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Message from the PresidentMessage from the President
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH

“

The hounds of spring are on winter’s traces…”  poem Atalanta in Calydon 
(1865), by English poet, Algernon Charles Swinburne

Given all that is happening now, it has been difficult for me to 
compose a message to the ATCA membership.   At work, there 
is the continuing need to keep our healthcare workers healthy 
as they continue to treat those ill with COVID-19.   Despite small 
steps at “opening up the economy” the pandemic continues to 
wax and wane, disrupting the lives and livelihoods of many.   At 
home, one cannot escape the television images of the looting 
and fires in Los Angeles and many other cities.    Never in my 
experience has been confronting one day at a time been more 
important.

Fortunately, despite all the distractions, your ATCA committees 
have continued their hard work, and there are several signifi-
cant accomplishments to report.

At the most recent teleconference of the Board, on 05/18/2020, 
the updated Versatility Awards Guidelines, Table and Applica-
tion Form were presented by Chair Susan Sylvester, reviewed 
by the board, and approved.    Committee members include 
Heather Rife, who has agreed to field future questions concern-
ing the mechanism of awarding points, Pat Goshorn, Thalia 
Rott, and Nancy Tibbett.   Any members seriously interested 
in engaging in performance events and having their dogs’ 
achievements appropriately recognized should consult this 
table, which is available on our website.   Committee members 
are to be congratulated for their difficult and thorough work.

To be congratulated for their speedy work on the promised 
amendments to the Australian Terrier Breed Standard is the 
Breed Standard Committee chaired by Alexa Samorotta.   Other 
members are Caren Holtby, Marilyn Harban, Elaine Strid and 
Kerrie Bryan.   The amended standard, which describes both 
docked and natural tails, and which also allows for the non-
removal of dew claws, has already been approved by Mari-Beth 
O’Neill, AKC V.P. of Sport Services, and will be published in two 
issues of the AKC Gazette, with any questions from members of 
the fancy directed back to the Standard Committee for an-
swers.   This material will then be submitted to the AKC Board 
for approval and then presented to the ATCA membership for 

a vote.    The ATCA Board itself is not involved in the approval 
process.  The board’s role consisted in appointing the Breed 
Standard Committee.   Future work will be done by that com-
mittee working with the AKC.

At the May teleconference, the Conflict of Interest Policy for 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs, on which our Vice 
President, Grace Massey, and our New Jersey attorney, Lauren 
Sandy, have worked for over a year was approved.   It is impor-
tant, for preservation of our non-for-profit (and hence tax-free) 
status, that we have such a document, and I appreciate Grace’s 
hard work on this.

Board Member, Kim Occhuti, continues to work on updating our 
Code of Ethics.   She will be working with Vicki McKee, Chair of 
the Sustainability Committee on this document.   With the con-
tinued decline in numbers of many of the AKC breeds, especially 
terriers, an emphasis on supporting breeders needs to supplant, 
at least to some degree, what may now be an over-concern with 
the importance of Limited Registration.

Darlene Evans continues to work on our 2021 Specialty.   Dar-
lene badgered the AKC to the point that they have allowed the 
ATCAs to have a “make-up” specialty for that missed this year. 
Sacramento will therefore offer two national specialties rolled 
into one convention.   Thank you, Darlene!

Not to be outdone, Vice President Grace Massey, who has gra-
ciously provided the technical support for our monthly Zoom 
board meetings, is working on a Zoom ATCA Annual Meeting, 
scheduled for Saturday, August 1.   More details will be forth-
coming.

I would like to reiterate my thanks to Susan Mason for assuming 
the editorship of The Talkabout and for doing it so ably.   I am 
sure that there are many others in the club whose daily work for 
the ATCA keeps us moving steadily forward, despite life’s new 
hazards.

I have no AKC Delegate’s report currently.   The June Delegate 
Meeting has been cancelled although a Zoom version may oc-
cur late this month.

Keep well!
Bill Christensen

5



Recording Secretary’s Reports 
ATCA RECORDING SECRETARY’S REPORT, 

Dana Dean
ATCA Board of Directors’ activities since 

last Talkabout Report

ATCA BOARD TELECONFERENCE Minutes
February 17, 2020; 6:00 p.m. PST

Meeting was called to order @ 6:05 p.m. PST

Board Members Present:  Bryan, Christensen, Dean, 
Evans, Farmer, Floyd, Massey, Occhiuti, Post, Samarotto, 
Schreeder, Sousa, Zupan

Invited Guest: Susan Mason

Time Keeper:  Alexa Samarotta

Minutes: January 2020 Teleconference minutes previ-
ously approved and published.

President:  Bill Christensen -
•	 Future ballots will be via an electronic format 

and a paper format. The new authorization 
form needs to be distributed to membership 
to start the process. 

Vice President Report:  Grace Massey – Grace re-
ported everything is up to date for the by-laws

Recording Secretary Report:  Dana Dean – 
• Committee Reports for 2019 – Darlene Evans 

indicated she had concerns regarding the perfor-
mance awards for the Versatility/Versatility Excel-
lent as reported by Susan Saulvester. The issues 
were as follows:

o All AKC titles should be consid-
ered when tallying the points;

o Clarification on the Henderson 
Award to include Rally Novice, 
Advanced, and Excellent;

o Clarification of the point awards
•	 Motion was made to decline the Awards 

Report. Motion passed: Nay – 8; Yay-4; Ab-
stain-2 

o Darlene to provide an outline 
of proposed changes which will 
be returned to the committee 

chair 
•	 Breeder referral guidelines were dis-

cussed with some comments being made 
regarding the current composition of the 
guidelines. Rita Farmer will take a more 
thorough look at the breeder guidelines. 
Rita will re-submit to the board for review 
for next month’s meeting. 

o There is currently no health survey 
and this will be removed from the 
guidelines

o There is currently no review of 
breeder contracts by the commit-
tee

•	 Some inconsistencies were noted on the 
Standing Rules and Darlene will for-
ward a list to Grace for correction.  
  

