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Message from the President
William Christensen

In keeping with the mood of the “Dog Days of 
Summer,” we were led to spend a couple of days 
on the Atlantic Coast at Rehoboth Beach.   Some 
dogs were to be seen but they were outnum-
bered by little kids, often riding in double per-
ambulators, creating a hazard on the boardwalk 
and in the elevators.   Then, on to a meeting in 
Washington, D.C., where I had not spent much 

time since college days when a had a roommate whose father was a 
Navy captain stationed at the War College.   I had always remembered 
the National Gallery of Art and the Corcoran Gallery, the latter unfor-
tunately now defunct, however with much of its collection subsumed 
into that of the National Gallery.

I couldn’t resist spending almost an entire day at the National Gallery, 
reviewing much of its displayed painting collection.   For me the high 
point has always been the Gallery of Impressionist Paintings, which 
seem to capture the dazzling light and bright colors of summer and 
whose subjects seem themselves languorous in the summer heat.

I also couldn’t help but notice that two of Mary Cassatt’s paintings 
showed a small blue/tan terrier with prick ears and wondered if it 
might be an Australian Terrier although how one might have reached 
Paris in the 1870’s is unknown.   The dog, sound asleep, is first seen in 
Ms. Cassatt’s 1878 painting, Little Girl in a Blue Armchair.   The artist’s 
friend and colleague, Edgar Degas, helped her re-work this painting 
which appeared with another ten of her works in her debut impres-
sionist exhibition in 1879.   The same terrier appears more prominently 
in Young Girl at a Window, painted in 1883-84 and previously and more 
prosaically known as Susan on a Balcony Holding a Dog.   The dog is 
now awake, and the bright silver-blue of its coat is repeated in the 
shadings of Susan’s dress and in the color of the background build-
ings.  The dog has a natural tail.   I couldn’t decide if the front upper leg 
was too long for an Aussie or not, but you can check for yourself on 
the web site of the National Gallery and see what you think.

Travelling always makes me miss my own dogs, which Roby is caring 
for at home.   Living in Palm Springs during the summer always permits 
plenty of time for observing the goings-on of our two packs.   Each 
pack is ostensibly run by a dog, occupied much of the time, often un-
successfully, trying to make the bitches do what he seems to think that 
they ought to be doing.   If the bed is unoccupied by a human, then 
the dog allows one or more bitches to rest on the bed.   However, when 
occupied, the dog makes the bitches rest on the floor or in their crates, 
and he himself rests on the bed.   If there are any loose toys lying about, 
the dog will often collect them and place them near himself although, 
rarely, he may let a favorite daughter or niece play with one.   When 
going out of the dog-door, if the dog has seen or heard something 
through the window with which he wants to engage, he will dash out, 
with the bitches to follow.   If he seems uncertain as to what may be 
transpiring, he will often push one of the bitches out first.  If you think 
that this behavior characterizes only dogs, other mammals, whether 
lions or humans, also display similar behaviors.   Think of the person 
of importance sitting at a dais or high-table, or standing behind an 
elevated pulpit or lectern.   Think also of all the complicated etiquette 
surrounding holding open and going through a door and entering or 
exiting an elevator.

I’ll leave you with my best wishes that you enjoy the warm summer 
weather as best you can, whether travelling, gallery-hopping, or just 
resting under the air conditioning and letting your Australian Terriers 
provide the entertainment.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Julie Seaton 
Third Quarter 2017 

Thank You sent via email from Timothy Childers for mentoring at Na-
tional Specialty. Forwarded to Rec Sec & Judges Education. 
 
Name and contacts for breed  information sent to AKC per request. 
Kerrie Bryan & William Christensen to be the breed characteristics and 
health representatives.

Per AKC request, resent ATCA Health statement in PDF format to the 
Project Manager. 
 
Mentor list request sent by AKC. Forwarded it to Judges Education. 
Dealine to send  back to AKC, July 14th. 
 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Third Quarter 2017

ATCA Board of Directors’ activities since last Talkabout Report

ATCA Board Teleconference Minutes, July 17, 2017, Minutes approved 
24 July 2017

Board Members Present:  Bachman, Bryan, Christensen, Evans, Gaudet, 
Massey, Platte, Popovits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, and Yates; 
Board Member Absent:  Gersin

Meeting was called to order @ 6:03 p.m. PDT 

Alexa Samarotto volunteered to act as time-keeper.  

Minutes:  From June Annual Board Meeting were previously approved 
and published.  

Vice President Report on Bylaws and Standing Rules Status:  Grace 
Massey reported the current updated bylaws have been reviewed and 
approved by a New Jersey lawyer and are ready to go back to AKC for 
their final approval.  However, the board has determined that Article 
VII: Amendments is not in compliance with the latest AKC bylaws.  
Therefore, Grace and Bill will be updating that Article before further 
action will be taken.  That update will then be approved by the Board, 
reviewed by the New Jersey attorney and added to the updated 
bylaws for AKC approval.  The term “amendments” to bylaws will be 
changed to “revisions” to bylaws.  

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton and Kerrie Bryan re-
ported the Judges Committee Mentor List had been updated and sent 
to AKC per their request.  A reminder to update this list will be added 
to the Board Calendar for July each year.    

 
Treasurer Report on end of Fiscal Year & Membership Renewal 
Count:  Darlene Evans reported end of fiscal year report  and 2nd Cal-
endar Quarterly Report should be ready by 2nd week in August after 
all dues have been processed and bills paid.  
Darlene also sent the Board a list of 35 current members who have 
not paid their dues even after 2 notices.  The members of the board 
offered to try to call some on the list as a reminder.  Darlene will send 
out a 3rd reminder.  

Old Business:
Board Action:  Approved the following Breed Marketing Committee 

Mission Statement and Guidelines presented by Heather Williams, 
Chair and her committee: 

MISSION:  Objective of the committee is to enhance ATCA presence 
on social media by making short videos representing our breed and 
things we can do with our Australian Terriers.  

Our mission is to engage both current owners and those interested 
in Australian Terriers.  The initial scope of the committee is to make 
a series of short videos (with no less than 5 videos in 2017.) The goal 
of the videos is to provide either educational or entertaining con-
tent highlighting the breed.  Video topics may include but are not 
limited to: obedience tips, tricks, and methods; information related to 
competing including conformation, rally, agility, and obedience; and 
fun and adventures with our Aussies.  Expanded scope or tasks for the 
committee can be recommended by any member of the ATCA but will 
only be acted upon after review and approval of the ATCA Board.  All 
the videos will be shown to the ATCA Board before release.  

Julie Seaton reported that the first video released by the committee 
has been viewed over 4,000 times.  

Board discussed the following Action which has not been done:    
Sept 2015, Chattanooga - Judges Education Committee: (beginning 
at Chattanooga Specialty) will offer to measure all Special winners 
over 3 years old to include BOB, BOS, Select Dog and Bitch, and BOW 
if 3 years or older, if approved by their owners.  Registration Numbers 
will be used to identify the dogs and they will only be measured once.  
Dogs and Bitches will be sampled separately and the Data will be 
posted anonymously on the Website.  

Discussion was held on how to make this happen starting in Ashe-
ville.  Kerrie Bryan and the Judges Education Committee will create 
a suggested procedure to accurately and efficiently accomplish the 
measurements.  These will be presented at the next teleconference.  

AKC Breed Video:  Kerrie Bryan and Alexa Samarotto discussed the 
video AKC requested of the breed.  AKC has not returned emails to Al-
exa after their initial request.  Alexa and Kerrie will contact AKC again 
to establish if they would like to make a video at our 2018 National 
Specialty in Asheville.  

New Business:  
Henderson Award Changes:  Darlene Evans wants to add 3 Rally Divi-
sions to the existing 3 Obedience Awards.  
Board Action - unanimously approved.  

Veteran Sweeps at our Nationals – rule changes:  Darlene Evans sug-
gested 
a) Neuter/Spayed dogs may be entered
b) Do not have to also be entered in regular breed classes
c) May be shown with clipped or scissor coat
Board Action – unanimously approved.  
 
Meeting Adjourned @ 7:07 p.m., PDT
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New Members approved:  
June Beckwith, SC; Sponsors:  Marilyn Harban and Rita Farmer

Murial McMullen, WI; Sponsors:  Hollie Bamford and Eva Campbell

Ellen Chaput, FL; Sponsors:  Kim Floyd and Elaine Strid

Kenny Gaudet, NM; Sponsors:  Tammy Gaudet and Patty Werner – 
Junior Member

Omited from Issue 2, 2017:

2016 Henderson Obedience Awards 
Presented in St Louis

Novice B
CH Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu CD  BN  RE  NA  NAJ
Susan Saulvester

Open B
CH ABQ Cimina Christhill CDX  GN  RAE2
William Christensen and Kreg Hill

Utility B
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX3  OM4  GN  GO
Cindy Burgess

2017 Versatility Awards

Versatility Award
GCH CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz  CAA RATN  CGC
Barbel Post

CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CA RATN
Susan Jacobsen

CH Tera-K’s Too Hot to Trott BN  RE  NAP NJP  CGC
Thalia Rott

Versatility Excellent
Cambridge Tazzmanian Blue Devil CDX BN RE RATO CGCA
Joy Miller

CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl BN  RA  AX  AXJ  CA CGCA
Diane  and Kevin Cahill

CH Blue Moon N My  Time Poppin’ In Phoenix CDX BN  RAE  CGC
Celeste A  Platte

CH Kambara’s Aviatrix CD  RA  AX  AXJ   NF  JE  RATN
Kim Floyd

CH Abq Cimina Christhill CDX  GN  RAE2
Kreg Hill and William Christensen

This advertising shot from Pleasant Pasture Kennels ran in the 1964 
Westminster catalog. In his book The Dog Show: 125 Years of West-
minster, Bill Stifel explains how it came to be there:

“1960: There was a startling entry in the Miscellaneous Class this year 
of 59 Australian Terriers. The class, in which no championship points 
were awarded and which was open to breeds not registered in the 
AKC studbook, usually had an entry of less than half a dozen.

“The turnout was the work of Mrs. Nell Fox of Pleasant Pastures Ken-
nels, of Point Pleasant, N.J. She was said to have canvassed the entire 
U.S. to find 59 dogs with willing owners.

“Mrs. Fox was a New Zealander who moved to the U.S. in the early 
1900s. In 1945, she imported her first Aussies from England, where 
they had been registered since 1933. In time, she prevailed on Aus-
tralian breeders to help her establish the breed here. It made its WKC 
debut in Miscellaneous in 1957. …

“1960’s record entry marked the end of Mrs. Fox’s struggle. AKC 
opened its studbook to the breed later that year. Aussies were shown 
for championship points in 1961. Best of Breed that year was Mary P. 
Barth’s Seven Oaks Tucker Box.”

Photo by Mary Eleanor Browning

Reprinted with Permission 2017
AKC Gazette
July 5, 2015
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q2 - 2017    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update     CHIC #              Reg #                                      Owner
Temora Ri Diercc
Aristas Velvet, The Queen
Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
Temora Say It With Bacon
Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz
Temora When In Doubt Wear Red
Cambridge Radiant Spirit
Temora Redi When You Are
Dreamtime’s Sweet Treat
Johmanda’s Hopportunity
Temora Remember Me
Bluquo’s Night To Remember
Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
Temora Bringn’ Home The Bacon
Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Till It’s Over

06/29/2017
06/08/2017
06/15/2017
06/22/2017
06/29/2017
06/15/2017
06/29/2017
06/15/2017
06/22/2017
06/22/2017
06/29/2017
06/29/2017
06/29/2017
06/29/2017
06/29/2017
06/29/2017

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

87685
89052
89054
97344
97630
102283
115888
121694
121820
121821
122052
122053
122054
122055
122056
122057

RN19568001
RN21719302
RN23300601
RN25406601
RN25352101
RN24285308
RN26913601
RN27032401
RN27548505
RN28887805
RN26935201
RN29324501
RN28168304
RN28168301
RN29324503
RN28321602

Julie Seaton
Pamela Levy
Pamela Levy
S Bachman &  T Schreeder
Julie Seaton
Barbel Post
Julie Seaton
Joy Miller & Ann Ridenour
Judy O’Brien & J Seaton
Marilyn Y. Harban
Nora Menge & Kim Floyd
Julie Seaton
Rita Farmer
Rita Farmer & Susan Mason
Julie Seaton
Diane & Kevin Cahill

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

WANTED
 Information for an Australian Terrier frozen semen database.  

The database will be available by request, but does not obligate information providers in any way.  
It is important to know who has frozen semen that could potentially be used to expand the gene pool, 

and to prevent the frozen semen from deceased dogs from being forgotten. 
This is a private information gathering project and is not associated with ATCA.  

For more information or to participate, please contact Susan Duncan: all4dogs@aol.com

Health Incidence Report

Longevity Report
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Reminder – The ATCA – AusTTrust fundraising for the HEMANGIO-
SARCOMO RESEARCH STUDY ends October 31 2017.  A Special thank 
you to all those who have contributed to date ! 

How can YOU help the AusTTrust ?

If you or someone you know feeds Purina you can make money for 
the Trust

How it Works
1. Join the Purina Pro Club.  (You must meet certain criteria to do 

this.) 

2. Pro Club members submit weight circles from bags of partici-
pating Purina® Brand Dog Foods and accumulate weight circle 
points as part of the Pro Club Weight Circle Program.  When you 
send in your circles, make sure you have selected the Australian 
Terrier Club as beneficiary.   

3. If you are not a Pro Club Member and feed Purina Brand Dog 
Foods, you can still participate and help the Trust as well as con-
tribute to Canine Health Fund.   

4. Clip the weight circle.  It looks like this on the bag.  

5. If you don’t feed Purina you can still help.  Have your puppy buy-
ers, neighbors, friends, and anyone feeding Purina Dog Food save 
circles. Collect them.  

6. Mail circles to the  
AusTTrust attn: Rita Farmer 
6649 Sawtooth Drive 
Ooltewah, TN 37363

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

 

Please return this form: 
Name  ___________________________________________  
Address _________________________________________  
City, State, Zip ___________________________________  
Phone ____________ Email ________________________  
With a donation of $100 or more you will receive a “Friend of Aussies” 
Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 2017 you will also 
receive a “2017 Shingle”. For every future annual donation, you will 
receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

Donation in Honor/Memory of ____________________________________________   
 

Please mail to:  AusTTrust, PO Box 5767, Palm Springs CA 92263-5767 
www.australianterrier.org/austtrust.html 

 

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Educational Organization 

 

Purina tracks these weight circle submissions, and for every $100 of 
qualifying weight circle points submitted by Pro Club members, 
Purina donates $10 to the participating national parent breed club 
each year. In our case this check is mailed to the AusTTrust.   In ad-
dition, a check in a matching amount is sent to the Canine Health 
Foundation for the Australian Terrier Club of America. This money is 
designated to be spent towards research on CHF grants. The Health 
Committee helps determine which of these studies our Australian Ter-
riers would benefit most.   This is free money!

