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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

As we approach the year’s end and holiday time for 
many, I hope all of our members had a good 2013 
and want to wish all of the members a good holi-
day season and new year ahead. Our 2014 specialty 
committee is busily engaged in making the next 

national a great experience for all.  I hope all who can attend will take 
this opportunity to grow and learn and network. It’s not too early to 
make your plans for travel and motel reservations. Please see the ATCA 
website for information.

Remember that this national will be the debut of the ATCA futurity, 
which offers a one-time only opportunity to participate without need-
ing to nominate in advance. I know there is still a bit of confusion, so 
I would like to take a moment to expand a bit on the futurity rules in 
the form of questions and answers that I have been made aware of.  
While I have been asked directly and answered each inquiry below, 
these questions may be useful to others who have looked at the rules 
and may still be confused. I am sure the futurity committee has also 
fielded a number of questions and I hope this will help their work as 
well. Here are some of the questions I have heard discussed:

1. If I nominate a litter and then change my mind, am I obligated 
to continue the process?  No, you proceed through each step as 
long as you want and feel you have a competitive entry. 

2. Similarly, as I progress, do I need to nominate every puppy in 
the litter? No, at the point of nominating individual puppies, you 
only move forward with the one(s) you intend to show.  

3. Do I need to keep ownership of the nominated puppies? No, 
you can involve the new owners of show puppies in showing 
their new pride and joy.  

4. Do the parents of the litter have to be there?  No, not at all. I am 
not sure how this question arose but if someone needs to know 
this to make their decision, I wanted to mention it here.  

5. Must the nominated puppy be shown at the next futurity that 
they are eligible for? Not necessarily. Each puppy or eligible 
youngster can only be shown at one futurity, but depending on 
the timing of each national, the litter may be eligible for one or 
more futurities. For example, many youngsters old enough for an 
upcoming national will still be eligible for the next one, since the 
entry can be up to 24 months old. Remember too that finished 
champions are eligible, so the possibilities are broad in planning 
your participation. Also, depending on your travel plans, you may 
be able to enter one litter member in one futurity and another 
one in the next. Fun possibilities all around!

I am also going to tie this message to an earlier one, in which I men-
tioned succession planning. Next year, I would like all members who 
are involved in breeding, conformation, and performance to reflect by 
themselves on where they are going in terms of their personal “career” 
in dogs. Are you taking an interest in educating others if you have the 
knowledge or improving your knowledge so you can do so in the fu-
ture? Are you thinking about judging in the future? Even if you are not 
so involved now, are you thinking about expanding your knowledge?    
       To this end, I want to challenge everyone to reflect and think about  
       the future of the breed.

I would also like to take this opportunity to tell the membership that 
our much-appreciated, talented, hardworking, and dedicated news-
letter editor, Julie Seaton, will step down at the end of 2014. Yes, I am 
as sad as you are to hear this news.  Her issues of The Talkabout have 
been artistic, informative, educational, and newsworthy for all of us. On 
behalf of the club, I thank you now, Julie, for a job more than well done. 
I am giving you a standing ovation as I write this! We owe you a debt 
of gratitude in giving us this advance notice and for your kind offer to 
train a successor over the year’s time.
 

I would like to ask the membership at this time to think about whether 
one or more of you want to volunteer to work on the newsletter and 
step into Julie’s shoes. If you have a journalistic or artistic bent, this may 
be a project you would enjoy.  Computer skills are a must, or at least, 
the willingness and ability to learn all you will need as soon as possible. 
You will have her expertise as she has promised and you will be able to 
put your own stamp on the publication as time goes on, as well. Please 
let me know.  These are big shoes to fill but we have so much hidden 
talent out there, I know someone will want to make their mark.

I would like to welcome the new officers and board members and say a 
very big  thank-you for your service to those leaving at this time. More 
to come on future plans as they arise.  

Happy holidays to all!
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE

PARENT CLUBS COMMITTEE:
A recurrent discussion involved questions regarding the reason for  
FCI judging standards being used at the Eukanuba World Event as well 
as the awarding of Crufts invitations to winners since this seemed to 
imply that AKC supported the no dock and no crop position of FCI, 
and those breeds altered to meet the AKC standards were at a disad-
vantage.  As previously, these questions were not answered, and the 
issues thus left unresolved.

The Parent Club of Excellence project is a “work in progress.”    The 
Complete Dog Book has gone to the publisher; clubs will have the 
opportunity to review the proofs.  Over 11,500 CGC titles have been 
awarded, and an “advanced” CGCA title is in the works.  

Clubs can use online balloting effective 09/01/2013 ( FAQ’s are posted 
on the AKC website) provided that state law in the club state of in-
corporation permits it and that club bylaws are also permissive.  Club 
bylaws which have been changed to authorize this, can be submitted 
to AKC for approval “after the fact,” and the club does not have to wait 
for AKC approval of its amended bylaws in order to begin using online 
balloting.

The committee reiterated its position that juniors should be encour-
aged in any way possible, but AKC staff is still reviewing the proposal 
that entry fees for juniors be reduced.

Catalogues for national specialties can be combined even if there are 
different secretaries for different events.

CANINE HEALTH COMMITTEE:
Peculiarities of AOL e-mail were blamed for there being no agenda.  
(I can sympathize with this as attachments sometimes don’t come 
through.)   Dr. Sheila Cardone from the Canine Health Foundation stat-
ed that 17 grants in 10 different research areas had been awarded and 
would be announced in the November CHF newsletter.  She stated 
that “too many clubs have a health committee chairman but not an 
active health committee,” with reference to what issue not being clear.  

The “Student Ambassador Program” at vet schools continues with the 
financial support of OFA and under the direction of Eddy Zook.  28 stu-
dents from 17 (of 26) vet schools attended the St. Louis Canine Health 
Foundation meeting.   Hope was expressed that the vet school out-
reach would be improved by working more closely with the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.  Dr. Joseph Kinnarney will be the new 
liaison to the AVMA, working to improve the relationships between 
veterinarians and purebred dog breeders.

Summaries of the minutes for this Delegate’s Meeting are posted on 
the AKC website.  

If you need full minutes, I can access those.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me at: wchrist367@aol.com.

The only vote was on an amendment to the Dog Show Rules which 
simplified the time frame for mailing the premium list . Regardless of 
the class of mail utilized, these are to be mailed to exhibitors at least 
five weeks prior to the closing date for entries to the shows.  This 
passed.

There was a reading of a proposed amendment to the Dog Show 
Rules which would provide for a bred-by-exhibitor class for each sex of 
each miscellaneous class breed consistent with the requirements for 
this class.

Delegates were then asked to vote for delegate-candidates for open 
positions on the following Delegate Committees: All-breed Clubs; 
Bylaw; Dog Show Rules; Field Trial and Hunting Test Events; Obedi-
ence, Tracking and Agility; and Parent Clubs.  Results are available on 
the AKC website, or, if you have a particular interest in any of these 
committees, I can provide the results to you.  Personally, I was pleased 
to note that Robert D. Black and Ann Wallin were elected to the All-
breed Clubs Committee and disappointed that Helen A. Prince was 
not elected to the Parent Clubs Committee.  She is a long-time Scotty 
breeder/exhibitor and a strong advocate for the terrier breeds.
Chairman Alan Kalter addressed complaints arising from the surpris-
ing announcement that this year’s Eukanuba show would not be 
televised.  Online streaming video will be available, and Mr. Kalter 
stated that the AKC public relations firm felt this would be a more 
relevant way to reach the target audience, television apparently now 
being viewed only by us old folks.  President Sprung urged parent club 
rescue organizations to apply for grants from the AKC Humane Fund 
since money is available for this purpose and requires only a letter 
of request from the parent club president.  Each parent club rescue 
organization can receive $1000/year for 3 years.   Mr. Sprung also an-
nounced that there will be breeder-to-breeder seminars at Eukanuba, 
with two repetitive presentations so that everyone can attend.
Financial news was favorable in that revenues are up 2 million dollars 
over last year and expenses down 2.2 million.  Operating revenue is 
thus up 4.2 million and investment revenues up 6 million.  Although 
registrations decreased 4% from the previous year, registration reve-
nue was up 1.1 million due to increased fees.  Canine Animal Recovery 
shows a revenue increase of 10% and has been given a new name: 
“AKC Reunite,” with the slogan: “The way home for lost pets.”  The new 
website is: akcreunite.org.

The AKC pet disaster trailer program has been rolled out through the 
assistance of AKC Reunite.  Clubs are asked to raise the money for the 
trailers, approximately $22,000 apiece, with the trailers being provided 
at cost.  Clubs contributing will have their logo, as well as that of the 
AKC on the side of the trailer.

COMMITTEE MEETING:
For the information of club members who may be unaware of how 
business is handled by the delegate structure, new ideas for improve-
ment and proposals  are usually first presented and discussed at the 
committee level within the appropriate committees.  Once fully dis-
cussed and developed by the committee, they are then presented to 
the delegate body for reading, possible amendment and voting.  Any 
delegate may bring a proposal directly to the delegate body, but the 
chance of passage is much less as most of the delegates would prefer 
that the appropriate committee review, discuss and fully develop the 
proposal first.

William I Christensen 
Delegate’s Report for Meeting of 9-10 September

Newark, New Jersey

6                                                                                          

mailto:wchrist367%40aol.com%0D?subject=wchrist367%40aol.com%0D
http://akcreunite.org


Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Darlene Evans

JULY 15, 2013 to November 20, 2013
ATCA BOARD AGENDA

The following items transpired after the July 15, 2013 Board telephone 
conference meeting.

1. The ATCA membership booklet was distributed to all members. 

2. The minutes of the July 15, 2013 Board meeting was submitted 
to The Talkabout. 

3. The Nominating Committee, Ann Roache (Chair), Sheila Dunn 
and Carol Jablonowski submitted their slate which was submit-
ted to the membership.  ATCA members had till 10/31/13 to 
submit other nominees.  Since no other nominees were submit-
ted, the slate is approved as presented.

2014 – Effective date is 1/1/14.
President   Alexa Samarotto
Vice President  Sandra Weigle
Recording Secretary Darlene Evans
Corresponding Secretary Marilyn Harban
Treasurer   Kreg Hill
Board 2013-2014  Kerrie Bryan
                     Tamara Gaudet
   Jeanne Popovits
   Gerald Walsh
Board 2014-2015  Sue Bachman
   Grace Cartwright
   Thalia Rott
   Teresa Schreeder
AKC Delegate  William Christensen

4. Teresa Schreeder – Health Chairman -- Requested $2500 approval 
for health to support a hemangiosacoma study.  Funds will come 
from the donor fund which currently holds $3000. 

The following is additional information -- The grant is thru the Canine 
Health Foundation Oak Grant. ATCA puts no money out as the money 
will be from the donor fund. The 7 emails sent to the health commit-
tee only 3 responded all with yes. Dr.Modiano is very easy to contact.  I 
have his email at home and he could answer any questions you 
may have. I do not know how much has already been spent but he 
has been working on the issue for more than 5yrs. I hope that answers 
most if not all the questions.
 
CHF Oak Grant 01759: Disrupting the Differentiation of Cancer Stem 
Cells to Prevent the Spread of Hemangiosarcoma Grant Status: Open 
Grant Amount: $233,914 Dr. Jaime F Modiano, VMD PhD, University of 
Minnesota January 1, 2013 - December 31, 2015

Sponsor(s): American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc., American German 
Shepherd Dog Charitable Foundation, Inc., American Spaniel Club 
Foundation, Australian Shepherd Health & Genetics Institute, Austra-
lian Terrier Club of America, Briard Club of America Health & Education 
Trust, Dachshund Club of America, Inc., Flat-Coated Retriever Founda-
tion, Golden Retriever Foundation, Great Dane Club of America, Great 
Pyrenees Club of America, Ibizan Hound Club of the United States, 
Irish Setter Club of America Foundation, Italian Greyhound Club of 
America, Keeshond Club of America, Keeshond Donors Circle Trust, 

Leonberger Health Foundation, Norwegian Lundehund Association of 
America, Inc., Old English Sheepdog Club of America, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi Club of America, Poodle Club of America Foundation, Portu-
guese Water Dog Foundation, Rottweiler Health Foundation, Saluki 
Health Research, Inc., Skye Terrier Club of America, Starlight Fund, 
TarTan Gordon Setter Club, University of Minnesota - DAF for EIC 
Royalties, Versatility in Poodles, Inc., Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of 
America, White Shepherd Genetics Project 
Breed(s): Airedale Terrier, Australian Shepherd, Belgian Sheepdog, 
Bernese Mountain Dog, Bouvier des Flandres, Boxer, Flat-Coated 
Retriever, German Shepherd Dog, German Shorthaired Pointer, 
Keeshond, Labrador Retriever, Portuguese Water Dog, Saluki, Siberian 
Husky 
Disease(s): Hemangiosarcoma 
•	 Research Program Area: Oncology – Hemangiosarcoma

5.      Kendall Liga on behalf of Copperstate ATC requested an ATCA  
         supported entry at Superstition KC on March 2, 2014 which as  
         approved by the ATCA Board.

6.      Received a Delegate Report from William Christensen which was  
         shared with the Board.

7.     Mike Palazzo received a request from a judge.  The following is  
         that inquiry as well as the response by the Judge’s Education  
         Chair. (The judge’s name has been removed as well as the state in  
         which he writes about.)

I am a newly approved terrier group judge.  Like all judges (I certainly 
hope) I want to do what the parent clubs feel is right for their breed.  I 
recently had an entry of 5 at an all breed show.  Several had undocked 
tails which I found to be a terrible distraction to proper outline.  None of 
these dogs possessed what I would call a “distinct keel” called for in your 
standard.  I also judge dachshunds, and maybe I am expecting too much.  
However a hollow front is offensive to me in your breed.  

I did not place the Aussie in my group simply because of the lack of a 
“distinct keel”.  I felt the lack of a keel impacted the right outline and front 
assembly.  Please help me with both the tail and the keel issues.  I would 
like to have parent club understanding on these issues.  I have placed a 
fine specimen of your breed  group 2 at least twice recently.  Thank you.

The following was the response by the Judge’s Education Chair:
The ATCA Judges Education Committee received your email inquiry 
concerning undocked tails and the correct front structure for an 
Australian Terrier.  You referenced a hollow front and lack of keel.  
Harold Spira describes this front in Canine Terminology as “Defective 
chest development due to a breastbone shorter than ideal and char-
acterized by relative absence of prosternum when viewed from the 
side and accentuated tuck-up into the abdominal floor, commencing 
only a short distance behind the elbow.”

This type of front is not desirable in an Australian Terrier.  Enclosed 
please find an illustrated article on Australian Terrier fronts which 
appeared in the ATCA Talkabout (newsletter.)

ATCA Judges Education does instruct judges to check for forechest 
and keel.  With the correct front structure and keel, the front legs are 
set well under the dog, the forechest is prominent, the  keel extends 
back, well behind the elbow, with only a slight tuck up.  The chest 
drops about 1” below the elbow.  Combined, these factors allow 
ample room and protection for the heart and lungs.  The front leg 
from the elbow to the ground is 50 – 60% of the dog’s height from the 
top of the withers to the ground. We make reference to the length of
leg to emphasize that they are not short legged.                                                                                                                                          7



Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Mike Palazzo 

Fourth Quarter 2013

•	 Application for membership received from Barbel E. Post of 
Michigan (USA). Sponsors: Sue Bachman and Sheila Dunn 

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of The 
Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments regarding mem-
bership applicants. Please send any related comments or inquiries to 
the Recording Secretary. After that time, the Board will vote on the 
applicant. 

•	 Received an inquiry regarding redemption of an ATCA supported 
entry gift certificate from the Aussie Store. Forwarded to ATCA 
Storekeeper

•	 Received an inquiry from an AKC conformation judge requesting 
clarification of the breed standard regarding structure.  
Forwarded to President and Recording Secretary. Judge’s Educa-
tion Committee responded directly.

•	 Received correspondence from Dog Fancy requesting club con-
tact information for an upcoming breed profile on the Australian 
Terrier. Responded to editor and copied President.

•	 Received an inquiry on behalf of someone’s parent (no email) 
seeking a source for “registerable females.” Advised inquirer that 
all participating ATCA breeders were listed on the ATCA web site 
and that phone numbers were also provided additionally should 
the parent wish to contact breeders directly. Advised inquirer to 
contact Breeder Referral chair for further information if needed.

•	 Received an inquiry from an ATCA 2014 Calendar buyer request-
ing shipping date information. Forwarded to ATCA Storekeeper.

•	 Received an inquiry from an ATCA Calendar buyer expressing 
concern about order processing. Forwarded to ATCA Storekeeper 
and she confirmed that order had been processed properly.

•	 Received written correspondence from AKC Club Relations 
requesting club officer updates pending outcome of 2013 ATCA 
elections.

•	 Received electronic balloting policy change update from the 
AKC. Please note that adoption of this new policy is contingent 
on the individual Club’s State Articles of Incorporation which may 
or may not currently allow electronic balloting. 

ELECTRONIC BALLOTING FOR AKC PARENT CLUBS  
Effective: September 1, 2013  
Unless the laws of your state prohibit the use of electronic balloting in 
general or for specific purposes, please be advised, effective  
September 1, 2013:  
Parent clubs may conduct elections, votes on breed standard revi-
sions, bylaw amendments and any other specific questions a club’s 
board of directors shall determine, via electronic balloting. Such 
balloting must be conducted by an independent organization which 
specializes in electronic balloting.  
A member must sign a written authorization agreeing to this method 
of balloting, which is revocable, which agrees to release the club from 
any liability should the ballot be received late or not received by the 
member, due to circumstances beyond the club’s control. Members 
not providing written authorization will continue to receive all materi-
als via USPS.  
Clubs wishing to adopt this method of balloting must add the ap-
propriate language to the applicable sections of their bylaws the next 
time other bylaw work is considered.  

