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Message from the President
Dr William Christensen

[CDC Genomics and Health Impact Blog: “Think 
before you spit.  Our knowledge of the potential 
benefits and harms of these tests is incomplete 
at best.”]

Human genetic testing has been much in the 
news, and I think that anyone who watches TV is 
familiar with the ads for ancestory.com.    Al-

though the stated purpose of their DNA saliva tests is a genetic back-
ground search relative to country or area of origin, once one releases 
the DNA source, the genetic material provided is no longer the donor’s 
personal property.   Canine genetic screening is also highly pro-
moted, either for a purpose like that of ancestory.com, defining which 
ancestral breeds may have contributed to a mixed-breed dog, or for 
panoramic screening for genetic markers of possible disease.   Once 
again, this genetic material becomes the property of the one who pos-
sesses it, and the reasons for which it may be used may be different 
from what the owner anticipated.    This is what happened to the The 
Bulldog Club of America two years ago.   Club members had contrib-
uted DNA specimens to a respected university-based researcher for 
what was purported to be a genetic study of the inheritance of coat 
color, but which instead morphed into a publication which empha-
sized the small gene pool in the breed and for which out-crossing with 
other breeds was recommended as a remedy.

The New York Times published an article as well as an opinion piece 
this October with the titles: “Test Your Own Genetics, With Care,” and 
“Personal Genetic Testing Is Here.  Do We Need It?”  Genetics screen-
ing for both dogs and people has expanded from lab tests ordered by 
a medical provider to an available public service.   However, genetic 
tests, like other medical tests, are probability-based, and most people 
do not have the medical genetics background or sufficient statistical 
information about the sensitivity, specificity and predictive value of 
a positive test to appropriately interpret the results.   As the The New 
York Times article states:  “Some consumers may be led astray by ge-
netic findings that are overblown or irrelevant.”   Although medical ge-
netics counselling is available for people who discover that that have 
a mutation linked to a disease, currently that is a much less available 
specialty for dog owners.   The AKC is working with those veterinary 
schools which offer AKC/CHF sponsored theriogenology fellowships to 
ensure that genetics counselling is included in their curricula.   Eventu-
ally these veterinarians trained in reproductive medicine will become 
a resource for genetic counselling.

In the meantime, the responsible dog breeder should proceed with 
caution.   A useful tool is the still-evolving website DogWellNet.com, 
sponsored by the International Partnership for Dogs.  Since canine 
genetic tests are not subject to FDA regulation as are human tests, it 
is hoped that the companies offering these tests will post data on the 
quality and validity of those test which they are marketing.   Should a 
club wish to proceed or recommend genetic testing, the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation is a useful source of information on the applicabil-
ity of a test and the scientific rigor with which its validity has been 
verified.   

At present, there seems to be a concern amongst 
Australian Terrier breeders about the appropriateness
 of testing for degenerative myelopathy.   Although 
the University of Missouri has found evidence of the 
SOD1 mutation causing DM in many breeds, it is 
unclear as to the actual prevalence of the disease in 
Australian Terriers.  This is a disease which first attacks
 the spinal cord in the T3-L3 region, leading to spastic paralysis of the 
rear legs, but then extends up and down the cord, so that the dog 
ends-up unable to breathe or swallow. Although this is an autosomal 
dominant gene, there is incomplete penetrance so that carriers are 
less likely to develop the disease but carry a 50% chance of passing on 
the gene to their progeny.  The overall frequency of this gene is 33% 
in affected breeds.  Although Wire Fox Terriers have a 98% frequency 
of this gene, they do not develop the disease, so other factors must be 
involved.  In Boxers and Pembroke Corgis, full expression of the disease 
occurs in homozygotes for the gene.  German Shepherds are variously 
affected.   In Bernese Mountain Dogs, a different mutation at the same 
locus has been discovered.   Recent data from the University of Mis-
souri show that 3 of 7 Australian Terriers tested positive as carriers of 
the gene.  Until last year verification of the disease required a complex 
histopathologic evaluation of post-mortem spinal cord tissue.   Now, 
there is a spinal fluid test which promises to be specific for presence 
of the disease, the clinical presentation of which may be mimicked 
by many other conditions.   I will ask Dr. Jerome Bell, a prominent 
veterinary geneticist at Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine, Tufts 
University, to cover this topic in his educational day presentation at 
the Asheville convention on May 24, 2018.   Dr. Bell is an outstanding 
teacher and researcher, and anyone interested in genetics testing, 
whether applied to humans or dogs, should attend.

The very negative impact of relying on a genetic test the results of 
which, when applied to a breed with a low prevalence of the condition, 
may result in significant false-positive tests, is that otherwise useful 
stud dogs will be eliminated from the breed.   As Mark Dunn’s analysis 
of the AKC statistics regarding Australian Terries, which appears in this 
issue of the Talkabout reveal, there has been a continuing decline in 
population numbers.   Those who are trying to preserve other mamma-
lian species threatened with extinction have stated that a breed stock 
of fewer than 200 animals represents a real threat to genetic diversity, 
and it seems to me that we may be approaching this number in our 
breed.   Dr. Bell has studied this issue in many dog breeds and will also 
address it in his 2018 Education Day presentation.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary Report: Julie Seaton had nothing new to 
report.  

Treasurer Report on end of Fiscal Year & Membership Renewal 
Count:  Darlene Evans  

•	 End of Fiscal Year Report/Mike Manderfeld contact:  Expects to 
have reports ready for board and Mike Manderfeld by end of 
August.  

•	 Membership Count after dues:  Darlene provided a list of those 
not renewing.  159 current members

•	 Digital Roster:  Darlene provided a PDF and Excel listing of the 
current members.  The PDF version will be sent out to the mem-
bership and be updated quarterly and/or as needed.  The Excel 
version is for the Board.  

•	 Credit/Debit Cards to Officers/Committee Chairs as needed:  
Board Action:  Board gave unanimous approval to provide Bank 
of America credit/debit cards to those officers and committee 
chairs specified by the treasurer and approved by the board.  The 
limit will be up to $500.   
Board Action:  Board gave unanimous approval for the treasurer 
to provide the Bank of America credit/debit cards to the Aussie 
Store Chair, The Talkabout Editor, the Calendar Chair, the National 
Specialty Chair, and Recording Secretary.   

Old Business:
AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Awards: No names posted on AKC 
website for ATCA Winners.  Whose job and what is the procedure?  
Alexa Samarotto will look up the past winners; find out the procedure 
for getting them posted on AKC website and report back at the Sep-
tember teleconference meeting.  

JEC Update on measuring dogs at specialties: Moved to September 
teleconference 

AKC Breed Video at Asheville Update: Alexa Samarotto – has been 
unable to contact the AKC individual.  She will keep trying and report 
back next month.  

New Business:
AKC Controversy re: Re-instatement after DQ – to be voted on by 
Delegates in September. 

Discussion was held for Bill Christensen, AKC Delegate, to get Board 
feedback on the question to be put before the delegates at their Sep-
tember meeting regarding AKC re-instatement process after a dog has 
been disqualified.  Since the question is likely to be split and present-
ed differently from its original form, Bill will give careful consideration 
to its content and vote accordingly in the best interest of ATCA.  

Proposed Pacific Northwest Australian Terrier Regional Club:  
Pamela Levy requested Board approval.  After discussion, it was de-
termined the Board has no objection to Pamela proceeding with the 
process to acquire permission from AKC to form a Pacific Northwest 
Local Specialty Club.  However, the ATCA Board cannot sign off on 
approval of such a club until presented with the application which has 
been approved by AKC.  

Meeting Adjourned @ 7:03 p.m. PDT
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Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Julie Seaton 

Fourth Quarter 2017 

AKC email scam warning received, sent to Webmaster to forward to 
membership.

National Breed Club Rescue application received from Westminster KC 
& AKC. Forwarded to ATR secretary Susan Saulvester.

Westminster KC Meet & Compete forms received, forwarded to Rita 
Farmer,  Public Education Chair

Catalogue Advertising for 2018 WKC Show email received, sent to 
BOD to review

Westminster Breed Club advertising sent to BOD for review

Montgomery KC show 2018 information sent to Alexa Samaratto for 
review

Membership Applications:

Geoffrey Rowland, CA 
Sponsors are Eve Steele & Katherine Vega

Katrina Klaren, CO
Sponsors are Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama

Katherine Wakeman, CO 
Sponsors are Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Fourth Quarter 2017

ATCA Board Teleconference Minutes, August 21, 2017

Minutes approved August 30, 2017

Call to Order: 6:04 p.m. PDT
Present: Bachman, Christensen, Evans, Gaudet, Massey, Platte, Popo-
vits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, Yates   
Absent: Bryan and Gersin

Establish quorum; appoint a time-keeper: Alexa Samarotto

Minutes: From July Annual Board Meeting previously reviewed and 
approved

Vice President Report on Bylaws and Standing Rules Status: Grace 
Massey had nothing new to report.  



Archive Committee Update:  Darlene - Committee will contact AKC’s 
Brynn White for updated information.  

Board Action July 2011: ATCA ARCHIVES – Send the ATCA Archives (hard cop-
ies as well as any digital originals, e.g., Newsletters) for permanent storage 
to the AKC Archival Storage Service for preservation and eventual access by 
authorized researchers. A Deed of Gift to the AKC will be signed by ATCA giving 
permission for others who have access to AKC’s Archives to use these materials 
for research.  

Updates of Officer Job Description:  Due October 1st - Sherrill - re-
minder

Changes to Awards:   Darlene Evans suggests for BOB. BOB Sweeps, 
BV Sweeps 
Adding $50 and giving no certificate or adding $50 to certificate 
which will be mailed later.  Printing of the certificates to have ready for 
the banquet is the issue.  After discussion, the board wanted to keep it 
the same, not give $50, and add a card or preprinted generic certifi-
cate to hand out at the banquet with the real certificate sent out later.  
Decision on how to handle it each year will be left up to the Recording 
Secretary. 

New Business:
Judges Education Mentoring Program –Kerrie Bryan – JEC Commit-
tee presented the following: 
•	 JEC Mentor Application/Approval Process Form and JEC Mentor 

Agreement Form – Discussion held and suggestion made to in-
clude notification to the applicant of their status within 1 month 
of completion of the process.  These forms will be made available 
on the Judges’ Education page on the ATCA Website.  Jeanne 
Popovits will be working on writing a new test.  

•	 Examples of ATCA Certificates for JE Seminar Attendance for 
Breed Study and a separate one for Breed Study and Workshop 
following information from AKC’s Mentoring Update.  

•	 JEC Measuring Guidelines Proposal, a copy of ATCA’s 1980 Mea-
surements Form, and AKC’s Weighing and Measuring Guidelines.  
Discussion followed and one suggestion made:  to add to guide-
lines that dogs must be 3 years or older.  These guidelines will be 
used to comply with the ATCA Board Action noted below:  

Sept 2015, Chattanooga - Judges Education Committee: (beginning at Chat-
tanooga Specialty) will offer to measure all Special winners over 3 years old 
to include BOB, BOS, Select Dog and Bitch, and BOW if 3 years or older, if 
approved by their owners.  Registration Numbers will be used to identify the 
dogs and they will only be measured once.  Dogs and Bitches will be sampled 
separately and the Data will be posted anonymously on the Website.      [It will 
become the duty of the Judges Education Committee to keep this information 
strictly confidential, with no individual data release, only aggregate data.]

Issues Arising from 11-12 September AKC Delegate Meeting:  Bill 
Christensen - 
•	 Archive survey issued by Brynn White, AKC Library and Archives.    

The Archive Committee will complete the survey and contact 
Brynn White for ideas and instructions on what and how best to 
archive from ATCA.  

•	 AKC Market place “tool” – Rita Farmer as Public Education Com-
mittee Chair has the tool to edit and update information on 
the AKC Marketplace as needed.  Contact her about changes or 
problems.  

•	 Bill and Alexa reported on the stiff opposition to an apparent AKC 
Board proposal to eliminate limited registration as an option.  
You can read more on this subject on Bill’s recent AKC Delegate 
Report.  

Meeting Adjourned @ 7:02 p.m. PDT

 

ATCA Board Teleconference Minutes, September 18, 2017

Minutes approved October 4, 2017

Call to Order: 6:03 p.m. PDT
Present:  Bachman, Bryan, Christensen, Evans, Gaudet, Gersin, Massey, 
Platte, Popovits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, Yates  

Establish quorum; appoint a time-keeper:   Alexa Samarotto

Congratulations from ATCA:  At AKC’s last Delegate meeting, two 
ATCA Members, Alexa Samarotto, Bronx County Kennel Club and Ida 
Ellen Weinstock, Montgomery County Kennel Club, were recognized 
for their 25 years of service as AKC Delegates. 
 
Minutes:  From August Annual Board Meeting previously reviewed 
and approved

Vice President Report on Bylaws:  Grace Massey and Bill Christensen 
– Reported that Article VII of ATCA bylaws must be changed to coordi-
nate with AKC’s bylaws.  The current Article VII will be replaced with:   
 
“Article VII:  Revisions 
Revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Australian Terrier Club 
of America or the Standard for the Breed will follow the procedures for 
each as outlined in the Bylaws of the American Kennel Club.”   

Board Action:  Amendment to Article VII as noted above was unani-
mously approved by the board.  

The newly amended bylaws will now go back to AKC and our New 
Jersey lawyer for final approvals.  They can then be sent to ATCA Mem-
bership for a vote.  

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton – reported 3 mem-
bership applications currently pending.  Communications with AKC 
included a survey on Educational Opportunities sent to her as Corre-
sponding Secretary and Bill Christensen as President.  Bill felt this was 
in relation to a future AKC Parent Club Conference.  

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans – 
•	 Provided a financial report dated July 1 2017 – Sept 18 2017.  
•	 National Specialty financials were discussed.  Engraving of 

deceased members on the Best of Winner’s Trophy runs $50 - 
$100 each.  This expense has always been charged against the 
Specialty.  Kreg Hill, National Specialty Committee Chair, will be 
notified to add it to the Specialty Guidelines so Specialty Chairs 
will be made aware.  

•	 Debit Cards have been provided to the Sherrill Yates, Julie Seaton, 
and Grace Massey to help simplify expense reimbursements.  

•	 One member was late with dues payment because of personal 
conflicts.  The Board voted to retain her membership.  

•	 Aussie Store financials – Throws currently on sale for $60 to cus-
tomers are also costing ATCA $15 for shipping which cuts down 
on our profit.  This item will be revisited by Alexa Samarotto and 
Susan Saulvester.  

•	 End of Fiscal Year Report/Mike Manderfeld, CPA – Darlene will 
provide him with the necessary ATCA financials.   

Old Business:
AKC Breed Video at Asheville Update:  Alexa Samarotto/Kerrie Bryan 
– has been unable to contact the AKC individual.  She will keep trying 
and report back next month.  Bill will attempt to also gather informa-
tion from AKC.  
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ATCA Board Teleconference Minutes, October 16, 2017

Minutes approved November 1, 2017

Call to Order:  6:04 PDT

Members Present:  Bachman, Bryan, Christensen, Evans, Gersin, 
Massey, Platte, Popovits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, Yates    

Member Absent:  Gaudet

Time-Keeper:   Alexa Samarotto

Minutes:  From September Teleconference Board Meeting previously 
reviewed and approved

Vice President Report:  Grace Massey – Bylaws Update – Bill Chris-
tensen will continue to work with AKC to resolve the differences in 
their parent club sample bylaws and AKC’s new bylaws regarding 
amendments - our Article VII.  
    
Recording Secretary Report:  Sherrill Yates – Job Description Updates:  
Received President, AKC Delegate and Treasurer

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton – Julie reported:  
•	 AKC email scam warning sent to members; 
•	 Westminster Kennel Club is offering $5,000 to a National Breed 

Club rescue.  The Westminster Rescue Donation Request Form 
has been submitted by Darlene Evans.  

•	 Meet the Breed for Westminster and AKC National Championship 
in Orlando forms received and forwarded to Rita Farmer.    

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans  
•	 Quarterly Reports – end of October 
•	 Mike Manderfeld status – Tax information sent
•	 Working on a pseudo budget using set expenses versus ATCA 

variable income.  Will be ready for November Teleconference.  
•	 Missing Restricted Funds documents were discussed.  Darlene 

will contact Eileen Cummings, past Treasurer, to see if she has 
them.  The idea of trying to spend them down was also dis-
cussed, depending on conditions listed in those documents.  

 
Old Business:
Judges Education Committee’s Measuring Guidelines at National 
Specialties:   Kerrie Bryan     
Discussion held on whether to use registration numbers or assigned 
numbers to identify the dogs so that the JEC will only measure each 
dog once.  Individual dog’s identity or measurements will not be pub-
lished.  Only aggregate numbers for bitches, dogs, and a combination 
number will be published.  The JEC proposed assigning numbers.  

Board Action:  Board voted to accept the Judges Education Commit-
tee proposals on measuring at National Specialties.  Board voted:  10 
approved, 2 disapproved, 1 absent.  

AKC Breed Video at Asheville Update:  Kerrie Bryan, Bill Christensen, 
Alexa Samarotto – Bill will continue to work on this

Archive Committee Update – Darlene Evans and Sue Bachman  
Darlene reported that AKC is only interested in items which can be 
scanned.  She has provided them with the password to access Car-
bonite where ATCA archives reside.  Darlene reported AKC was very 
pleased that our archives have already been scanned.  The next issue 
is what to do with the archival items that are not scan able.  Darlene 
and Sue will work on a proposal to present to the board on what 
should happen to those items. 

Darlene requested that all documents that anyone feels should be part 
of ATCA Archives be sent to her so they can be easily accessed in the 
future.  

New Business:
AKC Lifetime Achievement Awards:   Julie Seaton/Bill Christensen
The Board decided to recommend to AKC Lifetime Achievement 
Awards the following:  
•	 Patricia R. Krause for the Obedience 
•	 Dr. Claudia Orlandi for Conformation

Meeting Adjourned @ 6:51 PDT

ATCA Nationals, Supported Entries and Regional Specialties 2018

January 4/5        
Desert Empire of Southern California, Palm Springs, CA
January 6/7  
Kennel Club of Palm Springs, CA

April 12/13   
Northern California Terrier Association, Sacramento, CA 
April 14/15 
Sacramento Kennel Club 

May 5 
Raritan Valley ATC Regional w/ Buck’s County Kennel Club, Erwinna, PA

May 12/13
Rio Grande Kennel Club, Albuquerque, NM 

May 23- 28 
ATCA National Specialty, Asheville, NC

June 23 
Great Western Terrier Assoc., Long Beach, CA 

September 7 
ATCC Regional Specialty w/Rocky Mountain All Terrier Club, Greeley, CO 

September 8/9  
Evergreen Colorado KC, Greeley, CO

October 5 
Raritan Valley ATC with Hatboro Dog Club, Wrightstown, PA  

October 7  
Montgomery County Kennel Club, Blue Bell, PA 
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THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA 
2018 BOARD 

Since no additional nominations were received from the ATCA Membership, the Slate as presented by the 
ATCA Nominating Committee, Marilyn Harban, Chair; Kerrie Bryan and Susan Saulvester is declared elected on 
November 1, 2017.  Bylaw Article IV, Section 4, b & c.   

