to remain with us as long as possible. 
This makes sense only as long as they are not suffering, have 
a joy for living and the care is affordable.

The question of whether care is affordable is relative. Can you 
afford it? If it is likely that you cannot pay for the care of a pos-
sibly short-lived animal, it may be time to take the difficult steps 
of considering euthanasia. It may be the case that this is the 
best and most humane choice for the animal as well. Some of 
the toughest choices of ownership revolve around the question 
of when it is time for euthanasia. Our collective experience has 
been that when the dog no longer exhibits a strong will to live 
and its existence is becoming a life of pain and more pain, it is 
time to let go.

On the other hand, if the care needed is affordable and has a 
good chance of increasing not only the duration but also the 
quality of the pet’s life, we feel that the owner should be willing 
to pay for these expenses. Carefully balancing the welfare of 
the dog and the economics of the situation is part of the obliga-
tion one undertakes when deciding to own a pet.

With the advent of pet health insurance, we feel the commit-
ment to your dog’s health is reasonably affordable and should 
be considered. Several pet health insurance companies 
have made it possible for owners to afford veterinary care 
for animals that otherwise would have been put down. When 
breeders sell puppies, we feel it is important to let puppy 
buyers know about pet health insurance and to guide them in 
that direction. Although self-insurance is less expensive in the 
immediate short run, it often can become pricey in the midterm 
or long-term. For elderly persons who may not be able to keep 
a pet, whether the dog has health insurance in effect can be a 
deciding factor in placing it. An insured dog can give its owner 
a great sense of comfort knowing the canine companion will be 
cared for.

In this second article on ethics, we have just scratched the sur-
face of what it means to be a responsible dog owner and what 
breeders can do to ensure their dogs are placed with one. An 
important element to this is breeder-buyer communication.

Breeders should encourage their buyers to keep in touch and 
to continue throughout the life of the puppy/dog. This is not just 
a moral issue, but also a financial one -- author Cargill has sold 
many dogs because a potential buyer heard of the ongoing 
contact he maintained with a previous puppy buyer. Everyone 
wins when breeder and buyer keep an open line of communi-
cation long after the puppy has been sold.

Another factor in the long-term welfare of pups is their physical 
health and breeders have a major role to play here as well. In 
the third installment, we will look into the study of genetics and 
its impact on ethical breeding practices.

Part 3 & Part 4 to be published in Issue 2, 2012

D
iane C

ahill &
 N

orm
a R

ow
ley

84                                                                                            



On November 5,2011, Reggie, aka GrCh Merrigang Wild N 
Crazy Guy, AX, AJ, ME, added Endurance Earthdog to his 
name. He is the first Australian Terrier to earn this title, the 
highest AKC earthdog title achievable. To get this title, a dog 
must pass both a Master Earthdog test and a Senior Earthdog 
test in the same trial, and must do it a total of 5 times.

The Master test most closely mimics the natural hunting condi-
tions a farmer and his dogs might have encountered long ago 
in the fields. Two dogs are paired (braced) at random to hunt 
together. The dogs do not know each other and are expected 
to hunt off lead, without aggression or interference, with their 
handlers and the judge. The walk up, as it is called, wanders 
through fields or woods and encompasses several areas of 
scent lines the judge has laid, using rat urine. There may be 
some freshly dug earth for the dogs to alert to, as well as any 
woodland animals in the fields or forests. The judge wants to 
see the dogs actively working the fields and hunting for quarry. 
The dogs must be under control and respond to the handler’s 
directions.

There is a false den, which is unscented. The handlers call the 
dogs over and each dog clearly must check the den and indi-
cate to the handler that is empty. This requires control of the 
dogs, as handlers do not want both dogs to arrive at the false 
den together. The dogs continue to work the field until they 
reach a scent line that leads to a caged rat at the entrance to 
one of the tunnels. This is called the “mark,” and both dogs

are required to indicate, through barking or digging, that live 
quarry is present. There should be a definite difference in the 
dogs’ behavior between the empty false den and live quarry. 
They may leave the mark to investigate other openings, but 
are expected to come back to the opening that has the stron-
gest scent. In an actual hunting scenario, the farmer needs to 
know which tunnel is active. Again, some control is necessary, 
as the handlers don’t want both dogs to arrive at the mark at 
the same time.

After each dog “marks” the rat by barking and/or digging, they 
are picked up by the handlers and held while the rat is placed 
at the back of the tunnel. One dog is tied near the entrance 
while the other goes to ground. The honoring dog is expected 
to remain quiet above ground while the other dog searches 
the 40-degree tunnel, then locates and works the rat. The first 
dog then works the rat without cessation for 90 seconds. Any 
dog that leaves the quarry fails. After 90 seconds, the handler 
is then instructed to remove the dog from the tunnel within 15 
seconds. The dogs are switched and the honor dog gets to 
work the tunnel.