Thank you, Club Relations

Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports CONTINUED.....

The second paragraph of the Australian Terrier Standard under 
General Appearance states “The following description is that of the 
ideal Australian Terrier.  Any deviation from this description must be 
penalized to the extent of the deviation.”

The keel is a distinguishing characteristic of the Australian Terrier, and 
dogs lacking the correct outline should be penalized accordingly. 

Also attached is a letter that the ATCA Board sent to all AKC approved 
Australian Terrier judges concerning tails when dogs with undocked 
tails started appearing in the ring.  Please refer again to the General 
Appearance in the Standard:  “A small, sturdy, medium-boned work-
ing terrier, rather long in proportion to height [length of body, not 
back]* with pricked ears and docked tail.”  The length of body comes 
from the prosternum and correct angulation of the entire front struc-
ture and that of the rear quarters as well.

Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

8                                                                                         

Su
sa

n 
Sa

ul
ve

st
er

©



C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q3 2013    
     

Animal                                                                               Date       New / Update     CHIC #                 Reg #                        Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
DE - DM age unknown
GA - bladder stones 10yrs? (rescue) 
KS - bladder stones/liver shunt 12 yrs old occurred at 15 mo surgery 
KY - deaf, age unknown 
NC - Mast Cell Tumor 11ys 4mo 
OK - Addison’s Disease 6 yrs

LONGEVITY REPORT
CA - DM 9yrs9mo
FL - house fire age unknown

RYBA’S GOTHAM CITY HERO
DIRIGO’S IN A MINUTE
DUNHAM LAKE GABRIELLA TOUCHED BY 
AN ANGEL
DUNHAM LAKE UNANIMOUS DECISION
REBELGLEN CARD SHARK
THE FARM’S FLYING START
REDHAWK BACK TO THE FUTURE
WISMISS NELLIE MELBA

7/03/2013
7/22/2013
7/26/2013

7/26/2013
8/07/2013
8/23/2013
9/13/2013
9/20/2013

UPDATE
NEW
NEW

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

74484
90920
91044

91045
91228
91868
92243
92395

RN20875408
RN23271901
RN19904105

RN22395201
RN22322601
RN22705801
RN22600803
RN23448302

S Bachman T Schreeder M Langham
Eileen Cummings
T Goiffon E & L Goiffon

T Goiffon E & L Goiffon
Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Sheila Dunn
Angie Cross Bly
Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

                                                                                                                                        9
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GRANT PROGRESS REPORT SUMMARY 

Grant: 01759: Targeting Multipotency to Arrest Hemangiosarcoma Progression and 
Improve Outcomes 

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Jaime F Modiano, VMD PhD 
Research Institution:  University of Minnesota 
Grant Amount: $233,914.00
Start Date:   1/1/2013 End Date: 12/31/2015 
Progress Report:  Mid-Year 1 
Report Due:  6/30/2013  Report Received: 6/24/2013

Recommended for Approval: Approved 

(Content of this report is not confidential. A grant sponsor’s CHF Health Liaison may request 
the confidential scientific report submitted by the investigator by contacting the CHF office.
The below Report to Grant Sponsors from Investigator can be used in communications with 
your club members.) 

Original Project Description:

Hemangiosarcoma is a rapidly fatal disease. The lifetime risk is alarmingly high for some 
breeds like Golden Retrievers (~20% will die of this disease) and Portuguese Water Dogs 
(~15% will die of this disease). Furthermore, the risk of hemangiosarcoma is not limited to a 
single breed. In fact so many dogs are at risk to develop hemangiosarcoma that 40 Breed 
Clubs designated it as a research priority for 2012. Despite considerable efforts to find 
effective treatments, the outcome for dogs with hemangiosarcoma has changed very little over 
the past 30 years. We believe this is because our understanding of this disease is still 
rudimentary, but that is changing. Recent evidence suggests hemangiosarcoma conforms to 
the "cancer stem cell" model, where a defined subset of cells is responsible for initiating and 
maintaining the tumor. These cells are resistant to conventional therapies and they also are 
very adaptable, being able to survive in a variety of niches. In the case of hemangiosarcoma, 
the cancer stem cells also retain or acquire the potential to differentiate along several different 
lineages. For this project, we will use this property against the tumor by modulating factors that 
support the self-renewal of the stem cell compartment and by inducing their terminal 
differentiation along alternate pathways that have reduced malignant potential. We propose 
that disrupting the interactions between hemangiosarcoma cancer stem cells and their 
microenvironment will enhance the sensitivity of these cells to conventional and targeted 
therapies and improve the outcomes of dogs with this disease. 
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Grant Objectives:
 

For this project, we will examine the potential to use the multipotency of hemangiosarcoma 
cells to our advantage by forcing them to differentiate into lineages with reduced malignant 
potential.

 
 
 

Publications:
 

Abstracts:
 

- Graef AJ, Kim JH, Sarver AL, Frantz AM, O'Brien TD, Sharkey LC, Dickerson EB, Modiano 
JF (2013). Gene expression profiling reveals a role of CXCR4/7 in canine hemangiosarcoma. 
Proceedings of the 2013 International Conference on Advances in Canine and Feline 
Genomics and Inherited Diseases

 
- Kim JH, Sarver AL, Frantz AM, Scott MC, Graef AJ, Tonomura N, Elvers I, Thomas R, 
Lewellen M, Dickerson EB, Breen M, Lindblad-Toh K, Modiano JF (2013). Germ-line risk 
factors are associated with upregulation of genes mediating cell cycle arrest and stem cell 
activity in canine hemangiosarcoma. Proceedings of the 2013 International Conference on 
Advances in Canine and Feline Genomics and Inherited Diseases

 
 
 

Report to Grant Sponsor from Investigator:
 

We are on track to achieve the milestones laid out for this project. We have made considerable 
progress on the first aim and have completed initial experiments for the second aim. Our data 
suggest that IL-8 and CXCL12 mediate maintenance of the cancer stem cell phenotype, as
well as interactions between hemangiosarcoma cells and the microenvironment. Our 
preliminary data suggest that applications for clinical use may be possible and feasible, but 
they will likely require precise timing and effective targeting.



Health Updates
 by Teresa Schreeder

dominant trait ; in Danes it is dominant and linked to the X chromo-
some. Dr. Meurs can be contacted via email at Kate_meurs@ncsu.edu 
for referrals or potential research subjects.

Dr. Jamie Modiano of University of Minnesota and Dr. Matthew Breen 
of North Carolina State University are both studying cancer in dogs, 
specifically hemangiosarcoma and mast cell tumors, both of which 
affect the Australian Terrier.  Dogs with hemangio look and act normal, 
but the disease is slow, painless, and silent, and often detected late. 
The general onset is 8-10 years of age. There is no known cause for 
the tumor and it is inheritable. The ATCA is lucky enough to be able 
to sponsor Dr. Modiano’s current research through the Canine Health 
Foundation and the 6-month update is available to interested parties. 
Contact me at me pete128@earthlink.net if you would like a copy. If 
you are unfortunate enough to lose a dog to hemango, Dr. Modiano is 
looking for any and all samples that can be submitted. Please contact 
Dr. Modiano at www.modianolab.org. 

Dr. Breen is working on mast cell tumor for genetic identification. The 
canine and the human models have a high degree of similarity when 
doing gene sequencing. Humans and canines are also exposed to 
the same environmental influences. This combination of pathology 
and genetic similarities has validated the changes in both human and 
canine genes. Dr. Breen would appreciate biopsies of mast cell tumors 
and access to the dog’s records, all of which can be submitted to i 
nfo@breenlab.org.

Orthopedics, an area of booming research, currently includes canine 
soft tissue injuries affecting sporting, performance and active dogs. 
Dr. Canapp of Veterinary Orthopedic and Sports Medicine is currently 
using the dog’s own stem cells from fat or bone marrow to repair and 
remodel tissue such as cruciate ligament ruptures. Dr. Canapp says the 
key is a definitive diagnosis via MRI or diagnostic ultrasound. The stem 
cell technique in combination with bracing and physical therapy has 
returned many dogs to their normal level of athleticism. Dr. Janet Van 
Dyke, the primary veterinarian at the Canine Rehabilitation Institute 
feels that conservative management in veterinary practice today 
requires offering clients appropriate manual therapies and therapeutic 
exercise techniques. Interest is building from the physical therapy side 
as well. At the California Physical Therapy Association conference this 
year, canine physical therapy was a primary discussion track, with top-
ics ranging from bracing to therapeutic exercise techniques for dogs 
with vestibular issues to orthopedic problems. The canine physical 
therapy movement seems to be more East Coast-based, with veteri-
narians’ offices often having physical therapists working with them.
Three days of information was a bit of an overload, but was worth it. 
By just talking to other attendees I was able to put a Border Terrier 
breeder in touch with an ATCA member who had the same issue in a 
litter last year. From this conference, I was also able to inform another 
member about a cruciate ligament brace. I almost had to bring a 
Beagle back to California for a specialty, as the handler was in San Jose, 
but thank goodness they got cargo to take the dog. The conference 
was a must and with the current changes and plans for 2015, it can 
only get better. 

St. Louis in August can be a weather gamble. For the AKC Health 
Conference, the gamble was worth it. Cool weather and low humidity 
made it a wonderful weekend for meeting with friends from previous 
conferences and chatting with researchers regarding using our dogs 
for their research. 

This year’s conference was a bit of a change from the previous years 
in that it was geared to all levels of understanding, with the research 
presented in a user-friendly format. Questions were asked and if the 
answer got too technical, the researcher broke it down for better un-
derstanding by the non-medical attendees. We received a flash drive 
with the published research. The researchers all gave out their email 
addresses for people to write and ask questions or get referrals if the 
research issue showed up in their area. 

The change in the CHF leadership has a lot to do with these changes. 
Dr. Sheila Nordone took the feedback from the last conference and 
made positive strides in getting the information out to the parent 
clubs in an understandable way. The researchers this year stayed 
through the weekend, attending the conference and round table 
discussions. At times they were referred back to by the speakers to 
clarify a point or to just ask for comparisons between the research. 
Research on the whole is very competitive for funding, study subjects, 
and publishing rights. The comradeship between these presenters was 
admirable and was a lesson to all those who attended that common 
goals can be achieved without a lot of drama. 

This year’s keynote speaker was Dr. .Brian Hare from Duke University.  
His original animal models were primates but after observing a grad 
student’s dog as well as his own, he changed his study base and sub-
sequently founded the Duke Canine Cognition Center.  Dr Hare 
discussed The Genius of Dogs, his most recent book. Don’t get me 
wrong; he was not pushing the book in any way. He made it very clear 
that canine cognition does not equal behavior. Cognition is the mind’s 
flexibility to solve problems. It is an internal process based on memory, 
navigation of the problem, social learning, and inhibition control of 
the animal. On his website, Dognition.com, you can determine your 
dog’s cognitive profile and learn specific breed traits in comparison 
to other breeds, thus allowing you to figure out what type of learner 
your dog might be. The profile uses a series of different tests, including 
visual, non-verbal and food motivated. After completing the tests, you 
receive a certificate documenting which of the 9 cognition profiles, 
which range from “maverick” to “star gazer,” fits your dog. 

Other areas of research presented included canine epilepsy which has 
shown up in our breed recently. Dr. William Thomas of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee pointed out 2 major types of epilepsy—focal and 
idiopathic. Focal epilepsy has an underlying cause, such as metabolic, 
tumor, or structural.  Idiopathic epilepsy is the type that affects our 
breed and is thought to be genetic in nature; this type of epilepsy 
has no structural issues. The animal appears normal until onset of the 
disease, which occurs between 1-5 years of age. Currently there are 
few studies to identify the gene and nothing is conclusive. 

Dr. Kathryn Meurs from North Carolina State University reviewed 
another issue the Australian terrier may have, which is inherited 
cardiomyopathy.  She reviewed the types of myopathies and how they 
have been shown to clearly have a genetic base. In Dobies it is a
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AKC Community Canine

Giving responsible dog owners a whole new level of achievement for 
their dogs, the American Kennel Club® (AKC®) has developed a new 
advanced level title – AKC Community Canine – as part of the Canine 
Good Citizen® (CGC®) training program. Since 1989, the CGC program 
has rewarded more than 600,000 dogs and their owners who have 
passed the test, which recognizes the dogs’ good manners at home 
and in the community.

With the introduction of AKC Community Canine, the AKC’s CGC 
program now provides a comprehensive three- level training program 
for you and your dog. Beginning with AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy, progressing 
to Canine Good Citizen and now to AKC Community Canine, the CGC 
program trains dogs through all stages of life to be well behaved in 
society.

“AKC Community Canine expands on CGC skills and lays the begin-
ning foundation for obedience, rally and therapy dog work,” Director 
of the Canine Good Citizen program Mary Burch, PhD, said. “While 
Canine Good Citizen tests are simulations of real world skills, the goal 
of AKC Community Canine is to test the dog’s abilities in a natural 
setting. Rather than the test being administered in a ring, certain ele-
ments will involve the dog walking through a real crowd, whether at a 
dog show or on a busy sidewalk.”

As with CGC, AKC Community Canine requires a 10-step test of skills 
that dogs must pass to earn the official AKC Community Canine title:

•	 Dog sits or lies down and waits under control
•	 Walks on a loose leash in a natural situation (not in a ring) and 

does not pull
•	 Walks on a loose leash through a crowd
•	 Dog walks past distraction dogs present and does not pull
•	 Sit-stay in small group (3 other people with dogs)
•	 Dog allows person who is carrying something to approach and 

pet it
•	 Dog walks by food and follows owner instructions, “Leave it”
•	 Down or sit stay-distance (owner’s choice)
•	 Recall (coming when called) with distractions present
•	 Dog will enter/exit a doorway or passageway with owner and 

remain under control

Eligible dogs for the AKC Community Canine title must have a CGC 
certificate or title on record at AKC and must have an AKC number 
(AKC registration number, PAL number, or AKC Canine Partners 
number). Dogs passing the AKC Community Canine test will earn 
the “CGCA” (advanced CGC) title.

Instructors can learn more about the program and begin training 
their students on AKC Community Canine skills by visiting the AKC 
Community Canine page. AKC Community Canine testing will be 
administered by approved AKC CGC evaluators nationwide begin-
ning in October.

AKC Communications   
AKC Pet Disaster Relief Rolls Out Help  

For Pets Across The Country

AKC Pet Disaster Relief helps local Emergency Management provide 
animal care services during the first 72 hours following a disaster… 
the critical time before FEMA support and services are deployed.  
Deployment of these trailers will help put an end to post-disaster 
tragedies have historically affected pet owners, such as: putting them-
selves in harm’s way to save a beloved pet, or even losing a family pet 
during a disaster.

We want every community to be prepared to help people and their 
pets for any disaster and its aftermath.   That is why AKC Reunite is 
partnering with local AKC Clubs and their affiliates to raise funds to 
help supply AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers to local Emergency Man-
agement.

AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers are stocked with essential, nonperish-
able necessities for sheltering pets.  The supplies can be used to create 
a safe, temporary home-base for displaced animals and can be used 
to create one of two types of animal shelters:

•	 Co-location Shelters: A shelter that houses both humans and 
their animal companions. The people housed at the shelter are 
responsible for their animal’s general care.

•	 Lost and Found Pet Shelters: Displaced animals are housed in 
what often becomes a pop-up reunion center as people and ani-
mals are reunited. Approved volunteers and shelter staff provide 
animal care.

How Does it Work?

The AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailer is stocked with essential supplies 
to house at least 65 pets the first 72 hours after a disaster is declared.  
The trailer has lighting and is wired for electricity, to run off either a 
generator or 110v power supply. Its contents are supplied based on 
North Carolina’s State Animal Response Team expertise in handling 
hurricanes, floods, fires and tornados.

If you are a pet lover concerned about the well-being of pets during 
disasters you can make a donation. www.akcreunite.org/donate

Learn more about how to get involved in AKC Pet Disaster Relief at 
www.akcreunite.org/relief or contact us at 919-816-3980 and relief@
akcreunite.org.
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ATCA National Specialty
 May 28 - June 1, 2014 
 Longmont, Colorado

Join us at the Specialty 
where we celebrate our wonderful little dogs

May 28th - Welcome Night
May 29th - Education Day

May 30th - 74th ATCA Specialty & Banquet
May 31st -  ATCA Supported entry

June 1st - Australian Terrier Club of Colorado Regional Specialty

for more information: australianterrier.org

http://www.australianterrier.org


A HUGE THANK YOU to the judges who have participated in the 
feature The Judges Comment!

It is so important to know what you are looking for when judging 
and what you think. Your comments mean much to us out  there 
showing our dogs. 

We form opinions about what we are breeding and doing, but 
you, with your ribbons, tell us what YOU think of our efforts. For 
many of us, after a show whether it is a win or a loss, we go back 
and look at our dogs with fresh eyes.

I for one, appreciate when I ask a judge a question, I get an  
honest answer. I may not like what you say, but I  do appreciate 
the honesty. That ole response, “the other dog was typier,” does 
not say much. In some regards, I like the critiques given by judges 
overseas and when dogs that I have bred over there are shown, 
I always ask what was said. Most  of the time, I agree with their 
assessment!  I would like to think that if an exhibitor asks a ques-
tion, whether it was a win or loss, that the judge gives an honest 
answer. I do not think we would be asking if we did not want your 
opinion, so please keep that in mind when you are approached 
by an exhibitor.