 

  

OFFICERS 

President:       William Christensen, CA 

Vice President:     Grace Massey, VA 

Recording Secretary:   Sherrill Yates, OK 

AKC Delegate:     William Christensen, CA 

Corresponding Secretary:  Julie Seaton, WI 

Treasurer:    Darlene Evans, CA 

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

  (2017/2018)     (2018/2019) 

Kerrie Bryan, CO   Rita Farmer, TN 

Tammy Gaudet, NM   Kendall Liga, NC 

Celeste Platte, FL   Jeanne Popovits, AZ 

Alexa Samarotto, NY   Pat Zupan, NJ 

 

AKC Delegate:     William Christensen, CA 

 

   

AUSTTRUST  

Trustees-At-Large:   Marilyn Harban, TN 

     Caren Holtby, CAN  

Treasurer:    Kreg Hill, CA 
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q3 - 2017    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update     CHIC #              Reg #                                      Owner

Health Incident
AZ: 10 mo old liver shunt

Longevity
CA: 13yr 8 mo transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder
FL: 12 yo diabetes and thyroid issues
MA: 13 yo mitral valve dysfunction

TEMORA RI DIERCC
ARISTA REDSKYS LOVE IS ALL THERE IS
TEMORA SAY IT WITH BACON
RYBA’S RAZMATAZ & ALL THAT JAZZ
SHASTAKIN JR’S ROYAL DANCER
SHASTAKIN KILLARA LARRIKIN REDUPROAR
DRAGONFLY’S SARGENT ANDREW
TAPA THANKSGIVINGS GRACE
ACEBREEDERS CINDY SENSATIONAL
DREAMTIME MELIA CHRISTHILL

07/06/2017
07/27/2017
09/21/2017
07/27/2017
08/31/2017
08/31/2017
07/06/2017
07/20/2017
08/03/2017
09/21/2017

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

87685
89054
97630
102283
107598
108881
122187
122490
122763
123749

RN19568001
RN23300601
RN25352101
RN24285308
RN25834601
RN19928102
RN29322702
RN25097001

1295864
RN28887806

Julie M. Seaton
Pamela Levy
Julie M. Seaton
Barbel Post
Anne P. Mcgroarty
Anne P. & Fiona C. Mcgroarty
Susan Mason
Patricia J Werner
Erin Mcglynn
Kreg B. Hill

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

Diabetes Survey Pedigree Request

University Of Pennsylvania is requesting pedigrees for known Diabetic dogs living or past. The pedigrees can be emailed to Dr. 
Hess and her assistant Mei-Lun at mmeilun@upenn.edu

Submission of pedigrees is only known to the research team at U-Penn. 

Also as a reminder there is a survey up and running for Diabetic and Non diabetic dogs please take the time to fill the survey out if 
you have not already done so. 
Go to: http://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-hospitals/ryan-veterinary-hospital/services/internal-medicine/diabetes-program

The information submitted in this survey is confidential. Personal information will be used only for the University of Pennsylvania 
researchers to contact owners (if needed), and will not be made public. Findings from this survey could be included in scientific 
publications. However, identifying information pertaining to a specific person or dog will not be published.

For more information, contact Dr. Rebecka Hess at 215-898-9427 or rhess@vet.upenn.edu
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Happy New YeaR!



AKC Communications   
New levels designed to recognize the dedication of 

breeders who contribute to the sport
The American Kennel Club is pleased to announce the launch of 
Advanced Levels of Recognition for Breeders of Merit.  The program is 
being introduced to provide recognition to those long-term, success-
ful breeders that have produced numerous titled dogs.  Dogs titled 
prior to the launch of the program will be grand fathered in, provided 
the titles can be verified.

“Many AKC registered breeders have demonstrated a long-term com-
mitment to breeding quality, healthy puppies and to mentoring new 
puppy buyers,” said Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sport Services.  
“These breeders have done so much for their breeds that the AKC is 
proud to recognize their commitment and success.” 

Advanced Levels of Recognition will be available to those breeders 
the have met the following standards:

•	 Have qualified and are enrolled as a Breeder of Merit 

•	 Can provide proof of Parent Club required health testing on 
parents of their most recent litters 

•	 Have demonstrated a commitment to ensuring that their pup-
pies are 100% registered with the AKC

 
Breeders will be recognized at the following levels:

Breeder of Merit (current)      
 - Minimum of 4 titled dogs

Breeder of Merit – Bronze 
- Minimum of 10 titled dogs with at least 5 prefix-titled dogs

Breeder of Merit – Silver  
- Minimum of 25 titled dogs with at least 15 prefix-titled dogs

Breeder of Merit – Gold 
- Minimum of 50 titled dogs with at least 30 prefix-titled dogs

Breeder of Merit – Platinum 
-Minimum of 100 titled dogs with at least 60 prefix-titled dogs

The Advanced Levels of Recognition program launches on November 
7, 2017.  Breeders will be acknowledged on a breed specific basis.  The 
Advanced Level of Recognition application can be found at http://
www.akc.org/dog-breeders/breeder-of-merit/.  The program encour-
ages breeders to introduce new owners to the multitude of opportu-
nities that are offered by AKC sports.  The Advanced Level of Recogni-
tion will be displayed on Registration Certificates and Marketplace 
listings.

“This new program will have a positive influence on all AKC sports,” 
said Doug Ljungren, Vice President of Sports and Events. “Breeders 
have a meaningful impact on our sports through their quality breed-
ing programs and the guidance and encouragement they provide to 
new dog owners.  The Advanced Levels of Recognition provide a well-
deserved acknowledgement of their commitment.”

To learn more about the Advanced Levels of Recognition for Breeders 
of Merit, please visit www.akc.org/dog-breeders/breeder-of-merit/.   
Questions can be emailed to the Sport Services Department at breed-
erofmerit@akc.org.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org
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Grand Champions Can Now Earn Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum Designations

The American Kennel Club® announced in April 2017 a new enhance-
ment to the Grand Champion program – Achievement Levels. 

Beginning May 11th, in conjunction with the implementation of the 
2011-2012 AKC Point Schedule, Grand Champions will have the ability 
to earn the Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum designations at AKC all-
breed, group and specialty shows.

The Bronze Grand Championship will require 100 points
The Silver Grand Championship will require 200 points
The Gold Grand Championship will require 400 points 
The Platinum Grand Championship will require 800 points

Upon reaching each level, owners will receive a special recogni-
tion medallion and certificate, and the AKC website will be updated 
monthly with the names and breeds of all Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Platinum dogs. 

Points are calculated using the same AKC Point Schedule as is used 
for Championship points. Once a dog completes the Grand Champi-
onship title, points will continue to accrue as it reaches the Bronze, 
Silver, Gold and Platinum levels; there is no reset. If a dog has already 
accrued 100 or more Grand Championship points since the beginning 
of the Grand Championship program, the Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Platinum designation will be awarded retroactively.

For more information, go to: http://www.akc.org

As of 10-1-2017 we have 125 Australian Terriers that have achieved 
their Grand Championship titles.

THREE dogs that have achieved their GOLD Grand Championship. 

The First dog to achieve gold was  GCHG CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 

FIFTEEN  dogs have achieved their SILVER Grand Championship.
 
The First dog to achieve silver was GCHS CH Kambara’s Zebulon

TWENTY-THREE dogs have achieved their BRONZE Grand Champion-
ship.

The First dog to achieve bronze was GCHB CH Cochise Living Treasure

For more information on Grand championship standings, you can find 
current statistics at: 
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/grand_championship

AKC & ATCA Communications   
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
11-12 September

Newark, New Jersey
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee:

Keith Frazier, the staff liaison to the committee, reported on an action 
item from a previous meeting.   Back articles from Perspectives, which 
is the delegates’ publication, are now available on the delegates’ por-
tal, AKC website.  

He also reported on a very successful Responsible Dog Owners Day 
event in Raleigh last week attended by more than 5000.   This included 
demonstrations of agility and flyball as well as CGC and Trick Dog test-
ing.   The “Y-guide” program was used to solicit attendees.
Dr. Jerry Klein, Chief Veterinary Officer, presented a talk at the 
American Veterinary Medical Association meeting in Indianapolis on 
07/25/2017 attended by more than 60 veterinarians.  The title was: 
“Why Purebred, Purpose-bred Dogs.”  It was hoped that this would led 
to the resumption of regular meetings between the AVMA and the 
AKC.  During 2017, the AKC donated $26,000 for veterinary scholar-
ships, which ranged from $1000-5000 each.   These were awarded 
through the veterinary schools and required that the applicants 
submit their CV’s as well as an essay.

Concern was expressed about the spread of canine influenza due to 
the movement of dogs from the hurricane-flooded southeast to all 
parts of the U.S.   Unfortunately, there is no national system for the 
reporting of infectious disease in dogs like that for humans.  Hence the 
actual risk is unclear, but influenza vaccine for those dogs expected 
to have contact with other dogs at shows was recommended.   This 
requires a series of two vaccines, at least two weeks apart.
Keith Frazier reported that the effect of early summer canine influ-
enza in Florida and Louisiana had significantly reduced attendance 
at AKC events in the southeastern U.S.   No-show rates in entered 
dogs ranged from 30-59% at shows in June, and overall attendance at 
shows during June and July showed significant decreases as com-
pared with those months in 2016.

Diane Brown, CEO of AKC/CHF reported that the Canine Health Foun-
dation was soliciting grant money for a study of laboratory data from 
veterinary diagnostic laboratories which might help to estimate the 
prevalence of canine influenza from the positivity rate of PCR tests for 
the causative viruses.

Diane also reported that 33 veterinary students had attended the 
AKC/CHF National Parent Club Health Conference in August, twice the 
number who had attended any previous conference.   All 4 therio-
genology residents attended as well.   105 parent clubs were repre-
sented at the conference.   Of those attending, 72% were breeders and 
30% were veterinarians (not mutually exclusive categories).   Abstracts 
from the conference are currently posted on the Canine Health Foun-
dation website and videos of the presentations will soon be posted.

Year-to-date $215,000 has been raised for the tick-borne initiative and 
$175,00 for epilepsy, bringing both within range for $250,000 match-
ing funds from the AKC.  Two major grants have been awarded for tick-
borne diseases; one to Texas A & M for research into a newly emerging 
hepatitis caused by a tick-borne rickettsia organism and seen along 
the Texas Gulf Coast, and one to Iowa State for further study of the 
inflammatory response to tick-borne infections, which may mimic

immunologic diseases in dogs.  This may lead to the inappropriate 
administration of corticosteroid treatment and actual interfere with 
the immune response to the infection.

A grant has been made to Colorado State University for investigation 
of the treatment of drug-resistant epilepsy in dogs by cannabinoids, 
given as an oil-based product.    (As those who smoke or ingest mari-
juana might tell you, cannabinoids have an affinity for lipid-rich body 
tissues, particularly the nervous system.)   Results from two additional 
studies have further elucidated the genetic basis of juvenile epilepsy 
in dogs and the importance of gene 23 in promoting epilepsy in 
certain breeds.

In reviewing the outcome of previously funded research totaling $38.3 
million since 1995, Dr. Brown has identified 673 peer-reviewed scien-
tific publications as resulting from this research, with these articles 
being cited 23.971 times.  18 Ph.D. dissertations and 12 Master’s theses 
have also resulted.

Steven Pessah, the AKC staff member responsible for the Marketplace, 
reported that over 8000 breeders are currently using this service, up 
from 3500 two years ago.   There is now a Parent Club Management 
Tool available by which a designated parent club representative can 
correct or remove breeders who are falsely advertising club member-
ship.  Rita Farmer has this tool and monitors the Marketplace ads for 
Australian Terriers regularly.

The Canine Health Foundation has joined with AKC staff in respond-
ing to health-related concerns in dogs resulting from the recent 
hurricanes.   Flooding will lead to persisting standing water and thus 
increase the risk of leptospirosis.

The Dog Show Rules Committee had asked that the Canine Health 
Committee suggest changes to the Dog Show Rules which would 
update and expand what little the Rules contain about infection 
control at dog shows.    I suggested that the actual changes to the 
Rules be made more general in nature with specific recommendations 
made to the prospective show committees in a “check-list” which I had 
developed based on the recently reported work of Jason W. Stull, VMD, 
PhD of The Ohio State University and sponsored by the Canine Health 
Foundation.  This check-list would be reviewed by show committees in 
selecting or evaluating a show site to optimize the health and safety 
of both canine and human participants.   This approach will be further 
studied by the Canine Health Committee members.

The work of the International Partnership for Dogs on the “harmoni-
zation of genetic testing,” which I had discussed in my report on the 
National Parent Club Health Conference was acknowledged.   This is a 
work-in-progress and intended to catalogue the scientific standards 
and quality control of those laboratories who offer genetic testing 
and who are willing to voluntarily participate.  Currently, there is no 
government regulation in this area.    Their website is:  www.dogwell-
net.com   

The OFA report is that through August 2017 there have been 117,000 
CHIC numbers assigned, 6000 so far this year.  More than 25,000 DNA 
blood specimens are in storage, with researchers being supplied with 
samples as authorized.
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Parent club members were warned never to submit DNA samples 
from their dogs to commercial companies who are soliciting them 
or even researchers who are requesting them directly rather than 
going through the Canine Health Foundation or the OFA, especially 
if pedigrees are requested simultaneously.   Once the blood samples 
and pedigrees are released, they become the property of the receiver, 
and can be used commercially or for research other than that being 
advertised.   For example, this approach was used by a researcher at 
a well-known academic center to argue that bull terriers were being 
too closely bred and needed to be out-crossed to other breeds.   The 
purpose conveyed to potential donors was that the purpose of the 
study was to work out the inheritance of coat colors in that breed.   If 
any member is approached in this way, please let me know, and I will 
have Dr. Diane Brown of the Canine Health Foundation or Eddie Dziuk 
at the OFA check it out.

Parent Clubs Committee:

An appeal was made by Helen Prince, archives and library subcom-
mittee chairman, that members of the archives committee of each 
parent club respond to a survey sent-out by Brynn White (bew@akc.
org), archivist/librarian of the AKC, relative to establishing priorities for 
establishing and preserving existing club archives at the AKC.   Brynn 
stated that responses from more than one member of a club archives 
committee would be most welcome.  She is currently preparing the 
AKC stud books and show results for digital preservation.
Board member Alan Kalter reviewed the AKC response to the Harvey 
and Irma hurricane disasters.   (Reported below under the Delegate 
Meeting information.)

Larry Sorenson and Connie Butheras said the 63 parent clubs have 
participated in the club self-evaluation survey to.   Of 130 possible 
points, the mean of 94 and median of 98 have held steady.  One-half 
of the clubs emphasize the Breeder of Merit program and full litter 
registration.   Nearly all strongly support canine welfare and health.  
This sub-committee continues to help new breed parent clubs be-
come member clubs.

Peter Piusz said that 157 parent clubs now have their health state-
ments online at AKC.  46 clubs still need to re-format their information 
for the new website.  (ATCA has done this.)    He advised that parent 
clubs check their AKC Marketplace link to make sure that the parent 
club listing for approved rescue organization(s) was in accord with the 
club’s intent.   He indicated that some breeds have authorized 20-30 
different rescue organizations, which makes it difficult for Market-
place staff to police this information.   Listing is important because it 
enables the rescue groups authorized by the parent clubs to become 
eligible for alternate year grants from the AKC Humane Fund.   He also 
encouraged parent club rescue groups to participate in the Parent 
Club Rescue List, which he maintains.  (ppiusz@nycap.rr.com) 

Steve Pessah (sbp@akc.org) senior Marketplace manager, noted that 
during the past year, the number of registered litters advertised on 
Marketplace had increased from 9 to 24%.  There are currently 7300 
litters and 8000 breeders listed.  When registering litters, breeders 
can now “opt-in” to Marketplace.   The $29 fee to register is waived 
for Breeders of Merit.   He urged that parent clubs insure that their 
breeder referral contacts are correct and stated that the new website 
would include a tool that breeders could use to pre-qualify potential 
puppy buyers.

Alan Kalter indicated that the AKC board was still working on holding 
a Parent Club Conference, perhaps in conjunction with some future 
June AKC Delegates Meeting.

Mari-Beth O’Neill has been working with 35 new clubs to help them 
achieve licensed or member club status.  There has been an initiative 
at State Fairs in Ohio, N.Y., Illinois and Indiana to interest 4-H mem-
bers, who have participated in 4-Y state fair dog shows but who may 
be “aging-out” of 4-H, in the AKC Juniors Program.   This initiative has 
included CGC tests as well as Trick Dog and Farm Dog demonstrations 
and has achieved some success, also partially attributable to Juniors 
participants being eligible for college scholarships.

John Nielsen (nielsenjp@yanoo.com) is sending a questionnaire to 
delegates with respect to the role of “varieties” in any future realign-
ment of the breed groups.   Any club member having an opinion on 
this issue with respect to his/her breed may e-mail him.

Anne Bowes (heronsway.corgis@verizon.net) is promoting a change in 
the AKC dog show rules which would permit spayed or neutered vet-
erans to participate in the best-of-breed competition at independent 
specialties.   This proposed change appeared to be quite controversial 
considering those comments made by the audience.

Even more controversial was a discussion by board member Alan 
Kalter on a suggestion that the option for limited registration be 
removed.   This option became available in 1989 because of a 2/3 
vote (as required for all rule changes) of the delegate body and would 
again require a 2/3 vote of the delegate body for its removal.  He stat-
ed that one member of the board of directors, whom he did not name, 
had pushed this issue for at least 8 years based on the argument that 
it was a “registration-buster” and an “entry-buster.”   Alan presented sta-
tistics which seemed to effectively refute this argument.   He pointed 
out that of the 60 low-entry breeds (of which Australian Terriers are 
one), only 10% of puppies have a limited registration, varying a great 
deal among the breeds registered.   His opinion and that of virtually 
the entire committee and audience was that limited registration was 
a useful tool which should remain intact for the responsible breeder.  
Those members of the AKC board present said that the board minutes 
which reflected a unanimous decision that this matter be referred to 
the appropriate committee for review was incorrect and did not reflect 
the actual board opinion on the matter.   They were then challenged 
by the question as to why then they had approved the minutes.

Larry Sorenson (lisoren@earthlink.net) reviewed those public out-
reach activities which the Dachshund Club of America had used to 
attract member of the public who might be interested in buying a 
dachshund as a pet to their national specialties.   Methods included 
local news releases, AKC e-mail blasts to registered dog owners in the 
region of the specialty, and special events which would interest the 
public.   Tours of the dog shows were held during which those in the 
grooming areas who were not exhibiting dogs at that time were asked 
to put their dogs out on the grooming tables where the public could 
approach them.   Results were that in Sacramento, CA, 77 people came 
to see the dachshunds; in Chattanooga, TN, 70; and in Harrisburg, PA, 
100.   A survey of those attending revealed that 40% had seen the 
event mentioned on TV, 30% from the AKC e-mail blast, 10% from 
friends, and 5% who had been “walking by.”   Other clubs who wish to 
try this approach to advertising their breed may contact him by e-mail 
to obtain the posters advertising these events.

Concern persists about the advertisement of dogs with unacceptable 
coat colors by breeders who are not members of the fancy.   All parent 
clubs are asked to make sure that coat colors acceptable to their breed 
appear not only in their breed standard but in their description of the 
breed for the public.   This will be emphasized on the breed pages in 
the coming AKC website update later this fall.
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Delegates Meeting:

THE FORUM:  consisted of a presentation on the new scent work 
events followed by an introduction to the new AKC website, which will 
make its debut last this fall.