The Master exercise tests the relationship of the dog and 
handler as a hunting team, one that is capable of working 
with other dogs and handlers without interference. Two intact 
males or bitches are expected to be able to work together, as 
would have happened on a farm in Australia in the 1800s.

MASTER EARTHDOG  It’s pitch-black
by Heather Rife, DVM
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that forces the dog to navigate either over or under it. The scent of rat is strong and wafts through the darkness. The dog follows 
the scent into a den area. There is nesting material, but no animal. He continues to search for live quarry, twisting and turning 
through 40 feet of tunnel. Finally! A live rat, safely caged behind wooden dowels. The dog begins working, frantically barking and 
digging, trying to get to the rat. He works the rat for 90 seconds and then is lifted out by his owner.

This is only one small part of the Master Earthdog test, part of the legs that must be earned for the coveted title of Endurance 
Earthdog.

and cramped in the tunnel. The walls squeeze together and there is an obstacle



In the Senior test, the dog is released 20 feet from a well-con-
cealed tunnel entrance. He must locate the entrance, enter the 
tunnel, navigate the false den and false exit, find and begin to 
work the rat within 90 seconds. He must work the rat continu-
ously for 90 seconds. The rat is then removed by the judge 
and the dog is recalled by the owner. The dog must stop work-
ing, back up through the tunnel until he can turn around, exit 
the ground ,and be picked up by the owner within 90 seconds. 
This is more difficult than it sounds! Many dogs do not want 
to leave the tunnel to be picked up by the owner and have 
the fun stop. In natural conditions, this would simulate quarry 
bolting from the hole and the dog returning to the farmer to 
continue hunting. A dog that continues to bark after the quarry 
has left is useless. The farmer would continue to dig, wasting 
time and energy long after the quarry has left the area. It also 
tests a handler’s control of the dog, an essential part of hunt-
ing. Many earthdog handlers feel this is the most difficult title 
to earn. 

    

              o earn an Endurance Earthdog title, the dog and  
              handler must pass both Master and Senior tests in  
              the same trial, completing both a total of 5 times  
              to complete the qualifications for the title. Reggie not  
              only earned his EE title, but earned it in 5 consecutive  
              trials! He will continue to compete in Earthdog, as he  
              really showcases the versatility of our breed. 

The Aussie is not a common sight at an earthdog trial, and 
Reggie has shown that they really have the versatility to excel 
in the show ring and go to ground in the same weekend. I 
encourage you to try it with your Aussies. Earthdog competi-
tors are very welcoming and will be happy to explain the tests 
to you. Your dogs will enjoy the hunt! 

MASTER EARTHDOG
T
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Common Health Problems of Senior Dogs

Arthritis: Common in dogs (and most other animals). Arthritic 
animals are not as active as before, and because they are
sore, they may resent being touched. Natural remedies 
abound for treating arthritis and the pain often associated with 
it. Nutritional supplements include: glucosamine, chondroitin 
sulfate and MSM. Omega-3 fatty acids are indicated, and  
vitamin C and other supplements may be helpful.

Acupuncture and chiropractic adjustments are tailor-made for 
easing pain and helping to restore normal function. Count on
several initial treatments, followed by periodic re-treatments, 
with the time between treatments varying among dogs.

Herbal remedies for pain include willow bark, meadowsweet, 
and St. John’s wort, and other herbs used for treating arthritis
include: cayenne, wild yam, devil’s claw and yucca.

Cataracts: (common in older dogs).
Eyebright has been shown to help prevent the progress of 
cataracts. It can be used topically (eye drops several times a
week) or given orally.

Weight Problems: Elderly dogs may need 20 percent fewer 
calories because of their changing body compositions.
Obesity in dogs, as in humans, can cause or worsen many 
other health problems. Help them stay healthy by providing a
healthy diet and plenty of exercise.

Your Dog’s Life Span
The dog’s average life span is 12.8 years. Certain breeds live 
longer, and some dogs will have a life span far from average.
It’s impossible to provide an exact age at which each dog will 
enter his senior years, but he will likely enter this stage by the
time he is 8 years old if he’s a small- or medium-sized dog, 
and 5 years old if he is larger.

For Starters
There are several natural remedies that will help keep any dog 
healthy as it ages:

Antioxidants: These substances protect the body from the 
adverse effects of free radicals, substances that increase as 
an animal ages. Antioxidants include vitamins A, C, and E, 
and selenium, and they are found in abundance in many herbs 
and vegetables.