It is as simple as that.

Do you have an idea for the Trust? 

PLEASE SEND IN IDEAS OF WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE THE AUST-
TRUST TO FUND. 

TO SUBMIT AN IDEA, GO TO THE ATCA WEBSITE, CLICK ON AUSTTRUST, 
LOOK FOR THE “FUNDING REQUEST FORM” COMPLETE AND EMAIL OR 
MAIL TO CAREN HOLTBY, SECRETARY, AUSTTRUST 

Reminder – The ATCA – AusTTrust fundraising for the HEMANGIO-
SARCOMO RESEARCH STUDY ends October 31 2017.  A Special thank 
you to all those who have contributed to date! 

How can YOU help the AusTTrust ?

If you or someone you know feeds Purina you can make money for 
the Trust

How it Works

1. Join the Purina Pro Club.  (You must meet certain criteria to do 
this.) 

2. Pro Club members submit weight circles from bags of partici-
pating Purina® Brand Dog Foods and accumulate weight circle 
points as part of the Pro Club Weight Circle Program.  When you 
send in your circles, make sure you have selected the Australian 
Terrier Club as beneficiary.   

3. If you are not a Pro Club Member and feed Purina Brand Dog 
Foods, you can still participate and help the Trust as well as con-
tribute to Canine Health Fund.   

4. Clip the weight circle.  It looks like this on the bag.  
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ATCA Communications   
New and Upcoming AKC Titling Events

AKC has several new titling events and has additions to the current 
CAT event  and Rally classes.

The Rally Intermediate class and associated title (RI) will provide 
a stepping stone class from  Rally Novice  to help prepare teams for 
the off leash performance required in the Advanced class.  The new 
Intermediate course is a mirror image of the Advanced course without 
a jump.  It is the novice exhibitor’s choice to take advantage of this op-
portunity and the RI title is not required to enter the Advanced class.  
AKC also announced the new Master class and associated title (RM) 
as well as the Rally Champion title RACH (pronounced ROCK), both of 
which will provide additional challenges for the dedicated rally exhibi-
tor. The new RACH title requires the team to earn 20 triple qualifying 
scores in Advanced B, Excellent B, and Master classes at the same trial, 
at 20 separate events, plus earn 300 RACH points from the Excellent B 
and Master classes.  Points are determined by a dog’s score.  

These new classes may be held on or after November 1, 2017.

AKC Scent work mimics the job of working detection dogs, testing 
a dog’s ability to find an odor and communicate its location to the 
handler.  Detection is done in different environments and often dur-
ing changing conditions. Scent work is  a positive, challenging activity 
that allows dogs the opportunity to use  their strongest natural sense 
in a way that is fun, engaging, and that builds and strengthens a 
foundation of trust between the handler and dog.  In order for a team 
to qualify, both the dog and handler must be working together and 
be able to read each other’s reactions.

In the sport of Scent Work, dogs are trained to recognize specific 
odors and to alert  their handlers when the odors are detected.  Dogs 
complete these searches in a variety of environments, known as “ele-
ments”.  In the Odor Search Division the elements are (1) Container, 
(2) Interior, (3) Exterior, and (4) Buried.  Each element has four classes 
corresponding to four difficulty levels—1) Novice 2) Advanced 3) 
Excellent and 4) Master. There are 16 Odor Search Basic Element Titles.  
When a dog earns all of the four element basic titles in the same dif-
ficulty levels, they will be granted that level title.

Scent Work Events may be held after October 1, 2017.

Fast CAT is a new Coursing Ability class that is open to all breeds, not 
just hounds.  It is a timed 100 yard dash for dogs chasing a moving 
lure.  Dogs run singularly and the dog’s time to complete the 100 yard 
dash is converted into MPH which further applies a handicap system 
based on the dog’s height at the withers.  Points = MPH multiplied by 
the dog’s handicap.  Fast CAT title suffixes are earned at designated 
milestones: BCAT, DCAT, FCAT, FCAT#.  Fast CAT trials a re currently 
being held.

Regulations on each of the above events may be viewed on line at 
www.akc.org under “Events’, downloaded and printed, or bound regu-
lation booklets may be ordered for a fee directly from AKC.

New AKC Puppy of Achievement (POA) Certificate.
A one year pilot program for an introductory conformation certificate 
called Puppy of Achievement (POA) beginning Sept 1, 2017 has been 
approved.  The purpose of this new certificate is to encourage new 
exhibitors in conformation.  During the pilot period the AKC will issue 
a certificate.  It will not be considered an AKC title.

To earn this certificate a puppy must accumulate 10 POA points from 
the 4-6 month Beginner Puppy Competition (BPUP), the regular 
Puppy classes, or a combination of the two.  The schedule of points 
will be:

     Points            Puppies Competing

                                                                   

 From the ATCA Awards Committee

1
2
3

1-2
3-5   
5 or more                             
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Cover Story......

MBOSS GCHB CH Temora Redi When You Are 

Redi finished her AKC Championship at the 2016 National Specialty weekend going BOS from the classes on the first day and 
Best of Winners the next. Under Virginia Lyne she was BOSS National Day and repeated that feat at the 2017  
National Specialty under Judge Judy Webb. 

For AKC stats at the end of July 2017, Redi is the #1 Bitch in All-Breed 
points and is the #3 Australian Terrier in All-Breed & Breed points. She 
also garnered a Group 1 under Judge Steve Keating in June.

She follows in the footsteps of her sire and dam as an Australian Terrier 
that exudes breed type and is the ultimate show dog in and out of the 
ring. No matter where she is at, she commands attention with her
 ‘terrier’ attitude.
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BIS MRBIS MBISS GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon x GCH CH Temora American Maid
Bred by Julie Seaton 

Owned by Judy O’Brien & Julie Seaton

Redi



Health Scoop
                           Leptospira Revisited:  

                           Beware of This Deadly Bacteria

There can never be enough caution when dealing with this poten-
tially deadly bacteria.  It is worthwhile to review and revisit what the 
bacteria is, how it can be transmitted, and how to avoid both dogs and 
owners from becoming infected with Lepto.

Leptospira (“lepto”) is a bacterial disease that can be carried by most 
mammals, including wildlife (raccoons, skunks, rodents, possums, ma-
rine mammals, cattle, sheep, pigs), and for our concerns, dogs.  (Cats 
are an exception).  People can also get this disease where it is some-
times called “Mud Disease” or “Weil’s Disease”.  It is passed via infected 
urine that enters the skin and or mucous membranes by a spirochete 
bacteria that exists in many different types of the species Leptospira 
interrogans.  There are precisely 17 known types, or “serotypes” with 
more evolving as servovars mutate.  Lepto affects liver and kidney 
function and it can shut down the kidneys as does antifreeze.  Without 
prompt medical attention lepto can be deadly.

Lepto must have a wet environment to thrive, such as standing water, 
ponds, lakes, stagnant streams, and or mud.  If the water is moving, 
such as in a running stream, the bacteria cannot survive.  Nor can it 
survive the heat of the sun on a dry surface.  Lepto is found in rural, 
urban, farm, suburban, and recreational areas—anywhere standing 
water can be found.  Winter freezing kills the bacteria, but winter rains 
bring a thriving environment of standing or stagnant water for spring, 
summer, and early fall.  When water sources in higher elevations dry 
up in the spring, wildlife congregate more densely in areas where wa-
ter is available.  Animals gather by a stream, pond, or lake and urinate 
while drinking.  The infected urine seeps into the standing water and 
surrounding mud and there it thrives. Taking dogs on hikes and letting  
them drink or splash in standing water of ponds, lakes, mud holes, or 
streams, or even walk through standing water can provide a path for 
the bacteria to enter the dog’s  body.  Other avenues of entrance can 
be a cut on the foot or body and the mucous membranes of the eyes, 
nose, or mouth.  This is a highly contagious disease and can be trans-
mitted from dog to dog and from dog to humans, especially children, 
meaning it is zoonotic.
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Flu-like symptoms are most common.  It can be misdiagnosed in the 
early stages as vets are not used to seeing it, although more and more 
cases are being reported to the point where there is an epidemic in 
Northern California.  Signs include lethargy, loss of appetite, fever, 
excessive drinking, vomiting, diarrhea, dehydration, general weakness, 
depression, and jaundiced eyes and gums.  Lab work to confirm the 
disease is frustrating and costly, requiring numerous blood and urine 
tests.  Results are not immediate:  blood has to be sent to specialized 
labs.  Treatment is pricey and includes massive doses, for months, of 
two or three antibiotics and often hospitalization for administration of 
fluids and antibiotics.  A four-in-one vaccine is available, but vaccina-
tion does not guarantee complete protection against the disease.  
The vaccine only treats four of the 17 serovars, though these are the 
serovars most commonly reported.  It is not advisable to vaccinate 
young puppies unless he or she lives in an “at risk” area.

Please take the time to discuss this thoroughly with your veterinarian.  
You can decide the risks-vs-benefit factors for you and your dog.

This disease is quite traumatic for both dog and owners.  This is not 
a disease to be taken lightly.  Beware of those tempting ponds, lakes 
and streams.  They could be deadly for you, your dog, and your family.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

By Carolyn R. Gold       

http://www.akc.org


 

Conformation, Obedience, Rally, & Agility

4 Days of Indoor Shows

Hendersonville KC & Spartanburg KC

MAY 25 – 28, 2018

Show Site Host Hotel 
Western NC Agricultural Center            Comfort Suites Outlet Center  

           Davis Arena & Expo Buildings       890 Brevard Road
                NC 280/Airport Road     Asheville, NC  28806
                  Fletcher, NC  28732     828-665-4000  Opt. 0

        Block Name: Australian Terrier Club of America

For more information:
Kendall & Mike Liga, Specialty Chairs

mliga@aol.com
602-625-1739



What Is Addison’s Disease?

Addison’s disease, scientifically known as hypoadrenocorticism, is a 
disease with serious consequences for dogs, although fortunately 
with proper treatment, dogs diagnosed with Addison’s disease are 
expected to have normal lifespans. Addison’s disease occurs when the 
adrenal glands fail to produce the hormones that they are in charge of 
in the body.

The most important hormones produced by the adrenal glands are 
steroids, particularly aldosterone and cortisol. These steroids play a 
large role in regulating your dog’s internal organs and body systems. 
Without them, your dog’s body deteriorates, leading to serious com-
plications and even death.
 
Causes of Addison’s Disease in Dogs

In most cases, the cause of Addison’s disease in dogs is unknown. 
Veterinarians suspect that most of these cases result from an autoim-
mune process. Addison’s disease can also be caused by destruction 
of the adrenal gland, either by a metastatic tumor, hemorrhage, 
infarction, granulomatous disease, adrenolytic agents like the drug mi-
totane, or a drug like trilostane that inhibits adrenal enzymes.

When something interferes with the adrenal gland, the body is no lon-
ger able to produce glucocorticoids and mineralocorticoids, specifi-
cally aldosterone and cortisol. This leads to a wide range of symptoms 
and in acute cases of Addison’s disease, death.

Scientists may not know what exactly causes Addison’s disease, but 
any dog can develop Addison’s disease, whether a purebred or mixed 
breed dog. There are, however, some breeds that appear to be predis-
posed to the disease:

    Standard Poodles
    West Highland White Terriers
    Great Danes
    Bearded Collies
    Portuguese Water Dogs
    Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers
    Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers

Addison’s disease can affect any breed of dog, as well as mixed breed 
dogs, regardless of the age or gender, but it is most common in young, 
female, and middle-aged dogs.
 
Symptoms of Addison’s Disease in Dogs

Progressive Addison’s disease is hard to diagnose, thanks in part to 
the wide range of symptoms associated with the disease. It has been 
called the great imitator. In general, dogs with Addison’s may experi-
ence recurrent bouts of gastroenteritis, poor appetite, slow loss of 
body condition, and an inability to respond appropriately to stress. It’s 
important to note that the symptoms of Addison’s disease may wax 
and wane.

Reduction in aldosterone production has a pronounced impact on 
the body. It leads to changes in serum levels of sodium, chloride, and 
potassium, which affects the kidneys. This in turn leads to problems 
with the heart and circulatory system.

Cortisol, the other major steroid hormone affected by Addison’s, plays 
a role in almost every important tissue in the dog’s body. It regulates 
the production of glucose, regulates metabolism, influences the 
breakdown of fat and proteins, regulates blood pressure, suppresses 
inflammation, stimulates the formation of red blood cells, and coun-
teracts stress.

Reduction in the production of aldosterone and cortisol causes the 
symptoms that pet owners and veterinarians most commonly see with 
the disease.

Symptoms of Addison’s disease:

•	  Depression
•	  Lethargy
•	  Anorexia (lack of appetite)
•	  Weight loss
•	  Vomiting
•	  Diarrhea
•	  Bloody stools
•	  Alopecia (hair loss)
•	  Increased urination
•	  Increased thirst
•	  Dehydration
•	  Shaking
•	  Weak pulse
•	  Irregular heart rate
•	  Low temperature
•	  Painful abdomen
•	  Hypoglycemia
•	  Hyperpigmentation of the skin

Addison’s Disease In Dogs
Symptoms-Treatment-Prevention

By Anna Burke
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Treating Addison’s Disease in Dogs

The first thing veterinarians do to treat Addison’s disease in dogs is to 
resolve the crisis. The Merck Veterinary Manual lists an adrenal crisis 
as an acute medical emergency. Your dog will be hospitalized and 
will undergo intensive therapy to manage the symptoms of the crisis. 
Once your dog is out of immediate danger, your veterinarian will pre-
scribe a replacement hormone medication to help your dog deal with 
the deficiency. There’s usually more than one medication prescribed: 
an injectable mineralocorticoid (usually DOCP) monthly and a daily 
steroid (prednisone). Also, a veterinarian will usually recommend 
annual or biannual blood work to ensure the medication is working 
properly.

Addison’s disease is not curable. Your dog will need to take these 
replacement hormones for the rest of his life, and the dosage may 
need to be adjusted as time goes by, especially during times of stress. 
It is very important that owners do not try to adjust the medication 
or change brands without consulting with their veterinarian, as this 
could lead to another hormonal imbalance.

It takes time to find the right dosage for your dog’s Addison’s disease. 
Be prepared to visit the veterinarian frequently for the first month 
after diagnosis, so that your veterinarian can measure your dog’s 
hormones and his electrolyte levels. This helps your veterinarian find 
the right dosage for your dog. After that, expect to bring your dog in 
once a month for a shot of replacement hormones, and make sure you 
follow any additional medication protocols that your veterinarian may 
prescribe.
 