•	 Membership Roster/Combined By-Laws 
– A discussion over whether the by-laws 
should be combined with the member-
ship roster. It was decided they should be 
two separate booklets. Darlene offered to 
work with Dana to correct the entries and 
get the books published. 

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Kerrie Bryan – 
No report

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans 
•	 A discussion was held over the chang-

ing of the fiscal year. It is now Jan-Dec for 
the FY. The dues will need to be modified 
to capture the half year. There were two 
proposals regarding how to capture the 
half-year dues. One proposal was to have 
a billing for $20 for the half-year and then 
bill out the $40 come January. Many had 
concerns this would be confusing for the 
membership. It was unanimously decided 
there would be one billing combining the 
two periods and a letter will be mailed 
out to membership along with the dues 
invoice explaining why there is a differ-
ence and the dues would return to the 
$40 once the transition of the fiscal year 
was completed. 

•	 Currently waiting for some additional 
information to complete the balancing of 
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the books. 
•	 Reported a new debit card was mailed to 

the recording secretary 

Old Business
Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Teresa Schreeder – will 
follow up with Dr. Hess to see where she is at. 

New Business
Petition to amend breed standard Update:  Bill 
Christensen -      

•	 The letter from Mari-Beth O’Neill, AKC was 
discussed and there was some concern 
regarding the requirement of adopting the 
language of the petition. As the petition was 
received at the end of December we have 
until the end of March to get the ballots out. 
Bill will construct some language to go along 
with the ballot regarding the position of the 
board. The current language of the petition 
is: 
“Topline, Body section: Tail- Set on high and 
carried erect at twelve to one o’clock posi-
tion. Docked, the tail would be in balance 
with the overall dog, leaving about one half 
of the tail, a good hand-hold when mature. 
Natural, or undocked, the tail shall not be 
curled tightly but will be held upright or 
nicely arched over the back.” 
There was considerable discussion regard-
ing the need for a committee to review the 
standard. If the ballot passes by a 2/3 major-
ity vote then the language as written in the 
petition will replace the existing standard. If 
the wording is not approved there was dis-
cussion about forming a committee to create 
a standard which addresses the length of the 
tail. 

e-Voting: 
•	 Requested an updated from Grace regard-

ing the effort to contact Don James from the 
Leonberger Club of America regarding how 
they have implemented e-Balloting. She has 
no response from him. Will reach 

•	 It was decided the application to elect e-bal-
loting would be sent out with the ballots for 
the standard change.  

AKC Registration Information:  Bill Christensen   
 

•	 The information on the population 
reports from Vanessa Skou, AKC has 
included in the agenda package but 
there was not enough time to address 
this item on the agenda. 

AKC Pupdate: The Board voted unanimously to approve 
enrolling in the AKC Pupdate Newsletter. Kerrie will enroll 
and include on the website.

ATCA BOD Agreement: Teresa Schreeder will make revi-
sions to the form and will re-submit for reconsideration 
at the next Board meeting.      
   

Review of Standing Rules/Guidelines: Darlene Evans 
and Grace Massey will tackle ironing out some discrepan-
cies in the standing rules

ATCA Lifetime Membership for Ann Ridenour:  The dis-
cussion on lifetime membership which requires “Nomina-
tions for Lifetime Membership must be made in writing 
to the Recording Secretary, giving the reason for this 
honor, at least six months prior to the Annual Meeting.” 
The Board requested getting the supporting documenta-
tion for Ann to review prior to the next meeting. 

ATCA BOARD TELECONFERENCE MINUTES
March 23, 2020; 6:00 p.m. PST

Meeting was called to order @ 6:05 p.m. PST

Board Members Present:  Bryan, Christensen, Dean, 
Evans, Farmer, Floyd, Massey, Occhiuti, Post, Samarotto, 
Schreeder, Sousa, Zupan

Invited Guest: Susan Mason

Time Keeper:  Alexa Samarotta

Minutes: February 23, 2020 minutes approved via online.

President:  Bill Christensen – 
•	 Susan Mason has requested to sit in on the 

board meetings as she feels this will con-
tribute to creating a better Talkabout. Susan 
has agreed to sign any required documents 
which may be required. Generally, the attor-
ney has advised to have the meetings limited 
to Board members. The majority of the Board 
approved Susan’s request. 
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Vice President Report:  Grace Massey – No report

Recording Secretary Report:  Dana Dean – 
•	 Envelopes are ready for the petition bal-

lot.
•	 When the ballots are prepared and ap-

proved they will be mailed with both the 
letter and the ballot on 2 separate pages; 
Copies of the ballot package needs to be 
sent to Mari-Beth O’Neil 

•	 Comments re: certain phases were re-
quested to be emphasized

•	
Corresponding Secretary Report:  Kerrie Bryan – emails 
from the AKC have been forwarded to the Board.  

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans -
•	 Financials were submitted
•	 Invoicing reconciliation in pro-

cess  

Old Business
Specialty Show Report: Reviewed the report submitted 
by Julie Seaton. Discussion regarding the options for dif-
ferent show venues should the specialty show in Illinois 
be cancelled. Bill indicated there is no harm to start look-
ing at options. Discussion about the cancellation of the 
Northern California Terrier show. At this time, no info was 
available. In a communication from Dennis Sprung, the 
AKC has indicated they will reduce next year’s show fees 
should this year’s show is cancelled. This topic will require 
additional discussion at the April meeting. President Bill 
indicated there may need to be an interim online discus-
sion prior to the next teleconference meeting. 