Scent work was described as “a recreational version of a working 
detective dog,” and “a modern adaption of one of our dogs’ strength 
and most useful natural senses.”   In order to qualify, a dog must find 
and “call-out” all “hides” within the allotted time.  The scents used, 
depending on the event class include: birch, anise, clove and cypress.  
These are available from Leerburg.com.  For the event requiring dog 
identifying articles with the handler’s scent, the handler must bring 
this item to the trial.  There are 21 classes within the two divisions of 
“odor search” and “handler discrimination.”   There are in-door classes 
(ordinary interiors of almost any kind) and out-door classes (novice 
classes can be staged within an empty conformation ring).  The “detec-
tive” class is the capstone event and requires that the dog has earned 
one other scent title to enter.  From the videos shown, these classes 
can be added to existing venues without much difficulty.  Almost any 
in-door and/or out-door venue can be used.  126 existing AKC clubs 
are now licensed for scent work, and 8 new scent work clubs have 
joined the AKC.   229 judges have been licensed.   Applications for a 
club license are on-line and help in getting started is available from 
scentwork@akc.org.

The AKC website is the second most popular of dog-related sites, with 
51 million visitors per year, including 7 million to Marketplace, 20 
million to the breed pages, 40 million to the “content” pages with dog 
information and 4 million to the sports and events pages.   The new 
website will be based on modern technology, serve the needs of the 
fancy as well as those of the dog-loving public, have a much simpler 
and more effective search function, and newly designed, more attrac-
tive breed pages.

PRESIDENT DENNIS SPRUNG called on board member Alan Kalter for 
up-dated disaster information.  $250,000 has been donated by clubs 
to the relief effort.   The AKC donated $10,000 and a disaster relief 
trailer to Houston.   Texas trailers as well as those from as far away as 
Tennessee are actively deployed.   Overall, 63 disaster relief trailers 
have been placed with 4 more being constructed.  AKC Reunite has 
set-up a Pet Disaster Relief Fund which will not be limited to a particu-
lar disaster.   All donations will be disbursed without any administra-
tive or overhead charges.

JOSEPH BAFFUTO, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER reported successful 
financial performance through July 31, 2017.   Revenue is up 10% to 
41.5 million.  Expenses are up 36.8 million due primarily to a 25.5 FTE 
staff increase, largely in “growth” and IS services.  Net 7-month revenue 
is 4.7 million, up 4%.   This year, there have been 140,000 litter registra-
tions, up 7%, and 335,000 individual registrations, up 7%.   Net assets 
of the corporation are 86 million.

A comment from the floor indicted that the “open stays” in obedi-
ence may soon disappear, subject to AKC Board approval.   Increasing 
concerns have been expressed to the Events Department about the 
risk to small dogs from large dogs during the off-leash “stay” exercises.  
Although other performance and sports events have had increasing 
numbers, obedience events continue to decrease in number and at-
tendance, and it is hoped that substitution of other exercises for the 
“stay” exercises may reverse this trend.

Tally of the election results for Delegate Committee members took 
more than 2 hours.  I consider myself fortunate to have been re-elect-
ed to the Canine Health Committee, of which I was then elected as its 
secretary.

RULES RELATING TO DOG SHOWS:

An amendment passed which will include the dog awarded Select 
Dog/Bitch in the calculation of Grand Championship points.
An amendment relating to re-instatement of dogs which have been 
disqualified for “threatening or menacing” was withdrawn by the Del-
egate Dog Show Rules Committee.

An amendment to the Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedures for 
Pointing Breeds passed. This allows for a National Gun Dog Champion-
ship for Gordon Setters.   This event is limited to walking handlers.

25-YEAR DELEGATE SERVICE MEDALS WERE AWARDED TO TWO 
ATCA MEMBERS:   Alexa Samarotto, Delegate for the Bronx County 
Kennel Club, and Ida Ellen Weinstock, Delegate for the Montgomery 
County Kennel Club.   Many congratulations to both!

Since delegate committee meetings are held simultaneously, the commit-
tee meetings which I generally attend are the Canine Health Committee, 
of which I am a member, and the Parent Club Committee.   (By “parent 
clubs” the AKC means breed clubs, such as the ATCA.)

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business con-
ducted by the various delegate committees or by the official Delegate 
Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all meetings are posted on the 
AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee meeting 
or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and 
forward them to you.
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Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

 

Please return this form: 
Name  ___________________________________________  
Address _________________________________________  
City, State, Zip ___________________________________  
Phone ____________ Email ________________________  
With a donation of $100 or more you will receive a “Friend of Aussies” 
Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 2017 you will also 
receive a “2017 Shingle”. For every future annual donation, you will 
receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

Donation in Honor/Memory of ____________________________________________   
 

Please mail to:  AusTTrust, PO Box 5767, Palm Springs CA 92263-5767 
www.australianterrier.org/austtrust.html 

 

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Educational Organization 
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Buy gifts through – AMAZON SMILE – www.smile-amazon.com 

Sign up on Amazon Smile to have a percentage of purchases be 
donated to AusTTrust. When searching for the AusTTrust on Amazon 
Smile, please enter Australian Terrier Tr. (do not spell out “trust”) in the 
search box for charities.

•	 Amazon donates % of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile 
purchases to the Australian Terrier Tr

•	 Smile Amazon is the Same Amazon you know. Same products, 
same prices, same service.

•	 Support The AusTTrust by starting your shopping at smile.ama-
zon.com

Order 9” x 12” Limited Edition 
prints, $60.00 plus shipping 

Order 5” x 7” Blank Note Cards in 
packages of 5 for $7.50 or 10 for 
$15.00 plus shipping.    

Artwork By Norma Rowley, Fancy 
Creations 

All orders can be made through 
the ATCA website www.australian-
terrier.org/ausstrust.html  on the 
AusTTrust page using Paypal.

Crochet Balls are $5.00 each. 

All orders for a crochet ball can be made through the ATCA website 
www.australianterrier.org on the AusTTrust page using Paypal. 

All proceeds from the sale of these balls are donated to the AusTTrust. 

This Christmas
Buy Aussie Gifts that “Gift” the AusTTrust !

http://www.smile-amazon.com 
http://www.smile-amazon.com 
http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.australianterrier.org/ausstrust.html 
http://www.australianterrier.org/ausstrust.html 
http://www.australianterrier.org 


Cover Story......

GCH CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
Reggie
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GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon x GCH CH Temora American Maid 
Bred by Julie Seaton 

Owned by Nancy & Doug Tibbett

Reggie’s first conformation show was in May 2015 where he was awarded Best of Winners for his first major win.  In September of 
2015 he finished his AKC Championship at the National Specialty weekend going Winners Dog among a highly competitive lineup 
of Australian Terriers.

In 2016 Reggie was in the top 10 in NOHS and in 2017 he is in the Top 5 
NOHS. 

With limited showing Reggie is in the Top 5 for All Breed points and in the 
Top 10 for breed points. 

Jacqueline Johnson has handled Reggie on occasion when I was not able 
too along with David Harper. They have placed multiple times in 2017 and 
Reggie has won a Group 1 as well! I am very proud what this young dog has 
done with limited showing.

Reggie is also a wonderful and loyal pet as well as a great show dog. 
We are delighted he is a member of our family.



From Mark Dunn, Senior VP, Registration & Customer Development - American Kennel Club

Registration numbers have been on the rise now for a number of years after nearly two decades of continuous decline, but some breeds are not 
rebounding as well as others.  The Board and staff have discussed this matter and we are reaching out to each Parent Club to determine how AKC 
registration processes and procedures can be improved to better support breeders and to explore how AKC could further assist Parent Club’s in 
their mission to develop and steward their breeds.  Additionally, the Board has asked that certain registration information be shared with each 
Parent Club in order to provide a statistical snapshot of the current state of each breed and to stimulate discussion within and between clubs 
and staff regarding possible improvement initiatives.

In this Issue of The Talkabout you will find information containing registration related information for Australian Terriers.  In addition to the 
counts of litters, litter complement, and dogs registered for the breed since 2008, the file also shows, for each year, the number of dogs regis-
tered as Limited, the % of registered dogs that are Limited, and the number of Revoked Limited dogs.  Additionally you will find the count and 
the percentage of dogs born in any given year since 2008 that have been bred or that have been shown in Conformation.  Keep in mind that the 
breeding and conformation counts will increase over time as dogs mature and are then shown and/or bred for the first time. 

AKC asks that this information be shared in order to stimulate discussion about registration and possible changes or improvement initiatives. 
This topic will also be discussed at the Delegate Parent Club Committee in December. 

Have a comment or suggestion to be shared with AKC? send to: 
Sherrill Yates  
atcasher@gmail.com

[Note:  Complement is the count of pups from each AKC litter.]

There are 6 charts to be reviewed:

•	 % Change Y on Y:   Chart shows the percentage change in Litters, Complement, and Dogs each year compared to the previous year.
•	 % Change Relative to 2008:  Chart shows the accumulated change in Litters, Complement, and Dogs each year compared to 2008.
•	 % Complement Registered:  Chart shows the number of dogs registered divided by the Complement of the same year.
•	 % Limited Dogs:  Chart shows the % of Registered dogs that are Limited (not Revoked) as of November 1, 2017.
•	 % Complement in Conformation:  Chart shows for each year the % of pups born into AKC litters that have competed in Conformation as of 

October 2017.
•	 % Complement Bred:  Chart shows for each year the % of pups born into AKC litters that have been bred as of October 2017.

Australian Terriers 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Litters 178               123               115               114               83                 78                 73                 66                 51                 
Complement (# Pups in Litters) 784               559               520               479               378               351               315               324               239               
Dogs Registered by Year 330               285               243               250               231               211               145               205               178               
% Complement Registered 42.1% 51.0% 46.7% 52.2% 61.1% 60.1% 46.0% 63.3% 74.5%
Limited Revoked Dogs 2                   -                2                   -                3                   1                   -                3                   -                
Limited Dogs 94                 86                 99                 82                 68                 64                 39                 62                 60                 
% Limited Dogs 28.5% 30.2% 40.7% 32.8% 29.4% 30.3% 26.9% 30.2% 33.7%
Dogs in Conformation (as of Oct '17) 112               86                 69                 70                 84                 79                 45                 87                 69                 
% Complement in Conformation (as of  Oct '17) 14.3% 15.4% 13.3% 14.6% 22.2% 22.5% 14.3% 26.9% 28.9%
Breeding Dogs (as of Oct '17) 90                 66                 52                 50                 47                 35                 29                 22                 11                 
% Complement Bred (as of Oct '17) 11.5% 11.8% 10.0% 10.4% 12.4% 10.0% 9.2% 6.8% 4.6%

% Change  YOY 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Litters N/A -30.9% -6.5% -0.9% -27.2% -6.0% -6.4% -9.6% -22.7%
Complement N/A -28.7% -7.0% -7.9% -21.1% -7.1% -10.3% 2.9% -26.2%
Dogs Registered N/A -13.6% -14.7% 2.9% -7.6% -8.7% -31.3% 41.4% -13.2%

% Change  Relative 2008 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Litters 0.0% -30.9% -35.4% -36.0% -53.4% -56.2% -59.0% -62.9% -71.3%
Complement 0.0% -28.7% -33.7% -38.9% -51.8% -55.2% -59.8% -58.7% -69.5%
Dogs Registered 0.0% -13.6% -26.4% -24.2% -30.0% -36.1% -56.1% -37.9% -46.1%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Litters 0 -30.9% -6.5% -0.9% -27.2% -6.0% -6.4% -9.6% -22.7%
Complement 0 -28.7% -7.0% -7.9% -21.1% -7.1% -10.3% 2.9% -26.2%
Dogs Registered 0 -13.6% -14.7% 2.9% -7.6% -8.7% -31.3% 41.4% -13.2%
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Litters 0.0% -30.9% -35.4% -36.0% -53.4% -56.2% -59.0% -62.9% -71.3%
Complement 0.0% -28.7% -33.7% -38.9% -51.8% -55.2% -59.8% -58.7% -69.5%
Dogs Registered 0.0% -13.6% -26.4% -24.2% -30.0% -36.1% -56.1% -37.9% -46.1%
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Health Scoop
                       OFA Statistics for Australian Terriers                           

The Orthopedic Foundation of America (OFA) has for many years 
served as the statistical repository for health testing records for pure-
bred dogs. Each breed club establishes through survey and research 
what genetic and structural abnormalities negatively affect their 
breed and establishes recommended testing guidelines for breeders.  
Compiling all these breed statistics in one place has enabled breed 
clubs to  test and screen their breeding stock and through succeeding 
generations reduce or eliminate problems from their breed.

The Australian Terrier  Club currently recommends  that Aussies used 
for breeding be tested for eye abnormalities as determined by CERF 
exams which can only be done by a Board certified ophthalmologist 
(ACVO), that patella’s  in dogs over the age of one year be  tested for 
luxation (looseness), and that a special thyroid blood panel be per-
formed at an approved testing laboratory.  If each of these three test 
profiles are normal when received by the OFA, the owner may apply 
for a CHIC (Canine Health Information Center) number which, when 
listed after a dog’s name, validates that the recommended parent club 
health screenings have been done  and were  normal.

On the following page are the statistics, shared by OFA with their 
permission, on tests run on Australian Terriers.  All the results from the 
time OFA and CERF testing began thought December 2016 are includ-
ed.  The year 2017 is not yet complete but it is listed separately  since 
the CHIC testing clinic held at this year’s Specialty in St Louis tested 
the largest number of healthy, breeding age dogs ever collected at 
one time, so this data is especially significant.

Also, included here are the results of a survey placed on the Australian 
Terrier Club web site in 2015-2016 asking for responses from owners 
on the heath issues they had experienced with their dogs. There were 
261 responses, giving the Health Committee much insight on Aussies 
by sex, age, general health, type of activities they participated in, vac-
cine history, type of flea and tick and heartworm preventative used, 
and specific illnesses and other disorders their dog may have experi-
enced, including cause of death and age at death if applicable.  These 
candid answers provided a data base for our Club to study.

One questions asked was “What do you believe are the two most 
serious Health Problems facing Australian Terriers today?”  Owner’s 
responses are below.

1. Diabetes and Endocrine System  (16.5%)
2. Cancer, other types  (11.1%)
3. Allergies  (6.5%)
4. Hereditary Eye Problems, including cataracts  (5.7%)
5. Other  (5.4%)                                                                    
6. Vaccine reactions/Autoimmune  (5.0%)
7. Skin Problems  (4.2%)
8. Kidney Failure  (2.7%)
9. Cancer, Mast Cell  (2.3%)
10. Cancer Mammary/Breast  (1.1%)
11. Cardiac Disease/Issues  (0.8%)       
12. Respiratory problems  (0.4%)

Australian Terrier OFA Registry Results

Evaluations through December 2016

Registry
# of 

Evaluations Abnormal Normal Equivocal

BAER HEARING TEST 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

CARDIAC 29 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

DENTITION DATA BASE 7 14.3% 85.7% 0.0%

ELBOW 16 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

EYES 98 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

HIPS 200 3.5% 96.5% 0.0%

LEGG-CALVE-PERTHES 37 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

PATELLA 274 19.0% 81.0% 0.0%

THYROID 228 3.5% 85.1% 11.4%

Evaluations through September 2017

Registry
# of 

Evaluations Abnormal Normal Equivocal

EYES 36 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

THYROID 31 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

PATELLAS 25 6.3% 92.7% 0.0%

CARDIAC 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

DELIMINATING MYOPATHY 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

VON WILLEBRANDS 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

Data reprinted with permission of OFA
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It’s Okay to Have Off-Limit Areas

Our homes, pets, and lifestyle preferences are entirely unique. Some 
people enjoy having their dogs beside them on the couch or keeping 
them company in the kitchen. Others prefer that pets stay off of the 
furniture or out of certain rooms in the house. Whatever your lifestyle, 
pet barriers and deterrents are useful training tools. They establish 
boundaries for your dog so everyone lives together peacefully.

Common Uses for Barriers & Deterrents

When you use a barrier or deterrent, you are helping a pet understand 
what is off-limits and what is hers to enjoy. It is one of the most impor-
tant things you can do for your dog.

Boundaries are often used when dogs are young to establish proper 
housetraining routines. They can help adult dogs learn to interact with 
family and visitors in a mannerly fashion or designate off-limit areas in 
the yard.

Types of Pet Barriers & Deterrents

Barriers and deterrents come in two varieties: manual or remote.

A physical obstacle is an example of a manual barrier. You could place a 
baby gate in the doorway to keep your dog out of the kitchen.

For an automated solution to the same problem, a remote barrier sys-
tem emits a tone, spray or static signal that teaches your dog to avoid 
the kitchen. 3 common options include tone, spray, and static.

•	 An audible tone or ultrasonic correction is a high-pitched sound 
much like a traditional dog whistle. The tone is heard by dogs but 
is inaudible to most humans. 

•	 Spray deterrents release a brisk mist that dogs find unpleasant. 

•	 Static correction is an electrical pulse on the skin that tingles and 
deters your pet from a behavior. Look for models that have differ-
ent levels of static correction so you can choose the one that is 
right for your dog and her temperament. 

Some remote devices have a transmitting unit that sends static signals 
to a receiving collar that your dog wears. Freestanding units sense a 
pet’s movement with a motion detector and do not require a special 
collar. Deterrent mats can be placed on the floor in front of doorways 
or on or near off-limit furniture. 
When a pet touches or steps 
on the mat, a static stimulation 
deters her from proceeding.

If you choose a remote system 
as your training tool, your dog 
should be at least 6 months old 
and able to learn basic obedi-
ence commands such as Sit and 
Stay.

Benefits of Remote Barriers 
& Deterrents

Whether they are remote or 
manual, pet barriers and deter-
rents support healthy learning 
about boundaries. They can be 
positioned near anything you 
want your dog to avoid while 
giving her freedom to roam in a 
defined area. 

Barriers offer immediate and 
consistent correction. The 
advantage of a remote device 
is that its tone, spray or static 
signal offers immediate and 

clear association with a certain behavior (like going into the kitchen) 
without you needing to be present. Providing this instant associa-
tion is critical when dogs are learning to stay away from something. 
Consistent and meaningful information that is timed correctly helps 
them understand how to avoid receiving the corrective signal again. 
With remote barriers and deterrents, your pet can learn the clear and 
concise lesson about the areas in your home to avoid.

These portable de-
vices are easy to set up 
inside and outside. With 
remote devices that are 
designed for indoor use, 
you can create bound-
aries for certain rooms 
of the house, kitchen 
counters, staircases or 
other areas. Outdoor 
remote barriers have 
weather protection and 
a broader range. They 
can be used for flower 
gardens, swimming 
pools and other off-limit 
zones.

Barriers and deterrents help us maintain a positive and loving relation-
ship with our dogs while teaching them what to avoid. These tools can 
create an environment that is safe for pets. Consider your dog’s age 
and personality when choosing the type of barrier that best supports 
her learning.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
www.petsafe.net

Pawsitive Tips
How to Set Off-Limits Areas for Pets

By Jim Tedford
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How did you become interested in Aussies?

During my childhood our family had cats. It was not until I was married 
that we got our first dog. My husband, our eldest daughter and I lived 
for some years in Tanzania and it was here we got our first dog; it was 
a proper “Tanzania breed”. For our family it was a lovely dog though 
it was clearly racist. Whenever a stranger came to our house or just 
passed the house it went nuts. Regrettably, when we left for Denmark, 
we had to leave the dog with some neighbors.

Having settled in Denmark again, we bought a dachshund. Unfortu-
nately, at the age of only 4, it had a slipped disc and we had to have it 
put away.

After losing our dachshund we started studying books about dogs in 
order to find out which breed we should choose. We focused on find-
ing a breed without any breed specific diseases such as the slipped 
disc with the dachshund. It was a terrible situation living with a com-
pletely paralyzed dog that was only 4 years old. We are all still deeply 
touched by the memory. We all agreed that we did not want a big dog 
and that it should be friendly to guests and especially children. The 
dachshund had caused some concerns when our girls celebrated their 
birthdays and we had to keep it separated from the children. We were 
afraid it might snap at some of the playing children. This dog also ran 
away whenever it got a chance and it did not return home until it felt 
like doing so. We found this very nerve-racking. We crossed our fingers 
each time it ran away hoping it would not get run over in the traffic.