Preventing Addison’s Disease in Dogs

Addison’s disease is not usually preventable. The exception to this is a 
medication-induced Addisonian crisis. If your dog is on the Cushing’s 
disease medications mitotane or trilostane, make sure that you are 
aware of the symptoms of Addison’s disease in dogs, as an accidental 
overdose could lead to a crisis. Keep these medications out of reach of 
your dog at all times, and make sure you monitor your dog’s medica-
tions carefully.

Sometimes a rapid withdrawal of a drug like prednisone can cause 
Addison’s. Following your veterinarian’s instructions about your dog’s 
medication is the best way to prevent serious complications like Ad-
dison’s disease.

For more information about Addison’s disease in dogs, talk to your 
veterinarian. This article is not intended as a replacement for veteri-
nary advice. If you suspect that your dog might have Addison’s or be 
experiencing an Addisonian crisis, call your veterinarian immediately.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

Diagnosing Addison’s Disease in Dogs

Addison’s disease is usually diagnosed during an Addisonian crisis. 
In an Addisonian crisis, the disease reaches an acute stage, and dogs 
experience life-threatening symptoms such as shock and collapse.

Once the dog is stabilized from the crisis, veterinarians perform a 
series of tests to determine what caused the collapse and to rule out 
other diagnoses. They will perform blood work to get a complete 
blood count and biochemistry and will also most likely run a urinalysis.

Anemia and abnormally high levels of potassium and urea in the 
blood, along with changes in the levels of sodium, chloride, and calci-
um in the blood, are symptomatic of Addison’s. The urinalysis may also 
reveal low concentrations of urine, and your veterinarian might run an 
electrocardiogram (ECG) to check for changes in your dog’s heart.

The definitive test for Addison’s is the adrenocorticotropic hormone 
(ACTH) stimulation test. This test monitors the function of the adrenal 
glands by introducing the synthetic hormone ACTH. Veterinarians 
measure the concentration of cortisol before and after ACTH is ad-
ministered. This lets them know if the adrenal glands are functioning 
normally.

                                                                                                                                        15  
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 For humans, going to the bathroom is associated with disgusting 
smells and unsanitary conditions, but pets view body waste quite 
differently. Scent rules your pets’ world, which turns urine into a virtual 
Pee-Mail system that communicates an incredible amount of informa-
tion. An individual pet’s pee serves as a liquid name tag. It also can 
reveal your cat and dog’s health issues, age, and sexual status to other 
animals.

While we don’t usually mind our pets’ preoccupation with sniffing 
these scented signposts out in the yard or in the litter box, people get 
upset when pets baptize illegal targets inside the house. There can be 
many triggers for cats and dogs to pee on objects. In both cats and 
dogs, usually the intact animal--the sexually potent cat or dog able to 
produce offspring--who become the most enthusiastic spreading their 
urine around.

Dogs And Pee

Dogs evolved from wolves, creatures that use both urine and feces to 
mark the boundaries of their territory. Sniff-reading these signals tells 
interlopers how many other wolves live in the territory, as well as their 
sexual status. A wolf trespassing on another pack’s territory may be 
killed, so the stinky warning keeps interlopers away and help prevent 
fights.

Dogs don’t appear to respond to feces as a signpost the way wolves 
do. Instead, dogs almost exclusively use urine to mark their territorial 
boundaries. The most obvious example of marking in dogs is the leg-
cocking behavior.

This pose aims urine at usually vertical objects, leaving a scented sign-
post at a convenient sniffing height. Other dogs also know to check 
out elevated spots, so targeting telephone poles or even a hummock 
of grass offers a clue the same way a human bulletin board announces 
where to look for messages.

While boy dogs typically indulge in leg-cocking behavior more fre-
quently and readily than females, the girls also scent mark with urine, 
particularly when they are advertising their breeding availability to 
canine Romeos.

Very small amounts of urine do the job. In fact, some dogs may 
leg-cock with nothing to show for it. These instances usually occur 
when another dog is present. In effect, the dog that poses but doesn’t 
produce may simply be going through the motions as a visual signal to 
watching dogs. When emptying a full bladder, urination is more often 
done in a squatting position with female dogs, and sometimes males 
as well.

Dogs tend to urine mark with great enthusiasm, and sometimes the 
target is not particularly appropriate. It’s not unusual for dogs being 
walked in the park to urinate against a person’s leg. Think about leg-
cocking in terms of declaring “I OWN THIS!” It’s understandable why 
your dog may pee on the wall near important household territory, like 
the kitchen where he’s fed, or the bedspread that smells like you.

Dogs often pee on dirty clothes, especially a beloved human’s under-
wear, since that holds our most personal signature odor. When a new 
person or pet comes into the home that possibly vies for important 
dog resources (including your attention), the leg lifting may increase. 
Think of this as a back-handed compliment! Neutering the dog usually 
reduces urine-marking exuberance, so that bedroom walls, tires, and 
furniture are less often baptized.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
petsafe.net

Pawsitive Tips
Why Does My Pet Pee on Objects?

By Amy Shojai
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You and your dog are in your car headed to the dog park, when sud-
denly he’s not looking so good. Before you know it, those biscuits you 
gave him when he hopped into the car have reappeared -- in the mess 
he vomited all over your leather seats.

As you’ve probably already figured out, dog motion sickness is real, 
and it can make even the shortest trips stressful for you and your 
pooch. Fortunately, there are things you can do to quell your pup’s 
nausea, from conditioning your dog to car rides to using dog motion 
sickness medications.

What Causes Dog Motion Sickness?

Dog motion sickness is more commonly seen in puppies and young 
dogs than in older dogs, just as car sickness afflicts more children 
than adults. The reason for this is because the ear structures used for 
balance aren’t fully developed in puppies. This isn’t to say that all dogs 
will outgrow travel sickness, though many will.

If the first few car rides of your dog’s life left him nauseated, he may 
have been conditioned to equate travel with vomiting, even after his 
ears have fully matured. Stress can also add to travel sickness, so if 
your dog has only ever ridden in the car to go to the vet, he may liter-
ally worry himself sick on the road.

Signs of Dog Motion Sickness

Dogs don’t turn the unflattering shade of green that people do when 
they’re experiencing motion sickness, but there are some signs of dog 
travel sickness you can learn to identify. These include:

•	 Inactivity, listlessness or uneasiness
•	 Yawning
•	 Whining
•	 Excessive drooling
•	 Vomiting
•	 Smacking or licking lips 

 

Treatment for Dog Motion Sickness

The best way to prevent dog travel sickness is to make the car ride as 
comfortable as possible for your dog. Your dog will experience fewer 
nauseating visual cues if he faces forward while you’re traveling, rather 
than looking out the side windows. One way to guarantee this is by 
using a specially designed dog seat belt. If you choose to have your 
dog ride on the front passenger seat, keep in mind that air bags do 
pose a potential hazard to dogs. Even though you can’t be sure your 
dog will face forward while riding in a travel crate, many people prefer 
to use crates for safety -- and they do have the added benefit of con-
taining vomit, should your dog become ill.

Another thing that may help your dog’s motion sickness is to lower 
your car windows a couple of inches while the car is moving. This 
helps balance the air pressure inside the car with the air pressure 
outside, which may help reduce your dog’s nausea and discomfort. 
Also, be sure to keep the car cool and well ventilated, as a hot or stuffy 
vehicle can contribute to unpleasant sensations for your dog.

One trick used on the show circuit to prevent dog motion sickness is 
to limit your dog’s food consumption prior to travel. Then, right before 
the trip, give your dog a small piece of sugary candy (like a jellybean), 
which seems to reduce sensations of nausea. Never give your dog 
chocolate candy or treats made with xylitol, however, because these 
are toxic to dogs.

If your dog has learned to associate riding in the car with feeling 
stressed and nauseated, there are a variety of conditioning techniques 
you can try to lessen this connection. These include:

•	 Taking a break from car trips for a week or two
•	 Changing vehicles to avoid association with past unpleasant 

experiences
•	 Taking short car trips to places your dog enjoys, like the park
•	 Gradually building your dog’s tolerance to car trips; start by get-

ting your dog used to approaching the car, then spend some time 
in the car with the engine off. When your dog is ready, take short 
trips (around the block, for example) to build tolerance before 
progressing to longer car rides.

•	 Using treats to make the car a fun place for your dog (but be care-
ful you don’t give too many and make your dog nauseated)

•	 Buying special toys that your dog enjoys and only has access to 
in the car 
 

Dog Motion Sickness Medications

Dogs that don’t outgrow motion sickness and don’t respond to con-
ditioning may benefit from the use of medication. There are a variety 
of over-the-counter and prescription medications that may decrease 
your dog’s motion sickness symptoms.

These include:

•	 Anti-nausea drugs
•	 Antihistamines, which can lessen dog motion sickness, reduce 

drooling, and offer sedation
•	 Prescription drugs, which reduce vomiting and provide sedation
 
 
Be sure to consult with your veterinarian before purchasing any over-
the-counter treatment for dog motion sickness. You will need to know 
the correct dose to give.

WebMD Veterinary Reference 2016

Vet News You Can Use
Dogs and Motion Sickness
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Background

The current expectation of breeding management clients includes 
supplemental services including client education and evaluation of 
breeding outcome or pregnancy, including pregnancy detection, con-
firmation of normal gestation, estimation of litter size, and accurate 
estimation of day of gestation. These all require--as do clinical evalu-
ations of bitches presented for health reasons during suspected or 
confirmed pregnancy, provision of pregnancy termination service for 
bitches with unwanted pregnancies, and the management of bitches 
with a history of pregnancy failure or abnormal pregnancies--a work-
ing knowledge of the biology and clinical progress of normal canine 
pregnancy and of potential important diagnostic and therapeutic 
modalities applicable to pregnant bitches. The following is a brief 
review of some of the important elements and issues, albeit excluding 
dystocia and mammary function.

Timing of Events and Consistent Gestation Length

Ovulation occurs approximately 48-60 h (2 days) after the preovula-
tory LH surge. The LH surge (the central critical reproductive event, 
Day 0) may occur any time from late proestrus to mid-estrus based 
on observed behavior changes; on average, it is at 1 day after estrus-
behavior onset. Gestation length is mistakenly thought to be quite 
variable because pregnancy can result in intervals from a single 
mating to partition that range in the extreme from 55 to 68 days; the 
intervals counting from the first or last of multiple matins can be even 
longer or shorter, respectively, i.e., 50 or 70 days. Parturition, however, 
consistently occurs 64-66 days after the preovulatory LH surge in over 
95% of normal pregnancies (Concannon, 2003). The discrepancy is due 
to several phenomena: oocyte maturation does not occur until 2.5 to 
3 days after ovulation; the mature oocyte may remain fertile for up 
to 5-6 days in the extreme, i.e., until 10-11 days after LH surge; sperm 
may remain fertile for up to 8 days in the female tract; some bitches 
may abnormally allow mating 5 days before ovulation, others may 
abnormally refuse to allow mating until 5 days after ovulation; thus, 
single matings can be fertile from 5 days before ovulation to as late 
as 8 days after ovulation (i.e., days-3 to + 10 from LH surge). However, 
the typical bitch has a limited peak fertile period from Day 0 to Day 5 
or 6 after the LH surge, with oocytes apparently dying rapidly 1-2 days 
after oocyte-maturation and with cervical closure occurring between 
Day 6 and 9 after the LH surge further reducing fertility even when the 
oocytes retain their viability beyond that time. In cases where sperm 
are weak or compromised either naturally or due to methodologies 
of artificial insemination, the fertile period in an individual instance 
may be limited to a 1-2 days period. Ideally, breeding management 
techniques will have estimated the time of the LH surge based on one 
or more parameters including: timing of Day-1 to +1 decreases in vul-
val and vaginal-mucosal edema; timing of Day 6-9 metestrus/diestrus 
change in vaginal cytology; and timing of Day-0 rapid preovulatory 
rise in serum progesterone as well as any acute change in behavior. 
Such timing can not only provide for accurate prediction of the date of 
a Day 64-66 parturition, but also permits establishing preferable times 
for pregnancy testing, for monitoring of normal fetal developmental 
changes, and of data collection in the monitoring of pregnancies con-
sidered high-risk based on prior pregnancy failures.

Implantation

Permanent apposition of embryonic trophoblast and the uterine 
implantation-sites occurs around Day 16-18, after a Day 10-11 entry 
into the uterus and 6-7 days of intra-uterine and trans-cornual migra-
tion of blastocysts. Actual implantation by trophoblast-cell invasion is 
estimated to occur at Day 21.

Landmark Events Assessed By Ultrasound

Using 5-7 MHz ultrasonographic (U/S) equipment, fluid filled pregnan-
cy-associated uterine vesicles may be obvious at 1-2 mm diameter as 
early as day 18-20 but may not be clear until 3 mm diameter at day 21. 
The fetal mass within the vesicle may be visible by day 20-21, but may 
not be clear until Day 23. The beating fetal heart may be seen as a dis-
tinct flickering by day 23-24, but may not be easily detected until day 
25. U/S equipment of greater or lesser resolution may detect these and 
other landmark states or events earlier or later, respectively. Changes 
in embryo diameter, crown rump length, biparietal head diameter, and 
other parameters have been well characterized, at least for research 
dogs. These data have also been successfully applied to estimating 
gestational age clinically on many breeds based on U/S exam findings, 
and considering a 0-2 day error depending on the size of the animal 
and other factors (Kutzler et al, 2003). Relational, non-quantitative 
changes may be more precise and less breed or animal dependent: 
e.g., the time when the fetal crown-rump length first exceeds the 
length of the placental girdle in research beagles (Day 39-41) is likely 
the same in most or all other breeds. U/S appearances of the develop-
ing fetus and pregnant uterus, and estimated times of a large number 
events of canine pregnancy are readily accessible (England and Yeager, 
2003, in Concannon et al, 2005 on IVIS (www.ivis.org). Canine pla-
centation is endothelial-chorial; the girdle of fetal trophoblast tissue 
that forms the zonary placenta and develops marginal hematomas is 
distinct in U/S exams after day 28. The chorioallantoic poles remain 
thin and transparent. The marginal hematomas develop large pools of 
stagnant blood from which the extra-embryonic circulation absorbs 
metabolites and iron. Fetal heart rate (HR), typically >220, averages 
about 230 bpm and can be routinely monitored by most U/S equip-
ment after Day 28.

