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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

This issue’s message deals with a topic many of us 
have thought about in terms of our own lives and 
circumstances: succession planning. We often think 
about succession planning in terms of our work life, 
imparting our corporate knowledge and history to 
those who will come after us and developing the 

talents and abilities of those we feel will best pick up the torch in our 
place. This is similar but not quite what I am speaking about. Here, I 
mean succession planning in both a global and more specific sense in 
terms of Australian Terriers, The Australian Terrier Club of America and 
the sport of purebred dogs, both in conformation and for our dogs in 
performance and field events.

We all know we are at a crossroads in terms of where our sport is go-
ing and the future of purebred dogs in light of the barrage of attacks 
by animal rights extremists who appear to want the imminent demise 
of our organized sports and perhaps, pets in general. We do what we 
can, and I am appreciative of those among us who take the time to 
alert us to damaging legislation (with perhaps unintended conse-
quences) and those who actively fight these negative efforts.  In some 
circles, somehow it seems to have become a sin to own a purebred 
dog.  Hopefully, this, too, will pass if a positive message of the benefits 
of our dogs gets through to the public. 

Assuming we are able to surmount these challenges and continue 
enjoying our sport and our dogs as we always have, I want to bring 
your attention succession planning and the ATCA. The future of our 
club is in your hands. I know that many of you want to involved and 
I want to hear from you. Maybe you don’t have time now to become 
involved, but want to assist and learn for the future. Don’t be afraid to 
say so!  Ask to assist only. You may not be ready to take over a function 
or committee.  Just learn so that in the future, you may be able to vol-
unteer more. If many of you learn a little bit at a time, you will be much 
appreciated and you will play a role in ensuring the club’s future.

On to the future of Australian Terriers and my main message. Many 
of us enjoy breeding and showing our dogs; many enjoy obtaining 
sound and good-quality dogs for performance and field events. While 
we all want to win, winning should not be our only goal in produc-
ing our next litter. We also share a responsibility to be mindful of our 
most important goal: that of improving the breed in accordance to the 
breed standard and preserving the heritage that makes Aussies what 
they are. To that end, we should all improve our knowledge, no matter 
how many years of experience we have. Reviewing the standard and 
club materials periodically is a good refresher. The AKC breed video, 
now available as a DVD, was the result of tremendous amount of club 
member time and effort, as well as AKC judges who consulted, and 
is a comprehensive look at the standard. It contains several iconic 
examples of the breed that we were lucky to have available to learn 
from. This can be reviewed to refresh and inspire us to improve in the 
future. 

Learning about other breeds and making comparisons to train your 
eye is a good exercise. Is there a seminar locally you might attend? 
Just watching other breed rings is so informative. We are looking to 
improve and increase educated participation in our breed pre-
sentations. When you keep educating yourself, you will be able to 
breed better dogs and help educate others. Keep in mind the good 
of the breed in your observations, not just what dogs we think 
we can give us a win. The more we ourselves become educated 
and in turn educate others, the more likely correct dogs will be 
recognized. Even those who do not breed but want a good, sound 
performance dog can certainly benefit from knowing what to look 
for. And what about our future judges?  Yes, I mean us. Who among 
us is preparing to become our future breeder-judges?  We need to 
prepare for the future, prepare to adjudicate and shape the breed’s 
future. As someone who has judged many matches and done both 
Australian Terrier and Irish Terrier sweepstakes, I do know how hard 
it is. Judging is not for everyone and it is a great responsibility; but 
for those who do want to step into those shoes, the breed needs 
your wisdom, knowledge, integrity and passion. 

Succession planning:  It means so much for our breed and we all 
need to think about it.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Darlene Evans 

AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB BOARD MEETING  
(teleconference) – March 25, 2013

Meeting was called to order at 5:35pm PDT by the President Alexa 
Samarotto.

Members of the Board in attendance: Teresa Schreeder, Tamara 
Gaudet, Thalia Rott, Jeanne Popovits, Alexa Samarotto, Gerald Walsh, 
Kreg Hill, Kerrie Bryan, Darlene Evans, Grace Cartwright, Sandra 
Weigle, Darlene Evans, Mike Palazzo and Eva Campbell . William Chris-
tensen, Delegate, was also in attendance.

1. Notified members that were voted in and sent packet to them
2. Sent emails to all Committee heads thanking them for their 

report and included action items and or approvals Submitted 
Board and Membership minutes to the Talkabout for publication

3. Sent notes to all parties who submitted reports to the Annual 
Board Meeting thanking them as well as letting them know what 
was discussed.  If action was required, advised them and advised 
due dates.

4. Sent sympathy card to Scotty McPherson for the loss of Joyce.
5. Sent Letter to Mary Mead advising of her Lifetime Membership 

award. – see attachment (PDF file only).
6. Sent welcoming letters, membership booklet, Bylaws and mem-

bership pin to the 3 new members who were voted in.
7. Sent note to Mike P. requesting the AKC be notified of Officers, 

membership listing, and Sportsmanship – All actions done or not 
required at this time.

8. Sent follow-up to all Committee Heads asking for updates – see 
below.

9. Distributed copy of updated letterhead to Officers and Board. 

Committee Updates
1.  Historian – Carol S. -- I can report as Historian that I have recd the 

disk of 2013 Specialty photos from the NL Editor, Julie Seaton, 
and will be sharing them with the webmaster as well as the 
Archive Storage and Preservation Committee, but not before 
March 25.

2. Judges Education Committee – Jane T. – Is aware of the April 1 
deadline request and has requested this date to be changed to 
June 1.

3. Futurity – Teresa S & Jeanne P. -- Will have update by June 1.
4. Archival Committee – Darlene E & Sue B – archives have been 

transported to an offsite location and are now accessible to the 
ATCA Board and other committees. We would recommend that 
AKC Gazette Editor and Talkabout Editor also be given access to 
these files.

5. Stores Chair – Susan S. – Nothing to report since Jan.  Store is 
always receptive to new merchandise  ideas that  ATCA can afford 
to buy and does not compete with the on line retailers.

6. Awards Committee – Susan S. -- The Awards Committee is aware 
of the May 1 deadline for revisions to the Versatility Awards. I 
have already spoken with Julie about seeing that reminder of all 
the awards available to members will appear in at least one issue 
of the Newsletter each year with a quarterly reminder update.

Action Items for Discussion:
1. Committee Heads Approval -- Alexa S. – see attachment 1. Mo-

tion was made by Grace C. and seconded by Sandra W. to accept 
the Committee Heads as presented in attachment 1. Motion 
carried.

2. Budget Approval – Kreg H. – see attachment 2. First motion was 
made by Kreg H. and seconded by Kerrie B. to modify the Judges 
Education from $4000 to $3000 for 2013. Motion carried. Another 
motion was made by Kreg H. and seconded by Sandra W. to 
accept the proposed budget as amended. Motion carried Kreg 
to supply updated budget for publication, reflecting income of 
$18,400 and expenses of $17,200 with a net increase of $1,200.

3. AusTTrust – Kreg H. Approval needed to fund the cost of the 
Education Speaker, Dr. Graves. Motion was made by Kerrie B and 
seconded by Jeanne P. to allow for the transfer of $1,000 from 
the AusTTrust to ATCA for the honorarium of Dr. Thomas Graves, 
Education Speaker at the ATCA National 2013. Motion carried.

4. Canine Health Foundation Renewal – Kreg H – Approval request-
ed for $200 - attachment 4. Board supports the continuation but 
no approval was required. This was for information only.

5. Rescue Request – D. Evans - Request by Rescue as to which 
organization should investigate if a statement is made regarding 
an ATCA member. Discussion followed: outcome is that ATR must 
receive the complaint in writing and then it can be forwarded to 
the ATCA Board. Further discussion will take place in the future. 
Darlene E. requested Sandra W. to supply her recommendations.

6. Archival Committee – Darlene E & Sue B -- Who should have 
access to the archive data. We recommend the following: ATCA 
Board, Talkabout Editor, Web Master and AKC Gazette writer as a 
min. A motion was made by Sandra W. and seconded by Alexa S 
to allow the ATCA Board, Talkabout Editor, Web Master, Historian, 
and the AKC Gazette writer to have access. Motion carried. Sug-
gestion was made to allow all ATCA members but felt that this 
should be reviewed first.

7. ATCA Obedience/Rally Trial License– Kreg H. – Would like ap-
proval to use ATCA’s license with Desert Empire 2014. Motion was 
made by Kerrie B. and seconded by Sandra W. to allow Desert 
Empire to use ATCA’s AKC license for 2014. Motion carried.

8. Advertising in the Talkabout – Sandra W. – It was determined that 
the proposal needs more development. Sandra W. asked every-
one to send their ideas to her.

9. We also agreed to modify Jane’s deadline date of April 1 to June 
1, as per her request as things are still developing.

Before the close of the meeting, Alexa thanked everyone for their 
inputs and the Committees for their updates. Meeting adjourned at 
7pm PDT.

ATCA COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2013
Archives Preservation and Database – Darlene Evans & Sue Bachman 
– 2 year appointment – 2nd year
Auction Chair – 2014 – still open
Awards Committee – to include Versatility and AKC Sportsmanship 
Awards – Susan Saulvester, 2 year appointment – Committee to be 
named later. – 2013 and 2014
Calendar Chair – Darlene Evans – 2 year appointment – 2nd year
Gazette Columnist – Grace Cartwight – 2 year appointment – 2nd 
year
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Health Committee Chair – Teresa Schreeder – 2 year appointment – 
2013 and 2014
Historian – Carol Sazama – 2 year appointment – 2013 and 2014
Legislative Liaison – Kerrie Bryan – 2 year appointment – 2013 and 
2014
Members Education Chair – Ann Roach & Carol Sazama – Responsible 
for Education Day at the 2014 National Specialty
Register of Merit Coordinator – Mike and Kendall Liga – 2 year ap-
pointment - 2013 and 2014
Supported Entry, Awards of Merit and Mae Roo Trophies Chair – 
Alexa Samarotto – 2 year appointment – 2013 and 2014
Talkabout Editor – Julie Seaton – 2 year appointment – 2nd year
Webmaster – Kerrie Bryan – 2 year appointment – 2013 and 2014
Membership and Mentoring Chair – Sandra Weigle – 2 year appoint-
ment – 2013 and 2014
Breeder Referral/Public Education – Sandra Weigle – 2 year appoint-
ment – 2013 and 2014
Judges Education – Jane Tenor – 2 year appointment – 2nd year
National Specialty Planning Coordinator – Ida Ellen Weinstock – 2 
year appointment – 2nd year

Australian Terrier Club of America Budget 2013 

                                                      

Total Income                              14870   18400

Total Expenses                        13700     16200

Profit/Loss (-$1,170) $2,200
*Estimate
** per Calendar Chairman
*** per Talkabout Editor

Kreg B. Hill
ATCA, Treasurer
April 1, 2013

Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
BALLOT #3 – APRIL 30, 2013
Ballot 3 Dated April 30, 2013 requesting the approval of 3 ATCA appli-
cants was generated and all 3 were accepted into ATCA membership 
on May 9th. The three new members are:

Claudette Earl
5322 Tacoma Common
Fremont, CA 94555
650-520-4323
Claudette0420@gmail.com

Patricia Goshorn
11201 County Road 10
Montpelier, OH 43543
419-485-5007
pgoshorn@yahoo.com

Zane Smith
334 Estancia Lane
Boerne, TX 78006
830-388-1920 (work) 
beneco@citlink.net

One of the new things we are starting is an  
introduction of new members. If you receive a  

note asking you for an introduction,  
please respond, we want to get to know you!

I have been owned by an Aussie since 2002. My current companion 
is Rusty (Dreamtime Hocus Pocus), a 2 year old  red male who I plan 
to show in obedience and rally. I also want him to be a therapy dog 
to visit nursing homes. I am a widow with 3 grown children and am 
retiring June 1st. I look forward to having more time to devote to dog 
training and other hobbies. I am using Karen Pryor’s clicker methods 
and am amazed at how well they work. I would like to correspond 
with any members who are into obedience. I am thrilled to be a new 
member of ATCA!
 - Patricia Goshorn

Editor Correction, Issue 1, 2013 
The inside cover of the online addition only should correctly state that
GCH ABQ San Isifro Christhill was the #1 Breed Australian Terrier 2012, 
not the #1 All-Breed Australian Terrier.

2012
600
1400
850
6100 
4200
300  
1100
120
200 

2013
800* 
1800
850
6100
4500**
300
1300***
150
200
2400

Income                                                          
ATCA Store                                              
AusTTrust                                                   
Breeder Directory                                     
Membership Dues                              
Calendar                                              
Meet the Breed NY                                
Talkabout Subscriptions                 
Purina                                                               
Supported GWT                                       
2013 Specialty  

Expenses                                                         
Administrative 
Delegate Expense 
Calendar Expense
Judges Education 
Public Education 
Health 
Insurance 
PayPal Fees
Talkabout 
Trophies Eukanuba 
Historian
ROM

2100
2000
4000
3000
250
50
2000
200
1700
200
300

2100
2000
3000
3000
1600
100
2000
350
1300
200
300
250
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
1. They didn’t tell you that no other organization does more to 

protect dogs than the AKC and that “being the dog’s champion” 
means, among other things, donating more than $24 million to 
canine health research, conducting kennel inspections, and offer-
ing more educational programs for responsible dog owners than 
any other organization.  

2. They didn’t tell you that when an AKC inspector finds substan-
dard kennel conditions they must immediately report it to the 
appropriate federal, state and local authorities to take action.  

3. They didn’t tell you that, in many instances, the highly publicized 
raids for which animal rights groups take credit in the media have 
come about as a direct result of AKC’s reporting to law enforce-
ment. 

4. They didn’t tell you that, as we explained to Jeff Rossen and his 
producers numerous times, there are no “AKC Registered Opera-
tions” or “AKC Registered Breeders” and that breeders use AKC 
services voluntarily.  

5. They didn’t tell you that less than 5% of AKC’s registration 
revenue comes from commercial breeders or that the AKC is a 
not-for-profit organization whose total revenues are less than the 
total marketing budget of the HSUS.  

6. They didn’t tell you that AKC saw substandard breeders leave the 
registry in droves in the mid-1990’s when we instituted an inspec-
tions program. We did it anyway, even though it affected our bot-
tom line negatively, because it was the right thing to do for dogs. 
And, more breeders left when we began DNA testing.  

7. They didn’t tell you that when AKC has concerns with legislation, 
it publicly puts legislative alerts on its website where anyone can 
learn about how a bill may potentially affect responsible breeders 
and dog owners’ rights and not do anything to protect dogs.  

8. They didn’t tell you that AKC works to ensure the enforcement of 
cruelty and neglect laws, as well as the provisions of the federal 
Animal Welfare Act. As a result, AKC has a productive working re-
lationship with local animal controls, state and local law enforce-
ment, state departments of agriculture throughout the country, 
as well as the USDA.  

9. They didn’t tell you that AKC is well respected by lawmakers 
who consider us credible experts on dog issues, and rely on our 
thoughtful and considered advice when it comes to legislation 
that will impact dogs and their breeders and owners.  

10. They didn’t tell you that the purebred rescue groups they 
referenced are actually AKC breed parent club groups and affili-
ates that make up the largest dog rescue group network in the 
country.  

11. They didn’t tell you that The Today Show’s Natalie Morales made 
a TV public service announcement in conjunction with the Ad 
Council and the HSUS.

“Please send your comments directly to the Producer of the Today 
Show Don Nash don.nash@nbcuni.com and the President of NBC 
News Phil Griffin phil.griffin@nbcuni.com.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Mike Palazzo 

Second Quarter 2013

- Application for membership received from Carol Whitehead of  
Saskatchewan (CAN). Sponsors: Carol Arnold and Julie Seaton

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of The 
Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments regarding member-
ship applicants. Please send any related comments or inquiries to the 
Recording Secretary. After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant.

•	 Received two information queries in search of AT breeders. 
Advised first inquirer to check the breeder information webpage 
for ATCA breeders in, or nearby her state and referred second 
inquirer in search of specific information to ATCA Breeder Referral 
Chair for assistance.

•	 Received one inquiry regarding submission dates for 2014 Calen-
dar photo entries. Referred to ATCA Calendar Chair.

•	 Received a non-member request to have her Aussie litter listed 
on the breeder page of the ATCA web site. Advised inquirer that 
breeder page listings were reserved for Club members.

•	 Received AKC electronic correspondence announcing Maryland 
General Assembly passage of House Bill 1203 which requires 
insurers offering homeowner’s or renter’s insurance to provide 
new written notice at the time of application or policy renewal. 
If signed into law, insurers must state whether a policy denies 
coverage for a specific breed of dog and also supply applicants 
with a complete list of breeds excluded from coverage.

•	 Received AKC electronic announcement of the establishment of 
the AKC GoodDog! Helpline, a paid subscription service offer-
ing telephone support to new dog owners. Trainers to staff the 
phone lines and offer advice on teaching good manners and 
basic obedience as part of the AKC’s responsible dog ownership 
promotion. 

•	 Received AKC electronic notice of the establishment of AKC Dog 
Lovers, the official blog of the AKC at www.akcdoglovers.com 

•	 Received notice from the AKC regarding expected negative 
coverage on NBC’s Today Show, followed later by an eleven point 
rebuttal sent by the AKC to all Parent Clubs: 

 “The AKC is extremely disappointed that The Today Show was given 
all of the information below but chose not to include any of it in their 
segment this morning. We met with the producers for an hour prior 
to the taped interview — which also lasted nearly an hour — and we 
provided them with supporting documentation, and they chose only 
to include less than 1 minute of airtime for AKC. They disregarded 
important facts that should have been told. In fact, we requested to 
receive a copy of the tape of the entire, unedited interview with Jeff 
Rossen so that we could show you all of the information we gave 
them, but their lawyers refused to provide the footage to us.”