We visited a dog 
show looking at 
some of the differ-
ent breeds and we 
were keen on the 
Westie, which was 
very “in”. However, 
in the next ring the 
Aussies were 
showing and the 
“Grand Little Dogs” 
charmed us and 
we went to talk to 
some of the owners. 
After the Aussies 
had been shown 

we contacted Jill Grenaae and after talking to her we decided that our 
next dog would be an Aussie, something we have never regretted! We 
bought “Mikki” from Kennel Tatong and our eldest daughter started 
training the dog for obedience and show and together we started 
participating at dog shows.

With the Aussie we found a loving family dog. They simply love guests 
and enjoy playing with the children. Our Aussies enjoy everything 
from playing football to catching soap bubbles. Normally we do not 
have any problems with our dogs running away. Ours like to stay close 
to us, keeping a close eye on our every movement.

Can you tell us a little more about your first Aussie?

Of course “Mikki” was the best Aussie in the world. Our girls sim-
ply loved him and enjoyed having a playful dog compared to the 
dachshund we had earlier. Very soon after having “Mikki,” a 1 1/2 year 
old Aussie girl “Sisse” moved in. Our girls started training the dogs in 
obedience and show training. Mikki they showed until he was DKCH 
(A Danish Champion).

Agility caught my interest and 
I started training and partici-
pating in competitions with 
Mikki. When we started agility 
some of the instructors asked 
me why on earth I had bought 
an Aussie. They had bad 
experiences with Aussies and 
their tempers. Very soon after 
working with Mikki they all 
loved him and I never heard 
anything about Aussies hav-
ing “bad tempers” again!
Sadly Mikki died at only 4 
1/2 years old. He suddenly 
became very ill and an X-ray 
showed a foreign body in his stomach. He underwent surgery and had 
a peach stone removed. Unfortunately it had perforated his intestines 
to such a degree that he did not survive surgery. We nearly cried our 
eyes out! He was buried in our garden and his grave was nicely deco-
rated with flowers.

We were lucky and were able to get a lovely puppy from Jill’s next 
litter.

Later on I became an agility trainer and brought more of our Aussies 
to agility training.
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My Interview with Irene Thye 
from Denmark 

by Pamela Clavette Levy



Have Aussies changed since you started breeding them?

Well the size of the Aussie has been going up. In fact very few of the 
Aussies are the size listed in the standard. I guess we’ll have to work 
on that problem.

At some shows the Aussies are very different in type. Anyway I think 
the quality of the Aussie is pretty high and focus on health is improv-
ing.

Mentally the Aussie hasn’t changed; it is still a loving and active dog.

What do you think we need to look at, internationally, to 
improve the breed?

To improve the breed, it is necessary to strengthen the connection 
between breeders. We need to have more transparency with regard to 
diseases and weaknesses in the breed so we can improve our breed-
ing programs. By getting to know each other, breeders can have a 
better chance at making really good breeding arrangements.

Do you work with the European Community to strengthen 
the Danish breeding programs and do they work with you to 
strengthen theirs?

The DKK and DTK do a great job of continually strengthening breed-
ing programs. Denmark lacks a system to register diseases in each 
breed but hopefully it will soon be possible.
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Can anyone breed their Aussies or do the dogs and bitches 
need to be approved prior to breeding?

The breeder has to be a member of the DKK or DTK to have the pup-
pies registered. The dogs have to be awarded at least a Very Good but 
they need not be championed.

It’s legal to have two litters without getting the Kennel registered but 
after that the breeder has to participate in a breeder education and 
the DKK will inspect the Kennel.

The breed has the following breeding restrictions:
Award Requirements:
Offspring can only be registered if the dog, before mating, is awarded 
a Very Good at a FCI/USD recognized exhibition beginning 1.1.2011 
or it may have obtained breeding approval at a breeding approval 
scheme arranged by the race’s special club and approved by USD. 
Breeding restrictions were introduced January 1, 2009 and cover the 
entire breed.

As a breeder you also have to follow DKK’s ethical recommendations:
A bitch should not be bred before her 3rd season. If she has puppies 
in two following seasons she can’t be bred in the following. The num-
ber of litters for a bitch should not be more than 4, maximum 5, and 
the last litter should be born before the bitch is 8 years old.

Breeder Education:
Theory Modules
This program includes 6 theory mod-
ules, which involves more than two 
teaching days. Theory modules are 
held both on Zealand and Funen and 
in Jutland.

The program includes the following theory modules:  
Kennel Interior
Genetics
Health and Puppy Births
What must, should and do I need to puppy buyers? (Guidance obliga-
tion Sale of Goods Act, etc.)
USD’s mental description and the dog’s mental development

USD and the World Classes are taught by trained kennel consultants, 
behavioral consultants, veterinarian, and legal gains. On each team 
there is a “breeder host” (an experienced, reputable breeder) who is 
the liaison between teachers and students in all theory modules.

Would you like to see the number of Aussie owners and 
breeders in Denmark grow?

Denmark is a small country and after several years with very few litters 
and puppies to sell, we had more puppies in 2010. Some new breed-
ers did not succeed in selling their puppies and possibly the economic 
crisis gave them some problems. We have had people breeding 
“Aussies” without pedigrees and selling them for 3/4 of the price of a 
registered Aussie.

How is the Aussie regarded in Denmark? Is it a very popular 
dog?

Many people still do not know the breed. I’m often asked what is it? 
However, when I meet people who know the breed they love to tell 
me about the Aussie they owned in the 1960’s or the 70’s. It leads me 
to believe there must have been many Aussies in Denmark, years ago. 
Many of the families who buy an Australian Terrier now, have either 
had an Aussie earlier in their lives or known one.



The STANDARD broken down                                                           
by Jane Tenor

Understanding the Australian Terrier Front
 

History shows that an Australian native-bred broken-coated terrier 
made its first appearance on the show bench in Melbourne in 1868.  
An Australian Rough-Coated  Terrier Club founded in Melbourne in 
1887 made the first attempt at standardizing the breed and by 1896 a 
Standard for the breed had been established.  In 1899, the breed was 
exhibited specifically as “Australian Terriers, Rough-coated”.  Thus the 
Aussie became the first Australian breed to be recognized and shown 
in its native land.  The photo below is that of a Rough Coated Terrier 
first prize winner from 1889 at an early Victorian Dog show*.

The standard is the ideal to which a dog is bred and judged.  It is 
the written description that defines the essence of breed type:  the 
characteristics which distinguish one breed apart from others. Correct 
structure and body proportions, movement, appearance and tempera-
ment are all included in the Standard.

Breeds do change over time and standards are revised in an attempt 
to add more detail than what appeared in the earlier standards.  While 
a breeder must apply the standard in their breeding program, one has 
to beware of an incorrect inter-
pretation of the standard that 
leads to the loss of distinctive 
breed characteristics. A breeder 
can also go wrong when decid-
ing that an aspect of the stan-
dard is no longer important, or 
that it is too difficult to achieve.     

There is terminology that must 
be learned if you are going to have an understanding of the standard. 
The ATCA Judges Education Committee uses the terminology from 
Harold R. Spira’s book Canine Terminology (CT).   AKC also sites this 
source for canine terminology. Why is this important?  Dog breeders, 
owners and judges can have a common reference for defining the 
terms and how they are used as they relate to dogs.

This article will examine the standard and how form follows function 
starting with the front. 

Why start with the front?  “In any breed, the whole dog is hung on its 
front end.  How its neck is set, how its top-line is, all go to the front.”    
According to whom?  Anne Rogers Clark.

What does our Standard say about the front?

It describes the forequarters as follows: Shoulders-Long blades, well 
laid back with only slight space between the shoulder blades at 
the withers.  The length of the upper arm is comparable to the 
length of the shoulder blade.  The angle between the shoulder 
and the upper arm is 90 degrees. Elbows-Close to the chest.  
Forelegs-Straight, parallel when viewed from the front; the bone 
is round and medium in size.  They should be set well under the 
body, with definite body overhang (keel) before them when 
viewed from the side.  Pasterns-Strong, with only slight slope. 
Dewclaws-Removed.  Feet-Small, clean, catlike, toes arched and 
compact, nicely padded, turning neither inward nor outward.  
Nails-Short, black and strong.

This is where the phrase “form follows function” comes into play and 
a look at the history of where and why the breed was developed is 
necessary.   

While the Aussie was not developed for one specific purpose, it did 
function in many different capacities: it is an all around working terrier.   
The early settlers of Australia, as they expanded the frontiers of their 
country developed a small, sturdy terrier able to withstand a full day’s 
work outdoors. 

It had a weather resistant coat and was used to help control rodents 
and snakes on the home front, waterfronts, farms, sheep and cattle 
stations in the outback, sometimes tending sheep, to sound an alarm 
when intruders appeared and to be a companion.  Today we see our 
dogs used not only as companions but also participating in obedience 
trials, agility trials, earth dog trials and tracking trials.  Specimens in 
the show ring must reflect these uses and functions.      

The Aussie’s ability to move  
effortlessly with reach and drive 

 is dependent upon correct structure 
of the bones and the musculature. 
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 The Aussie’s ability to move effortlessly with reach and drive is 
dependent upon correct structure of the bones and the musculature.  
The skeletal framework of a dog’s body serves different purposes 
and these include: protection of vital organs, containment (skull, ribs 
etc), levers for the attachment of muscle, support of the body (femur, 
radius etc) as storage for minerals and fat, and in the production of 
blood cells.  Keep in mind the muscles do the work and the better the 
angles the less energy they have to expend to do the job.

Let us examine the forequarters starting with the shoulder layback.  
The layback of shoulder is the angle formed by the shoulder blade 
(scapula) and the upper arm (humerus).  The shoulder blade slopes 
back away from the neck towards the rear and ideally forms a 90-de-
gree angle with the upper arm.

The above figure illustrates the correct shoulder placement. In this 
position the point of the elbow is directly beneath the withers and the 
elbows are placed close to the chest.

Why does the shoulder need to be well laid back? Why should the up-
per arm and shoulder blade be of equal length?

The 90-degree angle formed by the correct layback of the shoulder 
and correct length of both the upper arm and shoulder blade allows 
for the maximum forward reach of the front leg.  The blade moves as 
an arc and with correct layback can move freely forward with the up-
per arm and leg.

Reach is the distance covered in a stride and is determined by a 
combination of the layback of the shoulder, the relative length of the 
upper arm, shoulder blade and leg.

With a short upper arm (not 
correct in the Australian Ter-
rier) the placement of the leg 
is moved forward, the leg is 
no longer set well under the 
body and the dog will move 
with limited reach.  It will take 
this dog many more steps to 
cover the same distance as 
that of a well- angulated dog.  
Often you will see a dog with 
this structure at a trot break-
ing gait because it cannot 
move at the faster pace easily.   

The legs whether moving at a 
trot or when jumping off the 
couch take the brunt of the 
impact on landing. With the 
straighter shoulder angula-
tion and/ or a shorter upper 
arm, a dog will land on its 
toes instead of its pads and the shock on impact will be greater. This 
dog will tire more easily. The well angulated dog lands on the pads of 
the feet and the shock is absorbed.

To assess the front shoulder structure, place your right hand on the 
point of the withers (the highest part of the shoulder blade).  If you 
are having difficulty locating the withers, raise the front leg of the dog 
and you should be able to more readily find the top blade.  Place your 
left middle finger on the point of shoulder (which is the junction of 
the shoulder blade and the upper arm) and your thumb on the elbow.  
The shoulder blade and upper arm should be of equal length and the 
elbow should be below the withers.

Correct
Shoulder of proper length and layback, forming 90° angle 

with upper arm which is of equal length

InCorrect
Straight shoulder forming much greater 

than 90° angle with upper arm 
of shorter length. Note resultant lack of 

body in front of forelegs.
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A distinct structural feature of the Australian Terrier, visible in profile, 
is the keel. The term keel refers to the shaped outline or curve of the 
lower chest formed between the prosternum and the end of the ster-
num (breastbone) and likened to the bow of a ship.

The prosternum is the forward most point of the breastbone to which 
ribs are attached; it is also called the point of the breastbone.  This 
point is the start of the keel, which follows the breastbone (sternum) 
to its end.  It is located in front of the point of shoulder.

Lack of a prominent prosternum is usually the result of poor front 
structure. According to Pat Hastings “ Since a good prosternum surface 
is necessary for proper muscle attachment, which links the upper arm 
to the ribcage, a lack of prosternum may result in a very loose forward 
motion”.

The prominent forechest is a distinguishing feature of the Australian 
Terrier.

The following are listed as Forequarter  
FAULTS: Straight, loose and loaded shoulders.

The American Standard calls for a slight slope to the pastern, which is 
different from that in standards of other countries.  The pastern is the 
region of the foreleg between the wrist (carpus) and the foot.  Accord-
ing to Spira “upright pasterns are inadequate shock absorbers.  Dogs so 
affected tire more easily and have a slightly shorter stride than those with 
normally sloping pasterns’. 
Fault:  Down on pasterns.

The following books might be of assistance to those wanting to learn 
more about structure and movement in dogs:  McDowell Lyon’s The 
Dog In Action, Rachel Page Elliott’s Dogsteps, Leon Hollenbeck’s The 
Dynamics of Canine Gait and Pat Hastings’ Tricks of the Trade, Standard 
for the Australian Terrier, 1988, as approved by The Australian Terrier 
Club of America and in use by the American Kennel Club.

We all know that our dogs need walks. They need exercise, as well as 
mental stimulation, to be content and stable. Of course, it doesn’t hurt 
us to get some outdoor physical exercise, as well. So every day, we 
leash our dogs up and hit the pavement or the trail. But it isn’t just our 
sense of responsible dog ownership and the health benefits that get 
us (and keep us) walking. A small study by a researcher at the Univer-
sity of Liverpool found that a prime motivation for walking our dogs is 
that it makes us happy. And why does it make us happy? Because we 
believe it makes our dogs happy, too.

Dogs get to smell interesting things, check out the sights, and spend 
time with their owners. And, the bonding, exercise, and connecting 
with nature raises our spirits, too. The research was conducted us-
ing interviews and personal written materials from a small group of 
dog owners. It revealed that they were motivated to continue walks 
because they felt their dogs were enjoying it. Their motivation de-
creased if the dog seemed too old or too lazy to walk regularly, or was 
misbehaving. The study found that, although dog owners described 
the walks as “for the dog,” their responses showed that the dog’s needs 
aligned with their own. Their happiness was contingent on believing 
that the dog was feeling happiness and enjoyment.

There have been numerous studies on the benefits that dog walking 
brings to humans:

•	 It boosts motivation to get some exercise, especially if you feel 
you’re doing it for your canine friend. 

•	 Dog walking helps manage stress. Just being around a dog can 
lower your levels of cortisol, the human stress hormone. 

•	 The companionship of our non judgmental and loving canine 
friends has several mental health benefits, including increasing 
our sense of self-esteem. 

•	 While your dog is connecting with nature, so are you. If you put 
down your phone, pay attention to your surroundings, and get 
in touch with nature, it can increase your focus and well-being. 
Anecdotally, dog walking is useful for problem-solving and get-
ting yourself “unstuck.” 

•	 Dog walking is a great opportunity for socializing, for both you 
and your dog. Your dog gets to experience new people, surround-
ings, and other dogs. And you might find yourself chatting with 
other dog walkers or neighbors. 

•	 Walking alone can feel lonely or even boring. And sitting alone 
in the yard isn’t too exciting for your dog, either. A walk with an 
enthusiastic canine is instant companionship.

Dog walking is packed with physical and mental health benefits, 
which alone should be enough reason to do it. But most of all, we 
enjoy it because our dogs enjoy it. Now, doesn’t that make you want 
to hook up the leash, go outside, and get happy?

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

Want to Get Happy? 
Walk the Dog

By J an Reisen
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

CH SHOW JUDGES IN THE UK

Here in the UK, unlike the USA and many other countries, most of the 
judges at our huge all-breeds Championship shows where thousands 
of dogs are entered are breeder/judges who, in the main, are inter-
ested only in judging their own breed. Many people have little, and 
in some cases, no genuine interest in judging any other breeds at Ch 
shows. We call these judges breed specialists and most exhibitors 
over here prefer to show under breed specialists rather than non-
specialists. The reason for that is very simple - breed specialists have 
first-hand knowledge of their breed because they have lived with the 
breed rather than non-specialists who have no first-hand knowledge 
of the breed concerned. Non-specialists have no knowledge of the 
nuances that make each breed the very breed it is!

If you wish to become a Ch show judge of your chosen breed you 
need to judge at Open shows (they comprise - by far - most of our 
shows) over a period of at least seven years – at least five years must 
already be a Ch show judge in another breed - throughout the UK. 
This certainly stops many would-be judges from becoming Ch show 
judges, especially if they live in the more far-flung places in the UK 
such as Scotland and Cornwall. The cost of fuel in the UK is extremely 
high compared to most countries so travel costs are a major factor 
for aspiring judges, especially if they have husbands/wives/children/
dependants to consider. Judges at both our Open and Ch shows 
where CCs are not on offer judge in an honorary capacity, so the costs 
involved in funding judging appointments out of our own pockets can 
soon mount up, especially when you add in food, tea/coffee and over-
night accommodation. Many people can take several years to achieve 
Championship status as a judge – 20+ years is not at all uncommon in 
this country. People living in the Midlands, i.e. central England, espe-
cially around the Birmingham/Stafford/Derby/Leicester area, are at a 
distinct advantage as, by far and away, the greatest number of all the 
UK’s dog shows are held in this “charmed” area of the country.

Breed Specific Seminars, as well as various other seminars, have over 
the past few years become necessary to attend and pass. The former 
is where aspiring judges must pass an assessment of their judging 
capability in each breed. In my lifetime of going to shows and judging 
at all levels on a very regular basis I am not entirely convinced that this 
is the best way forward as seminars are, in my humble opinion, only as 
good as the person giving the talk on the breed concerned. I have at-
tended many breed seminars over the years (long before they became 
necessary) and I well remember being at one, in a terrier breed, many 
years ago where the speaker was a hugely successful exhibitor. At the 
end of the day another lady and myself (we are both second-genera-
tion breeders/exhibitors/judges who have enjoyed top-winning

success in our respective breeds and another person who is a long-
term handler all agreed we had learned no more than we knew when 
we stepped into the venue first thing that morning. All three of us, in 
fact, felt we had wasted our time and money. I was assessed on my 
judging capability in that breed both that day and again since. I’m 
delighted to say I passed on both occasions. 

In many countries people can decide they wish to judge dogs and 
their national kennel clubs have systems in place whereby that is per-
fectly achievable in several, if not, in many breeds in a relatively short 
space of time. Not so in the UK! People must be invited to judge, they 
then receive an official Kennel Club Judges’ Questionnaire which they 
must complete, send back to the inviting society who then forward it 
to the Kennel Club who consider each one received at a special meet-
ing. We must be approved every time we are invited to judge at Ch 
show level and each breed is considered completely separately. There 
is no such thing as bulk approval in this country. That is another reason 
so many UK judges can take many years to become a Ch show judge.

Challenge Certificates are owned solely by The Kennel Club and being 
approved by The KC to award CCs can take many months.   