Understanding and Monitoring 
Canine Pregnancy

by Patrick W. Concannon, PhD, DACT (Hon.)
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are variable and provide no useful information not available other-
wise. Relaxin levels in the bitch increase between Day 27 and 30, peak 
by Day 40-50, are elevated but declining towards term, and fall at 
parturition to reach non-detectable levels within 1-6 weeks. Relaxin 
assays could be a means to monitor placental function and pregnancy 
beyond initial pregnancy detection, but the magnitude of decline 
that would warrant intervention is not known. Pregnancy termination 
could be followed by some secretion of relaxin for a week or more if 
some placental tissue is retained, as may occur postpartum Relaxin in 
dogs is mainly or entirely of placental origin; detectable relaxin post-
partum is presumably due to retained placental (trophoblast) tissue.
Prolactin. PRL concentrators increase above those in most non-preg-
nant bitches at or shortly before day 30; whether or not the increase 
is in response to the pregnancy specific elevation in relaxin is not 
known. PRL concentrations peak near term, and are as high or higher 
during much of lactation, following a transient postpartum decline. 
PRL elevations are not pregnancy specific because they can also occur 
in no pregnant bitches showing symptoms of overt (clinical) pseudo-
pregnancy. Pregnancy causes insulin resistance, possibly more so than 
the nonpregnant luteal phase; insulin requirements of diabetic bitches 
become increased, and pre-diabetic bitches may become hyperglyce-
mic. 

Pregnancy Maintenance and Termination

The only hormone required to maintain pregnancy in dogs is proges-
terone, based on pregnancies so maintained in ovariectomized bitch-
es. Normal estrogen concentrations may however be important for 
full mammary development and lactation. The only source of proges-
terone in dogs is ovarian (corpora luteal). Pregnancy specific increases 
in ovarian progesterone secretion from Day 30 to near-term are not 
obvious in plasma levels because of increased hemo-dilution and in-
creased metabolism by the uterus, placenta and mammary; however, 
they normally ensure that peripheral concentrations are maintained 
at or above the minimum required for pregnancy maintenance. Luteal 
progesterone production requires both LH and prolactin; at any time 
suppression of either hormone diminishes or terminates progesterone 
secretion. Administration of an anti-progestin (e.g., aglepristone, 10 
mg/kg/d for 2 days) is the preferred mode of pregnancy termination 
where available and affordable, as it is effective without side effects at 
any time. PGF (30-50 ug/kg, b.i.d. or t.i.d.) or PGF-agonist (Cloprostenol 
2.5 ug/kg, every 48 hours) formulations after day 25 are luteolytic and 
abortifacient when given “to effect” as confirmed by ultrasound. Dopa-
mine agonists such as bromocriptine (100ug/kg q.d. or b.i.d, to effect) 
or cabergoline (5 ug/kg/d, to effect) given orally after day 30 can cause 
complete luteolysis and terminate pregnancy but are more effective 
in combination with low-moderate doses of PGF. Dexamethasone (0.2 
mg/kg, b.i.d., p.o.) for 9.5 days or longer also terminates canine preg-
nancy after day 30; however, the immunosuppressive doses also cause 
adrenal suppression for 2-3 weeks in otherwise healthy bitches.

Pregnancy Diagnosis

The earliest reliable and definitive method is U/S detection of fetal 
heartbeats, typically visible by Day 25. Examination is best scheduled 
for Day 28-30, which allows for 1-2 d. error in estimation of the day of 
the LH surge, differences in U/S equipment, and differences among 
bitches in the ease with which the uterus can be imaged; exams 
scheduled based on mating if negative times should be repeated 1 
week later. Scanning with bitches in dorsal recumbence yields better 
images but by Day 28 scanning of the standing bitch should be suf-
ficient. The details of the U/S appearance of the uterus, embryo, and 
fetal components are available at www.ivis.org (see England and Yea-
ger, 2003 in Concannon et al 2005). Manual palpation of 1 cm diameter 
uterine vesicles of the standing bitch around day 22 can often detect 
pregnancy as early if not earlier than U/S but with less assurance. 
In smaller dogs, palpation of uterine swellings cause by embryonic 
vesicles can be done by allowing the abdominal contents between 
the kidneys and bladder to slowly pass between the tips of the thumb 
and forefinger by gentle, slow, repeated “grasping” of the entire dorsal 
abdomen with one hand and drawing the fingers down ventrally until 
the uterine horns become obvious and palpable along their length; 
with larger dogs, use a similar compression of abdomen in the same 
motion but using opposing the finger tips of both hands. Larger, 2.5-
3.5 cm vesicles are more readily detected by palpation between days 
30 and 34, perhaps starting at Day 28 if the concern is one of detect-
ing an unwanted pregnancy as most abortifacient methods are best 
performed early after pregnancy confirmation. Radiography is of little 
use, in that the fetal skeletal is not distinct until at or after Day 44-45. 
Commercial canine relaxin assay is a reliable and specific method for 
pregnancy diagnosis; it may be positive as early as Day 23-25 but anec-
dotally seems to be more reliable and to have fewer false- negative 
results after Day 30. Progesterone assay is not useful for pregnancy 
diagnosis but can be useful at this time.

Endocrine Changes and Progesterone Assays

Progesterone concentrations increase throughout estrus, peak at 
15-90 ng/ml some time between Day 15 and 25, and slowly decline 
thereafter, in both pregnancy and non-pregnant bitches. Progesterone 
assessment around Day 30 can be useful; in the absence of a positive 
pregnancy diagnosis, progesterone can confirm whether or not the 
bitches failed to ovulate or to normal luteal function; progesterone can 
detect the possible onset of luteal insufficiency in pregnant bitches 
that had prior pregnancy losses associated with low progesterone 
levels. In such problem cases, progesterone assays at 5-7 days intervals 
can be useful in monitoring the pregnancy; values above 5 ng/ml are 
assuring to some extent; those below 4-5 ng/ml any time prior to day 
55 may indicate luteal insufficiency. Such insufficiency is difficult to 
define; research bitches have maintained normal pregnancies despite 
spontaneous or drug-induced declines in progesterone to or near 
non-detectable levels for several days; anecdotally, some clinical cases 
with progesterone at 2-3 ng/ml at day 50 have produced normal litters 
in the absence of treatment while others have not. 

In non-pregnant bitches progesterone declines to under 1 ng/ml 
some time between Days 55 and 90, often between Days 60 and 70. In 
pregnancy, progesterone typically remains distinctly elevated above 
3-5 ng/ml until Day 62-63 and 1-3 days prepartum, at which time the 
mechanism of parturition causes a luteolytic rise in plasma prostrglan-
din-F2alpha (PGF) and a decline in progesterone to < 1-2 ng/ml. Pro-
gesterone assays can be also used in late gestation to help determine 
the timing of elective c’sections in pregnancies where Day 0 was not 
determined with sufficient accuracy (e.g., waiting no longer than when 
progesterone declines to 2 ng/ml or undergoes an abrupt decline to 
2-3 ng/ml over a 24-36 hr period). Estrogen assays are of little value, in 
that many assays have limited application to canine samples; levels

Proper care and feeding 
of a breeding bitch should 

begin long before she
 is actually bred and 

even before her 
estrous cycle begins.
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Altered Clinical Parameters

Hematocrits normally decline after Day 25, are typically below 40 in 
late gestation and may reach values as low as 31 at term; normal non-
pregnant values are not re-attained until 1.5 to 3 months post partum; 
This physiological, normo-chromic normocytic anemia appears 
primarily due to increased plasma volume; it potentially facilitates 
circulation through placental vessels. As in humans there is also likely 
to be an associated but normal thrombocytopenia and decreases in 
albumin, total protein, oncotic pressure, and total calcium in plasma. 
Plasma concentrations of the hepatic acute phase proteins (APP) 
fibrinogen and c-reactive protein increase following implantation, are 
evident by Day 30, peak at Day 45-55, decrease but remain elevated 
to term, and decline rapidly to normal post-partum. The APP increases 
are distinct despite the concurrent dilution effect of increased plasma 
volume; although not truly pregnancy specific, they have been used 
as the basis of marketed canine pregnancy tests. Elevated APP levels 
are seen in most instances of inflammatory disease and those in 
pregnancy may represent a similar response to placentation. The 
induced increase in fibrinogen is compensated by a simultaneous 
increase in local fibrinolytic activity as reflected in increased serum 
fibrinogen degradation products. A 40 percent average increase in 
food consumption accompanies a 20 to 55 percent increase in body 
weight, and requires corresponding increased food supply. Calcium 
or vitamin D supplementation is contraindicated it can complicate 
normal calcium regulation and increase the increase risk of peripartum 
hypocalcaemia.

Resorptions and Abortions

Spontaneous resorption of partial or entire litters can occur with little 
or no evidence or side effects between days 28 and 36 in apparently 
healthy and otherwise normal pregnant bitches, as shown in several 
U/S studies. Resorptions and abortions after day 36 with some related 
vaginal discharges can occur without detection when bitches lick 
away or ingest discharged materials. Resorption of one or more con-
spectuses likely occurs in 10-15 % of pregnancies.  Many instances of 
resorption are proceeded by early embryonic development retarded 
in relation to the expected time course. U/S exams for pregnancy diag-
nosis performed by day 28 can therefore clarify the situation in bitches 
that resorb entire litters but would otherwise be presumed to have 
failed to become pregnant. Any relationship to delayed breeding time, 
stress, or uterine status is not known. Gross abortions after day 40 are 
less common and morel likely to represent disease or infec tion, and 
merit evaluation of brucella, herpesvirus, or other suspected agents. 
Abortion may be accompanied by a large decline in progesterone, and

absent other obvious causes, insufficient luteal function has been sus-
pected or assumed. Whether low progesterone is a primary cause or 
simply a consequence of the abortion in any individual case is difficult 
to determine. While not well documented, abortion due to a non-
endocrine cause would be expected to result in a decline in proges-
terone due to a loss of the gestational stimulus for increased prolactin 
and its luteotrophic effects; and, due to a uterine release of PGF. 
Documentation of insufficient luteal function would require detection 
of decreased progesterone prior to the pregnancy loss. Anecdotally, 
progesterone supplementation has been “successful” in pregnancies in 
bitches that previously failed to maintain pregnancy.

Progesterone Supplementation

Supplementation can be considered in previously problematic 
bitches if progesterone falls below 5 ng/ml before day 55 or declines 
more rapidly than expected in mid-gestation. Some progestins are 
inappropriate (e.g., medroxyprogesterone and megestrol can cause 
masculinization of female fetuses). Progesterone supplementation 
protocols have included the following: (1) progesterone in oil, i.m., 2 
mg/kg, every 72 h. (2) altrenogest, daily, p.o., 0.088 mg/kg (0.2 cc/10 lb 
using Regumate©, Hoechst-Roussel). Micronized natural progesterone 
marketed in capsules for humans has be given orally 1-2 times per day 
at doses of 5-10 mg/kg (i.e., 100 mg capsules in 10-20 kg dogs) and the 
efficacy monitored by progesterone assays. Natural progesterone re-
quires frequent administration but has the advantage that withdrawal 
can be done rapidly. Whether reported successes have been incidental 
or the result of treatment is not known. Therapy must be discontinued 
to permit or promote normal whelping. Excessive exogenous proges-
terone or other progestin can compromise normal parturition and can 
result in dead puppies that must be recovered by c’section. Oral pro-
gestin therapy should be discontinued 2 days prior to the estimated 
day of parturition. Serial injections of synthetic preparations should be 
discontinued early enough for the progestin to decline to non-effec-
tive concentrations by the expected day of parturition. A mistimed or 
long-acting treatment can potentially be overcome by administration 
of otherwise abortifacient doses (or higher doses) of an antiprogestin, 
where available.
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Normal Parturition

As in other species it appears that near-term fetal maturation, in-
cluding hypothalamic changes in CRF and other peptides, pituitary 
ACTH secretion, and fetal-adrenal steroidogenesis results in a surge 
in corticosteroid activity that initiates the rapid positive feedback 
mechanism for parturition. Unlike in many species, there is no large 
increase in estrogen pre-term, and as in primates the cortisol may act 
to stimulate endometrial and placental production of PGF and release, 
possibly by acting locally as a progesterone antagonist. Elevated PGF 
has direct luteolytic effects causing an abrupt decline in progesterone 
that in turn increases the extent of utero/placental PGF release and 
consequently a more accelerated luteolysis and decline in proges-
terone. PGF stimulates uterine contraction. Declining progesterone 
causes placental separation and increases myometrial sensitivities 
to PGF and to oxytocin. Uterine contractions and fetal impingement 
on the cervix stimulate oxytocin secretion. The initial sharp decline in 
progesterone from 5-10 ng/ml to 2-3 ng/ml is associate d with stage 1 
labor (vocalization, nesting behavior); stage 2 labors occur following 
the continued progesterone decline below 2 ng/ml. Normal intervals 
between pups can range from 20 min to 4 h or more. The prepartum 
decline in progesterone is presumably the cause of the acute rise in 
prolactin immediately prepartum. It also dis-inhibits the suppressive 
effects of progesterone on lactation and thus initiates lactation. And, it 
terminates ongoing hyperthermic effects of elevated progesterone on 
hypothalamic thermoregulation, causing an acute, transient hypother-
mia. Temperature declines 1°C or more during the 12-24 h prepartum. 
Rectal temperature can be monitored twice daily starting at estimated 
Day 60 by owners who wish to be involved.

Fetal Viability

Fetal HR can be variable but should remain above 200. U/S detection 
of fetal HR below 180 is indicative of fetal distress, is often accom-
panied by fetal bowel movements, and can be the basis of elective 
intervention in near-term bitches. U/S can also reveal fetal overgrowth 
or growth retardation, and other abnormalities including hydrocepha-
lus, fetal anasarca, herniation of the ventral abdominal wall. Such 
cases can then benefit form intervention. Uterine contraction activity 
has also been monitored with commercial devices designed for that 
purpose. Monitoring of fetal and uterine activity near term in conjunc-
tion with interventive c’sections when indicated resulted in a decline 
neonatal mortality from 9 to 3 % of pups in one study. There are no 
confirmed markers of placental function; relaxin tends to decline in 
late gestation and is only a qualitative and not a quantitative marker of 
placental function.