Here are some top facts that The Today Show didn’t tell you:

8                                                                                            

mailto:don.nash%40nbcuni.com%20?subject=don.nash%40nbcuni.com%20
mailto:phil.griffin%40nbcuni.com?subject=phil.griffin%40nbcuni.com
http://www.akcdoglovers.com



Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER     
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q1 2013    
     

Animal                                                                               Date       New / Update     CHIC #                Reg #                   Owner

LONGEVITY REPORT
CA- Lymphangiectasia  8yo
GA- Degenerative Disc Disease 5 ½ yo
NC- Pancreatitis 2 female’s age unknown
TX-Cancer (type unknown) 13 y o

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
AZ- DM 13 months
FL- Malignant Myeloma 14 y o
       Partial Retinal Detachment 
MD -Partial Retinal Degeneration
WI- Bladder stones, liver shunt 2 y o

RYBA’S ON A CLEAR DAY
RYBA’S CALL ME IRRESPONSIBLE
RYBA’S COCO CHANEL
RYBA’S NOTHING BUT BLUE SKIES
BLACK BACK FIREFLY
TEMORA RI DIERCC
RYBA’S A BIT RISQUE
RYBA’S A HINT OF SCANDAL
ARISTAS ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH

2/22/2013
2/22/2013
2/22/2013
2/22/2013
2/13/2013
3/19/2013
3/19/2013
3/19/2013
3/28/2013

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

74284
74285
74855
74856
86978
87685
87995
87996
88304

RN17651204
RN06732001
RN10417307
RN17651203
RN13068501
RN19568001
RN23346001
RN23346002
RN17767701

S. BACHMAN T. SCHREEDER
S. BACHMAN T. SCHREEDER
S. BACHMAN T. SCHREEDER
PAMELA LEVY
PAMELA C. LEVY
ZANE SMITH
S. BACHMAN T. SCHREEDER
S. BACHMAN T. SCHREEDER
PAMELA C. LEVY

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA Once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

DNA Clinic ATCA National 2013

The DNA samples collected for the DNA Clinic (9 samples) during and after Palm Springs have 
been sent into the AKC. The processing will take 6-8 weeks, thank you to all that participated.
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Letter from the Editor
You have to LOVE Facebook!  Well, maybe on occasion.......
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For those of you who are subscribers to Facebook, you will be 
noticing little ads that are cropping up here and there on the 
ATCA page.

Thanks to Sandra Weigle, the club has started a campaign to 
increase awareness of our beloved breed.

A photo of an Aussie and a quip are posted every 2-3 weeks  
on our Facebook page. We then pay a small fee to promote 
the ad. The response has been AMAZING!!

One nice thing about facebook is they do give you stats so 
you know if what you are paying for is working. Below is an 
example:

3/13/13 to 3/19/13:
Total Page Likes:  488 (up 2.09%)
Friends of Fans:  138,583 (up 1.04%)
People Talking about Page:  216 (up 1340%)
Weekly total reach:  3,921 (up 1023.5%)

THANK YOU to Sandra for doing such a wonderful job!

On the same note, one thing this editor noticed on Facebook 
was that when I went to the American Kennel Club page, they 
had not liked ONE PARENT BREED CLUB page. I sent them a 
private message and asked why all the Facebook breed clubs 
have ‘liked’ them, but they have not ‘liked’ any breed clubs?!

Whomever is handling Facebook replied that he was new to 
the task, thought it was a GREAT idea and within the day, I 
was noticing that he, (well I am assuming HE is a HE) started 
‘liking’ parent club breed pages. Of course, we were first! He 
also when doing a ‘breed of the day’ was providing links to 
not only the AKC page on the breed, but also the website of 
the breed and the Facebook page if they had one. 

With today’s dynamics, we ALL need to work together to 
support one another and our beloved dogs. This not only 
includes clubs and breeders, but AKC as well. Once again, 
positive action provides positive reaction.

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night 
and have a wonderful year!

Julie Seaton
Editor



REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
11-12 March 2013 Meetings

Newark, New Jersey

All-Breed Clubs Committee
There is an opt-in program by which all-breed clubs can elect to have 
those newly registering dogs provided with information about the lo-
cal all-breed clubs in their areas by e-mail.   New registrants are already 
provided with parent club information specific to their breed, which 
is mailed.  This is regarded as yet another way of reaching out to and 
engaging the general public.

A subcommittee has been working on the management of cancelled 
shows, and this information will be posted on the AKC web-site prior 
to the June meeting.  Cancellation clauses need to be included in 
contracts with hotels, caterers, security, vendors and judges.  Superin-
tendents should be including the AKC telephone hotline number for 
show cancellations and show cancellation information is also posted 
on the AKC web site.

The issue of “territories,” applying to all-breed clubs with regard to ex-
clusivity and regional parent clubs in terms of inclusivity, continues to 
arise and would appear to require new definitions and regulations.  A 
new AKC delegate committee is being formed to address these issues.

Exhibitors are reminded that the dogs’ call names and the owners’/
handlers’ cell phone telephone numbers should be left on all dog 
crates which are left unattended in grooming areas, especially over-
night.

Canine Health Committee
Most parent club delegates expressed great concern (in the Parent 
Clubs Committee) that they had effectively been prohibited from 
attending this meeting by an apparently inexplicable change in the 
meeting schedule whereby the Canine Health Committee and the 
Parents Club Committee meet simultaneously.  Furthermore, it was 
unclear who might be able to change this.

Parent Clubs Committee
There was extended discussion about the concept of “e-balloting” for 
breed club elections.  The conclusion was that state laws pertinent to 
corporate elections in the state of incorporation of the club needed to 
be consulted and followed.

Considerable distress was expressed by those parent clubs whose 
breeds are docked and/or cropped with regard to the issuance and 
subsequent withdrawal of invitations to Crufts issued to the Eukanuba 
winners.  It was suggested that the affected parent clubs request from 
AKC that the certificates inviting winners to Crufts not be available in 
their particular breed rings at Eukanauba so as to avoid offending the 
winners.

Coordinating Committee
The Bylaws Committee is working on an overhaul of the bylaws 
relative to governance.  The Nominating Committee is writing a new 
process to be followed by the chairman.   A proposal for e-balloting

is being developed.  Delegate eligibility is being made less restrictive.   
The Canine Health Committee requested strongly that their meeting 
time not be in conflict with the Parent Committee meeting.  More 
stringent health requirements may be coming to the Breeder of Merit 
program.  Currently there are 10,000 Breeders of Merit.  The Delegate 
Advocacy Committee expressed its concern over the cumbersome 
method of access to the Delegate Portal on the AKC web site.  The Dog 
Show Rules Committee supported the formation of a new committee 
to deal with “territory” issues.  Eligibility of judges to excuse a dog for 
lack of merit and other issues is being reviewed.  Consideration is be-
ing given to permit altered veterans to be shown at all-breed shows—
not just at independent specialties, as is the rule now.  The Parent Club 
Committee suggested that docked/cropped breed clubs request that 
Crufts certificates not be given for their breeds at Eukanuba, and the 
All-Breed Clubs Committee reinforced their support for the AKC opt-in 
program for newly registered dogs.

Delegates Meeting
The total for all event entries during 2012 was 3, 196, 468.  This rep-
resented a gain of 3.3% over 2011, and 488, 712 over the preceding 
decade.  Agility, representing 36% of all entries is the fasting growing 
area, up 11% over the past year.   In comparison to 2011, field trials 
were up by 1000 entries, herding trials up 1500 entries, confirmation 
up 4%, obedience up 5.5%, tracking up 5.5% and rally down 8.5%.   
Specialty shows were down by 3600 entries.

AKC revenues for 2012 were up $2.4 million over 2011 and expenses 
up $800, 000.  Return on investments increased to $9.2 million.  Net 
income was $10.9 million.  Dog registrations declined by 10.6%, and 
litter registrations declined by 7.7%.

The proposal adding, as one of the objects of the AKC, “to advance 
canine health and well-being” was adopted.  The proposal which 
would permit licensed AKC agility clubs to become AKC member clubs 
was also adopted.  The proposal which would reduce the number 
of delegate meetings but increase the length of each meeting was 
not adopted.  A proposal submitted by Sue Goldberg, delegate for 
the Lewiston-Auburn Kennel Club and a conformation judge) which 
would prohibit former AKC employees from being elected to the 
Board was referred for further study.

Elected or re-elected to the AKC Board were:  Alan Kalter of Ann Arbor, 
MI,  American Bullmastiff Association; Carl C. Ashby, III, of Greensboro, 
NC,  United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club; and Lee Arnold, Montvale, 
NJ, Southern Colorado Kennel Club.

As previously, please e-mail me (wchrist367@aol.com) if you have 
any questions.   A summary of the official minutes is posted on the 
AKC web site, and I am able to access the complete minutes on the 
Delegate Portal, should the need arise.
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One of the highlights of her 
career was the 2009 ATCA 
national specialty in Virgin-
ia.  I had entered her in the 
amateur/owner/handler 
class, and we were the only 
ones in it!  So every day we 
did our turn in the ring, col-
lected our ribbon and went 
back for the breed, where 
we had no business being.  
I am still so grateful to the 
“old-timers” who gave me 
tips on showing, grooming, 
and maybe most impor-
tant, suggestions that Lulu 
would produce better than 
she was.   Until then I had 
not really thought about 
breeding, but that has 

also been a wonderful part of this Aussie adventure.  Each litter has 
brought its own thrills and heartbreaks.  Lulu’s first litter gave me CH 
Dirigo’s Amazing Gracie.  Her second litter ended with an emergency 
C-section and the loss of a puppy.  Gracie has now also had her first 
litter and 1 of her puppies is now in the ring, along with 1 from Lulu’s 
second litter.  There are not many class Aussies in New England, so 
they are busy scoring points over each other.  We will need to do some 
serious traveling to finish them, though!  

After attending the Virginia specialty, I really wanted to join ATCA 
and continue to learn from such experienced people and enjoy these 
special events and the camaraderie.  After what seemed like an end-
less application period, my membership was approved.  It was well 
worth the wait, though, and I have been proud to be a member for 
these past few years.  The experience at my first national has carried 
over into every show where other Aussies have been exhibited.  I have 
experienced so much encouragement and advice (okay, and criticism 
too), and so many just plain good times.  Jerry, Lisa and I travel togeth-
er as often as possible, and the trips are as much fun as the shows.  We 
went to the last Morris & Essex show together, travel to Montgomery 
each year and even made it to Palm Springs for this year’s wonderful 
specialty.   We are all looking forward to hosting the national in New 
England in a few years.

Recently I joined the Central Maine Kennel Club, which is quite a 
change of focus from ATCA and the New England Terrier Club.  I can 
appreciate the beauty of a Border Collie or a Sheltie, but really, do 
these people know what they’re missing without Terriers in their lives?
At this point I really can’t remember what life was like without a 
houseful of Aussies.   I know the house was neater, the side yard had 
grass where the dirt and holes are now, and I could sit down any-
where without checking first to see if the seat was occupied by a furry 
bundle.  But life with my girls is full of adventures and challenges and 
love.  I wouldn’t have it any other way.   

I never expected to own a dog, let alone to be sharing my home and 
my heart with 4 Aussies!  Until I moved to Maine nearly 20 years ago, I 
lived in downtown Boston in apartments with no-pet policies.  I only 
knew Australian Terriers as the dogs my good friend Jerry Walsh bred 
and showed.  I always enjoyed helping to socialize his puppies and 
even went to a dog show – once.  

When I moved to Maine and bought a house, I soon acquired my first 
dog, a Scottie-Cairn cross.  I loved Daisy but learned first-hand the 
dangers of backyard breeding without health testing.  She had been 
bred by friends who wanted their children to experience a litter of 
puppies.  My sweet little mutt had diabetes and Addison’s disease, 
eventually losing her sight to cataracts.  She was a trooper who 
cheerfully endured cataract surgery, twice-daily insulin injections and 
monthly vet visits for check-ups and more medication.  I would never 
want to bring a puppy into the world to face that kind of regimen.
Meanwhile back in Massachusetts, Jerry was still breeding and show-
ing his Pineterri Aussies.   In late 2006 I went to visit the newest litter 
and left with a signed contract for one of the puppies!  Pineterri Blue 
Moon, my Lulu, is my foundation bitch, although at the time I thought 
she was just my new puppy.  Jerry convinced Lisa Violette, who had 
bought one of Lulu’s littermates, and me to bring them to a puppy 
match.  We were hooked, and Jerry has been mentoring us ever since.  
Lulu and I learned about dog shows and dog handling together and 
although I was not able to finish her (she did get her majors!), I learned 
so much from the experience.  

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the member who reserved the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our member is Eileen Cummings, who has been a member of the ATCA since  2010. 
Thank You Eileen for sharing with us!

Eileen-Lisa-Jerry
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AKC Gazette Column 

Each and every one of us,  and our dogs, can make a difference in how 
our  breed is viewed by non- or potential, Australian Terrier owners. 
The slightest gesture or comment can impact how someone will 
think of our breed from that day forward. It can convert someone to 
becoming a new Aussie owner or can leave them with a sour taste in 
their mouth, never to consider an Aussie as a pet! 

This fact was brought home to me last weekend when I attended the 
Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Regional Specialty in Bucks County, 
PA. After the show was over, we were all standing around enjoying 
lunch and a woman approached me. She said,  “You may not remem-
ber me but you, or rather your puppy, is the reason I now own two 
Australian Terriers!” At the show the previous year she had intended 
to look at the Cairns because she was interested in a dog to show in 
agility and obedience. While there she was standing next to the ring 
watching the Australian Terriers being shown. I had stood next to her 
and talked to her for most of the classes, just idle chit- ‐chat, and she 
had admired the puppy I was showing. Because I had to go directly 
from Winner’s Bitch class to Best of Breed I didn’t have much time to 
switch dogs so I asked her if she would be willing to hold the puppy. 
This way I didn’t have to put the puppy in the crate where my special 
was waiting his turn. She said that the moment I handed her the 
puppy it was love at first sight! Lizzie looked her right in the eye with a 
knowing look and gave her a  little kiss. That was all it took! 

Over the next year, the woman adopted a rescue and then got a 
puppy from a breeder in her area. She is very pleased with their prog-
ress in the performance sports and is enjoying the interactions with 
her dogs. She says they are very responsive and willing, even eager, to 
learn and perform. What better advertisement for our breed can we 
get than positive word of mouth from happy owners!   

So   you see,  a little gesture can go a long way! It could have been a 
much different outcome if Lizzie had not worked her Aussie magic on 
this  woman or she had  been ignored ringside… she might now be 
the owner of a totally different breed. Think about it next time you are 
standing next to someone at the show or meet them on the street. 
Sometimes it only takes a smile or a tail wag to start a conversation 
that could bring someone into our Aussie Family.

Australian Terrier Column
May 2013 Issue

We Can Make Difference......

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

- by Guest Editors Darlene Evans & Julie Seaton
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           

This issue we are going to focus on:  SIZE, PROPORTION, SUBSTANCE

Size-Height 10-11 inches at the withers. Deviation in either direction is to be discouraged.

Proportion - The body is long in proportion to the height of the dog. The length of back from  
withers to the front of the tail is approximately 1-1 1/2 inches longer than from withers to the ground.

CORRECT

INCORRECT
TOO LONG

INCORRECT
COBBY

INCORRECT
TOO SHORT ON LEG

INCORRECT
TOO TALL

While the length of the Aussie’s back is 1 to 1 ½ “ longer than the height from the withers to the ground, its appearance of “long in proportion to 
height” comes from the length of body formed by correct angulation of the front and rear assemblies and the prominent forechest. There should 
definitely be something, the prominent forechest, to put your hand on in front of the forelegs, and something to put your hand on behind the tail: 
the point of the buttocks or ischium, the rearmost bone of the pelvis, which should project well behind the insertion of the tail (indicating more 
length of the pelvic bone and better muscling in the croup.) The Australian Terrier does not present a square outline.
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Substance - Good working condition, medium bone, correct body proportions, symmetry and  
balance determine proper weight.

The Aussie is sturdy, neither fine nor heavy boned.

CORRECT INCORRECT
TOO FINE BONED

INCORRECT
HEAVY BONED

INCORRECT
WEEDY
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If you want your puppy to develop into a social, friendly companion 
you need to pay particularly careful attention to how it is raised dur-
ing the first few months of life.  You can help ensure a desirable adult 
temperament by being aware of sensitive periods in the puppy’s life, 
teaching it about its environment at the first opportunity, and by pro-
viding a rich social environment.  We’re going to explore the stages of 
puppy development so you can understand the importance of each, 
and what you can do to raise the best puppy you can imagine.
Prenatal Period

The influence of the environment may actually come into play prior to 
birth.  In fact, studies have shown that when pregnant rats are subject-
ed to stimuli that maintain a constant state of fear, the offspring show 
a higher incidence of fearful behaviors, decreased learning and poor 
reproductive behavior of the offspring when they become adults.  It 
is suspected that maternal stress during late pregnancy may change 
hormonal secretion in fetal males, affecting behavioral development.  
It’s not unlikely that excessive stress on the bitch can also have harm-
ful effects on her pups and should be avoided, especially during the 
third trimester of the pregnancy.  On the other hand, providing her 
with a friendly environment that encourages positive social contact is 
likely to promote desirable emotional development of her offspring.

Developmental Periods
The behavioral development of dogs has been well documented and 
can be divided into five phases:  the neonatal, transitional, social-
ization and juvenile periods, followed by adulthood.   During the 
very early periods of development, the puppy is very sensitive to its 
environment.  At this time a minimal amount of experience can have 
a maximum effect.  The most sensitive periods include the neonatal 
period (first 2  weeks of life), the transitional period (3rd and 4th weeks 
of life) and the socialization period (5th through 12th weeks).  The 
beginning and end of each phase of development is not rigidly fixed 
and probably varies somewhat from individual to individual.  

