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About the AKC Breed Columns:

The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s national
parent club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public about the breed’s
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised dedicated breeders and fanciers, and it
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked to write about topics of interest to the fancy
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.
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We Can Make Difference......
Each and every one of us, and our dogs, can make a difference in how
our breed is viewed by non-or potential, Australian Terrier owners.
The slightest gesture or comment can impact how someone will
think of our breed from that day forward. It can convert someone to
becoming a new Aussie owner or can leave them with a sour taste in
their mouth, never to consider an Aussie as a pet!
This fact was brought home to me last weekend when I attended the
Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Regional Specialty in Bucks County,
PA. After the show was over, we were all standing around enjoying
lunch and a woman approached me. She said, “You may not remember me but you, or rather your puppy, is the reason I now own two
Australian Terriers!” At the show the previous year she had intended
to look at the Cairns because she was interested in a dog to show in
agility and obedience. While there she was standing next to the ring
watching the Australian Terriers being shown. I had stood next to her
and talked to her for most of the classes, just idle chit-‐chat, and she
had admired the puppy I was showing. Because I had to go directly
from Winner’s Bitch class to Best of Breed I didn’t have much time to
switch dogs so I asked her if she would be willing to hold the puppy.
This way I didn’t have to put the puppy in the crate where my special
was waiting his turn. She said that the moment I handed her the
puppy it was love at first sight! Lizzie looked her right in the eye with a
knowing look and gave her a little kiss. That was all it took!

So you see, a little gesture can go a long way! It could have been a
much different outcome if Lizzie had not worked her Aussie magic on
this woman or she had been ignored ringside… she might now be
the owner of a totally different breed. Think about it next time you are
standing next to someone at the show or meet them on the street.
Sometimes it only takes a smile or a tail wag to start a conversation
that could bring someone into our Aussie Family.

Over the next year, the woman adopted a rescue and then got a
puppy from a breeder in her area. She is very pleased with their progress in the performance sports and is enjoying the interactions with
her dogs. She says they are very responsive and willing, even eager, to
learn and perform. What better advertisement for our breed can we
get than positive word of mouth from happy owners!
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