Interventions

These can include planned c’sections (e.g., in brachycephalic breeds), 
therapeutic c’sections in response to fetal distress, prolonged gesta-
tion or maternal dystocia, and potentially antiprogestin-induced 
parturition. .Election of c’section may involve a brachycephalic breed 
with history of dystocia, or a bitch with over-grown fetuses, a history 
of dystocia, or excessive early neonatal loss of pups. In the absence 
of signs of dystocia, prolonged gestation should not be presumed 
based on breeding records alone. Monitoring and/or examining for 
the expected prepartum decline in progesterone can be an impor-
tant tool in managing possibly-prolonged gestation and in timing 
elective c’sections, especially in bitches in which the day of day of the 
preovulatory LH surge was not estimated with accuracy. Recent and 
ongoing clinical studies suggest that the outcome of c’sections can 
be improved by providing bitches access to 100% oxygen gas before 
as well as during surgery to improve fetal surfactant and decrease 
neonatal anoxia, regardless of whether the primary anesthesia is via 
injection or gas; O2 can be provided first by mask and then by intuba-
tion. Many clinics routinely administer shock-management doses of 
corticosteroid (e.g., dexamethasone) 8-24 h prior to elective c’section 
and pre-surgery in cases warranting immediate intervention; the 
steroid functions to enhance or induce lung surfactant production and 
cardio-pulmonary and other maturational changes associated with the 
mechanisms of normal parturition. A parturition-inducing regimen of 
the antiprogestin aglepristone (15 mg/kg) and after 4 h serial admin-
istrations of oxytocin was effective; parturitions lasting 5±2 h began 
32±4 h after the antiprogestin injection; neonatal survival rates were 
normal. Whether such methodology has a role in otherwise normally 
progressing pregnancies is unclear; it could presumably pre-deter-
mine delivery times to occur at a time most convenient for monitoring 
labor and neonatal status.
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NEW AKC TITLE
 FARM DOG CERTIFIED

The Farm Dog Certified test provides for a series of twelve exercises 
that represent  situations a farm dog would encounter in a typical farm 
environment.  The basic test requirements are designed to emphasize 
a dog’s ability of self control, confidence, and trust necessary to suc-
ceed in any canine/human partnership.  These traits and foundational 
training are vital to a working farm dog.  The FDC test is open to all 
dogs at least nine months of age that are individually registered with 
AKC, recorded in the FSS program, or dogs with a PAL number or dogs 
enrolled in the AKC Canine Partners Program.  Females in season may 
not enter. The tests are performed on leash except for one where the 
dog is crated.

The Farm Dog Certified test is designed to assess the overall conduct 
of a dog within a typical farm environment.  The dog must exhibit self 
control when exposed to livestock and other unique sights, sounds, 
and scents.  The dog should exhibit confidence and a willingness to 
comply with instruction when confronted with a variety of situations.

Test Element 
 

1. Greet Judge on a loose lead 

2. Perform a walking pattern on leash around the farm environment 
with a passive stranger sitting quietly nearby. 

3. Jump on a bale  of hay or straw or feed sacks. 

4. Walk by farm animals on a loose lead. 

5. Walk over or though three unusual surfaces such as safe metal, 
wire grating lying flat,  mud, water, or jump over a series of three 
logs. 

6. Supervised separation while dog is crated and owner walks out of 
sight for a minimum of two minutes. 

7. The dog waits on command while the handler opens a gate and 
calls the dog through. 

8. Handler feeds livestock with the dog staked in a designated area 
approximately 30 feet away. 

9. Non fearful or aggressive behavior towards another dog walking 
past him on both sides. 

10. Reaction to typical working farm noises such as hammering nails, 
sawing wood, leaf blower, farm machine start up, lawn mower, 
etc. 

11. Dog approaches livestock while on leash while under control 
without lunging towards them or being held on a tight lead. 

12. The handler examines the dog for plant material, debris, or ob-
jects that the dog may have collected while working on the farm 
and this exam is willingly accepted d by the dog.

The dog must pass each element of the test and not exhibit traits 
such as barking, chronic distraction, constant tugging on the leash, 
timidness, lack of interest, or over exuberance.  At the end of the test, 
if all requirements are met the judge will mark the dog “Did the dog 
perform in the manner necessary to make it a useful working dog”.

A dog must qualify under two different judges in order to achieve the 
FDC title.

For more detailed information on this new test, a geographic list of the 
Herding Clubs that have applied to hold a FDC test, and specific on 
how each exercise will be evaluated, please go to the AKC Web site.

This new test closely parallels what the Aussie was created to do in its 
home country of Australia, and that is to assist and be a companion to 
stockmen, sheep herders, and those working on  homesteads.  Read 
the next article on the first Aussie to acquire the FDC title.
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Certified Farm Dogs
To the owners of Future Certified Farm Dogs:

Taps’s Dragonfly FDC is one of six dogs that live with us on our small 
farm in central New Mexico.  We also have 2 Maremma livestock 
guardian dogs, one Pointer/Lab mix, one Australian Shepherd and one 
Australian Cattledog.

The goal with all of our dogs is basic obedience, equivalent to CGC, 
and then go beyond that depending on the dog and our amount of 
time.  For more than 35 years we taught the 4-H Dog Care and Training 
project, and yearly took our project members to see an AKC show, 
including conformation, 
obedience and agility.  We 
also took the members to 
other dog events such as 
police dog exhibitions and 
herding trials.

We started to train Dragon 
for obedience, but post-
poned that training when 
the instructor’s methods did 
not work with a terrier.  We 
have taken Dragon to Barn Hunt trials and she has earned the first leg 
toward her RTN title.  Dragon has taken upon herself, the job of mouse 
eradicator in our house and has great success.   Our Cattledog and 
Australian Shepherd also participate in Barn Hunt.  The pointer helps 
with finding quail, ducks and geese that get out of their pens.  Our 
Maremmas protect our livestock, but do not want the Cattledog and 
Shepherd to herd.

We read about Farm Dog Certified in an AKC email, then located 
testing group near us on a Facebook page called “New Mexico Dog 
Events.”  In New Mexico, the Farm Dog tests are mostly conducted by 
the local New Mexico Herding Groups.

When we took Dragon and our Australian Shepherd, Dakota, to the 
test near Albuquerque, most of the other dogs participating were 
Border Collies and Australian Shepherds.  We saw one Shetland 
Sheepdog.  Dragon was the only representative of the Terrier group.  
The judges and workers were impressed by Dragon’s confident, happy, 
well behaved approach to new people, animals, and being in a new 
situation.

The FDC test was very similar to a CGC test, just moved to a farm 
setting.  Some dogs might be afraid of the setting and the size of 
the farm animals.  The farm used for the test had sheep and poultry.  
Our dogs have experience with Dairy Goats, sheep, red Angus cattle, 
heritage breed pigs, llamas, barn cats, ducks, geese, chickens, turkeys, 
ornamental pheasants and quail.  We have pet birds and a 30 gallon 
aquarium inside the house.  The dogs are also familiar with tractors 
and other farm equipment.

Our plans for the dogs include getting the FDC on the Cattledog and 
the Pointer;  finishing the RTN title on Dragon, the shepherd and the 
cattle dog; continuing obedience training on Dragon and the shep-
herd;  and possibly rally and agility.  We only do basic grooming on our 
dogs and do not groom them for show.

We had our first experiences with the Australian Terriers in the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s when we met those owned by Marilyn Pawley 
and Betty Harper, DVM who were also members of the Ann Arbor Dog 
Training Club.  We attended a show in Albuquerque saw some beauti-
ful Australian Terriers.  We asked about available puppies and were 
referred to Tammy Gaudet and her mother, Pat Werner.  Their Aus-
tralian Terriers include numerous show champions.  We asked if their 
dogs had the “terrier attitude” and would hunt vermin.  We also asked 
if the dogs were good for obedience training.  Dragon has shown that 
the answer to both questions is “Yes.”

by Dave and Jenny Anglen
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Come When Called
Whether it’s for safety or convenience, every owner wants their dog to 
come when called. But most dogs would rather be off digging holes, 
hunting squirrels or rolling in the grass. Dogs love play, praise and 
treats; teaching them to expect good things when they come makes 
all the difference. How would you feel if every time you were invited 
over to a friend’s for dinner they served cold leftovers. Eventually you 
might start declining their invitation, right?

Similarly, if you only call your dog when you’re leaving the dog park, 
they’ll be smart enough to recognize the pattern. Soon enough they 
will stop coming to you because it always ends the fun. Mix it up a 
bit. Call your dog just for a quick petting or check-in, give him a treat 
and then release him back to whatever he was doing. Make your dog 
associate you with fun, and you’ll have an advantage when trying to 
get your dog to overcome temptations like chasing squirrels or other 
dogs.

Try a fun game of round-robin to get your dog more excited about 
coming when called. Form a circle of at least three or four people 
around your dog. Take turns calling your dog. When he responds to 
the request, get excited, shower your dog with praise and reward him 
with treats. As he learns the game, slowly increase the size of the circle.

And last but not least, practice, practice, practice. The more you 
practice, the more reliable your pup will be when facing a distraction. 
Coming to you when called should become a habit.

Teaching Your Dog Not to Jump
It can be difficult to 
enjoy company when 
your dog is jumping 
up and giving your 
visitors kisses.  When 
dogs jump, they’re 
seeking attention. 
The only way to stop 
attention-seeking 
behavior is to not 
reward it. There are 
two ways to stop this 
behavior; you can 
ignore your dog by 
turning your back 
on him and walking 
away. If you choose 
to ignore your dog, 
be sure not use your arms to push him down; he’ll think you’re playing. 
The second—and often more effective—option is to teach an alter-
nate behavior that conflicts with jumping, like sitting. One thing to 
note is that with attention seeking, your dog’s behavior is likely to get 
worse before it gets better (behaviorists call this an extinction burst). 
Be consistent, stay upbeat and reward your dog with treats, play or 
whatever they like best for good behavior.

Teaching Your Dog to Stay: Duration, Distance & Distraction
Teaching your dog to stay is incredibly useful, and offers a skill that’s 
ripe for ongoing improvement. There are three factors involved in 
teaching your dog to stay: duration, distance and distraction. Start by 
working with your dog on duration by having him sit. Then give the 
stay command and a corresponding gesture, like holding your hand 
flat and palm up. Start small. Count to two, and reward your dog if he 
stays. When your dog reliably sits for a couple seconds, slowly increase 
the duration between treats. Remember that dogs get tired faster 
during training, so you should train in intervals of about 15 minutes. 
If your dog begins to break his stay, take a break and work your way 
back up to longer durations. 

Once your dog can stay for 20 or 30 seconds reliably, you can begin 
working on distance. Again, start by asking your dog to sit and stay. 
This time, back up a few feet, and then return to reward him. It’s critical 
that when you return to your dog, you either release him with a com-
mand like “okay,” or ask him to stay again after you’ve given him a treat. 
It’s important when starting that you return to your dog to treat him. If 
your dog always anticipates you calling him to come to you, he’ll never 
actually relax into a sit position. Continue increasing your distance 
until you can back at least 10 ft. away before allowing your dog to 
come to you for a treat.  Then make sure to vary it up so that you’re not 
always going to your dog, and your dog is not always coming to you.

The last component of teaching your dog to stay is distraction. Start 
with your dog next to you and have a friend help you to stage a 
distraction. Make sure that you always practice in a safe area and have 
control of your dog, whether by having him on a leash or practicing in 
a fenced-in area. You’ll want a lot of treats for this phase, and smaller 
treats are preferred. Once you’ve initiated the distraction, continu-
ously treat your dog. You want to overpower the value of pursuing 
the distraction with your rewards. If you or your dog gets frustrated, 
then the distraction is probably too much. Take it down a notch. And 
remember, practice and improvement are ongoing.

Get Out And Train!
By Jon Hersey
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Loose-Leash Walk
It’s easy to assume that our dogs should already know how to walk on 
a leash. But being tied to us not natural for dogs. It’s up to us to teach 
our dogs the behavior that we expect and to reward them for it.

What do you do when your dog puts tension on the leash? Start train-
ing by choosing a walking 
route with as few distrac-
tions as possible. You can 
even start in the house or 
your backyard. When your 
dog pulls, stop and get 
his attention with a treat 
or some kibble. For every 
two steps that you take 
with your dog maintaining 
a loose leash, reward him. 
Instead of feeding your 
dog from a bowl, take his 
kibble with you and use it 
to reward him throughout your walk. As your dog reliably focuses on 
you, decrease the frequency of the rewards.

Consistency is key. Although it may take more time to get where 
you’re going, stopping every time your dog pulls will pay off. It feels 
like you’re not getting very far, you’re probably doing it right.

If you find yourself getting frustrated and your dog is not focusing, 
then the environment may be too distracting. Practice in an environ-
ment that is less distracting for your pet, and make sure to match the 
value of your treats with the value of the distractions he’s encounter-
ing.

Easywalk, Gentle Leader and remote trainers can be excellent tools for 
teaching your dog to walk on a leash.

Barking
First, try to understand why your dog is barking. Is it attention-seeking, 
anxiety, boredom or someone outside the front door that is causing 
your dog to bark? 

Teaching your dog not to bark is about interrupting the barking and 
replacing it with something else. Interrupting the behavior requires 
that you get your dog to focus on you. Try asking your dog to sit. Then 
introduce a new command: the “shush” command. It’s just what you’d 
expect; hold your finger to your lips and shush your dog. Stay calm. 
Shouting definitely won’t help.

Reward your dog as soon as they stop barking, and then put your 
finger back to your lips. Continue to reward them for being quiet 
while increasing the time between treats. Then ask your dog to lay 
down while you go back to what you were doing. Or, engage them in 
another activity.

We can’t blame dogs for wanting to alert us to what they presume 
are dangers. Dogs have different motivators. If your dog is treat or toy 
motivated, try giving them something to hold their attention.

These basic obedience commands will set a great foundation and 
enhance the relationship you have with your dog. Check back for tips 
on more commands. And  again, remember that practice and improve-
ment are ongoing. See you on the field!

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
petsafe.com

Spend any amount of time in a veterinarian’s waiting room, and one 
sight will be sure to greet you on a consistent basis: a dog perched on 
his haunches, merrily scratching and chewing away while his frustrat-
ed owner tries to get it to stop.

Allergies are one of the leading causes of visits to the veterinary of-
fice: They account for up to 25 percent of visits, according to some 
estimates. Allergic disease in dogs has three primary causes: fleas, food 
and the environment.

Flea Allergies
Any fleabite will itch, as you probably know if you have had to deal 
with them yourself. But many dogs have a true allergic reaction to flea 
saliva, which causes them to experience levels of itchiness dispropor-
tionate to the amount of fleas on their body. These dogs can be miser-
able with only one or two fleas on their body. This fools many people 
who assume that unless a dog is visibly infested, fleas couldn’t be the 
issue. Topical flea treatments -- such as Advantage, FRONTLINE and 
Vectra -- have been the main form of treatment for the past decade, 
but oral flea preventives -- such as Comfortis -- have been an addition-
al help for pets who cannot tolerate the spot-on treatments.

Food Allergies
Food allergies in dogs are sneaky. Often, they will manifest as a chronic 
ear infection, persistent red feet, or a low-grade itch that just won’t go 
away. For this reason, food allergies are often overlooked or confused 
with other problems.