Periods of Canine Behavioral Development

1.       The neonatal period             (Weeks 1-2)

2.       The transitional period        (Weeks 3-4)

3.       The socialization period      (Weeks 5-12)

4.       The juvenile period               (Week 12 through puberty)

5.       Adulthood                               (Following puberty)

Neonatal Period
During the first two weeks of its life, the newborn puppy’s nervous sys-
tem is minimally developed.  Its ability to respond to the environment 
is extremely limited and much of its time is spent sleeping.  Newborn 
behavior is mainly limited to interactions with the mother involving 
care-seeking behaviors such as teat-seeking, suckling and awkward 
movement using the front legs.  Perception of odor, pain and touch is 
present, but not perception of visual or auditory stimuli.  Reflexes are 
comparatively slow and motor functions and movement are extremely 
limited.  Being unable to hear or see, neonatal puppies are effectively 
shielded from most psychological effects of the environment.  

Vocalizations are limited to distress calls and the young pups are 
completely dependent on the mother for survival. They are unable 
to control their body temperature, urinate, or defecate without help.  
Mild handling at this age is likely good for emotional development 
of the pup and prepares it for stresses later in life.  Daily weighing of 
young puppies is an excellent way to monitor growth and health, 
while providing physical stimulation.

Transitional Period
Toward the end of the second week, the pup enters the transitional 
stage of its neurological and behavioral development.  This is a rela-
tively rapid period of development during which the senses mature.  
It lasts approximately two weeks.  During this period, the puppy goes 
from a condition of complete dependence upon its mother to one 
of relative independence.  Recognizable, though rudimentary, adult 
behavior patterns appear at this time.  At the beginning of this period, 
the eyes and ears open and a startle response to sound becomes 
evident.  By day sixteen, the puppy can localize sound and begin to 
follow moving objects, although vision is poor.

Reflexes and motor capabilities develop and the pup begins walk-
ing.  By the end of the transitional stage, the pup’s pain perception is 
also fully developed.  Many of the patterns of adult social behavior 
and their accompanying emotions slowly become apparent at this 
time.  Gently exposing the pups to all types of stimuli for short periods 
each day during this time is likely to enhance development.  This may 
be accomplished by allowing them to crawl or walk on surfaces with 
differing textures and temperatures.  Objects of varying shapes can be 
set up for the pup to navigate around in order to promote visual acu-
ity and motor skills.  Providing a variety of noise stimuli at low decibels 
and varied frequencies may facilitate auditory development.  Whistles, 
rattles, music, recordings of environmental noises, and the human 
voice can be used to provide a variety of auditory stimulation. 

 Social Development of Puppies
Early Social Investment Pays Major Dividends

by Wayne Hunthausen, DVM
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Juvenile Period
This period encompasses the time from the end of the socialization 
period to the onset of sexual maturity (about 6 to 12 month of age).  
By this time, the puppy’s ability to learn has become fully developed, 
and there is a gradual improvement in social and motor skills.  General 
activity increases and a significant amount of time is spent in explora-
tion.  The onset of puberty marks the end of this period and the begin-
ning of adulthood.  It has been my observation that some dogs go 
through an additional sensitive period around this time, during which 
they are especially sensitive to environmental and social stimuli.  This 
sensitivity is manifested as a vulnerability to novel or mildly aversive 
stimuli.  These animals appear to regress socially and exhibit varying 
degrees of timidity.  It is important to carefully control social situations 
to prevent problems, bolster confidence and maintain acceptable 
social behavior.  Harsh punishment at this time, especially in response 
to fear aggression, can irreparably harm the pet.

Effects of Isolation on Behavioral Development
Should a puppy be isolated from other dogs during the socialization 
period, there is a high probability that it will encounter problems 
interacting with other dogs when it’s older.  It may be frightened or 
aggressive in the presence of other dogs.  Puppies isolated from other 
dogs from early life have been reported to be very subordinate, less 
competitive, more withdrawn, and fearful of novel objects.  They are 
less likely to exhibit acceptable social behavior, play behavior and 
successful breeding.  Adopting a puppy before seven weeks of age 
is not desirable because this can deprive it of needed socialization 
with its littermates.  Pups that grow up without adequate, early social 
interaction with other dogs are also less likely to exhibit acceptable 
social interaction with other species, including humans. This is a risk 
for hand-raised orphan puppies.

Puppies that have been completely isolated from all human contact 
between four to twelve weeks of age tend to be fearful of humans 
and are virtually untrainable.  The effects of this deprivation may be 
partially or wholly irreversible.  Puppies adopted after twelve weeks of 
age from a situation where they received minimal human contact gen-
erally make poor pets. They are likely to exhibit fearfulness, aggression 
and are difficult to train.  They may also show exceptionally high levels 
of activity and a reduction in the intensity of social contacts.

Puppies reared in a restricted environment with limited auditory and 
visual stimuli 
during the 
socialization 
period may 
respond 
poorly in new 
situations 
and have 
difficulty 
learning. 

Socialization Period
Around the end of the fourth week, the pup enters the socialization 
period, which takes place from the end of the fourth through the 
twelfth weeks of life.  While the previous periods involved changes 
in basic sensory and motor capacities, this period is one of rapid 
development of social behavior patterns.  At the beginning, the puppy 
begins to respond to the sight or sound of persons or other animals at 
a distance.  All sensory systems become fully functional during this pe-
riod and learning capacity becomes more developed.  Teeth erupt and 
the pup begins taking solid food for the first time.  Weaning begins 
around four to five weeks of age and is typically finished by seven to 
ten weeks of age.  By eight to nine weeks of age, puppies are attracted 
by the odors of urine and feces to specific areas for elimination  This is 
an ideal time to begin housetraining.

The behavior of puppies during the early socialization period is char-
acterized by a willingness to approach novel objects and, in particular, 
moving stimuli.  Investigative behavior becomes apparent and pup-
pies begin exploring away from the nest area.  Social following, signal-
ing and early signs of pack behavior emerge.  During this time, there is 
a marked increase in interaction with littermates, the mother and the 
environment.  In regard to behavior and temperament development, 
this is absolutely the most important period in a dog’s life.  It is a time 
during which relationships are easiest to initiate. This period is critical 
in determining all primary adult, social relationships.  A  small amount 
of experience during at this time can have a major effect on later be-
havior.  How comfortable and confident the puppy will be in interact-
ing with members of the same and other species is directly related to 
the quality and quantity of social experiences it has during this time.

Besides being a time for development of social relationships, this also 
appears to be a period of extreme sensitivity to psychological trauma.  
The sensitivity necessary to facilitate the formation of social relation-
ships also seems to make the puppy vulnerable to psychological trau-
ma.  Fear responses are evident at this time.  Startle reactions to sound 
and sudden movement become much more pronounced.  With time, 
the puppies learn to discriminate between dangerous situations and 
those that are nonthreatening.  Toward the end of this period, social 
interaction gradually shifts away from the mother and the relationship 
with littermates strengthens.  Frequent, gentle handling is important 
in order to decrease the fear response shown to humans.  Whatever 
happens here sets a general pattern that affects almost everything in 
later life because, by the end of this period, the puppy has formed pat-
terns of response to the major elements of its environment. 
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Early Obedience Training - The Easy Way!
Don’t wait until you pup is older to begin obedience training. You’ll 
want to start right away, since young puppies learn very quickly.   It’s 
better to start out by teaching them what you want right away, rather 
than leaving the curriculum up to them.  A relatively small amount of 
time each day is all that’s required to teach the puppy to come and 
sit on command using food-lure-reward training.   To teach it to come 
and sit, start by standing two feet away from the puppy, show it a 
piece of food held between your thumb and forefinger, and wiggle 

your fingers to lure it to you.  As the pup approaches, say its name and 
the word “come.”  When the pup reaches the food, slowly and deliber-
ately move it over the top of its head.  As the pup moves its head back 
to follow the food, it will move into a sitting position.  When it does 
this, say “Sit.”  Give the food as a reward for a correct response.  As the 
puppy learns the command responses, the food should gradually be 
withdrawn.

Teaching the pet to obey simple commands at a very early age can 
have many important benefits.   It can help you establish leadership, 
gain control of the pup and serve as a tool for socializing.  Teaching 
the “Come-sit” command decreases jumping-up behaviors because 
the pup learns to approach and greet by sitting.  It also decreases 
hand-shyness when meeting new people by associating an out-
stretched hand with a food reward.  Requiring the dog to sit before it 
gets anything it desires also helps define a leadership role for you.

In summation, the social care and education provided for the puppy 
during the first three months of its life is extremely important.  We 
must make certain that our young pups are not only receive appropri-
ate medical and nutritional care, but we must also provide for their 
social needs.

Reprinted with permission 2013 
Wayne Hunthausen 
westwoodanimalhospital.com

Providing for Optimum Socialization
Socialization with all types of people in a wide variety of situations is 
important so that the puppy will behave appropriately in a variety of 
settings when it gets older.  Food is an excellent tool to help facilitate 
the socialization of your pet.  You should the puppy out into the world 
armed with small biscuit treats or a bag of its puppy kibble.  When-
ever the pet meets someone new and shows no sign of withdrawal or 
anxiety, you should request it to sit and give it a treat.  As the pup gets 
the hang of this game, it should be encouraged to approach people it 
meets along the way. 

Socialization should also be done with other animals, but exposure 
to other dogs should be limited until the vaccination series has been 
completed.  The ideal dog with which to socialize the puppy would 
be a healthy, vaccinated pet that does not leave its fenced-in yard, is 
frequently tested and treated for internal and external parasites, and 
has a social, nonaggressive personality.

Socialization before 12-14 weeks of age is critical, but continued 
socialization throughout the first year of life is also very important.  
Puppy classes and obedience classes provide excellent opportunities 
for continued social learning.  You can begin training your puppy as 
early as 8 weeks of age, but group classes are best avoided until there 
has been time for adequate response to vaccination.  Your veterinarian 
can advise you about this.

Learning about the World
Since pups don’t arrive with ready knowledge about our world, we 
need to take the time to gently educate them about it and build con-
fidence.  Puppies that mature in a limited environment may have diffi-
culty handling new situations, so it is essential that you begin teaching 
at an early age.  They need to learn about noisy vacuum sweepers, 
car rides, bicycles, motorcycles and more.  If a puppy doesn’t get an 
early opportunity to learn about all the things that will be a part of its 
environment, it may grow up to be a fearful, anxious adult.  Problems 
can usually be prevented through repeated exposure to various situ-
ations, provided there is nothing unpleasant associated with them.  
Regular and frequent exposure of your puppy to a variety of sights, 
sounds, odors and circumstances can help prevent timidity and build 
confidence.  For example, anxiety associated with car rides can usu-
ally be overcome by repeated, short car rides, when no disagreeable 
events occur during the ride.  The puppy should be exposed to any 
stimuli that it might encounter at a later age, such as the sound of traf-
fic, vacuum sweepers, alarm clocks, children playing, sirens, airplanes, 
bathing, elevators.  Whenever the pup is calm, occasionally give it a 
mock veterinary exam by looking in its mouth, checking its ears and 
handling different parts of its body.  If you pet will require frequent 
grooming, be sure to introduce it to gentle brushing very early.  Din-
ner time is usually a great time to do this because the pup is likely to 
be distracted while eating.

If the pet seems to be exceptionally cautious when first introduced to 
new situations or stimuli, it is best to back off and repeat with a milder 
exposure.  Food rewards can be given for non-fearful responses.  The 
puppy can then be gradually “built up” to more intense exposure.  
Never console the pet or give rewards while it is exhibiting fearful be-
havior, since you can actually reward the very response you are trying 
to eliminate.  Tape recordings of a variety of environmental sounds are 
available if you find it impractical to expose your puppy to sufficient 
stimuli in your own neighborhood.   
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Run into the Crate

Now that you’ve got the dog barging into the crate, it’s time to show 
your dog how much fun it is to run into it from a distance. Start by 
holding the dog back about two feet from the crate. Keep your dog in-
terested in getting into the crate by putting the little plate at the back 
of the crate again. Or, instead of using the plate, you can follow your 
dog to the crate and give the treat at the back. Add the sit when the 
dog’s enthusiasm is consistent. Keep playing this game from longer 
distances as you train the next stages.

Go in and Sit, Come Out and Play

Play the go-in-and-sit game every day, several times a day. Then, allow 
the dog to come out of the crate for a game with a toy after the sit. The 
only condition is that your dog must sit before coming out of the crate 
to play with you. It will take only a few of those short sessions for your 
dog to get the hang of this game; you’re in then you’re out. Eventually 
make your dog wait longer for permission to come out of the crate. 
The longer your dog stays in, the more exciting the game when she 
gets to come out and play. Add all sorts of distraction elements to this 
crate game, but always with the condition that the dog has to sit and 
wait for permission to come out.

By making the crate a site for games and fun with you, you can easily 
train your dog to stay longer and longer in the crate as well as increase 
his motivation to work with you. Think about the fun you and your 
dog can have with crates once you get started.

Nancy Frensley, CPDT, CAP2, ANWI, is the Behavior and Training Manager 
at the Berkeley East Bay Humane Society’s K-9 College

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Nancy Frensley
baywoof.com

The dog crate is one of the best household manage-
ment tools we have ever had for starting new puppies 
and for training adult dogs.

Although the crate has been around for a long time and has been 
used successfully by many, there are some barriers to its use. Newly 
adopted adult dogs may have had crate experiences that frightened 
or frustrated them and they may be wary of crates as well as any other 
kind of restraint. Dogs that are prone to separation distress can be-
come panicky when restrained, and there are actually claustrophobic 
dogs. One of the biggest problems I’ve experienced with clients using 
crates is that they feel sad or guilty to see a dog restrained and per-
ceive the crate as punishing, whether the dog actually feels punished 
or not.

Crate training can go far beyond mere household management. It can 
become a motivational tool, a reward, and a valuable way to teach 
impulse control. A dog that is comfortable and happy in a crate will 
survive travel, natural disasters, illness, and injury better than one who 
is not. Once well trained to the crate, a dog can safely stay in one of 
the nifty lightweight soft crates that you can pack in the car for week-
end getaways and vacations.

People who participate in dog sports know the value of having their 
dogs comfortably acclimated to the crate. The dogs are housed in 
crates at fairgrounds, event centers, horse arenas, and all sorts of 
places, so it helps if the crate can feel to them like a reward. Recogniz-
ing this need, Canadian trainer Susan Garrett created a concept she 
calls “Crate Games” to help competitors work with their sport dogs. 
By associating the crate, and activities around it, with games that are 
fun and rewarding, she found that dogs could develop great impulse 
control and much, much more.

Here is how you could use some similar games to give your dog a 
completely new relationship with the crate and work on impulse 
control. This is a systematic method, so you must be patient and take it 
one step at a time.

Say Howdy to Your Crate

Start with a little flat plate (the lid of a cottage cheese carton will do 
fine) and a clicker. Put the plate with a little bit of food on it in the 
crate near the front. Some dogs will leap into the crate to get it. Others 
will look at it as if you were asking them to shower in freezing water. 
Sit by the crate. When your dog looks at the food on the plate, click (or 
just say yes). If the dog does not step inside to eat the food, then set 
the plate just outside the crate and start there. The idea is to get your 
dog comfortable, happy, and offering to step into the crate. After a few 
two-to three-minute sessions, you will be able to move the plate to 
the back of the crate. Once your dog wants to go in and get the food, 
start feeding from your hand at the back of the crate, poking the treat 
through the holes or wires. Do as many sessions as you need to get 
your dog enthusiastic about going into the crate.

When your dog cannot wait to barge into the crate, you can start ask-
ing for a sit before giving the treat. At this point you can eliminate the 
clicker (or yes word).
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The Dog Crate: Not Just for Housetraining Anymore
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

Our training center offers drop-classes every Saturday morning, each 
one with a different “theme,” such as distance work, jumping, contact 
behavior, etc. or run-thrus with nested courses.  A few weeks ago, a 
former student we haven’t seen in a few years entered the building 
with a little curly-coated mixed breed dog that was new to us.  My 
assistant and I asked about the dog and what work they had done 
together.  Imagine our surprise when he told us the dog was only 5 
months old and that its training was “just some stuff we’re doing in 
the backyard”!  He had never taken the dog to a class anywhere, never 
brought her to our building before, and the poor thing was terrified.  
We tried to explain to him why this was a bad idea and that for her 
safety we simply couldn’t allow her on the equipment, but he was de-
termined to take offense and left in a huff with the dog under his arm.  

Were we justified in telling him that this wasn’t an appropriate setting 
for his untrained puppy? 

More than a few years ago when dinosaurs roamed the earth and 
agility was relatively new, our club members (like a lot of other dog 
people) were in a big hurry to get a little training under our belts, then 
get out there and go, go, go.  When we reminisce about our first dogs, 
we often say that their achievements were “in spite of,” not because of, 
our training.  All the holes in our foundation training showed when we 
began to compete before we were ready.  We’d like to think we know 
better nowadays.  

So what are some current thoughts about agility and puppies?

First, we would never, but never, jump a dog at its full height repeat-
edly before it’s about a year old.  Repetitive jumping is much like 
repetitive strain injury in humans and can damage growing puppy 
bones and joints.  Plus, there is so much basic work to be done before, 
like “touch” (teaching the dog to touch your hand) to show them how 
to follow your hands on course.  Heelwork on both sides of the body is 
important too.  Dogs that have been conditioned to work exclusively 
on the owners’ left have a hard time transitioning to being “ambidex-
trous” in agility.