Board of Directors Agreement: Teresa Schreeder had 
submitted the agreement and discussed the additions 
of statement that changes attempt to attend instead of 
required to attend, agreement the BOD is responsible to 
represent the ATCA in a positive manner, and attempt to 
attend all meetings. A copy of the revised agreement will 
be attached to the minutes. 

AKC Registration Information:  Statistics were reviewed 
but required no additional discussion. 
  
Life Time Membership: Bill presented information 
regarding the lifetime achievement of Ann Ridenour who 
was proposed. There was discussion regarding how the 
information would be conveyed regarding the granting 
of the Lifetime Membership. Bill Christiansen will forward 
the application information to the Board and to the Ar-
chive Committee. Motion made by Teresa Schreeder and 

seconded by Kerrie Bryan. Motion carried unanimously. 
Formal announcement will be made at the Annual Meet-
ing. A card or mail will be sent to notify Ann of her new 
status. 

Petition to amend breed standard: Discussion re-
garding the ballot and recommended changes was 
acted upon under the Recording Secretary report. 
Ballots will be sent out after the meeting to all mem-
bers.  

Status of Standing Rules/Guidelines: Darlene Evans 
– started reviewing  and found there to be a number of 
issues that require considerable work and review. Some 
of the Standing Rules have been archived and are no 
longer active when they should still be listed as active. It 
was noted the Henderson Award should include Rally as 
well as Obedience. This as well as other changes will be 
worked on with Grace and Darlene. 

Breeder Referral- Rita Farmer: Discussion about the 
breeder referral that require re-working because the 
wording in the Code of Ethics and the Breeder Referral 
don’t sync up. As a result of the discussion it was decided 
the Code of Ethics needs to be re-worked. Kim Occhiuti 
volunteered to chair a committee to review the current 
Code of Ethics. Teresa and Rita will be members of the 
committee and Kim request the members submit any 
comments they have to her. 

Conflict of Interest: Grace Massey – The policy has been 
updated to reflect the statutes in NJ. A discussion regard-
ing employees where the organization has volunteers 
and no employees who receive compensation. Since 
there was concern regarding about the wording mem-
bers were requested to submit their comments to Grace 
for re-working. There is no immediate rush to get this 
modified but it will still require re-working. No further 
action was taken on this item. 

Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Teresa Schreeder – Nothing 
to report. 

New Business
Futurity Form Changes: Darlene Evans – the new forms 
were added to the agenda because they were scheduled 
to be voted on at the February agenda for approval by 
the board. Board voted and approved to accept the forms 
as part of the Futurity Committee.  

AustTrust funding request:  Teresa Schreeder- three re-
quests were submitted for health funding. Health testing 
for the national specialty, a study for DM and a necropsy 
for degenerative myelopathy when the suspected case 
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passes. Test costs were not going to be paid for by the 
owner. Some question regarding the forms status was 
in question. Board has approved the funding requests 
for the necropsy and the health testing at the national 
specialty. 

Darlene moved, Teresa seconded. Motion passed unani-
mously.  

New Members: Board to vote on the new members:  
     

•	 Jeannine Johnson 
2040 32nd Ave NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
503-515-9306 
jhnsn_jnnn@yahoo.com 

•	 Christina Worley 
907 Strawberry Lane 
Brandon, FL 33511 
813-654-1425 
christina.m.worley@gmail.com 

•	 Lisa Weate 
470 Daytona Rd 
Columbus, OH 43228 
614-905-1049 
redweate@aol.com

Kim O moved to approve all the new members, Pat Zu-
pan seconded. Board voted unanimously to accept the 
new members. Kerrie Bryan will contact them to inform 
them of their membership approval. 

Not on the agenda was a discussion regarding a new 
video which depicted an Australian Terrier in a less than 
flattering image. Alexa noted this video with the AKC VP 
responsible regarding the video as well as the AKC Presi-
dent and was very concerned the AKC would put any 
dog in the unfavorable view of being less than adaptable 
in various circumstances. The AKC removed the video 
from YouTube per the concerns raised. 

Darlene brought up the recent rescue of Australian Ter-
riers in upstate New York. The Australian Terrier Rescue 
contacted the ASPCA and they are working together to 
try to address the situation. 

Further discussed was finding a videographer to do an 
active grooming session which could be made available 
to interested parties for purchase. The current grooming 
guideline seems to be outdated and it would be good 
to have various versions which address the grooming of 

show dogs and family pets using various techniques. 

A motion was made by Kerrie Bryan, seconded by Barb 
Post to have Jen Sousa look into getting some costs for 
doing a video. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:08 Pacific Time. 

ATCA TELECONFERENCE MINUTES
April 20, 2020; 6:00 p.m. PST 

Board Members:  Bryan, Christensen, Dean, Evans, 
Farmer, Floyd, Massey, Occhiuti, Post, Samarotto, Schree-
der, Sousa, Zupan

Invited Guests: Kreg Hill, Judy O’Brien, Julie Seaton, Vicki 
McKee, Susan Mason

Call to Order; Establish quorum

Time Keeper: Alexa Samarotto

Minutes:  March, 2020 Teleconference minutes previ-
ously approved.

Meeting was called to order by Bill Christensen at 
6:08 Pacific time.