Speaking of my own personal experience as a judge - I was born into 
and brought up in a small, successful show kennel of German Shep-
herd Dogs. I first judged in July 1969 and I have judged regularly ever 
since that day. I first got to know Australian Terriers in 1964/65 when I 
met my cousin’s first Aussie during a holiday with my cousin’s fam-
ily in North Wales. I attended the occasional Ch show on Aussie day 
from then on and I got my first Aussie in January 1970 when she was 
three months old. I took my cousin’s advice and bred from her in 1971, 
keeping a red bitch puppy whom I showed at various Ch shows from 
puppyhood until she was a veteran. I judged Australian Terriers for the 
very first time at Ch show level in May 1984. I was not deemed to be a 
novice because I had judged various breeds by then and for the past 
35+ years I have judged all breeds and Best in Show all-breeds at large 
Open shows many times – yet, to this day, the only breed in which I am 
an approved Ch show judge is the Australian Terrier!  
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Of Pumpkins and Pooches 
by Laci Schaible, DVM 

Pumpkin is said to be good for dogs. How so?

Pumpkin is a wonderful treat for your dog, and it is never more 
convenient to feed than this time of year. The most widely known 
benefit of pumpkin is a digestive one. If your pet has regular GI is-
sues, you should consult your vet, but for the occasional abnormal 
stool, pumpkin can be an effective treatment.

Pumpkins have a high water and fiber content and can act to 
hydrate the intestines and their contents when dogs are suffering 
from constipation. Start with 1 tsp for smaller dogs and 2 tsp for 
larger dogs at the first sign of constipation. The water and fibers 
will be absorbed by the dry stools in your dog’s intestines, and 
your pup should experience relief in a few hours.

Pumpkin can also be used to treat diarrhea, oddly enough. The 
soluble fiber in pumpkins actually helps absorb excess water in the 
bowels that the body didn’t absorb properly, thereby helping to 
calm diarrhea. Again start slowly, and adjust accordingly.

Pumpkin seeds are high in essential fatty acids and antioxidants 
(good for overall healthy skin and fur), and the oils in pumpkins’ 
flesh and seeds are believed to support urinary health. They are 
also an excellent source of Vitamin A, beta-carotene, potassium 
and iron, and may even reduce the likelihood your pet will develop 
cancer.

Pumpkin is also recently gaining popularity as a supplement to a 
dog’s food to aid in weight loss. While it is true that it is a low-cal/
low-fat/filler that is high in fiber and will help keep your 
pet feeling full longer, you want to make sure that your pet is still 
getting the required nutrients that he or she needs. As with all diet 
changes, start slowly and gradually increase. If your pet is obese, 
contacting your vet to get a personalized diet plan so your pet is 
not losing too much weight too rapidly, or too little weight too 
slowly.

Is pumpkin in all forms — including raw jack-o-lantern 
innards — good for dogs, or only cooked pumpkin?

Both forms are safe provided you use a little common sense. First 
of all, if your pet has a medical condition, such as diabetes or 
chronic kidney disease, always ask your vet first!

As far as our healthy pooches go, seeds and flesh of fresh raw 
pumpkins are safe provided, of course, it’s not a rotten pumpkin 
that’s been sitting on the porch for four weeks. Pumpkin parts 
do go rancid very quickly! An easy way to have some handy dog 
treats around that will last 3-4 weeks is roasting plain seeds in the 
oven. Leaves and stems, however, are covered in sharp little hairs, 
which can irritate the mouth and gastrointestinal tract and cause 
tiny little cuts in the dog’s intestines. Make sure pumpkin patch 
field trips are 100% supervised.

Common sense tells us fresh is always better than canned because 
of fewer synthetic ingredients. If you choose to go with canned, 
make sure it doesn’t have added sugar.

Is there a limit to the amount of pumpkin that’s healthy 
for dogs to eat?

Absolutely. There is a limit to just about everything. Unfortunately, 
I’ve scoured journal articles and no one knows the exact limit. 
According to the North American Companion Animal Formulary, 
the dose for a cat with constipation is 1 tsp per feeding. Small dogs 
can receive a comparable amount. For larger dogs, I would start 
with no more than 2 tsp with each meal. The giants may be able 
to tolerate up to 5 tsp with each meal. Adjust accordingly to your 
pet’s size.

A warning sign you are overdoing it is if the pet’s stools become 
orange, larger than usual, and pudding-like in firmness.

As far as seeds go, they are to be given in moderation, just like 
treats. With serious overfeeding, pumpkin seeds getting blocked in 
the colon has been reported.                                                                  
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Canadianisms
Australian Terrier Breeders in Canada

Registered Australian terrier Breeders in Canada are registered with 
the Canadian Kennel Club, (“CKC”) and reside in Ontario (“ON”), Al-
berta (“AB”) and British Columbia (“BC”).

The CKC, like its neighbor in the United States, the AKC, provides a 
registry of pure bred dogs in Canada. It’s a national member-based, 
non-profit organization, incorporated under the Animal Pedigree Act 
of Canada. Founded in 1888, it provides registry services for all the 179 
dog breeds which it currently recognizes, and provides governance for 
all CKC approved shows, trial and events. 

All its members operate under the Code of Practice for the CKC Mem-
ber Breeders, which can be found on the CKC website, www.ckc.ca.

The Australian terrier Canadian Breed Standard is also listed on the 
CKC website under “Breeding Dogs” and then “CKC Breed Standards” 
where it states that in Canada a dog may be presented with a Docked 
Tail or and Undocked Tail.

By Caren Holtby
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The Judge’s Corner

Our guest judge this issue is Melinda Lyon,  who has been judging the breed since 2006

How long have you been a judge: I applied 
to judge Westies in 1992

What do you enjoy while judging the 
breed? I think the Australian Terrier is one of 
the Terrier breeds in good shape.

What do you like most about the breed? 
I think this breed is pretty honest and true to 
type.

Do you see a difference in the dogs from 
the past to the present? As with most 
breeds, the grooming has evolved and is 

more sophisticated.  You notice I don’t say it’s necessarily better.

What do you see has improved in the breed over the years? What 
has improved is the you have maintained the integrity of your breed.

What do you feel needs improving in the breed? As in most all 
breeds, fronts are a concern.  

How do you find the consistency currently in the breed? This is 
one of the most consistent breeds in the Terrier Group.

When you are judging the breed, what are you looking for when 
they first enter the ring? Obviously I’m looking for type and balance.  
One of the hallmarks of this breed for me is a level topline, moving 
forward with alert confidence, reach and drive.

What advice can you give to judges new to the breed? Enjoy an 
honest breed but watch fronts. 
 
What would you like to share about the breed? I think this breed 
is in relatively good shape, consistent and true!  My only concern is to 
warn you to be vigilant with regard to fronts.  I would hate to see your 
beautiful keels disappear along with the layback and equal length of 
scapula to upper arm.  Naturally without these vital points, movement 
will be negatively impacted.  I love this breed and am proud to have 
been asked to judge your Regional Specialty.  
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by Sheila Atter - as published in DogFocus

Professional or Prejudiced?

disappointing to learn that animal husbandry courses in some col-
leges and universities are still using the film as course material, with-
out any comment or even opportunity for discussion. It is even more 
concerning to learn that those students who do have a more balanced 
view, often through participation in the show world themselves or 
having parents that breed pedigree dogs, are sometimes shouted 
down and are scared to try and redress the balance for fear of being 
ridiculed.

A recent case was highlighted on social media, and it was very good to 
read that the KC picked up on the comments and have contacted the 
college concerned with an offer to send a speaker who can put for-
ward a more up-to-date and positive view. Setting aside the fact that 
merely showing a film and expecting students to take all statements 
made therein as accurate without questioning the opinions expressed 
is a very lazy way of teaching, there is a real fear that some lecturers 
are using this as propaganda, pushing their own biased views onto 
impressionable students.

Full marks to the KC therefore for picking this up and acting positively. 
There are a lot of good dog breeders out there – and the majority of 
them would call themselves show breeders. Despite what the naysay-
ers would have people believe it is, in general, the breed clubs and 
those that show dogs who have been at the forefront of fundraising 
and assisting in research into canine illnesses. It is these breeders 
who regularly health test and who support health research. We can’t 
emphasise that enough. Those young people who are going to be 
the animal carers of the future deserve to have the true facts offered 
to them. It is very fashionable in some circles to believe that the only 
good dog is a rescue dog – preferably one from Romania or Spain. I 
don’t deny for one moment that there are some very deserving dogs 
in the care of the various rescues, but these are not dogs that would 
suit the average family, maybe first time dog owners, who just want a 
family pet – a pleasant easy-going companion that will live a long and 
healthy life. That sort of dog doesn’t often come through a rescue ken-
nel – it comes from a caring, conscientious breeder, who will then offer 
a lifetime of support to the new owners.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
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Whether we like it or not, the public perception of a dog breeder is 
someone, almost certainly female, living in a fairly untidy, probably 
smelly, house, surrounded by far too many dogs. Good dog breeders 
are usually portrayed as being far more concerned about the welfare 
of their dogs than they are about their own health and well-being – 
often described, somewhat disparagingly as ‘the salt of the earth’ – the 
kind of person you would turn to in an emergency, but not necessarily 
invite to a dinner party where you were trying to impress your boss. 
Bad breeders are evil puppy farmers, keeping their dogs in hell holes 
where they barely see the light of day and spend their miserable lives 
churning out sickly puppies that are sold on to pet shops or dealers.

In days gone by, admitting to being a dog breeder was perhaps 
socially acceptable in certain circles – OK if the breed concerned was 
a gundog or hound, or even a fashionable toy breed, but somewhat 
dodgy otherwise. The broadcasting of the TV documentary, Pedigree 
Dogs Exposed, probably changed the public perception of the dog 
breeder overnight. Dog breeders are now vilified. They are all, so some 
would have us believe, only concerned with lining their own pockets 
with no care whatsoever for the health and welfare of their dogs. And 
show breeders are the worst. They will compromise everything for the 
chance of a red rosette. Of course that doesn’t include the nice lady 
that you bought your beautiful puppy from – but she is obviously 
the exception that proves the rule, because she really gave you the 
third degree before she would even let you see her pups; she talked 
about the health testing she had done in order to ensure that the 
pups would be able to live a long and healthy life; she has been with 
you every step of the way, offering support when you were worried 
about the responsibility you had taken on, and eventually becoming a 
valued friend. 

The truth, of course, is that in dog breeding as in every other walk of 
life, there are the good, the bad and the indifferent. There are prob-
ably quite a lot of breeders that fulfil that original perception – too 
many dogs living in a fairly chaotic house – but those dogs will be 
well cared for and the breeder may well have a life time of knowledge 
and experience in their chosen breed. There are some dreadful puppy 
farms that don’t deserve to exist in a civilised society. There are some 
show breeders that have little regard for anything other than their 
next big winner, and are prepared to compromise on health issues in 
order to get it – and equally there are many show breeders that are 
highly responsible and extremely knowledgeable when it comes to 
breed health.

The KC’s Assured Breeder Scheme, and its subsequent accreditation 
by UKAS has met with a mixed reception from dog breeders since 
its inception some twelve years ago, but what it has done is to place 
emphasis on the breeder doing things correctly – from having clean 
premises with adequate facilities for bitch and puppies to ensuring 
that there is an easily accessible paper trail covering all aspects of 
breeding and selling those puppies: from veterinary care, through ap-
propriate health testing to registration and microchipping.

Despite what detractors would have us believe, a large number of dog 
breeders are responsible and ethical. They care very deeply about the 
health and welfare of their puppies and about the breeds themselves. 
Yes, there were things wrong in some breeds; but PDE was broadcast 
nine years ago, and a lot has changed since then. It is therefore very
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  A Blast From Australian Kennel Review
by Edith Rivers
February, 1958

  The Past
of breeds were used to create the Aussie of today and and consider-
ing these different breeds in their sizes and colors it is not difficult to 
understand the variety which appears in the breed and to realize that 
it is still difficult and most interesting breed to work with.

Whatever the origin and the diversity of opinions, there has been no 
dispute concerning the color grouping of the coat. This was divided 
into two classes, No 1 embracing the bi-color blue and tan, and No 2 
covering the sandy or red. These two groups colors were definitely
recognized in 1895. The sandy or red were sometimes called the straw 
color. In 1889 a club to foster the bread was formed in Melbourne. In 
the standard, ears were permitted to be pricked or dropped towards 
the front, and they were also cut. But this practice was abolished in 
Australia in 1896. The standard which we possess today was adopted 
by the Kennel Control Council of Victoria on October 23, 1947 (since 
revised). In this standard, the grouping of color is still the same, the 
blue and tan, and the sandy or red. Actually, in Group 2 there are two 
colors listed, sandy AND red where is in Group 1 it is one color, and 
blue and tan with it’s a variety of shades and body color and topknot. 
Body color is listed as blue, blue black, and gray black shades with tan  
- the richer the tan the better – on face and legs.

The color of the blue dog should be bluish at the roots of the hair and 
darker at the ends, to give a nice dark bluish color. It is definitely stated 
that black, or coal-black, coat color is not desirable, although forgiven 
in a puppy who’s coat may not color up until much later. But no where 
is it stated that the pale fawn to a wheaton shade in place of the rich 
tan is correct, and unfortunately so many adult dogs with black coats 
and wheaton colors, instead of tan, or excepted as correct, that it has 
been suggested quite seriously that the standard should be altered to 
except these as correct! Admittedly it is the most difficult thing to do, 
to breed a good specimen with the correct coat coloring, but it is the 
ideal which has been set and should be worked for.

There is diversity of opinion as to how the broken coats are caused, or 
can be corrected, and this is where a study of ancestors on the pedi-
gree will be of benefit. Good coat color doesn’t just happen, and it is 
invariably allied with the correct code texture. The standard calls for a 
harsh and weather resistant coat of two Dash 2 - 21/2 inches in length, 
a rough, hardcoat with a short undercoat to make the coat weather 
-resistant, as the Aussie is a working terrier going to earth after vermin, 
rabbits another game, and requires a coat to withstand the roughness 
of the earth and its herbage, which a soft coat is unable to do.

Time does not permit me to deal exhaustively with the whole question 
of color, with its desirable and undesirable features, and I hope that I 
have not discourage any novice breeders by drawing attention to the 
necessity and difficulty and achieving the correct color. In my limited 
breeding experience I assure you I have found it one of the most fasci-
nating points to experiment with, to produce good color with correct 
texture of coat in the two groups, as well as all the other important 
features necessarily to produce a dog true to type and character. The 
general type in Aussies maybe mixed, but I think everyone will agree 
that the character of the breed runs very hard – intelligent, affection-
ate, and game and whether we prefer a Blue-and-Tan or Sandy or Red, 
or all of them (as I do) we will find no fault with the Aussie as a grand 
little dog.

The color of the coat in the Australian terrier is one of the most 
interesting and difficult points to establish in the breeding of the 
Aussie, and it is also one of the most misunderstood and controversial 
subjects between breeders, owners of one or two dogs, and judges 
who are expected to know the requirements of the standard regarding 
the color and texture of the coat. Unfortunately, in the latter case there 
are too many who attach small importance to the color whether it is 
correct or not, or have a biased toward a certain color which influences 
them consciously or unconsciously.

Color is definitely associated with texture, and in the assessing of 
points the same number is allowed for each and, as both the color and 
the coat contribute so much to the general appearance of the dogs, 
and points allowed for general appearance equal then total allowed 
for color and coat, almost half of the full total of 100 points is involved 
in judging to the standard.

To understand color, 
one must study of 
the evolution of 
the breed. As far as 
I have been able to 
a certain, specula-
tion, not knowledge, 
has formulated the 
theory of its origins, 
but it has been quite 
authoritatively stated 
that certain breeds 
which were British 
and or origin, were 
known to have been used to create the breed. These British dogs, 
namely the Skye, Scotch and Dandy Dinmont terrier’s had a common 
ancestry. When the Australian terrier was first exhibited in in Austra-
lia in 1885 it has been stated that it was then similar and type to the 
Scotch Terrier and was known as the Rough Coated Terrier. I want to 
impress upon those who are unfamiliar with the old Scotch Terrier, not 
to confuse it with the present Scottish Terrier which we all know so 
well.

There is no doubt that we owe a tremendous debt to the breeders of 
the past, as the type was very mixed - all sizes, shapes, colors – and it 
was one of the hardest tasks to breed to uniformity. The Aussie was 
originally created to be a useful, game, small dog with hordes of rats 
plaguing the southern cities and was are referred to as the Rat Terrier.

In the evolution to uniformity, the Yorkshire, the Irish and the Black 
and Tan Terrier’s are known to have been used, as well as the Skye, the 
Scotch and Dandy Dinmont. It is claimed by some that the Cairn Ter-
rier was also used, but it has been stated very authoritatively that the 
type was more or less fixed before the Cairn Terrier was introduced to 
Australia after World War I.

I have been told by a southern breeder that the Norwich Terrier has 
also been used, and with so many persons trying to improve the dog I 
dare-say various breeds have been used which perhaps we may never 
know about. Be that as it may, it is not disputed that a number
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Gay Talese is a bestselling author who has written fourteen books. He 
was a reporter for the New York Times from 1956 to 1965, and since 
then he has written for the The New Yorker, Esquire, and other national 
publications.

Talese helped to define literary journalism. Talese’s most famous 
articles are about Joe DiMaggio and Frank Sinatra.

Talese has been married to another writer, Nan Talese (a New York 
editor who manages the Nan A. Talese/Doubleday imprint), for more 
than 50 years.

He was born in Ocean City, New Jersey, and currently lives in New 
York City. His groundbreaking article Frank Sinatra Has a Cold was 
named the “best story Esquire ever published,” and he was credited by 
Tom Wolfe with the creation of an 
inventive form of nonfiction writing 
called “The New Journalism.”

Gay also wrote Walking My Cigar 
about the pleasures of lighting up 
while taking his two Australian ter-
riers for an after-dinner walk near 
his townhouse on Manhattan’s East 
Side. 

Some of his most famous articles include:

FRANK SINATRA HAS A COLD - 1966 Esquire
In the winter of 1965, writer Gay Talese arrived in Los Angeles with an 
assignment from Esquire to profile Frank Sinatra. The legendary singer 
was approaching fifty, under the weather, out of sorts, and unwilling 
to be interviewed. So Talese remained in L.A., hoping Sinatra might 
recover and reconsider, and he began talking to many of the people 
around Sinatra—his friends, his associates, his family, his countless 
hangers-on—and observing the man himself wherever he could. The 
result, “Frank Sinatra Has a Cold,” ran in April 1966 and became one of 
the most celebrated magazine stories ever published, a pioneering 
example of what came to be called New Journalism—a work of rigor-
ously faithful fact enlivened with the kind of vivid storytelling that had 
previously been reserved for fiction. The piece conjures a deeply rich 
portrait of one of the era’s most guarded figures and tells a larger story 
about entertainment, celebrity, and America itself.

THE SILENT SEASON OF A HERO - 1966 Esquire
This story is a profile on Joe DiMaggio written for Esquire in 1966. 
This feature article follows the signature vignette-style storytelling, 
dark-corner observations and incisive panache that Talese’s writing is 
so acclaimed for.

THE VOYEUR’S MOTEL - 2016 The New Yorker 
On January 7, 1980, in the run-up to the publication of his landmark 
bestseller Thy Neighbor’s Wife, Gay Talese received an anonymous 
letter from a man in Colorado. “Since learning of your long awaited 
study of coast-to-coast sex in America,” the letter began, “I feel I have 
important information that I could contribute to its contents or to 
contents of a future book.” The man went on to tell Talese an astonish-
ing secret, that he had bought a motel to satisfy his voyeuristic desires. 
He had built an attic “observation platform,” fitted with vents, through 
which he could peer down on his unwitting guests.