Long before I took Libby over jumps, we were doing flatwork.  Aspects 
of this include running with your dog as they pass through the up-
rights with no jump bars set.  If you’ve never run moderate distances 
with a dog before, it can be an unsettling experience!  All of a sudden, 
you have to be aware of where your dog is, where the obstacles are, 
and how far away you are so you don’t collide with dog or obstacles.  
It’s an interesting exercise in proprioception.  The day that you start 
to get a sense of how much room you need, and where you and your 
dog and the obstacles are relative to each other in your training space, 
is a real milestone!

How’s your dog’s recall?  When I call my dog’s name, turn away from 
them and drop my hand to my side, I expect them to come flying to

me, whether they’re 2 feet away or 20 feet away.  We practice this 
with the “call to heel” exercise, a variation on the “touch” game, where 
you drop your hand to your side and they come to your dropped 
hand.  Use lots of treats for this one till they realize this is the greatest 
place to be.

No basic agility training would be complete without the target.  Us-
ing a small, flat, round object (like a jar lid, container lid, butter tub 
lid, etc.), you build on the basic “touch” command to train the dog to 
touch its nose to this new object.  Then you parlay this skill into other, 
more complex behaviors.  For example, you can work on start-line 
behavior long before your dog ever sees an agility event.  Put your 
dog in a sit-stay (you do have one, right?), put the target a few feet 
away, put a treat on the target, and release the dog to the target.  The 
anticipation of waiting should drive him quickly and happily to the 
target for his reward.  Vary the distance, the placement of the target 
relative to the dog, and how long you make him wait.  Put the dog 
in a stay and stand next to him.  Then release him to the target and 
pretend to race him for it.  It’s fun!

Use of the target is also a great way to shape contact behavior later in 
training.  After your dog is comfortable moving across a low A-frame 
or dog walk (or a wooden plank if you have no access to those) place 
the target, with that all-important cookie, at the end.  Draw his at-
tention to the target so he runs straight down the obstacle with his 
head down.  This lessens the chance of him leaping off to the side, as 
where the head goes, so does the rest of the body.

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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travel and present seminars, so it’s possible one of them will come to 
your area.  Attendance for working teams is usually limited, but take 
the opportunity to go and audit.  You’ll come away with more ideas 
than you ever dreamed of.  

Here are some resources to get you started:

Trainers:
Susan Garrett:
http://www.clickerdogs.com
http://www.susangarrett.com

Greg and Laura Derrett:
http://www.gtagility.com

Daisy Peel:
http://www.daisypeel.com

Linda Mecklenburg:
http://www.awesomepaws.us

Susan Salo:
http://www.jumpdogs.com

Print, Video, and E-resources:
Clean Run Magazine (available in print or online format) is the premier 
publication for agility handlers.  Their site boasts “everything for dog 
and handler” and that’s no exaggeration!  You’ll have a great time 
making up your wish list here.  http://www.cleanrun.com

Print, e-book and video resources galore can also be found at 
Dogwise.  Their comprehensive subject index makes it easier to find 
exactly what you need at  http://www.dogwise.com. Be sure to check 
out the Sale section for great bargains!

Basic obedience training—heel, sit, down, stand, recall, working 
around other dogs and handlers—is a must before taking an agility 
course.  We have seen too many people who think it’s a great idea to 
take unruly, untrained dogs to agility “to let off some steam.”  Instead, 
all the dog learns is to run around and bark at other dogs, or have 
its own private sniff-fest.  It’s important to remember that agility is a 
team sport, not a solo act, and requires discipline and teamwork.  Your 
dog should have some idea that his primary focus is on you and what 
you are asking of him, whatever other enticements or distractions are 
out there.  We recommend rally as a great starting point for people 
who want to go on to agility.  It reinforces basic commands, builds 
teamwork and focus, offers the opportunity to practice appropriate 
ringside behaviors ... all skills that will be so necessary for a good agil-
ity experience.  Plus, if APDT/World Cynosport Rally is offered in your 
area, you can compete with puppies of less than a year and really get 
the full ring experience!

Dogs that know no other way of moving with you besides at leash 
on your left are befuddled when you break their lifelong paradigm, 
asking them to move not only to your right side, but away from you 
as well.  Here’s a basic exercise to help reframe this.  Walk your leashed 
dog towards a substantial object, such as a chair or a trash can.  Then 
use the leash to “steer” them away from you and around the object.  
Step in towards them with a treat and feed them in that “away” posi-
tion before they can move back in towards you.  This helps them un-
derstand that being an arm’s length away from you is what you want.  
Of course, you work this on both right and left sides of your body.  
Some people suggest working the right side twice as often as the left 
if your dog is very dependent on the leash.  You can use the target to 
reinforce this as well.  

Above all, PLAY with your dog!  Become the most fun and valued 
thing in their world.  Then, whenever you want to work with your dog, 
they’re primed for a happy event and are glad to spend time with you. 

And what about our former student and his overwhelmed puppy?  
Our facility director has called to make him aware of other, more suit-
able opportunities, such as a puppy foundations class now or agility 
intro once she’s closer to a year old.  We look forward to welcoming 
them both back one day.  

By no means is this meant to be a comprehensive treatise on agility 
training for your puppy, but simply some thoughts and suggestions 
about the foundation needed for a successful agility career.  Many ex-
cellent trainers have websites that offer DVDs and books.  Some offer 
online lessons or on-demand video lessons.  As well, some of them
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Is your dog dreaming? 
                               Or are they just taking a nap?
How many times have you just laughed at how your dog is sleeping?  
Are they curled up, stretched out on their back with their legs wide 
open or are they on their tummies all bundled up?

Facts about Dogs’ Sleep

•	 Dogs do have different stages of sleep like people do. 

•	 Dogs almost sleep half their life, the equivalent to 16 hours a 
day. 

•	 The phrase, let sleeping dogs lie, holds a lot of truth. Consider-
ing that 60% of dog bites happen to children when they first 
wake a dog in a deep REM sleep. 

•	 It is important to always teach children not to approach a 
sleeping dog and startle them. 

•	 Most dogs will generally circle round and round, nesting before 
they finally lie down. 

•	 Puppies and older dogs dream more than middle-aged dogs.

 
 

Debby Sharp©

Four Types of Sleepers

1. Side Sleeper & Belly

Most of the time when the dog is sleeping on his side, or sleeping 
on his belly with all four paws out, he is simply dozing - although, 
sometimes he can go into a deep sleep on his side. 

2. Back sleeper - Four paws in the air

This is the position where they go into a deep sleep. Certainly one 
of the funniest of all sleep positions, your dog is on his back with 
all his legs up in the air. There are two main reasons why this tends 
to be where the dog gets his most relaxed dream sleep. One, his 
stomach is exposed to the air so he is able to keep cool. Two, by not 
being all curled up in a ball, none of his muscles are tense, and so he 
is able to be completely relaxed.
 
 
 
 

3. Curled up in a ball sleeper

This is actually a common napping position. They wake up very 
quickly from this position.

4. Lying back to back

When a dog sleeps back to back with its owner or next to another 
dog, they are bonding; they feel safe protecting each other and it’s 
a way of showing affection.

Dog Sleep Requirements

It’s important to understand your dog’s sleeping habits, as even a 
dog can get grouchy if he doesn’t get enough sleep. Have you ever 
been playing with your puppy and he just passes out?  Well, he just 
can’t help it. He needs his sleep. So the next time your dog falls 
asleep, you will know exactly how he is sleeping and now you can 
wonder what they are dreaming about as well!

Four Types of Sleepers

1. Side Sleeper & Belly

Most of the time when the dog is sleeping on his side, or sleeping 
on their belly with all four paws out, they are simply dozing - 
although, sometimes they can go into a deep sleep on their side.

2. Back sleeper - Four paws in the air

This is the position where they go into a deep sleep. Certainly one 
of the funniest of all sleep positions, your dog is on their back with 
all their legs up in the air. There are two main reasons why this tends 
to be where the dog gets their most relaxed dream sleep. One, their 
stomach is exposed to the air so they are able to keep cool. Two, by 
not being all curled up in a ball, none of their muscles are tense, and 
so they are able to be completely relaxed.
 

John & Joyce Fancher©

Shannon Hertzler©
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 communication is the key to success here.  Make sure the timing 
is right for adding a pet to your household.  If you have very small 
children, you may want to wait.  Is there any possibility that your 
children have pet allergies?  That could be heartbreaking for everyone 
concerned.  Do your kids spend time around pets?  Have they cared 
for neighbors’, friends’, or relatives’ dogs, and have those dogs been in 
your home?  Make sure you feel comfortable about how your children 
interact before you bring one into the house.  What are your comfort 
levels about dogs on furniture or beds?  Discuss the responsibilities 
thoroughly and make sure all family members are on board with ev-
erything, especially 
the yucky stuff, 
like who does the 
brushing and bath-
ing, who cleans up 
the yard, etc.  And 
be sure that the 
kids are involved in 
training too!  You 
might be lucky and 
find a trainer in 
your area that has 
classes specifi-
cally for dogs and 
young people.  If 
not, make sure they go to class and work with the dog on all the exer-
cises you learn in class.

Like any other good and lasting relationship, the bond between kids 
and dogs needs to be carefully nurtured and tended.  Prepare well and 
you and your family will enjoy a lifetime of love.  

SELECTED RESOURCES:
Can We Have One? by Lynn Buzhardt and Sue Steib (Baton Rouge, LA:  
Louisiana State University Press, 2008; www.lsu.edu/lsupress)   The 
authors, a vet and social worker respectively, take a step-by-step ap-
proach to deciding whether and when a pet is right for your family, 
covering the bases for not only dogs, but cats and pocket pets too.  
The book gives lots of pragmatic advice and discusses the topics 
above in easily understood, enjoyable prose. 

And Baby Makes Four by Penny Scott-Fox  (Neptune City, NJ:  T.F.H. 
Publications, 2007; www.tfhpublications.com)  is likewise informative 
without being preachy.  The chapters appear in chronological order 
by trimester, giving readers a timeline to follow.  The illustrations are 
appealing and the training advice is sound and sensible.  (This is avail-
able from the T.F.H. website as an e-book, or in print from Amazon.)

The website of California trainer Mike Wombacher is a must for 
families introducing dogs to the home or dog-owning families who 
plan to have children.  Mike has written two informative books (There’s 
a Puppy In the House! and There’s a Baby In The House!) and offers a 
15-minute podcast on training your dog for the arrival of a new baby.  
It’s easy to spend quite a bit of time perusing these links and learning 
the details to smooth out your transitions.  
Visit him at www.doggonegood.org 

Puppies and kids—what could be cuter?  Look around on YouTube or 
at print advertising and you’ll find pictures and videos galore of this 
great combination.  It sure is hard to say no to a child when they’re 
hugging the neighbor’s dog and staring up at you with big, tear-filled 
eyes, asking, “Why can’t WE have one?” 

The answer isn’t easy.  Pets bring much joy to our lives, but inadequate 
preparation and rash decisions land many of them in rescues and 
shelters all over the country.  Statistics for this were hard to track, but 
sources estimate anywhere from 2 million to 7 million companion 
animals per year enter shelters in the U.S.  Of these, the flip side of 
that picture is pretty bleak:  Estimates for how many of those animals 
are euthanized range from 2.5 million to 4 million per year.  That’s not 
a trend that anyone I know wants to follow!  Based on these figures, 
then, the decision to add a four-footed member to the family should 
be just as seriously considered as adding a two-footed one.  

Let’s look at some of the ways to prepare a dog for kids and vice versa. 
It’s too big a topic for a small article, but here’s some food for thought 
followed by some good resources, both online and in print, to help 
you.  

Much as we love our pets, they can carry diseases harmful to you and 
your family.  If your starting a family, why not schedule a vet checkup 
right away, much as an expectant mother would seek routine OB/GYN 
care?  While you’re there, tell the vet and the staff that a baby is on the 
way and listen to their suggestions and questions.  They may know of 
trainers in your area offering classes in “baby readiness” for dog own-
ers.  And if your dog has never been around small children, the time 
to prepare is now, not the day you and your newborn come home.  
It’s important for you and your pet to have mastery of basic manners, 
such as “sit,” “off,” “stay,” “leave it,” etc., so start there if you haven’t done 
so already.  Crate training?  A must—your dog will need a quiet place 
to be by himself when things get hectic.  Keep baby equipment like 
strollers, carriers, cribs etc. out during your pregnancy so your dog 
gets used to being around them.  And walking with Rover is one of 
those ideal “teachable moments.”  Take the stroller along to get him 
used to the sound and feel of it.  Some writers advocate using a baby-
sized doll for practice, to show him that you’ll be taking a little human 
along in that contraption rather than just walking out the door.  Keep 
that doll handy for rides in the car seat, snuggling on the sofa, or any 
other moments when your lap will be full of dog and baby, to get your 
dog used to sharing.  A final thought here:  It will be very difficult to 
make time for your dog when your new baby has so many needs, but 
please, do that.  Get some dog treats out and work on a few obedience 
behaviors.  Have your dog sit or down or do a trick for meals.  Remind 
your dog—and yourself—about the bond between you.

How about the mirror image of this?  You’ve given in to the kids’ plead-
ings.  You honestly assessed your family members’ and your own feel-
ings about what you as pet owners can handle.  You understand that 
your pet and kids will require your constant supervision and attention.  
You did your homework, bought all your supplies, fenced in your yard, 
have a vet and training classes all lined up, and you worked with a 
shelter/rescue/breeder to find just the right fur kid.  Now what?

Just as with getting the dog ready for the new baby, the time to pre-
pare for the new dog is long before he crosses the threshold, and

Puppies & Babies
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natured youngster will respond without struggle to being cuddled 
and turned on its back in your arms. Thoughtful, regular training 
carried out with a spirit of fun combined with affectionate firmness 
is essential. Acquaintance by the puppy with a leash and standing 
correctly on a table (never allow it to fall off) can commence from six 
weeks of age for a  puppy with show potential. Watch the puppy play. 
Does the gait appear straight and true (allow, of course, for puppy 
antics?) Is good spirit and assurance demonstrated with a desirable 
natural inquisitiveness?

Look for bold, gay, good-natured ones, though in an Aussies, shying 
away from strangers does not necessarily connote timidity. The very 
strong sense of loyalty and protectiveness possessed by the breed 
causes them to be a bit aloof until they become acquainted. Once an 
Aussie adopts a master or mistress or family, the rest of the world must 
prove itself. Teach yourself to look for proper types and avoid coarse-
ness or being toy-like. Search for the elusive prized quality of “class.”

Compare With Dam & Sire
Finally, the puppy that measures as close as possible to the Standard 
should then be compared, feature by feature, with its dam and sire. 
Tracing family line characteristics is an additional supplement to your 
knowledge of how the puppy should develop. The more genera-
tions you can observe, the more you can see how various blood lines 
perpetuate various traits, which will help you with your next litter in 
deciding what you should attempt to eradicate or perpetuate through 
breeding. Of course, as a puppy matures, it develops in different ways, 
but comparing it with its parents and related members dives you a fair 
idea as to the appearance of the mature animal.  With the observance 
of each successive litter bred from the same family line, your powers of 
selection will improve.

The vital point is the know the Standard, breed to it, and refuse to ac-
cept anything but the “best” you can produce. However, the “best” can 
always be improved - a perfect dog has not yet appeared! Improve-
ment can be greatly aided by your own study of books, pedigrees, 
and the dogs themselves, both at home and at shows, not to mention 
astute observation, studied training, and devoted care.

Which Aussie puppies shall one keep for breeding and/or showing? 
The so-called instinct or “eye” for a quality puppy comes more readily 
to some than to others. However, those most successful in choos-
ing top puppies are, in my experience, those who have spent a great 
part of their lives, including childhood, associated with dogs, and 
who  have observed them intelligently. Frequently such persons are 
not the first generation in their family to be dog fanciers! Even such 
individuals are not infallible, for the same reason that novices may 
make mistakes; because so many factors enter into the development 
of a puppy.

You may have judged wisely at the time of choosing, yet an accident, 
illness, change of environment, or a latent, slow-maturing component 
can drastically alter the original promising specimen. If one’s emphasis 
is on selecting for breeding rather than showing (though frequently, 
both are desirable), the thorough knowledge of pedigree is essential 
because success in breeding is more dependent on background. The 
pitfall of a top show dog who carries a background of low quality is 
that it is likely to throw faulty offspring.

Standard Provides Guidelines
A sensible guideline in deciding about puppies is to know the Aus-
tralian Terrier Standard thoroughly. Then, observe each puppy. Feel 
its body. Is is compact, with well sprung ribs and a chest promising 
to be medium wide and deep? Is the topline level with correct tail 
set and tail carried erect and not squirrel-like? Consider the head; is it 
flat-skulled; does stop appear moderate? Give much attention to ears, 
their set, size and shape and also how the puppy uses them. Is the 
nose black; are the eyes dark, small and not prominent? Are the jaws 
long, strong, neither over or undershot, with apparently normal teeth 
development? The important relatively long neck - does it appear that 
it tapers into sloping (not heavy) shoulders? Are the forelegs straight, 
the pasterns turned neither in nor out and the elbows not protrud-
ing? Remember to observe if feet are cat-like with black nails and in 
proper proportion to the whole body. Are the thighs firmly formed 
and moderately angulated with no tendency to be cow-hocked? Note 
if hindquarters, though nicely muscled, are not too heavy, with legs 
angulated moderately at stifles and hocks.

Keep in mind that even with a puppy, one can select the desired 
medium-boned individual from the too heavy or too light one. Are 
the coat markings true, with a promising harsh texture? It is extremely 
difficult to determine if an over-soft coat in a puppy is “puppy fluff” 
or there to stay. In Sandy-reds, there are frequently blackish soft hairs 
which re readily shed or easily removed leaving no “smut” in the coat.