Agenda was modified to allow the guests to participate 
in the discussion of the National Specialty Show. 
Julie Seaton started off with a presentation regarding 
the two specialty site opportunities. The first was Mon-
roe, Michigan. The second was Montgomery County, 
New Jersey. The Monroe show was scheduled for the last 
weekend in September. The venue was for 3 days and the 
shows had conformation as well as performance activi-
ties. The  Montgomery show is held the first weekend 
in October. This could have been five days of showing 
comprised of Hatboro (2days), Morris and Essex (1 day), 
Devon (1 day), and Montgomery (1 day). The advantage 
of the Monroe site is the show is held all in one location 
and would take place in the Midwest and would be con-
sistent with specialty calendar of locations. Each Board 
member had an opportunity to share their thoughts 
regarding the re-scheduling of the specialty. The consen-
sus among the board was their concern for the health 
and safety of the members. With the uncertainty of the 
effects of COVID-19 many were concerned about expos-
ing members to potential infection. A motion was made 
to cancel the National Specialty for 2020. Motion made 
by Teresa Schreeder, second by Kim Occhiuti. Members 
were polled for their vote. The motion carried 10 for the 
motion, 1 opposed to the motion, 2 abstentions. The 
Board would like to recognize the hard work that was put 
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into the planning and coordination of this year’s specialty 
and expresses their appreciation to the co-chairs, Judy 
O’Brien and Julie Seaton for their efforts as well as Vicki 
McKee and Jen Sousa as well as the rest of the team. 
To finish up the discussion on the cancellation there were 
some suggestions regarding the items for the Silent Auc-
tion and if it could be staged online. Julie also mentioned 
the trophies for the show and the consideration of what 
to do with them. Teresa Schreeder and Darlene will talk 
with Julie who will take photos of the awards to see if 
they can be re-purposed for the 2021 National Specialty. 
Thank you to the guests for attending the meeting and 
they were wished a good night.

President:  Bill Christensen – No report this evening

Vice President Report:  Grace spoke about the conflict 
of interest form which had been passed around for com-
ment and modifications. Both Darlene and Dana had 
made some edits to the form which was redistributed 
with the agenda package. Grace encouraged the Board 
to review the changes, submit  suggested changes to 
Grace, and the result will be sent around and voted for 
adoption at the May meeting. 

Recording Secretary Report:  Dana presented the re-
sults of the petition ballot to modify the standard regard-
ing the length of the Australian Terrier tail. The results 
were:

101 Ballots received, no illegal ballots
29, Approve 
72, Disapprove

The petition language will not be incorporated into the 
standard. However, the Board acted swiftly to recognize 
the need to make modifications to the standard regard-
ing tail length. The Board felt the committee should be 
comprised of at least 5 members with sufficient experi-
ence in the breed and knowledge of the AKC Terminolo-
gy references for judges to assist in creating verbiage for 
the standard. Each Board member will propose 5 mem-
bers. The goal is to put together a committee that reflects 
the diverse opinions of the members. The goal is to set 
up the committee so they may get started immediately 
to accomplish an acceptable standard change within 6 
months. Each member is to submit their nominees to 
Dana. The members with the most votes will comprise 
the committee. The actions of the Board will be sent to 
Mari-Beth O’Neil at the AKC to find out what a potential 
timeline would look like to get final approvals and votes 
by the membership. The results will be sent out to mem-
bers tomorrow.    

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Kerrie Bryan – Noth-
ing to report

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans – Under New Busi-
ness was the upcoming Annual Dues. As a result of the 
changeover from a Fiscal Year to a Calendar year for 
accounting, the membership dues would reflect a total 
of $60 to cover the last six months of the year and then 
for the whole year starting in 2021. A proposal to allow 
members to split their payments due to some being 
economically impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions. A 
motion was made to give the option to members to pay 
in 2 payments for the 2020/2021 years. Kim O. moved, 
Grace second. Carried unanimously. This rescinds the ac-
tion regarding dues in the February 2020 minutes. Grace 
and Darlene will also work on developing notice regard-
ing the election by members of the to vote electronically. 
This will be included in the dues mailing. 

Old Business
Board of Directors Agreement: Teresa Schreeder will 
send out an updated version of the Board of Directors 
agreement which will be voted on at the next teleconfer-
ence meeting.

Status of Standing Rules/Guidelines: This can be ta-
bled for tonight while Darlene puts the finishing touches 
on a final document which should be available for the 
meeting in May. 

Conflict of Interest: Discussed under the Vice President’s 
Report.
 
Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Information regarding 
pedigree study is almost ready for publication. As soon 
as the publication date is determined it will be passed 
on. Also looking for the published article from Dr. Hess 
which has been published in the Journal of Genetics and 
should be available for re-publication in the Talkabout. 
Discussion regarding placing the abstract of the article in 
the Talkabout and creating a link to the full article on the 
website. 

AustTrust Request: Three requests had been submit-
ted. Two were approved at the last meeting. The Health 
Testing to be held at the National Specialty is no longer 
needed. The third was for Canine Health Foundation 
grant on Degenerative Myelopathy. The request will be 
re-submitted to the Board and then discussed at the next 
meeting. For the May meeting a discussion regarding 
adding a test on CHIC.

Grooming Videography: Jen Sousa has received a quote 
on the cost of creating a grooming video. The proposal is 
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for a fully scripted video with two cameras, one close-up, 
one wide-angle. The end results would be available on a 
USB. The anticipation is the for the video to be between 
90-120 minutes in length. The video will be done and 
then the script will be dubbed over. Includes editing and 
the overall cost is estimated to be $1,500 inclusive. 

Kerrie made a motion, Barb seconded. Teresa requested 
to modify the Motion to increase the amount of money 
from $1,500 to $2,000 to cover any unforeseen costs.(The 
motion is for the videographer.)Barb seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously. There was also a discussion regard-
ing the possibility to re-do the movement video at the 
next Specialty. 

New Business
Henderson Obedience Award: The discussion on the 
versatility awards and the Henderson Obedience award 
will be tabled until the May meeting. Susan Saulvester 
and Heather Rife will be invited to the meeting to present 
their proposed changes to awards. Bill would like to keep 
the Henderson and the Versatility Awards as two sepa-
rate items. The idea of including the Henderson Award 
into a new committee called Achievement Award was 
mentioned and Darlene was instructed to talk to some 
ATCA members to determine if they would like sit on this 
committee.