Unsure what to make of this confession, Talese traveled to Colorado 
where he met the man—Gerald Foos—verified his story in person, 
and read some of his extensive journals, a secret record of America’s 
changing social and sexual mores. But because Foos insisted on 
remaining anonymous, Talese filed his reporting away, assuming the 
story would remain untold. Now, after thirty-five years, he’s ready to 
go public and Talese can finally tell his story. 

Meet Gay Talese
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In 2015 I attended the ATCA Nationals in Chattanooga for the first 
time, and was finally able to meet in person so many Aussie people 
that I only knew through Facebook, emails, phone calls, and of course, 
the Talkabout. Seeing so many Aussies at one time, and in one place, 
was like going to Hollywood – all the dogs I had only been able to 
admire in photographs and videos were right there in front of me, 
and I could even touch a few of them!  (No autographs though!)  My 
two Aussies, Abby and Rocky, were with me at ringside as the groups 
of much celebrated Aussies and their handlers paraded past us so 
beautifully, each one so proud and self-assured.  (My two dogs were 
not impressed and fell asleep at my feet – they probably thought they 
were the privileged ones!). 

I knew that would not be my last visit to the ATCA Nationals, and I 
decided to attend once again in 2017 at Purina Farms.  As expected, 
it was an exciting and rewarding trip, seeing all the beautiful Aussies 
and so many new and not-so-new friends.  We arrived with my two 
Aussies in tow; this time it was Abby and Zeke, having lost my Rocky 
in February 2017.  Zeke is new to our family but he has proven to be a 
great little traveler, and much like Rocky in so many ways.  Although 
we made our journey to Purina Farms with two Aussies, on our return 
trip there were three.  We were very happy to transport a sweet little 
guy named Ollie to meet his new family from Delaware.

As an artist and photographer I often display my work, sell prints and 
note cards, and promote my pet portrait services at local craft shows 
and outdoor markets.  I usually bring my two Aussies with me to the 
outdoor markets, and I get as many inquiries about them as I do about 
my work.  People want to know what breed they are and marvel at 
their beauty, and their calm and friendly demeanor…..often taking 
photos with their phones because they’ve never seen or heard of 
Australian Terriers.  They are ambassadors for their breed wherever 
they go.

I know there are many non-dog show people who love and own a 
particular dog breed, usually without knowing exactly why – they only 
know there’s an indefinable connection, a soul-to-soul bond that just 
feels right.  I am one of those people.  I would like to thank all of the 
devoted Aussie people who tirelessly work to perpetuate, protect and 
improve the Australian Terrier breed….you have made it possible for 
me, and others like me, to share our lives with these incredible little 
dogs. 

People often ask why I have owned only Australian Terriers through-
out my entire adult life.  After all, it’s not a breed that’s common in 
Southwest Pennsylvania, I’ve never gotten involved or had a desire to 
be involved in conformation or performance events ……and finding 
an Aussie to add to one’s family can often involve a long and arduous 
search, as well as patience and either a long drive or costly travel by 
air. Why?  Because every Aussie that has been a part of my family has 
brought me immeasurable joy, companionship, unconditional love 
and comfort, and has often sustained me through tough times.  I’m 
not saying that other dog breeds, or a mixed breed dog from a shelter, 
wouldn’t or couldn’t provide those things; but to me Aussies are just 
“my kind of dogs.”

People also ask why I bother to be a member of ATCA, and attend and 
support dog shows if I don’t show my own dogs.  It is all about a love 
for the breed, and appreciation and support for those so committed to 
its improvement and protection. 

My love affair with Australian Terriers began in the late 1970’s when 
my Dad brought home a little pup he named “Itty Bitty”.  Mom and 
Dad were window shopping, came upon a pet shop and decided to 
take a peek at the puppies. My Dad immediately fell in love with a little 
black and brown bundle of energy and decided that he would come 
back the next day with money in hand.  If that pup was still there, he 
was bringing her home….and, as they say, the rest is history. 

As I learned more about Aussies I realized that Itty Bitty was not the 
best physical specimen of the breed – but she made up for it with in-
telligence, spunk and charm. My Dad swore that she understood every 
word he said and he never had to use a leash – even taking her on 
mountain excursions.  If she ventured too far away he merely had to 
say “that’s far enough” and she would return to his side. Unfortunately 
she was diagnosed with diabetes when she was about five years old 
and lived only to about the age of eight, with Dad dutifully giving her 
daily insulin shots and closely monitoring her food intake.

After being so impressed with that little dog, I learned as much as I 
could about the breed.  At one point I even wrote a letter to Mrs. Nell 
Fox, telling her how much I loved Aussies and enjoyed the column that 
she wrote for so many years in the AKC Gazette.  Much to my surprise, I 
received a handwritten reply that I treasure to this day.

I eventually found a local breeder from whom I got my own first Aussie 
and named her Duchess Tamara “Tammy”. When I went to the breed-
ers’ home I sat down on the floor as they released all five puppies from 
their pen. All I could think was “how do I choose just one?”  Then a little 
female came to me, grabbed my shoe lace, untied my sneaker and 
barked at me…..the choice was made – by her, not me! I always refer 
to Tammy as my perfect dog – I don’t remember ever having to correct 
her or break a bad habit, and I was never even exasperated by typical 
terrier antics.  She impressed me just as Itty Bitty before her…..I was 
convinced - this was an incredible breed, and there must always be at 
least one in my life.

After a while I decided to join the Australian Terrier Club of America, 
not for the purpose of showing my dogs, but to support those who 
do.  As the years went by I owned several other Aussies – Maggie 
Mae, Fancy, Rocky, and now Abby and Zeke.  There have been health 
issues with diabetes, pancreatitis, Cushing’s Disease, and lastly with 
my dearly departed Rocky there was liver cancer.  It’s heartbreaking 
and often costly to deal with these problems, but I did it willingly and 
would do it again.

A View From Outside The Show Ring
By Norma Rowley
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By Kirsi Ola

North Of  The 60  Latitude
Health Issues In Breeding In Finland

The Australian Terrier Club of Finland was established in 1987, so this 
year the club celebrates its’ 30th anniversary. Since the beginning, 
health issues have been one of the top priorities. The first concern was 
patellas. In order to collect more precise information and to limit stud 
use of dogs with patella problems, the club’s members voted for a 
recommended patella checks for all Australian Terriers planning  to be 
used for breeding. Following Finnish Kennel Club’s rules, the minimum 
age for the initial check is one year, and the vet must be a specialist 
and approved by KC to give a statement of patellas. Like in most coun-
tries, we also follow Putnam scale in patella evaluation. Aussies with 
patella grades 0 and 1 are accepted for breeding, but grade 1 patellas 
must be mated with grade 0 patellas. 

Club members soon added eye check-ups in the recommendation 
as well due to rumors of Australian Terriers having cataracts, again, 
the minimum age is one year, but unlike patellas, eye results are not 
permanent but need to be re-checked every 2 years. The vet must be 
an eye specialist, which sometimes causes challenges for the breeders; 
Finland is a big country in size, but sparsely populated and therefore 
access to a specialist may require a long drive to a larger city. Only 
Aussies whose eyes show no signs of hereditary eye problems may be 
used in breeding. 

What is important is that these health results are public. When a 
person goes to have a dog checked, he/she needs to sign a form 
where the person gives permission to publish the result. Thus, it is not 
possible - not in theory anyway - to get the result first and only after 
that to decide if the results will be published or not. That way there is 
no ”censorship” of breeders or owners but the breed results reflect the 
truth without contest. 

The third measure taken to improve the breed’s health is a voluntary 
”health list”, which, despite its’ name, is actually a list including names 
of the Australian Terriers who have a disease with possible hereditary 
nature. The owners and breeders may inform the club’s Breeding com-
mittee about the diagnosis, which is then added to the list. This list is 
available to all members of the club. This list includes cases of diabetes, 
cancer, hypothyroidism, allergies etc. 

The Results Of Patella Checks

All health results have been added to the KC open database, which 
gave me the opportunity to run different reports. I ran statistics to see 
if our patella checks have improved the patella results. I had the results 
divided by the birth year. 

Puppies born 1988 - 1995, when there was very few patella checked 
dogs in the pedigrees. Then in groups of ten years (1996 - 2005 & 2006 
- 2015). Altogether, born in 1988-2015, there has been 1878 patella 
checked Australian Terriers in Finland. 

The stunning - and somewhat depressing - result was, that in each of 
those periods, the patella results has not changed significantly. They 
were about the same: 
83% were grade 0
13% were grade 1
3% were grade 2
1% were grade 3. 

I also did a quick look to see if dogs with loose patellas had lots of un-
checked ancestors in pedigrees, but that was not the case. Many had 
several generations of checked pedigree dogs. This issue would require 
more research, but the result was certainly very interesting. 

The Results Of Eye Exams

I also ran reports for eye results, for every birth year. 
The results varied between 0 - 11% of found eye issues, 
however, since ”suspected/unclear” results are counted 
as sick individuals, the eye statistics show a slightly 
worse situation than it is in reality. Also, when a dog 
with a recorded eye disease goes for a second check, 
the stats count that also. There was no sign of dogs with 
eye issues decreasing. 

When it comes to pedigrees, (eye results are on pedi-
grees) I went through the dogs who had a cataract 
diagnosis. Here the result was clearly different to patella 
results. Almost all of the dogs with cataracts had either 
one imported parent with an unchecked background 

or cataract cases in their close relatives. This would indicate, and I 
emphasize that this is my personal opinion, that regular eye exams and 
knowledge of the eye results in the pedigrees does help to decrease at 
least cataract cases. But like 
with patellas, also this issue 
would require more thor-
ough research for any certain 
conclusions. 
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Dog Paw Biscuits                          
2 Cups whole wheat flour 
1 Cup toasted wheat germ 
½ tsp ground cinnamon
¾ Cup water 
¼ Cup creamy peanut butter ( Not reduced fat!)
1 large egg
2 Tbsp canola,oil
                                                   
Preheat oven to 350’
Combine flour, wheat germ, and cinnamon. Stir in remaining ingredients.
On a floured surface roll dough to ¼ “thickness.  Cut with a 3 inch bone shaped  cookie cutter or a 2 inch round cookie cutter.
Press into the dough with your thumb to make a paw print pattern. 
Place 2 inches apart on an ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake until edges are lightly browned, 30-35 minutes. 
Cool on a wire rack and store in refrigerator

I’ll Do Anything for These Liver Treats!

1 pound of chicken livers
2 eggs
2 Tbsp Oil  
2-3 cloves of garlic  
1 Cup of cornmeal 
½ Cup, of flour

                                        
Combine liver, eggs, oil and garlic in a food  processor and blend well.  Pour into a bowl and stir in cornmeal and flour.   
Spread into a 13 x 9 inch pan sprayed with cooking spray and bake for ten minutes at 450’.  
Do not overbake.   
Cool and cut into small squares.
Store in a freezer bag in the freezer and thaw as needed.    

Quick Dog Treats
1 jar beef, chicken, or turkey baby food
7 Tbsp wheat germ
10 Tbsp powdered milk
7-10 Tbsp fine instant oatmeal   
                   
Mix all together.  
Add a little water to the baby food jar to rinse remaining  contents 
from the sides and bottom and add to the recipe.  
Pour into pan. Bake at 350’ until lightly browned
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Each Australian Terrier brings personality traits to our relationship with 
them that endear them to us. As I remember those I have lost and em-
brace those that are still with me, each one brings to mind something 
special that makes me smile. Momma Cena, a very happy fun loving 
bitch, used to do what we called the “bed time dance”. Because she felt 
that she should sleep in the bed with us and not in a crate where the 
other dogs slept, she would dance in circles with her shoulder near the 
ground and her butt in the air. The whole time she would grin over her 
shoulder and wiggle her whole body. While I have seen her puppies 
and grandpuppies “dance”, none have been able to achieve it quite to 
the same effect. 

Flame, a regal stud dog, would 
sit very proper looking at the 
edge of the deck and watch 
over the other dogs. We called 
him the “deck king”.  He would 
go from regal to deadly when 
he saw a critter that needed 
hunting. He would streak out 
into the yard and usually bring 
back an offering to lay at my feet. 
He would be the one in a trench 

with only his tail showing as he tracked moles across the yard. When 
he caught a mole, he would then throw it over his shoulder. One of the 
other dogs would catch it and make a game of “who has the mole” as 
they raced around the yard passing it off like a football. He also had 
several other endearing mannerisms. One was that he didn’t kiss with 
his tongue. If he liked you, he would cover your nose and chin with 
his mouth and gently rake your face as he closed his mouth. He did 
this while looking deeply 
and directly into your eyes. 
Another trait was the way 
he would talk.  He didn’t 
bark or growl. Instead make 
a deep “Arrooo” sound. I 
have several dogs that do 
a high pitched “rooo-rooo” 
and others that do “Arr rar 
rar” with an inside talking 
voice, but none make that 
unique “Arrooo” that Flame 
would make.

Sugar, a young bitch, starts her day by running laps around the yard, 
up on the deck and back around the yard. She runs full out for at least 
5 minutes and barely stops to do her morning business. She actually 
continues to move forward while she does it. She is a very loving girl 
who feels inclined to clean anyone’s eyes and ears that let her – 
humans and dogs alike. I am sure she will be very attentive to her pup-
pies when she has a litter! Dean, a 6 year old stud, will quietly climb 
onto my lap and lay down. He does it so gently that you almost don’t 
notice that he is there. Of course when he wants to get your atten-
tion, he stands on his hind legs and waves his front legs together in a 
begging motion while grunting what sounds like “me me me”. Aurora, 
a spunky young bitch, gets so excited about the possibility of getting 
to go for a ride in the truck that she is out the door and in the truck 
before you even know she is with you. If she does get to go, she is alert 
and excited to be there the whole trip.

While these are just a few of the Aussies that have touched my life or 
are still with me, each holds a special place in my heart. I am sure that 
each and every Aussie has that special something that their owner 
holds dear. Embrace them and enjoy every day that you have with 
your Aussie! While they may live long lives for a dog, the end comes 
too quickly, and then all you have are the memories.

AKC Gazette Column - by Dr Grace Massey

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
November 2017  

That Special Something
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What is Degenerative Myelopathy?

Degenerative myelopathy is a progressive disease of the spinal cord 
in older dogs. The disease has an insidious onset typically between 8 
and 14 years of age. It begins with a loss of coordination (ataxia) in the 
hind limbs. The affected dog will wobble when walking, knuckle over 
or drag the feet. This can first occur in one hind limb and then affect 
the other. As the disease progresses, the limbs become weak and the 
dog begins to buckle and has difficulty standing. The weakness gets 
progressively worse until the dog is unable to walk. The clinical course 
can range from 6 months to 1 year before dogs become paraplegic. 
If signs progress for a longer period of time, loss of urinary and fecal 
continence may occur and eventually weakness will develop in the 
front limbs. Another key feature of DM is that it is not a painful disease.

What causes Degenerative Myelopathy?

Degenerative myelopathy begins with the spinal cord in the thoracic 
(chest) region. If we look under the microscope at that area of the cord 
from a dog that has died from DM, we see degeneration of the white 
matter of the spinal cord. The white matter contains fibers that trans-
mit movement commands from the brain to the limbs and sensory 
information from the limbs to the brain.

This degeneration consists of both demyelination (stripping away the 
insulation of these fibers) and axonal loss (loss of the actual fibers), 
and interferes with the communication between the brain and limbs. 
Recent research has identified a mutation in a gene that confers a 
greatly increased risk of developing the disease.

How is Degenerative Myelopathy clinically diagnosed?

Degenerative myelopathy is a diagnosis of elimination. We look for 
other causes of the weakness using diagnostic tests like myelography 
and  MRI. When we have ruled them out, we end up with a presump-
tive diagnosis of DM. The only way to confirm the diagnosis is to 
examine the spinal cord under the microscope when a necropsy 
(autopsy) is performed.  There are degenerative changes in the spinal 
cord characteristic for DM and not typical for some other spinal cord 
disease. 

What else can look like Degenerative Myelopathy?

Any disease that affects the dog’s spinal 
cord can cause similar signs of loss of 
coordination and weakness. Since many 
of these diseases can be treated 
effectively, it is important to pursue the 
necessary tests to be sure that the dog 
doesn’t have one of these diseases. 
The most common cause of hind limb 
weakness is herniated intervertebral 
disks. The disks are shock absorbers 
between the vertebrae in the back. 
When herniated, they can cause pressure
 on the spinal cord and weakness or 
paralysis. Short-legged, long back dogs

are prone to slipped disks. A herniated disk can usually be detected 
with X-rays of the spine and myelogram or by using more advanced 
imaging such as CT scan or MRI. Other diseases we should consider 
include tumors, cysts, infections, injuries and stroke. Similar diagnostic 
procedures will help to diagnose most of these diseases. If neces-
sary, your veterinarian can refer you to a board certified neurologist 
who can aid in diagnosing degenerative myelopathy. A directory to a 
neurologist near you can be found at American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine website under the “Find a Specialist Near You” link.

How do we treat Degenerative Myelopathy?

There are no treatments that have been clearly shown to stop or 
slow progression of DM. Although there are a number of approaches 
that have been tried or recommended on the internet, no scientific 
evidence exists that they work. The outlook for a dog with DM is still 
grave. The discovery of a gene that identifies dogs at risk for develop-
ing degenerative myelopathy could pave the way for therapeutic trials 
to prevent the disease from developing. Meanwhile, the quality of life 
of an affected dog can be improved by measures such as good nurs-
ing care, physical rehabilitation, pressure sore prevention, monitoring 
for urinary infections, and ways to increase mobility through use of 
harnesses and carts.

ORIVET GENETIC PET CARE in Australia where testing on Australian 
Terriers is ongoing, state that 40% of the dogs tested are positive 
carriers of Degenerative Myelopathy.

NOTE: ATCA uses OFA to manage the testing and DM is not a listed 
DNA test for Aussies only vWD (von Willebrand Disease).

Other labs that will test for DM in the USA:

VetGen (Michigan) cost is $65

Degenerative Myelopathy - Disease Basics
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Earlier this year, a study out of the University of California-Davis 
showed higher rates of certain cancers and musculoskeletal disorders 
among neutered Golden Retrievers, compared with rates among 
sexually intact Goldens. The findings challenge what is essentially an 
article of faith within the U.S. veterinary profession: Thou shalt spay or 
castrate cats and dogs.

Unlike in many parts of Europe, where elective gonadectomy is seen 
as unethical and the procedure is rare, most owned cats and dogs in 
the United States are spayed or castrated before 1 year of age. “Spay-
ing and neutering is the most common surgery performed in Banfield 
hospitals,” said Dr. Karen Faunt, vice president of medical quality for 
Banfield’s more than 830 hospitals.

Veterinarians and humane organizations alike support neutering as 
a population management tool that can also improve pet health and 
curb unwanted behaviors. Spayed cats and dogs, for example, are 
known to have lower incidences of mastitis; castrated dogs have a 
lower risk of developing prostate disease and are less likely to roam 
than are sexually intact dogs. Spay Day USA, World Spay Day, and the 
U.S. Postal Service’s 2002 “Neuter or spay” commemorative stamps 
have reinforced the importance of neutering pets.

Belief in the advisability of spaying and neutering was called into 
question this past February when the online journal PLOS ONE pub-
lished the UC-Davis study linking neutering to the increased occur-
rence of certain adverse health conditions in Golden Retrievers. While 
it isn’t the first study to challenge widely held assumptions about 
neutering, it garnered a great deal of attention, possibly because of 
the Golden Retriever’s standing as one of America’s most popular dog 
breeds.