I think it is also important that when judging the dogs, if you 
have questions or concerns, to write the club, we can hopefully 
offer the advice needed to educate you, (see page 7). That is what 
we are here for!  We provide support not only to owners of our 
beloved breed, but also to judges that may have questions.

Thank you again to ALL the judges who have the opportunity to 
go over our dogs, and have a Wonderful Holiday!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor

etter from the EditorL
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My greatest accomplishment, even over the showing and wins, is 
seeing the faces of my puppy owners when they get their new Aussie. 
It is a feeling that is hard to describe, as their real joy is so evident. 
One of my favorite things is receiving a letter or email with photos 
and updates of how my Aussies are doing. Dreamweaver Aussies have 
become therapy dogs, search-and-rescue dogs, and have helped with 
hospice care. Mostly, they are dynamic, loving family pets that also 
happen to be lovely examples of the breed! It was a great compliment 
when an AKC judge pulled me aside at a show to tell me that she had 
seen one of my pet dogs by chance with his owner at a store parking 
lot. She asked the lady about her “show dog,” and was happily told that 
he was a Dream-
weaver boy that 
lived his life as their 
awesome family 
pet! 

I really enjoy hav-
ing Aussie puppies 
around, watching 
them develop and 
take on their own 
personalities. I love 
training the young 
dogs, too, as I taught obedience for many years. Aussies are super-
clever, and as we know, love challenges and new things! Mine love the 
game of “find the hotel room” when we show away from home. They 
will scent hunt for our room and are so happy when they get it right! 
Then, of course, they get to jump from bed to bed in the room as their 
reward for their efforts! Aussies are happy anywhere you take them 
and as long as their people are around, they are ready for anything! I 
will always have them in my life and have not found one Aussie owner 
who either does not currently have an Aussie or plans to get another 
one. This breed truly endears themselves! In my 6-1/2 years of owning 
Aussies, I can honestly say that they give me a reason to smile every 
day! 

I bought a 9-week old Australian Terrier puppy from Susan Bentley in 
2007, intending to have a beautiful pet dog. Tucker is so lovely and 
such a joy! He has a special affinity for green rubber balls and to this 
day has to sort through his green balls to pick the daily favorite. He 
is never far from one and won’t eat his supper unless his ball is by his 
bowl! 

I entered him in a local non-AKC sanctioned show and he went Best 
In Show. I then entered him in a B-Match at the Columbia Kennel Club 
and he went Best Puppy in Show. At this point, I decided that he was 
more than just a handsome pet dog, so I got his full registration and 
entered him in his first AKC show in Perry, GA. He went Best of Winners 
with a major his first time in the ring! Tucker and I went on to compete 
in many shows and he did get his bronze level GCH. He is a happy-go-
lucky boy, and always has the best attitude. 

I also got my first Aussie bitch, Grace, from Susan.  Grace became 
our special girl. My daughter, Skylar, showed her and got her Ch. She 
became our foundation bitch and has produced 4 litters. She currently 
has 3 Grand Champions and 2 Champions with another major pointed 
bitch still being shown. Her sweet disposition has been passed down 
to all of her puppies. I have shown some of her offspring with 
success, finding all of them to have great “can-do” attitudes! Then I got 
a second bitch, Lola, from Julie Seaton. Lola brought a wide-open, full 
of life attitude to our home and we had a blast in the ring! She also got 
her Ch and produced one litter for Dreamweaver as well. 

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the breeder/owner of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our cover was reserved by Lisa Weaver, a member of the ATCA since 2011. 
Thank you Lisa for sharing with us!
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           

Head - The head is long and strong. The length of the muzzle is 
equal to the length of the skull. 

Expression - Keen and intelligent

The distance from the tip of the nose to the stop is equal to the dis-
tance from the stop to the occiput. The expression is confident, alert, 
showing keen awareness of  surroundings.

Incorrect
Snipey Muzzle, lack of chin

Incorrect
Head too small for body

Correct

This issue we will focus on: 
                                                 The Head of the Aussie

Correct Incorrect 
Snipey muzzle

Incorrect 
Muzzle too short
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Eyes - dark, brown to black (the darker the better), keen 
in expression, set well apart. Rims are black, oval in 
shape. 

Faults - Light-colored or protruding eyes.

Eyes rims are oval or almond in shape. Rims lacking pig-
mentation, with liver-colored pigmentation, or excessive 
black pigmentation are incorrect.

Correct
Note fill between & beneath the eyes

Incorrect
Set too close together

Incorrect
Too round

Correct Incorrect
Too large, too round

Incorrect
Protruding, Bulging, too large
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Correct
Correct

Incorrect
Set too close

Incorrect
Set low, too wide apart

Incorrect
Round tips

Ears- Small, erect and pointed; set high on the skull yet 
well apart, carried erect without any tendency to flare 
obliquely off the skull.

Nose- Black. A desirable breed characteristic is an inverted V-shaped area free of hair extending from the nose 
up the bridge of the muzzle, varying in length in the mature dog. 

The leather on the nose is the black, hairless area which narrows as it goes from the nose back toward the eyes. It generally 
develops after middle age.

Lips -  Tight and dark brown or black-rimmed.
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Bite- Scissors with teeth of good size.

The correct bite has upper incisors fitting over the lower incisors, 
The teeth are evenly spaced, not crowded. The two jaws line up, 
one directly over the other.

Incorrect
Level

Incorrect
Overshot

Incorrect
Undershot

Skull -  Viewed from the front or side is long and flat, slightly 
longer than it is wide and full between the eyes, with slight but 
definite stop.

Muzzle - Strong and powerful with slight fill under the eyes.  
The jaws are powerful.

The skull is flat, not rounded (domed.) The muzzle is strong, not narrow.

Correct
Flat skull

Correct
Flat skull

Incorrect
Domed Skull

Incorrect
Domed Skull

Correct
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Ida Ellen has been an ATCA member for over 50 years.

She has been breeding Aussies since the 1960’s.

and has given numerous seminars for judges.

She is currently on the Judges Education Committee

We are delighted to have Ida Ellen as our very first Futurity Judge!We are delighted to have Ida Ellen as our very first Futurity Judge!

For more information, go to: www.australianterrier.org



                      t least that’s the propaganda that you are likely to hear  
                      since the publication of a fascinating study in the scientific  
                      journal Nature in January of 2013. The exact summary  
                      statement from the report actually says:

 “Our results indicate that novel adaptations allowing the early ancestors 
of modern dogs to thrive on a diet rich in starch, relative to the carnivo-
rous diet of wolves, constituted a crucial step in the early domestication 
of dogs.”

The underlying premise of the study is that for the wolf to transform 
into the dog, it had to adapt to the relatively high carbohydrate table 
scraps that humans had to offer. This adaptation necessitated genetic 
changes allowing for better starch digestion.

It’s tempting for those of us who favor low carb, raw, ancestral diets for 
dogs, to reject this research out of hand because it doesn’t conform to 
our beliefs. I propose that instead of sticking our heads in the sand, we 
need to face the findings and see what we can learn from them.

The study was conducted by a group of evolutionary geneticists from 
Uppsala University in Sweden. I have no doubt that these scientists 
know their specialty. It took me several hours to read every line of 
this study. I found the report to be very dense in content and rich in 
technical, genetic jargon, which made the details nearly inaccessible 
to anyone who doesn’t hold at least a PhD in genetics.

So in my subsequent online dis-
cussions of the research with my 
veterinary colleagues, I found that 
very few bothered to read more 
than the summary paragraph. 
I think the main reason for their 
complacency is that the conclusion 
of the study reinforced the conven-
tional view of nutrition, so no critical 
evaluation was deemed necessary. 
Besides that, it was simply too diffi-
cult to read and comprehend. In this 
article, I’ll attempt to translate what 
I’ve learned from this study, interpret-
ing the results as I go.

What Researchers Found
The researchers compared the DNA of 12 wolves from around the 
world with that of 60 dogs of 14 diverse breeds. They found genes 
that were different between the two groups and that had character-
istics that indicated adaptation to new circumstances. Some of the 
mutations were in genes involved with brain development, which the 
researchers interpreted as relating to the less aggressive tempera-
ments of dogs compared to wolves.

But the focus of the study was on other genetic changes that involved 
the digestive system. The researchers first established that the diges-
tion of starch requires three steps.

The first step in the breakdown of starch requires the digestive en-
zyme amylase.

The second step necessitates an enzyme called maltase-glucoamylase.

The third step in starch processing requires a protein called SGLT1 to 
transport glucose from the gut into the bloodstream. The scientists 
proceeded to show to their satisfaction that dogs evolved away from 
wolves in all three of these steps.

Regarding Step 1, the researchers first found that dogs had between 
four and 30 copies of a gene that codes for amylase while wolves had 
only two copies. This indicated to them that dogs have a higher capac-
ity to perform the first step in starch digestion. I agree it’s significant 
that dogs have between four and 30 copies of the amylase gene, and 
this wide range would indicate that some dogs are much less able to 
handle starch than others.

Next, they compared the expression of that gene in dogs versus 
wolves and found on average a 28 fold increase in dogs. They also 
tested the blood for enzyme activity and found a more than fourfold 
increase in dogs as opposed to wolves.
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Proves It!
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But one expert I talked to stated that increased gene expression 
doesn’t necessarily mean increased enzyme production. I would also 
add that the expression of such a gene as well as the enzyme activity 
would depend on the diet being fed. A high starch diet (most standard 
dog food) would turn on the needed genes as opposed to a low carb, 
wolf like diet. So the first part of the above work indicates that dogs 
have more genes for the first enzyme needed for starch digestion, but 
the second part proves nothing.

The researchers now moved on to Step 2. They didn’t find a higher 
number of genes coding for maltase-glucoamylase in dogs as com-
pared to wolves. However, they were able to determine that there 
were significant differences in the gene responsible for that enzyme 
between dogs and wolves. They compared the canine mutations and 
found that when those same mutations occurred in other mammals, it 
often indicated a tendency toward the animal being omnivorous. They 
hypothesized that the gene mutations mean that in dogs, the enzyme 
is more effective at its job of digesting starch.

To test their hypothesis, the researchers measured the amount of 
maltase-glucoamylase in the pancreas and in the blood of dogs com-
pared to wolves. They found higher levels in dogs. They admit that the
difference in enzyme levels could be due to diet, and once again, the 
more carbs in the diet, the higher the enzyme levels are likely to be. 
Since wolves eat a low carb diet compared to most dogs, the research-
ers really did not prove anything conclusively about Step 2 of starch 
digestion, as far as I can see.

For the third step in starch digestion, the researchers focused on the 
gene coding for SGLT1 (the protein that transports glucose into the 
blood). They found that this gene too had mutations in the dog as 
opposed to the wolf. They then surmised that this change meant that 
the dog protein must be better at glucose transport. They showed that 
the dog version of SGLT1 is different than that of the wolf but did not 
prove that this difference is meaningful. Of course, if you believe that 
dogs evolved to handle starch better than wolves do, then it follows 
that this genetic difference proves your point.

This genetics study published in Nature attempted to prove that 
domestic canine DNA is different than that of wolves and that some of 
this difference indicates that dogs can digest and utilize starch better 
than wolves. They do show genetic differences but fail to conclusively 
prove that these differences mean that dogs “thrive” on a high starch 
diet.

Have Dogs Evolved To Eat Grains?
It really shouldn’t surprise anyone that dogs and wolves are not ge-
netically identical. I have to admit that this research does suggest that 
dogs may be better able than their wild counterparts to handle starch 
in their diets. It is very likely that evolution is at work in domestic dogs 
when it comes to diet. But to really understand the ramifications of 
this statement, we need to review how evolution works. 

No individual evolves from a genetic point of view. Instead, popula-
tions of animals evolve due to changes in living conditions they must 
adapt to. Rare individuals are born with a mutation that allows them 
to survive and reproduce better than all the others so that this new 
gene eventually (over hundreds of thousands of years) becomes the 
new norm.

I believe that when it comes to the canine diet, we are witnessing 
evolution in action. Rare, mutant dogs can somewhat handle the high 
carb diets we feed them, while the rest of the pets are sickened by 
them. After analyzing this study, I still think that ancestral diets are 
best for the majority of dogs.

About the Author:
Dr Doug Knueven has been practicing veterinary medicine in Beaver County, PA 
since 1987 and practicing alternative veterinary medicine since 1995. He lectures 
at state and national veterinary conferences. He has written two books: Stand by 
Me: A Holistic Handbook for Animals, Their People and the Lives They Share 
Together, and The Holistic Health Guide: Natural Care for the Whole Dog.

Copyright of Dogs Naturally Magazine, reproduced with permission 2013 
dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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Reminder!
Any member who has achieved an AKC title during 2013 and requests a complimentary 
ATCA plaque for that award to send  a copy of the AKC certificate to the Awards Chair.  

Plaques for new 2013 titles will be announced and presented at the 2014 Specialty and mailed 
to the member if they are not in attendance.

If any member has achieved a CD, a CDX, or UD title or 3 qualifying scores in Open B or 
Utility B during 2013, please contact the Awards Chair to provide the required  

documentation in order to be a candidate for the 2013 cash Henderson Obedience Awards.  
These will also be presented at the 2014 Specialty.

Update!

For ROM & ROM-EX applicants, there are 
new GUIDELINES and a NEW POINT SCHEDULE!

Please DISREGARD the guidelines and applications  
in the last issue of the Talkabout (Issue 3, 2013)

Please go to: australianterrier.org  
for the most current guidelines and application!

24                                                                                                                

http://www.australianterrier.org 


The first ever ATCA Futurity will be held in conjunction with the 2014 National Specialty in Longmont,  
Colorado on May 30, 2014.  Never before have we recognized breeders in this prestigious way. The Futurity is  

exclusively for the competition of puppies and juniors between 6 months and 24 months of age.

How the Futurity works for 2014: 

•	 The Futurity is open to all breeders of AKC registered Australian Terriers in good standing with the 
American Kennel Club.

•	 Puppies and juniors eligible for the Futurity must be out of nominated bitches and nominated litters.  The puppy 
nomination form must also be completed for those puppies/juniors selected for entry.

•	 Bitch, litter and puppy nomination forms are available for download on the ATCA website.  Send all  
nomination forms to Sue Bachman, Futurity Chairman.  They need not all be sent together since puppies may not 
be old enough to evaluate for entry at the time other nomination forms are completed.  Send your nomination 
forms NOW or as soon as you can so we have an idea of what the entry will be.  The last date for receiving nomina-
tion forms  is May 1, 2014.

•	 The Futurity is designed to pay for itself.  The bitch nomination form must be accompanied by a check for $50.  If 
the litter is nominated, a check for $25 must accompany the litter nomination form.  If a puppy or junior from the 
litter is nominated, a check for $10 must accompany the puppy/ junior nomination form.

Rosettes, cash awards, medallions, trophies will be presented  
to the breeder and the owner of the sire of the winners.

•	 To enter the Futurity, puppies/juniors must be entered in a regular conformation class and the appropriate  
Futurity class as an “additional” class at the ATCA National Specialty they were nominated for and are eligible for.

•	 Puppies/juniors are eligible to be shown in one Futurity only.  
•	 Champions of record are eligible. 

The breeder/owner must show the dog.  
Dogs shown in the Futurity may not be shown by professional  handlers, members of their family or their employees 
unless such person is the breeder/owner of the dog entered. 

•	 Futurity classes will be divided according to age and sex:
         o Dogs 6-12 months Bitches 6-12 months
         o Dogs 12-18 months Bitches 12-18 months
         o Dogs 18-24 months Bitches 18-24 months

The winner of each class will compete for Best Dog and Best Bitch in Futurity.
•	 For 2014, the Futurity committee will select the Futurity judge.  Thereafter, breeders entering the Futurity will 

select the judge.
•	 The Futurity Committee will prepare the Futurity catalog.  We need a 3 generation pedigree of the  

entered puppy/junior and a photo, if possible, for the catalog. 

Send nomination forms and checks to: 
 Sue Bachman 

 6829 Pleasants Valley Rd, Vacaville, CA 95688
phone: 707 451-8377 

Questons?  
email Sue at: suebachman@att.net

 

ATCA’s First Futurity
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Guilt:  It’s Not Just For Jews and Catholics Anymore (Purebred Dog Owners Can Play) 

Consider:

•	 Activists displaying placards break through barriers to stand on 
center stage of a televised dog show and announce to members 
of the audience that because they own purebred dogs, millions 
of other dogs will die;         

•	 A blogger attends a conference with her purebred dog and 
when asked if he’s a rescue, she replies cheerfully that he was 
purchased from a breeder. She feels shunned the rest of the 
weekend;

•	 Francis Battista, co-founder of Best Friends Sanctuary, writes: “The 
only truly guilt-free purebred dog is one acquired from a shelter 
or breed rescue group.”

•	 When a nationally televised dog show changes its sponsor 
because the sponsor failed to promote purebred dogs in a posi-
tive light at least as much as shelter and rescue dogs, a protest 
campaign is leveled at the show’s social media pages.

•	 From Ted Kerasote, author: “Dividing the world into those who 
should feel guilty for owning a pedigree pooch and those who 
can feel self-righteous for rescuing a mutt does little to solve the 
two major challenges domestic dogs face today: careless breed-
ing and an antiquated shelter system.”

How did we get to this point?

It was likely not one thing, but a convergence of factors. Allow me to 
digress for a moment.