Australian Terrier Rescue:  The Rescue group is out 
there helping even in these times. It is recommended 
that all owners have plans in place to take care of their 
dogs should something happen to them. Bill has request-
ed there be some guidelines on setting up a process for 
taking care of the dogs. This will be a short article to be 
published in the Talkabout.

Code of Ethics: Kim O. reported she and Teresa Schree-
der have started work on the Code of Ethics and the 
report will be sent out to the Board for review. Board will 
provide input and send comments back to Kim O.. The 
draft will also be sent to the Sustainability committee. Bill 
wants specific input from Rita Farmer and the Sustain-
ability Committee. 

Membership Dues Option:  Discussed under the Trea-
surer’s Report. 

Adjourn 7:40 Pacific time

Next Teleconference May 18, 2020

Respectfully submitted: Dana A Dean, ATCA Recording 
Secretarty

The Talkabout
from the editor

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, life as we knew it has 
stopped: not working or working from home, all dog 
shows canceled, no family gatherings, and I know that 
some thought no “Talkabout”...but never fear, Covid-19 
did not take me down, life did. After many unexpected 
health issues and then surgery to ultimately save my 
right kidney, I am on the mend and the “Talkabout” is 
finished!

Thank you all for the support and faith you have shown. 
As with any new undertaking, there is a learning curve 
and hopefully the curve is diminishing and only a few 
mistakes will be found in this issue. Being human and 
with the best intentions, mistakes will be made. I will be 
making changes slowly and carefully with the plan to 
be more inclusive of the diverse membership the ATCA 
represents, focusing on the different activities that each 
of you are passionate about while not forgetting about 
the health, care and sustainability of our amazing dogs. 
I hope that in this issue and the issues to come, you will 
find something that relates to you and the journey you 
are on with your dog. Let me know if you have a topic 
you need more information on or find something that 
sparks your interest and I will be happy to include the 
subjects you are interested in learning about. Always 
remember, “YOU” are in charge of the content of the 
“Talkabout”.

The upcoming deadlines for articles, brags, and ads: 
August 1st and November 1st. 

Covers for this year have been spoken for:
Issue 3: Front Cover– Dana Kruezfeldt, Back Cover – 
Theresa Schreeder; 
Issue 4: Front - Jeanne Popovits, Back - Jan Dahling

Notice to the membership requesting the covers for the 
upcoming year will be emailed out soon and reserved in 
the order they were received.

Susan Mason
Editor, The Talkabout
205-335-0022
atcanews@gmail.com
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Purpose:  To recognize single outstanding achieve-
ments by an Australian Terrier and its owner.  Recog-
nizing achievements will encourage members to at-
tempt different venues and thereby it gets the Aussie 
out and recognized by people.

General:  Awards will be issued on a calendar year when ap-
propriate starting with 2019.  The awards will be certificates of 
recognition unless otherwise stated.  Awards may be distribut-
ed at the ATCA Annual meeting.  Awards are for ATCA members 
only. 

The chairman will be appointed by the ATCA President and 
confirmed by the ATCA Board bi-annually in even years.  The 
chairman may select as many ATCA committee members but 
no less than 3 shall serve on this committee.

Guidelines:  ATCA member must apply for the Achievement 
Recognition Award to this committee.  Appropriate documen-
tation must be available for confirmation of this achievement.  
Foreign titles are acceptable with appropriate documentation 
of the achievement.

Some awards may have been established by ATCA which 
specify the qualifications and the award such as the Henderson 
Award which is part of this committee.

Achievement Recognition examples but not limited to:
1. Australian Terrier to receive the first title
2. Different levels of achievement in the same venue – 

ie., OTCH, MACH 2, UDX3, MXP2, OM7, RM3 – etc
3. Top Aussie in obedience
4. Top Aussie in Rally
5. Top Aussie in any other venue that measures the suc-

cess of the dogs
6. Youngest or oldest Aussie to receive a title (this may 

change periodically as a younger or older dog may 
come along) 

7. Number one Aussie in conformation for breed only, or 
Owner Handled

8. Best in Show Aussie
9. Reserve Best in Show Aussie
10. High In Trial or High Combine
11. Special recognition by AKC for a specific achievement 

with an Aussie
12. Henderson Award – see following page for total defini-

tion of that award.

HENDERSON 
OBEDIENCE and RALLY AWARDS

Revised 5/2020
Established in 1974 through the generosity of Mrs. Jane 

Henderson and
Now continues through the generosity of 

private donations

ACHIEVEMENT RECOGNITION COMMITTEE

Qualifications:

1.  The Henderson Award applies to NEW TITLES in obed ence 
and/or rally for classes as stated in item 4.

2. Applicant must be a Member in good standing. Dog must 
be an Australian Terrier.  Dog must be owned and han-
dled by an ATCA member. 

3. Before applying for consideration for any Henderson 
Award, the applicant must have been a Member for six 
months and a minimum of one leg earned after becom-
ing a member.  

4. Awards will be based on the sum of the three highest 
scores acquired within a division of Obedience (Novice A 
& Novice B, Open A & Open B, and Utility A & Utility B) or 
within a division of Rally (Novice A & Novice B, Advanced 
A & Advanced B, and Excellent A & Excellent B).

5. In the event of coownership, only the handler will be eli-
gible for the Award.

6. Scores will be tabulated during the time a dog competes 
within a division level, not on a calendar year.  Example, 
it may take several years to obtain a title in one Division 
(say open), the year of the final leg is when a member may 
submit their scores for consideration as highest average 
in that Division. It is the responsibility of the applicant 
to submit their scores to the Achievement Recognition 
Committee on the approved form by March 1 of each 
year.  Final leg of application must be in calendar year of 
application.  

7. Results are tabulated annually in March for the previous 
calendar year. Names are published in the Spring News-
letter and recipients are notified each spring. The actual 
Awards may be presented at the Annual Banquet on the 
Specialty weekend.

