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Message from the President
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH

I should like to thank Kathy Wakeman of Colorado for 
submitting her qualifications for administrator of the 
ATCA Facebook page and congratulate her on being 
chosen for the position.  The board received several 
applications from very well qualified members, and 
we had a tough time selecting just one person.   I was 
heartened by the abilities and interest of our members 
and would encourage them to apply this interest and 

these abilities to other work within the ATCA committee structure.   

As an example, Susan Saulvester and her committee of members ac-
tive in performance events are working hard on the demanding task 
of trying to incorporate appropriate recognition for each of the rapidly 
increasing numbers of AKC performance events into the overall 
calculation of eligibility for the ATCA Versatility Award.   The popular-
ity of performance events with the general public as well as with new 
purebred dog owners is growing rapidly, and we need to encourage 
and reward this enthusiasm as a means of promoting the virtues of 
the Australian Terrier in many different venues.   I feel that increased 
visibility is important in what has been called the “sustainability” of our 
breed.  

Board members Alexa Samarotto and Pat Zupan are busy working-up 
their report on “sustainability” derived from their participation at the 
Parent Club Education Day seminars held in Newark, NJ on June 10.   
I am eagerly awaiting their report and would like to move forward 
with the creation of a “breed sustainability” committee later this fall.  
A few days ago, Kerrie Bryant e-mailed the membership Mark Dunn’s 
updated data on the numbers of dogs and litters registered by breed, 
and, unfortunately, the numbers for Australian Terriers continue to 
decline.

An important point is that the “sustainability” of a breed necessarily 
depends on actually breeding dogs.   The issue of breeding purebred 
dogs has become a very personal one for me as the Palm Springs City 
Council is currently considering a breeding ban on dogs and cats.   
Although the alleged impetus for this was a request from the Friends 
of the Palm Springs Animal Shelter, a private no-kill advocacy group, 
who, as the result of a process which was not entirely transparent, was 
awarded a contract by the city to operate the shelter.   The shelter’s 
argument is that the (improbably) large number of “stray” dogs im-
pounded in Palm Springs during the year can be blamed on “backyard 
breeders” as well as the breeders of “fighting dogs,” although this con-
tention is not supported by any currently available data.   Previously 
passed by council was a ban on “pet shops,” so that, if the breeding 
ban passes, the only dogs and cats available will be from the Palm 
Springs shelter.

Compounding this issue and not yet sufficiently recognized by 
members of the fancy, to say nothing of the general public, is the role 
of imported dogs, which may well number as many as one million a 
year, in increasing the numbers of homeless dogs as well as serving as 
a wholesale source for the retailing of these animals by the “shelters” 
who have “rescued” them.   These dogs have brought with them rabies, 
brucellosis (as many as 20% of those imported from Mexico), drug-
resistant heartworms, and a variety of other diseases novel to our 
domestic dogs.  The AKC is working on federal legislation to require 
better health screening of these imported dogs, which is now largely

non-existent, and to better track their movements from shelter to shel-
ter within the U.S   Palm Springs city councilor Christy Holstege, who is 
sponsoring the breeding ban “on behalf” of the shelter, for whom she is 
also a board member, admitted to a group of us from the Kennel Club 
of Palm Springs, that a significant number of dogs were being shipped 
from the Palm Springs shelter to shelters in Washington state, which 
represented a bigger market for adoption.   Both Patti Strand of NAIA 
and Shelia Goff, V.P. of AKC Government Relations, have attempted 
to increase the recognition of this problem, but with the “don’t shop, 
adopt” slogan of the animal rights supporters, recognition of the 
dimensions of this problem by potential animal owners, especially 
young people, has been disappointingly slow.  I would recommend 
that ATCA members educate themselves by visiting the NAIA website 
as well as looking up Shelia Goff’s interview by Fox News on the AKC 
website, where it is featured in the Government Relations blogs.   What 
has come to my community may well come to yours, and it would be in 
everyone’s interest if you were well prepared.

                                                                                                                                        5



6                                                                                             

Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Julie Seaton 

Third Quarter 2018 

Membership Applications:

Jan Dahling, GA 
Sponsors are Kim Floyd & Marilyn Harban

Errol Stone 
Sponsors are Sheila Dunn & Diane Cahill

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant.

 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Third Quarter 2018

ATCA Board Teleconference Highlights, July 16, 2018
Minutes emailed to membership August 3, 2018 and posted on 
website

Board Discussions:  
•	 Bylaws Revision membership balloting currently underway
•	 Asheville Specialty Financials
•	 Dues Renewals currently underway
•	 Best of Winner Memorial Challenge Trophy method of shipment
•	 Versatility Awards Committee Updates
•	 New Facebook Administrator Position
•	 AKC Educational Seminar held in Newark, New Jersey on June 10, 

2018
•	 Regional AKC Legislative Conference in Aurora, Colorado Jul 14-

15, 2018
•	 AusTTrust Memorial Page on ATCA Website

Bylaws Revision membership voting completed July 31, 2018: 
•	 156 ballots sent to voting membership  
•	 84 ballots returned with 83 approvals and 1 disapproval

Member Address Changes:  

Hollace J Bamford
19 Rons Ridge
Waynesville, NC  28785

Michelle Bell
6070 Beaver Spring Road
Gloucester, VA  23061

Mike and Terry Palazzo
83 Fox Creek Drive
Fletcher, NC  28732

New Member:  
Heather Cook
562 Ketch Harbor Rd
Portuguese Cove, Nova Scotia, Canada B3V 1J8
902-868-2848
Bobheathercook@gmail.com

In the days following the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, thousands 
of people arrived at Ground Zero to aid in the rescue and recovery 
efforts. With them were hundreds of heroic dogs trained in a variety of 
capacities.

A temporary exhibit honoring these courageous canines has been 
erected at the 9/11 Memorial & Museum and will be on display 
through fall of 2019. The “Dogs of 9/11” art installation features several 
different forms, including a statue from the American Kennel Club’s 
DOGNY initiative.

“The genuine and broad appeal of this story of canine courage and 
dedication alongside their human handlers compelled us to write this 
story,” Kate Monaghan Connolly, Senior Communications Director of 
the museum, tells AKC. “Also, our visitors have let us know that they 
would love to hear more about this story of dogs and the aid they 
provided, and we were responsive to that feedback.”

The dogs on the ground following the attack served as search and 
rescue dogs, cadaver dogs, and therapy dogs, assisting and comfort-
ing first responders and rescue and recovery workers.

“After 9/11, New York City received an overwhelming response from 
people around the world, and the city also received incredible sup-
port from these dedicated canines,” Monaghan Connolly explains. “We 
hope that in addition to remembering the sacrifice made by so many, 
people will also remember that dogs helped alongside humans in the 
response and made a valuable contribution.”

You can find the “Dogs of 9/11” exhibition outside the Education 
Center in the museum. We encourage you to learn more about these 
dogs, some of whom put their lives on the line while digging through 
smoldering debris. Their actions helped bring healing to a country in 
mourning, and we will forever be grateful for their service.

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
akc.org

“Dogs of 9/11” 
Exhibit Opens at the 9/11 

Memorial & Museum
by Jordan Upmalis



C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q2 - 2018    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update     CHIC #              Reg #                                      Owner

Longevity Report
Ca- 15yo cholecystectomy

Health Incident 
SC- 6yo Diabetes 

Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti
Redsky Walk By Faith To Redwing
Tidewalker’s Diamond Glory
Melukylan Flying Finn
Redsky Flyboy Wellington
Redsky Princess Ruby The First
Redhawk Redsky Purple Heart
Shadowfax Good Day Hunter

04/12/2018
05/29/2018
04/12/2018
04/12/2018
04/19/2018
05/03/2018
05/03/2018
06/07/2018

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

95502
96600
114235
128243
128405
128845
128846
129604

RN20393103
RN23982004
RN25422502
RN29517801
RN21402706
RN25406602
RN28128507
RN29422601

Caren Holtby
Susan Duncan
Caren Holtby
Caren Holtby
Linda Demartine
Elaine Strid
Elaine Strid
Carol Jablonowski

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
11-12 June 2018

Newark, New Jersey
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee

AKC Canine Health Foundation’s Diane Brown announced that the 
2017 Annual Report of the Foundation was available online.  For the 
second year GuideStar had award their Platinum Seal of Transpar-
ency, the highest level of recognition for performance of a nonprofit 
charitable organization. The 2018 Research Grants Portfolio publica-
tion was distributed which describes the currently funded ongoing 
research.  Through April of this year, $2.5 million has been awarded in 
20 research program areas. In comparison $1.97 million was awarded 
during 2017. Good progress is being made toward obtaining the 
$250,000 match in each of the three areas available this year for AKC 
matching.  These are hemangiosarcoma research, “new/lapsed donors,” 
and the C.H.O.I.C.E (Canine Health Opportunity to Impact CarE) pro-
gram.  The C.H.O.I.C.E program provides that any transfer from a Donor 
Advised Fund to any research program area will be matched for canine 
health research by the AKC up to $250,000.  The tick-borne disease ini-
tiative, which began in 2016, continues with new work in the possible 
role of Bartonella infection correlated with hemangiosarcoma in dogs. 
The epilepsy initiative, beginning in 2017, has identified two new 
genes which are associated with the occurrence of epilepsy in certain 
breeds (and in humans). The efficacy of cannabidiol for the treatment 
of canine epilepsy is currently under investigation at Colorado State 
University.

Dr. Brown acknowledged the milestone of $500,000 in total support 
from the OFA to date.

In the area of continuing education for dog owners and breeders, 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation is publishing, in association with 
Dr. Jason Stull, a series of informative articles on emerging infectious 
diseases in dogs (www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-concerns/
top-health-concerns.html ), the most recent about Canine Brucellosis.  
These are available and downloadable on the AKC/CHF website as are 
also links to CHF-sponsored webinars on currently pertinent canine 
health topics, available at no charge (www.akcchf.org/educational-
resources/chf-and-vetvine-webinars.html).  

Dr. Brown announced that planning was underway for the next Parent 
Club Canine Health Conference, 9-11 August 2019 in St. Louis, MO.

In response to a question from committee member Zingler regarding 
the occurrence of mammary cancer in dogs, Dr. Brown pointed out 
that up to this time, research has been difficult due to the natural pro-
cesses involved in the production of such cancers being interrupted 
by spaying.   However, there is a new project supported by CHF at the 
University of Pennsylvania with an ongoing study of 100 intact bitches 
belonging to disadvantaged persons in Philadelphia.

Dr. Brown alerted the audience to the possible hazards to pet dogs, 
which are being used increasingly as “models” of human disease, but 
which are recruited by appeals to their owners as being given an op-
portunity for treatments which are not yet validated and not available 
to most veterinarians. Pet dogs are not subject to the same animal 
research restraints imposed by the Animal Welfare Act and the USDA/
FDA guidelines on the use of laboratory animals. Owners therefore 
need to assure themselves that in such clinical trials, the welfare of 
the dogs is of primary importance and that such trials are not merely 
schemes to enlist pet dogs as research subjects in projects which are

directed mainly to improving treatments for humans. If any member 
of the fancy encounters this type of trial, they are invited to contact Dr. 
Brown, who can help assess the study in question. 

In response to a question from guest Steven Hamblin, Dr. Brown 
stated that veterinary outreach by the Foundation will be greatly facili-
tated by the recent employment of Sharon Albright, DVM, CCRT, the 
new Manager of Communications and Veterinary Outreach.

Chairman Hamil alerted those present that the Purina Weight-Circle 
Program is changing so that weight-circles no longer need by submit-
ted but rather scans of the receipts.   Weight circles will not be ac-
cepted after 31 July 2018.  Pertinent information is available at www.
purinaproclub.com.  It is also important the parent clubs designate 
accurately the persons who should receive the Purina checks provided 
directly to the clubs.  Returned checks will be credited to the AKC/CHF 
rather than the parent club.

OFA CEO Eddie Dziuk reported that two additional breeds had signed 
onto the CHIC program—Flat Coated Retrievers and Bergamasco 
Sheepdog. With the large number of national specialties being held 
around the country this time of year, over 1000 samples have recently 
been submitted to the DNA bank at OFA by specialty clubs.  Mr. Dziuk 
expressed concern about the large-scale “panel” DNA tests being 
offered commercially. Although a particular dog might be shown to 
have an allele associated with a particular disease, that finding may 
have no relevance to that dog’s breed as the disease itself might not 
occur in that breed. Caution is therefore warranted in interpreting the 
results of such tests.

Mr. Dziuk also reported that the veterinary outreach program was 
going well.  Regular presentations are made at the annual Student 
American Veterinary Medical Association meetings, the next sched-
uled for the University of Georgia.  Diane Brown has attended “lunch 
and learn” sessions at Texas A & M, which were also attended by vet-
erinary researchers and school administrators. Chief Veterinary Officer 
Jerry Klein has made several presentations. At those veterinary schools 
where the AKC has funded theriogenology fellowships, clinical visits 
for reproductive issues have greatly increased.

Keith Frazier, on behalf of Mari-Beth O’Neill, also highlighted the 
increasing success of the veterinary outreach program. AKC Chief 
Veterinary Office Dr. Jerry Klein has presented sessions at Illinois, at 
the University of Georgia (assisted by delegate Gail LaBerge) and at 
Tufts (assisted by delegate Anne Bowes). Researchers as well as dean’s 
office personnel have attended.   Eleven veterinary scholarships have 
been awarded in 2018 to students at 9 schools, with a total of $26,000 
contributed. Dr. Klein will attend a theriogenology conference in 
Milwaukee on August 1.

Dr. Joellen Gregory reported that the Otterhound semen bank had 
achieved a 501(c)3 determination by the IRS and that pet owners had 
been invited to contribute specimens from their dogs provided that 
the required health testing had been done. Virtually all Otterhounds 
have had blood specimens contributed to the OFA DNA-bank.
 
Mr. Dziuk reported that the “harmonization” of genetic testing project 
had finally matured to the point where online information is now 
searchable by specific breed, by specific canine disease, and by each
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participating laboratory.  The objective has been to provide a neutral 
third-party resource with laboratories providing information on their 
qualifications, certifications and whether they provide genetic coun-
selling. 

Carmen Battaglia, AKC Board Liaison, presented an updated analysis 
of “low-entry” breeds and their gradual disappearance from confor-
mation events between 2010 and 2017.  He stated that 2017 repre-
sented the 15th consecutive decline in conformation entries.  Of the 
3500 conformation shows last year, 80% had fewer than 1000 entries.  
Each of the new breeds added to the AKC studbooks during the last 
10 years demonstrates a decline in numbers of dogs and of litters 
registered.  Limited registrations, which began in 1998 with 275 litters, 
reached an all-time high in 2017 with 122,500 limited registrations.  Dr. 
Battaglia referenced Dr. Jerold Bell’s contention that a breed had to 
grow and expand to remain healthy.   

Dog Show Rules Committee

It appears that this committee is heavily involved in converting the 
italicized portions of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, which signi-
fies “regulations,” to a regular font, which signifies “rules,” and which 
therefore must be approved by the AKC Board.  Among items under 
discussion was the rule that, unless a licensed dog show superin-
tendent, a show secretary could serve in this capacity for only one 
all-breed show per year. An item which had been rejected by the AKC 
Board, namely the removal of show dates and locations from ribbons, 
was again discussed as a cost-saving measure. It was pointed out that 
since the printing of ribbons is ordinarily a service provided by the 
superintendent, and since superintendents did not wish to store extra 
ribbons for next year’s show, and since ribbons were only printed after 
the entries were known, there would be no significant cost savings—
just extra work for the show committee. Another proposal, which 
would eliminate the street addresses of judges from show catalogues 
was discussed but not acted upon.  (It was unclear whether judges 
did not wish to advertise their travels and so encourage break-ins or 
whether they feared reprisals from unhappy exhibitors).  A significant 
proposal was discussed and passed which would permit the awarding 
of one conformation point if there were but one dog and one bitch in 
the classes and one of them was awarded Best of Winners. Although 
this would be most helpful to low-entry breeds, it would apply to all 
breeds providing that the number of entries in class dogs and bitches 
would equal the number required in one sex for the awarding of one 
point. This proposal had previously been rejected by the board, but 
since the Parent Club Committee had also passed this proposal and 
AKC Events Staff and the Board seemed increasingly concerned about 
the continued decline in conformation entries, there is hope that the 
AKC Board might this time agree.