Historically speaking, one’s dog reflected one’s station in life. Working 
class men either owned “curs” or the ancestors of what would become 
today’s working purebreds. Nobles, on the other hand, had by their 
sides pedigreed purebreds. It was the royals who first bred dogs which 
had no purpose other than companionship, and by the 20th century, 
a purebred dog was a symbol of affluence and social standing. The 
rich appeared in magazines and newsreels with their dogs, and like 
their dogs, enjoyed the company of a pedigreed circle, if not lineage. 
They were a minority in the country, but a minority most middle class 
families aspired to join.

Times changed. Political upheavals, a blurring of social classes, 
changes of fortune and strengthening economies no longer made a 
dog a reliable barometer of its family’s means. By the time I came of 
age, the Queen of England owned Corgi-mutts, my mechanic showed 
a Yorkshire Terrier, millionaire movie stars owned shelter dogs, and 
families of all incomes loaded the kids and the family purebred into 
the station wagon and went to the dog show. In a little over 100 years, 
society went from relegating mutts to the “unwashed masses” to a 
point where anyone could own any kind of canine and have it mean 
nothing more than an affection for dogs. “Love the one you’re with” 
was a musical anthem of a generation and it extended to their dogs.

But somewhere in the last ten years, the culture of dog ownership 
changed again. In fact, it did a back flip.

Social mores changed even more.  Self-made millionaires once ad-
mired for their industry and hard work came instead to be indicted for

I wore plaid to school for much of my academic life.  I had no great 
affinity for the pattern, but it was de rigueur at parochial schools 
and I was a student at one. Along with the requisite blazer, I wore a 
regulation-length pleated skirt rolled up several times at the waist 
until the hem hovered in the nose bleed section of my knees. The 
nuns cracked down on these displays of loose morality with a ferocity 
unexpected from women wearing a rosary. Guilt was their weapon of 
choice and we became poster children of compliance until the cycle of 
defiance would begin again.

As Catholic school girls, we resisted authority in ways that stopped 
just short of ensuring a one-way ticket to hell without so much as a pit 
stop in purgatory. I confess, I may have been more creative than most, 
but the occasion that saw me inflict whiplash to Sister Louis Alena by 
stepping on her veil as I followed her down a flight of steps really was 
an accident. I was spunky, not criminal.

Months later, when a confused pigeon flew in the window and landed 
on the same nun’s head, the incident proved to be too much for both 
of us. Since I was the first to see “the landing,” I was the first to dissolve 
into laughter despite her shrieking, “GET IT OFF ME!” while flapping her 
arms more vigorously than any pigeon ever had. I quickly point out 
that it was other nuns who came to the sister’s rescue since by now, 
the entire class was too convulsed with laughter to be of any help.

“Inappropriate behavior” landed me in detention which I shared with 
“Connie,” the new girl in school. Her infraction had been to drape her 
Star of David necklace on the baby Jesus statue and point out that 
before he was Catholic, Jesus was Jewish. We passed the time passing 
notes to each other and quickly realized that we shared an appalling 
lack of guilt over our respective misdeeds, largely because we didn’t 
think we’d done anything that egregious.  Given that in our respective 
religions guilt was as much a tradition as the Knights of Columbus 
and Gefilte fish, this was a revelation that made us instant friends. We 
would have to become adults before understanding what we only 
knew instinctively at the time: No one can make you feel guilty with-
out your consent.

Forty years later, guilt has emerged again as a strategy to affect 
behavior in people who’ve done nothing more wrong than to own a 
purebred dog bought from a breeder.

by Susi Szeremy
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being greedy, resented that they should have so much when others, 
regardless of their work ethic, were just as deserving.

The animal rights movement that emerged in the ‘70s was chang-
ing, too. I, myself, would have been ripe for the picking as literature 
flooded my mailbox exposing with sickening evidence the horrors 
of vivisection. But the movement morphed; It became polarizing, 
unreasonable, and increasingly radical. Where it had once appealed to 
our pathos, it devolved into using our old friend, guilt.  Guilt for eating 
meat, guilt for wearing fur, riding in a rodeo and eating Kentucky Fried 
Chicken – all deeds vulnerable to criticism as we learned more about 
their respective industries.

But guilt for owning a purebred dog?

Welcome to the new elitism.

Its members, people who reside 
on the moral high ground 
and secretly harbor feelings of 
superiority because they own a 
mixed breed or shelter dog. They 
care more. They’re more sensitive 
and more populist than those of 
us who bought a purebred dog; 
They don’t shop. They adopt.

Don’t mistake them for animal 
rights activists, they’re not. They 
may, however, be the unwit-
ting recipients of “trickle down 
morality” which at full strength 
can be seen in Humane Society 
of the United States TV ads that 
air nightly. Pitiful faces peering 
from behind cage doors serve as reminders that while the insensitive 
among us visit a new litter of fat, healthy purebred puppies, these 
dogs languish as they wait for their forever home which the viewer 
can help them find with a tax deductible donation. It’s a powerful 
message that would haunt anyone with a pulse. It is, however, an ad 
based on several false premises, the most egregious, in my estima-
tion, is that one’s donation to the HSUS will actually save a dog’s life. In 
reality, the HSUS is worth $162 million in assets but less than 1% goes 
towards operating shelters in the United States. No matter. If HSUS 
doesn’t reach us through our wallets, they guilt us with their propa-
ganda: Adopt,don’t shop, or no one else will (and the animal will die). 
Is it any wonder that rescue dog owners feel morally superior over 
their purebred counterparts in the show world who rescue nothing?

But that, too, is based on a false premise. Each of the 185 AKC regis-
tered breeds and varieties is represented by a member club devoted 
solely to the welfare and improvement of that breed, and every one 
of them engages in breed rescue. Nearly 33% of the dogs rescued by 
breed clubs come from shelters, animal control and pounds. That’s 
33% more dogs rescued by purebred breed clubs than by the Humane 
Society of the United States. We don’t have statistics that reveal how 
many purebred dog owners also own rescue dogs, but it’s a lot.

PETA, which has killed over 25,000 animals in the last ten years, is 
so radical a group that it has alienated many of the fine shelter and 
rescue workers I’ve come to know in the last year. I am persuaded that 
the cult-like PETA’s bizarre mandate is to kill animals before the cats 
and dogs ever have a chance to suffer. Or even enjoy life. More on that 
here.

The shelter workers I’ve met regard animal rights groups with the 
same hostility as do those of us in the dog fancy. The bad news is that 
purebred dog breeders aren’t held in much higher esteem. Every time 
these folks go to work and see a purebred dog in a shelter cage, they 
blame breeders for having put them there by having bred yet more 
dogs.

They couldn’t be more wrong.

Animal shelters in the USA have been casting a wide net to fill their 
kennels for years. According to the US Public Health Service, Chicago 
O’Hare was the destination airport for 10,125 dogs imported from 
overseas in 2006, half of which weren’t vaccinated. Scientists from the 
Center of Disease Control estimated that over 199,000 dogs (38,100 
unvaccinated) came into the country through the Mexican border 
that year alone, and in 2007, one organization in Puerto Rico by itself 
shipped more than 14,000 strays in seven years to the United States 
for adoption at shelters. ABC News reported that according to G. Gale 
Galland, veterinarian in the CDC’s Division of Global Migration and 
Quarantine, as many as 300,000 puppies a year – most from countries 
with little or no health safeguards, are being imported to satisfy the 
demand for puppies at shelters.

Where are the ads defending the RESPONSIBLE purebred dog 
breeder?

And yet the responsible breeder of purebred puppies is to be blamed 
for the overpopulation at shelters and dumb friend leagues?  The 
same person who runs health screens on the sire and dam, keeps a 
careful vaccination schedule, tirelessly socializes their puppies and 
screens potential owners  – THAT breeder?

These caring shelter workers, whom I really do admire, are guilty of 
painting breeders with a very broad brush. They fail to place blame 
squarely at the feet of owners who were responsible for their dog in 
the first place, and because it’s a dirty little secret, they likely don’t 
know that the dogs overcrowding their shelters may not even be from 
America. And finally, they don’t realize that when that purebred dog is 
adopted, American born or otherwise, it’s often by someone acting for 
a breed club.

How’s the view from the moral high ground now?

Where are the ads defending the RESPONSIBLE purebred dog breeder?
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But we’re not done yet. The final fallacy is rooted in the notion that a 
mixed breed is healthier than its purebred counterpart. In fact, this 
can’t be proved because there is no registry that tracks the health of 
mixed breeds the way each member club of the AKC tracks the health 
of its respective breed. Owners of mutts don’t converge once a year 
at their national specialty to “check in” with their breed the way the 
national breed clubs do. As for “designer breeds” being more sound 
than purebreds, let’s talk about that.

No responsible breeder in the fancy would ever breed to a dog that 
didn’t pass health clearances, let alone to one that wasn’t a sensible 
match for their dog in phenotype and genotype because ultimately, 
the purpose of breeding is to IMPROVE THE BREED.  The very idea, 
then, of breeding their purebred dog to a dog from ANOTHER BREED 
is, you’ll pardon the pun, inconceivable. That leaves only irresponsible 
breeders breeding unsound dogs to each other to create a “some-
thing-doodle.” And these dogs are supposed to be healthier than the 
Labrador or Poodle whose responsible breeders kept records of their 
health and genetic soundness going back generations?

In December, 2010, Wally Conron, the creator of the Labradoodle said, 
“I released a Frankenstein.… People say, ‘aren’t you proud of yourself?’ 
and I say, ‘not in the slightest. I’ve done so much harm to pure breed-
ing.”’

As long as I’m handing out guilt, I might toss a little blame at those 
of us in the fancy for not doing a better job of getting OUR message 
across. Misleading commercials and documentaries such as Pedigree 
Dogs Exposed provide powerful images which our talk alone cannot 
refute. Until the AKC counters with a video of its own, each of us must 
be the face of responsible purebred owners and breeders. Distortions 
and lies will continue, but we can no longer assume that someone else 
will fight back. The battle has been brought to our feet and stepping 
over it is no longer an option.

I’m not going to conclude with an explanation of why those of us who 
own purebred dogs have a right to own them, but more to the point, 
neither should I have to. In a country that promotes choice, purchas-
ing a purebred dog is also a choice. Let us applaud those who chose 
to adopt shelter dogs even if they don’t endorse the choices we make, 
but let us also remember: They can’t make us feel guilty without our 
consent. 

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Susi Szeremy
DogKnobit

Labradoodles: One designer breed, so many different types

Must
Love Dogs...

Each Quarter we will present establishments across the USA 
that allow dogs. They will have something special to offer for 
those traveling,  or if you live in the area, a place you may not 
have known about......

Cobtree Vacation Rental Homes 
440-454 Armstrong Rd, Geneva, NY 14456
Overlooking Seneca Lake 
315-789-1144 
inquiries@cobtree.com

Cobtree is proud to have achieved a 3 Diamond AAA rating offering 
air conditioned, children, disabled, dog friendly and pet friendly, 
English architectural style vacation rental cottages, as well as 
traditionally built Rustic Log cabin rentals. Four of our Deluxe  Log 
Homes each offer 
finished walk out 
basement rooms 
with French doors 
leading out onto the 
manicured gardens. 
These are especially 
suited for private non 
commercial use  small 
groups and meetings. 
Each home is pro-
vided with free high 
speed Wi-Fi, cable TV, 
Free USA and Canada 
wide telephone calls and  has a fully equipped kitchen.

Cobtree is surrounded by 57 acres of farmland and woodlands over-
looking the Western Shores of Seneca Lake. Located at the North 
end of  Seneca Lake and just 5 miles South of the City of Geneva 
with Watkins Glen International Race track  located just 25 miles  
South of Cobtree, we welcome couples, families, groups of friends, 
guests attending weddings in the region and wine tour groups. We 
can also have pleasure in recommending to you Liberty Balloons 
who offer breathtaking balloon rides for your “up, up and away” 
enjoyment whilst you are visiting  the Finger Lakes Region.

Guilt continued...
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AKC Gazette Column 

Our breed, while low in numbers as compared with more popular 
breeds of purebred dogs, is well represented in competitive events 
and have earned a large number of titles offered by AKC. 

As a matter of fact 60 percent of the titles earned by our parent club 
members in the last year, as listed in our newsletter The Talkabout, 
were titles other than conformation titles of Champion (CH) and 
Grand Champion (GCH).  These titles were spread across all the AKC 
events Australian Terriers are eligible to participate in. These include 
Obedience, Rally, Earthdog, Agility, Tracking, and Coursing Ability. Not 
only have members of the Australian Terrier Club of America (ATCA) 
achieved numerous titles with their Aussies, they have achieved some 
very impressive titles. 

Aussies that have competed in Obedience hold two Obedience Trial 
Champions (OTCH) titles. In Rally, numerous Aussies have obtained 
the titles of Rally Advanced Excellent (RAE). Aussies in Earthdog have 
achieved two different high-ranking titles: Master Earthdog (ME) and 
Enduro Earthdog (EE) titles. In Agility, an impressive suite of Master 
Agility Champion titles (MACH 1, 2, 3, and 4) have been achieved. 

While Aussies are neither sight nor scent hound, they have earned 
Coursing Ability Advance (CAA) and Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) 
titles. The dedication and training necessary to obtain a single entry 
level title such Companion Dog (CD) in Obedience is truly an impres-
sive achievement, but to obtain the advance titles listed above shows 
a true partnership between the owner and their dog. 

Our members don’t stop with just a single competitive event. Many 
compete in several arenas at one time. In order to honor excellence 
in our breed the Australian Terrier Club of America Versatility Awards 
(VA) were begun in 1995. Initially a dog must have achieved at least 
an entry-level title in 3 of the 5 venues open to the Australian Terrier:  
Conformation Champion (CH), Obedience Companion Dog (CD), Nov-
ice Agility (NA), Tracking Dog (TD), or Junior Earthdog (JE).

Between 1995 and 2006 17 member-owned Australian 
Terriers earned a VA. In 2007 the Versatility Awards requirements were 
amended to include rally and therapy dogs as qualifying events, and 
the Versatility Excellent level award (VEA) was added. 

Since 2007, 25 member Aussies have earned the VA award with as 
many as 7 each year! Additionally during this time period, 15 Aussies 
owned by our members have earned our highest award of VEA. 

Two of the Aussies that earned their ATCA VEA were also owner-
handled to their GCH. With all their titles, some of these Aussies have 
names that are now twice as long as when they were first registered! 

The American Kennel Club issues its own version of a versatility title 
called the Versatile Companion Dog Certificate. The dog earning either 
of the following groups of titles: (i) CD, NA, Novice Agility Jumper 
(NAJ), and TD, or (ii) CD, Novice Agility Preferred (NAP), Novice Agility 
Jumpers with weaves (NJP), and TD, will be permitted to use the letters 
of VCD1 following their name.

One of our members has not only earned such a distinction for one 
of her Australian Terriers, but has now done it with two! This member, 
Barbera Curtis, then went on to earn the next level award VCD2 with 
both her Aussies! 

So you can see that the Australian Terrier is not just another pretty face. 
Rather, the Aussie is a true companion to enjoy and excel as a partner 
in whatever competition his owner would like to attempt.

Australian Terrier Column
November 2013 Issue

Aussies in Action.....

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

- Co-authored by Grace Cartwright and Susan Saulvester
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cinnamon with honey every day. Yet more studies show that cin-
namon can lower blood pressure and LDL cholesterol, and slow the 
growth of leukemia and lymphomacancer cells.

Are there side-effects of eating cinnamon for dogs?

Here’s a caveat: Cassia cinnamon (the darker, more common type) 
contains a compound called coumarin, which can damage the liver 
at high levels. One more reason to use Ceylon cinnamon instead! 
But Cassia cinnamon is safe as long as you don’t overdo it; sprinkling 
a little on the food every now and then can still be beneficial in all 
the ways described above, but won’t give your dog nearly as high a 
dose as the higher concentration found in, say, a cinnamon supple-
ment capsule (which would contain a substantially higher amount of 
coumarin).

Also, cinnamon has a mild anti-clotting effect on the blood, so too 
much can cause bleeding problems if a person is on blood-thinning 
medication such as aspirin. And pregnant women (or dogs) should not 
take too much cinnamon, as it may have a stimulating effect on the 
uterus.

Cinnamon is a great spice to use on human food. It is known to en-
hance intestinal health and to promote proper digestion in dogs and 
prevents bloating. However, its nutritional value is not clear. Before 
giving cinnamon to your dog, it is imperative to consult with a vet. If 
you must serve cinnamon without consultations, it is essential to use 
it in small portions. This is because too much cinnamon can cause 
severe stomach pains. It can also become toxic, hence exposing your 
dog to serious health conditions. More importantly, make it an 
occasional treat whenever you want to spice up your dog’s food and 
look out for any reactions that a dog displays.

Can Dogs Eat Cinnamon?

Where does cinnamon come from?

But first, what is it and where does it come from? A Dogster contribu-
tor wrote that cinnamon is a small tree that grows in India, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Brazil, Vietnam, and Egypt; its bark is dried and rolled into 
cinnamon sticks (also called quills), then ground into powder.

There are four varieties, but Ceylon cinnamon (its Latin name is Cin-
namomum verum) and Cassia cinnamon (Cinnamomum cassia) are 
the most popular; Ceylon, also called true cinnamon, is sweeter, lighter 
in color, and more expensive than Cassia, which is the darker type of 
cinnamon more commonly found in supermarkets and Starbucks. 
Whichever variety you choose, it’s definitely worth it to spend a bit 
more on organic cinnamon, which tends to be even more wonderfully 
fragrant than its non-organic counterpart.