Exercise: This remains the best “remedy” for staying fit and 
trim and for helping to keep the joints well oiled and function-
ing properly. Make sure the oldsters get a walk every day at 
least 20 minutes long.

Good Foods: Quality nutritional foods should be made up of 
organic, mostly meat sources that contain no artificial coloring,
flavors, or preservatives (such as ethoxyquin, BHA or BHT). 
Homemade foods are almost always the best. Check with your
holistic vet for easy-to-make recipes. Note that, as your dog 
ages, he will require fewer calories, so don’t go overboard on
calories in his diet.

Omega-3 Fatty Acids. Found in fish oils, flax-seed oil, and 
other sources, the omega-3s have an amazing list of beneficial
activities on nearly all body systems. They are especially good 
for the aging animal.

Avoid excess vaccines, antibiotics and steroids. Aging body 
systems don’t detoxify drugs as readily; natural remedies are
almost always easier on the aging animal. And, if he has been 
adequately vaccinated at an early age, it is unlikely an older
dog will need additional vaccines. Check with your holistic vet.

Natural Remedies for the Aging Dog 
Help your dog enjoy his senior years with these holistic tips and treatments.

Randy Kidd, DVM, Ph.D.

Aging is not something most of us want to talk about, but every one of our best buddies will inevitably 
go through the process. Some natural processes occur as any animal ages, and there are natural 

ways to help pets improve their quality of life as they pass through their senior years.
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Natural Remedies 

Cognitive Dysfunction: Quality nutrition along with adequate 
exercise is the most important. Herbal remedies such as 
gingko can also help. Note: Some commercial products tout 
their ability to slow the mental deterioration of our dogs.  
Several adverse side effects have been seen with these; 
check with your holistic vet.

“Crotchety old dogs:” Older dogs – male and female – may 
become less friendly (much like their human counterparts).
Flower Essence (Bach Flower) remedies can be helpful here, 
as they work on the emotional aspects of the dog. For
example, clematis may restore alertness to the dog that has 
become absent minded. Mustard restores serenity to those 
experiencing depression.

Dental calculus and gum disease: Ninety percent or more of 
old-age dogs have calculus and gum disease. Calculus is a
visible white-to-brown accumulation of hard material on the 
teeth, but the first sign of tooth problems is often an excessive
bad breath. Note that there are several commercial products, 
including foods and treats, that purport to help eliminate dental
calculus buildup. If the accumulation of calculus is allowed to 
progress, professional cleaning under anesthesia may be
required.

Deteriorating senses: Hearing, sight, smell, and sense of 
direction may become duller as the pet ages. Gingko, which 
acts by increasing blood flow to the brain, may be helpful for 
enhancing senses. Stimulating herbs such as ginger, cayenne 
and ginseng may help improve the dog’s general quality of life.                        

Thyroid: Hypothyroidism is a very common problem in dogs 
and may be instigated by any number of conditions including –
according to many holistic vets – over vaccination. Symptoms 
include skin problems, cold intolerance, lethargy, and so on.
Herbal remedies including bladderwack, nettles, and oats are 
helpful, and homeopathic remedies may fit the condition.

Kidney, Heart, and Liver, Skin Conditions: All these are 
more common as the animal ages. A primary diagnosis of the
organ system affected can be done by your veterinarian, with 
follow-up natural therapies offered by the holistic member of
your veterinary health team. Nutritional supplements, acu-
puncture, or homeopathy can be extremely effective for 
preventing or treating many of these conditions. Herbal rem-
edies also help support the health of any of the body’s organ 
systems.

Urinary conditions: (e.g., urinary incontinence).
Homeopathic remedies include Causticum, Gelsemium, Turn-
era, and Plantago homicord, depending on the dog’s
symptoms. Herbal remedies may be helpful, including: black 
cohosh, dandelion root, mother wort, gingko and mullein.
The nutritional supplement, choline, can be extremely helpful, 
and other vitamins including C, E and the B vitamins may also
help.

Aging is a complex, slowly ongoing process in all mammals, 
including the human animal and our dogs. Fortunately, there
are many natural remedies available to slow the process and 
to enhance the quality of life as time marches on.