The Forum

A presentation by the AKC (Explosives) Detection Dog Task Force 
included a demonstration by a well-trained Golden Retriever. It ap-
pears that Sporting Dogs are recommended for this work since they 
are less intimidating to the public than are the “pointy eared” German 
Shepherd Dogs and Malinois.  Besides Goldens, Flat-coated Retrievers 
and German Short-haired and Wire-haired Pointers are also favored 
for bomb-detection work. With the increasing need for their services, 
there is a shortage, and it is hoped that American breeders can fill the 
void. However, extensive training of puppy candidates is required and 
with it the retention of the puppies by the breeders for many months, 
which coupled with the low prices paid by the government, repre-
sents an ongoing problem. However, the Task Force is holding regular 
meetings with government and private security contractors, as well 
as with interested sporting dog breeders, and it is hoped that supply 
problems can be worked out. A “chipmunk” training exercise was illus-
trated and alleged to strengthen core muscles.  This consists of
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training the dog to sit on its haunches by using a toy rodent as bait. It 
was said that if the dog was made to perform this exercise consistently 
3 times a week, it would extend the life of the dog by 3 years (?) Anne 
Bowes, Delegate for the Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club asked if short-
legged dogs, like Corgis, could be used.   It seems that there may be 
some demand for little dogs by the Navy as they may be better suited 
for searching ship holds or shipping containers. 

President’s Report

This was given-over to Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President of 
Sports and Events.   He stated that the AKC now offered 25 different 
sports events, including conformation, and that there were 20,000 
events per year (400 per week) with 3.1 million entries per year.  He 
also noted that conformation entries had fallen every year since 
2004, with a large drop in 2008, attributed to the recession. 2017 saw 
24,000 entries lost, down 2% from 2016.  The 2018 year-to-date loss is 
0.6% compared to 2017.  For the past 5 years, obedience has shown 
a 3% decline per year.  However, year-to-date entries this year are up 
14%, an increase which he attributed to the recent change in group 
exercises (handlers no longer leave the dogs off leash in the ring). CGC 
title were 70,082 in 2017 and are up 10% this year and should reach a 
1 million total this summer. Although traditional performance events 
have decreased 0.6% each year during the past decade, CAT, Fast CAT, 
scent work, barn hunt, dock-diving, therapy dog all show increasing 
participation. 18,086 titles were awarded in the Trick Dog program 
during 2017.

Financial Report

CFO Joseph Baffuto gave the financial report.   Through 30 May 2017, 
year-to-date income is $31.177 million, and expenses are $29.543 mil-
lion, up from $29.156 million and $25.574 million for the same period 
last year.  Net operating income for the first 5 months of 2018 is $3.411 
million, up from $1.634 million for the same period last year.  Litter 
registrations so far this year are 104,083 and dog registrations 255,886, 
up 6% and 5% respectively since last year.   Total revenues for the first 
5 months of 2018 are up $2.0 million, or 7%.  Of this revenue increase, 
$896,000 is in dog registrations, $720,000 in royalties/sponsors, 
$497,000 in the CGC program, $191,000 in litter registrations.  

Total staff level is 338, up 28 positions since 2017.  The increase is at-
tributed to increased programs, AKC.TV, N.Y. office relocation, and in-
creased communication and public relations activities.  Contributions 
to the AKC Canine Health Foundation have increased by $348,000 so 
far this year.   As of 05/31/2018, total assets are $171.7 million with 
total liabilities of 77.3 for total unrestricted assets of 94.4 million, up 
from 83.2 million last year.

All proposed amendments to the Dog Show Rules passed.   The 
recommendation that Best in Show judge be someone who had not 
previously judged that day was removed.  The provision that notifica-
tion must be printed in the Premium List if a club is not offering the 
three-point major to the Reserve Winners at the National Specialty 
was moved from Chapter 16 to Chapter 6.  “Licensed” judges are now 
“approved judges,” since judges are independent contractors rather 
than AKC employees, and this wording is thought to be more legally 
correct. An italicized sentence regarding electronic communication of 
judging programs was “de-italicized” to make it part of the rule, rather 
than a regulation.

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business con-
ducted by the various delegate committees or by the official Delegate 
Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all meetings are posted on the 
AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a committee meeting 
or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these and 
forward them to you.



Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

With your first donation of $100 or more you will receive a “Friend 
of Aussies” Recognition Lapel Pin and a Shingle for that year.  For 
continued donations of $100 or more you will receive a Shingle to add 
to your Recognition Pin indicating that you are a continuing “Friend 
of Aussies”.  Every donation is appreciated.  Your dollars continue the 
Trust’s ability to help our Aussies in so many ways!

Go to our web page to also order items that will benefit the Trust!
http://www.australianterrier.org/trustgifts.html

What’s it all about anyway….?  In the past, at the time ATCA mem-
bers paid their dues they indicated on the renewal form any addition 
amount of money to be given to the Health Fund or Education Fund.  
No one was able to deduct any of these donations from their taxes.  

There have been ATCA members and owners of Australian Terriers 
who wanted to support the breed, but wanted to gift the money into 
a Trust.  Until the AusTTrust was established these monies were kindly 
held by the estate’s trustees until these monies could be donated to a 
bona fide trust for Australian Terriers or donated to ATCA as an endow-
ment for a designated trophy fund.

The AusTTrust began with an estate donation 2011. Since then the
Trust has raised approx. $42,000 to September 2017. Since its incep-
tion the Trust has;
•	 Sponsored the 2013 Educational Speaker at the National Spe-

cialty in Palm Springs with Thomas Graves DVM, PhD, DAVIM who 
spoke about a passion of his, Diabetes.

•	 Sponsored the 2015 Education Day Speaker at the Chattanooga 
National Specialty where Carmen Botaglia spoke about breeding 
healthy dogs.

•	 Raised monies for the Hemangiosarcoma research study from 
members and fanciers of the Australian terrier.

•	 Matched all the funds raised for the Hemangiosarcoma research 
study to double the ATCA donation.

•	 Supported the AKC Canine Health Foundation Tick Bourne 
Disease

•	 Initiative with funds from the Trust matched by the Australian 
Terrier Club of America and AKC to a total of $5,000

•	 Established “Friends of the Aussies”! A group of donors who con-
tribute $100 or more to the AusTTrust annually.

•	 Hosted annual events thanking all our donors large and small for 
their work and contributions to the AusTTrust.

•	 Sponsoring 2018 Education Day speaker at the Asheville, NC 
Specialty with Dr. Jerold Bell from Canine Health Foundation.
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Balls
All proceeds go to benefit the AusTTrust

8” x 10” Limited Edition prints
All proceeds go to benefit the AusTTrust

Blank Note Cards 
All proceeds go to benefit the AusTTrust

http://www.australianterrier.org/trustgifts.html
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AKC Communications   
7 Activities to Do With a Dog That Loves Water

Some dogs seem to be part fish — happy to splash and play in water 
all day, if you let them. For these pups, there are plenty of activities 
that will keep them entertained. Check out seven examples below.

Swimming: Most dogs that love water are happy to paddle around 
in a lake, creek, or dog-friendly pool. But before you let your dog off 
his leash, review canine swimming safety tips to ensure your pup is 
well equipped to handle the water.

Diving Dogs: Is your canine companion’s favorite game fetch? He 
should try Diving Dogs. The sport involves throwing a toy into the 
water while your dog waits on a dock. He must then run and jump 
into the water to retrieve his toy. Dogs are judged by the distance of 
their jump. This sport has gained a lot of attention over the last few 
years, and you can now earn an AKC title through North America Div-
ing Dogs.

Surfing: Does your pup have what it takes to become the next surf 
dog? The late, great Tillman, a Bulldog known for surfing and skate-
boarding, helped make this activity so popular that there are now 
annual surf dog competitions.

Search and Rescue: A great way to combine your dog’s love of wa-
ter with a good cause is by participating in search and rescue. Some 
organizations specifically train dogs to help with water rescues and 
locate drowning victims.

Water Retrievals: Some dogs may like to retrieve, but not necessar-
ily jump off a dock, and that’s okay. Water retrieving uses a weighted 
toy that sinks to the bottom of a pool for your dog to get. It’s impor-
tant to note that the water should not be too deep, so your dog can 
comfortably swim to and from the surface.

Boating: Water-loving dogs are often at home on the deck of a boat. 
If you do plan on taking your dog out on the water, remember to 
bring a life jacket, even if your pup knows how to swim.

Paddleboarding: Paddleboarding is a fun activity that you and your 
dog can do together. However, you probably shouldn’t bring your 
canine companion along unless you’re an experienced paddleboarder 
yourself. This is another activity that should include a dog life jacket.

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
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 Troubleshooting:

Some dogs can be overwhelmed by large bodies of water. Try 
starting with an empty baby pool in your yard. Get your dog 

comfortable stepping in while the pool is empty before slowly 
adding water. Reward your dog for getting in and he’ll soon be 

happily jumping in every chance he gets! 

Start young! Get your puppy comfortable with water as soon as 
you bring him home! Your bathtub or a baby pool with an inch 
or two of water make great places to introduce young puppies. 
You can also carry small puppies into the water and help them 

swim back to shore or another person. 

If your dog won’t step off a pool step to start swimming 
try a pond or lake where they can gradually 
wade deeper rather than a sudden drop off.



Come to Longmont for the Rocky Mountain Aussie Roundup!
Three days of Conformation, Obedience and Rally 

May 29, 2019 – Welcome Night at the Fairgrounds 

May 30, 2019- Education Day

May 31st, 2019- The ATCA 79th National Specialty will be held as an Independent Specialty

June 1, 2019 – Flatirons Kennel Club All Breed Show

Australian Terrier Club of Colorado Regional Specialty with Flatirons Kennel Club All Breed Show

June 2, 2019- Supported entry Flatirons Kennel Club

All details – www.australianterrier.org

Book your Hotel NOW!!

Questions- email Kerrie Bryan, Show Chair, aussee@comcast.net

http://www.australianterrier.org
http://www.australianterrier.org
mailto:aussee%40comcast.net%0D?subject=aussee%40comcast.net%0D


Cover Story......

CH Ryba’s A Day At The Races
Chico
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 Finnish CH Melukylan Zingeretti   x  GCH CH Ryba’s A Bit Risqué
Bred by Ryba Kennel

Owned by Susan Bachman/Teresa Schreeder

Since Chico finished at 8 months old, he is now growing up here at home.  In another year we plan to show him again.

He is an easy dog to live with and naps on my bed when my bedroom door is open. 

To earn his keep, he catches field mice that have gained entrance to the house and leaves them for me to find.  

He lives amiably with another unneutered dog and it’s always playtime for them when they aren’t napping.  



Health Scoop
Avoid Tragedy: Check Your Yard for 

These Potentially Fatal Growths
Mushroom intoxication in pets is probably underestimated, according 
to some experts, even though it ranks near the top of the list of pet 
poisonings each year.

Mushrooms present a special problem for pet parents because unless 
you’re a mushroom expert (called a mycologist), it’s next to impossible 
to tell the difference between toxic and non-toxic varieties.

According to Dr. Ahna Brutlag, assistant director of Veterinary Services 
at the national Pet Poison Helpline, separating toxic from non-toxic 
mushrooms is “the million dollar question.”

“Mushrooms are notoriously hard to identify,” she explains. “However 
innocent looking a mushroom appears, some of them can be life 
threatening.”

For example, the notoriously toxic “false morel” mushroom looks very 
much like the edible, much sought-after morel mushroom favored by 
gourmet cooks.

There are several thousand species of mushrooms in existence, but 
relatively few are thought to be toxic. The majority of fatal poisonings 
in pets involve mushrooms from the genera Amanita, Galerina, and 
Lepiota.

The amanita mushroom, for example, is found in Europe, Asia and 
North America. It has as many as seven varieties of colors and shapes, 
which increases the difficulty of correctly identifying it. According to 
Dr. Brutlag, eating just one of these mushrooms can be deadly.

Symptoms of Mushroom Poisoning

Clinical signs of mushroom poisoning depend on the species of mush-
room ingested, the specific toxin the mushroom contains, and the 
individual animal’s susceptibility.

Generally speaking, mushroom poisoning has four distinct clinical 
syndromes, according to Dr. Charlotte Means of the ASPCA National 
Animal Poison Control Center.
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False Morel Mushroom

Galerina

Edible Morel Mushroom

Amanita phalloides (death cap mushroom)

2
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Gastrointestinal (GI) Irritation. 
This is the most common symptom and is rarely serious enough to be 
fatal. Vomiting and diarrhea typically occur within about six hours of 
ingestion. GI upset runs its course in about 24 hours and requires mini-
mal veterinary care.

GI Upset Plus Muscarinic Effects. 
Muscarinic effects include excessive drooling and tear production, 
which are also symptoms of carbamate and organophosphate insec-
ticide poisoning. Pupils may be small and constricted, but the most 
serious sign is a significantly slowed heartbeat.

This clinical syndrome usually occurs within six hours of mushroom 
ingestion and almost always requires veterinary care. Species of 
mushrooms that commonly cause this syndrome are from the genera 
Inocybe and Clitocybe.

GI Upset, Muscarinic Effects, Depression, And Lethargy. 
This clinical syndrome is characterized by severe abdominal pain and 
vomiting. There can also be jaundice (a yellowing of the whites of the 
eyes and mucous membranes), bleeding disorders and seizures as a 
result of liver damage. These symptoms occur between 6 and 20 hours 
after mushroom ingestion, and without prompt, aggressive treatment, 
they are often fatal.

The death cap mushroom (Amanita phalloides) is most often the 
culprit in these cases, along with the false morel (Gyromitra esulenta) 
and the Galerina.

Hallucinogenic syndrome. Illegal “street” mushrooms commonly 
known as magic mushrooms, blue legs, or liberty caps, cause this 
syndrome. These are non-toxic mushrooms (the kind sold in grocery 
stores) that have been tainted with LSD or other illicit drugs.

Pets typically find these mushrooms in someone’s indoor stash, not in 
the yard or the woods. Symptoms of magic mushroom ingestion can 
include restlessness, hallucinations, “air biting,” extreme depression, 
staggering, muscle tremors, seizures, and coma. If you suspect your 
pet has ingested this type of mushroom, you should get him to your 
veterinarian or an emergency animal clinic immediately.

Treatment for Mushroom Intoxication

Treatment for mushroom poisoning depends on the symptoms, and is 
focused on stabilizing your pet, decontamination, and managing any 
clinical signs that may develop.

Decontamination includes inducing vomiting to remove any remnants 
of the mushroom from the stomach. The next step is typically adminis-
tration of activated charcoal to absorb any remaining toxins.

If your pet continues to show signs of toxicity, the veterinary staff 
will try to identify the type of mushroom ingested by contacting a 
mycologist in the area. According to Dr. Brutlag, it’s often impossible 
to predict the outcome for your pet until the mushroom is identified.

That’s why it’s important to bring any uneaten mushrooms with you 
to the vet or emergency animal clinic. Wrap them in a paper towel 
and place them in a paper (not plastic) bag. If there will be any delay 
between wrapping the mushrooms and leaving for your vet’s office, 
place the mushrooms in the refrigerator and mark the bag “Do not 
eat!”

The symptoms and organs affected depends on what type of mush-
room your pet consumed, however, many holistic vets and human 
MDs have had excellent results decreasing toxicosis with homeopathic 
remedies (the remedy selected based on the animal’s symptoms)

Preventing Mushroom Poisoning in Your Pet

Mushrooms in yards (yours and your neighbors’) should be removed 
promptly before neighborhood pets have a chance to notice them.

As a general rule, veterinarians and pet poison experts consider all 
mushroom ingestions in pets toxic unless a quick and accurate identi-
fication of the mushroom can be made.

If you know or suspect your pet has eaten a mushroom, immediately 
contact your veterinarian, the nearest emergency animal clinic, or the 
24/7 Pet Poison Helpline at 855-764-7661. If your pet throws up or 
poops, collect a sample, place it in a plastic bag, and bring it with you.

Sources and References
Petfinder
Pet Poison Helpline
Veterinary Pet Insurance
VetStreet

1 Veterinary Pet Insurance
2 Petfinder
3 The Ochsner Journal, Summer 2014, Iss. 14, No. 2, pp 252-258
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Inocybe spp.

Clitocybe nebularis
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The STANDARD Broken Down                                                           
Co-authored by Jane Tenor & Ida Ellen Weinstock

The Rearquarters, Part 1

This third article in the Standard series and the first on the Rearquarters 
will cover the vocabulary of the rear.....

1. The angle formed between the topline and the top surface of 
the pelvis from the uppermost part of the pelvis, the ilium, to the 
lowest and furthest back part, the ischium, (pronounced iss key 
um). This angle has been called the angle of the croup, the pelvic 
angle and the angle at which the hip bone falls away from the 
spinal column, the back.  And this angle sets, to a large extent, 
the angle at which the hindquarters function.  