Good Disposition Is Also Important
The overall impression should convey a well-balanced animal with 
pleasing proportions. Any noticeable important deviation from the 
Standard should disqualify the puppy from a promising future of 
showing or breeding. However, neither of the above potentialities 
are necessary if the youngster possesses a good disposition. With this 
quality, it may become an endearing companion and, perhaps, win an 
Obedience title. So, disposition is obviously as important as physical 
conformation.

Always test puppies for deafness and eyesight perfection. Such proce-
dures may also demonstrate natural alertness. Some say a good-
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GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc 
Group 1  under Desmond Murphy 

Followed by 
Reserve Best In Show under Mrs B.S. Vics

Breeder: Julie M Seaton 
Owner: Zane Smith

Aussie Brags

 GCH. Redhawk Roachan’s One For The Road  
(Lexus)  getting her CA title

&
Redhawk A Take On Red getting her CAA title.   

Puppies were there to watch and learn.   
Holding dogs are Gayle Bauernfeind, Ann Roache 

and Penny Lewis. 

Reggie earned his masters agility jumpers title 
as well as his endurance Earthdog 2 title, 

making him 
GRCH Merrigang Wild N Crazy Guy ME EE2 MX MJ

Owner: Heather Rife D.V.M.

CH PS Roxbury Christhill CDX, RAE
Rally - High Combined Advance B and Excellent B

Owned and Bred by Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen
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Kayi Drifting Snow RE
First place win at the Rocky Mountain Cluster in 

February 2013. We received a 97/ 100 point score 
and took first place in Excellent. We are working 

on are Rally RAE title and have two legs so far. 
Owner: Scott McSwain

GCH CH DreamWeaver’s General J.E.B. Stuart  
has attained the distinction of being the youngest 

Australian Terrier on record to date
to receive his GCH at just under 10 months old

Breeder/Owner: Lisa Weaver

NEW CHAMPION 
CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K
Owner:  Darlene Evans & Teresa Schreeder
Breeders:  Sue Bachman & Teresa Schreeer

NEW CHAMPION 
Dreamtime The Professor of Bluquo 

CH Dreamtime’s One and Only 
X 

CH Terhierin Read My Lips 
Owner:  Rita Farmer 

Breeders:  Rita Farmer, Marilyn Harban, & Sandra Weigle
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Aussie Brags

Greyrock Tozan Maximum High, RE, BN, CD, OAJ, AX, NF  
Max got his second CDX leg and second place at Mountain 

States Obedience Trial 5-11-2013 
Owner: Pat Maynard

GCH Rock Village Rumor Has It  
Rumor went BOS at the RVAT Specialty & BOBOH

Breeder/Owner: Lisa Violette

UKC,AKC CH. Aussome Derringer, CGC,CD, RE 
earned her 100 reading program visits from the 

Therapy Dog International. 
Owner: Diana Wilkie
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Send in Your

Brags!........
We want to know 

what you are doing 

with your Aussie!



 
The Judge’s Corner

For this issue, we spoke with Judith A. 
(“Judy”) Franklin, who began her judging 
career in the early 1990s with matches and 
sweeps.  Her first regular assignment was 
3 Smooth Fox Terriers in February of 1999.  
Here she shares with us her thoughts about 
our breed—enjoy! 

What do you most enjoy about judging the 
breed? 

The happy way their bodies wag, not just 
their tails, and the grins they show when they are really enjoying 
themselves.

What do you like most about the Aussie? 
 
Their versatility.  They can be a working dog, hunting vermin; a farm 
dog, watching over stock; an alarm system, telling the family when 
danger is present, like the delivery man; and a wonderful pet, playing 
with the kids or happily sitting on a lap.  And again the happy, jaunty 
way they move. With a few exceptions, they are a happy breed. I espe-
cially like the way they go up on their hind legs.  You can almost see 
the snake they are hunting!

Which Aussie from the past has impressed you the most? 

The Aussie that I had the opportunity to really see and know from 
puppyhood to old age was BISS Ch Bearsteps Uluru Rocka Tekoah. 
She is the template that I use when judging. I saw her sire, BISS Ch 
Yaralla’s Rock the Ring, and really liked him, and had the opportunity 
to judge BIS Ch Bearsteps Jowillie, her dam, in a veteran sweeps.  I was 
so impressed by her type and by how she fit the standard. I also had 
a chance to evaluate BIS/BISS Ch Crestwood’s Contender when he 
lived with and was shown by Debbie Hempstead Vaught. He was very 
typey, a very showy dog.

Do you see a difference in the dogs from the past to the present? 
 
The first thing is the color. When I started judging them, they were 
blue and tan for the most part. Thirty years ago, the reds were not only 
few in number, but many were lacking in type, with most being too 
fine boned, too snipey. Then about 15 to 20 years ago, nice typey reds 
started hitting the ring in greater numbers. The emergence of beauti-
ful red dogs is very exciting, but I’d like to see good blue and tans hold 
their own.

What has improved in the breed over the years? 
 
Heads are consistently good, (although I do see a few weak fore faces), 
as are toplines  and fronts.  Coats were very good a few years ago, but 
I am seeing more soft coats.  I think with Silkys in the genetic back-
ground this is something breeders really have to watch.  

What do you feel could be improved in the breed? 
 
Coats need to be harder. There are still some temperament problems, 
but these are much improved over a few years ago. Even though they 
are a smaller Terrier, they need to be well muscled and toned. Toplines 
still need a bit of improving - I think conditioning helps here too.

How do you feel about overall consistency in the breed currently? 

I think there are still some regional differences, but in most parts of the 
country breeders are producing consistently good dogs. Size varies 
quite a bit in some areas. Our sport is aging, but your breed is lucky 
because there appear to be a lot of good young breeders. 

When you are judging the breed, what are you looking for? 

On heads, I want good expression from the use of ears, and that sharp, 
alert look in the eyes. I want alert dogs that are aware of their sur-
roundings, not robots who stare at the bait. I want a strong, rectangu-
lar head and foreface length equal to the topskull, which should be 
flat. I want the front legs to be as straight as possible with appropriate 
reach for their short legs, and the rear with a good shelf and hock 
action.

What do you see as the hallmark of the breed? 

The head, with its soft topknot, and the longer, upright ears. This dis-
tinguishes Aussie heads from the other short-legged Terriers.

What is your interpretation of a “blue” coat? 

It should be some shade of grey-blue, like slate in a dark dog, varying 
to almost a powder blue/slate.

What do you look for in a blue coat? 

I look for a dilute black, not sharp, shiny black, I want a slate color or a 
lighter gray-blue.

What differences have you observed in the blue/tans over the reds (i.e., 
size, coat, eye pigment)? 

The reds appear to be larger, with more bone and substance, and the 
ones I have seen have harder coats. My personal opinion is that blue/
tans have a more hard-bitten expression because of their eye color 
and coats.

Our guest judge this issue is Judith A. Franklin
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THE BASIC CONTRACT
SECTION I

INTRODUCTION
TITLE (Purchase & Sale Agreement)

Every contract should have a title. This allows the interpreter to under-
stand what the document purports to be. The title can be quite simple, 
“Sale Agreement” or “Purchase and Sale Agreement”.

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH 

The introduction should serve to define the title of the document, 
and identify the pertinent parties and dates. In addition, the practice 
of writing a preamble assists the parties, and anyone who is in the 
position to interpret the contract, in understanding the purpose of the 
contract.

EXAMPLE: The parties enter into this contract for the purchase and sale 
of one (1) purebred Australian Terrier. The contract terms set forth are 
prepared for the benefit of each individual dog, breeder, and buyer--to pre-
vent the exploitation of the breed through unselective breeding programs 
and practices. Without regard to the breed of dog, there is always a risk 
of physical problems in a giant breed of dog with even the most selective 
breeding practices. The parties enter into this agreement to preserve their 
mutual concern and respect for the Australian Terrier breed. The parties 
further acknowledge breeder’s intent to reserve breeding/stud rights on  
puppy.

PARTIES
Every contract must identify the parties. Most simply, the contract 
should contain name and address of the buyer and seller, and identify 
which party is the buyer and which is the seller. If the seller is an indi-
vidual doing business under a kennel name, both should be included. 
If the Kennel is a registered business, then you may choose to
use only the kennel name. This is a [Purchase and Sale Agreement] (here-
inafter “Agreement”), Between “Seller”

Name
Kennel name (if applicable)
Address
Phone
Email
and “Buyer”
Name
Address
Phone
Email

EXAMPLE: This agreement, made this ___ day of _____, 20__, is be-
tween ________ (seller) [doing business as “Kennel Name”] located at 
_________________ and _________ (Buyer) residing at ____________.

It is important be very clear when identifying multiple parties. Where 
one of the contracting parties is a couple, be sure to individually iden-
tify each person if you intend to bind both individuals. 

In a contract, the “thing” being sold must be sufficiently described. If 
appropriate, it is good practice to identify dog as specifically as

Contract for the Sale of a Dog

In comparison with the sale price of a purebred dog, the indirect costs 
of producing the pedigreed dog are manifold. On a basic level, the cost 
of achieving a Championship on a dog can run into the thousands of
dollars – campaigning that dog to the top 20 of its breed can easily 
run several times that amount. Add to that the cost of advertising fees, 
management fees, and general expenses, and it is not uncommon for 
an owner or breeder to spend tens of thousands of dollars on a top-
winning dog in a single year.

But direct costs aside, there are also the breeder’s reputation, integrity, 
and other personal values to take into consideration. Many of these 
animals represent years of careful and studied breeding programs, and 
the use – or misuse – of these animals can have a great impact on not
only the survival and success of the kennel, but also can seriously 
impact a breeder’s reputation among fellow fanciers – a reputation 
that carries a great deal of weight in these relatively small circles. To 
a breeder, reputation and integrity are what will determine whether 
their program continues as a viable enterprise.

Taking this into consideration, the simple sale of a Newfoundland 
puppy for $1,500 actually represents a massive investment of tangible 
and intangible value by the kennel. Accordingly, a contract is a sound 
course of action for any person entering into an agreement concerning 
their rights – and the rights of another – to a purebred dog. In plain 
terms, a contract is an enforceable promise, which should contain all 
the considerations of the buyer and seller. But a contract for the sale of 
a purebred dog not as simple as one might think. 

A contract for the sale of a pet animal is much more basic than one 
covering the sale of a show dog, with contingencies, breeding reserva-
tion, syndicates, and so forth. This contract, however, should contain 
the basic provisions that should be in all contracts concerning dogs.
This guidebook will hopefully give you an idea of the information you 
could include in a basic purchase and sales contract. 

This guidebook is intended only for providing a structure and sugges-
tions to get you started. The final form of your contract will depend 
greatly on the exact desires and objectives of the parties.

The following discussion provides a basic outline of items you likely 
will want to see, or consider, in a contract. You may choose to use this 
as a checklist against which you can compare any existing or potential 
contract. It is surprising how often contract basics get lost to the more
complicated and unique aspects of “animal contracts”, but the details 
can make or break a contract.

The following presentation is framed around a standard purchase and 
sale agreement of a puppy. You can modify the terms and conditions, 
and add or delete relevant sections, for a variety of different situations 
concerning animals.
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possible. “A puppy” may refer to any pup. Whereas, “Australian Terrier 
dog from the Hansel (sire) x Gretel (dam) litter whelped January 31, 
2003” would describe any one Australian Terrier pup from a specific 
litter. Adding a name or description could serve to specify one pup: . 
The following example identifies the puppy as any one puppy from a 
specific litter:  

EXAMPLE: The Buyer agrees to purchase from seller a male/female puppy 
of the ________ breed from the _________ (sire) x ___________ (dam) 
litter whelped _______________, 20__, [named _____________ or 
described as ___________]. 

When	available,	the	contract	should	also	include:	•	General	description	
of dog (color, sex, etc.)  General description of the “type” of dog sold (in
a typical breeder’s contract, they will identify the dog as “pet” or “show” 
quality	–	this	may	appear	elsewhere	in	the	agreement);	•	Registry	
number, or any other permanent identification number (microchip, 
tattoo, etc.)

If any of the above are unknown or unavailable, describe the parents as 
clearly as possible, including any individual markings or other identify-
ing characteristics.

Parents	–	sire	and	dam:	•	Registry	number,	or	any	other	permanent
identification	number	(microchip,	tattoo,	etc.)	•	If	either	of	the	above	
are unknown or unavailable, describe the parents as clearly as possible, 
including any individual markings or other identifying characteristics).
•	Date	born	(if	unknown,	indicating	an	approximated	age	can	be	ap-
propriate if desired)

EXAMPLE:
Breed: Australian Terrier, Boy-Puppy #6 whelped on 01/31/2003
Registration Number: RN01593706
Color: blue/tan
Date of Birth: January 31, 2003
Sire: ____/RN555555/04
Dam: _____/RN555555/01

PURCHASE PRICE

For a contract to be valid, it must contain some sort of value given by 
the buyer to the seller in consideration for the “thing” purchased. In 
law, this is called consideration. It can be almost anything of present 
value, including money, services, etc. In this provision, you can account 
for any deposits made, or other services exchanged that reduces the 
actual amount paid for the dog. 

EXAMPLE: The purchase price of the puppy is $____ [less the deposit of 
$___, or less the breeding services valued at $____, etc.]. The balance is 
due ____. [You may also include shipping charges in this provision.)

If you agree to any partial payment, outline the exact terms of pay-
ment (including amounts and dates), and any conditions upon which 
future payments may change. If payments are being made, specify the 
due date and any “grace” period for late payments. It is a very common 
error for parties to fail to adequately describe what the parties expect 
regarding staggered and/or conditional payments.

If compensation other than money is considered, outline the exact 
services expected in order to complete and fulfill the contract. In 
describing the obligations, err on the side of inclusion.

DATE AND SIGNATURES

While the signatures appear at the end of the contract, it is important 
not to forget this requirement in the details discussed below. Most sim-
ply,  the parties signatures demonstrate that the contract is a 
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manifestation of their intent to be bound by the terms of the agree-
ment. All parties referred to in the contract should sign and date the 
agreement. If the contract is several pages, or has addenda, attach-
ments, etc, it may be good practice for the parties to initial and date 
each page. One copy for each party should be filled out and signed at 
the same time, so that all parties have valid copies of the contract.

SECTION II
BUYER’S OBLIGATIONS

The breeder may wish to oblige the buyer to take additional measures 
concerning the care of the dog, showing the dog, etc. If so, the addi-
tional terms should be written in a section of the contract dealing with 
the buyer’s continuing responsibilities. 

This section should explain the obligations that the buyer promises to 
fulfill, beginning with a general introduction section encompassing all 
basic care requirements. 

While provisions concerning general training and care are probably the 
least enforceable terms of the entire dog contract, such provisions are 
nonetheless valuable. The language itself impresses on the buyer the 
importance of owner control and responsibility for the dog. And such 
provisions may serve to assist in protecting the seller against future 
claims of destruction or damage caused by the animal, absent some 
evidence of prior knowledge of the dog’s propensities. An example of 
this is a clause wherein the buyer agrees to not to use aggression train-
ing with the dog.

The buyer’s basic obligations for training and care may include any 
combination of the following non-exhaustive list: 

•	 The dog shall be maintained and kept under buyer’s control at all 
times;

•	 Not allowed to run at large (with possible exception of under 
direct supervision and control of owner);

•	 Provided a secure enclosure (if desired, you can add specific 
acceptable materials, height, and need to secure against escape 
both under and over the enclosure);

•	 Required veterinary care; General requirements – all encompass-
ing provisions that are the minimum for maintaining the health 
and well-being of the dog (adequate food, water, and shelter from 
the	elements,	for	example);	•	“Including	but	not	limited	to	…”	any	
specific examples that are particularly important to your contract, 
whether because of specific breed concerns, or purpose-specific 
requirements needed to maintain the dog in necessary health and

         condition; Any specific requirements for ongoing prophylactic
         treatment.

EXAMPLE:  The buyer agrees to provide the dog with proper exercise, diet, 
shelter and general care; properly maintain adequate accommodations.
The buyer further agrees to provide regular veterinary care including 
checkups, booster vaccinations, microchip and any other care needed
by the dog, (e.g. regular worming, illnesses, injuries, etc).

Because the importance of a “training and care” provision is mostly 
informative – not its enforceability – it is good practice to explain why 
the buyer is agreeing to do (or not do) certain things. 

EXAMPLE: There are many factors that can influence growth and devel-
opment of a giant breed dog, such as diet, exercise, weight gain, proper 
veterinary care, etc. The buyer agrees to complete the appropriate vac-
cinations, give the dog regular and appropriate exercise, and feed the dog 
according to the information provided by the seller. The buyer additionally 
agrees to provide a suitable fenced area for this dog.



It is not uncommon to see contracts require vaccine requirements, 
regular dental treatments, and other preventative treatments such as 
flea/tick or heartworm.

EXAMPLE: The buyer agrees to maintain the dog in a humane environ-
ment and properly train and care for it. The buyer agrees to license the 
dog, inoculate the dog against rabies, distemper, parvovirus, and other
communicable diseases as recommended by a qualified veterinarian. The 
buyer agrees that the dog will not be allowed to roam and will be social-
ized and obedience trained appropriately.

However, considering the ongoing developments in the veterinary 
industry and increasing questions regarding over-treatment causing 
negative health ramifications – especially as pertains to vaccinations – 
it might be wise to require such measures “as appropriate” for the dog’s 
age, condition, local area, and relative risk of exposure dependent 
upon the dog’s activities. This necessarily introduces a subjective ele-
ment in the requirement, but is arguably also more reasonable. It may 
be wise to suggest “appropriate” measures rather than some specific 
schedule that is easily breached, and that could actually prove to be
unhealthy in some future study – especially considering the ques-
tionable enforceability of such a clause anyway (absent some direct 
interest in the animal giving rise to an ‘interest’ in the animal’s ongoing 
health, such as a co-ownership.)