Randy Kidd, DVM, Ph.D. has been a practicing veterinarian for 
more than 30 years, with 20 years of experience in holistic
healthcare.
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CH Twee-Dle-Dee Lost In Space
Breeder: Carin Sandahl & Roger Sandahl
Owner:  Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
MACH2 Greyrock On The Edge CDX VER RE XF
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner:  Barbera Curtis
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy AX OAJ ME
Breeder: Heather Rife DVM & Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Heather Rife DVM
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels AX AXJ OF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Mark McGrath

November 2011

CH Dreamtime’s Legacy of JP
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Sandra Weigle
CH Samabel-Aka Inu Shine On Me at Celestial
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Pamela Helmer & Alexa Samarotto
CH Temora’s P’s New Guy In Town
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Gerard Walsh
GCH CH Rock Village Rumor Has It
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Lisa Violette
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild n Crazy Guy AX AXJ ME EE
Breeder: Heather Rife DVM & Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Heather Rife DVM
Auseret Little Yellow Jacket CD RN
Breeder: Teresa Cleland
Owner:  Jill Faulmann & Danielle Silverstein
CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di JE
Breeder:Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild n Crazy Guy AX OXJ ME EE
Breeder: Heather Rife DVM & Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Heather Rife DVM
Margaret Regina Dasha Paprika CD RE
Breeder: Sabine Baker & Grace Cartwright
Owner:  Sharon Grib

December 2011

Greyrock Tozan Maximum High RA NA
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner:   Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
CH Redwing its All About Me TD MX MXJ NAP NJP
Breeder: Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Heather M Rife D.V.M.
Ch Tak-A Chance Time Honored RE AX AXJ NF CA 
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner:  Susan Saulvester
CH Brandywine’s Trouble Maker
Breeder: Phyllis Knight & Randolph Knight
Owner:  Phyllis Knight & Randolph Knight

For most of 2011, AKC New Titles have been posted in The 
Talkabout. It was something new that I thought subscribers 
would be interested in. On a monthly basis, this information 
was given to the designated Parent Club member from the 
AKC. This person was Susan Saulvester. She would then 
forward me the information and I would put it into each issue.
 
This information from AKC was FREE to the Parent Club!

As of 1-1-2012, this is no longer the case. 
What AKC will now charge is below:

The cost for a report for a breed for a sport is:
$420 per year – delivered monthly
$280 delivered quarterly 
$120 delivered annually
This is a detailed breakdown by dog of all results for the 
month/quarter/year.

At this point, unless something changes, or a donation is 
made to pay for the New Titles page, we may have to cease 
printing the information. We are looking at other avenues to 
report Title information, but so far, we have not found anything 
that compares to the AKC report we received. The ATCA 
Board is also discussing the matter, but as of this issue, we 
have no resolution.

If you have any suggestions, please email me at:
atcanews@temora.net

Thank You 
Julie Seaton
Editor

AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of new titles from October 2011 to December 2011. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only 

This will be the LAST posting for New Titles

October 2011 
CH Briteyes Tiger Lilly
Breeder: Diane Kroeze
Owner:  Diane Kroeze
CH Dreamtime’s Keepsake CA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner:  Marilyn Harban
Marble Arch Just For A Thrill OA NAJ NF
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner:  Devorah Sperber & Bruce Dobozin
GCH CH Redhawk’s Roachan’s One For The Road
Breeder: Eva Campbell
Owner:  Ann Roache & Eva Campbell
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy OA OAJ ME
Breeder: Heather Rife DVM & Susan Holsinger
Owner:  Heather Rife DVM
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl NA NAJ
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner:  Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di
Breeder:Lisa Violette
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
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AKC online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs FINAL STATS  
                                                                                                              Jan 1-2011 to Dec 31-2011*

Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MX MXJ 
MACH2 Greyrock On The Edge CDX VER RE XF 
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred AX MXJ  
CH Redwing Its All About Me TD MX MXJ NAP NJP
Abq Kacy Christhill AX MXJ NF
Greyrock Soaring To Heaven CD GN RA MXJ NF
MACH2 Tattercoats Tophat With Tail UDX VER RE XF  
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels AX AXJ OF
CH Tak-A Chance Time Honored RE AX AXJ NF CA 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy AX AXJ ME EE 
CH Tasmanian Terror Tozan Tilly CDX RE AX MXJ NF THD

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
7 
8
9
10
11        

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon         
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies       
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill     
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip  
GCH CH Black Back Firefly  
GCH CH Benayr Clay Tucker  
         CH Lodiah Red Hawk  
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Aka Inu Story Teller
GCH CH Dreamtime’s Latin Lover

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon   ** 4 Best in Shows 
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill    
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip  
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies  
GCH CH Dreamtime’s Latin Lover 
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Benayr Clay Tucker
GCH CH Aka Inu Story Teller
         CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster 
GCH CH Benayr Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition
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The breed’s naturalness is an  
important characteristic.

This is a breed that was developed in a land of great variety, and it must be 
agile, surefooted, and move with long, reaching, smooth and driving  
motion in order to fulfill its heritage as an all-around worker; one that excels 
at herding, guarding, and vermin control. It has not, through breeding, been 
specifically adapted to one particular chore.  
 
It is not flashy, exotic, extreme or exaggerated.



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977
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