Number Crunching

As part of the study, UC-Davis researchers analyzed medical records 
for 759 Golden Retrievers treated at the Veterinary Medical Teaching 
Hospital for hip dysplasia, cranial cruciate ligament tear, lymphosarco-
ma, hemangiosarcoma, and mast cell tumor—conditions to which the 
breed is predisposed. The dogs were privately owned, were of both 
sexes, and ranged from 1 to 8 years of age. What researchers found 
was noteworthy (see JAVMA, April 1, 2013).

Of males castrated early—defined in this study as before 1 year of 
age—10 percent had hip dysplasia, double the occurrence among 
sexually intact males. Cranial cruciate ligament tears were not diag-
nosed in any of the sexually intact males or females, but in the early 
age–neutered males and females, prevalences were 5 percent and 8 
percent, respectively. Lymphosarcoma was diagnosed in almost 10 
percent of males castrated early, three times the rate in sexually intact 
males.

Additionally, researchers found the percentage of females spayed at 
1 year of age or later that developed hemangiosarcoma (about 7 per-
cent) was more than four times the percentages of sexually intact and 
early age–neutered females that developed hemangiosarcoma. None 
of the sexually intact females developed mast cell tumors, but nearly 6 
percent of females spayed at 1 year of age or later did.

“Understandably, we see plenty of push back, along with lots of 
compliments like ‘thank goodness someone is finally doing something 
about the issue, especially the very early neutering’,” acknowledged 
Dr. Benjamin L. Hart, the study’s lead investigator and a distinguished 
professor emeritus at the UC-Davis School of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Ann F. Hubbs is chairwoman of the Golden Retriever Club of Ameri-
ca’s Health and Genetics Committee. The GRCA, comprising more than 
4,500 members, has long been concerned with issues regarding the 
health effects and optimal timing of neutering. The club welcomes the 
findings of the UC-Davis study.

“Studies such as this may help owners and veterinarians make neuter-
ing decisions together that balance numerous factors and are tailored 
to the individual dog’s health, the owner’s goals, and the overall 
circumstances,” Dr. Hubbs said.
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Study Shines Spotlight On Neutering
By R. Scott Nolen

Assumptions about a mainstay of companion animal practice are called into question

“We change animals when 
we spay and 

castrate them, both in 
good and bad ways.”

Dr. Margaret V Root, professor of small animal theriogenology and assistant dean of 
education, University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine



Throughout the past three decades, however, the same journals have 
also published data showing the opposite to be true. Researchers have 
reported higher incidences of musculo skeletal and endocrinologic 
disorders, obesity, and urinary incontinence in neutered mixed-breed 
and pedigreed cats and dogs, compared with incidences in sexually 
intact animals.

“We change animals when we spay and castrate them, both in good 
and bad ways,” explained Dr. Margaret V. Root, a professor of small 
animal theriogenology at the University of Minnesota College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

“There is little to help us understand cause and effect of surgery and 
disorders prevented or apparently promoted by this surgery. There 
also are few studies specifically addressing whether or not age at the 
time of surgery has an effect on development of problems.”

Dr. Root is a diplomate of the American College of Theriogenologists 
and has twice published literature reviews on the positive and nega-
tive health effects of neutering on dogs and cats, first in 2007 and 
most recently in 2012.

“There have been several studies published since then, including the 
Golden Retriever study out of UC-Davis, and findings from those stud-
ies do not refute what has already been reported,” she said.

JAVMA News contacted several pet health insurers to determine 
whether neutering is a factor for assessing premium costs. Four 
companies—Petplan Pet Insurance, Pets Best Insurance, ASPCA Pet 
Health Insurance, and VPI Pet Insurance—stated that neutering is not 
a consideration. Embrace Pet Insurance offers a 5 percent discount to 
insure pets that are spayed or castrated.

To date, research on the disadvantages of neutering isn’t persuasive 
enough for Petplan Pet Insurance to include the procedure as a risk 
factor when assessing premiums, according to Dr. Jules Benson, the 
company’s vice president of veterinary services. Petplan covers more 
than 100,000 pets in the U.S. and more than 1 million worldwide.

“Some of the data are obviously very compelling, and you can’t ignore 
that,” Dr. Benson said. “What is needed are long-term studies that then 
allow us to make the best, informed decisions.”

Crowd Control

This September, Best Friends Animal Society released results of a na-
tional survey that revealed most Americans vastly underestimate how 
many cats and dogs are euthanized daily in U.S. animal shelters. Most 
respondents guessed fewer than 500; Best Friends puts the number at 
more than 9,000.

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is one 
of the most widely recognized humane organizations working to rem-
edy this crisis, in part by advocating for the neutering of all cats and 
dogs, except those that are part of a responsible breeding program or 
for which neutering isn’t medically viable.

Moreover, the ASPCA supports neutering animals as soon as they 
reach 2 months of age and weigh 2 pounds. The AVMA likewise en-
dorses pediatric or “early-age” spay and neuter to manage dog and cat 
overpopulation, and advises veterinarians to use their best judgment 
in deciding at what age the surgery should be performed.

Critics of the UC-Davis study claim a retrospective analysis won’t pro-
duce any meaningful insights into the complex physiological changes 
brought on by gonad removal. Others fault the study for being limited 
to Golden Retrievers and say the data cannot be extrapolated across 
dog populations. Still others insist the study only confirms what they 
had already suspected about the health risks of neutering.

“The interesting thing is that our paper did not report any new disease 
related to neutering,” Dr. Hart said. “The information has been around 
for several years but lumped breeds, genders, and times of neutering 
together. We focused on one breed that gets a lot of diseases, looking 
at neutering in different sexes and at the different ages of neutering.”

He explained that preliminary work at the UC-Davis Center for Com-
panion Animal Health on Labrador Retrievers suggests that dogs of 
this breed are not as likely to see an increase in cancers or joint disor-
ders associated with neutering as are Golden Retrievers.

Veterinarians, Dr. Hart said, have two concerns about delaying neuter-
ing. One is an increased risk of mammary cancers in females, and the 
other is an increased risk of problem behaviors, such as aggression, 
in males. With regard to mammary cancer, he pointed to a recent 
meta-analysis that concluded there is only a weak link, if any, between 
sexually intact females and an increase in the rate of mammary cancer.

Dr. Hart further noted that none of the 120 sexually intact females in 
their study reportedly developed mammary cancer and the two dogs 
that did have mammary cancer were spayed females. “The picture 
with regard to mammary cancer will undoubtedly vary among breeds,” 
he said.

”There is an erroneous feeling that neutering males before puberty is 
necessary to prevent some problem behaviors, such as urine marking 
in the home or aggression toward the owners,” Dr. Hart said. Research 
done at their center and cited in their paper shows that neutering 
males in adulthood, after the onset of problem behavior, is as effective 
in changing the behavior as neutering before puberty is in preventing 
the problems.

Mixed Messages

The UC-Davis study on Golden Retrievers is part of a growing body of 
evidence indicating elective gonadectomy can adversely impact an 
animal’s health.

Numerous studies published in peer-reviewed scientific journals, 
including the JAVMA, have reported the health benefits neutering can 
impart. Spayed and castrated cats and dogs tend to live longer and are 
less susceptible to reproductive tract diseases and hormone-associat-
ed disorders than are those left sexually intact.
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Dr. Jed Rogers, senior vice president of Animal Health Services for the 
ASPCA, acknowledged there is a lack of scientific evidence proving 
that neutering has helped reduce the number of unwanted cats and 
dogs. The consensus within the shelter community, however, is that 
neutering has contributed to a substantial decline. It is estimated that, 
some 30 years ago, upward of 70 million shelter animals were being 
euthanized annually. Today, that number is thought to have dropped 
to fewer than 5 million.

“People with knowledge of veterinary medicine and/or animal welfare 
will say it’s an easy concept to believe,” Dr. Rogers said.

Given the ASPCA’s intersecting interests in animal welfare and solving 
the dog and cat overpopulation problem, the organization stays ap-
prised of new research on neutering, Dr. Rogers explained. “Over the 
past 10 years,” he said, “there’ve been probably 20 significant studies 
looking at both the benefits and the risks of spay-neuter.

“We know that an animal that has been spayed or neutered is less 
likely to be relinquished to shelters. We know that spay-neuter con-
veys health benefits with respect to certain types of cancers. There 
are some risks that we all know about, such as obesity and urinary 
incontinence in female dogs.”

While commending the UC-Davis study for offering new insights on 
the effects of neutering on the health of Golden Retrievers, Dr. Rogers 
said the findings are too limited in scope to spur a review of his or-
ganization’s policies and initiatives. “The increase in spay-neuter over 
the past 50 years has been driven by veterinarians and shelters. We’ve 
done that, and I’m proud of us for doing that,” he said. “This one study 
is not going to knock 50 years of thinking off course.”

A Two-Tiered Approach

While the ASPCA is steadfast in its convictions, some veterinarians’ 
faith in neutering was shaken by the UC-Davis study. To help practitio-
ners sort through the mixed messages, the Humane Soci ety VMA this 
past September hosted a webinar summarizing the research on the 
health benefits and risks associated with neutering cats and dogs.

The webinar was presented by Dr. Philip A. Bushby, a professor of 
humane ethics and animal welfare at the Mississippi State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine, whose interest in dog and cat over-
population was sparked while he was interning during the 1970s at 
the ASPCA’s Bergh Memorial Hospital in New York City.

“At that time, ASPCA did animal control for all five boroughs of the city. 
I was just shocked by the numbers of animals being euthanized every 
day in the shelters. That’s always lived with me,” Dr. Bushby recalled. He 
has since spent most of his career educating veterinary students about 
how they can help remedy dog and cat overpopulation.

The UC-Davis study created “a fair amount of buzz in the profession,” 
Dr. Bushby acknowledged, and has even caused some veterinarians to 
question whether the current approach to neutering is appropriate. 
What many people ignore, he says, is this key statement in the UC-
Davis analysis: “An important point to make is that the results of this 
study, being breed-specific, with regard to the effects of early and late 
neutering cannot be extrapolated to other breeds, or dogs in general.”

“These data are real, the issue is there, but the numbers are real small,” 
Dr. Bushby said. “We know that spay-neuter increases the incidences 
of some tumors and some medical conditions. We know that. We 
know that spay-neuter decreases the incidences of some tumors and 
some medical conditions. We know that.

“But before we, as a profession, make any major decision about 
spay-neuter, we should look at more numbers, and before we try to 
extrapolate these findings across all dogs, we should look at popula-
tions in general, not just one breed.”

Given the amount of knowledge on the health effects of spaying 
and castrating, Dr. Bushby believes the decision to neuter a cat or 
dog should be based, in part, on the animal’s ownership status. “My 
position on shelter animals is there is no reason to change anything. 
We should still be promoting spay-neuter, and we should still be 
promoting early-age spay-neuter because of the population dynamics 
involved,” he said.

Before neutering an owned animal, a veterinarian should take into 
account the pet’s breed and its genetic predisposition to particular 
diseases, Dr. Bushby said. “When you’re talking about the individual 
owned animal, if you’re dealing with a breed that is known to be 
predisposed to osteosarcoma, then you probably need to have that 
sit-down conversation with the owner so the owner can make a more 
informed decision,” he suggested.

Similar to Dr. Bushby, Dr. Root believes that, given the millions of un-
owned cats and dogs and the research on neutering, shelter animals 
and pets should be treated differently when it comes to spaying and 
castrating. Veterinarians, she added, owe it to their clients to make 
sure they understand the pros and cons of neutering so they can make 
the best choices for their pets.

“Everyone wants what is best for the animals. The problem is that what 
is best for an unowned animal may not be what is best for an owned 
animal, depending on the situation,” Dr. Root said.

“In the absence of other ways to prevent adopted animals from 
repopulating shelters with their offspring, shelters will continue to 
perform spay-castration surgery.”

“We know that spay-neuter 
increases the incidences of some 

tumors and some medical 
conditions.

We know that.

We know that spay-neuter 
decreases the incidences of some 

tumors and some medical 
conditions.

We know that.”
Dr. Philip Bushby, professor of humane ethics and animal welfare, Mississippi State 

University College of Veterinary Medicine
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The Teddy is an American breed, developed in the mid to late 1800’s 
to help rid family homes and farmsteads of vermin and to be play-
mates for children.  It was developed in the US from the various 
small and medium breed dogs that accompanied the early American 
immigrants.  It was originally a variety of the Rat Terrier with the short 
legged dogs known as Type B and the long legged dogs as Type A.

The breed was named in honor of President Theodore Roosevelt to 
recognize his use of terriers to combat rat infestations in the White 
House. The Teddy Roosevelt Terrier has been recorded in the AKC FSS 
since August 2016 and has been assigned to the Terrier Group. For 
more information go to the AKC Breed site or the Parent Club.      

                                                                           
So when you see the new guys and gals on the block in the Terrier 
group, this is who they are.  

Of interest to Aussie owners is the fact that our breed was created in 
similar fashion from the dogs of the early settlers to Australia brought 
with them, being created specifically for the terrain, climate, and use 
that one needed a working companion dog for Down Under.  Also 
of interest is that the Teddy has 19 registrable colors and 3 types of 
markings.

Traveling during the holidays? Here are a few tips to help you and your 
dog fly safely so you can celebrate the season.

What to bring:

•	 Each airline has its own regulations surrounding pet travel, so 
it’s important to check with the carrier about what you will need 
(Delta changed their policies in 2015 and if you’re going by train, 
Amtrak has made updates in recent years as well). Generally 
speaking, you’ll likely have to present a health certification and 
proof of vaccination for your dog. 

•	 An airline-approved crate that is large enough for your dog to 
stand, turn around, and lie down. The crate should be clearly 
labeled with your name and contact information, and if your dog 
is traveling in cargo, you’ll need to affix a “Live Animal” label with 
arrows pointing up. 

•	 Food, bottled water, and medication, labeled with the dosage in 
case you and your pet are separated. 

•	 A recent photo of your pet in case you are separated. 

•	 Your pet’s identification with your contact information (if your 
pet has a microchip, ensure your address and phone number are 
up-to-date). 

•	 A secure harness or collar and leash. 

•	 Contact information for a veterinarian near your final destination 
in case of an emergency.

What not to do:

•	  Don’t schedule a flight with a lot of transfers. If airlines can lose 
luggage, assume they can also lose your pet, and the likelihood of 
that happening can increase with multiple transfers. 

•	 Don’t give your dog a sedative before flying (without instruction 
from your veterinarian). This can create respiratory or cardio-
vascular issues and can cause your pet to lose his balance and 
potentially get injured. 

•	 Don’t forget to let your dog do his business before you board. 

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

The Teddy Roosevelt 
Terrier

Tips For Flying Safely With 
Your Dog This Holiday Season
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Using canine supplements to build beauty from the inside out.

Take a look at your dog’s coat. Is it thick and shiny, with little shed-
ding? Or is it dull, greasy or thin? The quality and luster of her hair is 
a measure of her internal health, so creating a gorgeous coat means 
working from the inside out.

The ingredients in your dog’s diet will determine the appearance of 
her coat. Proteins, fats and carbohydrates supply calories, but not 
the tools needed for maintenance and continued wellness, includ-
ing healthy hair. A quality diet along with good supplementation will 
provide those tools, and will help grow thick healthy coats with good 
pigment.

VITAMINS AND MINERALS

Hair is composed of protein, but it’s the vitamins and minerals in 
the dog’s diet that turn that protein into hair. Vitamins and minerals 
nourish and support her hair, and the metabolic functions that lead to 
healthy hair growth.

I was seeing proof of this in my practice more than 30 years ago. In 
those days, vitamins for animals lacked many essential nutrients, so 
I used very high quality human vitamins for my canine patients. The 
results were remarkable. Coats thickened and became luxurious and 
glossy, and colors were also remarkably enhanced. Shedding virtually 
stopped.

Here’s a rundown of some of the most important vitamins and miner-
als for building a beautiful coat.

1. B vitamins are all important for coat health, with biotin leading 
the way. Green vegetables, peas, kelp, liver, nutritional yeast and 
nuts are all high in the B complex family. 

2. Unlike humans, dogs can internally make their own vitamin C. Yet 
some extra C can go a long way in assisting coat formation. Vita-
min C promotes tissue and cell repair and growth. Foods such as 
berries, Brussels sprouts, sweet red peppers, kale and cauliflower 
can add vitamin C to the diet. 

3. Vitamin A, present in water-soluble form (beta carotene) in 
carrots, sweet potatoes and squash, is another coat-building 
nutrient. Dogs can assimilate the water soluble form of vitamin 
A, although cats cannot. Vitamin A lubricates the fur follicles and 
help with growth. 

4. Zinc is very important for skin health. It’s an essential trace 
element necessary for immunity, a strong healthy body, and 
neurological function. Zinc helps with the production of about 
100 enzymes in your dog’s body. It’s also very important for their 
skin and coat. Zinc is associated with protein foods, and the best 
sources for your dog are beef, lamb, pork, chicken and salmon.

Zinc is commonly 
used topically for skin 
health and is the active 
ingredient in diaper 
rash creams. It’s hard to 
get zinc in a simple oint-
ment or cream form, 
but I often prescribe ex-
tra strength diaper rash 
cream (it has more zinc 
oxide in it) for topical 
use on skin problems 
caused by moisture buildup, such as in the folds of a bulldog’s face. 
When included in the diet, zinc creates a healthy coat and skin. Zinc 
can often be a super-duper solution to skin problems. Dogs with skin 
allergies frequently do better with both extra zinc and vitamin C.

Could your dog have HYPOTHYROIDISM?

If your dog has a poor coat or chronic skin problem, have your veterinar-
ian assess him/her for possible medical problems. Allergies, of course, 
cause itchiness and 
scratching and will 
result in a poor coat. 
External parasites 
can have the same 
effect. But other 
medical conditions 
can also affect hair 
health.

Hypothyroidism is 
one common cause 
of poor coat quality. 
You might think your 
dog has to be overweight and lethargic to be hypothyroid, but this is not 
always the case.

Interestingly, thyroid hormones increase the metabolic activities of almost 
all tissues in the body, including those that create the coat. That’s because 
thyroid hormones have the capacity to activate nuclear transcription in 
the genes, leading to the formation of proteins in the body.

Quality supplements 
and coconut oil help 
support the thyroid, 
but it’s still a good 
idea to routinely test 
thyroid function in 
an older dog, or if 
your dog has a thin 
lusterless coat that 
is not responding to 
an improved diet and 
supplementation.

Canine Supplements 
for a Gorgeous Coat

By Deva Khalsa, VMD
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EFAS AND OILS

Essential fatty acids are also necessary for proper coat health. I prefer 
EFA products that are algae-based. Fish oil sources need to be care-
fully prepared to avoid contaminants, so make sure you are buying a 
high quality product.

Oils are another dietary component important to superior coat health. 
I like both olive and coconut oils and suggest using both. Coconuts 
and their oil are classified as “functional foods” because they provide 
many health benefits beyond their excellent nutritional content. At 
one time, coconut oil was a significant part of the American diet, and 
the food industry considered it superior for use in food preparation. 
During WWII, however, when the Japanese occupied most of the 
countries producing coconut oil, we turned to other oils for cooking.

Coconut oil is coming into its own again. Its medium chain fatty 
acids are used immediately by the body, without circulating in the 
bloodstream. Its daily use reduces dandruff and odor and supports 
thyroid function. Coconut contains lauric acid, famous for its antiviral, 
antifungal and antibacterial properties, so the oil can help with bacte-
rial or fungal growths on the skin. I suggest gradually moving up to 
one teaspoon of coconut oil per ten pounds of body weight, divided 
between two meals. Dogs typically enjoy the taste and you can find it 
at any health food store.