2. The angle formed at the stifle, the knee joint, which connects the 
upper and lower thighs.  One often hears the expression “well-
turned stifle.”  In most cases it describes a correct angle formed by 
the upper and lower thigh bones of equal length.  
 

3. The angle formed between the lower thigh and the rear pastern 
at the hock which sets the rear pastern perpendicular to the 
ground in a natural stance.  The phrase “hocks well let down” is, 
like “well turned stifle,” a horse term.  It means that the hock joint 
is low and the rear pastern thus short.

The croup, referred to in 1. is the rear part of the topline above the 
hindlegs.  

The bones of the hindquarters are the pelvis, hip joint, femur, patella, 
tibia, fibula, bones of the rear pastern, and phalanges.  And let’s not 
forget the ischium.

Parts of Pelvis

a.  The ilium, largest and most forward part of the pelvis.
b.  The ischium, rearmost part of the pelvis.
c.  The acetabulum (pronounced ass sa tab you lum), into which the 
head of the femur fits.
d.  The rearmost part of the ischium, which we will henceforth refer to 
as the point of the buttock.

Bibliography
Major source of Glossary:  Weinstock, I. E. and Barnes, K.  The Australian Terrier, 
An Illustrated Clarification of the Standard (New Jersey, USA:  The Australian Ter-
rier Club of America, 1994).       

Outline of Australian Terrier used in first three illustrations:  Weinstock, I. E and 
Barnes, K.  The Australian Terrier, An Illustrated Clarification of the Standard (C. 
Coleman, M. Shoemaker, A. Samarotto, artists] (New Jersey, USA:  The Australian 
Terrier Club of America, 1994).
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Our standard describes the Hindquarters:  Strong, legs well angulated 
at the stifles and hocks, short and perpendicular from the hocks to 
the ground.  Upper and lower thighs are well muscled.  Viewed from 
behind, the rear legs are straight from the hip joints to the ground 
and in the same plane as the forelegs. 

What are the hindquarters?  The hindquarters are the rear section of 
the dog and include the pelvis, the hip joints (balls and sockets), the 
upper thighs, the knee joints (the stifles) the lower thigh, the hock 
joint, the rear pastern, and the foot.

a.  Croup
b.  Pelvis
c.  Ischium
d.  Femur
e.  Tibia and fibula
f.  Hock (joint)
g.  Rear pastern

Why an article on just the “vocabulary” of the rear? 

Well, when one reads about this part of the anatomy, we read about 
things not mentioned in the standard, such as croup, ilium, and 
ischium. And then, too, what are the hocks. . . a joint between the lower 
thigh and the rear pastern, or the bone that comes down from the 
lower thigh at the hock joint and attaches at the bottom to the foot?  In 
our standard, the hocks are the joints that attach the rear pasterns, the 
bones which the standard further states are short and perpendicular 
from the hocks to the ground and the lower thigh. So, despite the fact 
that the term frequently is used interchangeably for joint and bone, for 
this discussion we will use hock to describe the joint and rear pastern 
to describe the bones located between the hock and the foot. 

Many equate rear angulation with the turn of the stifle.  There are 
actually three angles that along with length of bones have major 
impact on the structure of the rear: 
 



AKC Registration Information - Mid 2018 update

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Metric 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Notes
Registered Litters 178              123                115                114              83                78                  73                  66                  51                61                  21                   # AKC litters registered each year
Complement (# Pups in Litters) 736              554                500                475              378              351                315                324                239              281                102                Litters - AKC
Litter Complement 784              559                520                479              378              351                315                324                239              281                102                 # Pups in each year's litters (known as the "Complement")
Average Complement 4.40             4.54               4.52               4.20             4.55             4.50               4.32               4.91               4.69             4.61               4.86                Average # of pups per litter

Individually Registered Pups (to date) 336              235                214                233              183              206                156                189                149              164                41                   # Pups from each year's litters individually registered (to date)
Actual Return Rate (to date) 42.9% 42.0% 41.2% 48.6% 48.4% 58.7% 49.5% 58.3% 62.3% 58.4% 40.2%  % Pups from each year's litters individually registered (to date)

Limited Registrations (to date) 91                102                83                  70                67                61                  46                  58                  59                52                  19                   # Limited Registrations from each year's litters (to date)
% Complement Registered Limited (to date) 11.6% 18.2% 16.0% 14.6% 17.7% 17.4% 14.6% 17.9% 24.7% 18.5% 18.6%  % Pups from each year's litters Registered as Limited (to date)

Limited Revoked (to date) 1                  -                 2                    -               3                  2                    -                 2                    -               1                    -                  # Limited Revoked Dogs from each year's litters (to date)
Litters from Revoked Limited (to date) 1                  -                 2                    -               3                  2                    -                 2                    -               1                    -                  Litters involving each year's Revoked Limited (to date)

 Complement Bitches in Conformation 61                36                  42                  42                43                48                  31                  47                  36                31                  3                     # Bitches from each year's litters in Conformation (to date)
 Complement Dogs in Conformation 65                22                  26                  38                27                33                  29                  36                  25                26                  3                     # Males from each year's litters in Conformation (to date)
Total Complement in Conformation (to date) 126              58                  68                  80                70                81                  60                  83                  61                57                  6                     Total from each year's litters in Conformation (to date)
% Complement in Conformation (to date) 16.1% 10.4% 13.1% 16.7% 18.5% 23.1% 19.0% 25.6% 25.5% 20.3% 5.9%  % of each year's litters in Conformation (to date)

 Complement Bitches Bred 56                33                  30                  28                28                26                  20                  11                  4                  1                    -                  Bitches from each year's litters that have been bred (to date)
 Complement Dogs Bred 37                14                  19                  25                15                18                  9                    7                    4                  1                    -                  Males from each year's litters that have been bred (to date)
Total Complement Bred (to date) 93                47                  49                  53                43                44                  29                  18                  8                  2                    -                  Total from each year's litters that have been bred (to date)
% Complement Bred (to date) 11.9% 8.4% 9.4% 11.1% 11.4% 12.5% 9.2% 5.6% 3.3% 0.7% 0.0%  % of each year's litters that have been bred (to date)

  AKC Dog Registrations 309              275                235                240              224              202                140                201                166              160                84                   # Registered from AKC Litters during each year
  FSS Registrations -               -                 -                 -               -               -                 -                 -                 -               -                 -                  # of FSS Dog Registrations each year 
  Conditional Registrations 14                6                    3                    1                  -               -                 -                 -                 -               -                 -                  # of Conditional Registrations each year
  Open Registrations -               -                 -                 -               -               -                 -                 -                 -               -                 -                  # of Open Registrations each year
  Foreign Registrations 7                  4                    5                    8                  7                  9                    5                    4                    12                6                    1                     # of Foreign-born Registrations each year
Total Dogs Registered 330              285                243                249              231              211                145                205                178              166                85                   Total Dog Registrations each year

 Unique Bitches in Conformation (each year) 163              160                142                141              135              138                128                118                124              120                99                   Unique # of bitches in Conformation each year
 Unique Dogs in Conformation (each year) 145              152                99                  103              107              104                96                  102                93                88                  75                   Unique # of males in Conformation each year
Total Unique in Conformation (each year) 308              312                241                244              242              242                224                220                217              208                174                 Unique # in Conformation each year

 Unique Bitches Bred (each year) 154              105                100                100              76                67                  59                  60                  44                51                  21                   Unique # bitches bred each year
 Unique Dogs Bred (each year) 109              80                  73                  67                56                49                  46                  44                  34                41                  17                   Unique # males bred each year
Total Bred (each year) 263              185                173                167              132              116                105                104                78                92                  38                   Unique # bred each year

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
N/A -30.9% -6.5% -0.9% -27.2% -6.0% -6.4% -9.6% -22.7% 19.6% -65.6%
N/A -28.7% -7.0% -7.9% -21.1% -7.1% -10.3% 2.9% -26.2% 17.6% -63.7%
N/A -30.1% -8.9% 8.9% -21.5% 12.6% -24.3% 21.2% -21.2% 10.1% -75.0%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
0.0% -30.9% -35.4% -36.0% -53.4% -56.2% -59.0% -62.9% -71.3% -65.7% -88.2%
0.0% -28.7% -33.7% -38.9% -51.8% -55.2% -59.8% -58.7% -69.5% -64.2% -87.0%
0.0% -30.1% -36.3% -30.7% -45.5% -38.7% -53.6% -43.8% -55.7% -51.2% -87.8%

These %'s are calculated to show the change
each year from the previous year.

These %'s are calculated to show the change
each year compared to 2008.
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As noted in the previous distributions of this information, the following includes the counts of litters, litter complement, and dogs registered for 
Australian Terriers since 2008. [Note:  “Complement” is the count of pups from each AKC litter.]  It also includes the counts of unique dogs and 
bitches that are breeding and participating in conformation.  Those counts are finite and will change only minimally over time and generally only 
due to cancellations of litters, dogs and/or awards.

On the other hand, there are a number of rows that indicate “to date,” such as “Total Complement in Conformation (to date).” All rows with “to 
date” information are refreshed every time we reprocess this report.  This is so you will have an accurate picture of the puppies produced in any 
given year.  For instance, of the 1.7 million puppies produced in AKC Litters in 2008 (a.k.a., the Litter Complement for 2008), over 157,000 or 9.3% 
participated in conformation as of June 2018.  Every time we update this chart, the system looks at all litters from 2008 to see if any additional 
dogs have started in conformation.  Obviously, there will not be many 2008 pups entering Conformation or Breeding for the first time in 2018, 
but there will be many updates to the information known about pups born in 2017 and 2018. 

Again, please feel free to share the attached information with your club membership as you see fit in order to stimulate discussion about reg-
istration, how AKC registration processes and procedures can be improved to better support breeders, and to explore how AKC could further 
assist Parent Clubs in their mission to develop and steward their breeds. 

Regards,

Mark
Mark Dunn
Executive Vice President
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Our members have been very busy over the summer months 
and as a result have acquired several new breed first titles!

The following pages are articles which features a write up done by each owner on their new title, 
how they train, and how their dog responds to training.  

FIRST’s for ATCA member’s:

New Rally Master Title
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High  CDX, PUTD BN  GO  VER  RAE  RM  AX  OAJ  MXP  AJP  NF  OFP 
owner Pat Maynard

Trick Dog Elite Title
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin  CD PCDX BN RE TKE  
owner Muriel McMullen

DCat Title (clocked at 22.46 mph)
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star  RN  CAX  DCAT  RATN  CGC  TKP        
owner Susan Jacobsen

Distinguished Therapy Dog  Title
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother  THDD CGC 
owner Eileen Wittfelt

Dock Senior Title
Johmanda’s Banjo Dahling DS CGC    
owner (pending new member) Jan Dahling 

Competed and was ranked in Obedience at the recent  invitation only AKC NOC
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX OM1 RAE THDA CGCA TKA  
owner Pat Goshorn

Competed and was ranked in Rally at the recent invitation only AKC NOC           
Bluquo’s dance the Night Away BN RE THDN CGCA TKI   
owner Pat Goshorn

First in the Terrier Group over all in Front and Finish standings  in 2017 and 2018  
6 High in Trials
Placed third in the Terrier Group in this summer’s AKC NOC
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX5 OM8 GO GN  
owner Cindy Burgess

New AKC VCD1 our breed’s second owner to acquire one 
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot to Trott  VCD1 BN RE CGC  
owner Thalia Rott
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Rusty (Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX 
OM1 RAE THDA CGCA TKA) is seven 
years old and the first dog that I 
have earned obedience titles with. 
He earned his first CD (Companion 
Dog) leg in the fall of 2013 and in 
July 2018 he completed his UDX 
(Utility Dog Excellent) title. Last fall 
he earned two OTCH (obedience 

trial championship points) which enabled him to qualify to compete in 
the National Obedience Championship (NOC) which was held in Wilm-
ington, Ohio. It is an honor just to be eligible to attend this competi-
tion and since it was being held in my state, I decided to attend. I went 
with the expectation of enjoying the day and meeting people from all 
over the United States. It was a much larger and busier venue than we 
had been to before with about 150 dogs competing. I am not a profes-
sional trainer and my dog is still quite green compared to many of the 
other participants. I am hopeful that Rusty might be eligible to attend 
the NOC another time when he is more seasoned. We had a great time 
and I would encourage anyone who might be eligible to go and enjoy 
a fun day! 

Bekka (Bluquo’s Dance The Night Away BN RE THDN CGCA TKI)  is three 
years old and started her career in rally in March 2017 and quickly 
earned the rally titles RN, RA, and RE. Rally competition is an excellent 
way to gain ring experience in preparation for entering obedience. 
She did very well in rally and her high scores made her eligible to en-
ter the National Rally Championship which also was held at Wilming-
ton, Ohio the day before the NOC. To qualify the dog had to have three 
scores of 93 or higher and Bekka had scores of 100, 100, and 97 in the 
Advanced class. At the RNC she had two runs on Advanced courses 
and received scores of 98 and 100. She was 16th out of the 80 dogs 
entered. I was very pleased with her performance especially since she 
is also very green and inexperienced in the ring. There were about 400 
dogs competing so it was a busy, noisy venue. We had a fun day at the 
RNC and I would definitely encourage people to participate when they 
qualify for it. 

Training Australian Terriers, who 
are not considered “obedience 
dogs” since they like to think for 
themselves, is not such a difficult 
thing to do. You cannot do long, 
repetitive training sessions as they 
do not like that. Short sessions - 10 
to 15 minutes each - are much 
more effective and can be done 
several times a day. I use a clicker 
with treats and both dogs are very food motivated. Higher value treats 
get the dog to put forth greater effort. Both of my dogs want to please 
and really do try to do what I want. 

It has been a fun journey with my dogs thus far and we are far from 
done. I have lots of plans for the future with both of them. Rusty is in 
his prime as far as competing in obedience and Bekka is just starting 
out. If you have the opportunity to compete in either the RNC or the 
NOC, go and have a good time. You don’t have to win anything to 
enjoy it and you can have a good time watching and socializing with 
the other participants.

Let me start by saying, Walker is a joy to be partnered with.  He loves 
working and showing.  It’s all fun too him.

We started out early. I knew what my goals were (are) and we took off 
for them.  From my handling to his part it still is a work in progress.  
Working with love & praise, toys, treats, and direction we move on.

As I was first starting with training Walker seemed to want more.  With 
this attitude he was introduced to new commands promptly.  He 
chose the speed at which new exercises were and are introduced.  To 
this day he looks at me while training like he’s asking “what else can 
we do? “ Truly a joy.

Right from the start of his Obedience career he set the bar high.  Re-
ceiving not only 1st place in his class, but High In Trial (HIT), also.  Team 
Walker has been awarded 6 HITs and 4 HC (High Combined) during 
our time showing so far.  With many class placements.

Every year Front & Finish Magazine posts a ranking of dogs that show 
in Open B & Utility B. They put a value on the scores received. For the 
past 2 years Walker has not only been the #1 Australian Terrier, but the 
#1 Terrier overall.  

In the past 2 years we have been invited to the National Obedience 
Championship (NOC). The first year was so exciting. Our placement 
was 86th overall, and 2nd in the Terrier Group.  This year we placed 
73rd overall with 3rd place in the Terrier Group.  We are moving in the 
right direction.

This “Little Man” has by far exceeded my expectations.  Still, my origi-
nal goal is out there.  The Obedience Trial Champion (OTCH) Title.  We 
are getting there. We have 49 of the 100 points needed, and we have 
all of the 1st place wins necessary.  Along with all this he is closing in 
on the Obedience Grand Master (OGM) Title.  I have added additional 
goals for us to strive for.  Whether we get to all of them or not this is a 
great hobby. 

This journey we are on is an amazing one.  We train to win, play hard, 
cuddle often, and love always.    
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Participating in the
 2018 NOC and the RNC 

       by Patricia Goshorn

My Journey with Walker 

       by Cindy Burgess

CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX5 OM8 GO GN



Barney is my fifth therapy dog.  Over the last fifteen years I’ve learned 
a few things.  Basic obedience is a good beginning but must include 
extra commands such as “leave it” and “drop it”, especially in a medical 
location.  A great connection between owner and dog is most impor-
tant. The owner and dog must trust each other, and dogs know when 
you are faking it.  Terriers get bored with repetition, so I vary little five 
minute “practice sessions” several times a day.