HENDERSON AWARDS PROCEDURE

HIGHEST SCORING AUSTRALIAN TERRIER IN 

OBEDIENCE or RALLY
8. This award will be given annually to the dog/handler team 

with the highest sum of three qualifying scores in any 
Obedience Division or Rally Division.

9. This award may be won by the same dog/handler team in 
succeeding years as long as it is a different Division.

10. Each Division receives an award is $50.00 cash prize.  If 
not all categories are applied for, the un-awarded funds 
will remain in the Henderson Award Fund for future use.  
Accompanying each $50 cash award will be a “Hender-
son Award” certificate from ATCA.   In the case of a tie, 
the $50 may be divided. The total yearly amount that can 
be awarded for Obedience is $150 and the total yearly 
amount that can be awarded for Rally is $150.
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.BOARD ACTION ON HENDERSON AWARDS

Sep 2007 ATCA will fund the Henderson Obedience Award in the amount of $200 annually. 

June 2011 Henderson Award:  The Henderson Award permanently retired.  

Jan 2013 Henderson Award re-established for titles acquired in Novice, Open or Utility.  This award is to be funded by 
private donation only.

 July 2017 Henderson Award Changes: Three Rally Divisions will be added to existing three Obedience Awards. (July TC)

HENDERSON AWARDS APPLICATION

Revised 5/2020

Mail to the Achievement Recognition Committee by March 1

Name of Name Dog___________________________________________________________

Name of Owner/Handler _____________________________________________________________

Class for which scores are submitted____________________________________________________

Include supporting documentation.  

Date Name of Show Score Time

 

•	 Only the three top scores within a Division are to be submitted.   

•	 Scores for a Division may be earned over the course of more than one calendar year.  

•	 Applications for the award must be received no later than March 1.
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AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA

VERSATILITY AWARDS
APPROVED 5-19-2020

Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of 
accomplishment in more than one discipline during their lifetime.  This Award is given to dogs that have 
earned AKC titles in multiple venues.  Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a mem-
ber in good standing of ATCA and at least one title must have been earned after ATCA membership approv-
al.  The member must apply for this award through the Awards Chairman.

List of Disciplines eligible for awards

      AKC Agility                              AKC Conformation                                     AKC Scent Work
      AKC Coursing Ability             AKC Earthdog                                              AKC Obedience

      AKC Rally                                 AKC Therapy Dog                                        AKC Tracking
      Barn Hunt                                Dock Diving                                                  AKC Fast Cat

Family Pet and Citizenship

              CGC           CGCA                     CGCU                 FDC                Trick Dog          TT

To request the Award, owners of eligible dogs must contact the Awards Chair and submit a copy of their 
earned titles.  Barn Hunt and Dock Diving are independent sports but are recognized by AKC.  An AKC Title 
Recognition form must be submitted to AKC to have these titles recorded on their dogs in order to apply for 
a Versatility Award.

Photos and a brief biography of the dog’s accomplishments may be submitted to the Talkabout for printing, 
subject to the publication’s space availability.

Awards will be presented at the annual banquet or meeting and subsequently published in the Talkabout.
The Versatile Dog requires a total of 4 points earned across at least 3 areas of competition and may be com-
pleted in the following ways:

(1) Three (3) single points in three  (3) different  areas of competition and an additional one point which 
may be a single point from any venue or may be composed of two half points from any venue, 
Example CH   CD   RN   RI + BN    or    CH   CD   RN   CA    

(2) Three (3) single points in three (3) areas of competition and the fourth point may be from one two 
point advanced title in any area.

(3) Example:  CH   CD    RN   RA

The Versatile Dog Excellent requires a total of 8 additional points earned in at least 2 areas of competition. 
Titles will count only once for each level. MACH, OTCH, and RACH dogs have their own recognition under 
Member’s Awards on the ATCA website. The actual award will be a wooden plaque with the ATCA logo and 
the dog and member’s name and the year presented.
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VERSATILITY AWARD APPLICATION

Australian Terrier Club of America Versatility Award Application

Primary Owner's Name: ___________________________________ Email: ___________________
Dog's Registration Name:  _____________________________________________________________

Please indicate which award you are applying for.

 ___Versatility Award: Three (3) single points in three (3) different areas of competition and an 
additional (1) point which may be a single point from any venues or may be composed of two half 
points from any venue.
___Versatility Excellent Award (8 additional points in at least two different event categories)  

Please indicate the titles that your dog has earned to qualify for this award

BREED CONFORMATION BARN HUNT THERAPY DOG
    ___ CH                             (1 Point)      ___ RATN                 (1 Point)      ___ THDN              (1 Point)
    ___ GCH                          (2 Points)      ___ RATO           (2 Points)      ___ THD                (2 Points)
    ___ GCH (Bronze)         (1/2 Point)      ___ RATS           (3 Points)      ___ THDA             (3 Points)
    ___ GCH (Silver)              (1/2 Point)      ___ RATM          (4 Points)      ___ THDX              (4 Points)
    ___ GCH (Gold)                (1/2 Point)

TRACKING SCENT WORK
OBEDIENCE     ___ TD                    (1 Point)    ___ SCN or SIN or SEN or
    ___ BN                                 (1/2 Point)     ___ TDX               (2 Points)          SBN or SHDN      (1 Point)
    ___ CD or PCD                    (1 Point)     ___ VST              (3 Points)    ___ SWN                     (2 Points)
    ___ GN                       (1 1/2 Points)     ___ CT                      (4 Points)    ___ SWA                     (3 Points)
    ___ CDX or PCDX               (2 Points)    ___ SWE                     (4 Points)
    ___ GO                       (2 1/2 Points) COURSING
    ___ UD or PUTD             (3 Points)     ___ BCAT or CA    (1 Point) CITIZENSHIP - FAMILY PET
    ___ UDX                         (4 Points)     ___ DCAT or CAA (2 Points)    ___ TKN                (1/2 Point)