If your dog’s coat isn’t up to par, start by having her checked over for 
any underlying health problems. Then take a look at improving her 
diet, and work with a holistic or integrative veterinarian to add in 
some of the above supplements. It won’t be long before she’s looking 
beautiful again!

About the Author: 
Dr. Deva Khalsa is a licensed doctor of veterinary medicine, earning her 
VMD degree from the University of Pennsylvania. She is a member of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Holistic Veteri-
nary Medical Association, and the International Veterinary Acupuncture 
Society. Dr Khalsa studied homeopathy for more than twenty-five years 
as well as other alternative therapies. Lecturing internationally her fresh 
and successful approach to veterinary medicine wins her praise. Her work 
stems from the conviction that animals are at their best and happiest only 
when they are in a healthy and natural state.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
animalwellnessmagazine.com

Puppies Are Not 
Stocking Stuffers!

The holidays are a fun and happy time, but they are also extremely 
hectic. One family member that can get lost in the hustle and bustle 
is the dog. Because of the added stress and frequent travel that the 
holidays can bring, the American Kennel Club offers safety tips for dog 
owners, and also reminds those considering adding a dog to their 
home this holiday season that puppies are not stocking stuffers.

Bringing a puppy into your life in the “off-season” is a safer alternative 
than exposing a new puppy to holiday dangers in the home. Consider 
gift wrapping dog toys or supplies such as a leash or food bowl to 
symbolize the gift of a puppy to come.

Puppies are a life-time responsibility and their first few weeks at home 
are critical – they require a great deal of time, attention, and love. 
With the disrupted schedules and chaos of the holidays, it would be 
extremely difficult to set aside the time a puppy needs during this im-
portant stage of its life. Moreover, the many holiday hazards that affect 
adult dogs are often compounded for a new puppy in an unfamiliar 
setting such as his new home.

With the holidays rapidly approaching, the AKC offers the following 
tips for dog owners to keep their four-legged friends happy and safe 
this season. Among them:

– Holiday Dangers Facing Dogs & Puppies –

•	 Holiday visitors coming to your home may not be dog owners 
and can inadvertently leave doors open which let dogs escape 
and could confuse new puppies who are not familiar with the 
family yard yet. 

•	 Avoid using food such as popcorn or cranberry strands when 
decorating your home or Christmas tree. If eaten, they can cause 
blockages, which can require surgery to remove. Puppies are 
notorious chewers when young. 

•	 Place anything shiny, such as ornaments, tinsel, glass bulbs, and 
things that sparkle and catch your dog’s eye, higher up on your 
tree where he can’t reach them. Ingesting ornaments can cause 
major problems for your dog or puppy. 

•	 Real Christmas trees, poinsettias, holly, and mistletoe all can be 
dangerous for your dog. Consider having an artificial tree, but if 
you do have a natural one, make sure your dog doesn’t swallow 
the pine needles or drink the tree water which can cause stomach 
irritation. Poinsettias, holly, and mistletoe should be kept out of 
your dog’s reach, as they can be poisonous to pets. 

•	 Exposed wires from holiday lights pose a threat to your inquisi-
tive puppy – if he chews on them, he could be electrocuted. Tape 
indoor wires to the wall and outdoor wires to the side of the 
house where your dog can’t reach them. 

•	 Rambunctious puppies can also knock over lit candles causing 
house fires and receive serious burns from hot wax. They may also 
be inclined to investigate a fireplace too closely. 

•	 Common holiday foods such as chocolate, butter, meat, and 
candy can make your dog very ill. Don’t let your puppy’s cute 
adorable eyes convince you that they should be given a treat. 
Take care to keep these foods out of reach.
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Montgomery Week Results 2017
Hatboro Kennel Club 10-5-2017
Judge Mr Mariano Gatica Gomez
BOB - GCH CH Aka Inu Corrado  
BOS - GCH CH Rock Village Go Your Own Way
BW - Temora Blackrange Welcome To The Dark Side
WD - Temora Blackrange Welcome To The Dark Side
RWD - Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch  
WB - Maybush Red Radiant Knight 
RWB - Dunham Lake Head Turner  
SEL Dog - CH Shadowfax Reimin Is A Rockstar
SEL Bitch - GCH CH The Farm’s Fine Whine And Spirits

Hatboro Kennel Club 10-6-2017 
Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Club (RVATC) Regional Specialty 
Judge Ms Melinda Lyon
BOB - GCH CH Aka Inu Corrado  
BOS - CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
BW - Aka Inu Little Poet 
WD - Aka Inu O Henry
RWD - Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch 
WB - Aka Inu Little Poet
RWB - Dunham Lake Head Turner
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Rock Village Go Your Own Way

Devon Dog Show Association, Inc. 10-7-2017
Judge Mr Joe Walton 
BOB - GCH CH Aka Inu Corrado  
BOS -  CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya 
BW - Aka Inu O Henry 
WD - Aka Inu O Henry 
RWD - Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch  
WB -  Aka Inu Little Poet
RWB - Dunham Lake Head Turner
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
SEL Bitch - CH Samabel Star Spangled Girl

Montgomery County Kennel Club 10-8-2017
Judge Mr Robert Paust 
BOB - GCH CH Aka Inu Corrado  
BOS - CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
BW - Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch  
WD - Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch  
RWD - Samabel Keep On The Sunnyside
WB -  Dunham Lake Head Turner
RWB - Aka Inu Little Poet
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
SEL Bitch - CH Dreamtime Distinctly Different Moxi
BBE - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
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MBIS MRBIS MBISS GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
BEST IN TERRIER SHOW 

Judge Judy Thill 
10-7-2017 

Bred & owned by Julie Seaton 
Presented by Jacqueline Johnson

CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX BCAT RATN CGC TKP

On September 30, 2017, Benz became the first 
Australian Terrier to earn a Fast CAT title, BCAT. 

His best time has been clocked at 22.70 mph.  
Thank you to Bayshore Companion Dog Club

 for a great weekend of events.

Benz  is bred, owned and handled by Susan Jacobsen.

Aussie Brags

CH Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu  CD  BN  RE  NA  NAJ  FDC  CGC
New Farm Dog Certified Title  9-17-17
    Bred & Owned by Susan Saulvester

Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD PCD BN RE TKP CD-C RL1 RATI ETD
“Maddie” 2017 Titles

Feb - Obedience CD title and High In Trial (HIT) - 198.5
April - 1st AT to receive the new Trick Dog Performer (TKP) title

Aug - Rally Excellent title, Obedience PCD title and HIT Novice -198
Owned by Muriel McMullen
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CH Wismiss Redhawk Some Like it Hot “Sugar” 
bred by Kerrie Bryan and Carol Sazma

completed her AKC Championship titles with major wins 
in Greensboro NC at back to back shows

Owner handled by Dr Grace Massey

CH Firewalker’s Aurora Australis “Aurora” 
bred by Dr Grace Massey

completed her AKC Championship titles with major wins 
in Greensboro NC at back to back shows

Owner handled by Dr Grace Massey

Bluquo’s Dance The Night Away
Bekka finished her Rally Excellent title in three trials, 

placing first in each one. 
Bekka is owned by Pat Goshorn
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CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes the Sun
BOS at Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Club Regional Specialty

Also BOS at Montgomery Kennel Club 
Owner handled by Heather Rife D.V.M.



Samabel Luv That Augie At MarbleArch
 Best Puppy In Show 4-6 months at Tuxedo Park Kennel Club  

Judged by Sue Goldberg.
  Best of Winners at Montgomery  

Judge Robert Paust 
  AKC Puppy Of Achievement 

  First Australian Terrier to get this award 
Owned by Patricia Zupan & Claudia Coleman & Alexa Samarotto

GCH CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack
Back to Back Group 1’s 
Augusta Kennel Club 

Oct 7-8, 2017 
Thank You Judges Mr Houston Clark & Mrs Jacqueline Stacy 

Owned by June Beckwith

Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Till It’s Over CA 
  Reserve Best in Show NOHS 

 October 20, 2017 
 Prairieland Cluster in Springfield, IL 

 Bred by Alexa Samarotto and Claudia Coleman
 Yogi is proudly owned and handled 

by Kevin and Diane Cahill
Thanks to judges Melinda Lyon and Dr. Eric Liebes

CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX4 OM5 GO GN 
HIgh In Trial 

Northeastern Indiana Kennel Club
November 5, 2017

Core 199.5
 Only a half point from perfection 

Owned by Cindy Burgess
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Brrr, it’s cold outside! But that doesn’t mean all of the great training 
momentum you and your pup have built up over the past months has 
to come to a screeching halt.

Even though it’s winter, your dog still needs the physical and mental 
stimulation that come from learning new skills. Here are some ideas 
for keeping up with training and exercise when there is snow and ice 
outside.

Teach A Skill Indoors

Choose a Canine Good Citizen (CGC) skill your dog doesn’t have (or 
needs to polish) and set up a daily training time indoors. You can work 
on “sit” (learn how to teach that here), “down” (learn that one here), 
“come” (here are tips on “come”), and “stay,” in a small space. If you 
are ready to move beyond CGC, start to teach your dog to heel. You 
can move furniture, such as small tables or chairs, so that you have 
obstacles that can be used to refine your pup’s heeling skills.
 
Tease Their Brains

One of the most exciting new training activities is AKC Trick Dog, and 
tricks at all levels can be easily taught indoors. Novice tricks include 
behaviors such as barking on cue, crawling, get in a box, jump through 
a hoop or over a low bar, kiss my cheek, and shake hands. Training 
videos will help you get started. Tricks training will provide fun and 
mental puzzles for your dog, and you and your pup will enjoy this 
positive, happy activity.

Provide Indoor Exercise

Small dogs can be easily exercised indoors by having them chase a 
ball (you can teach retrieving) in a hallway. Canine freestyle moves 
(doggy dancing) are a good way to exercise larger dogs indoors. And, 
there is a certain amount of exercise your dog can get when you do 
CGC exercises as speed drills — sit, down, come, run with me (in a 
small area), stop, down, let’s go . . . ” You get the idea.

People go to gyms when the weather is nasty. Consider enrolling your 
dog in an indoor training class during the winter or try one of these 
strange-but-fun activities. Nothing will chase those winter blues away 
faster than earning your dog’s Canine Good Citizen or AKC Community 
Canine title.

Get Outdoor Exercise

Even when it’s winter, there are breaks in the weather. Put on your coat 
and go outside with your dog for a brisk exercise walk. In city settings, 
where sidewalks are clear, you can practice the AKC Urban CGC skills. 
For outdoor exercise and training, some breeds may need a winter 
coat, and if sidewalks are salted, you may want to put boots on your 
dog, but when it comes to training, don’t let winter stand in your way.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

Keep Up with Your Dog’s 
Training Through 

the Winter
By Dr. Mary Burch
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Benayr Johnny Come Lately
CH Temora Redi When You Are
CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision 
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Araluen’s Gamblers Delight - Let’s Get Lucky

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                    Jan 1, 2017 to October 31, 2017

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
CH Temora Redi When You Are    
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Benayr Nick Of Time
CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack
CH Dunham Lake Moon Dreams
CH Blue Moon Boston Pops

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10 - 2017)
-Starting from October 13, 2016 up to October 11, 2017 - 2017 FINAL!

1
2
3
4
4
6
7
8
9
10

CH Bluquo s Saturday Night Special
CH The Farm s Fine Whine And Spirits
CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX BCAT RATN CGC TKP 
CH Redhawk Redsky Legend Of Flyboy
CH Samabel Diamonds And Rust
CH Bluquo’s Night To Remember     
                

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2

MACH ABQ Kacy Christhill MXS MJG XF
MACH5 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB2 MJG2 
 

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)

1
2

CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX3 OM4 GN GO 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UD RAE THDA CGCA 

GCH
GCH

GCH
GCHS
GCHS

GCH
GCH

GCHS
GCHG 
GCHB
GCH 
GCH 
GCH 
GCHS 
GCH 
GCH 
GCHS

GCHS
GCH 
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCHG 
GCH 
GCHS 
GCH 
GCH 
GCH 
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 
July 2017 to September 2017

July 2017
 
CHAMPION
CH Benayr Lottie Da 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Marty Hilton & Susan Bentley
CH Dreamtime Master Of Surprise 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Susan Goodwin & Marilyn Harban
CH Dreamtime Surprise Surprise 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban 
CH Temora Bringn’ Home The Bacon 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Julie Seaton 
CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun 
Breeder: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Owner: Dr Heather Rife
CH Zantoka Precious Reeces 
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman 
BEGINNER NOVICE
GCHB CH Christhill First lady Marie Geneva BN RN 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
RALLY NOVICE 
Bluquo’s Dance The Night Away RN
Breeder: Rita Farmer
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
GCHB CH Christhill First lady Marie Geneva RN 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
RALLY ADVANCED 
Bluquo’s Dance The Night Away RA
Breeder: Rita Farmer
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
CH Johmanda’s Scooby Doo For Arista RA CA TKN
Breeder: Kim Floyd
Owner: Pamela Levy & Shahntae Martinez
RALLY EXCELLENT
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE NA ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
NOVICE AGILITY
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RA NA ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson 
NOVICE AGILITY PREFERRED
Firewalker’s Order Of The Phoenix RN NAP NJP
Breeder: Grace Massey & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Gaynell Dorrance
OPEN AGILITY JUMPER PREFERRED
Firewalker’s Order Of The Phoenix RN NAP OJP
Breeder: Grace Massey & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Gaynell Dorrance

TRICK DOG NOVICE
CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes OA AXJ CGC TKN
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon 
Owner: S Van Buren & T Goiffon & E Goiffon & N Van Buren

TRICK DOG INTERMEDIATE
CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes OA AXJ CGC TKI
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon 
Owner: S Van Buren & T Goiffon & E Goiffon & N Van Buren

TRICK DOG ADVANCED
CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes OA AXJ CGC TKA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon 
Owner: S Van Buren & T Goiffon & E Goiffon & N Van Buren

THERAPY DOG EXCELLENT
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother THDX CGC
Breeder:  C Sazama & I Weinstock & K Bryan & A Wright
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt & Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama

August 2017

CHAMPION
CH Firewalker’s Aurora Australis 
Breeder: Dr Grace Massey
Owner: Dr Grace Massey
CH Temora I WIll Be King 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Carla Harbour & Julie Seaton
CH Wissmiss Redhawk Some Like It Hot 
Breeder: Kerry Bryan & Carol Sazama
Owner: Dr Grace Massey 
CH Yakogor Tzvetochnaya Polyana 
Breeder: V V Yakovleva
Owner: Dori Anderson & Alan Anderson 
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Bluquo’s Night To Remember 
Breeder: Rita Farmer
Owner: Rita Farmer
UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT 4
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX4 OM5 GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Cindy Burgess
OBEDIENCE MASTER 5
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX3 OM5 GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Cindy Burgess
PREFERRED COMPANION DOG
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD PCD BN RE TKP 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Muriel McMullen 

AGILITY EXCELLENT
GCH CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes AX AXJ CGC TKA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon 
Owner: S Van Buren & T Goiffon & E Goiffon & N Van Buren

RALLY EXCELLENT
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD BN RE TKP 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Muriel McMullen
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COURSING ABILITY
GCH CH The Farm’s Spirit Walker’s Grace RN CA CGC  
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner:  Diana Wilkie & Michelle Bell

TRICK DOG NOVICE
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX RATN CGC TKN
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
Dunham Lake Brilliant Star Of Nova CGC TKN
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti

TRICK DOG INTERMEDIATE
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX RATN CGC TKI
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
Dunham Lake Brilliant Star Of Nova CGC TKI
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti

TRICK DOG ADVANCED
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX RATN CGC TKA
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
OPEN AGILITY JUMPER PREFERRED
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo CD RA NA OAJ NF
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd 
CH Redhawk Braveheart OA OAJ CGC
Breeder: Eva Campbell
Owner: Nancy Wentworth

September 2017
 
CHAMPION
CH Aristas Keeper Of The Light For Kisamba 
Breeder: Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy & Irene Thye
CH Benayr So Many Ways 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Susan Bentley
CH Dragonfly’s Sargent Andrew 
Breeder: Janet Maas & Susan Mason
Owner: Susan Mason & Chandler Abel 
CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream 
Breeder: TJ Fenton & D Fenton
Owner: Barbel Post 
CH Rahna Outbackred Hadad 
Breeder: Janet Peters & Dori Anderson
Owner: Janet Peters & Kenneth Ankney
CH Samabel Silver Bullet 
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
CH Shadowfaz Reimin Is A Rockstar 
Breeder: Doreen Calvin & Terry Calvin
Owner: Sherrill Elm
CH Wismiss Redhawk Every Day’s A Rainbow 
Breeder: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Owner: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Ryba’s Precious Penelope 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Virgil Silver & Margy Silver
GCH CH Tekoah & Wagddog Comin’ Round Again 
Breeder: terry Vaught & Debbie Vaught
Owner: Lori Gutzwiller & Paul Croall

GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE
GCHB CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm 
Breeder: Vivien Gilli
Owner: Vivien Gilli
FARM DOG CERTIFIED
CH Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu CD BN RE FDC NA 
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Susan Saulvester
NOVICE AGILITY 
Northern Lights Artic Trouble RA NA NAJ ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & James Wilson & Molly Wilson
OPEN AGILITY 
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo CD RA OAJ NF
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd
RALLY ADVANCED
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva BN RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
GCHB CH Christhill The Girl Next Door BN RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Marietta Cowan & Kreg Hill 
OPEN AGILITY PREFERRED
CH Benayr Artic Trouble RE NA NAJ OAP 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson & Garrett Wilson 
NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER 
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE NA NAJ ACT2 
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Northern Lights Artic Trouble RA NA NAJ ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & James Wilson & Molly Wilson
RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RAE CA CGC
Breeder: Lisa Weaver
Owner: Dana Dean
BCAT
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX BCAT RATN CGC
Breeder: Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

TRICK DOG ADVANCED
CH Dunham Lake Brilliant Star Of Nova CGC TKA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva BN RA CGC
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill CGC
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Johmanda’s Banjo Dahling CGC
Breeder: Christina Worley & Kim Floyd
Owner: Charles Dahling & Diana Dahling
MASTER CENTURY JUMPER
MACH ABQ Kacy Christhill MXS MJC XF
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen & Mary Abbott
Owner: Elizabeth Hiller
OPEN AGILITY JUMPER PREFERRED
CH Benayr Artic Trouble RE NA NAJ OAP OJP
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson & Garrett Wilson
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	2018	Calendar																									___________copies	X		$_______		=	$_______________	
	 	 	 	 	 																				TOTAL	=	$	_______________	

Send	payment	and	your	mailing	address	to:	
Grace	Massey,	4343	Mallard	Dr,	Gloucester,	VA	23061	

Make	checks	out	to	ATCA	with	the	notaEon,	2018	Calendar	
	

OR	–	Purchase	through	the	Australian	Terrier	Store	at			www.australianterrier.org	
OR	–	Use	your	Paypal	account	and	send	correct	amount	to	atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	

	

★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★					★			

ALL	PRICES	INCLUDE	SHIPPING	AND	HANDLING	
	 	 	 	 														US	&	Canada 	 	All	Other	Countries	

1	Calendar 	 	$18.00 	 	 	$23.00	
2	Calendars 	 	$35.00 	 	 	$40.00	
3	Calendars 	 	$51.75 	 	 	$56.75	
4	Calendars 	 	$68.00 	 	 	$73.00	Save	$1	each	

2018	CALENDAR	

SHIPPING	NOW	

Winning	contest	photo	submiKed	by	Sue	Bachman,	taken	by	Rick	Dove	



“A dog is the only thing on earth that loves you more than he loves himself.”



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org