What are the benefits of cinnamon for dogs?

Traditionally, cinnamon has been used around the world to remedy 
flatulence, nausea, diarrhea, and painful menstrual periods. It’s also 
believed to boost energy, vitality, circulation, cognitive function and 
overall brain health, and to improve the digestion of dairy products.

In one study, sniffing cinnamon was shown to result in improved brain 
function – test subjects performed better at memory and attention af-
ter a whiff of this spectacular spice. So if you’re working with your dog 
on learning new tricks, definitely offer him or her a sniff of cinnamon 
before you begin your training session!

Recent studies have shown that just half a teaspoon of cinnamon a 
day helps to regulate blood sugar and raise insulin resistance; it actu-
ally boosts the body’s ability to use insulin to improve blood glucose 
levels. This is vital for anyone at risk for diabetes – and that includes 
senior and overweight dogs. So in addition to feeding a low glycemic 
index dog food, you can SOMETIMES top his kibble bowl off with 
cinnamon! Other studies reveal that cinnamon is antifungal; it works 
to combat Candida albicans, the fungus that causes yeast infections. 
These infections are often resistant to medication, but not to cinna-
mon. Dogs who suffer from allergies are often prone to yeast infec-
tions.

Cinnamon is also antibacterial, and slows down the spoilage of food. 
Julia Szabo at Dogster says, “When I have to store part of a can of dog 
food overnight, I’ll sprinkle half a teaspoon of cinnamon over it before 
refrigerating (on a side note, never refrigerate dog food in the can – to 
preserve palatability, spoon it into a glass storage container with a 
plastic top).”  Researchers at Kansas State University found that cin-
namon even prevents the growth of E. coli bacteria in unpasteurized 
juices! So for safety’s sake, be sure to add some cinnamon to your raw 
apple cider.

An anti-inflammatory, cinnamon is great for senior dogs struggling 
with arthritis. With K9 seniors, people have had great results mixing 
a half-teaspoon of cinnamon with a tablespoon of honey. This is the 
recipe used by researchers at Copenhagen University, where arthritis 
patients were able to walk without pain after just a week of taking

Lets Talk Spices!
The Holidays Are Here! 
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How should I feed cinnamon to my dogs?

Cinnamon is safe for the dogs but in small quantities. Although cin-
namon is not food, it is used as a spice. Some people sprinkle it on the 
dog food and it does not have any harmful effects on the dog. But you 
always need to remember that anything in excessive amounts can be 
dangerous. It could lead to trouble to the dog’s digestive system and 
therefore care needs to be taken before giving such things to your 
dog. There are some other dog food products available in the market, 
which consists of the cinnamon. It is also noted that the Cinnamon 
Toast Crunch cereal causes gas trouble dogs. Therefore, just because a 
dog can eat cinnamon does not mean that you can go buy cinnamon 
rolls for your dog. 

If your dog is healthy and enjoys his meals, then there is no need 
to add cinnamon to the diet, but if you want to, you could sprinkle 
in a little, but not too much! It is hot, and again, can cause stomach 
problems.

If you decide to give cinnamon for any reason, be sure to give a small 
quantity so that it does not harm the dog.  If you want to know more 
about it, then a good option might be to consult your veterinarian, 
who can suggest to you what is good for your dog.  

Reprinted with Permission 2013
bunkblog.net

Montgomery Weekend!
RESULTS:

Thursday, October 3, 2013
Hatboro Kennel Club
Judge: Ms. C Erickson 
BOB - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
BOS - CH Pineterri Gabby Go Girl
BW - Aka Inu Jaskarin Rocket Man
WD - Aka Inu Jaskarin Rocket Man
RWD - Rock Village Forever And Always
WB - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
RWB - Outbackred’s Advent Star
 
Friday, October 4, 2013
Raritan Regional Specialty
Judge:  Mrs. C H Clark 
BOB -  GCH CH Aka Inu Story Teller 
BOS - CH Pineterri Gabby Go Girl
BW - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
WD - Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
RWD - Rock Village Forever And Always
WB - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
RWB - Shastakin Flying Dyson 
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
SEL Bitch - CH Samabel Diamond In The Ruff 

Saturday, October 5, 2013
Devon Kennel Club
Judge:  Mr. Clay Coady
BOB - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
BOS - GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
BW - Shastakin Flying Dyson 
WD - Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
RWD - Rock Village Forever And Always
WB - Shastakin Flying Dyson 
RWB - Outbackred’s Advent Star
SEL Dog - GCH CH Aka Inu Story Teller 
SEL Bitch - CH Pineterri Gabby Go Girl

Sunday, October 6, 2013 
Montgomery Kennel Club 
Judge: Ms Betsy Dale 
BOB - GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
BOS - GCH CH Shastakins Good Day Girl
BW - Shastakin Flying Dyson 
WD - Good Day’s Danny Danono
RWD - Double Nickel’s I’m Impressed
WB - Shastakin Flying Dyson 
RWB - Samabel Diamonds And Rust
SEL Dog - GCH CH Aka Inu Story Teller 
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
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WE ASKED, They Answered,
The Judges Comment....
As Breeders & Exhibitors spending precious dollars per year for that 
coveted ribbon to show that our hard work paid off, we often wonder 
what the judges think? So, we decided to ask!

Question asked by a ATCA Member Darlene Evans: 
It has been stated that what the exhibitor wears has an effect 
on the  judging – i.e., white colored or dark pants on a dark dog.  
What is your opinion on this?

How important is the attitude of the dog? 

Interesting questions and these are just my opinions, not necessarily 
shared by my fellow judges.

Yes, what an exhibitor wear does have some slight bearing on how we 
judge you. If you wear dark skirt or trousers with a dark dog you hide 
the outline and in many cases the movement of your dog, not good. 
Also, ladies a little modesty, PLEASE! 

Attitude. Yes this, particularly in Terriers , is quite important. A reluc-
tant dog dragging behind can be a temperament issue as does a dog 
pulling away from it’s handler. Or it can be lack of training and why are 
you showing if you can’t put some time and effort into  
training.??
- Marion D. McPherson

On the first question, clothes don’t matter much EXCEPT:

They should be business-like, casual business is OK.  No very short 
skirts or dresses, no revealing tops.  Try for quiet good taste that 
doesn’t distract the judge.  A few times it has been hard to concentrate 
on the dog while I was thinking “OMG, what was she thinking?”  No 
heels!  Even if you think you can walk perfectly well in them, it doesn’t 
work showing dogs.  Even one top handler, now retired, would have 
looked better if she wasn’t clomping around the ring in heels.  Color 
doesn’t interfere much until the photo.

As a Terrier person and now a Terrier judge, attitude is almost every-
thing.  A very-poorly made dog should not beat excellent conforma-
tion by his attitude, but many times a mediocre one will win over a 
frightened dog with the tail down, and of course, an aggressive threat-
ening (to people) dog should not win.  If you have the poor specimen 
and the aggressive one as your only choices, withhold!
 - Judy Franklin

It is much easier to see a dog when the clothing worn by the handler 
contrasts with the dog.  I have asked ladies with large skirts to hold 
their skirt tight to their body and away from their dog. 

How important is attitude?  We are judging dogs at a “dog show”.  
Dogs that have attitude show better.  Terriers are all about attitude in 
my opinion. 
 -  Richard V. Miller 

Most of the time I don’t have a clue as to what an exhibitor wears, 
except a couple of months ago when the not-so-young lady came 
into the ring with a jagged edge sheer net something or other draped 
over her body – we ALL noted that little ensemble!  As far as wearing 
dark clothes behind a dark dog – common sense tells you that isn’t 
to the dog’s best advantage – unless you’re trying to hide something.  
And definitely in a picture, the photographer will make anyone in 
dark clothes behind a dark dog move to either side of the dog.  Makes 
sense.

The attitude of the dog is omnipotent.  A deadhead, but with 100% 
quality perfection, will rarely win.  The name of our sport is “dog 
SHOW” – and that he must do.   It’s not possible that everyday an 
exhibit is up and eager and one just has to live with it and wait for a 
happier day.
 - Ann Hearn

Think about it! Clothes color is important to a point; if the exhibitor 
wears a color that is the same color as the dog, the dog disappears 
somewhat, especially on the table.  Shoe color can affect the blend-
ing as well. Since I don’t know the exhibitors, in large classes of same 
colored dogs, I keep up with the ones I like with the color of clothes or 
shoes of the exhibitor. Drives me batty when all are wearing the same 
color because I then have to look at the person. I used to hate it when 
judges looked at the dog and then up to see who was holding the 
lead and I don’t want to do that.

How important is the attitude of the dog?
A dog’s attitude affects how he or she shows and uses himself or her-
self.  A backyard best-in-show looking dog that wilts in the show ring 
will look just like that to a judge--wilted, and his or her best attributes 
won’t be visible. Good conformation may be there but it will be hard 
to see.  As always, it is according to the competition.
 - Houston & Toddie Clark

These are two very different questions.
 
In my opinion the clothes that the exhibitor wears makes little differ-
ence. When the judge is concentrating on the dog  -- on the floor, as it 
goes around the ring and on the table -- little else in the environment 
should matter. That said, the exhibitor is putting their dog at a great 
disadvantage if their outfit doesn’t allow them freedom of movement 
or is distracting in any way. Lots of clunky jewelry and especially lots of 
noisy bracelets can distract the dog.
 
Attitude? It’s a terrier! Bold, fearless, assertive are all positive attributes. 
There is no place for a terrier that is timid in the winners circle. Head 
up, tail up, alert and surveying its world. This is what you want in a ter-
rier.  There is no place for a terrier with a poor attitude.
 - Robert D. Black
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Most judges, myself included, tend to remember dogs in the ring not 
only by their position in the ring, but also by the clothes (including 
color) that the handler wears. From this standpoint, what an exhibitor 
wears, color included, is irrelevant. We are merely aiding our memory 
on what dogs we are considering for placements. But the point of 
your question has more to do with the CONTRAST of color between 
the handler and the dog. As a handler, you want to present your dog 
in the best possible light and that means facilitating the judge’s view 
of your dog. Thus, light-colored pants when showing a dark-colored 
dog are definitely the way to go. Some judges will go out of their way 
to overcome a lack of contrast (i.e., lack of visible profile for your dog), 
others will not. Don’t do anything to compromise your chances in the 
ring, so choose a contrasting color. 

How important is the attitude of the dog?
This will vary from judge to judge. When judging a terrier, I personally 
want that terrier to display the appropriate terrier attitude for that 
breed. It’s an important element of terrier judging, so I want the dog 
to show confidence and spirit. In most cases, it is not the be-all and 
end -ll, but it is an important part of judging a terrier.
 -  David A. Alexander

What an exhibitor wears should be appropriate, professional, and 
flattering to the wearer AND to the dog.  Wearing black, for example, 
when showing a black dog, obscures the outline of the animal.  If, 
perhaps, the outline is not the dog’s best virtue, then maybe, the color 
choice is a wise one.  Otherwise, it can be a hindrance.  It should be 
noted that some judges are offended when inappropriate clothing 
is worn in the ring, i.e.  shorts, jeans, t-shirts, or generally sloppy at-
tire.  Often the sign of a novice handler, it does not reflect well on the 
wearer and can be seen as insulting or disrespectful to the judge, who 
is usually dressed in casual business attire.

As far as attitude is concerned, it should be breed appropriate.  Your 
breed should be alert, confident and friendly.   An adult dog that is shy 
or timid is not typical for an Australian Terrier and should be penalized 
accordingly.  By the same token, a Chow Chow is a guard dog, aloof 
and reserved.  An adult Chow that greets the judge with the exuber-
ance and friendliness of a Golden Retriever is also atypical and must 
be judged / penalized accordingly.
- Sue Goldberg

When a dog shows, its best conformation also shows. Attitude IS 
important. 

A judge has to learn to judge the dog in spite of what an exhibitor 
wears, but it is much harder to see the dog when there is no contrast 
between the dog and exhibitor’s clothes. It is best to give your dog 
the advantage in a contrast between its coat and its background (your 
clothes’ color.)

“Some days you’re the dog; some days you’re the hydrant. “
 - Sally Baugniet

Exhibitors should try to wear colors that contrast with the colors 
of their dogs.  Otherwise, the dogs blend in and it’s difficult to see 
toplines, etc.  Also, very full skirts are not only distracting, but can ac-
tually prevent the judge from seeing your dog move, especially when 
going away.  Thanks for asking.
- Kathy Grosso

I don’t feel an exhibitor must go so far as to wear white when showing 
a dark dog. Unless the exhibitor hopes to minimize the look of a poor 
top line or tail set, he/she should wear a lighter color so as to provide 
contrast between clothing and dog.

We are talking terriers here! Of course attitude is important. Your stan-
dard is quite explicit in this regard...expression keen and intelligent; 
manner spirited and self-assured, courageous and self-confident. It 
also describes the breed as displaying the natural aggressiveness of a 
ratter and hedge hunter. No room here for a shrinking violet!
 - Gay Dunlap

I don’t care what the exhibitor is wearing, so long as it is neat and 
respectful...respectful of the dog, actually
 
Attitude can make up for a lot...a dog that thinks it’s hot stuff can con-
vince a judge of it...whereas a dog who comes into the ring acting like 
it’s unworthy usually can convince the judge of that, too.   It probably 
wouldn’t be the deciding factor, but it does make a difference in how 
the dog presents itself........
 - P. Mickelson

Behavioral decision-making research suggests that a number of fac-
tors may influence a decision-makers judgments. Dog judges, like any 
most decision makers,  rely on information that is available, concrete 
and salient. The standard of a breed provides concrete information 
to use when judging dogs. The standard for the Australian Terrier 
indicates that a exhibited dog should have a “keen and intelligent 
expression and act in a spirited and self assured manner.” Thus the atti-
tude of an Australian Terrier must be considered when judging. Given 
that dog judging requires quick processing of lots of information, then 
cognitive biases  affect judgements of dogs. Two points in time are 
most important, namely at the beginning of class judgement process 
and at the end of judging when the judge is ready to point at one dog 
or another. Because of primacy effects, the initial behavior of a dog 
anchors a judge’s decision process. Is it a good representative of the 
breed or not? Based on this initial assessment, the judge collects infor-
mation to support or refute that initial judgment. Because of a strong 
recency bias,  the behavior of the dog at the end of the judgment pro-
cess, is even more important.  The behavior at the end of the judge-
ment process will be weighted heavier than earlier in the process. This 
is because the information is recent. An Aussie who perhaps sits down 
or acts up will have its behavior penalized more than if this occurred 
earlier in the judgment process. An Aussie who free stacks, has a keen 
eye towards its handler, holds its ears at attention, and displays a feisty 
terrier spirit will be over rewarded at the end of the judgement pro-
cess. For example, I watched a judge trying to decide between two ter-
riers which would go breed. Both exemplified the breed standard. But 
at the last minute, one dog fired off turned and stared at the other dog 
which was behind it in the line. It was magnificent in that moment. It 
got the breed and rightly so. Attitude is important -- particularly for an 
Australian Terrier.

One final point. Sometimes a judge finds a nice dog that exemplifies 
breed type. On its own, however, its attitude is lackluster. To help it 
along, a judge may choose to spar this dog with another.  Once when 
showing, I had a very opinionated dog that really fired. The judge 
brought me out to the center of ring and told me to stand there with 
my dog so she could use it to get other dogs “up in spirit.”  The prob-
lem was that the judge told me that was what she was doing. My at-
titude towards that judge changed sharply. No one wants to be used. 
Therefore if a dog does not spar or show the proper attitude then it 
needs to be dismissed.
 - Dr Vandra L Huber
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The Judges Comment...
The only time I notice clothes is when it distracts from judging the 
dog or allows me not to see the dog (wearing black with a black dog).  
Sometimes indoor lighting is not very good, and even dark purple will 
obscure a dark-colored topline.

The Australian Terrier is a terrier – bred to go after and kill vermin.  
Your standard says “spirited, alert, courageous, and self-confident, with 
the natural aggressiveness…”.  As judges we have to evaluate all of the 
aspects in the standard, and temperament is one of them.  And as we 
judge, we penalize to the extent of the deviation from the standard.   
For example, a little shyness in a puppy is more acceptable than shy-
ness in an adult.  There comes a point where the fault is severe enough 
that the dog should not be in consideration for points, but that is true 
with any fault.
- Chris Levy

I understand that background color may hide some points of a dog.
However, if one cannot find the good points in going over a dog then I 
must ask why are they there.  For myself that is why when a dog first
comes into my ring that I ask please just let him stand there for a 
second so that I can get an immediate over all look of the dog. In 
other words judging starts at the ring entrance.  It has been said that 
in judging we start with perfection, apply the forgiveness, with the 
one being forgiven the least being the winner.  With that positive 
statement I don’t see how background color could affect the judging 
process that much.

How important is the dog’s attitude - A LOT!!!!!  We are talking Terriers
here and with that goes Terrier temperament. If a dog is showing with 
a down attitude when it should be showing with Terrier confidence 
then how can anything be done for it? Terrier attitude comes into play 
as part of the search for perfection!
- Fredrick R. Stephens

Clothing color should compliment the dog to the extent that it does 
not blend into the color of the dog obscuring the outline.  Neutral 
colors are best that are not too loud or bright.

In terriers I am looking for an alert active dog aware of his circum-
stances and surroundings. It is important that dogs that should spar 
are capable of sparring. Temperament (attitude) is a key component of 
breed type.
 - Phil Freilich

I don’t pay any attention to what an exhibitor is wearing or who it may 
be. From my own experience, khaki is usually appropriate when show-
ing your dog without  having him blend into your clothing.