The only way to accurately diagnose a food allergy is to perform an 
elimination diet, when a dog is put on a prescription or homemade 
hypoallergenic diet for a period of eight to 12 weeks. Blood tests, 
although available at some veterinary offices, are not considered a 
reliable way to diagnose the allergy. Once the source of the allergy is 
pinpointed, dogs can be transitioned to a diet without the offending 
allergen.

Environmental Allergies
Environmental allergies are the most common form of allergic disease 
in dogs. Like people, dogs can be allergic to a wide variety of irritants 
-- from grass to pollen to mites. This can be diagnosed with blood tests 
or skin tests, or simply from a high index of suspicion on the part of 
the veterinarian.

Lucky dogs respond to simple and inexpensive antihistamines, such 
as Benadryl. Severely affected dogs may require stronger prescription 
medications, such as steroids or Atopica. Because these suppress the 
immune system, it is vital for pets using these medications to be taken 
to the veterinarian for follow-up visits regularly.

Another option for your dog is to get allergy shots at your veterinar-
ian’s office. This is the same process used for people and has similar 
levels of efficacy as the drug regimen. Allergic disease is a complex 
medical condition to manage.

Dogs with any form of allergic disease often have a secondary bacte-
rial or fungal infection, which may need treatment that is separate 
from the allergy medications. The earlier an allergic pet is diagnosed, 
the better chance one has to minimize frustration with this chronic 
disease. If you think you have an allergic pet, talk to your vet sooner 
rather than later!

Three Most Common 
Dog Allergies

By Dr. Jessica Vogelsang
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This month our Juniors column will introduce you to Delanie Jayde 
Potteiger.  She is 14 years old and lives in Lakeland, FL.  We were 
excited to see her in Breed as well as Juniors at the National Specialty 
in St. Louis this past May.

How did you get involved in Junior Showmanship?  

I started out in 4-H when I was 9 years old with a puppy. After being 
involved in 4-H for some time, I heard about Junior Showmanship and 
wanted to get involved in dog showing outside of 4-H. Since I had a 
mixed breed, I started easing my way into UKC Junior Showmanship. 
In the 2016-2017 year, I started showing AKC Junior Showmanship. 
I’ve been showing dogs for a total of 5 years. I have only been showing 
Australian Terriers for one year.   

What are your accomplishments in Junior Showmanship? 

I love showmanship! It’s fun and I love being able to work with dif-
ferent dog breeds and breeders. This year at the 4-H Youth Fair, I won 
1st in my class and Best Junior. At the State Fair, I won 1st in my class 
and 3rd Best Junior. This year in UKC with my Australian Terrier, I won 
1st place Junior Showmanship and placed Group 3. In May 2017, I 
competed in St. Louis, Missouri at the ATCA Nationals and I won 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place in Junior Showmanship. I have always wanted to 
be a Professional Dog Handler and my goals in showmanship are to 
continue dog showing, make it to the Royal Canin Invitationals, and 
maybe even Westminster. 

What other activities do you participate in?

I am currently training my English Cocker Spaniel in obedience, show-
manship, rally, and agility. In obedience, the dog needs to listen to 
your commands. In rally, you and the dog walk a course and you need 
to tell the dog what to do and how to perform that task. Finally, agility 
is the most fun of them all. In agility, there are jumps, tunnels, weave 
poles, teeters, and a lot more obstacles that are put into a course. You 
walk the course and afterwards run your dog on the course. 

What animals do you currently own and show?

I have two dogs that I own and two dogs that I co-own. The dogs that 
I own and live with me are my original puppy which is a mixed breed, 
and an English Cocker Spaniel.  I co-own an Australian Terrier and a 
Daschund and  compete in showmanship with each of them.

Tell us what you like about the Australian Terrier.  Describe their per-
sonality in your own words.  

I love that the Australian Terrier is energetic and small. I like medium 
sized dogs but I also like fun and energetic dogs and this breed has 
both. They are feisty and full of energy and love to play. There is also 
the sweet and adorable side of them which makes them cuter! This is 
one of my favorite dog breeds and I hope to work with them more in 
the future.  

Tell us what other things you like to do with your free time.  

I am learning how to groom dogs like my English Cocker Spaniel and 
Australian Terrier. I love to draw Disney characters and animals. I play 
guitar, love acting and theatre, am involved in a FL robotics team, and 
am a member of a Civil Air group. 

The Next Generation....
Juniors are important to the future of the sport of dogs and responsible dog ownership, and the more they learn, the more valuable 
they become. We felt it is important to showcase our Juniors  here and around the world. To help in that endeavor, we are starting a 
new series hosted by Mary Ellis, the mother of one of our Juniors here in the USA!
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In the future, might more dog breeders take advantage of technology 
to predetermine the sex of puppies in a litter?

In mammals, the male determines the sex of an offspring, while the 
female determines the size of a litter by the number of eggs she drops 
that become fertilized. We have all heard that there are sires who have 
a reputation for producing females. However, is it possible that breed-
ers can control the sex of their puppies, rather than the stud dogs?

We breeders have tried many methods in hopes of predetermining 
the sexes of our litters. Many methods have been based on old wives’ 
tales, cultural traditions, proper timing, and even scientific data based 
on childbirths.

Many swear that if you breed early, you will get bitches. I know breed-
er friends who have been successful using this method. To prove this 
even further, when progesterone testing is done, the “optimal fertile” 
time for breeding conceives mostly males, which may be yet another 
argument to “breed early to get bitches.”

Breeders who have used the acid/alkaline method to predetermine 
the sexes believe it’s the pH level in the bitch’s vagina that makes the 
optimal environment for survival of either sex and acidic environ-
ment will produce bitches while an alkaline environment will produce 
males.

One external method involves swabbing the bitch’s vagina with a di-
luted mixture of white vinegar to increase the acidic pH that will favor 
bitch puppies, or by swabbing it with a baking soda solution to in-
crease alkaline pH level that will produce male puppies. Although suc-
cessful in predetermination, it may decrease the size of the litter. Was 
this because the male sperm did not survive in an acidic environment, 
and vice versa, thus decreasing the litter size? Or would the bitch have 
produced the chosen-sex pup without any intervention, being just the 
luck of the draw, since the chances are 50-50 of either sex?

Seemingly, a more successful method based on the bitch’s pH level is 
feeding her an acidic or alkaline diet, depending on the desired sex 
chosen. This diet should be administered about two weeks before 
breeding for optimal results with multiple births of the desired sex.

Now there is technology available that can predetermine the sexes. 
Since the 1990s, gender selection has become more prevalent in 
the livestock industry and is accomplished by sorting semen accord-
ing to gender before insemination. By using a flow cytometer, X or Y 
chromosomes can be distinguished in sperm cells. Then the semen is 
sorted according to the gender it would produce. Breeders of cattle, 
horses, sheep, and pigs have been using this technology successfully 
for years. Cattle breeders want to breed heifers to produce milk and 
cheese, while sheep breeders want males for better wool quality.

Dog breeders have many reasons to benefit from sex-semen technol-
ogy, but is there enough demand? This technology, licensed to Sexing 
Technologies, has already been used for predicting gender for dogs in 
service work where one sex is preferred over another: Trainers of dogs 
for the blind primarily want bitches, while male dogs are preferred for 
police work. However, right now the technology is cost prohibitive for 
the hobby breeder. Perhaps in the near future, however, sexed-semen 
technology will be a common tool easily available to dog breeders, 
and more affordable.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

Breeding to 
Predetermine Sex

By Steve Pessah

 Flow Cytometer
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As breeders, and as pet owners, we are concerned about the health 
of our animals. We do all we can to test and exclude individuals from 
our breeding program that carry inherent conditions that would affect 
the quality of life of their offspring. Conditions that we can routinely 
test for include luxating patella and early onset eye conditions such as 
juvenile cataracts. By having our Aussies tested before breeding, we 
improve the chances of their offspring being free of these conditions. 
There are other conditions, however, that typically do not manifest 
until later in life, sometimes after several generations have been 
born, and there are no tests available to help us exclude them from 
our breeding stock. Two that come to mind are diabetes mellitus and 
hemangiosarcoma. 

Canine diabetes mellitus (DM) is not a single disease, and in the major-
ity of cases, the underlying manner in which the disease develops 
is not established. Nonetheless, it is a well-known syndrome where 
defects in insulin secretion or insulin sensitivity is a consistent feature. 
Catchpole et al (2013) in https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2012.11.013 
found the presence of certain diabetes phenotypes, along with 
specific breed predisposition to different types of diabetes mellitus, 
which suggests an underlying genetic basis for disease susceptibility 
that they believe might vary from breed to breed. The authors of this 
study state candidate gene studies so far have revealed some gene 
associations with the disease, and ongoing genome-wide association 
studies are likely to identify novel loci that are involved in determin-
ing breed susceptibility to diabetes mellitus in dogs. While there have 
been many other studies before and since this particular study, each 
study of diabetes mellitus in our companion animals help researchers 
to bridge the knowledge gap between understanding the functional 
changes in our dogs in response to the disease, the genetic basis of 
the disease, and the development of therapies in treating the disease.

Hemangiosarcoma is a cancer of blood vessels, usually occurring in 
the spleen, heart or skin. Typically, the disease develops slowly and 
painlessly, until it reaches an advanced stage. It can occur as a single 
tumor within one major organ or as multiple tumors throughout the 
body. This type of cancer is known to metastasize (spread) quickly 
with the average time from discovery of a hemangiosarcoma tumor 
until death being only six to eight weeks. Signs of the disease may 
include unexplained weakness, nosebleeds, pale mucous membranes, 
abdominal swelling and depression, or collapse and sudden death. 

Hemangiosarcoma occurs most commonly in large breed dogs with 
an age ranging from eight to 10 years, however it has been observed 
in a number of our older Aussies. Douglas H. Thamm, VMD, DACVIM 
(Oncology) presents an excellent webinar giving an update of the cur-
rent state of studies involving Canine Hemangioscarma. This webinar, 
sponsored by the AKC Canine Health Foundation, can be viewed on 
the VetVine website at:  http://vetvine.com/article/375/akcchf-update-
on-canine-hemangiosarcoma 

Our parent club, Australian Terrier Club of America (www.australian-
terrier.org) and the AusTTrust (www.australianterrier.org/austtrust.
html) have supported many studies over the years. The AusTTrust 
is currently raising money for a Hemangiosarcoma study entitled “A 
Novel Mechanism to Regulate the Growth of Canine Hemangiosar-
coma”. While this study may not produce a Eureka! result and find an 
immediate cure for the disease, the results will add to the knowledge 
base and get us that much closer. Therefore, your support for this 
study, and others of its kind, will get us nearer to longer, healthier lives 
for our beloved Australian Terriers.

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
August 2017  issue 

Why Contribute to Scientific Studies?
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CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl BN RA AX AXJ CA CGCA
 

Toni earned the Versatility Excellent Award 2017

Bred and owned by Diane and Kevin Cahill

Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights  CD, RN, RA, RE, CA, CGC aka 
Woola took High Combined Rally Score at the 

Green Mountain Dog Show
Owned by Dana Dean

Aussie Brags

“Ziggy” successfully completed 
 “Urban Dog” in Victoria BC

Owner: Debbie Gillespie 
Breeder: Caren Holtby, Tidewalker Australian Terriers 

Bluqou’s Dance The Night Away (Bekka) 
finished her Rally Advanced title July 28th in three 

straight trials with scores of 100, 100, and 97. 
Owned by Patricia Goshorn
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A Clean Bill Of Health
Whether you buy a puppy or adult, or acquire your new dog from a 
breeder or a shelter, you want your dog to be as healthy as it can be. 
And even if you’re taking on the responsibility of dog with special 
needs, you’ll want to know ahead of time what you’re getting into. 
Talk to your veterinarian, members of the parent breed club, or rescue 
groups beforehand -- and then give your dog the best of care for the 
healthiest life he can have.

“At least you have your health...” That saying 
is as true for dogs as it is for people. Your 
dog may be a candidate for an ugly dog 
contest, may scoff at the idea of fetching 
a ball, and may be an obedience school 
dropout, but as long as he has his health, 
you’re ahead of the game. But with all the 
hoopla about hereditary diseases in pure-
bred dogs, how do you find a healthy dog? No dog is without threat 
of health disorders.  The trick is to decrease that threat. So no matter 
what kind of dog you’re looking for, you need to be a savvy health 
consumer.

What Causes Hereditary Health Problems?

Some people think the best bet is to get a mixed breed. Pure breeds 
arose through limiting the gene pool of populations of similar dogs; 
unfortunately, in a population with a small gene pool, the chances 
of identical recessive genes (those that take two copies to express 
themselves) pairing up in one dog are increased. Although this chance 
may be lessened in some first generation crosses between two breeds, 
many such recessive genes are so widespread among breeds that 
crossing breeds is no guarantee they will not pair up in the offspring. 
And unfortunately, such pairings sometimes cause health problems.

Because inbreeding can increase the chance of recessive bad genes 
pairing up in the same dog, it’s generally a good idea to prefer a 
puppy from parents that are not closely related to one another. Some 
online pedigree programs will compute a Coefficient of Inbreeding 
(COI) for a pedigree; geneticists advise staying under a 10 percent COI 
for a 10-generation pedigree for best health. However, this is a rough 
generalization; inbred dogs have lived long healthy lives, just as non-
inbred dogs can have hereditary health problems. 

Sometimes certain traits that are desirable in some breeds increase 
the chance of certain health problems.  For example, the flat faces of 
some breeds may predispose them to breathing difficulties. Large or 
heavy breeds tend to be susceptible to hip dysplasia, and toy breeds 
to knee problems. Unfortunately, these same problems can occur in all 
flat-faced, large, or toy-sized dogs, whether pure or mixed.  In general, 
avoiding extremes in body type or any exaggerated features, such as 
giant size, long backs, droopy skin, or bulging eyes should lessen the 
chance of some disorders.

Health Testing

“Shots and wormed” was once the gold standard when shopping 
for a healthy puppy, but these days it’s just the baseline. Depending 
on breed, DNA tests, blood tests, eye examinations, or radiographs 
might be expected of conscientious breeders before  even mating two 
dogs.  In some other breeds, specialized tests might be standard for 
each puppy before allowing it to go to a new home. When a breeder 
says puppies have been “health tested” make sure to get a list of what 
tests are covered; in many cases, it simply means the puppy has been 
examined by a veterinarian for parasites and other obvious conditions, 
not tested for breed-specific problems.