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

There may be several requirements that the breeder wants the buyer 
to fulfill with respect to general “paperwork” regarding the dog. You 
may want to include in your contract some language emphasizing that 
these seemingly mundane issues have a distinct value to the seller, 
particularly with respect to building the reputation and measuring the 
worth of their breeding program. This adds value not only to the judge 
or lawyer who might later be called to interpret the contract, but also 
acknowledges the buyer’s understanding of the non-tangible values
involved in breeding a pedigreed dog. 

These “paperwork” requirements may include obligations for the buyer 
to:
•	 Use the kennel’s name as first name of the official registry name;
•	 Notify	seller	of	any	change	in	contact	information;	•	Submit	appli-

cable registration materials (including any specific requirements 
particular to that breed);

•	 Submit applicable materials to microchip (and/or tattoo and/or 
other permanent identification registry);

•	 List the kennel as a secondary contact on any such registry;
•	 Notify seller of any pertinent accomplishments of the dog – titles, 

awards of merit, or other accomplishments recognized by any 
appropriate organization.

•	 Release agreement – allowing seller to use the dog’s name, pic-
ture, and/or other information in advertising the kennel or other 
dogs, providing that seller shall give buyer proper recognition of

         ownership where appropriate.

FUTURE TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF DOG

In interpreting the parties’ property interests after a contract, courts 
prefer that the buyer receive the entire property interest in the animal.  
Because ownership of property grants the owner the exclusive right to

possess, use, and dispose of the property, a clause that prohibits a
buyer from reselling the dog may be ruled unenforceable. Therefore, it 
is incumbent on the drafter to explicitly set forth the reasons for a no 
resale clause, retain an interest in the dog, include a first option on any 
resale, or have a resale trigger some damages provision.

This is an extremely important section that addresses the respective 
rights to the dog should the original purchaser decide to sell or place 
the dog. This is lso one of the most sensitive aspects of the contract –
subtle drafting can drastically affect whether the clause will be en-
forceable or not. In general, you want to make a “take-back” provision 
as fair and as clear as possible, with a definitive scheme for when and 
how the dog is to be returned, the measurement of any value for the 
dog, and limitations on what the seller will be responsible for.

While such covenants are not generally favored by law, it is important 
to never underestimate the “non-legal” value of such clauses – it can 
often be just as important to the seller, if not more so, that the buyer 
unambiguously understands that the seller WANTS the dog back if 
things do not work out. Simply having the option in writing can often 
mean a successful, voluntary return of the abandoned dog, aside from 
any questions regarding the legal enforceability of the clause itself. 
This is important to any good breeder, as they want to help ensure that 
their dogs will not end up in shelters, abusive or neglectful homes, 
puppy mills, or other unacceptable situations if the first placement 
falls through. The seller often also has a keen interest in controlling the 
destination of any intact breeding dogs. 

These “future transfer” requirements may include obligations for the 
buyer to:
•	 Notify Seller of intention to sell or give away the dog; 
•	 in writing; 
•	 in a time frame (i.e., “a minimum of two weeks before …”);
•	 Provide seller with an absolute first right of refusal (It is important 

to include language that a refusal must be reasonable, as it helps 
the chance of such a right being upheld if later challenged in 
court.)

EXAMPLE: In the event the buyer is unable to keep the dog for any reason, 
the buyer agrees to immediately contact the seller. The buyer agrees that 
the seller has the first option to either: (a) take the dog back or (b) assist 
the buyer in finding a suitable home for the dog.

EXAMPLE: The parties understand that the Breeder retains an interest in 
all dogs bearing his/her Kennel name, and that an unauthorized resale of 
the dog may adversely affect and damage the Kennel’s reputation and the 
value of the kennel’s dogs. Because of the foregoing, the parties agree that 
the Buyer will not resell the dog without prior approval of the Seller. The 
parties further agree that, in the event that the Buyer is unable to keep the 
dog for any reason, he/she will immediately contact the Seller, who has
the first option to accept the return of the dog. The Seller will make a 
reasonable offer based the breeder’s reasonable assessment of factors that 
may affect the dog’s value, such as age, condition, and general health. In 
the event that the Buyer sells the dog without the Seller’ prior consent, the 
Seller may seek damages in the value of the dog and consequential dam-
ages to the Kennel.

If you include a “take back” clause, you want to outline what happens if 
the seller exercises their option to take the dog back. You will want to
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GENERAL TRAINING AND SOCIALIZATION

This section will outline the Buyer’s responsibility in training and social-
izing the dog as appropriate for its breed and lifestyle. While such a 
clause is quite susceptible to legal challenge, the terms in this section 
of the contract can prove to be a powerful tool in demonstrating that 
the owner bears significant responsibility in the ultimate temperament 
and reliability – and thus safety – of that individual dog.

In these days of increasing awareness of liabilities arising out of dog 
bites or attacks, these clauses may help protect the seller from damage 
caused by an untrained, unsocialized, or otherwise inappropriately 
managed dog (including lack of restraint and training of a dog using
inappropriate aggression/attack methods), causes that do not flow 
from the seller’s responsibility in breeding dogs of sound, stable tem-
peraments. 

In addition, such clauses serve to help educate the buyer in what 
methods the seller considers appropriate and necessary training. This 
not only helps to show that the seller did indeed attempt to educate 
the buyer – it also puts that education in writing, hopefully helping the 
buyer to shape a reliable canine citizen.

BREEDING AND/OR PERFORMANCE OBLIGATIONS

If the dog is a breeding or performance prospect, the buyer may bear 
extra responsibilities. These issues are very individual, and depend on 
the nature of the particular arrangement unique to any given situa-
tion. The following below is an idea of what might be included – any 
specific requirements or expectations, including who will pay for which 
expenses, should be laid out as specifically as possible. Quite simply, 
this is an area where confusion about respective responsibilities is 
perhaps one of the more common sources of later dissension between 
the parties. 

Any of the following provisions may help to clarify the parties’ posi-
tions:
•	 The buyer accepts responsibility for training, grooming and social-

izing the dog as necessary to prepare the dog for this specific 
purpose;

•	 The buyer agrees to attempt to title the dog (such as a conforma-
tion Championship, performance titles, breed titles, etc.);

•	 The buyer agrees that they are 100% responsible for any expense 
incurred in achieving these goals; 

•	 The buyer acknowledges that seller has guaranteed only that the 
dog has the basic physical characteristics necessary to achieve the 
desired goal, and that the seller cannot guarantee that the dog 
actually will achieve this goal.

•	 The guaranty of so-called “show-quality” does not extend to guar-
anteeing that the dog is of breeding quality, or that the dog will 
suit the buyer’s breeding needs.

Unless the seller wishes to make this kind of promise, the contract 
should specifically state that the quality guarantee does not guarantee 
that the dog will even be able to breed (due to some physical infertility 
or other impediment). 
•	 In the context of show dogs, the buyer agrees to not alter (spay or 

neuter) the dog until after it has achieved its title, unless other-
wise waived in writing by the seller, or unless in response to a 
life-threatening situation (as documented by veterinary records).

The following conditions are often required in order to ensure the 
integrity of the seller’s reputation as a breeder, as well as the breed as 
a whole. While their enforceability is uncertain, they are considered 
reasonable and standard requirements within the fancy, and therefore
have some inherent value. 

specifically state that transfer will be complete, including:
•	 Transfer of ownership under all applicable registries;
•	 Provide current copy of veterinary records to date; 
•	 If desired, provide a payment/reimbursement scale. 

You may also choose to include the following provisions:
•	 Note that provision is not meant to interfere with the buyer’s or 

seller’s rights as may otherwise be provided under the contract, 
unless otherwise agreed upon in writing;

•	 Provide that all past expenses and liabilities are the sole respon-
sibility of the buyer, other than as may otherwise be provided by 
the Agreement;

Specifying these terms in the contract helps to clarify and limit the al-
lowable financial compensation for a returned dog before any trouble 
occurs and emotions begin to run high. At the very least, the contract 
should specify that any financial reimbursement is subject to the 
breeder’s reasonable assessment of factors that may affect the dog’s
value, such as age, condition, and general health. 

One method to determine financial reimbursement is a declining scale 
of value, which reduces the maximum total percentage of purchase 
price (subject to the current health and condition of the dog) that the 
buyer can expect, graduated upon declining scale as the dog gets 
older. The exact age scale depends largely on the breed’s maturity
rate, and the seller’s personal desires. For large breeds, the typical 
maximum age where the buyer can expect any kind of financial reim-
bursement is two years, more commonly eighteen months.

If there are any remaining payments or services per an extended sales 
agreement, the contract should specify how those unpaid benefits 
will be allocated if the dog is returned before the contractual payment 
terms are met in full.

HEALTH GUARANTEE OBLIGATIONS

This section is extremely important, and a critical area in which the 
drafter should take care to put the contractual conditions in the clear-
est terms possible. A competent health guarantee clause, both on the
seller’s and buyer’s side, should take into consideration breed-specific 
diseases, tests, and acceptable practices. The options for handling 
health issues that may crop up are very personal, and require careful 
thought on the part of all parties to the agreement.

You may choose to obligate the buyer to do certain things in order for 
any health guarantee to be valid:
•	 A preliminary veterinary examination:
•	 Specify time frame within which exam must occur;
•	 Meeting this condition is a pre-requisite for preserving the buyer’s 

rights under the health guarantee provisions within the contract;
•	 If desired, specify the documentation or method(s) of documenta-

tion or communication the seller requires regarding the veterinar-
ian’s findings.

Specify any necessary testing to uphold specific health guarantees, as 
appropriate to breed, function and/or type of dog (e.g. OFA, PennHip, 
etc.); 
•	 Include, if applicable, requisite time frame for test to be per-

formed;
•	 Specify whether the x-rays are to be submitted to seller or directly 

to the recognized organization that will certify the results; and 
require that any results be conveyed to seller. If test results are 
to be sent to seller, specify who will in turn then submit them for 
certification, refer here to Seller’s Warranties and Guarantees.

•	 Clearly state that failure to comply with these provisions will void 
any guarantees as to that condition.
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•	 The buyer agrees to not use the dog for contributing to puppy 
mills, commercial breeding facilities, or other practices considered 
detrimental to the health of the individual and of the breed;

•	 The buyer agrees that the dog shall not be bred until it has 
achieved the appropriate title (whether a working or conforma-
tion title, or both);

•	 The buyer agrees that the dog shall not be bred except to another 
dog of the same breed; 

•	 The buyer agrees that the dog will not be bred unless the other 
dog has also passed its health clearances, as required of the sub-
ject dog in the contract.

NO BREEDING OBLIGATION

Because the general practice with purebred dogs is to spay or neuter 
pet quality dogs well after the seller releases the dogs at 8-10 weeks 
old, a no breeding clause is essential to protect the kennel’s name and 
reputation, not to mention the health of the breed. But, as discussed 
above, courts do not like contracts that give the buyer less than a
whole interest in the “thing” purchased. Therefore, the no breeding 
clause should explain why the parties have agreed to this clause. One 
way to achieve this is to write into the contract the price difference 
between a puppy sold with the intention to breed (say $2,000) and 
a puppy sold as a pet without the intent to breed ($1,000). This will 
clearly establish to anyone reading the contract that there is a great
difference in value between the two types.

EXAMPLE: The buyer agrees that the dog is sold as a companion dog 
and must be spayed or neutered when it reaches maturity, before twelve 
months of age. The seller will rebate [$] to the purchaser, one third of the 
purchase price, upon receipt of a certificate of spay or neuter from a
qualified veterinarian, provided that the dog has not previously been used 
for breeding.

If you wish to leave the option open to convert the pet dog animal 
contract into a show or breeding dog, you can add a provision stating 
so much.

EXAMPLE: If requested by the buyer, the seller shall have the prerogative 
to re-evaluate the dog for [show quality/breeding purposes]. In the event 
that the dog is considered [show/breeding] quality, the parties will execute 
new agreement and the buyer will pay the difference between a show 
quality dog and a pet quality dog.

BREACH OF AGREEMENT

Finally, you want to provide a clause that describes the buyer’s and 
seller’s respective rights if the buyer breaches the contract in any way. 
Elements of this clause can include:
•	 The buyer must forfeit the dog to seller;
•	 The buyer relinquishes any remedies that would have otherwise 

been provided by the contract;
         A liquidated damages clause;
         Attorney’s fee provision;
•	 The buyer remains solely responsible for any expenses incurred 

prior to breach, including expenses incurred for care, training, etc.

EXAMPLE: In the event of breach of this agreement, buyer agrees to pay 
all expenses of retaking, holding, preparing for sale, selling, and expenses 
as may be allowed by law and incurred by the seller in enforcing his or her 
rights under this security agreement. The rights and remedies conveyed 
upon the seller will be in addition to and not in substitution of or in 
derogation of the rights and remedies conferred by the laws of the State of 
(Your State.)

For a liquidated damages provision to be enforceable, the liquidated 
sum must be a reasonable pre estimate of loss at the time of the execu-
tion of the agreement. In short, if the seller wants to put a specific 
amount of damages into the contract ($5000), the contract should ex-
plain why that amount is reasonable. A figure simply drawn out of the 
air may not be enforceable. Therefore, as in the “No Resale” clause, the 
liquidated damages clause should explain why the parties have agreed
that a sum certain would resolve any dispute arising from a breach of 
the agreement.

EXAMPLE: The parties understand that, in addition to costs relating to the 
health, welfare, and safety of the dog, the damages that may arise from a 
breach of this agreement may adversely affect the reputation and value of
the Kennel’s dogs. The parties agree that any material breach of this agree-
ment … $5,000.

One consideration when drafting a liquidated damages provision is 
where you want to enforce the provision, if needed. Do you want to 
keep your claims in small claims court? A liquidated damages provi-
sion providing for $5,000 may be brought in small claims court, but 
the court may only award $4,000. On the other hand, if the liquidated 
damages provision is for $10,000, the seller may wish to bring the
case in district or superior court. In that case, the parties will need to 
retain attorneys, and be prepared for a long legal battle. 

Even if the seller does not want to enforce damages provisions against 
breaching buyers, a liquidated damages provision can be used as a 
good negotiating tool. The ability to seek $5,000 from a buyer who 
wants to establish a back yard breeding program with the dog that 
you sold to him as “pet quality” may provide the impetus for the buyer 
to surrender the dog and not engage in those practices.

SECTION III
SELLER’S OBLIGATIONS

SELLER’S WARRANTIES AND GUARANTEES

This section outlines the seller’s promises and responsibilities. It is im-
portant to note that many dog contracts unduly favor the seller. This is 
probably the surest way to have a court refuse to enforce the contract.
Seller’s often have a legitimate reason to want to reserve certain rights 
in the dog, especially one of good breeding or quality. However, care 
should be taken to ensure that the buyer’s respective benefits are 
reflected, and that the contract is as balanced as possible. If necessary, 
you may even want to go so far as to include a clause in which the
buyer explicitly recognizes that “in exchange” for accepting the dog 
with the multiple restrictions and limitations and reserved rights, they 
are being given the chance to purchase/adopt a dog of higher quality 
than they would otherwise. However, you should always carefully 
evaluate conditions that are heavily in the seller’s favor, and be aware 
of the law’s preference for an unrestricted transfer of property. Any
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restrictions or reserved rights stand a much better chance of being 
upheld later if the contract is “balanced” – i.e., the buyer also receives
substantial benefit through the contract, and the seller’s rights are not 
overly oppressive.

SELLER’S WARRANTIES

Warranties are assurances by the seller to the buyer of the existence of 
a fact upon which the buyer may rely. In this context, a warranty is a 
promise about the dog, i.e. “this is a show quality dog”. Warranties may 
be made overtly by express clauses in the contract,

EXAMPLE: Breeder guarantees the described Australian Terrier is a pure-
bred dog, registered with the American Kennel Club and will furnish a true 
and correct copy of the pedigree and AKC registration certificate to the
owner upon final payment or upon receipt from AKC. 

or by implication as implied warranties incorporated by law. It is impor-
tant when warranting pet quality to explain what any warranty term 
means.

EXAMPLE: The seller will use their best judgment and the advice of other 
fanciers in evaluating the puppies as to show or pet quality. There is no 
guarantee that a puppy evaluated as “Show Quality” will be successful in 
the show ring as an adult and no warranties are made to that effect.

In the past, the sale of animals was covered entirely by the doctrine 
of caveat emptor (or “buyer beware”). The sales did not contain any 
implied warranties. But in modern law, a few implied warranties attach 
to the sale of animals. These change from state to state. But generally,
there are two warranties implied by law in the sale of purebred ani-
mals: title and merchantability. 

The warranty of title is simply a promise that the seller owns the dog 
that they are selling. 

The warranty of merchantability means that the dog is what it is pur-
ported to be: a companion animal is warranted to be fit for the general 
purpose of a companion. Disqualifying marks, a bad gait, or a bad bite 
would not fall under this warranty.

The warranty of fitness for a particular purpose is trickier. Some states 
incorporate it by law, others require that the seller make some express 
statement about the dog before they will incorporate this warranty. 
Like its description states, this warranty promises that the dog is fit
for some special purpose, such as a drafting dog. If during the pur-
chase, buyer discusses wanting a dog to do drafting competitions, and 
the seller responds that the puppy should be able to do that, comes 
from a line of fine drafting dogs, etc., it could be construed that the 
seller has promised (warranted) that the puppy will be a drafting dog.

Because a lot is said between the potential buyer and seller while dis-
cussing the puppies, and the breeder’s line in general, it is best for the 
seller to protect themselves by including a general disclaimer to any 
“inadvertent” warranties that may have been given.

EXAMPLE: This dog is warranted only for the purpose of being a com-
panion animal. While it may be capable of performing other functions, no 
warranty is given as to its fitness for any special purpose.