    ___ FCAT or CAX (3 Points)    ___ TKI                 (1/2 Point)
AGILITY    ___ TKA                (1/2 Point)
    ___ ACT1                           (1/2 Pt) DOCK DIVING    ___ TKP                (1/2 Point)
    ___ ACT2                           (1/2 Pt)     ___ DN                (1 Point)    ___ TKE                  (1 Point)
   ___  NA or NAP or NAJ or NJP(1 Pt)     ___ DJ                (2 Points)    ___ CGC               (1/2 Point)
   ___ OA & OAJ or OAP & OJP (2 Pts)     ___ DS               (3 Points)    ____ CGCA             (1/2 Point)
   ___ AX & AXJ or  AXP & AJP ( 3 Pts)     ___ DM               (4 Points)    ____ CGCU              (1/2 Point)
   ___ MX & MXJ or MXP & MJP ( 4 Pts)    ___ TT                  (1/2 Point)

EARTHDOG    ___ FDC               (1/2 Point)
RALLY     ___ JE                 (1 Point)
    ___ RN                           (1 Point)     ___ SE               (2 Points)
    ___ RI                          (1/2 Point)     ___ ME               (3 Points)
    ___ RA                          (2 Points)     ___ EE               (4 Points)
    ___ RE                          (3 Points)
    ___ RAE or RM             (4 Points)

Return this completed application to Heather Rife, Awards Coordinator
462 Granite Road, Guilford, CT 06437 Email: dogvetdvm@gmail.com

Signature: ______________________________________________________  Date: ___________________
REV April 19 2020
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VERSATILITY AWARDS
TABLE

SHELIA DUNN

ATCA VERSATILITY AWARDS TABLE

Level Conformation Obedience Rally Tracking Agility Earthdog Therapy 
Dog

Coursing 
Ability

Barn 
Hunt

Dock 
Diving Scent Work

Family Pet & 
Citizenship                                                 

Each Only 0.5 
Points

0.5 Point GCHB BN RI ACT1 CGC  CGCA
GCHS ACT2 CGCU    FDC
GCHG TKN  TKI

TKA TKP TT
1 Point CH CD RN TD NA or NAJ JE THDN CA RATN DN SCN or             TKE

or or or SIN or
PCD NAP or NJP BCAT SEN or

SBN or SHDN

1.5 Points GN

2 Points GCH CDX RA TDX OA & OAJ SE THD CAA RATO DJ SWN
or PCDX or or 

OAP & OJP DCAT

2.5 Points GO

3 Points UD RE VST AX & AXJ ME THDA CAX RATS DS SWA
or or or 

PUTD AXP & AJP FCAT
4 Points UDX RAE CT MX & MXJ EE THDX RATM DM SWE

or or
RM MXP & MJP

The actual award will be a wooden plaque with the ATCA logo and the dog and member's name, titles and the year presented.
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AUSTRALIAN TERRIER TITLE STATISTICS
1960-2019

1960 2010 2019 (CONTINUED)
GROUP TITLE # TITLES GROUP TITLE # TITLES GROUP TITLE # TITLES

CONF CH 9 CONF CH 41 AGILITY NA 1
GCH 17 OA 1

OBED CDX 1 AX 1
OBED CD 3 OAP 1

1970 CDX 2 AXP 1
GROUP TITLE # TITLES NAJ 1

AGILITY NA 4 OAJ 2
CONF CH 71 OA 4 AJX 2

AX 3 MJB 1
OBED CD 6 NAP 4 MJP 2

OAP 4
1980 MXP 1 DOCK DIVING DS 1

GROUP TITLE # TITLES NAJ 3 DSA 1
OAJ 3 DM 1

CONF CH 69 AJX 3
NJP 3 EARTHDOG JE 1

OBED CD 16 OJP 3
UD 1 MJP 1 RALLY RN 3

MJP2 1 RI 2
TR TD 2 MACH2 1 RA 3

RE 4
1990 RALLY RN 9 RAE 1

GROUP TITLE # TITLES RA 2 RAE2-5 8
RE 2 RM 3

CONF CH 61 RM2-7 6
EARTHDOG JE 1 RACH 2

OBED CD 8 ME 1
CDX 3 COURSING BCAT 11
UD 2 2019 DCAT 2

GROUP TITLE # TITLES FCAT3-5 4
TR TD 2 CA 3

CONF CH 28 CAA 1
2000 GCH 10

GROUP TITLE # TITLES GCHB,S 15 FAMILY PET CGC 10
CGA 4

CONF CH 61 OBED BN 2 CGCU 5
CD 2 TKN 12

OBED CD 7 PCD 1 TKI 3
CDX 3 GN 2 TKE 1
UD 2 CDX 4
UDX 1 GO 1 SCENT WORK SIN 2

UDX 2-8 3 SCN 3
AGILITY NA 4 OGM 1 SBN 2

OA 5 OM2 2 SEN 3
AX 4 OTCH 1 SWN 3
MX 2 SCA 2
NAJ 6 SIA 2
OAI 8 SCE 3
AXJ 4 SIE 1
MXJ 2

BARNHUNT RATN 2
EARTHDOG JE 2

SE 1 THERAPY DOG THD 1
ME 2

Australian Terrier Title Statics in ten year intervals, from 1960 when the breed was excepted into the Terrier Group of the 
AKC until 2019. The year 2020 will not reflect accurate event participation due to all the event cancellations so the year 
2019 was used for the chart. Note: 2019 data has not yet been digitalized and was compiled by hand count. The figures 
include all Australian Terrier titles, not just ATCA members. 
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2020 VERSATILITY  EXCELLENCE AWARD