Attitude is always important in a Terrier. Without the proper Terrier at-
titude an exhibit is just another dog. I can forgive a little apprehension 
in a baby puppy, but a Terrier should exude  confidence.
 - John Boozer

Absolutely ridiculous  --it is all about the dog, folks!!!
 - KeKe Kahn

I really haven’t thought much about this subject of late. I would like to 
think that most of us are concentrating on the dog before us that the 
color of the exhibitors’ attire does not matter. In my earlier exhibitor/
handler days when we got down on our knees, this being before the 
liver baiting mode, one was cautious not to distract from the dog with 
one’s clothing colors. One might notice in the Toy Group where the 
exhibitors are on their knees that the exhibitors most always wear 
dark/black clothing in back of the little white dogs. Of course, and 
since we are speaking of Australian Terriers and exhibitors are hopeful 
of a win that calls for a photo, one shouldn’t wear like colors.
 
 I rather think that by this time  most Terrier exhibitors know how 
important this is to me. I expect a Terrier of any breed to enter the ring 
with this “Attitude” which denotes confidence, alertness, sureness and 
ready to spar when asked to by the judge, without getting quarrel-
some.
I am fully aware that some Aussie exhibitors feel that one should not 
require an Aussie to spar. My reason for asking to spar is not to bring 
two dogs nose to nose and to encourage growling and quarreling, 
but to expect the exhibitors to have complete control of their dogs 
and which in turn should bring out the aforementioned “Attitude” of a 
Terrier.
- Annemarie Moore

I don’t think what the exhibitor wears has a big effect of the sort you 
asked about, at least not in Australian Terriers. When showing larger 
dogs, or dogs one stands or kneels behind, colors worn can help dis-
guise or emphasize a dog’s topline, for example, and  that might have 
an effect while the dog is on the table. Wearing a dark color behind 
a dark dog makes him (or her) briefly harder to see. But table time is 
fairly short, and when the dogs are shown free standing on their own 
they are generally easy to see regardless of what the exhibitor wears. 
If showing in a very large entry, one might give a passing thought to 
whether certain colors might assist the judge’s memory........i.e., “that 
dog with the lady in the red skirt” or the “one with the gentleman in 
khaki pants and a green jacket.”

As to your second question, how important is the dog’s attitude, these 
are terriers! That pretty much says it all. Sparkling attitude is not the 
be-all and end-all but it is important. Terriers should stand up confi-
dently and be alert, and when gaiting should not have to be hauled 
around the ring.
 - Linda More

Usually the dress of the exhibitor does not bother me, however, there 
are times I think “why would they wear that?” Example: long dress that 
the dog keeps trying to catch the hem as the exhibitor tries to get the 
dog down/back or on the go around. Another one: black pants or skirt 
against a black topline!!! However, in the case of the Kerry Blue that 
has a DQ if the dog has not changed by 18 months - black will show 
the blue color cast against the black or lack of blue too!!! So there is 
not a yes or no to this question - I think the exhibitor should show 
common sense as to the color of their animal.

The attitude of the dog is very important - if the animal does not want 
to be in the ring it shows big time!! There are times when judging a 
dog that the judge has seen before, and the animal does not feel well 
or is really tired.......it shows!! I am saying every dog has to be “on” every 
day, but at least the dog must show some type of liking the show part. 
We may be judging breeding stock but the name of the game is “Dog 
Show”.
 - Anne Katona
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Australian Terrier Rescue
Transport Team Saves Sydney

With a headline like that you just have to read the rest of the article on 
how teamwork transported a dog from a shelter in NJ to a foster home 
in Maine. ATR received a call for help from the adoption coordinator at 
a public shelter in NJ about an Australian Terrier picked up as a stray 
and not claimed. 

Eileen Cummings assisted by Jerry Walsh went to work to getting him 
into a foster home. A friend of ATCA member Esther Krom picked this 
dog up at the shelter and drove him to Esther. Esther was then met 
further along by Heather Rife who took the dog to her clinic where he 
received the necessary vaccines. She met up with Lisa Violette who 
transferred him to Jerry Walsh and the dog arrived at his new foster 
home with Eileen’s sister in Maine. Jerry has taken him to his own vet 
for evaluation and care. The dog has been named Sidney and is bond-
ing well with his foster parents. After some medical issues have been 
resolved he will be available for adoption.

ATR often gets calls about 
dogs in immediate need and 
this is an example of how 
teamwork and cooperation 
between caring Aussie owners 
can make a difference. Flying 
a dog from one location to 
another is often too stressful 
for the dog, and is costly for 
rescue, and in some times of 
the year and in some climates 

is not possible at all. Team transport is such an asset when moving 
displaced dogs around.

ATCA member Kendall Liga accepted a lost Aussie as a boarder into 
the vet clinic where she works. An employee of the clinic immediately 
fell in love with him, named Mack after the truck, and after it was 
determined that there was no owner to claim him, he was successfully 
adopted.

Australian Terrier Rescue wishes to thank all those involved in Sidney’s 
trip and care and to Kendall for arranging a place for Mack to stay and 
be cared for. 

Want to help?

Go to: australianterrierrescue.org and complete the “Volunteer’ form. 
No matter how you choose to get involved, you will be warmly  
welcomed and greatly valued!
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Going Green For Real
I’ve been working to protect consumers from harmful products for al-
most 20 years now, but what I’ve discovered about these cleaners still 
shocks me. I hope you’ll take some time to learn the truth about the 
products you use so you can continue to keep your family safe.”  
 - Ken Cook Environmental Working Group

Another of the new “buzz” phrases is “going green”. Going “green” is 
just a term for going organic and natural. That term is now used so 
broadly that we have to do our due diligence in order to not be taken 
in by the faux greening of America.

Suddenly seen in the market place now are “green” products from all 
the big corporations. They obviously decided they needed to get their 
oversized piece of the action as usual. Because more people are be-
coming conscientious of a more natural approach in what they use in 
the way of home, personal and yard care products, it has been rather 
easy for the big name brands to sneak in and of course deceive the 
general public. After all convenience is still the name of the
game for the majority of people, and known brand names still appeal 
to people who grew up trusting certain brands just by name alone.

The Environmental Working Group: EWGhttp://www.ewg.org
provides examples of pseudo “green” products on their website.

Most of these products are labeled non-toxic and biodegradable. The 
EWG calls this “green-washing” - a way to get a piece of the action in 
the movement towards more natural, wholesome lifestyles; in other 
words, just another marketing tactic that has no foundation in
truth.

Some of the companies don’t state their products are “green” but they 
do put them in green bottles, with green labels and designs that are 
associated with nature. It’s all just marketing designed to adjust your 
mind to accept the product as “natural”. 

Additionally, they will even use the word “natural”  in describing their 
product. The word “natural” is as overused and misinterpreted as 
“holistic”and “organic”. Just because something is natural or organic 
does not mean that it is non-toxic. The word “holistic” is a philosophy 
pertaining to mind, body and spirit wholism so applying this word to 
products doesn’t make much sense. Many “natural and organic” sub-
stances are toxic, case in point is arsenic–which is a naturally occurring 
organic substance.

All of this is to give the consumer the illusion of their products being 
safe to use around your children, pets, and in your home. Companies 
do this because they can, as the guidelines they are allowed to use 
are once again in their favor not the consumer’s. The only stringent 
laws we see being enforced are against those who offer TRUE green, 
natural, wholesome goods and products.

You will discover that it is pretty much a given that these big corpo-
rately owned products are going to be very toxic, synthetic, unsafe 
over the long term, and in many cases disrupt hormones in you, your 
family and pets. The only thing “green” about them is the artificial
coloring of the product itself and/or its packaging!

In fact many of the products can produce allergy and asthma-like 
symptoms if you are exposed to them for any duration due to the very 
toxic ingredients and nature of the products masquerading as “green.”

Warning labels on containers of household, yard, and even personal 
care products refer ONLY to toxins that are hazardous from ingestion, 
however only 10% of health problems from chemicals are caused by 
ingestion. Ninety percent of the health problems are caused by the 
inhalation of vapors and absorption of particles. This would include 
perfume and off-gassing from personal care, household, and yard 
products which negatively affect us and our pets.

This YouTube video names the top ten toxins to avoid and replace
–your health depends upon it!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytyZqbbWuL0

Some of the most toxic products used in the home today but not 
limited to include:

Hair Spray aerosols
Furniture polish
Window cleaners
Air Fresheners
Laundry detergents
Nail polish remover
Insect repellent
Hair styling gel and mousse
Shaving creme
(Source: Healthy Homes in a Toxic World)

Out of 1,435 pesticide poisonings in a 1-year period, over 40% were 
due to exposure to disinfectants and similar cleaning products in the 
home. Women who work in the home have a 54% higher death rate 
from cancer than women who work outside of the home. The inci-
dence of increased asthma and allergies, particularly in women who 
work from home or are stay -at-home moms has increased alarmingly. 
Additionally food allergies and asthma are also due to so many of 
these toxic ingredients being added to food (artificial flavorings, MSG 
also called “natural” flavoring, corn syrup, etc.). These same ingredients 
are also in all commercial pet foods and most pet treats.  
(Sources: State of California Study, 17-year EPA study)

When you consider that our pets are sleeping on the floors we clean 
with these toxic products, breathing the indoor air that is laden with 
the off-gassing of these cleaning and personal care products, it’s no 
wonder that they are presenting with similar illnesses such as allergies, 
asthma, thyroid imbalance, and cancer.

By Kim Bloomer, VND & Jeannie Thomason, VND

katie G
erber©
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While the exposure to indoor pets has not yet been completely evalu-
ated, the Environmental Working Group (EWG) is keeping tabs on the 
rising incidence in pets. In a 2008 report by this group they stated the 
following:

“Dogs and cats were contaminated with 48 of 70 industrial chemicals 
tested, including 43 chemicals at levels higher than those typically 
found in people, according to our study of plastics and food packaging 
chemicals, heavy metals, fire retardants, and stain-proofing chemi-
cals in pooled samples of blood and urine from 20 dogs and 37 cats 
collected at a Virginia veterinary clinic...This study is the most com-
prehensive investigation of the chemical body burden of companion 
animals conducted to date, with 23 chemicals reported in pets for the 
first time. The results reinforce findings from prior studies showing that 
pets’ unique behaviors may place them at risk for elevated exposures 
and health risks from chemicals pollutants in the home and outdoors, 
in air, water, food, soil, and consumer products for people and pets.”
http://www.ewg.org/reports/pets

You will need to become a label detective in this day and age if you, 
your family and your pets are to be well. Here are samplings of ingredi-
ents we make certain are never in our own product choices:

Sodium Lauryl Sulfate– found in most hair care, deodorants, tooth-
pastes, pet grooming products, etc.

Propylene glycol–  (1% different than anti-freeze) is found not only in 
all of the above products, but also in many food products such as ice 
cream, used as a softener. It is certainly not something anyone or any-
thing should be ingesting through the mouth or their skin. Remember
skin is the largest organ and absorbs into the body (both human and 
animal) approximately 60% or greater of what is applied to it.

Aluminum chlorhydrate- Aluminum is linked to severe motor neu-
ron, muscle and brain damage, to Crohn’s disease, Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of dementia in the elderly as well as to Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders in the young and to vaccine linked cancers in pets.
Aluminum in any of its many forms ought to not be in any of these 
products but it is commonly found in deodorants.

One of the most commonly used household products happens to also 
be one of the most toxic: bleach. It is one of the most recommended 
for burns as well as disinfecting kennels, homes, etc. This product is a 
form of chlorine and was also used as a form of weaponry during war-
time. Many dog owners believe this to be the only product that will kill 
parvo in their kennels, veterinary clinics, or grooming salons but as we 
always tell our clients, there is always a natural alternative that is far 
more effective without the toxic side effects.

Another reason these toxic ingredients are created is because they can 
mimic the smell and use of natural ingredients such as lemon and pine 
essential oils. When used in their natural state, the essential oils of pine 
and lemon are efficacious, safe and simply smell good –smell plays a
huge role in our overall well-being , by the way. However, using 
natural ingredients such as truly therapeutic grade essential oils is cost 
prohibitive to the greedy bottom line of these companies. In addition, 
nature’s ingredients are as individual as we are so no two batches of an
herb, essential oil, etc., will ever be identical –that’s how nature 
maintains a proper, healthy ecological balance. But mankind desires a 
specific chemical makeup that is identical in every batch that is made 
for patenting reasons -but therein lies the problem. Nature doesn’t 
replicate in this fashion for good reason. The inconsistency in nature is 
what keeps things in balance; keeps things from evolving into super-
beings. Super-bugs, super-pests, super-weeds all evolve from manu-
factured consistency because they are designed to survive, evolve 
and adapt –which is causing the destruction of the natural balance in 
nature. Re-creating these ingredients synthetically is great for the bot-
tom line of the corporate entities that manufacture them, but not for 
the longterm health and wellbeing of people, animals and the planet.

“Learning what to choose, and how to choose, may be the most impor-
tant education you will ever receive .”  - Dr. Shad Helmstet

We are now going to discuss the natural alternatives. Some products 
may appear to be too expensive to you while others may appear to
be too cheap and simple to actually work. The bottom line is they all 
work very well without the toxic side effects and subsequent medical 
costs that ensue with conventional, chemical-based products. As for 
the more expensive products such as the therapeutic essential oils, 
price is very small in comparison to what you’ll pay in ill health using 
conventional, toxic products. 

We’re going to focus on products to use on yourself, in your home, in 
your yards as well as those for your dogs. The reason why it is impor-
tant to focus on replacing toxic products in all of these areas and not 
just for your pets is because it all affects them as well as you.

Pre-made Products 

The following two companies are ones we recommend and use for 
our own personal and household care: Young Living Essential Oils and 
Ecco bella.

We both have long used the Young Living essential oils, supplements, 
personal care, and their household cleaner. Young Living’s primary 
product is their line of therapeutic grade essential oils and essential oil
blends. All of their products have their essential oils in them. These are 
our favorite products to use as we not only trust the efficacy and
purity of their products but they have been independently tested to 
be pure, medical/therapeutic grade, safe enough to be taken inter-
nally. We use the household cleaner in our laundry, to clean our floors, 
and in spray bottles as surface cleaners and natural disinfectants. We 
both also mix their essential oils with other ingredients such as white 
vinegar, olive oil, baking soda and distilled water to make our own 
pure and safe products to use in our homes. We only recommend 
and use Young Living Essential Oils. We have found that many other 
store- available essential oils are typically adulterated with synthetic 
ingredients and chemicals, making them unsafe and ineffective. In 
addition, Young Living also has a wide variety of skin care, hair care, 
and body car e products to choose from. These products are sold only 
through distributors.

Ecco bella offers very safe cosmetics for women as well as a skin care 
line, although we prefer Young Living’s skin care line.
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Recipes for the Home 

Here are some different way s to create your own household products 
with very inexpensive yet very effective ingredients that are most 
probably already stocked in your pantry:

White Vinegar
White vinegar is a natural organic byproduct of fruits, vegetables 
and grains. It is therefore edible and biodegradable. Vinegar’s acidic 
properties make it “The Perfect Household Cleaner” for its usefulness 
as a stain remover, mold and mildew eliminator, soap scum dissolver, 
chrome polisher, lime de-scaler, fabric softener, room deodorizer, and 
unclogging agent  Various studies have found that vinegar can inhibit 
the growth of some strains of E. coli. Heinz company spokesperson 
Michael Mullen references numerous studies to show that a straight 
5% solution of white vinegar — the kind you can buy in the
supermarket — kills 99% of bacteria, 82% of mold, and 80% of germs 
(viruses.)

Keep a clean spray bottle filled with straight 5% white vinegar in your 
kitchen near your cutting board, and in your bathroom, and use them 
for cleaning. You can safely leave a spraying of white vinegar on your
cutting board before going to bed at night and let it set overnight 
without rinsing. Straight white vinegar is also great for cleaning the 
toilet rim. Just spray it on and wipe off. 

The following are simple recipes that may look too simple and inex-
pensive to work but they are very effective:

All -Purpose Cleaner  -  Orange peels, (save orange peels from several 
oranges) white vinegar, and a 1-quart glass jar. Place enough orange 
peels into the jar to fill it. Cover the peels with the white vinegar. Let it 
sit for approximately 10 days. Then stain out the liquid and use as your 
all - purpose household cleaner. And of course you can now toss out 
the orange peels. Alternatively you can use Young Livings, therapeutic 
grade orange essential oil with the white vinegar and have the same 
effective cleaner. That is what we do when oranges are not in season. 
You may also vary the essential oil, using lavender, lemon, spruce, 
pine, peppermint, tangerine, Citrus Fresh, Purification, and Thieves 
Blend with the vinegar.

Produce -  To clean fruits and vegetables you can just place them 
in the sink with water (hopefully ours is fluoride and chlorine-free) 
and a generous amount of white vinegar and let them soak for a few 
minutes. You do not have to rinse them, just air dry or dry with a paper 
towel. Not only have you just cleaned and disinfected your produce, 
but the vinegar will also stop your berries from growing that inevi-
table fungus, allowing you to keep them fresh longer.

Laundry -  Neither of us personally ever uses laundry soap, softeners, 
or bleach. Instead we use baking soda as the “soap” and white vinegar 
as the “softener/disinfectant/deodorizer”. For the “white” loads you can 
add in hydrogen peroxide for its natural whitening effect. With “dog”
laundry we both use a little of the Thieves household cleaner in ad-
dition to the above as well as Zeolite powder (www.nogc.com/index.
php) if the laundry happens to be very smelly...as can be the case with 
vomit, diarrhea, whelping bedding, etc. Additionally you can choose 
to use a green wash ball that is effective for up to one thousand loads 
of laundry www.gaiam.com/product/greenwash+ball.do–it softens, 
cleans, and disinfects the laundry as well. I (Dr. Kim) personally use this 
particular product and find it very effective.