While training it’s a good idea to expose your dog to anything and 
everything different from home.  Walks near a playground in the early 
afternoon or right after school lets out is a good idea…kids are noisy, 
quick, and unpredictable.  We visit box stores where dogs are allowed 
like Lowe’s or Home Depot on the weekend, especially around holiday 
time when stores are crowded, and people tend to be somewhat care-
less with shopping carts.  Shopping carts have wheels like wheelchairs 
and some walkers.  Sometimes we’ll go where it is confusing, like an 
auto-car wash.

Barney’s primary place to visit is our local hospital.  Hospitals are 
places where both owner and dog must be ok/comfortable with a 
wide range of emotional situations, sometimes all in one visit.  Crying, 
happiness, anger, fear, frustration, joy, yelling, despair and everything 
in between are emotions we may encounter, especially from a family 
member or patient.  Barney and I visit waiting rooms for emergency, 
surgery, ICU, lab and imaging areas and staff offices on the main floor 
of the hospital in addition to requests for patient’s rooms.  Barney 
seems to “connect” with people a lot when we’re walking hallways.  

This  is especially so with employees.

On a typical therapy visit will last about one and a half hours.  My job is 
Barney, his safety and well-being… while Barney’s main job is to make 
people smile.  I must be aware when Barney need a break, perhaps a 
walk outside, maybe we need to cut our visit short.  Barney just being 
himself makes people smile.  Somehow, he knows when to sit a little 
bit closer to a person.  He really connects s with employees we see on 
a regular basis.  I tend 
to smile at everyone we 
meet and have noticed a 
few words from me and 
a little attention from 
Barney seems to make 
a difference, especially 
with housekeeping 
staff and security.  The 
rewards we receive are 
those of the heart.

I should also men-
tion that I’m known as 
Barney’s Mom, rarely Ei-
leen… and that’s exactly 
as it should be.

New Distinguished Therapy Dog                    
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother  THDD CGC

       by Eileen Wittfelt

FAST CAT (Coursing Ability Test) is a timed 100-yard dash on a fenced 
straight course.  There is a release box and a catch basin at the end. 
Dogs run individually chasing a lure.  It is an event that seems to be 
sweeping the nation.  It is so popular that events fill up very fast (no 
pun intended).  Dogs are also ranked by Breed and fastest times.  
Fastest time is the average of the dog’s 3 best runs for the year. The 
dog’s good physical condition and natural running ability is all that is 
needed.   

Points are earned based on dog’s speed using a formula and the 
dog’s assigned handicap by height (204.545 divided by dog’s time x 
handicap=points) BCAT is the first level at 150 points.  DCAT is the sec-
ond level at 500 points and FCAT is the top title at 1,000 points.  Points 
are cumulative.  Dogs can continue to earn additional FCAT titles for 
every increment of 500 points.

Good physical condition and enthusiasm has been the main focus for 
my dog’s success.  Frequent walks, hikes and short fast bursts of chas-
ing a ball can help with conditioning.  For my dog enthusiasm is never 
an issue.  Keep it fun! 

Tips if you participate in a Fast Cat event:

Bring 2 leashes.  You will need someone to either release or catch your 
dog.  Sponsoring club members may help and other participants will 
gladly help.  Arrive prepared for the particular weather conditions 
(shade and water).  Warm up your dog before run time. Cool down and 
water your dog after the run.  Read the premium carefully.  Valuable 
information is always included.   Be prepared for you and your dog to 
have fun!
   
GCH Amawalk Wish upon A Star RN CAX DCAT RATN CGC TKP aka Benz 
earned his DCAT title June 1, 2018.  Once again, (first to earn BCAT) he 
is the first Australian Terrier to earn the DCAT and he is also the fastest 
at 22.46 mph as listed by AKC.  His best run ever clocked at 8.88 sec-
onds (23.03 mph).  He is on track to earn the top title, FCAT, real soon.  
Go Benz go!

Benz is bred, owned and handled by Susan Jacobsen.

What Is 
AKC FAST CAT?

       by Susan Jacobsen
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Rally Master 

Max is an awesome little dude that earned the First Rally Master title 
by a club member. He was bred by Barbera Curtis, Kerrie Bryan & Carol 
Sazama . . . . energetic (always available for training or play), smart 
(clever & devious), and biddable (as defined by a terrier).

Max has always worked in a buckle collar and received positive 
reinforcement training.  Exercises or rally moves have always been 
broken down into small pieces or parts.  We practice pieces on our 
morning walks in many different places before working through a 
complete exercise.  When he reached advanced levels of training and 
clearly understood exercises, he was given a “time out” in his crate if he 
wasn’t working.  He was amazing after a few minutes alone time.  Then 
“jackpot” time.  

Max is always looking for a good time and happily “boings” along on 
heeling, tossed gloves in the air to catch them in Utility and made 
comments if they had too many stations with a backup in Masters 
Rally. But that is the fun of having him in the ring!

Next stop will be Barnhunt!

So what do all of Max’s titles really mean? 

In AKC Performance and Companion events a higher title in Regular 
AKC classes replaces the lower level title.  As a dog progresses through 
the higher levels, he ends up with only one title after his name, but 
we all know that there were several lower level classes completed 
successfully before   getting that higher-level title.  So, in actuality, Max 
has achieved a Beginner Novice (BN), Companion Dog (CD), Compan-
ion Dog Excellent (CDX), Graduate Open (GO), Preferred Utility Dog 
(PUTD), Obedience Versatility (VER); Rally Novice (RN), Rally Open (RO), 
Rally Excellent (RE), Rally Advanced Excellent (RAE), and  Rally Master 
(RM); Agility Excellent (AX), Open Agility Jumpers (OAJ),  Agility Master 
Excellent Preferred (MXP), Agility Advanced Jumpers Preferred ( AJP),  
Agility Novice Fast (NF) and  Agility Open Fast Preferred (OFP).

So Pat and 8 year old  Max have achieved 17 different AKC titles in 
Obedience, in Rally, and in Agility, with Barnhunt being a future goal. 
This indicates teamwork, dedication, keeping a competition dog in 
top,  condition and health, keeping the terrier spirit engaged and fo-
cused, and just a little bit of  being in the right place at the right event 
with the right dog!

Maddie is our breed’s first to acquire the new AKC Trick Dog Elite Title

From the first few weeks that Maddie came to me, at 12 weeks old, I 
have been teaching her tricks.  Maddie has become a master at tricks. 
She loves the challenge of figuring out new tricks and performing old 
ones.  

Tricks have been an important part of Maddie’s life.  We used tricks in 
her rehabilitation from FHO surgery to strengthen her hind leg.  When 
I had knee replacement surgery I couldn’t take her for walks or do oth-
er training to release her built-up energy but, I could teach her tricks 
while I was sitting. Tricks required mental and physical challenges to 
keep her brain and body engaged and busy. So, when AKC announced 
the new Trick Dog titling program I knew that was something we had 
to do.  Maddie earned her Trick Dog titles (up to the Performer level) 
as soon as the program began and when they came out with the Elite 
Performer title we knew we had to achieve that one too.

To earn a Trick Dog Elite Performer title, you must perform an unedited 
routine with a storyline. (which you will video.) Plus, your dog must 
have all 4 previous Trick Dog titles on record. For the Elite Performer 
routine, the dog/handler must perform 10 Tricks from Advanced and 
Performer levels with at least 5 of those tricks Performer level tricks. 
Also, you must use a prop with at least 5 tricks.  (While the list for the 
Performer level is currently short you may include tricks equaling the 
difficulty or more of the Performer level tricks.)

A story/script is required for the Elite Performer with the thought that 
you will be providing entertainment at shows, events, and in therapy 
settings.  For the video you can narrate the story yourself, have some-
one narrate the story for you, use captions in your video or you can 
send in a script designed for anyone to read that follows your routine.
 
The video link for your routine is sent directly to AKC to be judged/ap-
proved.  AKC CGC Evaluators do not judge the Elite Performer routines.

The theme for Maddie’s Elite Performer routine was The Story of Us 
which was a personal story of how we went through a major life 
changing event to “packing it up and moving on.”  It was more of a 
metaphoric routine as opposed to a literal one. (e.g., “Going in circles” 
– Maddie spins in circles left then right, “sometimes going sideways” - 
Maddie sidesteps, “trying to find where we fit in” – Maddie puts all four 
feet in a tiny, little box) Being overachievers, our routine consisted of 
no less than 16 tricks. 

Trick dog training is all about having fun with your dog. Teaching your 
dog tricks is a great way for you to bond with your dog and learn to 
work as a team.  Our little Aussies are particularly adept at learning 
tricks and being the “Star of the Show” anywhere they go.  I think all 
dogs should know a trick… or two… or three!

Trick Dog Elite Performer Title
                

       by Muriel McMullen                                                        

Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD PCDX BN RE TKE

       by Pat Maynard

Greyrock Tozan Maximum High 
CDX PUTD BN GO VER RAE RM AX OAJ MXP AJP NF OFP
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In 2013 my friends finished Trotter’s Champion title.  I was commit-
ted to our performance plan and we devoted most of our training to 
Tracking.  The ATCA Versatility Award was achieved in 2016.  Shortly 
thereafter, AKC sent Trotter a certificate :  AKC Achiever Dog.
Training for Tracking was a totally new experience.  Each week the 

group spends 5-6 hours in the field and we train at home in-between.  
Our trainer is all about positive training.  The dog wears a harness with 
a “tracking lead”.  The goal is for the dog to track 20 feet in front of the 
handler.  We learn to lay tracks for each other.  Each track must “age” a 
certain amount of time depending on the title we are training for.  In 
our case we must also be aware of any “critters”.  Trotter would chase 
a gopher or ground squirrel if given the opportunity.  Tracking is an 
all-weather sport and Trotter actually loves the rain.  Trying to stay dry 
ourselves can be challenging.  The AKC allows dogs to wear protective 
“clothes” but Trotter would rather go out and get soaking wet then 
shake water all over us.  Training is just part of the journey towards a 
TD.  The dogs must earn a certificate under a licensed AKC Tracking 
Judge to enter a test.  We earned our Certificate, which is good for a 
year, in April 2017.  In March 2018 we were first alternate at the Palo 
Alto Hills Tracking Association test.  Trotter drew the last track.  Our 
judge has Lakeland Terriers and told me that she “was to glad to see a 
terrier in the test.”  I was very happy when I saw the area for our track.  
It was mostly tall dry weeds with some star thistle.  We train in that 
stuff every week and I knew she could do it.  The track was 470 yards 
with 5 legs and 4 turns.  Seeing the hidden glove at the end of the 
track was the most thrilling experience ever.

A couple days after receiving Trotter’s Tracking Dog Certificate from 
AKC, she received yet another certificate- Versatile Companion Dog 
1 (VCD1).  Never in a million year did I ever think that we would ac-
complish this title (Editor’s note:  she is the second ATCA member to 
acquire a VCD1 title).  Thankfully, my dog is truly versatile.  She is now 
working toward her CDX and TDX.  I occasionally must remind myself 
that Trotter “is not a sheltie.”  She has a mind of her own and we are a 
working team.

THANK YOU!  Thanks to AKC Tracking Judge Mitzi Young for mentoring 
me toward our TD title.  I am grateful to Darlene Evans, Petie Schreeder 
and Sue Bachman for all their moral support.  Next to me they are Trot-
ter’s biggest fan cub.  I am thankful to Susan Saulvester for helping me 
with our ATCA Versatility award plan. She encouraged me to go “out 
of my comfort zone” and try new highlights. So many years have gone 
into our training journey and I have tried to summarize the highlights.  
I sincerely wish that every ATCA member could have the great joy in 
their lives with their working Australian Terriers that I have with Trotter.

October 20017 Darlene Evans brought in her Australian Terrier Jingles 
to the veterinary hospital for a pregnancy ultrasound.  This was the 
first time I saw Tera K’s Too Hot to Trott, aka “Trotter”.  I picked her out 
and named her when she was still in the womb!  The ensuing 10 ½ 
years have been and continue to be one of the most rewarding experi-
ences for me with my devoted companion.

Shetland Sheepdog Dar earned our first Companion Dog title in 1970 
and went on to earn her Utility Dog title.  I have been involved in 
training with the San Joaquin Dog Training Club in Lodi, CA since the 
1970’s and still train the Basic Obedience Class for the Club and most 
graduates earn their CGC.  Training with the Club, attending seminars 
and serving as Obedience Chairperson for several clubs has been 
an invaluable experience.  I’ve had several breeds over the years but 
my beloved Australian Terrier rescue Andy (Certificate of Gameness 
prior to AKC Earthdog), CH Ryba’s Beat the Odds, CD, RE, CGC, and CH 
Benayr Take It by Storm RN CGC won my heart for the breed.

When little Trotter entered my life, we started her career in June 2008 
in the breed ring, me thinking I could handle her.  INTERESTING!  To say 
that this was not my area of expertise was an understatement.  Petie 
Schreeder liked to say, “you look like you are heeling your dog and 
doing a Stand for Exam.”  I would answer, “yes, I am.”  Trotter enjoyed 
the breed ring and many of my Australian Terrier friends continued to 
show her.  However, my goal was to earn the ATCA Versatility Award.  
Not having a CH would make this a little bit more challenging as there 
were not as many performance venues as we have now.

We began with Beginner Novice, Rally, and CGC.  My training is based 
on positive reward for my dog and Trotter thrives on rewards.  We also 
jumped into an entirely new sport for me-Agility. Again, the trainers 
emphasized positive training methods and Trotter eared her NAP and 
NJP.  We also took a session of Nose Work classes (prior to AKC Scent 
Work). At the same time a friend was coming to my home to train her 
Tracking Dog for TDX.  Trotter and I were invited to be a part of a week-
ly tracking group.  This was a dream come true.  The trainer and several 
other people were AKC Tracking Judges.  Nose work was discontinued 
so that we could devote the time needed for tracking.

CH Tera K’s Too Hot to Trott  VCD1 BN RE CGC
       by Thalia Rott
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A title is earned after five (5) qualifying jumps. Titles include: Dock 
Novice (DN), Dock Junior (DJ), Dock Senior (DS), Dock Master (DM), 
and Dock Elite (DE).

You may also continue and receive an advanced title in each of these 
divisions with an additional 25 qualifying jumps and an elite title with 
25 more qualifying jumps. 

The North America Diving Dogs (NADD) has many jumping and air 
retrieval (AR) events around the country. They also have a mobile 
dock and pool that travels to different event locations. Titles earned 
through NADD are recognized by The American Kennel Club.

To apply, simply complete the Title Application.  For more information 
about Diving Dogs and getting involved in your local area so your dog 
can be recognized, please visit NADD. There you can learn more about 
Diving Dogs events in your area, diving facilities and more!

Fast forward to Spring 2018 and we began dock diving classes again 
in late April, when the weather finally warmed up the outdoor pool 
facility. Banjo resumed right where he left off on the low ramp.  I was 
so excited he was ready to continue. He jumped once off the top dock, 
but after this he just wanted to stand at the end of the dock and bark 
as we threw the toy in. Resist the urge and NEVER . . . EVER throw or 
push your dog into the water. It has to be their idea or you will scare 
them and this will be a BIG setback to your training. Remember this 
MUST BE FUN for them. 

Dock Diving with Banjo
Being outdoor enthusiasts, our family loves to hike, kayak and camp. 
We also love the water, from the shores of Lake Allatoona, GA to the 
ocean in St Augustine, FL. Our first Australian Terrier had loads of en-
ergy and loved our outdoor activities. A year after our first AT passed; 
we were ready for a new one.  

I have to give thanks to Breeder: Kim Floyd/Christina Worley 
Sire: GCHG CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
Dam: GCH CH Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura 
Our new Australian Terrier (Johmanda’s Banjo Dahling, CGC) has an 
abundance of energy and intelligence; realizing, early on, we needed 
to channel this to stay one step ahead of him. 

My daughter, Jacqui Johnson, breeds golden retrievers and she has 
been into dock diving for several years. She talked me into going to 
a NADD (North America Diving Dogs) event last year and we had so 
much fun, we signed up for dock diving classes in August 2017. Banjo 
was only 6 months old and he loved water; however, he was hesitant 
jumping into the pool. We purchased a kiddie pool to help him gain 
confidence in the water.  Slow and steady we played water games 
along with plenty of treats, and by the end of Fall, Banjo was jumping 
off the low ramp. 

Dock Diving is a fast growing sport. It is relatively simple. You need 
a dog, a toy (they are crazy about) and a dock. The dock is an above 
ground pool with a platform (dock) about 40’ long so the dog may 
run and jump into the water chasing after their toy, retrieve the toy, 
and a ramp which allows them to exit the water.  Some dogs pick it up 
quicker than others.  It’s a team sport with your dog and the objective 
is to have FUN!