Breed-specific health tests: Just what tests you want depends on 
what breed you’re looking at. For example, you’d ideally want a hear-
ing test (preferably a BAER, or brainstem auditory evoked response) 
in a Dalmatian puppy (and its parents), a hip dysplasia test in Golden 
Retriever parents, and a DNA test for progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) 
in a Miniature Poodle puppy or its parents. But you’d expect none of 
those in a Greyhound. This doesn’t mean the Greyhound is necessarily 
a healthier breed; just that its breed-related health concerns don’t yet 
have reliable screening tests.

The easiest way to find out what tests are desirable for your breed is 
to go to the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) to see if your 
breed is a “CHIC breed.” CHIC breeds’ parent clubs have agreed upon 
health screening tests they feel all breeding stock in their breed 
should undergo before producing a litter. Also check the national 
parent club website for any additional information on recommended 
tests and how to understand the results.  The Orthopedic Foundation 
for Animals maintains statistics and databases for several hereditary 
disorders; check their website (www.ofa.org) to see if your breed ranks 
high for a particular disorder.

Phenotype tests: Some tests are based on the dog’s phenotype; that 
is, any signs the dog may show. These include joint radiographs, eye 
examinations, blood tests, cardiac examinations, hearing tests, and 
even MRIs, among others. Some of these tests can be fairly expensive, 
and the price of a puppy from tested parents will often reflect that 
added expense. In most cases, normal phenotypic test results of the 
parents cannot guarantee your puppy will be clear of the disease, but 
they will greatly increase the odds. 

DNA tests: Genotype, or DNA, tests usually give more definitive 
results. They are available for a growing list of diseases in different 
breeds.  Visit www.akcchf.org/canine-health/genetic-tests for a list of 
genetic tests.  In some cases, DNA tests allow a dog who is affected 
or is a carrier of a recessive disorder to be bred to a dog that does not 
carry the disorder and be assured of producing unaffected puppies.

34                                                                                                  

http://www.ofa.org
www.akcchf.org/canine-health/genetic-tests/


Most puppies will come with a short health warranty that may only 
last a few days. Some breeders may also warrantee against certain he-
reditary health problems that may emerge at a later date. Understand 
what a warranty covers, and what remedies it offers. For example, one 
that requires you to return the dog for a replacement is probably one 
that you will never take advantage of. At the same time, remember 
that puppies are living beings, not machines. Although breeders can 
confidently warrant against problems that DNA testing has cleared, 
or against problems that would show up in early puppyhood, even 
the most carefully bred puppies will sometimes develop hereditary 
problems.

Rescue

Sometimes we don’t pick our next dog; they pick us. And sometimes 
all those ideas of health tests and pedigrees and vet checks go out the 
window when our eyes meet those of a dog in need. Although dogs 
in shelters or with rescue groups may not always have benefitted from 
the best of backgrounds or care, they can nonetheless be the best 
choice you can make. 

For a purebred rescue, national parent clubs often have rescue groups 
that can match you with an in-need dog of your breed. Many rescue 
groups do extensive rehabilitation and temperament testing, as well 
as home checking, to make sure the dog will find his forever home 
with you. Shelters may do less testing and rehabilitation, but are able 
to offer dogs for lower adoption fees. You can locate dogs of various 
breeds in shelters throughout the country by searching PetFinder. 
Be aware that many shelters label dogs as breeds according to their 
best guess, which is often far from accurate, so don’t put too much 
credence in labels.

Dogs find themselves in shelters or rescue for many different reasons. 
Very often they are wonderful dogs whose families lost interest or 
could not keep them. In other cases they were a bad fit between dog 
and person. In some cases they had health problems that proved 
too challenging to the former owners. These problems often include 
allergies, spinal problems, blindness, or problems requiring costly 
treatment. Often a rescue group will foster such a dog and pay for 
treatment until it is ready to be placed. Nursing a dog in need back to 
health is particularly rewarding, but find out ahead of time all that is 
entailed.

Shelters will usually check for parasites, including heart worms, and 
will spay or neuter the dog before adopting it out. Rescue groups will 
do the same, but may do more extensive health checks and treat-
ments. Most rescue groups -- like responsible breeders -- are also avail-
able to give advice throughout the dog’s lifetime.

Along with good luck, good health is the result of good genes and 
good care...so give your dog, no matter what his genes, the best of 
care for the best of luck. 

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
www.akcchf.org

Finding a Health-Conscious Breeder

The ideal breeder is aware of breed-specific health concerns and per-
forms the appropriate testing. Such breeders are more likely to belong 
to the national parent club for their breed. To find such breeders, go 
to www.akc.org/breederinfo/breeder_search.cfm. Many parent clubs 
have a breeder referral page, or a page with listings for local breed 
clubs.

While a breeder who follows the parent club recommendations for 
health testing is ideal, in the real world they can be scarce or their 
puppies may already be spoken for. That doesn’t mean you can’t get a 
healthy puppy from a breeder who doesn’t test.  In fact, most heredi-
tary health disorders still have no reliable screening tests, so even 
well-intentioned breeders can do nothing but avoid mating affected 
dogs. Ask what health problems relatives of your prospective puppy 
may have had. Don’t discount a litter because some relatives have had 
health problems; but do be cautious if the breeder shrugs them off 
as the norm for the breed, or says the breed has no health problems 
when your research indicates they do.

Finally, remember that even health problems that are a concern in a 
breed are nonetheless uncommon. Even without testing the chance of 
getting a healthy dog is high in most breeds.

Evaluating Puppies

Besides evaluating the pedigree and parents, you’ll also want to exam-
ine the puppies. Check the following: 

•	 The skin should not have parasites, hair loss, crusts or reddened 
areas. 

•	 The eyes, ears, and nose should be free of crusts and discharge. 

•	  The nostrils should be wide and open. 

•	 None of the puppies should be coughing, sneezing, or vomiting. 

•	 The area around the anus should have no hint of irritation or 
recent diarrhea. 

•	 Puppies should be neither thin nor pot bellied. 

•	 The gums should be pink, not pale. 
 
The eyelids and lashes should not fold in on the eyes. 

•	 By the age of 12 weeks, males should have both testicles de-
scended into the scrotum. Undescended testicles have a greater 
chance of becoming cancerous, and neutering such dogs is more 
involved.  

•	 Avoid any puppy that is making significant breathing sounds, 
including excessive wheezing or snorting. 

•	 Puppies should not be limping or lethargic. If they are, ask to 
see them again the next day in case it is a temporary limp or the 
puppy is simply sleepy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You should make any sale contingent on a veterinary exam performed 
within three days. The veterinarian will listen to the heart, test for para-
sites, and check for more obvious breed-specific problems that may be 
detectable at that age.
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Crate Training 101
Crate training takes advantage of your dog’s natural instincts as a den 
animal. A wild dog’s den is their home—a place to sleep, hide from 
danger and raise a family. The crate becomes your dog’s den, where 
they can find comfort and solitude while you know they’re safe and se-
cure (and not shredding your house while you’re out running errands).

The primary use for a crate is house-training, because dogs don’t like 
to soil their dens. The crate can limit access to the rest of the house 
while they learn other rules, like not to chew on furniture. Crates are 
also a safe way to transport your dog in the car.

Crating Caution

A crate is not a magical solution to common canine behavior. If not 
used correctly, a dog can feel trapped and frustrated.

•	 Never use the crate as a punishment. Your dog will come to fear it 
and refuse to enter. 

•	 Don’t leave your dog in the crate too long. A dog that’s crated all 
day and night doesn’t get enough exercise or human interaction 
and can become depressed or anxious. You may have to change 
your schedule, hire a pet sitter or take your dog to a daycare facil-
ity to reduce the amount of time they spend in their crate each 
day. 

•	 Puppies under six months of age shouldn’t stay in a crate for 
more than three or four hours at a time. They can’t control their 
bladders and bowels for that long. The same goes for adult dogs 
being house-trained. Physically, an older dog can hold it, but they 
don’t know they’re supposed to. 

•	 Crate your dog only until you can trust them not to destroy the 
house. After that, it should be a place they go voluntarily.

Your dog’s crate should be just large enough for them to stand up 
and turn around in. If your dog is still growing, choose a crate size that 
will accommodate their adult size. Block off the excess crate space so 
your dog can’t eliminate at one end and retreat to the other. Your local 
animal shelter may rent out crates. By renting, you can trade up to the 
appropriate size for your puppy until they reach adult size, when you 
can invest in a permanent crate.

The Training Process

Crate training can take days or weeks, depending on your dog’s age, 
temperament and past experiences. It’s important to keep two things 
in mind while crate training: The crate should always be associated 
with something pleasant and training should take place in a series of 
small steps. Don’t go too fast.

Step 1: Introduce Your Dog To The Crate

Place the crate in an area of your house where the family spends a 
lot of time, such as the family room. Put a soft blanket or towel in 
the crate. Take the door off and let the dog explore the crate at their 
leisure. Some dogs will be naturally curious and start sleeping in the 
crate right away. If yours isn’t one of them:

•	 Bring them over to the crate and talk to them in a happy tone 
of voice. Make sure the crate door is open and secured so that it 
won’t hit your dog and frighten them. 

•	 Encourage your dog to enter the crate by dropping some small 
food treats nearby, then just inside the door, and finally, all the 
way inside the crate. If they refuse to go all the way in at first, 
that’s OK; don’t force them to enter. 

•	 Continue tossing treats into the crate until your dog will walk 
calmly all the way into the crate to get the food. If they aren’t 
interested in treats, try tossing a favorite toy in the crate. This step 
may take a few minutes or as long as several days.

A crate may be your dog’s den, but just as 
you would not spend your entire life in one 

room of your home, your dog should not 
spend most of their time in their crate.

Crate Selection

Several types of crates are available:

•	 Plastic (often called “flight kennels”) 

•	 Fabric on a collapsible, rigid frame 

•	 Collapsible, metal pens

Crates come in different sizes and can be purchased at most pet  
supply stores or pet supply catalogs.

Step 2: Feed Your Dog Meals In The Crate

After introducing your dog to the crate, begin feeding them their 
regular meals near the crate. This will create a pleasant association 
with the crate.

•	 If your dog is readily entering the crate when you begin Step 2, 
place the food dish all the way at the back of the crate. 

•	 If they remain reluctant to enter, put the dish only as far inside 
as they will readily go without becoming fearful or anxious. Each 
time you feed them, place the dish a little further back in the 
crate. 

•	 Once your dog is standing comfortably in the crate to eat their 
meal, you can close the door while they’re eating. The first time 
you do this, open the door as soon as they finish their meal. With 
each successive feeding, leave the door closed a few minutes 
longer, until they’re staying in the crate for 10 minutes or so after 
eating.
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Step 4, Part B: Crate Your Dog At Night

Put your dog in the crate using your regular command and a treat. 
Initially, it may be a good idea to put the crate in your bedroom or 
nearby in a hallway, especially if you have a puppy. Puppies often 
need to go outside to eliminate during the night, and you’ll want to 
be able to hear your puppy when they whine to be let outside. Older 
dogs, too, should initially be kept nearby so they don’t associate the 
crate with social isolation.

Once your dog is sleeping comfortably through the night with the 
crate near you, you can begin to gradually move it to the location you 
prefer, although time spent with your dog—even sleep time—is a 
chance to strengthen the bond between you and your pet.

Once your dog is sleeping comfortably through the night with his 
crate near you, you can begin to gradually move it to the location you 
prefer, although time spent with your dog—even sleep time—is a 
chance to strengthen the bond between you and your pet.

Potential Problems

Whining. If your dog whines or cries while in the crate at night, it may 
be difficult to decide whether they’re whining to be let out of the 
crate, or whether they need to be let outside to eliminate. If you’ve 
followed the training procedures outlined above, then your dog hasn’t 
been rewarded for whining in the past by being released from their 
crate. If that is the case, try to ignore the whining. If your dog is just 
testing you, they’ll probably stop whining soon. Yelling at them or 
pounding on the crate will only make things worse.

If the whining continues after you’ve ignored them for several min-
utes, use the phrase they associate with going outside to eliminate. 
If they respond and become excited, take them outside. This should 
be a trip with a purpose, not play time. If you’re convinced that your 
dog doesn’t need to eliminate, the best response is to ignore them 
until they stop whining. Don’t give in; if you do, you’ll teach your dog 
to whine loud and long to get what they want. If you’ve progressed 
gradually through the training steps and haven’t done too much too 
fast, you’ll be less likely to encounter this problem. If the problem 
becomes unmanageable, you may need to start the crate training 
process over again.

Separation anxiety. Attempting to use the crate as a remedy for 
separation anxiety won’t solve the problem. A crate may prevent your 
dog from being destructive, but they may get injured in an attempt 
to escape. Separation anxiety problems can only be resolved with 
counter-conditioning and desensitization procedures. You may want 
to consult a professional animal-behavior specialist for help.

•	 If they begin to whine to be let out, you may have increased the 
length of time too quickly. Next time, try leaving them in the 
crate for a shorter time period. If they do whine or cry in the crate, 
don’t let them out until they stop. Otherwise, they’ll learn that the 
way to get out of the crate is to whine, so they’ll keep doing it. 

Step 3: Practice With Longer Crating Periods

After your dog is eating their regular meals in the crate with no sign 
of fear or anxiety, you can confine them there for short time periods 
while you’re home.

•	 Call them over to the crate and give them a treat. 

•	 Give them a command to enter, such as “kennel.” Encourage them 
by pointing to the inside of the crate with a treat in your hand. 

•	 After your dog enters the crate, praise them, give them the treat, 
and close the door. 

•	 Sit quietly near the 
crate for five to ten 
minutes, and then go 
into another room for a 
few minutes. Return, sit 
quietly again for a short 
time, and then let them 
out of the crate. 

•	 Repeat this process 
several times a day, 
gradually increasing 
the length of time you 
leave them in the crate 
and the length of time 
you’re out of sight. 

•	 Once your dog will stay quietly in the crate for about 30 minutes 
with you mostly out of sight, you can begin leaving them crated 
when you’re gone for short time periods and/or letting them 
sleep there at night. This may take several days or weeks.

Step 4, Part A: Crate Your Dog When You Leave

After your dog can spend about 30 minutes in the crate without be-
coming anxious or afraid, you can begin leaving them crated for short 
periods when you leave the house.

•	 Put them in the crate using your regular command and a treat. 
You might also want to leave them with a few safe toys in the 
crate. 

•	 Vary the moment during your “getting ready to leave” routine that 
you put your dog in the crate. Although they shouldn’t be crated 
for a long time before you leave, you can crate them anywhere 
from five to 20 minutes prior to leaving.    

•	 Don’t make your departures emotional and prolonged—they 
should be matter-of-fact. Praise your dog briefly, give them a 
treat for entering the crate, and then leave quietly.