Typically, sellers include the following express warranties:
•	 The seller is the lawful owner of the dog, the dog is free of all 

encumbrances, and that the seller has the right to sell the dog:
•	 That the dog is in good health and sound body;
•	 That – to the best of seller’s knowledge – the dog is of stable 

temperament and sound disposition at the time that the dog is 
transferred to buyer;

(Many breeders shy away from guaranteeing a dog’s temperament – 
and for good reason. There are many factors that go into the ultimate 
behavior and temperament of a dog, and both “nature” and “nurture” 
have their influence. However, some language such as that suggested
above, helps provide evidence that the seller did not knowingly adopt 
out a problematic dog, but be careful about overbroad promises.)

If the dog is a show or working prospect, the seller may wish to war-
rant that the dog does not have any major conformational or structural 
fault that will inhibit the dog from performing that objecting. 
•	 That the dog has received all vaccinations or other treatment as 

appropriate to the age of the dog at the transfer of ownership, 
and that veterinary records will be provided upon request at time 
of transfer;

•	 That to the best of Seller’s knowledge, the dog is free from any 
contagious or harmful diseases:

(Here is where you want to insert a basic health guarantee, which 
generally begins by provided that the buyer must bring the dog to a 
veterinarian within a certain number of days (as also referred to in the 
Buyer’s guarantees); In addition, under the seller’s obligations section,
you should describe the buyer’s remedies if the seller breaches these 
promises (while it may be difficult to discuss buyer remedies, this will 
help to balance the contract and make it more enforceable:)
•	 Stipulate to the buyer’s remedy (usually, full reimbursement of 

purchase price);

The buyer must request remedy in writing, and provide written docu-
mentation of veterinarians findings;
•	 Some breeders require that the buyer also return the dog, unless 

otherwise agreed upon in writing. 

In writing the seller’s guaranties, be careful not to over-promise 
anything. For example, some dogs never achieve their Champion-
ship because of the owner’s lack of diligence in pursing the title, and 
not through any fault or flaw on the dog’s (and thus the seller’s) part. 
Therefore, crafting of this language should be done with care.

HEALTH GUARANTEES

This is, again, a critical component of the contract, and should gener-
ally correlate to the buyer’s responsibility to test for the dog’s health. 
Particular care should be taken regarding the available remedies. The 
following is but one example for handling these issues.

It does not need to be said, but a health “guarantee” is a misnomer. No 
breeder or seller can promise that a dog is genetically free of any prob-
lem. What the breeder can promise is that they’ve made every effort to 
minimize the risk of any such problem, and that if the problem does
occur to the dog in question, that the buyer has certain remedies 
(which should be set out as explicitly as possible).

EXAMPLE: The seller guarantees that the dog is the offspring of breeding 
stock that are free of hip-dysplasia of a genetic origin as determined by the 
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA).

Should the seller want to limit any general guarantee of health, they 
may limit the warranty.

EXAMPLE: Should the dog develop clinical signs of hypothyroidism prior 
to his second birthday, the Seller agrees to replace said dog with another 
of equal value subject to the following conditions: 
That said dog has not been used for breeding, either intentionally or 
unintentionally;
•	 Provided said dog has received proper exercise and diet, and has 

been properly maintained for his size and weight;
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•	 That Seller has the right to a second veterinarian of his choice evalu-
ate the dog’s condition before the guarantee will be honored.

The seller may also want to include any of the following in their guar-
antee:
•	 If the dog is believed to be affected by a health condition, the 

seller has the right to request a second veterinary opinion before 
the seller’s remedies are triggered;

•	 Specify (again) the exact remedies available if the dog is in fact af-
fected: usually, either a puppy of comparable quality, or refund of 
purchase price, the choice of which remedy is at seller’s discretion;

•	 Provisions on what happens if the buyer chooses to relinquish 
dog (namely, a damage limiting provision, noting that the rem-
edies provided above are the sole remedies, and that any prior 
expenses, including medical expenses (except perhaps the cost of 
the original veterinarian visit and tests that diagnosed the condi-
tion) remain the sole responsibility of the buyer;

•	 Provisions on what happens if the buyer chooses to keep affected 
dog (whichever remedy is utilized): o The buyer accepts all future 
medical and other expenses that may flow out of the condition;

•	 The buyer acknowledges that any payment made by seller 
towards the dog’s medical care or expenses are voluntary, and do 
not imply or explicitly promise any future contributions or pay-
ments.

Another element of the health guarantee section covers any action on 
the buyer’s part that would negate the health guarantees (e.g. compli-
ance with the testing and certification requirements, or an agreement 
not to allow the dog to jump from any height before its growth plates 
set). Such exceptions should be explicitly described.

SECTION IV
TRANSFER AT DEATH

It is recommended to insert a general provision that provides for the 
title and ownership rights to the dog if either the seller or buyer pass 
away or become otherwise incompetent or incapacitated. Different 
registries such as the AKC have specific requirements for the transfer of
ownership after an owner has passed away, and the parties should 
make the necessary preparations so that the dog may revert to one of 
the other parties in accordance with those requirements.

SECTION V
VENUE, ATTORNEY’S FEES, CONTRACT LENGTH, ETC.

The final section should include a venue provision, indicate the total 
length of the contract, and state that the contract stands alone and 
that there are no other existing agreements that affect the contract, 
absent another agreement signed by all parties. It is also wise to indi-
cate that the contract is binding upon all heirs, successors and
assignees. Of course, a date and signatures are the final critical steps.

Many people drafting their own agreements fail to include the fol-
lowing “miscellaneous” clauses. But they should be included in every 
contract.

Change of Address
The buyer agrees to notify the seller of any changes of address during
the dog’s lifetime.

Amendment
Any changes or additional terms to this Agreement must be in the 
form of an Addendum and signed by all parties.

Severability
If any provision of the Agreement is or becomes void or unenforceable 
by force or operation of law, the other provisions shall remain valid and 
enforceable.

Integration
The entire Agreement between the parties is contained herein.

Applicable Law
This Agreement shall be governed by the substantive laws of the State 
of (Your State) without regard to conflicts of law provisions.

Jurisdiction and Venue
The parties agree to submit to the personal jurisdiction of the Courts of 
the State of (Your State.)
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Laughing Budda Dog SaysLaughing Budda Dog Says

The Mind
is everything.
The Mind
is everything.

What you think
you become.
What you think
you become.

I am squirrel.I am squirrel.



WE ASKED,
As Breeders & Exhibitors spending precious dollars per year for that 
coveted ribbon to show that our hard work paid off, we often wonder 
what do the judges think? So, we decided to ask!

Question: 
What would you like to see more or less of in the show ring 
when judging Australian Terriers?

I would like to see better coat conditioning in some exhibits.  I would 
further like to see more of the terrier spirit in some, and of course 
there is the docked tail issue, it’s docked for me.
- Annemarie Moore

Not just less, but no orange and black coloring on the dogs.  In a 
perfect world, no coloring at all, but the vivid orange and flat black are 
offensive!
- Judith A. Franklin

I have to say that what I would really like to see more of would be 
Australian Terriers!  In my part of the country, at least, we are fortunate 
to have an entry of one. As judges, we really love the opportunity to 
put our thinking caps on and make choices, not simply point. This 
situation, sadly, is not peculiar to Australian Terriers but rather typical 
with many terrier breeds. For the dedicated, passionate judge, there is 
usually always beauty in numbers!
- Gay Dunlap

The standard: The body is of sturdy structure with ribs well-sprung but 
not rounded, forming a chest reaching slightly below the elbows with a 
distinct keel.
I would like to see more dogs will a distinct keel. 
-Toddie Clark

CORRECT COLOR!  Why is it that I very rarely see “blue”?  The Standard 
calls for it but I’ll be darned if I can find it. 
- Ken McDermott

Overall, the breed appears to have maintained soundness and attitude 
well over the years.  Coats are good, too.  The only things that might 
benefit from more attention from breeders, are height and ear size.  
There are some rather large Aussies with really big ears popping up in 
the ring.  I like the breed and always look forward to having one in the 
group that will satisfy these two characteristics.
- Kathy Grosso

Proper length of back.  I have found entries that are too square.  Also 
a good forechest with proper layback. I have found the quality of 
Australian Terrier to be very good across the country.
 - Sharol Candace Way

What I would like to see is more Australians.  It seems the breeders are 
on a good, healthy roll in producing some quality dogs and I want to 
see more!  I don’t want to see a size of dog that’s half-way between 
a Silky size and a Aussie.  The work the Australian is expected to do 
requires a good bit of body and leg without going overboard.  The 
heads have been magnificent, and being a “head passionate” person, 
this really pleases me.  95% of the entries move soundly – who can ask 
for more?!  So, as I said – I just want more entries! 
- Ann Hearn

I would like to see better coats. They should be stripped down every 
three or four months so a new good textured and color coated can 
come in.
- Jane Forsyth 

I’d just like to see more dogs!!! It’s been quite some time since I’ve 
judged them.
- David A. Alexander

I would like to see less over grooming - such as coloring, excessive 
head trimming - especially with scissors. I would also love to see more 
Aussies with the kind of ground covering movement described in the 
breed standard.
 - Linda More

First, let me say how much I enjoy your wonderful breed! Wish more of 
them were being shown!

It’s nice to see that teary, buggy eyes seem to be a thing of the past. 
Rears are improving, but fronts are still an issue, as is a proper keel. 
Some exhibits lack correct length for theIr height and some are too 
big. Smut in the coat is frequently a problem. Temperament is still alert 
and outgoing. Your breed is a pleasure to judge!
 - Sue Goldberg

I would just like to see more Australians in the ring. Lately there has 
been one if any at the shows on the East Coast. The quality has im-
proved so much over the last few decades, its a shame that the breed 
has become so rare. 
- Kenneth Kauffman
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Puppy training is one of the most important and enjoyable aspects 
of raising a show dog, and new exhibitors can start the process much 
earlier than some people think. Show puppies should start the basics 
of conformation training weeks before they are ready to leave the 
breeder’s home. If early training is done consistently, puppies learn 
extremely quickly and have a head start on the basics before they are 
even old enough for handling classes. 

When training basic conformation skills, use positive reinforcement 
methods, which reward the desired behavior with food or toys. Always 
keep in mind this important motto: “Puppies learn what they repeat 
and promote what you permit.” The goal here is to avoid allowing your 
puppy to form any bad habits that will be difficult to correct later.

Name That Puppy
Soon after the puppies are born, give each one a name. A puppy as 
young as 3 weeks old can learn its name if it is repeated often. The 
puppy will realize it is an individual dog, not just an unidentified 
member of the group. Many breeders wait until the new owners name 
the puppies, but they run the risk of missing the opportunity to give 
the puppies that all-important sense of self-esteem. Because puppies 
adapt well to name changes, the new owners can always choose a
different name for their puppy later if they wish.

Bait Training
One of the most useful behaviors to teach a puppy is to look at you 
on command. They can begin learning this the very first time you feed 
them a meal. When you put the food bowl down, and your puppy 
begins to gobble up its meal, repeat the word “cookie” (a word often 
used by exhibitors), or another word of your choosing, over and over. 
This verbal repetition will teach the puppy to associate a pleasant 
experience, such as eating, with that word. 

Later, use this word to focus the pup’s attention on you while offering 
it treats from your hand when the puppy is in a Stand-Stay. This par-
ticular technique, known as baiting, is very useful for dogs shown in 
conformation because it makes the dog stretch up its neck and pose, 
as if it has just seen a squirrel. 

Exhibitors can offer bait from their hand, pocket or mouth. Dog food 
is commonly used as bait for younger dogs. Liver and hot dogs can be 
used for older show dogs. Only feed as much bait as you need to get 
the job done. And remember: Never give a puppy you wish to show 
in conformation a treat for sitting; always make it stand for a treat. If a 
puppy learns to sit for a treat, it will always sit when treats are offered. 
You don’t want to teach the dog to associate treats with sitting.

Stand For Examination
Every show dog must stand still during the judge’s examination, which 
includes an inspection of the dog’s mouth. Stand-Stay is the single 
most important exercise a show dog needs to learn because dogs are 
required to stand for long periods in the show ring; they should never 
sit or lie down. It’s never too early to begin this training.

As soon as the puppies can stand up (4 to 5 weeks of age), have them 
stand on a table in front of a mirror, which will allow you to accurately 
evaluate their outline and balance. First, hold the puppy in a standing 
position and count to 10. Gradually count to higher numbers every 
day until you count to 120. As the puppy gets older, it will begin to 
hold this position on its own. 

As soon as your puppy can hold this position, check its bite frequently 
so it becomes used to this kind of examination. To check the bite, lift 
its lips to see the teeth in the front and sides of its mouth. The bite 
exam takes only five seconds. If your dog is unwilling to allow the 
judge to look in its mouth, you risk having your dog excused from the 
ring. 

Introduce a second person to touch the puppy while it’s standing 
still. As the puppy grows larger, encourage it to stand still while you 
examine it on the ground. It’s helpful for all dogs, even those breeds 
routinely examined on a table, to become used to being touched 
while standing on the ground. Sometimes judges do touch table dogs 
while they’re standing on the ground.

Gaiting On A Lead
The way a puppy is taught to trot on a lead may make or break its per-
formance in the show ring. Dogs that hate the lead do not show well 
because they might gait with their heads down (which throws off their 
toplines), or pace or gallop (which are incorrect gaits). It’s extremely 
important that puppies have a happy experience with the lead from 
the beginning. 

Your puppy should start wearing a small buckle collar all day and 
night by the time it’s 8 weeks old, and at all times for at least three to 
four months after that. This helps the puppy get used to the feeling of 
something around its neck. 

Before you begin lead training, use treats to lure your puppy to follow 
you around without a lead, at your left side. Once the
puppy is used to wearing the collar and walking beside you, formal 
lead training can begin. 

Outside, snap a show lead (available from dog-show vendors and 
catalogs) to the collar, pick up the puppy and carry it a short distance 
away from your house. Put the puppy down and walk back toward 
your house  while holding the other end of the lead. The pup will be 
happy to go toward its home and will hardly notice the leash is on. Use 
the command “let’s go” while walking the puppy on a lead. 

Keep this up for several days, carrying your puppy farther away from 
the house each time. If it fights the lead, back away from the puppy 
and offer it treats to come toward you. Never drag the puppy on the 
lead or create unhappy experiences. It may take several weeks to train 
a puppy to move freely and happily on a lead. Your patience will pay 
off later when you are gaiting your dog for the judge.

Grooming
Any grooming techniques your puppy will need to grow accustomed 
to should be started as early as possible and continued throughout its 
life on a regular basis. Your puppy must be comfortable with necessary 
routines, such as nail trimming, combing, coat trimming, teeth and ear 
cleaning, bathing, blow drying, and any other procedure applicable. 

By the time your puppy is 4 months old, it should be walking well on 
a lead, standing for examination and focusing on you with the use of 
bait. By that age, your pup should have finished its series of puppy 
vaccinations. Now you can begin more-advanced training and social-
ization to the show ring. 

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
dogchannel.com

Training Your Show Puppy
by Anne H. Bowes
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HEAD – HEART – HANDS – HEALTH

These are the tenets of the largest youth development organization in 
the USA – 4-H.  4-H is supported and funded through the nation’s land 
grant universities and is present in every county/parish in every state 
in this country.  It is also present in many foreign countries. Through 
the projects and activities that today’s youth have access to through 
4-H, they are learning to be the leaders of tomorrow.  

One young, very shy 4-H’er who spoke her part in the kindergarten 
graduation with her back to the audience but is now giving speeches 
to large groups said,  “4-H challenged me to turn around and face the 
challenges of the world!”

I have the privilege of leading a group of mostly middle school kids 
in the Circle R Doggone Crazy 4-H Club.  Our primary focus is on dog 
care and training. Each week we meet to train the kids and dogs, plan 
activities, and learn about car-
ing for our pets. 

The kids are encouraged 
to participate in the local 
4-H dog shows, which have 
classes for junior showman-
ship, obedience, rally-O, 
agility, and Quiz Bowl.  

All events are divided into 
four age groups and multiple 
ability levels.

The classes are based on AKC 
rules but they are amended 
for the beginning level kids 
and dogs. The kids love the 
competitions but understand 
that it’s not all about the ribbons.  They are developing lifelong friends 
and skills. They are learning about different personalities of dogs and 
creative ways to train the difficult dog. They are learning to support 
each other and cheer each other on even if the result is not the one 
desired.

As the kids improve their skills, many of them want to compete at 
higher levels in AKC or UKC.  They are rising to the challenge and real-
izing many successes at the higher level of competition.

A Tufts University study showed that youth involved in 4-H are:
•	 Nearly two times more likely to get better grades in school
•	 Nearly two times more likely to plan to go to college
•	 41 percent less likely to engage in risky behaviors; and
•	 25 percent more likely to positively contribute to their families 

and communities.

To Make The Best Better
Learn By Doingby Kim Floyd
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I am so very proud of all that “my” kids have learned over the last 7 
years.  They have had failures and achieved successes. They always 
managed to find a smile and finally could say, “I DID IT!” Some who had 
marginal grades are now making the honor roll.  They are thinking and 
working as a group to plan service projects.  This year alone they have 
taken donations of treats and blankets to the Southeastern Guide Dog 
and to CARE Animal Shelter.  A K-9 Kissing booth was set up at several 
community events to raise money for the local Boxer Rescue.

We sponsored a state-wide workshop for the 4-H Dog Quiz Bowl and 
made prize donations to the Quiz Bowl activity. 

Though 4-H is funded through the land-grant universities, all of the 
leaders are volunteers and all of the activities are manned by volun-
teers.

I challenge each of you to seek 
out the 4-H program in your area 
through the cooperative exten-
sion service in your county. Vol-
unteer to help with their events 
or start a dog club of your own.  
These kids are the future of this 
sport that we love so much.  We 
must teach and mentor them to 
be responsible dog owners.

Here is a group of girls that started out in 4-H and are now seeking to 
establish themselves as professional handlers. 