The goal of Dock Diving is to have your dog jump as far out into the 
water as they can. Their distance is measured (visually) from the base 
of the dog’s tail, where they enter the water.  There are two different 
classes: Open Class: dogs over 16” and Lap Class: dogs under 16.”  This 
is measured from their withers.  Since AT’s are Lap Class, I’ll explain this 
further. The Divisions in Lap Class break down to:

Novice Division - 0’1” to 4’11”
Junior Division - 5’0” to 8’11”
Senior Division - 9’0” to 12’11”
Master Division - 13’0” to 17’11”
Elite Division - 18’0” and above

by Jan Dahling
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Two weeks later, on a hot and humid Friday evening in June, we went 
to watch our teachers as they were entered into the Air Retrieval (AR) 
event on a Friday in June, two weeks later. Before the event began 
the event was allowing any teams (owners and their dog) to practice 
or see if they were interested. Banjo jumped off the dock with extra 
excitement. We went to see the administrator, of the event, to ask if 
they had any jumping spots available for the weekend as they were 
full online. Yes - there was one jump spot available on Saturday and 
four available on Sunday!  

Banjo was flying high at the NADD/AKC Dock Diving - Firecracker 
2018 - event held at the Chestnut Hill’s Canine Sports, in Alpharetta, 
GA, qualifying on all five (5) of his jumps!  By jumping all five jumps 
over 9’ (he averaged 9’-8”) this placed him in the Senior Division of Lap 
Dogs.  His personal best of the weekend was 10’-3!”  Banjo received his 
DS (Dock Senior) Title and we are current awaiting AKC acknowledge-
ment. 

We are looking forward to qualifying for the Nationals, which will be 
held in Orlando along with other AKC events, in December. We are 
excited to hear there are several other Australian Terriers, in training 
to jump.  In the future we hope to see more Australian Terriers on the 
docks!  

For more information on ways to qualify and earn an invite to the 
NADD Nationals see the following link: 
www.northamericadivingdogs.com

Resources:
North America Diving Dogs website
www.northamericadivingdogs.com
The American Kennel Club website:
www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/dock-diving

Photo credits:
Connie Fore - T & C Pet Photograph

We decided to rent the pool for an hour and brought in Jacqui’s 
golden retrievers one June afternoon. The Golden’s did magic as they 
love dock diving and the water. We just kept throwing the toys in and 
Banjo was so caught up in the excitement he jumped off the dock 
without hesitating! There was so much praise and treats as he exited 
the pool. He “got it!”  We closed off the Golden’s to the lower dock and 
threw a toy in the pool and Banjo, thinking the Golden’s were going 
after the toy, raced off the dock to retrieve it. His first solo jump! 

Banjo, at a standing jump, can reach 48+” high.  We had to teach Banjo 
to jump out instead of up.  This was an easy game to dangle a toy and 
he would run and jump catching the toy as I let it drop.  Banjo has 
such strong back leg muscles; he was jumping over 6’6” from a stand 
still at the edge of the dock.  Our next goal was to have him run and 
jump off the dock without hesitation. This is where his love of his ten-
nis ball toy comes into play. We tried all sorts of toys, elongated toys, 
toys with ropes, even some very expensive toys.  Then we tried just his 
tennis ball . . . that was it! No hesitation and he would be so excited 
exiting the pool we could get him to go again, right away. 
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How can an owner tell when his canine or feline companion has 
incurred body water loss that can manifest as health problems? What 
measures can owners take in preventing their pets from becoming 
dehydrated?

As a veterinarian practicing in warm and sunny Southern California, I 
know the important role hydration plays in promoting my patients’s 
best health. Water makes up 70-80% of a dog body mass, so it’s a cru-
cial nutrient to maintain normal cellular function. A loss of only 10% of 
the total body fluids can cause serious illness.

Symptoms of Dehydration

Dehydration is a diagnosis that is often seen in conjunction with 
other ailments, including kidney and liver disease, infections, immune 
system disorders, cancer, and more. There are many clinical signs of 
dehydration in pets, including: 

Lethargy. Less water available to help cells normally function leads to 
a pet acting more fatigued and having exercise intolerance.

Decreased Appetite. Dehydration causes reduced blood flow to the 
digestive tract, therefore less involuntary muscular contraction occurs 
in the stomach and intestine. With the slowing of the digestive tract, 
there’s an associated reduced interest in eating.

Fewer Trips To The Bathroom. Less water being consumed or more 
water being lost reduces urine and fecal volume and frequency, as 
moisture is being preserved to help the body to continue to function.

Water-Seeking Behavior. Dehydration will cause your pet to seek wa-
ter from both familiar and unfamiliar places, which could harbor toxins, 
infectious organisms, or other potentially dangerous substances.

Sticky, Pale Gums. When evaluating a pet’s oral mucous membranes 
(gums), the normal appearance should be vibrant pink and moist. 
When dehydration occurs, gums become tacky (sticky). Additionally, 
when the gums are firmly pressed to push out blood, the capillary refill 
time (CRT, or time it takes for blood to refill tissue) is delayed. Normal 
CRT= 1-2 seconds. Delayed CRT is two seconds or longer.

Less Skin Flexibility. Our pets’ skin should be soft and pliable, but 
when enough body of water is lost, skin becomes more rigid. This is 
called increased skin turgor, which manifests as a lack of ability for 
skin to retain its normal shape. The area between the shoulder blades 
(“scruff” or nape of the neck) is a common place when this phenomena 
can be seen in a dehydrated pet.

Elevated Heart Rate And Breathing Rate. When a pet is dehydrated, 
the blood becomes thicker and doesn’t efficiently flow around the 
body. As a result, the heart contracts more quickly in effort to deliver 
nutrients and oxygen and remove metabolic wastes from body tissues. 
Respiratory rate also increases in attempt to bring more oxygen into 
the body. Normal heart rate is 70 - 160 beats per minute for most dogs 
(smaller dogs have faster heart rates) and 160 - 240 beats per minute 
for cats. Normal respiratory rate is 10 - 30 breaths per minute for most 
dogs (smaller dogs typically breathe faster).

Reduced Body Temperature. Deficient body water also causes blood 
to have reduced flow to the colon/rectum and ears, which are the two 
most common places where dogs ave their temperatures taken. Nor-
mal body temperature for dogs is between 100-102.5 F. Body tempera-
ture below 100 F can indicate dehydration in some pets.

How Can I Help My Pets Stay Hydrated?

Be aware of your pet’s daily hydration needs. The average healthy dog 
or cat needs 1 ounce of water per pound of body weight every day. 

Provide a clean, fresh, room-temperature water source with the same 
level of purity that you drink. Why would you consider letting your pet 
consume water you wouldn’t consume yourself?

Prevent your pet’s access to water sources potentially having micro-
organisms or toxins capable of causing mild to severe illness. Puddles, 
communal water bowls (dog park, daycare, etc.), still bodies of water, 
and Christmas tree containers should be avoided.

Feed your pet a moist diet. Human-grade diets like home-prepared 
or commercially available rehydrated options should be chosen over 
canned options containing moistening agents (carageenan, propyl-
ene glycol, etc.). Most canned foods are closer to the format in which 
nature intends food to consumed as compared to dry foods (kibble), 
so feeding canned over kibble is my suggestion if home-prepared or 
rehydrated commercial options are not available.

Minimize your pet’s time spent exposed to extreme heat and sun. 
Seeking shade and cool will reduce the volume of body water that 
evaporates from the respiratory tract (lungs, trachea, etc.), paw pads, 
skin, and other body parts.

As water is such a vital component of all cells and an essential nutrient 
for life, it’s crucial that all had owners take everyday measures to pro-
mote hydration and prevent dehydration.

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
petsafe.com

Pawsitive Tips
How to Keep Your Pet Healthy & Hydrated

By Patrick Mahaney
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I believe, and many will agree, socialization starts at birth. I handle my 
puppies as soon as they are born to document sex and birth weight. 
As per Puppy Culture and other experts, my puppies are introduced to 
noises, new challenges, and as many visitors as I can get to stop by the 
house during their first 12 weeks. However, I think my favorite part of 
socialization starts when they are around 8 weeks old, after their first 
shot, when I get them out into the world to meet people away from 
my home. The car rides take a little getting used to for some of the 
puppies, but oh how they respond to the sights and sounds of new 
places! 

While pet supply stores are the first place many people take their 
puppies and dogs, I like to go to home improvement stores. There are 
fewer dogs, so my puppies tend to get more attention from random 
people. I put the puppies on a towel in a shopping cart and push them 
around the store. This keeps them off the floor and allows them to see 
more. It also allows them to greet people of all types, wearing all types 
of clothing, without being hovered over, which can be intimidating. 
The puppies quickly get to the point where they are welcoming to 
each and every person they see. They, however, are not the only ones 
that benefit from the interaction. Many people, while they recognize a 
terrier, have never met an Australian Terrier. This is where socialization 
meets breed awareness. 

Most people are first attracted to the “cute fuzzy face” in the basket 
and are surprised that the puppies are not jumping around in the 
basket trying to gain attention (due to the demanding skill learned 
through Puppy Culture). The puppies typically sit or stand with their 
feet on the top of the basket and look at each person we pass. If the 
person makes eye contact with a puppy, that puppy will start wagging 
their tail in invitation. The person is then hooked and will stop to give 
the puppies attention. Almost all will ask, “What kind of dog (terrier) 
are they?” Some people will guess other terrier breeds but are sure 
they are wrong even as they guess. We then talk about the Australian 
Terrier, and I share pictures of some of my adults. We talk about what 
the Aussie was bred for and what its distinguishing characteristics are.

Many people are very surprised by how well behaved and responsive 
the puppies are. They love that they are already sitting on command 
(I give the person treats to give to the puppies but ask them to make 
the puppies sit before giving it to the them). Many people comment 
on how SMART and BEAUTIFUL the puppies are. As the breeder I am 
biased, but I tell them that they are typical Aussies. These people then 
walk away after a very positive experience with Australian Terriers. This 
is great, as the more people who meet and recognize an Australian 
Terrier, the more sustainable our breed becomes.

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
August 2018 Issue

Socialization for Breed Awareness
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Dogs and Rats: A History

Dogs and rats have a long shared history. A number of dog breeds 
mostly terriers were originally created to be vermin hunters. Of those, 
there was a subset of dogs who were bred to “go to ground” (go 
underground) and eliminate or pull prey from their dens. These tradi-
tional go-to-ground breeds included Jack and Parson Russell Terriers, 
Cairn Terriers, Border Terriers, Dachshunds, and many others. Because 
they had to go into animal burrows, these dogs were necessarily small.
At the same time, other breeds and mixes of dogs were being used 
extensively above ground to eradicate vermin. Wild rats did, and do, 
spread disease (including plague and leptospirosis) and cause damage 
to homes. 

They also infest farms and grain crops. Above ground, ratting dogs 
could be almost any size, but most were medium to small and very 
quick. Rat catchers would go from town to town (and farm to farm) 
with packs of dogs and sell their services ridding the area of rats. Dogs 
also were used in the trenches in World War I to help control trench 
rats, which were a real danger to troops. 

Today dogs are still used to help farmers rid their crop stores and 
barns of rats. There’s even a group of dedicated volunteers who patrol 
the alleys of New York City. Using dogs to deal with rat infestations is 
quick, humane, and avoids putting toxins and poisons into the envi-
ronment. Purebred dogs created specially for above-ground vermin 
eradication include (among others) Rat Terriers, Miniature Pinschers, 
German Pinschers, Standard Schnauzers, and Manchester Terriers. 
Other breeds, such as Australian Shepherds, were expected to handle 
vermin eradication as part of their all-around farm dog tasks.

A New Sport Is Born

Barn hunt was invented as a sport because of one single dog. Founder 
Robin Nuttall had been part of the dog world for over years when she 
got her first Miniature Pinscher, named Zipper. Because her first breed, 
Doberman Pinschers, had a strong history of being tested for work-
ing ability as an important part of breeding decisions, Robin became 
curious about what the Min Pin was bred for. Robin found out that Min 
Pins were bred to hunt mice and rats, probably mostly in the home. 
But Min Pins were not accepted into Earthdog (the AKC test of the
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History adapted from barnhunt.com
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natural ratting abilities of particular breeds). Robin started working on 
trying to get them accepted and ran into some roadblocks and frustra-
tion. And she started practicing with Zipper, who immediately showed 
he had a very strong instinct to do what his breed was meant to do.

Robin knew that there were informal “barn hunt” type fun events 
happening at various Earthdog venues across the U.S., but those were 
mostly only open to Earthdog breeds. They were also few in number 
and hard to find. So Robin decided to write a set of rules for a dog 
sport. And though the sport was created for, and has as its core prin-
ciple, the real work of vermin hunting dogs, the sport welcomes dogs 
of any size, breed, or mix who can fit through an 18-inch-wide hay 
bale–height tunnel. The idea for the sport came about in 2012, and 
the first event was held about a year later, in April 2013. 

The Sport

As Robin describes it, barn hunt is “a sport that tests the dog’s instinc-
tive hunting skills to find vermin in a barn or barn-like setting.” More 
specially, barn hunt involves asking the dog to search for a tube that 
contains a live rat, which has been hidden in an area arranged with a 
number of hay bales. The first step most participants complete is an 
instinct test, where the dog is presented with three tubes out in the 
open: One is empty or “blank,” one has rat litter, and one contains a 
live rat. The dog needs to find and indicate to his handler which tube 
contains the live rat within one minute. This is a pass/fail test, and it 
serves as a good initial indication for handlers that their dog has the 
instinct for the sport. It is not required that dogs pass the instinct test 
before entering a trial at the novice level.

There is no special alert or indication behavior required at any level 
of the sport. As Robin says, “The key thing about the sport is that it 
is all about owner communication with the dog. The owner needs 
to be able to understand what the dog is trying to tell her, and then 
communicate that to the judge.” In other words, the handler must 
simply read the dog’s body language and convey to the judge which is 
the correct tube (at the instinct level) or where the tube is located (at 
novice levels and higher). 

Beginning dogs will enter a trial at the novice level, with or without 
passing the instinct test. The novice course has three tubes hidden 
among hay bales. One is blank, one contains rat litter, and one con-
tains a live rat. The dog must indicate which tube contains the live rat, 
as well as navigating certain course obstacles (climbing on a hay bale 
and passing through a tunnel made of hay bales) within a two-minute 
window. Three qualifying novice runs will  grant the dog a novice title. 

The higher levels of competition — open, senior, and master — in-
volve more tubes (where the dog must find all tubes containing a live 
rat) and more challenging obstacles (such as tunnels with turns in 
them). As the difficulty level increases, the allotted time also increases. 
At the master level, there are between one and have tubes that con-
tain live rats, and the handler must tell the judge when the dog has 
found all of these tubes without knowing in advance how many there 
are. Titles are awarded when dogs have successfully completed the 
requisite number of legs. 

Who Can Compete?

As mentioned above, barn hunt is open to dogs of all breeds and 
mixes, age 6 months and older. Certain breeds, such as those men-
tioned above who were bred for this work, have shown a particular 
aptitude for the sport. But Robin is quick to note that any breed can 
excel at the sport. As she says, “It really relies on the hunting instinct 
of the dog, rather than prey drive,” because the rats are enclosed in a 
tube, and therefore not moving. For this reason, she notes that Sport-
ing dogs are often naturally gifted at barn hunt. In addition, she has 
seen Bernese Mountain Dogs, Great Danes, and Mastiffs do quite well, 
despite the fact that the tunnel they must navigate is quite small, and 
at higher levels includes several turns. 

Dogs with physical limitations such as deafness or missing limbs 
are welcomed to the sport. For safety reasons, blind dogs may not 
participate, since there is a danger of them falling during the climb 
portion of the test. Although there is no dog-dog interaction during 
a barn hunt event, and dogs navigate the course one at a time, dogs 
often need to stand in somewhat close proximity to each other while 
waiting for their turn on the course. Therefore, barn hunt may not be 
an ideal choice for dogs with reactivity issues. There are also few, if 
any, limitations on the human participants. The area between the start 
gate and the start box (where the dog is released) is required to be 
wheelchair accessible, although there may be particular portions of 
the search area that are not accessible. There is no lower age limit for 
handlers, so long as the person doing the handling can adequately 
control the dog prior to the release into the test area. 
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What Trainers Need 

Trainers who want to offer barn hunt classes will need a few items, 
namely hay bales, rats, and rat tubes. The hay bales are easy to acquire. 
The rats require a bit more effort (see below) but once they are se-
lected and acclimated to the job, they can be a welcome addition to 
the family. 