When you return home, don’t reward your dog for excited behavior by 
responding to them in an enthusiastic way. Keep arrivals low-key to 
avoid increasing their anxiety over when you will return. Continue to 
crate your dog for short periods from time to time when you’re home 
so they doesn’t associate crating with being left alone.
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Barking Dogs In Hotel Rooms: 
The True Cost & Tips For A Quiet Stay

If you do need to leave your pet alone in a hotel room, here are some 
steps you can take take to avoid problems:

•	 Be sure the hotel’s pet policy allows you to leave pets unattend-
ed, and take note of any limitations on the length of time pets 
may be alone.

•	 Do not leave your pets alone until they’ve acclimated to the 
hotel room. Taking your dog to a place he doesn’t recognize and 
promptly leaving him is a sure-fire way to induce a panic attack. 
You’ll need to establish the hotel room as “home” in your dog’s 
mind, so he understands that when you leave, you’ll be right 
back. That can take varying amounts of time for different dogs – 
Ty and Buster usually make the connection after we’ve slept there 
one night.

•	 If the hotel offers the option, consider upgrading to a two-room 
suite. We recently stayed in a hotel room that had a bedroom 
and living room. When we left the dogs, we got them settled in 
the bedroom and closed the door. With the living room between 
them and the hallway, they couldn’t hear any noise from people 
passing by.

•	 Keep the time you’re away as short as possible. Go downstairs for 
something to eat, run errands to places that don’t allow pets, or 
attend a quick meeting – but when you’re finished, get back to 
your pup as quickly as possible.

•	 Bring the things that make your dog comfortable, like his bed or 
crate. For dogs that are used to sleeping in a crate, you can also 
consider covering it with a blanket from home to help him stay 
calm.

•	 Tired dogs are less likely to create a ruckus, so be sure your dog 
has a nice, long walk with plenty of opportunities to relieve him-
self before you go out.

•	 Pack something extra-special to keep him busy while he’s alone. 
Whether it’s a toy stuffed with food and then frozen to last longer, 
or a puzzle that requires your dog to work to get the treats out – 
if he’s entertained, he’ll be less likely to bark.

•	 Turn on something that helps your dog relax. Find a classical 
music station on the radio or television, or get music specifically 
composed to reduce anxiety in pets from Through A Dog’s Ear, 
and leave it playing quietly to help cover any noises that might 
trigger barking.

•	 Even though the hotel probably collected your contact informa-
tion when you checked in, stop by the front desk every time you 
leave your pet, to make sure the staff on duty has your cell phone 
number. And if you need to turn your ringer off, leave your phone 
on vibrate mode so that you can always be reached.

•	 Every dog can have a bad day, so if the hotel has to notify you 
that your pup is missing you loudly, apologize, return to the hotel 
immediately, and don’t leave your dog unattended again for the 
rest of your stay.

Staying in hotels with our pets is a privilege, and I hope by remember-
ing that we can avoid any more hotels from revoking their pet friendly 
policy. 

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
gopetfriendly.com

No one wants to be that dog owner … the one who leaves their pooch 
alone in a hotel room, and finds out later that the poor pup barked in-
cessantly the whole time. Not only is it heartbreaking to think of your 
dog being that upset, it’s embarrassing to know that you’re respon-
sible for disturbing other guests, and it could be expensive if the hotel 
asks you and your dog to leave.

The real cost, though, could affect the entire pet travel community. 
Hotels are choosing to stop welcoming canine guests, due to prob-
lems with barking dogs. Recently a hotel manager contacted me to 
remove his hotel listing from the GoPetFriendly.com website. When 
I asked why they decided to stop being pet friendly, this was his 
response:

I’m the first to rail against “unreasonable” pet fees, but I have to admit, 
I hadn’t considered the hotel’s expense to reimburse guests disturbed 
by barking dogs. And, while I’ve never been told that Ty and Buster 
have caused a commotion in a hotel, the cost of the dogs that do is 
undoubtedly being spread across all pet travelers – if the hotel decide 
to remain pet friendly at all.

So, what can we, as responsible pet travelers, do to be sure that we’re 
not one of the bad apples spoiling the fun for everyone else? Here are 
some tips to be sure that your next hotel stay is pleasant for everyone.

Tips for Keeping Dogs Quiet in Hotel Rooms

Before you begin traveling together, you’ll need a good understand-
ing of your dog and his limitations. It’s our job to keep our dogs out of 
situations they’re not going to handle well – so if your dog barks a lot 
at home, a hotel is probably not the right accommodation choice for 
you. Consider staying in a rental property, bed and breakfast, cabin, 
or with family or friends – somewhere quieter, or with people that he 
knows who can keep him company.

Once you’ve decided that your dog has the skills to do well in a hotel, 
you can avoid any chance that he’ll disturb others by not leaving him 
alone. Sitting by himself all day in a unfamiliar place, that smells like 
strangers, and has unusual noises coming from the hall can’t be fun 
for any dog. Instead, plan activities where your pup can join you, use 
room service or take-out for your meals, and have friends gather at 
your hotel rather than going out to meet them. Or hire a pet sitter to 
stay with him while you’re out – the front desk may even have a list of 
local pet sitters they recommend.

[Being pet friendly…] has cost us too much in guest satisfaction 
and in room rebates to other guests disturbed by barking dogs.  

It is unfortunate because there are a lot of responsible pet owners, 
but the irresponsible ones have become too much for us to bear.  

We have pet owners sign our policy and provide contact information, 
but if we need to inform them of their pet’s behavior,  

they get upset with us when they have to leave dinner 
or their entertainment venue to quiet down their pet. 

This happens more often than we would like, 
obviously, and it’s pushed us to the brink.

by Amy Burkert
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Benayr Johnny Come Lately
CH Temora Redi When You Are
CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision 
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Araluen’s Gamblers Delight - Let’s Get Lucky

1
2
3
3
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                    Jan 1, 2017 to July 31, 2017

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Temora Say It With Bacon
CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
CH Temora Redi When You Are    
CH Aka Inu Corrado
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
CH Bluquo’s Saturday Night Special
CH Benayr Nick Of Time
CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack
CH Dunham Lake Moon Dreams
CH Blue Moon Boston Pops

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10)
-Starting from October 13, 2016 up to July 31, 2017

1
2
3
4
4
6
7
7
9
9

CH Bluquo s Saturday Night Special
CH The Farm s Fine Whine And Spirits
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
CH Redhawk Redsky Legend Of Flyboy
CH Samabel Diamonds And Rust
CH Samabel Lucy s Dark Magic
CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya
CH Benayr Nick Of Time
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues               
                

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2

MACH5 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB2 MJG2
MACH ABQ Kacy Christhill MXS MJG XF
 

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)
1
2

CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX3 OM4 GN GO 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UD RAE THDA CGCA 

GCHS
GCH 
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCHG 
GCH 
GCHS 
GCH 
GCH 
GCH 

GCHS
GCHG 
GCHB
GCH 
GCH 
GCH 
GCHS 
GCH 
GCH 
GCHS

GCH
GCHS

GCHS

GCH
GCHB

GCHS
GCH
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

May 2017 to June 2017

May 2017
 
CHAMPION
CH Aka Inu Withcblade red Sonya 
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti & Marsha Gray & Shari Boyd Carusi
Owner: Dana Dean
CH Aristas Hanky Panky
Breeder: Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
CH Shastakin Flying Swifter
Breeder: Zoe Van Wyck De Ropp & Esther Krom
Owner: Zoe Van Wyck De Ropp
CH Tidewalker Sea Breeze
Breeder: Caren Holtby
Owner: Mauri Porter & Caren Holtby
GRAND CHAMPION  
GCH CH Temora Rhythm And Blues 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Nancy Tibbett 
PREFERRED UTILITY DOG
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX PUTD BN GO
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
COMPANION DOG
CH Zantoka Morning Truffle CD BN RN 
Breeder: Mary Freeman 
Owner: Mary Freeman
TRICK DOG ADVANCED 
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA CGCU TKA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon 
Dunham Lake Maid in Wisconsin CD BN RA TKA
Breeder:  E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Muriel McMullen
RALLY ADVANCED
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RA ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Northern Lights Artic Trouble RA ACT2
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & James Wilson & Molly Wilson 
MASTER GOLD JUMPER 2
MACH5 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB2 MJB2
Breeder: Heather Rife & Susan Holsinger
Owner: Nancy Wentworth
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN URBAN
CH BLue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ in Phoenix CDX BN RAE GCGU 
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits 
Owner: Celeste Platte
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA CGCU
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon
TRICK DOG INTERMEDIATE
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA CGCU TKI
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon

TRICK DOG PERFORMER
Dunham Lake Maid in Wisconsin CD BN RA TKP
Breeder:  E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Muriel McMullen
BEGINNER NOVICE
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA 
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon
FARM DOG CERTIFIED
Tapa’s Dragonfly FDC
Breeder:  Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
Owner: Jenny Anglen & David Anglen
COURSING ABILITY
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RE CA
Breeder:  Lisa Weaver
Owner: Dana Dean
TRICK DOG NOVICE
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA  CGCU TKN
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon

June 2017

CHAMPION
CH Blue Moon And Ryba’s Anna Bananna
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
CH Dreamtime’s Sweet Treat
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
CH Outbackred’s Formidable Force
Breeder: Dori Anderson & Alan Anderson
Owner: Dori Anderson & Alan Anderson 
CH Temora High Voltage
Breeder: Jose Franceschi & Julie Seaton
Owner: Jacqueline Johnson & Julie Seaton
CH Temora Remember Me
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Julie Seaton & Leanne Boote
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Araluen’s Hot To Trot - My Sharona
Breeder:  Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
Owner: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Bluquo’s Satruday Night Special
Breeder:  Rita Farmer
Owner: Susan Mason & Rita Farmer
GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE 
GCHB CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA RATN
Breeder:  Sue Bachman & Teresa Shreeder
Owner: Barbel Post
COMPANION DOG
GCH CH The Farm’s Spirit Walker’s Grace CD RN CGC
Breeder:  Sheila Dunn
Owner: Diana Wilkie & Michelle Bell
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June 2017
 
OPEN AGILITY
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN OA NAJ CGC
Breeder: Eva Campbell
Owner: Nancy Wentworth 
TRICK DOG PERFORMER 
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak BN RE CGCA CGCU TKP
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: R McCaulley & T Goiffon & E Goiffon
COURSING ABILITY EXCELLENT
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CAX RATN CGC
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
AGILITY EXCELLENT PREFERRED
Dunham Lake Over The Moon NA NAJ AXP AJP
Breeder:  E Goiffon & T Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Emily Moon
PREFERRED COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX PUTD BN GO 
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti 
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RE CA CGC 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver 
Owner: Dana Dean
Trick Dog Novice
CH Johmanda’s Scooby Doo For Arista RN CA TKN 
Breeder: Kim Floyd 
Owner: Pamela Levy & Shahntae Martinez 

With so many dog products on the market, you may wonder what’s essen-
tial and what you can do without. For example, do dogs really need their 
very own dog shampoo? Why can’t you just use human shampoo on your 
dog? The short answer is, don’t. And here are some reasons why.
 
Acidity and Alkalinity: The Ph Balance
Dogs’ skin and human skin have very different Ph balances. Skin has 
a thin layer called the acid mantle, which protects the topmost layer 
of the skin, the stratum corneum, from contaminants such as viruses 
and bacteria. It also keeps the body hydrated by absorbing water and 
reducing evaporation. When we bathe, the acid mantle is washed 
away. To counter this, most soaps and shampoos have ingredients that 
moisturize and protect the skin until the acid mantle renews itself. In 
order for the acid mantle to do its job, the proper balance of acidity 
and alkalinity is crucial. This is called the Ph balance.

Human skin has a normal Ph balance of 5.5-5.6, which is on the acidic 
side. Dogs, on the other hand, have a normal Ph balance of 6.2-7.4, 
which is more neutral. Using a human shampoo on dogs disrupts the 
acid mantle, leaving your dog vulnerable to parasites, viruses, and 
bacteria. It also makes his skin feel dry and flaky, which can lead to 
repeated scratching and abrasions. This makes it easy for bacteria to 
invade.

Who Has More Sensitive Skin?
Dog’s skin is actually more sensitive than ours; we have 10-15 layers of 
skin cells, canines have only 3-5. Shampoo with the wrong Ph balance 
and/or harsh chemicals can irritate a dog’s skin and strip away the 
protective oils from his coat and skin.

So, without that crucial acid mantle, dogs are left open to a host of 
unpleasant and possibly dangerous conditions, ranging from dry flaky 
skin, rashes, and itching to infections.

 
But What if it’s a Dog-Washing Emergency?
It’s 9 p.m. on a Sunday, your dog has just rolled in something disgust-
ing, and you have no dog shampoo on hand. Can you, in this case, 
bathe your dog with human shampoo? Of course. Acidity, or Ph bal-
ance, varies among breeds, and your dog may have more acidic skin 
than other dogs. Frequency of use also affects reactions; if this is a 
once-in-a blue-moon thing, your dog will likely be perfectly fine.

Today, many human shampoos are made from gentle, natural ingre-
dients. If your own shampoo includes ingredients such as tea tree oil, 
aloe vera, or natural colloidal oatmeal, it’s less likely to do damage to 
your dog’s skin than a shampoo filled with chemicals.

But the best plan of all is to stock dog shampoo the same way you do 
other household staples, so that you’ll never be tempted to substi-
tute your salon formula for the dog shampoo that’s just right for your 
canine pal.

One important last note: apart from the choice of shampoo, the most 
important part of the bathing process is the rinse. It should take much 
longer to rinse your dog than to lather him up. A thorough rinse will 
remove all traces of shampoo and keep your dog’s skin clear and 
clean.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
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Can You Use Human 
Shampoo on Dogs?

By Jan Reisen
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 2018 Calendar COVER CONTEST is closed with some excellent entries! 

 2018 Calendar                         ___________copies X  $_______  = $_______________ 
 Reserved Calendar page        ___________Page    X  $  50           = $ _______________ 
                         TOTAL = $ _______________ 

Send payment and your mailing address to: 
Grace Massey, 4343 Mallard Dr, Gloucester, VA 23061 

Make checks out to ATCA with the notation, 2018 Calendar 
 

OR – Purchase from the Australian Terrier Store at   www.australianterrier.org 
 

★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★     ★       

Calendars expected to be shipped in November 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
                  US & Canada  All Other Countries 

1 Calendar  $18.00   $23.00 
2 Calendars  $35.00   $40.00 
3 Calendars  $51.75   $56.75 
4 Calendars  $68.00   $73.00 Save $1 each 

PRE_ORDER --- same prices as 2016 Calendar!! 

2018 CALENDAR 

Pre-Order 2018 Calendar 

(2017 Calendar Cover Winner) 

2018 Winner 
will be announced 

in November. 





The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org