Floor cleaner -  We also both personally use Thieves Household Clean-
er by Young Living. Dr. Kim’s husband is the floor cleaner and he uses a 
steam floor cleaner that requires no cleaning agents as the steam dis-
infects. However for those of you who want to make your own cleaner, 
you can use ¼ cup of white vinegar in a bucket of warm water with a 
few drops of lemon or pine essential oils for a wonderful scent as well 
as powerful natural disinfectant. Add oregano or cinnamon essential 
oils for their natural antibacterial properties.

Window cleaner -  Once again use a cup of white vinegar mixed with 
about 10 drops of lemon essential oil. Place in a spray bottle and fill 
the rest of the way with 
water. Using a microfiber 
cloth with the spray to 
clean your windows and 
mirrors will ensure they 
come out sparkling clean. 

Wood cleaner -  Use a 
spray bottle; fill 2/3 with 
olive oil, a small amount 
of white vinegar for the 
cleansing action and ap-
proximately 10 -15 drops 
of lemon essential oil. For 
the rest of your dusting
needs you can use a microfiber cloth that attracts the dust. No toxic 
furniture polish is needed.

Air freshener -  With a cobalt blue or amber glass spritzer bottle  
(www.specialtybottle.com) add in 10 drops or more (depending on 
your personal taste and need) of lavender, peppermint, Thieves and 
Purification essential oils (or use them individually) and then fill bottle 
with distilled water. Be sure to shake the bottle before each applica-
tion and use as needed. Additionally we highly recommend getting 
a cold air diffuser (Young Living sells these as do a variety of aroma-
therapy suppliers) and diffuse your home with essential oils. These 
will purify your indoor air as well as put healthy negative ions into it, 
and benefit the health of your entire household including your indoor 
pets, while it will repel most insects.

Going Green
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Top Mosquito-Repellent 

Essential Oils:
Palo Santo, Lemon, Idaho Tansy, Geranium, Citronella (remember that 
the essential oils found on store shelves are not pure and can be in 
fact quite toxic.). Young Living’s Purification blend is a great blend to 
use for repelling a variety of insects including mosquitoes.

The following recipe came to us from our friend Terry Tillaart:
Insect Repellent Recipe #3 (Terry’s Bug Spray)
Get a dark spray bottle (Ideally an 8oz water bottle-or Thieves spray 
bottle and do the following depending on bottle size). Use Massage 
oil to mix with the essential oils (or V-6 by Young Living) mixed with 
water or some rubbing alcohol which will help keep the oils on the 
skin longer requiring less applications or re-applications.

“Billy the Exterminator sprays “eugenol” (Clove Oil) to rid houses of 
spiders, hornets and other creatures.

Here is a recipe that has great insect-deterring properties:
•	 10 drops Thieves (Has lemon, rosemary, clove & cinnamon & 

eucalyptus-all repellents)
•	 10 drops Purification (Citronella is in this blend)
•	 10 drops Melrose
•	 10 drops Cedarwood (Proven to make Citronella more effective 

when combined)
•	 10 drops Eucalyptus Blue or Globulus
•	 10 drops Palo Santo
•	 10 drops Peppermint (Spearmint is even more potent for  

mosquitoes if you have it but you could add both)
•	 10 drops Idaho Tansy
•	 (Lemongrass & Lemon & Geranium if you have them at home 

can be added and are potent repellents just by themselves).This 
recipe gives you a large bottle to last a season depending on  
family size. It is a great alternative to the normal toxic products 
and can safely be used on pets and children when they are all 
Young Living’s essential oils. 

A great book to get as a guide, even though it is a bit old, is The Safe 
Shoppers Bible by Samuel S. Epstein. This book covers so many of the 
toxic chemicals to avoid as well as natural alternatives. 

“Freedom is not merely the opportunity to do as one pleases; neither is 
it merely the opportunity to choose between set alternatives. Freedom 
is, first of all, the chance to formulate the available choices, to argue 
over them -- and then, the opportunity to choose.” ~ C . Wright Mills

This article is intended for educational purposes only. The decision to use or 
not use any information is the sole responsibility of the reader. 

This article is intended to be educational. However, it is not intended to be a 
substitute for diagnosis or treatment from a qualified animal health profes-
sional. Dr. Kim Bloomer, Aspenbloom Pet Care/Dr. Jeannie Thomason of The 
Whole Dog, do not assume any legal responsibility for misuse of the products 
discussed in this article

About the Authors:
Dr. Kim Bloomer a nd Dr. Jeannie Thomason, certified animal naturopaths, Found-
ers of the American Council of Animal Naturopathy , host the weekly internet radio 
show Animal Talk Naturally and both formerly worked in traditional veterinary 
medicine as technicians for many years. Their articles have appeared in various 
publications including Animal Wellness Magazine, Dogs Naturally Magazine, Pet 
Connection Magazine, and Natural Horse Magazine.

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Kim Bloomer, VND & Jeannie Thomason, VND 

Recipes for Personal Care

Toothpaste - This can be as simple as using baking soda and adding 
a few drops of essential oil to the baking soda with each brushing – 
Thieves and peppermint are nice choices for fresh breath and killing 
germs. And to whiten your teeth you can use 3% food-grade hydro-
gen peroxide. There are quite a few books available now on the many 
benefits of using peroxide, white vinegar and baking soda for most of 
our household and personal care needs.

Shampoo -  . Did you know that before Vidal Sassoon came on the 
scene, most Americans washed their hair with baking soda and rinsed 
with apple cider vinegar? I know that may sound like it could not be 
very effective but after reading how simple AND healthy it is for your 
hair, we think adventurous souls will be more than willing to give 
up their expensive, over-rated, toxic shampoos and conditioners to 
try this inexpensive and quite effective wholesome, natural hair care 
remedy: http://simplemom.net/how-to-clean-your-hair-without-
shampoo/. For our dogs we recommend the Animal Scents Shampoo 
& Animal Scents Ointment by Young Living. The ointment doubles a
coat conditioner as well as an all-purpose natural antibiotic ointment 
for cuts, scrapes, etc.

Lotion -  Raw coconut oil makes both a great body moisturizer as 
well as a natural suntan lotion without the heavy chemicals found in 
most conventional products. You can add essential oils for scent but 
coconut oil is so pleasant smelling and it also is great for your overall 
health. In addition it has been known to support the metabolism in 
making it more efficient.

Recipes for the yard and outdoor activities

The most natural and recommended all -purpose yard product to use 
to deter bugs of all kinds is food-grade diatomaceous earth (DE). Used 
for ants, caterpillars, aphids, ticks, fleas, etc., it is inexpensive and
effective although it does have to be re-applied after rain or any wet-
ting of the ground. Recently I (Dr. Kim) had an infestation of caterpil-
lars on some of my herbs and after a good dusting of DE the caterpil-
lars fell to the ground off of the plants giving the wild birds that flock 
to my yard a mid-week feast. We don’t use any type of pesticides or 
herbicides in our yards. We use good old-fashioned well water to
water, and organic fertilizer or compost to feed our yards. The incred-
ible ecosystem you will experience when you go back to this way of 
yard care is wonderful. Your animals and children can safely play in 
your yards and your personal environment will once again be healthy 
in a natural balance. You will not have the perfect Better Homes and 
Garden yard but it will be a healthy and safe one for your loved ones.
We enjoy watching the amazing amount of wildlife and insect life that 
abounds when nature is honored. Plus you will not be adding to the 
groundwater contamination that happens when using toxic conven-
tional yard products that kill off the natural organisms in the ground, 
and forces all of nature within your yard out of balance. That causes a 
domino effect until ultimately the chemicals win out and nature loses.

Additionally is to companion plant. By planting chives and garlic 
throughout your garden you can be assured that no aphids will make 
their unwelcome appearance. A great book to learn more about this is
Carrots Love Tomatoes: Secrets of Companion Planting for Successful 
Gardening by Louise Riotti. 

Here are some recipes using essential oils for battling those pesky 
things like mosquitoes: 

Essential oils also protect plants from insects and they can protect you 
and your dogs as well.
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New Master Agility Champion ( MACH) 9-22-13
 

MACH Tak-A Chance Cole Hamels MXB MJB XF
Mark McGrath Owner/Handler

New  Open  Barn Hunt Title
Ch Tak-A Chance Time Honored   

RE,  AX,  AXJ,  CAA,  RATO
Owned by Susan Saulvester

GCH Merrigangs Wild n Crazy Guy,  
EE 3, MX ,MJ, ME, RN.   

Earns his Endurance Earthdog 3 title as well as his Rally 
Novice title on Montgomery weekend

Owned by Heather Rife

GCH Merrigangs Wild n Crazy Guy,  
EE 3, MX ,MJ, ME, RN.   

Earns his Endurance Earthdog 3 title as well as his Rally 
Novice title on Montgomery weekend

Owned by Heather Rife

CH. Pineterri Forever Trevor 
got his CGC title June 29, 2013.
GCH Rock Village Rumor Has It  

got her CA title on July 13, 2013 
and

 she got her RATI title on 9/7/13
Owned by Lisa Violette

Brags are open to 

ANYONE who subscribes 

to the Talkabout!

Aussie Brags
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New Agility Title
Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu  RN, NA, NAJ

Owner Susan Saulvester Roachan’s Kayi Drifting Snow RAE

   Saturday 10-26-13  received score of Rally advanced 
and Excellent = 94/100 and  96/100

    On Sunday Received scores of Rally Advanced and 
Excellent + 98/100 and 99/100 and first place.  

 This is a first Rally Excellent, Advanced RAE title. 
Owned by Scott McSwain

 New  Novice Barn Hunt Title
 

Tak-A Chance Turning 4 Home  RATN
Owned by Susan Saulvester

Ch Pineterri Gabby Go Girl 
(Ch Temora P’s New Guy in Town x Ch Pineterri Nuthin’s Easy)
 finished her Grand Championship Montgomery 

weekend with Best of Opposite Sex at both Hatboro 
shows (including Raritan Valley Specialty on Friday), 

and Select Bitch at Devon. 
It was a great weekend for Gabby, 

who just turned two years old.
Owned by Gerard Walsh

Send in your

BRAGS!
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Montgomery County Kennel Club
Am. GCH Can Ch. Shastakin  Good Day Girl

Best Opposite Sex
Carol Jablonowski & Esther Krom

Montgomery County Kennel Club
Good Days Danny Danono

Winner’s Dog- 4 point Major
Carol Jablonowski

Barney,  owners: Eileen Wittfelt & Carol Sazama & Kerrie Bryan  
(Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother)  passed all the requirements & 
tests to become a therapy dog with Longmont United Hospital’s TAILS 
(therapy animals in loving service) program on his second birthday.   
A week later Barney passed the requirements needed to be registered 
with Therapy Dogs, Inc.   
 
Fiona, owner: Eileen Wittfelt (Wismiss August Moon Rose, CGC, ThD, 
BN, RA) was accepted into the newly formed Boulder County Comfort 
Dogs in August.  The Boulder Cty. Comfort Dogs are part of a county-
wide emergency team (paramedics, law enforcement, therapy dogs, 
etc.) who will go into action immediately following a disaster.  This 
new program was due to have a ‘disaster practice’ in November ... 
instead in mid-September Boulder County experienced a real disas-
ter when a number of Colorado cities/counties/towns were hit with a 
1000 year flood.  As part of this program Fiona “went to work”  about 
a week after the disaster when she began visiting the FEMA Recovery 
Centers in both Longmont & Lyons, Colorado, Fiona continues her 
visits with FEMA clients and staff spreading cheer & smiles.  A photo 
of Fiona wearing her ‘good witch’ costume is included (#270049) ... 
which she wore when visiting both FEMA Recovery Centers on Hallow-
een day.
 
Glory  owner: Eileen Wittfelt passed all the requirements needed to be 
registered with Therapy Dogs, Inc.  Glory visits two senior 
housing facilities and most recently visited regularly with a 
hospice patient.   

Barney, Fiona & Glory are loved, trained & handled by Eileen. 
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CH Spalpeen Supa Troopa OHoriglen
Turbo gained his championship points at the age of 9 months 

 He is a multiple Class In Group and In Show winner, 
has taken Best of Breed at almost every outing and 

gained his first Group 1 win last weekend.

He is a great grandson of my Grand Champion 
Horrieglen Flash O Blue.
owned by Diana Fenton  

Australia

This year has been a banner agility year for Mark McGrath and 
Hamels. Mark started agility with our first small dog, first Australian 
terrier and first performance dog, Foster.  Foster and Mark learned 
the new sport of agility together and while the road to titles was not 
smooth, team Mark and Foster earned many firsts.  This year a second 
team, Mark and Hamels achieved a new set of firsts.

In June, Hamels became the second Australian Terrier to earn the 
USDAA Agility Dog Champion Title (ADCH).  Foster earned the first 
ADCH eleven years ago earning him a place in the record books.  From 
the beginning we had hoped that Hamels would follow up that title 
with a second Aussie ADCH.  We worried over whether Hamels would 
measure into the USDAA 12” jump height (it was close) and prove 
competitive in the fast, challenging USDAA venue.  Once again the 
path to the title was not smooth, but Hamels measured exactly 12” 
and proved to be up to the competition and has added his name to 
the USDAA record books.

Competing in the USDAA events slowed Hamels’ MACH quest, result-
ing in a perfect storm for tradition; twelve years after the first Aus-
tralian terrier (Foster) earned an AKC MACH, on the same field, same 
weekend, same club and same day (Sunday), Hamels and Mark earned 
their first MACH.  When Foster earned the first Aussie MACH, friends 
came early or came even if they weren’t entered, to see the team make 
history.  Now that MACHs are commonplace, with Hamels competing 
against dogs that have MACH 22, there was not the suspense or hul-
laballoo, and while we couldn’t have planned it if we had tried, it was 
the perfect day for MACH Tak-A Chance Cole Hamels ADCH.

BISS GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc 
Reserve Best in Show

11-23-2013 
Brandon Florida Kennel Club 

Judge James Fredericksen 
owned by: Zane Smith 
bred by: Julie Seaton 

handled by: Kellie Dahlberg 
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

Autumn has always been my favorite time of year.  I love the mild days 
and cool nights, the impossibly blue sky, the scent of falling leaves 
and woodsmoke.  Some of my favorite songs, like Autumn Leaves and 
Lullaby of the Leaves, evoke an autumnal feeling.  

Recently I was raking leaves, letting my mind roam and enjoying the 
weather, while the dogs helped me work.  Lib and Copper match the 
leaves in color and looked pretty autumnal themselves as they flew 
around the yard, crashing through the leaf piles and playing bitey-
face, with older sister Schatzi right behind.  

All too soon, my favorite season will give way to winter and a new 
year.  It’s time to think about goals for myself and my pack for 2014. 

This has been a great year for the Red Dogs and for Libby in particular.  
In April of 2014, we’ll celebrate our fourth anniversary as a team.  How 
time flies!  For a little girlie who didn’t know “Sit” when she came to 
me, she has come such a long way.  This sum-
mer and fall, we earned not one, but two com-
bined titles in WCR (formerly APDT) rally, the 
ARCH and the ARCHX.  To do this, we needed 
scores of greater than 190 (for the ARCH) and 
195 (for the ARCHX) in both level 1, on-lead, 
and level 2, off-lead, during the same trial.  I 
wasn’t sure if she had the mental stamina to do 
4 to 6 runs in the same day, but she proved over 
the 10 trials that we entered that she is both 
a worker and a thinker.  Our lowest score was 
a 197 and we had several perfect runs at 210 
(max score being 200 plus an optional 10-point 
bonus).  To say I was thrilled was an understate-
ment!  Two beautiful purple and gold ribbons, 
both longer than she is tall, now grace our 
ribbon display.  

I hadn’t set out to concentrate on rally this 
year, but that’s how it turned out and it was a 
lovely surprise.  Lib has become my little worker 
bee, the one I can depend on in rally, while 
her Golden brother is the clown and makes 
everyone laugh.  Copper’s scores are good, but 
she consistently beats him in points.  She’s not 
flashy, but she’s steady, and her little tail wags the whole time we’re 
on course.  One judge pointed out to me that when we changed pace 
and heeled slow, then fast, her tail wagged slower or faster depending 
on our speed!  Oh, the things you wish you could see!

My goal for Lib in 2014 is getting her comfortable with distance.  
Right now, she worries when I’m too far away from her.  She gets so 
anxious about coming back to me that anything that comes between 
us, whether a jump or a verbal command, is often out of her picture 
entirely.  It will take patience and gradually increasing the distance 
between us to get her more comfortable.  

For myself, I need to bring my training skills into sharper focus, not 
asking too much of Libby before she’s ready.  I need to remember to 
break these new exercises down into their smallest components and 
practice each piece thoroughly before attempting to combine them.  
I often remind my students not to rush through foundation training; 
looks like I’ll need to take my own advice in this coming year!

Being able to work distance with Libby will enable us to compete 
at the beginner level in Companion Dog Sports Program, or CDSP, 
which is offered by several clubs in my area.  Some basic obedience 
exercises, including the figure 8, a heeling pattern, and an honor, are 
required, and the setting is less formal than traditional obedience.  
Copper and I were very successful and earned our beginner level title 
our first time out.  With some practice and patience—oh, and did I 
mention treats?—I’m sure Lib will follow in her big brother’s paw-
prints.  And don’t forget AKC’s new Beginner Novice and Graduate 
Novice classes!  Copper is paving the way for his little sister in those 

also, but we need that distance 
work in order to be successful.  
Hey, Copper, put a word or two 
in her ear while she’s asleep, 
would you?