Specifications for tubes are available from the Barn Hunt Association 
website, barnhunt.com. Perhaps surprisingly, a barn is not a require-
ment! In fact, many trials take place in non-barn structures (indoors or 
outdoors) with hay bales set up for the purpose of the trial. The only 
requirement for the training space is that there is enough room to 
set up a regulation-sized search area, and that it be securely fenced 
or otherwise enclosed, since dogs search off-leash, with no collars (to 
avoid getting caught on hay bales or other structures in the search 
area). The most important first step for a trainer interested in offering 
barn hunt classes is to get involved in the sport themselves!

How Do Handlers Practice?

Most people who compete in barn hunt do not have access to their 
own barns, and many do not have appropriately acclimated rats avail-
able to work with either. While instructors will vary in what they ask 
their students to work on between classes, it is common to have han-
dlers work generally on their dogs’ search skills between classes, or to 
practice things like eliminating on cue (to avoid marking or eliminat-
ing in the search area during trials, which is not allowed). While some 
handlers might be tempted to practice with their dogs using rat scent, 
Robin strongly discourages this, since a key component of the sport is 
the dog’s ability to discriminate between rat litter and an actual rat. 
Many dogs end up picking up rat-detection skills quite quickly, so un-
like some other dog sports, it isn’t necessary to practice every day, or 
work for many months before entering a trial. Some dogs show up to a 
trial having never taken a class before and are able to pass the instinct 
test right away. Dogs are allowed to complete their instinct test and a 
novice run at the same trial, and there are no prerequisites to entering 
a trial at this introductory level. 

Let’s Talk About These Rats

The key players in barn hunt are, obviously, the rats that the dogs are 
searching for. Any animal-loving observer might wonder how they 
feel about being stuck in a tube that is then hidden in a hay bale, only 
to have an enthusiastic predator appear through the holes. It sounds 
stressful. Robin takes the safety and wellbeing of the rats used in the 
sport incredibly seriously. No one involved in the sport will tolerate 
abuse or mistreatment of rats. As Robin says, “Whenever we ask an 
animal to do something for us for sport, we have an absolute obliga-
tion to treat that animal well.”

Domestic rats of all sorts may be used in the sport. Bred to either 
be pets or reptile food, they are generally calm and easily become 
accustomed to people and dogs. Many seem to like their work; they 
are drawn to their containment tubes and often jump right in. During 
a practice session or trial, they get lots of breaks. Some don’t want to 
come out of the tube at all, since rats enjoy small, dark spaces, and 
those used in the sport have strong positive associations with their 
tubes from being rewarded for entering and exiting them. If rats ever 
show reluctance to get into the tube, they will not be used. The tubes 
are designed to be large enough that it would be very difficult for a 
dog to get his mouth around them, in order to prevent the dog from 
dislodging the tube from the hay bale and running off with it. During 
a trial, there are dedicated rat wranglers whose only job is to ensure 
that the rats are safe and comfortable. There are strict rules about 
how to handle the tubes inside and outside of the ring, and limits to 
how long a rat can be used before getting a break. Many people who 
get involved with barn hunt end up acquiring rats of their own. These 
animals are cared for and trained just like the dog is, and they live as 
beloved pets when they aren’t working during a practice or trial. Often 
these rats will be seen happily interacting with the family dog. 

Popularity

Barn hunt is quickly growing in popularity. There were 12,713 dogs 
registered as of the day that Robin spoke to us in late April of 2015. 
She noted that there are 20 to 25 new registrations per day. Barn hunt 
events are also on the rise, with 247 upcoming events scheduled as of 
the time that we spoke. Barn hunt events currently take place in the 
U.S. and Canada, and Robin has had inquiries from interested partici-
pants overseas. She is exploring how best to spread the sport to those 
people, without spreading her own resources too thin. 

Join Us!

If you want to let your dog try his hand at barn hunt, there are a num-
ber of online resources available. The Barn Hunt Association website is 
at www.barnhunt.com

There are numerous barn hunt videos on YouTube, although these are 
not vetted by the Barn Hunt Association. 

The best way to find out if barn hunt is right for you is to find an up-
coming event nearby and go check it out!
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How To Teach Your Puppy To Love The Crate

The most important part 
of crate training is making 
sure your puppy always 
associates it with a positive 
experience.

Start by lining it with 
blankets and place a few 
toys inside to make it cozy. 
You can also cover it with 
a lightweight blanket to 
mimic a “den” environ-
ment. Make sure it is still 
ventilated and not too hot 
if you do this.

Bring your puppy to the 
crate for naps and quiet-
time breaks so that he 
can “unwind” from family 
chaos. Start in increments 

of 10 minutes and work up to longer periods. Offer treats when he 
goes inside, and distraction toys, like a stuffed KONG. For years, this 
author has been giving her Yorkie a treat every day as soon as he goes 
into his crate and sits. Now as an adult dog, he runs to his crate each 
morning in anticipation of the goodie.

Every time you take the puppy out of the crate, take him for a walk so 
he can eliminate. He’ll get used to the idea that potty time comes after 
crate time. Remember to praise him after he goes to the bathroom 
outside.

It’s also helpful to keep puppies in the crate overnight. They may cry 
the first night or two—in most cases, they are simply adjusting to 
home without their mom and littermates. Most puppies should be 
able to sleep through the night without a potty break by 4 months of 
age, but if you’re in doubt, take him outside.

What Not To Do When Crate Training Your Puppy

Never leave a puppy in his crate all day; he needs several bathroom 
breaks, as well as play and feeding times. Even though he won’t want 
to soil his sleeping area, if he is in there for extremely long stretches, 
he just might. (He can’t help it!) And if he does, it is because his owner 
has neglected his responsibility, not because the dog has misbehaved.

Never use the crate as punishment. Your dog should see his “room” as 
a place where only happy, peaceful things happen.

Never lose your patience. Learning takes time. If you follow the above 
advice and are consistent, your puppy will learn to love his crate for 
years to come.

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
akc.org

Left to their own devices, young puppies can get in a lot of trouble, 
from soiling the carpet to chewing your favorite pair of shoes. That’s 
why it’s important to start training early and keep a close eye on them, 
especially when they’re still learning what’s expected of them. And the 
best way to do that is to crate train.

Why Crate Train Your Puppy

First of all, understand that crate training is not cruel. In spite of what 
some people may have told you, breeders and veterinarians recom-
mend using a crate for your dog from a young age.

For thousands of years, dogs in the wild have sought out small “dens,” 
where they can feel safe and sheltered while resting, caring for pup-
pies, or recovering from an injury or illness. Giving your puppy his own 
personal bedroom can help him feel more secure.

This method is also extremely effective for house training while you’re 
not keeping a hawk eye on them—dogs won’t want to soil their bed, 
but will have little issue with sneaking into another room of the house 
to go if they’re not yet fully trained.

Finally, crate training can help prevent anxiety. For puppies, oversee-
ing a big house when no one is with them can be overwhelming. 
When they feel like they have a smaller place they need to “protect,” it’s 
much more manageable. 

Choosing The Best Dog Crate

So now that we’ve sold you on crate training, here’s how to get started:

Choose a well-ventilated crate that is large enough for your puppy 
to stand up, lie down, and turn around. Remember that your puppy’s 
crate will have to grow as he does, so purchase a crate that is appropri-
ate for your dog’s expected full-grown size, and use a divider to make 
the crate smaller for the time being. Many crates available at pet-sup-
ply stores include dividers.

Why size matters: A crate that’s too small will be uncomfortable for 
your dog, but a crate that’s too large may give your dog the space 
he needs to have an accident without it ruining his bedding. This 
behavior might encourage future accidents in the crate and around 
the home.

How to Crate Train A Puppy
By Liz Donovan
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  A BlastFrom
           A complete history of National Specialty winners

  The Past
1999 - CH Wild West Wheeler Dealer
2000 - CH Aka Inu Zu’s Petl T-the Metal 
2001 - CH Wismiss Aka Inu Figaro
2002 - CH Harringstons Teddy Bear
2003 - CH Ryba’s Tom Foolery 
2004 - CH Redwing Court Jester 
2005 - CH Redwing Court Jester 
2006 - CH Benayr Nessum Dorma 
2007 - CH Benayr I Believe In Love Alphie 
2008 - CH Black Back Firefly
2009 - CH Benayr I Believe In Love Alphie 
2010 - GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon 
2011 - GCH CH Lodiah’s Red Hawk
2012 - GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington 
2013 - GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc 
2014 - GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies 
2015 - GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
2016 - GCH CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo 
2017 - GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
2018 - GCHG CH Temora Say It With Bacon

1962 - CH Seven Oaks True Story 
1963 - CH Pinedale’s Tambo 
1964 - CH Seven Oaks Silver Lining 
1964 - CH Seven Oaks Silver Lining 
1965 - CH Thornoak’s Bonzer 
1965 - CH Thornoak’s Swagman
1966 - Tinee Town Tell Tale
1966 - Tinee Town Tell Tale
1967 - CH Tinee Town Tell Tale
1967 - Thornoaks Rhea 
1968 - Koriella’s Robinson 
1968 - CH Armac Duke Of Hammersley 
1969 -  Taggalong Tip Toes
1969 - CH Thornoak’s Sam Spade
1970 - CH Taggalong Tip Toes
1970 -  Moomba Butch
1971 - CH Taralee Sekelutu
1971 - CH Regency Big Ben Bullen 
1972 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac 
1972 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1973 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1973 - CH Taggalong Pleasant Talk
1974 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1974 - CH Regency Red Comrade 
1975 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1975 - CH Tammikin’s Red Boy Boy
1976 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1976 - CH Tinee Town Talkbac
1977 - CH Sprite Lea Nevil K Knockland 
1977 - Terrimae’s Busy
1978 - CH Jeralens Christopher Tobin 
1978 - CH Sprite Lea Rajah Dhaja 
1979 - CH Jeralens Christopher Tobin 
1979 - CH Landlyn’s Death Bredon 
1980 - CH Sprite Lea Chadwick 
1980 - CH Pleasant Pastures Ma’s Jubilee 
1981 - CH Roachan’s Fire N’ Ice 
1981 - CH Samabel Sir Oliver 
1982 - Austwyn Optimum 
1982 - CH Regency My Gracious
1983 - CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack
1983 - CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack 
1984 - CH Sprite Lea Kendrick 
1984 - CH Crestwoods Jackson 
1985 - CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack 
1986 - CH Crestwoods Jackson 
1987 - CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack 
1988 - CH Halice Ryba’s Carefree Kate 
1989 - CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack
1990 - CH Crestwoods Fair Dinkum Dandy 
1991 - CH Crestwoods Jackson 
1992 - CH Tasmanian Terror Wind Walker 
1993 - CH Crestwoods Crown Jewel 
1994 - CH Bearsteps Whirlwind Romance 
1995 - CH Eager April Thunder
1996 - CH Bearsteps Urulu Rocka Tekoah 
1997 - CH Awesome Fleetwood Mac
1998 - CH Benayr Reckless
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For all the discussion and advice written about terriers skunked under-
ground, almost no one talks about the most common emergency, and 
how to address it.

That problem is lack of oxygen.

This is not a small point. Despite what has been written, most under-
ground skunk sprayings do not end in tragedy -- they end in stink. 
The ones that end in tragedy most often end in immediate respiratory 
failure.

First, a little background. If a dog is skunked underground, most dogs 
will manage to get out of the hole on their own, and most will do fine 
afterwards.

Only a small percentage of dogs that are skunked underground 
express evidence of skunk toxic shock two or three days after the event. 
These dogs are animals whose kidneys are having trouble pushing the 
toxin out of their system, and there is some indication that this prob-
lem has a genetic component, as it seems to run in some terrier lines.

An underground skunking is a serious thing. But -- and this point is too 
rarely made -- if your dog dies, it’s most likely to die either under-
ground or right at the hole.

What you do immediately at the 
hole, then, is pretty important. And 
yet, on this issue, there is too often 
silence.

A Quick Review: Most skunked 
dogs die because the dog cannot 
get out of the hole quick enough 
and the dog is overwhelmed by 
skunk spray. Skunk spray is pretty 
toxic stuff, as it contains a mixture 
of thioacetates and thiols (the stuff 
that stinks,) mercaptans, and al-
most pure sulphuric acid (the stuff 
that will burns a dog’s eyes and 
leave blisters on its snout).

Most dogs get out of the ground 
on their own or with help, and 
most dogs recover from an under-
ground skunking provided they 
get out quickly. Time is of the essence, however, and a dog can lapse 
into a comma after only a few minutes if it is unable to exit a tight 
earth.

If your dog is able to exit the ground quickly and on its own, you are 
likely to be in good shape. Skunk spray does not kill except under-
ground, and though a dog may get chemical burning of the outer 
layers of the cornea, application of Mycitracin eye ointment, a running 
dose of antibiotics like cephalexin, and a week’s rest away from the 
other dogs, will probably put everything right.

No dog has ever been rendered permanently blind by skunk spray 
alone, and all a vet will do is stain the eye a lot and bill you for the 
trouble. Staining a cornea does not promote healing -- it generally 
delays it. If you focus on preventing infection, the eye will take care of 
itself.

If your dog is pulled limp from the ground, and it is not breathing, your 
problems are very serious, and immediate action is required. What has 
happened is obvious -- your dog has succumbed to the skunk fumes 
and passed out. In fact, the dog may have more than passed out -- it 
may have suffocated due to the lack of oxygen in the sette.

If your dog has emerged or you have pulled it from the ground but 
has pale gums or seems to be in shock, rush it to a vet and make sure 
your dog is seen immediately. Explain that the problem is MORE than 
stink: skunk-related shock and anemia can kill a dog.

The best course of therapy is to fully hydrate the dog (an IV may be 
needed) to speed the flushing of toxins, as well as to dose the dog 
with Acetycistein (sold as Mucomyst, Fluimucil, Mucolator, or Tixair).

Acetycistein seems to help on a couple of levels -- it helps the dog 
cough mucous out of the lungs, it strengthens blood cells and the 
vascular system in general, and it helps prevent reduction in renal 
function -- a big issue with skunk toxic shock syndrome. 
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Skunks: 
When You May Need to Breathe for Two 

by Terrierman’s Daily Dose  

One way to avoid skunks is to sniff dens before you 
put your dog into them and look for their tracks but 

in truth these precautions rarely work 

Also note: Fox sette will smell “skunky” 
from November-March



If your dog is alert and resistant (a good sign), but not interesting in 
drinking water, try to pour a slug or two of water down its throat. If 
you have an eyewash bottle with you in the field (and you should), use 
this to jet water down the dog’s throat. Go slow -- but load up the dog 
with as much water as you can.

Every 10 minutes, check the color of your dog’s gums. If the gums are 
getting pale or white, that’s a very bad sign -- it means your dog is 
growing rapidly anemic as the skunk toxin chelates and explodes the 
dog’s red blood cells (i.e. Heinz body anemia). You need to get the dog 
to a vet quickly. There are a limited number of things a vet can do, but 
here is the general protocol:

•	 The dog needs to be fully hydrated. That means a simple IV with a 
bag of lactated ringers solution. Putting an IV on a dog is not dif-
ficult -- a hydrating IV can be administered subcutaneous and in 
the field. In fact, having a lactated ringers kit with you in the field 
is probably a good idea if you dig a lot (gotta order one!). 

•	 Mucomyst (the same medication used to treat cats for Tylenol 
overdose) will help clear toxins from the dog’s system. 

•	 An oxygen tent may be needed in extreme cases.

Even if your dog recovers, he or she may be in trouble. Skunk spray 
explodes red blood cells, and can cause serious persistent anemia in 
your dog. Check your dog’s gums regularly for at least a two or three 
hours after being sprayed. If the dog’s gums become very pale (almost 
white), rush your dog to a vet. 

A final note: most veterinarians know nothing about skunks, skunk 
toxic shock or bite wounds. What this means is that if you are work-
ing your terriers a lot, both you and your dogs will be better off if you 
learn to do basic veterinary care yourself.

In your vehicle, you should have a well-thought out veterinary box 
with antibiotics and VetBond (or SuperGlue), ProvIodine, triple-anti-
biotic ointment, a space blanket, a large irrigation syringe, an extra 
gallon of distilled water, a razor blade for trimming away fur, a canine 
nail cutter, gauze, tape, Mycitracin eye ointment, benadryl (for yel-
lowjacket and copperhead snake bites), and a muzzle. My vet kit also 
includes a hypodermic set, a Percocet-5 (with dosage notes), a rectal 
thermometer (added after a black widow Spider run-in), a veterinary 
stapler, quick stop styptic powder, and a small bottle of epinephrine 
(with dosage notes). In the field I always have several small squirt 
bottles with distilled water in them -- useful to wash out an eye, ir-
rigate a wound, or administer oral hydration to a skunked dog.

