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The Rearquarters, Part 1

This third article in the Standard series and the first on the Rearquarters 
will cover the vocabulary of the rear.....

1. The angle formed between the topline and the top surface of 
the pelvis from the uppermost part of the pelvis, the ilium, to the 
lowest and furthest back part, the ischium, (pronounced iss key 
um). This angle has been called the angle of the croup, the pelvic 
angle and the angle at which the hip bone falls away from the 
spinal column, the back.  And this angle sets, to a large extent, 
the angle at which the hindquarters function.  

2. The angle formed at the stifle, the knee joint, which connects the 
upper and lower thighs.  One often hears the expression “well-
turned stifle.”  In most cases it describes a correct angle formed by 
the upper and lower thigh bones of equal length.  
 

3. The angle formed between the lower thigh and the rear pastern 
at the hock which sets the rear pastern perpendicular to the 
ground in a natural stance.  The phrase “hocks well let down” is, 
like “well turned stifle,” a horse term.  It means that the hock joint 
is low and the rear pastern thus short.

The croup, referred to in 1. is the rear part of the topline above the 
hindlegs.  

The bones of the hindquarters are the pelvis, hip joint, femur, patella, 
tibia, fibula, bones of the rear pastern, and phalanges.  And let’s not 
forget the ischium.

Parts of Pelvis

a.  The ilium, largest and most forward part of the pelvis.
b.  The ischium, rearmost part of the pelvis.
c.  The acetabulum (pronounced ass sa tab you lum), into which the 
head of the femur fits.
d.  The rearmost part of the ischium, which we will henceforth refer to 
as the point of the buttock.
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Our standard describes the Hindquarters:  Strong, legs well angulated 
at the stifles and hocks, short and perpendicular from the hocks to 
the ground.  Upper and lower thighs are well muscled.  Viewed from 
behind, the rear legs are straight from the hip joints to the ground 
and in the same plane as the forelegs. 

What are the hindquarters?  The hindquarters are the rear section of 
the dog and include the pelvis, the hip joints (balls and sockets), the 
upper thighs, the knee joints (the stifles) the lower thigh, the hock 
joint, the rear pastern, and the foot.

a.  Croup
b.  Pelvis
c.  Ischium
d.  Femur
e.  Tibia and fibula
f.  Hock (joint)
g.  Rear pastern

Why an article on just the “vocabulary” of the rear? 

Well, when one reads about this part of the anatomy, we read about 
things not mentioned in the standard, such as croup, ilium, and 
ischium. And then, too, what are the hocks. . . a joint between the lower 
thigh and the rear pastern, or the bone that comes down from the 
lower thigh at the hock joint and attaches at the bottom to the foot?  In 
our standard, the hocks are the joints that attach the rear pasterns, the 
bones which the standard further states are short and perpendicular 
from the hocks to the ground and the lower thigh. So, despite the fact 
that the term frequently is used interchangeably for joint and bone, for 
this discussion we will use hock to describe the joint and rear pastern 
to describe the bones located between the hock and the foot. 

Many equate rear angulation with the turn of the stifle.  There are 
actually three angles that along with length of bones have major 
impact on the structure of the rear: 
 