Lib and I had a good time in 
agility as well.  She will never 
be the athlete that her Golden 
brother is, but she enjoys it 
so much, and we earned our 
second TMAG in Teacup Agility 
in November.  This requires 10 
qualifying scores in the Games 
classes above and beyond 
the Superior title, and can be 
earned multiple times.  Our 
Thursday night classmates have 
such a good time watching us 
and tell me that the whole time 
we’re on course and she’s run-
ning beside me, she’s smiling 
that big Aussie grin.  Distance 
will help us here as well.  The 
more confident she gets and 

the less I have to babysit her on course, the faster and smoother we 
will be as a team.

So give this some thought.  Where would you like to be at this time 
next year, and how will you get there?  Every year brings with it many 
twists and turns, so I wouldn’t be at all surprised to exceed my goals 
and expectations.  The Red Dogs and I wish all of our friends lots of 
fun times in 2014 in whatever ring you choose, and lots of ribbons 
and trophies!  

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

HOW TO ACHIEVE THE TITLE OF CH IN THE UK SHOW RING

There was an excellent “Viewpoint” in the October 2013 edition of The 
Kennel Gazette and I thought I would center my article on it for this 
edition of The Talkabout.  

The Kennel Gazette is The Kennel Club’s official publication and has 
been for the past 130 years but, sadly, that is about to change as of 
January 1, 2014, when an online journal will become available to 
Club Secretaries and Kennel Club members instead of the hard-copy 
magazine.

The Kennel Club’s Champion or Show Champion title is one of the 
most sought-after awards in dog showing.  Border Collies and 
Gundogs become Sh Chs and can only achieve the title of “full” Ch 
when they demonstrate their ability to do the work they were origi-
nally intended to do in competitive sheepdog trials or in the field.

What is required for a dog to achieve the title of Ch in the UK? The 
answer is that a dog or bitch must achieve three Challenge Certificates 
(referred to as CCs) under three different judges at Ch shows where 
CCs are on offer to the breed. One of those CCs must be won after 
the dog is over the age of 12 months. There is no limit to the number 
of CCs a dog can win and there are no rules to say that a dog cannot 
win more than one CC from the same judge, although most people 
will not show the same dog under that judge again except possibly 
at Crufts and at Breed Club Ch shows. In our case, that distinction lies 
with The Australian Terrier Club of Great Britain’s Ch show in late July 
of each year. 

At Ch shows, judges must declare a Best of Sex and a Reserve Best of 
Sex in case the Best of Sex winner is subsequently disqualified, such 
as on a technicality.  At Ch shows where CCs are on offer, the CC and 
Reserve CC are awarded to the dog that is declared Best of Sex and 
Reserve Best of Sex.  However, this is providing the judge is very much 
of the opinion that those dogs are of such outstanding merit as to be 
worthy of the title of Ch. Judges can withhold the CC from dogs they 
feel are not of good enough quality and, in fact, judges are expected 
to withhold where this is deemed to be appropriate.

The rules for the title of Ch have remained essentially the same since 
Ch shows began in the UK in the latter half of the 1800s.

On occasion, dogs that are worthy of their Ch title do not manage to 
achieve it.  That isn’t because they are not top-quality dogs but be-
cause an exhibit is being shown at most, if not all, of the UK Ch shows 
where CCs are on offer for their breed and because that one exhibit is 
of such outstanding quality it is the one that is winning the vast ma-
jority, and sometimes all, of the available CCs. That can happen over 
quite a lengthy period of time so there are exhibits which never attain 
the title of Ch that, in other circumstances and at another time, would 
easily achieve their Ch title. When a dog is winning extensively, exhibi-
tors often feel there is little point in them showing. As a consequence, 
Ch shows see a drop in the number of entries. There have been times 
when truly “great” dogs have been shown which amassed 40/50/60+ 
CCs and, on rare occasions, there have been dogs which amassed over 
100 CCs. 

People have at times expressed the view that when great dogs are 
winning all before them, including Groups and Best in Show awards, 
the rules for gaining the title of Ch should be revised to enable high-
quality exhibits which are consistently being beaten by these “top” 
dogs to gain their Ch title. Various suggestions have been put forward 
over the years, but to date. not one of these has been implemented. 

One proposal that has been suggested is to have a Champions class, 
as is the case in the United States. The winner of the Champions class 
could compete for Best of Breed, but not for the CC. However, it is 
felt that administration of that would be more complicated than the 
current system and would require a greater level of monitoring from 
everyone concerned, i.e., exhibitors, show organizers, and The Kennel 
Club itself. 

Also, would dogs which have qualified for the title of Ch be able to 
compete in the same class/classes for which they were eligible at the 
date of close of entries, as is the case at the moment, for subsequent 
shows, or would they need to move up to the Champions class? 

Suggestions have also been put forward whereby a dog or bitch which 
has won numerous Reserve CCs can attain their Ch title because a cer-
tain number of Res CCs should become equivalent to a CC. However, 
the problem with that proposal is that a dog or bitch may never have 
actually won the “top” award - i.e., the CC - but because they had won 
several Res CCs, they could then achieve the title of Ch. Many would 
see that anomaly as being unacceptable.

To date, the General Committee of The Kennel Club has not been 
persuaded to consider changing the rules governing how the Ch title 
is achieved and, to be honest, I don’t see them doing so any time soon. 
History shows it works, so why change it? 
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The duration of immunity for Rabies vaccine, Canine distemper vac-
cine, Canine Parvovirus vaccine, Feline Panleukopenia vaccine, Feline 
Rhinotracheitis, feline Calicivirus, have all been demonstrated to be a 
minimum of 7 years by serology for rabies and challenge studies for all 
others.

In the Duration of Immunity to Canine Vaccines: What We Know and 
What We Don’t Know, Proceedings – Canine Infectious Diseases: From 
Clinics to Molecular Pathogenesis, Ithaca, NY, 1999, Dr. Ronald Schultz, 
a veterinary immunologist at the forefront of vaccine research and 
chair of the University of Wisconsin’s Department of Pathobiological 
Sciences, outlines the DOI for the following vaccines:

Minimum Duration of Immunity for Canine Vaccines:

Distemper- 7 years by challenge/15 years by serology
Parvovirus – 7 years by challenge/ 7 years by serology
Adenovirus – 7 years by challenge/ 9 years by serology
Canine rabies – 3 years by challenge/ 7 years by serology

Dr. Schultz concludes:  “Vaccines for diseases like distemper and ca-
nine parvovirus, once administered to adult animals, provide lifetime 
immunity.”  “Are we vaccinating too much?” JAVMA, No. 4, August 15, 
1995, pg. 421.

Yet vets continue to vaccinate annually.  Dog owners feel that their 
vets are doing their dogs a great service by vaccinating every three 
years instead of annually – why do we allow it when these studies 
were done over thirty years ago and have been replicated time and 
again by other researchers?

Ian Tizard states:  
“With modified live 
virus vaccines like 
canine parvovirus, 
canine distemper and 
feline panleukopenia, 
calicivirus, and rhi-
notracheitis the virus 
in the vaccine must 
replicate to stimulate 

the immune system. In a patient that has been previously immunized, 
antibodies from the previous vaccine will block the replication of 
the new vaccinal virus. Antibody titers are not significantly boosted. 
Memory cell populations are not expanded. The immune status of the 
patient is not enhanced.

After the second rabies vaccination, re-administration of rabies vac-
cine does not enhance the immune status of the patient at one or two 
year intervals.  We do not know the interval at which re-administration 
of vaccines will enhance the immunity of a significant percentage of 
the pet population, but it is certainly not at one or two year intervals.
Tizard Ian, Yawei N, Use of serologic testing to assess immune status of 
companion animals, JAVMA, vol 213, No 1, July 1, 1998.

“The recommen-
dation for annual 
re-vaccination is a 
practice that was 
officially started 
in 1978.”  says Dr. 
Schultz.  “This rec-
ommendation was 
made without any 
scientific valida-
tion of the need to 
booster immunity 
so frequently. In fact 
the presence of 
good humoral antibody levels blocks the anamnestic response to vac-
cine boosters just as maternal antibody blocks the response in some 
young animals.”

He adds:  “The patient receives no benefit and may be placed at seri-
ous risk when an unnecessary vaccine is given. Few or no scientific 
studies have demonstrated a need for cats or dogs to be revaccinated. 
Annual vaccination for diseases caused by CDV, CPV2, FPLP and FeLV 
has not been shown to provide a level of immunity any different from 
the immunity in an animal vaccinated and immunized at an early 
age and challenged years later. We have found that annual revaccina-
tion with the vaccines that provide long-term immunity provides no 
demonstrable benefit.”

Lifelong Immunity –  
                              Why Vets Are Pushing Back
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Why then, have vets not embraced the concept of lifelong 
immunity in dogs?

“Profits are what vaccine critics believe is at the root of the profession’s 
resistance to update its protocols. Without the lure of vaccines, clients 
might be less inclined to make yearly veterinary visits. Vaccines add 
up to 14 percent of the average practice’s income, AAHA reports, and 
veterinarians stand to lose big.  I suspect some are ignoring my work,” 
says Schultz, who claims some distemper vaccines last as long as 15 
years. “Tying vaccinations into the annual visit became prominent 
in the 1980s and a way of practicing in the 1990s. Now veterinarians 
don’t want to give it up.”

The report of the American Animal Hospital Association Canine Vac-
cine Taskforce in JAAHA (39 March/April 2003)3 includes the following 
information for vets:

‘Misunderstanding, misinformation and the conservative nature of our 
profession have largely slowed adoption of protocols advocating de-
creased frequency of vaccination’; ‘Immunological memory provides 
durations of immunity for core infectious diseases that far exceed the 
traditional recommendations for annual vaccination.’

‘This is supported by a growing body of veterinary information  as 
well-developed epidemiological vigilance in human medicine that 
indicates immunity induced by vaccination is extremely long lasting 
and, in most cases, lifelong.’

Both the AAHA and the AVMA must do more to “step up to the plate” 
says noted immu-
nologist, Dr. Rich-
ard Ford. But the 
reality is the vets 
do not have to 
listen to the AAHA 
or the AVMA and 
it appears the 
state veterinary 
medical boards 
are not interested 
in enforcing vac-
cine schedules, opting to leave it up to the individual vet.

Dr. Bob Rogers hired a Chicago based law firm and initiated a class ac-
tion suit for pet owners who were not given informed consent and full 
disclosure prior to vaccination administration. His article entitled “The 
Courage to Embrace the Truth”, states “While attending conferences 
like WSVMA and NAVMC I have asked over 400 DVMs from various 
parts of the country if they attended the seminars on New Vaccination 
Protocols. I was told by all but one, “I don’t care what the data says, I 
am not changing.” One DVM here on VIN even said “I am not changing 
until the AVMA makes me change.”

It seems that pet owners are against the wall when it comes to vacci-
nation. The obvious conclusion is that pet owners who are concerned 
about the long term health of their companion animals must take it 
upon themselves to research vaccines, duration of immunity and vac-
cine dangers. At the very least, question every vaccine that goes into 
your animal – but none of the above information indicates you will get 
an honest or well-informed answer.

Be your dog’s advocate – protect him with knowledge and by taking a 
stand against unnecessary vaccination. His life may depend on it!

Copyright of Dogs Naturally Magazine, reproduced with permission 2013 
dogsnaturallymagazine.com

12 Days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; The Santa topper 
from the Christmas tree.

On the second day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Two leaking 
bubble lights And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the third day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Three punctured 
ornaments Two leaking bubble lights And the Santa topper from the 
Christmas tree.

On the fourth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Four broken 
window candles Three punctured ornaments Two leaking bubble 
lights and the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the fifth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Five chewed-up 
stockings Four broken window candles Three punctured ornaments 
Two leaking bubble lights and the Santa topper from the Christmas 
tree.

On the sixth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Six yards of 
soggy ribbon Five chewed-up stockings Four broken window candles 
Three punctured ornaments Two leaking bubble lights and the Santa 
topper from the Christmas tree.

On the seventh day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Seven scraps 
of wrapping paper Six yards of soggy ribbon Five chewed-up stock-
ings Four broken window candles Three punctured ornaments Two 
leaking bubble lights and the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the eighth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Eight tiny 
reindeer fragments Seven scraps of wrapping paper Six yards of soggy 
ribbon Five chewed-up stockings Four broken window candles Three 
punctured ornaments Two leaking bubble lights and the Santa topper 
from the Christmas tree.

On the ninth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; My wreath in 
nine pieces Eight tiny reindeer fragments Seven scraps of wrapping 
paper Six yards of soggy ribbon Five chewed-up stockings Four bro-
ken window candles Three punctured ornaments Two leaking bubble 
lights and the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the tenth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Ten Christmas 
cards I shoulda mailed My wreath in nine pieces Eight tiny reindeer 
fragments Seven scraps of wrapping paper Six yards of soggy ribbon 
Five chewed-up stockings Four broken window candles Three punc-
tured ornaments Two leaking bubble lights and the Santa topper from 
the Christmas tree.

On the eleventh day of Christmas my puppy gave to me; Eleven 
unwrapped presents Ten Christmas cards I shoulda mailed My wreath 
in nine pieces Eight tiny reindeer fragments Seven scraps of wrapping 
paper Six yards of soggy ribbon Five chewed-up stockings Four bro-
ken window candles Three punctured ornaments Two leaking bubble 
lights and the Santa topper from 
the Christmas tree.

On the twelfth day of Christmas 
my puppy gave to me; A dozen 
puppy kisses and I forgot all 
about the other eleven days.

 - Elise Lewis
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH2 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS MJG
MACH Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MXB MJB XF
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXB MXJ MJB 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX MXJ ME EE2 
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJB OF
CH Tak-A-Chance Time Honored RE AX AXJ NF CAA RATN
 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
 

     

GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
GCH CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Ryba’s A Bit Risque
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master      ** 1 Best in Show
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip 
GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
           CH Temora American Maid
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is    
      

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

    Jan 1, 2013 to October 31st, 2013*
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles from July 2013 to September 2013. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                        July 2013

CHAMPION
CH Aristas Million Dollar Baby
Breeder: Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot To Trot BN RN 
Breeder: Darlene Evans & Thalia Rott & Sue Bachman
Owner: Thalia Rott
RALLY NOVICE
Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu RN NAJ
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Susan Saulvester
EXCELLENT AGILITY JUMPER
The Farm’s Top Flight NA AXJ NF
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt
AGILITY FAST EXCELLENT
Tak-A Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ MJB XF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Mark McGrath
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Christhill Azxucar CDX RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Karen Smith

                                          August 2013

CHAMPION
CH Dreamtime The Duchess
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
Breeder: Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
RALLY EXCELLENT
Greyrock Soaring To Heaven CDX BN GN RE MX MXJ NF
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
EXCELLENT AGILITY JUMPER
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN OA AXJ
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
COURSING ABILITY
GCH CH Rock Village Rumor Has It CA
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Lisa Violette
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX BN RE AX OAJ
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin

     September 2013 

CHAMPION
CH Ryba’s Lori My Darlin’
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Lisa Nance
CH The Farm’s Fly Like The Wind 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Ellen Shields
CH The Farm’s Flying Start 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sheila Dunn
COURSING ABILITY
GCh CH Redhawk Roachan’s One For The Road CA
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Ann Roache & Eva Campbell 
OPEN AGILITY
Ch Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN OA OAJ
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
COMPANION DOG 
Greyrock Mister Chief CD BN RN
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Auseret Little Yellow Jacket CDX RN
Breeder: Teresa Cleland
Owner: Jill Faulmann
MASTER BRONZE JUMPER
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ MJB OF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester 
Owner: Mark McGrath
NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER
Tak-A-Chance Song Sung Bleu RN NAJ
Breeder: Susan Saulvester 
Owner: Susan Saulvester
NOVICE AGILITY
Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu RN NA NAJ
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Susan Saulvester
MASTER AGILITY CHAMPION
MACH Tak-A Chance Cole Hamels MXB MJB XF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Mark McGrath
RALLY NOVICE
Zantoka Morning Sun RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
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2014 ATCA Calendar
Order Your Copy NOW!   

Limited Quantities

Calendars will be shipped in October.

Each month another gorgeous picture of an Aussie,  Photo Cover Contest Runner Ups and Honorable Mentions 
and pictures of loving Aussies that have passed on.   Once supply is depleted there will be no more.   Do not wait 
to order.  Make sure to include number of calendars and address to ship them to. (Include your 
email address in case of questons regarding your order.)

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING & HANDLING
    US & Canada              All Other Countries
 1 Calendar     $17.50     $22.50
 2 Calendars     $33.90     $38.50
 3 Calendars     $50.95     $55.95
 4 Calendars     $67.80     $72.80

Any questions contact:  Darlene Evans at             darlenevans@earthlink.net                  or call 510-599-5383

Send check to:  Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA, 255 N. El Cielo Rd, Suite 140-274, Palm Springs, CA  92262-6974
                    

 OR -- Purchase through the Australian Terrier Store at        www.australianterrier.org                   
OR -- Use your Paypal account and send correct amount to         atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com



A skilled breeder, like an artist, recognizes the need for  
constructive criticism, and makes a regular practice of  

seeking critical advice from informed sources.



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org
 

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977