Below is a former 4-H’er at Westminster Kennel Club Show in 2012.

The kids also learn the importance of having fun with their pet. Our 
club sponsored a fun day of Dawg-lympics. “Fishing” for treats, Clean 
Plate Club, Dress-Up Relay, and Water Rally Relay were some of the 
‘sports’.
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

CRUFTS 2013

This year’s world-famous Crufts Dog Show was held in the National Ex-
hibition Centre, Birmingham, UK from 7 – 11 March inclusive.  Birming-
ham NEC has a huge number of halls so, unlike when Crufts was held 
in London, there is little danger of outgrowing this venue! 

There are hotels on-site plus lots of other hotels, guest houses and B & 
Bs in the surrounding area, so accommodation is not an issue. An air-
port and a train station are nearby and there are loads of car parks and 
coach parks so getting there is not a problem. The biggest difficulty 
can be getting out of the car parks at the end of the day, especially so 
on Thursday in particular and Friday evenings due to the sheer volume 
of traffic in a big city on a normal workday. 

The vast majority of UK exhibitors drive to Crufts, but here at Ralindi 
we have organized a coach every year for 24 years to take exhibi-
tors, dogs and spectators to Crufts. This year we had more motorway 
service-area pick-ups (and consequently drop-offs) than usual and 
between the time to do that plus our driver stopping to call the police 
to report seeing what he thought was a man wearing a high-visibility 
jacket lying - prone - on the hard shoulder, that all took time. In addi-
tion, we drove through fog, so it was 8 a.m. when we arrived at Hall 
4 rather than our usual 7 a.m. Our driver was due to collect us at 5.30 
p.m. but due to heavy traffic it took him 2 hours from where he was 
staying for his obligatory sleep-time to drive just 12 miles, so it was 
after 7 p.m. when he arrived to collect us. It was 2 a.m. when I finally 
made it home - and the coach is door-to-door for me! Oh, how I en-
joyed the lovely pot of tea I made before going off to bed!  

I get the coach company to take out a few double seats so that we can 
use that space for dog crates/boxes, which we securely anchor-in. 

The number of dogs exhibited over the 4 days of Crufts was 20,566 
and there were almost 149,500 visitors, which will give you some idea 
of just how truly massive Crufts is!   

As in past years the Terrier and Hound groups were judged on the 
same day and this year that was Thursday, 7 March. Australian Terriers 
were scheduled to be the first of the 3 breeds to be judged in our ring 
but, unlike previous years, judging in our ring would start at 10 a.m. 
rather than 9 a.m.  Sadly, our original judge died a few short months 
before he could fulfil his 2013 Crufts appointment, which meant we 
had a change of judge.

The entry fee per dog was £24.00,  i.e. US $36.44.

Thirty Aussies were 
entered, which was a little 
down from previous years. 
Three were absent on the 
day, one of them being 
one of our own.

This year saw more 
overseas Aussies being 
entered than previously 
and, in fact, of the 10 dogs 

entered in Open Dog, 6 were from outside the UK, 1 from Eire (he was 
absent), 1 an Australian-bred Australian/Japan/FCI Ch from Japan, 
1 from The Netherlands, 1 from Finland, 1 Finnish-bred dog from 
Sweden and 1 from France. As far as the bitches were concerned, there 
were 2 French-owned bitches in Open Bitch, 1 bred in France and 1 
bred in Denmark. Unfortunately, I didn’t see Open Bitch, as I came out 
of the class immediately before Open Bitch feeling decidedly unwell. I 
managed to catch the tail end of the Bitch Challenge before returning 
to sit on a bench until I felt more like myself. 

Three of the main winners were UK-owned/bred, whilst the Reserve 
Dog CC went to the Aus/Japan/FCI Ch male, who is to be campaigned 
here in the UK. Best Puppy was a UK-bred dog, who was going off to 
his new home in Denmark directly after Crufts.

We went off to the nearest restaurant to get a proper seat and a coffee, 
then went to specific trade stands to buy a few items before going to 
Discover Dogs to catch up with Bryan and Ann Faulkner and sweet-
natured Nara, whom they got from me last year. Bryan has been a 
staunch supporter of Discover Dogs at Crufts throughout its 18-year 
history. 

Incidentally, Nara is the aboriginal word for “companion.”  Bryan 
thought Nara would be a very apt name for her and, I must say, I agree!

We returned to our benches. Lorna and I took two of our Aussies to the 
exercise area, Lorna loaded our dogs onto the trolley and I took our 
other bitch to the exercise area. I caught up with some of the Aussie 
exhibitors before it was time to head off to meet the coach, which, as 
I said earlier was unfortunately held up in traffic. I caught a little of the 
Terrier Group on one of the big screens placed throughout the halls, 
finally managing to watch our recording of the Terrier and Hound 
groups a few days later. 

I’m delighted to say both Lorna and I have, in fact, “hands-on” knowl-
edge of the beautiful Skye who won the Group. We had each previ-
ously awarded him BOB, which we respectively did in August and 
September 2012.

As I’ve said before, Crufts is like no other dog show. There is a buzz to 
be found at Crufts that you will not experience at any other dog show 
… anywhere in the world. 
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A year ago I stood up at the National and spoke about a horrid disease called lymphangiectasia and  
stated that my beloved Tera-K’s Parson Brown was diagnosed with it.  

Later I wrote an article for The Talkabout about his progression of lymphangiectasia .   
Parson Brown is no longer with us.  The disease won.   

Please do not let his passing not mean anything.  Please keep alert to this disease as it is hereditary.   
It is not something a dog just gets.  It is not because of diet.   They are born this way.   

It usually manifest itself after 5 years but in the case of Stormy and Parson Brown it was a little over the age of 7.   
 If you run into this, please share the information with the Health Chairman, other fellow breeders  

and definitely with owners of other puppies from the litter.   
Do not hide this disease but bring it out into the light so maybe we can remove it from our breed through careful breeding.   

Do not let Stormy’s or Parson Brown’s passing go in vain.
                                                                                                                                                                                           - Darlene Evans
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                                               Garden State All-Terrier Club 
5-3-2013
Judge - Shari Robinson
Best Of Breed - GCH Aka Inu Babu Apu  
Best Of Opposite Sex - CH Aka Inu Cara Mia  
Best Of Winners - Dreamweaver’s General Stonewall Jackson
Winners Dog - Dreamweaver’s General Stonewall Jackson
Winners Bitch - Dreamweaver’s Confederate Rose
Sel Dog - GCH Temora Ri Diercc
Sel Bitch - GCH Rock Village Rumor Has It

                              Bucks County Kennel Club 
5-4-2013
Sweeps 
Judge - Jerry Lee Howse
Bpsw/Bsw - The Farm’s Go Fly A Kite Franklin 

Judge - Keke Kahn
Best Of Breed - GCH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
Best Of Opposite Sex - GCH Rock Village Rumor Has It 
Best Of Winners - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
Winners Dog -Dreamweaver’s General Stonewall Jackson
Winners Bitch - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
Sel Dog - CH Aka Inu Babu Apu
Sel Bitch - GCH Dreamweaver’s Southern Charm

                                     

                                      Trenton Kennel Club
5-5-2013
Judge - Kathi Brown
Best Of Breed - GCH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
Best Of Opposite Sex - GCH Rock Village Rumor Has It
Best Of Winners - Dreamweaver’s General Stonewall Jackson
Winners Dog - Dreamweaver’s General Stonewall Jackson
Winners Bitch - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem   
Sel Dog - GCH Temora Ri Diercc
Sel Bitch - GCH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-DI,ME,CAA,CGC

Trenton Kennel Club 
5-6-2013
Judge - Judith Franklin
Best Of Breed - GCH Temora Ri Diercc
Best Of Opposite Sex - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem
Winners Bitch - Jaskarin Carissima’s Gem   
Sel Dog - GCH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
Sel Bitch - GCH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-DI,ME,CAA,CGC

BUCKS Weekend!

photos by Cathy Dahlberg
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Best advice:  Train it.

Simple, everyday interactions with your puppy can be training oppor-
tunities.  For example, getting your dog to come to you joyously and 
sit at your feet is an easy thing to teach, especially if you have other, 
older dogs in your house for whom this is a default behavior.  

Keep in mind that dogs, much like babies, pick up a great deal from 
the positions of our bodies, our tone of voice, and our expressions.  
They don’t learn our vocabulary first and then interpret it.  As one 
teacher of mine said, “Their first language isn’t English; it’s ‘body 
language.’ ”

Check out pet food stores in your area for information on where to go 
for training.  Ask at your vet’s office about referrals to local trainers and 
classes.  Once all immunizations are in place, it’s great to get your new 
dog out and about and working in different places.  Remember—dogs 
don’t generalize.  “Sit” at home isn’t “Sit” at the park, or on a walk, or at 
PetSmart until you train that “Sit” in different places.  And please, avoid 
the mentality of “I took one class, so I’m done training”!  Learning for 
our canine friends is lifelong, just as it is for us.  If you taught a child 
its ABCs but nothing more, that child wouldn’t be considered literate.  
Yet how many people do we know who did just that—went through 
the basics in a 6-week course and never reinforced them or went any 
further in training, then got frustrated when the dog didn’t respond 
accurately every time.  

There are a lot of methodologies and trainers out there with DVDs 
and books geared toward training of puppies, and one of the most 
well known is Susan Garrett’s Say Yes! Website, which features her very 
popular “Crate Games for Motivation and Control” DVD.  She claims 
that her system is effective for puppies as young as 9 weeks old and 
will teach, among other skills, “how to relax in a crate even another 
dog is working, distance skills for obedience or agility, how to develop 
an amazing working relationship, confidence while being proofed 
during any tough distraction, and much more.”  The trailer (must have 
QuickTime loaded to run) will show you if this is for you.  Check it out 
at www.clickerdogs.com/crate_games.php   Her website also  features 
“Puppy Peaks,” an on-line video based program. Viewers sign in and 
watch Garrett train, learning from her mistakes as well as her suc-
cesses, or you might take in other webinars on topics such as recalling 
your dog.  Subscribe to her newsletter and get a free e-book,  “On Be-
ing A Good Student.”  The online retailer Dogwise also offers a wealth 
of video, digital, and printed resources, to help you learn to train your 
puppy.  It’s easy to use their “By Subject” browser to find the topics 
you want.  Attention, bargain hunters:  Be sure to check out their Sale 
page!  www.dogwise.com

No mention of training would be complete without mentioning clicker 
training and Karen Pryor.  I have to admit I was resistant, a real skeptic, 
about the clicker until I took my first class.  It’s much easier to learn 
this method with a skilled teacher’s help, but even more fun than my 
mastering this new skill was seeing how it made the lightbulb come 
on in my dog’s head!  Clicker training truly taught my dog how to 
think.  Included is a link to find a Pryor-trained clicker teacher in your 
area.  Visit Pryor’s website at www.clickertraining.com

Happy training and remember that any moment can be a teachable 
one!

Oh, glorious day!! When I found IT in the house. Under a chair, IT was. 
What in DOG’S HEAVEN was this tiny, wiggly, cold THING that scam-
pered around inside my mouth?  IT was too—much!! So — unlike any 
doggie treat or ground goodie I have ever found!

Didn’t want to let it 
go!! Please let me play, 
play and play for-
ever with this exciting 
creature. 

Then, UH, OH!! Here 
she comes!! SHE stares 
closely, into my eyes, 
and says to me, “Lori, 
what do you have??”

Make no mistake, my mom is very smart and I sure love her. But I am a 
smart Aussie and will play her when I can!! If I have a sock or rag, then 
I’ll run all over, she will follow and laugh very loud!! I think she knows it 
isn’t a “proper game,” but she enjoys my mischievous spirit!

But if I have a “treasure” in my mouth; you know, a real forbidden 
object!! Too many to mention here—you know anyway!!

SHE knows…! (How does she know??!)

She says to me, in a stern voice, “Lori, GIVE!”  

I know now that it is a done deal! 

I give up an unsafe temptation to HER. In return, I am rewarded with 
praise and often, a tasty treat.

It’s a winning game!! I am a lucky girl!

P.S. The real truth is, I cannot wait I find another one of those delight-
fully, slippery and 
fast critters!! Where 
do they hang out??

For now, Lori and 
Lisa 

The Aussie and the Earwig

Experienced by : ‘Lori, My Darlin’
Witnessed by: Lisa Nance, Owner

HELP!      
There’s a puppy in my house —  
                                                     now what do I do?
by Leslie Hoy
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles from January 2013 to December 2012. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                            January 2013
CHAMPION  
CH Wismiss Up There Cazaly 
Breeder: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama 
Owner: Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama 
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Blue Moon River
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
GCH CH Dreamtime’s Keepsake CA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
COURSING ABILITY
CH Shastakin Sky Dancer CA
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner: Esther Krom
BEGINNER NOVICE
Wismiss August Moon Rose BN RA THD CGC
Breeder: C. Sazama & I. Weinstock & K. Bryan & A Wright 
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt
MACH 2 Tattercoats Tophat with Tail UDX2 VER RAE MXC MJB2 
Breeder: Jeannine Johnson 
Owner: Barbera Curtis
MASTER AGILITY EXCELLENT 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy MX MXJ ME EE2
Breeder: Heather Rife D.V.M. & Susan Holsinger 
Owner: Heather Rife D.V.M. 
RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT 
CH Abq Candelaria Christhill CD BN GN RAE
Breeder: William Christensen & Kreg Hill & Mary Abbott
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
CH Abq Cimina Christhill CD GN RAE
Breeder: William Christensen & Kreg Hill 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
CH Blue Moon Mytimes They R A-Changn’ CD BN RAE
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Sherry Cooper & Celeste Platte 
CH P.S. Roxbury Christhill CDX RAE 
Breeder:  Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
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     February 2013
AGILITY FAST NOVICE 
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CD BN AX OAJ NF 
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti 
Owner: Patricia Maynard & Jeff Longin
AGILITY NOVICE 
Zantoka Kyra Angel Hope RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman 
Owner: Mary Freeman 
CHAMPION 
CH Pineterri Nuthin’s Easy 
Breeder: Gerard Walsh
Owner: Gerard Walsh
CH Redhawk Live The Legend 
Breeder: Eva Campbell
Owner: Eva Campbell

March  2013

CHAMPION 
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is 
Breeder: Pam Levy
Owner: Pam Levy
CH Christhill the Girl Next Door 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Marietta Cowan & Kreg Hill
CH  Samabel Sunshine Superman 
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Dreamweaver’s General J.E.B. Stuart 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver
Owner: Lisa Weaver
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo RN
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Kreg Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd



AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB MJG 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy MX MXJ ME EE2 
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ OF
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXJ MJB
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJB OF
Tak-A-Chance Time Honored RE AX AXJ NF CAA

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
 

     

GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time 
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo RN
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Dreamweaver’s General J.E.B. Stuart
GCH CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero 
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip 
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo RN           
      

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

    Jan 1, 2013 to April 30, 2013*
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Camera! Ready! Shoot!
It’s time to start going through your photos or create new photos and submit them for con-
sideration in the 2014 ATCA Calendar Cover Photo Contest.

Winners will receive one free calendar and the bragging rights for a year.  Rules are as fol-
lows:
•	 Must	only	contain	Australian	Terriers
•	 Must	show	the	attitude	of	the	Aussie
•	 Photo	must	be	clear	and	able	to	be	reproduced.		A	minimum	of	300	dpi	is	required.
•	 Submit	either	by	email	or	mail	the	photo	(hard	copies	will	be	returned)
•	 Photos	must	be	received	by	July	1,	2013
•	 Submittals	are	NOT	limited	to	ATCA	members	but	open	to	everyone

Send entries to:    darlenevans@earthlink.net   or    Darlene Evans  
                                                                                                         42742 Lemonwood St., 
                                                                                                         Fremont, CA 94538-4026



What a Picture!
There is a great opportunity for the world to see your Aussie  

by reserving a page in the 2014 ATCA calendar.  

The cost is only $50 and you will also receive one copy of the calendar.  

Do not delay.  Do not be left out.  Reserve your page now!  

The	requirements	are	simple.		
You must be an ATCA member, Aussies only, and the picture must be reproducible and clear.  

Please let Darlene Evans know that you are interested – do not delay.
darlenevans@earthlink.net or call 510-490-1289 or 408-567-8177.



2013 AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CALENDAR ORDER FORM

Each month another gorgeous picture of an Aussie,  Photo Cover Contest Runner Ups and Honorable Mentions 
and pictures of loving Aussies that have passed on.   Once supply is depleted there will be no more.   Do not wait 
to order.  Make sure to include number of calendars and address to ship them to. (Include your 
email address in case of questons regarding your order.)

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING & HANDLING
    US & Canada              All Other Countries
 1 Calendar     $17.50     $22.50
 2 Calendars     $33.90     $38.50
 3 Calendars     $50.95     $55.95
 4 Calendars     $67.80     $72.80

Any questions contact:  Darlene Evans at             calendarATCA@gmail.com                  or call 510-599-5383

Send check to:  Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA, 255 N. El Cielo Rd, Suite 140-274, Palm Springs, CA  92262-6974
                    

 OR -- Purchase through the Australian Terrier Store at        www.australianterrier.org                   
OR -- Use your Paypal account and send correct amount to         atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com



SLEEPS WITH DOGS

Now I lay me down to sleep,
A king-size bed is soft and deep.
I sleep right in the center groove.
My human mom can hardly move!
I’ve trapped her legs.  She’s tucked in tight,
So this is where I pass the night.
No one disturbs or dares intrude
Till morning comes and I WANT FOOD!
I sneak up slowly to begin
My nibbles on my human’s chin.
For morning’s here and time to play!
I always seem to get my way.
So thank you, Lord, for giving me
This human person that I see,
The one who hugs and holds me tight
And shares her bed with me at night.

Author Unknown
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