Working a terrier is not risk-free for the dog. Of course, neither is the 
drive to the farm or a dog show. All things have risks. That said, your 
job -- as owner -- is to reduce those risks as much as possible. That 
means having a pretty complete vet box with you in the field as well 
as a credit card, a cell phone, and the number of a near-by vet.

Above all, however, it means reading, researching and committing to 
memory some basic knowledge to avoid mistakes. One of those bits of 
basic knowledge is how to administer canine respiratory assistance.

As for getting rid of skunk stink, well good luck with that! Skunk 
stink lasts and lasts because the thioacetates in skunk spray break 
down into stinky thiols over time, resulting in the stink coming back, 
especially after the dog gets wet. The thiols can only be eliminated by 
repeated application of a soap-and-oxygenater combination, such as 
peroxide and hand soap. No matter what you do, the stink will be with 
you for 30 days.

If your dogs has passed out, or if it has suffocated and stopped breath-
ing, you need to administer immediate mouth-to-snout artificial 
respiration.

Here are the basic steps:

•	 Put the dog on its side on the ground, or cradle it in your arms, 
making sure the neck is straight and there is nothing in the 
mouth or throat obstructing breathing. 

•	 Close the dog’s mouth entirely, with your thumb and top fingers 
holding the snout LIKE A BEER CAN. 
   

•	 Put your entire mouth over the NOSE of the dog, and puff a short 
breath into your dog’s nose through its nostrils. Remember your 
dog is small -- you are not trying to blow up a hot water bottle, 
you are trying to get air into its lungs. 
   

•	 Blow air into the dog’s nose four or five times, and then release 
the snout and massage the chest at the point where the front 
elbows of the dog normally rest against its body. A terrier’s chest 
should compress about a half inch (i.e. about half the width of 
your thumb). 
  

•	 Continue to do mouth-to-nose artificial respiration on your dog 
at a rate of one breath every 3 or 4 seconds (about 15-20 breaths 
per minute), and do a chest massage/compression between 
every third or four breath. 
  

•	 Continue doing mouth-to-snout artificial respiration for at least 
20 minutes past when the dog stopped breathing. 

•	 If the dog starts to breathe on its own, and begins to rally, stop -- 
a dog coming up out of a fog or comma may be very disoriented 
and bite, especially if it cannot see well.

If your dog begins to breathe on its own, that’s obviously a pretty 
good sign. If the dog is able to stand, let it do so. It may vomit, and if it 
does so, that is not a bad thing. If the dog starts to roll around on the 
ground to get the stink off of it, count yourself lucky.

You are not in the clear yet, however. Stake your dog far from the 
hole and in a comfortable location. Your goal right now should be to 
get the dog fully hydrated and urinating. The reason for this is simple 
-- skunk toxin is most easily expressed through the kidneys, and the 
more water you can get into the dog’s system, the more the dog will 
pee and the less likely the kidneys are to shut down.
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Eye Ulcerations

It is probably a myth that skunk spray can cause permanent blind-
ness. When gotten into the eyes the spray often causes temporary 
blindness, and burns like crazy, but there are no documented cases of 
skunk spray causing permanent blindness in a dog.

If you dog does end up with ulcerations of the cornea, crate the dog 
for several days and load it up on antibiotics (cephelaxin is fine). The 
only thing to fear is infection. The important thing is to let the eye rest 
and heal.

After your dog is sprayed, expect your dog to have small blisters and 
ulcers around sensitive areas such as lips and ears -- this is normal and 
will go away. It is caused by the extreme acidity of skunk spray.

Feed and water your dog well and keep warm and rested for at least a 
week after a skunk encounter.

Road flares placed in a skunk den are said to kill the animal, but if your 
dog has just been sprayed and stink is pouring out of the hole you 
may just want to get the hell out of there.

Is there anything else I should be aware of?

In both Canada and the United States, skunks are carriers of rabies 
virus. On an annual basis, approximately 20% of the animals that test 
positive for rabies in the United States are skunks, while in Canada, 
40% are skunks.

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
www.terrierman.com

How can I get rid of skunk odor on my dog?

 “To neutralize the odor associated with skunk spray, you need to 
break down the oils...” 

To neutralize the odor associated with skunk spray, you need to break 
down the oils so that they can be washed off the fur or skin, and you 
need to change the chemical structure of the volatile compounds so 
that they become substances with little to no odor. In spite of the old 
wives’ tale, tomato juice just does not work to do this; it only makes a 
big mess! Nor does vinegar work effectively.

Chemists have developed several commercial products; some of these 
products are more effective than others at neutralizing skunk spray. 
Unfortunately, many encounters between dogs and skunks occur in 
the late evening or middle of the night when stores and veterinary 
clinics are closed, meaning that you can’t go and buy the product 
when you need it. By studying the nature of the secretions, scientists 
have determined what combination of products that are readily avail-
able around the home has the potential to help neutralize skunk odor 
on your dog. Most homemade recipes involve a combination of hydro-
gen peroxide, baking soda, and dish detergent in varying amounts; 

The most common recipe for skunk-odor removal is a hydrogen perox-
ide/baking soda recipe:

•	   1 Quart of 3% Hydrogen Peroxide
•	    1/4 cup of Baking Soda
•	    1 teaspoon of Liquid Dish Soap

Use FRESH Hydrogen Peroxide... H2O2 will eventually turn into water.

The dish detergent breaks down the oil so that it can be washed away, 
while the hydrogen peroxide and baking soda act as oxidizing agents, 
changing the chemical structure of the thiols into odorless sulfonic 
acid compounds. To be effective, the solution must be used while 
‘fresh’, or still bubbling, and must be applied directly to the sprayed 
areas.
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A Broken Heart: 
Risk of heart disease in boutique or 

grain-free diets and exotic ingredients
some of the dogs improving when their diets are changed.  The US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Center for Veterinary Medicine 
and veterinary cardiologists are currently investigating this issue.

Is Diet The Cause?

It’s not yet clear if diet is causing this issue.  The first thought was a 
deficiency of an amino acid called taurine.  DCM used to be one of the 
most common heart diseases in cats but in 1987, it was discovered 
that feline DCM was caused by insufficient taurine in the diet.  It was 
shown that DCM in cats could be reversed with taurine supplementa-
tion, and now all reputable commercial cat foods contain enough 
taurine to prevent the development of this lethal disease.  We still 
occasionally see taurine deficiency-induced DCM in cats but it is usu-
ally when owners are feeding a vegetarian or home-prepared diet, 
supplemental diets, or a diet made by a manufacturer with inadequate 
nutritional expertise or quality control.

In dogs, Golden Retrievers and Cocker Spaniels were found to be at 
risk for DCM caused by taurine deficiency, and one study showed that 
Cocker Spaniels with DCM improved when given taurine supple-
mentation.  Since then, additional studies have shown associations 
between dietary factors and taurine deficiency in dogs, such as lamb, 
rice bran, high fiber diets, and very low protein diets.  And certain 
other breeds were found to be at increased risk for taurine deficiency 
and DCM, including Newfoundlands, St. Bernards, English Setters, Irish 
Wolfhounds, and Portuguese Water Dogs.  The reasons for taurine de-
ficiency in dogs are not completely understood but could be reduced 
production of taurine due to dietary deficiency or reduced bioavail-
ability of taurine or its building blocks, increased losses of taurine in 
the feces, or altered metabolism of taurine in the body.

No matter what the reason, the number of dogs with taurine deficien-
cy and DCM subjectively appeared to decrease since the early 2000’s.  
However, recently, some astute cardiologists noticed higher rates of 
DCM including Golden retrievers and in some atypical dog breeds.  
They also noticed that both the typical and atypical breeds were more 
likely to be eating boutique or grain-free diets, and diets with exotic 
ingredients – kangaroo, lentils, duck, pea, fava bean, buffalo, tapioca, 
salmon, lamb, barley, bison, venison, and chickpeas.  Even some vegan 
diets have been associated.  It has even been seen in dogs eating raw 
or home-prepared diets.

So, is this latest rash of DCM caused by taurine deficiency?  Most of 
these affected dogs were eating boutique, grain-free, or exotic ingre-
dient diets.  Some of the dogs had low taurine levels and improved 
with taurine supplementation.  But even some of those dogs that were 
not taurine deficient improved with taurine supplementation and 
diet change.  Fortunately, cardiologists reported the issue to the FDA 
which is currently investigating this issue.  [Note: Dr. Joshua Stern from 
the University of California Davis is conducting research on taurine 
deficiency and DCM in Golden Retrievers.

Earlier this year, Peanut, a 4-year-old male Beagle/Lab mix was diag-
nosed with a life-threatening heart disease at our hospital.  Peanut 
had been lethargic, not eating well, and occasionally coughing.  The 
veterinary cardiologist seeing him asked what he was eating and 
found that his owner, in a desire to do the best thing for Peanut, was 
feeding a boutique, grain-free diet containing kangaroo and chick-
peas.  Peanut required several medications to treat his heart failure 
but the owner also changed his diet.  And today, now 5 months later, 
Peanut’s heart is nearly normal!

Heart disease is common in our companion animals, affecting 10-15% 
of all dogs and cats, with even higher rates in Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Doberman Pinschers, and Boxer dogs.  Most nutritional 
recommendations focus on treating dogs and cats with heart disease 
and there is much less information on the role of diet in causing heart 
disease.  However, a recent increase in heart disease in dogs eating 
certain types of diets may shed light on the role of diet in causing 
heart disease.  It appears that diet may be increasing dogs’ risk for 
heart disease because owners have fallen victim to the many myths 
and misperceptions about pet food.  If diet proves to be the cause, this 
truly is heart-breaking to me.

In my 20 years as a veterinary nutritionist, I’ve seen vast improvements 
in our knowledge about pet nutrition, in the quality of commercial pet 
foods, and in our pets’ nutritional health (other than the unfortunate 
rise in obesity).  However, in the last few years I’ve seen more cases 
of nutritional deficiencies due to people feeding unconventional 
diets, such as unbalanced home-prepared diets, raw diets, vegetarian 
diets, and boutique commercial pet foods.  The pet food industry is a 
competitive one, with more and more companies joining the market 
every year.  Marketing is a powerful tool for selling pet foods and has 
initiated and expanded fads, that are unsupported by nutritional sci-
ence, including grain-free and exotic ingredient diets.  All this makes it 
difficult for pet owners to know what is truly the best food for their pet 
(as opposed to the one with the loudest or most attractive marketing).  
Because of the thousands of diet choices, the creative and persuasive 
advertising, and the vocal opinions on the internet, pet owners aren’t 
able to know if the diets they’re feeding have nutritional deficiencies 
or toxicities – or could potentially even cause heart disease.

Dilated Cardiomyopathy

Dilated cardiomyopathy or DCM occurs in cats where it is associated 
with a nutritional deficiency.  DCM is a serious disease of the heart 
muscle which causes the heart to beat more weakly and to enlarge.  
DCM can result in abnormal heart rhythms, congestive heart failure (a 
build-up of fluid in the lungs or abdomen), or sudden death.  In dogs, 
it typically occurs in large- and giant-breeds, such as Doberman pin-
schers, Boxers, Irish Wolfhounds, and Great Danes, where it is thought 
to have a genetic component.  Recently, some veterinary cardiologists 
have been reporting increased rates of DCM in dogs – in both the 
typical breeds and in breeds not usually associated with DCM, such as 
Miniature Schnauzers or French Bulldogs.  There is suspicion that the 
disease is associated with eating boutique or grain-free diets, with

by Lisa M. Freeman, DVM, PhD, DACVN
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It’s Not So Simple

Currently, it seems that there may be two separate problems occurring 
– one related to taurine deficiency and a separate and yet unknown 
problem (with a third group of dogs likely having DCM completely un-
related to diet).  Identifying the potential dietary factors contributing 
to DCM in the non-taurine deficient dogs is more difficult, but the FDA 
and cardiologists are hard at work trying to solve it.  What seems to 
be consistent is that it does appear to be more likely to occur in dogs 
eating boutique, grain-free, or exotic ingredient diets.

Exotic Ingredients Are On The Rise

Why are pet owners feeding these exotic ingredients?  I think is it 
primarily because pet owners are falling victim to marketing which 
portrays exotic ingredients as more natural or healthier than typi-
cal ingredients.  There is no truth to this marketing – and there is no 
evidence that these ingredients are any more natural or healthier than 
more typical ingredients.  This is just good marketing that preys on our 
desire to do the best for our pets.

There Is No Proof That Grain-Free Is Better!

Many pet owners have, unfortunately, also bought into the grain-free 
myth.  The fact is that food allergies are very uncommon, so there’s no 
benefit of feeding pet foods containing exotic ingredients.  And while 
grains have been accused on the internet of causing nearly every dis-
ease known to dogs, grains do not contribute to any health problems 
and are used in pet food as a nutritious source of protein, vitamins, 
and minerals.

Exotic Ingredients Are More Difficult To Use

Not only are the more exotic ingredients unnecessary, they also 
require the manufacturer to have much more nutritional expertise to 
be nutritious and healthy. Exotic ingredients have different nutritional 
profiles and different digestibility than typical ingredients, and also 
have the potential to affect the metabolism of other nutrients.  For 
example, the bioavailability and metabolism of taurine is different in a 
lamb-based diet compared to a chicken-based diet or can be affected 
by the amount and types of fiber in the diet.

Small Pet Food Manufacturers Might Be Better At Marketing 
Than At Nutrition And Quality Control

Making high quality, nutritious pet food is not easy!  It’s more than 
using a bunch of tasty-sounding ingredients.  The right nutrients in 
the right proportions have to be in the diet, the effects of processing 
(or not processing) the food need to be considered, and the effects of 
all the other ingredients in the food need to be addressed, in addition 
to ensuring rigorous quality control and extensive testing. Not every 
manufacturer can do this.

How Could Diet Be Increasing The Risk For DCM?

What is the consistent factor between the diets being implicated 
in diet-related DCM?  It may be related to companies’ inadequate 
nutritional expertise or rigorous quality control.  We published a study 
several years ago in which we measured a single nutrient in 90 canned 
cat foods that all claimed to be nutritionally complete and balanced.  
We found that 15% of the diets were deficient in that nutrient (all of 
those diets were made by small companies).  If companies don’t have 
the quality control to ensure all nutrients are at the minimum levels, 
deficiencies could occur and could contribute to DCM.  However, these 
problems could also be related to problems with bioavailability or 

interaction with other ingredients in the diet (especially the more 
exotic ingredients, which are not as well studied or understood).  
And DCM could even be the result of an ingredient in the diet that is 
toxic to the heart.  The FDA is investigating this potential association 
between diet and DCM but, in the meantime, there are some things 
you can do.

What Should You Do?

Reconsider your dog’s diet. If you’re feeding a boutique, grain-free, or 
exotic ingredient diets, I would reassess whether you could change to 
a diet with more typical ingredients made by a company with a long 
track record of producing good quality diets.  And do yourself a favor 
–  stop reading the ingredient list!  Although this is the most common 
way owners select their pets’ food, it is the least reliable way to do 
so.  And be careful about currently available pets’ food rating web-
sites that rank pet foods either on opinion or on based on myths and 
subjective information. It’s important to use more objective criteria 
(e.g., research, nutritional expertise, quality control in judging a pet 
food). The best way to select what is really the best food for your pet 
is to ensure the manufacturer has excellent nutritional expertise and 
rigorous quality control standards 

If you’re feeding your dog a boutique, grain-free, or exotic ingredi-
ent diet, watch for early signs of heart disease – weakness, slowing 
down, less able to exercise, short of breath, coughing, or fainting. Your 
veterinarian will listen for a heart murmur or abnormal heart rhythm 
and may do additional tests (or send you to see a veterinary cardiolo-
gist), such as x-rays, blood tests, electrocardiogram, or ultrasound of 
the heart (echocardiogram).

If your dog is diagnosed with DCM and eating one of these diets, I’d 
recommend the following steps:

•	 Ask your veterinarian to test whole blood and plasma taurine 
levels.

•	 Report it to the FDA. This can be done either online or by tele-
phone. The FDA may be able to help with testing costs for your 
dog. Reporting it will also help us to identify and solve this cur-
rent problem.

•	 Change your dog’s diet to one made by a well-known reputable 
company and containing standard ingredients (e.g., chicken, beef, 
rice, corn, wheat). Changing to a raw or homecooked diet will 
not protect your dog from this issue (and may increase the risk 
for other nutritional deficiencies).  If your dog requires a home-
cooked diet or has other medical conditions that require special 
considerations, be sure to talk to a veterinarian or a veterinary 
nutritionist (acvn.org) before making a dietary change.  You can 
contact the Cummings Nutrition Service to schedule an appoint-
ment (vetnutrition@tufts.edu)

•	 Start taurine supplementation. Your veterinarian or veterinary 
cardiologist can recommend an appropriate dose for your dog.  
Be sure to use a brand of taurine with good quality control.

•	 Any improvements in your dog’s DCM can take 3-6 months. Your 
dog will need regular monitoring and may require heart medica-
tions during this time. There’s no guarantee she’ll improve but is 
certainly worth a try.

•	 Make sure your dog is getting the best combination of medica-
tions to treat his heart disease, as this can make a difference in his 
outcome. 

Reprinted with Permission 2018 
http://vetnutrition.tufts.edu
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Nine Good Reasons Dogs Urine Mark

Urine in dogs has a dual purpose: for emptying the bladder but can 
also be used for communicative means, basically the purpose is trig-
gering a social response in other dogs or other animals. Urine contains 
pheromones which are chemicals meant to deliver different mes-
sages purposely left for a recipient to interpret. This is why dogs are 
so attuned to sniffing areas where other dogs have eliminated. As you 
may have heard, sniffing other dog’s urine is like “reading pee-mail”, 
sending “Tweets” or reading important headlines of what is going on 
the doggy world. Dogs are constantly scanning the environment for 
these messages and are also eager to leave their own. Interestingly, 
dogs don’t analyze these pheromones with their noses, but they have 
an organ purposely built for this task: the vomero-nasal organ, also 
known as Jacobson’s organ, found within their nasal cavity. Following 
are some messages dogs use to convey through urine marking.

“This Is My Territory”

I have seen several livestock guardian dogs engaging in what is called 
“perimeter marking.” These dogs are constantly scanning their territory 
for presence of threats. Who can blame them? These breeds were 
selectively bred to protect their livestock and they have a deep need 
to guard anything, your family, your children, your ducks and even 
the bird feeder-- if need be. According to Livestock Guardian Dogs.org 
“When protecting its livestock, the first line of protection is the scent 
marks left around the perimeter of its yard or field. The next line of 
defense is barking – an announcement that someone big is on duty 
and trespassing might be hazardous.” These territorial pheromones 
left upon marking are meant to mark the perimeter of a perceived 
territory.

Similarly, free-ranging mother dogs are seen scent marking near their 
dens which may suggest an effort to discourage intruders from enter-
ing that area.

“Rover Was Here”

Does your dog coincidentally urinate right by the driveway where 
other dogs live? If so, he may be leaving a little bit of pee-mail for his 
doggy neighbors to sniff when they go on their next walk. You’ll also 
see this form of “tweeting’ when your dog is at the dog park and marks 
around or when your dog marks on vertical items. The choice of verti-
cal items such as lamp posts, fire hydrants or trees is quite common in 
canines for the simple fact that they are at nose level of other dogs. It’s 
sort of like putting a big sign at eye level in stores to attract people.

You may occasionally stumble upon tenacious small dogs who will al-
most do a head stand just to be able to mark on a vertical item to add 
their own little message. What do these messages convey? A whole 
lot! By sniffing marked areas, the recipients learn more about things 
such as the sex, identity and reproductive status of the marker.

Some dogs may also scratch the dirt after the deed. This is almost 
an attempt to add a visual marker to the olfactory one. It’s almost as 
if dogs were putting an arrow as to say “follow this line of scratched 
dirt and at the end of it, yes, urine” explains Ian Dunbar. On top of 
that,consider that there are secreting pheromones found in the glands 
of the dog’s feet, so dogs who scratch are also leaving another olfac-
tory element on top of the urine left. Interestingly, Alexandra Horowitz 
in her book “ Inside of a Dog” reports this behavior being more likely 
on windy days when the message could be more readily waft away. 

“ Female In Heat, Here!”

And then you have the special urine left behind from the famous 
French poodle in estrus. When used to mark, this special urine draws 
male dogs as honey draws bees even from considerable distances. 
What’s in it? According to VCA Animal Hospital “The urine contains 
pheromones and hormones, both of which signal any interested 
males...”For this reason, many encourage owners of intact females not 
to take them on walks while in estrus as this would certainly attack 
many contestants.

by Adrienne Farricelli
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“Life Is So Exciting!”

More commonly known as “excitement urination”, you’ll see this occur 
mostly in puppies and young dogs when they greet people at the 
door, during play time or when they receive attention. Excitement is 
a strong emotion that causes quite powerful physical responses, and 
urination is one of them, especially seen in dogs who haven’t attained 
good bladder control. Luckily, as the pups grow and their ability 
to hold it better increases, the problem fades away and becomes a 
memory of the past.

“Just Didn’t Know What To Do”

At times, urine marking can occur when the dog feels overly aroused 
or overstimulated in some social situations. The marking in this case, 
takes place as a displacement behavior. In this case, the dog may 
mark anything found nearby and this may include people, other dogs 
or anything else. The marking takes often place as if the dog wasn’t 
even aware of it--almost as if his neurons weren’t connecting. You can 
almost see the dog at times react as “ooops!” this urine just came out!”

“I Am Just A Lowly Worm”

Most commonly known as submissive urination, you’ll see this be-
havior occur when the puppy or young dog is a tad bit intimidated 
and is showing appeasement signals of submission such as ears back, 
whining and lip licking. Most likely, the puppy will roll over his back 
and urinate as he exposes the inguinal area. This is quite a vulnerable 
position to assume and it clearly shows that the pup doesn’t come 
in harm. Indeed, Ian Dunbar suggests, the pup is saying “I am lowly 
worm, I respect your higher rank, and I would like to be friends.” This 
behavior can be seen when the pup is approached by other dogs or 
people. It can be triggered by looming over or engaging in other body 
postures the pup finds a bit intimidating or when the pup is scolded. 
The urine emitted by the puppy is also a clear signal of their intent not 
to harm, indeed, other dogs will smell the urine and understand it’s 
just a puppy and perhaps may grant them a puppy license.

Reprinted with permission 2018
Adrienne Farricelli

“She Is Mine!”

This is a bit similar to territorial marking, but more than territory this 
form of marking conveys possession of something other than territory. 
I have seen male dogs mark over the scent of a female as if to declare 
they possess the girl almost as a husband would give a ring to tell 
others that their wife is already “taken”.Pal (2003)conducted some 
research on urine marking and found that male dogs used to engage 
in what he classifies as “Raised Leg Displays” that is, “dry marking” in 
courtship ad perhaps it has a competitive, agonistic function. Bekoff 
seems to agree, since this behavior was mostly seen when another 
dog was present. It’s as if the marking in this case assumes an “owner-
ship function.” Dunbar and Buehler though also hypothesize that the 
marking behavior may also be a way to cover the female’s scent so to 
disguise other contender males throwing them off the scent.

“Coping With A Stressful Situation Here”

And then you have urine marking when a dog is stressed by novelty 
and changes in his environment. Don’t blame Rover for urinating on 
your guest’s luggage or on the bed where he just slept; he’s marking 
from stress in an effort to “make things smell familiar again.” Typically, 
these dogs will not urine mark on vertical objects 
as seen in the “I was here” social media style mark-
ing, but will mark on the new items in question. 
Kleiman (1966) in Behavioral Effects of Domestica-
tion volume 1, discusses how urine marking may 
be used to secure an unfamiliar place or object by 
rendering it familiar with the scent.

“SOS, Distress Call”

The saying “I almost peed my pants” applies to 
dogs as well, I have indeed seen my fair share of 
dogs who urinated when they were frightened 
by something perceived as scary. I have seen this 
form of urination in a Yorkie which the owner told 
me a previous trainer claimed him to be “dominant 
aggressive” towards people entering his home. I 
evaluated this dog, and sooner than later, figured 
out the dog was really acting out of fear as he left 
a dribble of urine when he faced a stranger com-
ing into his home and tried attacking this person 
with barking, lunging and nipping at the heels.



AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

May 2018 to June 2018

May 2018
 

CHAMPION
CH Benayr One More Round 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Susan Bentley
CH Benayr Yes Indeedy 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Susan Bentley
CH Lublu’s Break Of Dawn 
Breeder: June Beckwith
Owner: June Beckwith
CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch 
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Patricia Zupan & Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman 
CH Shastakin Killara’s Flying Eureka! 
Breeder: Zoe Van Wyck De Ropp & Esther Krom 
Owner: Anne McGroarty & Fiona McGroarty & Moira McGroarty 
CH Temora Livin’ La Vida Loca 
Breeder: Julie Seaton 
Owner: Julie Seaton & Vicki McKee & Jennifer Sousa 

GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun 
Breeder: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Owner: Heather Rife

COMPANION DOG
GCHB CH Christhill Coachella CD BN  
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CD BN RE CGC
Breeder:  Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot To Trott VCD-1 BN RE CGC 
Breeder: Darlene Evans & Thalia Rott & Sue Bachman 
Owner: Thalia Rott

RALLY NOVICE 
Temora Lillian Stargazer BN RN 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Heather Owens 
Wismiss Redhawk Soaring High RN 
Breeder: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Owner: Barbera Curtis & Kerrie Bryan

RALLY ADVANCED
GCHB CH Christhill Coachella BN RA 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 

RALLY INTERMEDIATE
GCH CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill BN RI CGC 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 

RALLY EXCELLENT
GCHB CH Christhill Coachella CD BN RE 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Northern Lights Artic Trouble RE NA NAJ ACT2 
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson 
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & James Wilson & Molly Wilson

AGILITY EXCELLENT 
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX CGC 
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Nancy Wentworth

EXCELLENT AGILITY JUMPER 
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX AXJ CGC 
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Nancy Wentworth

MASTER AGILITY EXCELLENT PREFERRED 2 
Benary My Man Winston MXP2 MJP2 MJPB 
Breeder: Susan Bentley 
Owner: Susan Clayton 

COURSING ABILITY EXCELLENT 
GCHS CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAX CGC 
Breeder: Lisa Violette 
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

COURSING ABILITY ADVANCED 
GCH CH Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Till It’s Over 
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman 
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill 

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE NA NAJ ACT2 CGC 
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson 
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN URBAN 
Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CD BN RE CGCA CGCU 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder 
Owner: Cynthia Cooper & Sherry Cooper

ADVANCED CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CD BN RA CGCA 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder 
Owner: Cynthia Cooper & Sherry Cooper
Dunham Lake Brilliant Star Of Nova RA CGCA TKP 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Cynthia Petti 

TRICK DOG NOVICE
GCHS CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAX CGC TKN 
Breeder: Lisa Violette 
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

TRICK DOG INTERMEDIATE
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids CGC TKI 
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

TRICK DOG ADVANCED 
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids CGC TKA 
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen 
GCHG CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC TKA 
Breeder:  Pamela Levy 
Owner: Pamela Levy 

TRICK DOG PERFORMER
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids CGC TKP 
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen 
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June 2018
 

CHAMPION
CH Dunham Lake Head Turner 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
CH Dunham Lake Most Valuable Player 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: S Adler & E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
CH Dunham Lake My Heart Skips A Beat 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & L Goiffon
CH Ryba’s A Night At The Opera 
Breeder: Sue Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Robbie Rybe
CH Sundog Sweet N Sour 
Breeder: Angie Bly
Owner: Angie Bly

GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream 
Breeder: TJ Fenton & D Fenton
Owner: Barbel Post

COMPANION DOG
Firewalker’s Order Of The Phoenix CD RA NAP OJP 
Breeder: Grace Massey & Kim Occhiuti 
Owner: Gaynell Dorrance 

RALLY NOVICE 
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX DCAT RATN CGC TKP 
Breeder: Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

RALLY MASTER 
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX PUTD BN GO VER RM RAE AX OAJ 
MXP AJP NF OFP 
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin

RALLY ADVANCED
Firewalker’s Order Of The Phoenix RA NAP OJP 
Breeder: Grace Massey & Kim Occhiuti 
Owner: Gaynell Dorrance 

RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CD BN RAE CGC
Breeder:  Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

NOVICE AGILITY
Roachan’s Kayi Drifting Snow CD BN RAE NA CGCA TKN 
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Scott McSwain 
Jack RI 
Breeder: 
Owner: Heather Owens

RALLY EXCELLENT
GCHB CH Christhill Coachella CD BN RE 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 

GRADUATE NOVICE
GCHB CH Christhill Coachella CD BN GN RE 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

GRAND CHAMPION SILVER
GCHS CH Christhill General Dwight David 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

GCHS CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA RATN CGC 
Breeder: Sue Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post 

OBEDIENCE MASTER 8 
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX5 OM8 GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton 
Owner: Cindy Burgess

AGILITY FAST NOVICE
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX AXJ NF CGC 
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Nancy Wentworth

MASTER EXCELLENT JUMPER
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN AX MXJ NF 
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache 
Owner: Nancy Tibbett 

BCAT
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RAE CA BCAT CGCA TKN 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver 
Owner: Dana Dean

OPEN AGILITY 
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE OA NAJ ACT2 CGC 
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson 
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson

MASTER AGILITY CHAMPION 6 
MACH6 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS2 MJG2 
Breeder: Heather Rife & Susan Holsinger 
Owner: Nancy Wentworth

DCAT
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX DCAT RATN CGC TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen 

TRICK DOG ELITE PERFORMER
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD PCDX BN RE TKE 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Muriel McMullen 

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Benayr Commander Jamie Archer Bowen CGC 
Breeder: Susan Bentley 
Owner: Susan Bowen

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN URBAN 
Benayr Commander Jamie Archer Bowen CGCU 
Breeder: Susan Bentley 
Owner: Susan Bowen 

DISTINGUISHED THERAPY DOG 
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother THDD CGC 
Breeder: C Sazama & I Weinstock & K Bryan & A Wright 
Owner: E Whittfelt & K Bryan & C Sazama 



Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX OM1 RAE THDA CGCA TKA
Rusty earned his Utility Dog Excellent title July 14th. 

He also earned his Obedience Master 1 title in Feb. 
Owner Patricia Goshorn

Aussie Brags

CH Redhawk Steadfast N’ True 
Trueman won three back-to-back group placements in 

early June at the Club Shows in Dunkirk, NY.   
Thank you to judges  

James Hamm, Group 1  
Jacqueline Stacy, Group 3  

& Terry Stacy, Group 4   
Owned by Karen Drumm

CH  Tera K’s Too Hot to Trot
Trotter earned her Tracking title 

March 11, 2018  
Owned by Thalia Rott

GCH CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes the Sun
Sophie earns her Grand Championship at

 Raritan Valley Specialty 
Owned by Heather Rife, DVM
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Send in Your

Brags!........

We want to know 

what you are doing 

with your Aussie!



AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Ludlu’s Marshamallow Attack
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC TKA
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Araluens Gamblers Delight - Lets Get Lucky
CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
CH Blue Moon And Rybas Anna Babanna
CH Christhill General Dwight David
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN       

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                                January 1, 2018 to July 31, 2018

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC TKA
CH Ludlu’s Marshamallow Attack
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Araluens Gamblers Delight - Lets Get Lucky
CH Samabel Star Spangled Girl
CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Bluquos Night To Remember
CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill BN RI CGC

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10 - 2018)
-Starting from October 14, 2017 up to July 31, 2018

1
2
3
4
4
6
7
8
9
10

CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC TKA
CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya RN BCAT CGC
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
CH Samabel Banjopats Aint Over Till It s Over CAA
CH Rybas Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA RATN CGC
CH Blue Moon And Ryba s Anna Babanna 
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak PCDX BN RM NAP NJP CGCA CGCU TKP
CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2
3
4

MACH ABQ Kacy Christhill MXG MJC XF
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN AX AXJ NF CGC 
MACH5 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS2 MJG2 
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX AXJ NF CGC 

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)

1 CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX5 OM8 GN GO 
 

GCHG
GCH
GCHB 
GCH
GCH
GCH
GCHS
GCH

GCH

GCHG
GCHG 
GCH
GCHB 
GCHB 
 
GCHS 
GCHB 
GCH
GCH

GCHG
GCH 
GCHG 
GCHB 
GCHB 
GCHS 
 
GCHS 
GCHB 
GCH 

352 
111  
108
   70            
   65
   58
   55 
   48
   35
   28

2701 
   614 
   262 
   238 
   171 
   154
      92 
      83 
      79
      73 

   430
   325
   285
   275       
   275
   265
   205
   170
   165
   155
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GCH CH LUDLU’S MARSHMALLOW ATTACK
Bred by (June Beckwith/Marsha Gray

Owned by: June Beckwith