SUSAN JACOBSON

AMAWALK SHOOTING STAR OF PERSEIDS
RE  FDC  CA  BCAT  SCN  SIN  RATN  CGCA  CGCU  TKP

AWARDS COMMITTEE SPRING REPORT

DUE TO THE CANCELLATION OF THE 2020 SPECIALTY THERE WILL NO PRESENTATION THIS YEAR OF NEW 
VERSATILITY   AWARDS ACHIEVED BY MEMBERS SINCE THE 2019 SPECIALTY DATE.  EACH MEMBER WHO APPLIE
FOR 2020 AWARDS WAS CONTACTED AND ALL BUT ONE ASKED TO HAVE THEIR PLAQUES HELD UNTIL THE 2021
SPECIALTY DATES.  THIS INCLUDES OUR TWO NEW RACH TITLISTS.  SPRING AKC EVENT CANCELLATIONS HAS ALSO
AFFECTED TITLES IN PROGRESS AND PENDING AWARDS.

MEMBER UPDATE
NEW ADDRESS

Elaine Strid           
416 S LakeShore Drive        
Raymore, MO  64083          

Chandler Abel
6435 Water Works Road

Mount Olive, AL 35117
 18



Australian Terrier Word Search

Chic  The Talkabout  Hand Strip  Breeder of Merit  Nose Work  Dock Diving  Barn Hunt

Conformation  Westminster  Stud  Bitch  Agility  Major  Champion  Obedience  Rally

Breeder Referral  Blue and Tan  Sandy  Red  Australian Terrier

C V L U L U Z I K P G E V W V X T B H N Z P O F

L A R R E F E R R E D E E R B V I T Z K B R J S
H T X E J H A R E D W D B R B Z R E J C H X R U
X A Y F P H O P B K U T O M D C E L Q H W J Z Z

A C A R I E P E T I Y J F O X E M K E A J S R X
X X U W L A G V R H T P W D B G F T L M M F R B
W D U T S T G S U X Y C R O Z H O S Q P L X E B

S E I H D M M D H L K O H X M B R Y T I L I G A
T H S X T N X P L B X X T U T H E W P O G E D U
H N B T R G L A N O S E W O R K D R L N F Y O S

L M Z B M C R P Q Z H X H K D G E I H O K P C T
W M M D R I D I N T A R P Y K A E A M T A H O R
E D S C V V N D G C N X F P Y U R E S X I L P A

P H Y Q O R C S U S D J A J M H B L W C S N L L
Z N S R P N G P T P S R O P E N A R X P G Z L I
O F Z O A Y F U N E T H D M J W Z I O T B R Z A

O X T J K I B O W A R P G N I V I D K C O D D N
N O N A I M L T R Z I D Q W A C V J B M C U X T
Z L U M B E W V H M P U B H V I Z A P O U A B E

Z Z H B U Y B L U E A N D T A N H S P F N R P R
L I N I D B U I W T L T X L O X Z I A H H O O R
Z J R X K I R X L S I J I E C N E I D E B O L I

J X A X T H E T A L K A B O U T S C O D G N X E
S O B O Z V K W N P B K S A N D Y W S K C W N R

 
  The Talkabout    Hand Strip    Breeder of Merit    Nose Work

Dock Diving    Barn Hunt    Conformation    Westminster    Stud
Bitch    Agility    Major    Champion    Obedience    Rally    Red
Breeder Referral    Blue and Tan    Sandy    Australian Terrier

Knowledge Challenge
21 words are in this Word Search, only 20 are listed. Be the first person that finds the word not listed and 
emails atcanews@gmail.com will receive a free Hard Copy of Issue 3 of the “Talkabout”.
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Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

The AusTTrust will be funding Necropsy for any 
dog in the US diagnosed with

Degenerative Myelopathy (DM)
&

Ongoing Research for Degenerative Myelopathy
Protocol for Submission of Information,

Tissue & Blood Samples

If your Australian Terrier is diagnosed with DM please contact The Australian Terrier Club 
of America, Health Coordinator, Teresa Schreeder (pete128@earthlink.net) to request 
the paperwork your Veterinarian will need to complete.   The Veterinarian will need to 
follow the detailed protocol for harvesting tissue and blood, results will be sent to a spe-
cialist of DM at the University of Missouri for scientific analysis. 

Thank you for supporting our ongoing efforts towards the health of Australian Terriers.

Please put “DM” in the subject box when requesting the form.
Through research, help us support the long-term health of our Australian Terriers.
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Please return this form: 
Name  _____________________________________________  
Address _____________________________________________  
City, State, Zip _________________________________________  
Phone _________________ Email _________________________  
With a donation of $100 or more you will receive a “Friend of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation 
is received in 2020 you will also receive a “2020 Shingle”. For every future annual donation, you will receive 
an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

Donation in Honor/Memory of ____________________________________________________  
 

Please mail to:  AusTTrust, PO Box 5767, Palm Springs CA 92263-5767 
PayPal - www.australianterrier.org/austtrust.html 

 

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Educational Organization 

 

My beloved Australian Terrier, Jilli, died last July. I was devastated, having gone through what was suspected to be DM, but the 
only definitive test for it is post mortem - and I couldn’t put myself through that. I spent two years testing her for multiple other 
similar diseases which were treatable, but they were all negative, so we went through months of deterioration of Jilli’s body. 
 
For the good of the breed, there is now assistance from the the AusTTrust for the Necropsy of a suspected Australian terrier (“AT”) 
. During Jilli’s illness I shared every step of our two+ year journey with the AT websites and Face book pages so that people would 
be alert to this illness. I am honored that photos of Jilli and her journey are being used to help increase awareness of this horrible 
debilitating disease. 
 
Additionally breeders need to know there is a DNA  test available from several organizations to determine whether an AT carries 
the DM gene.  In order to prevent DM breeders can get this valuable information and choose not to breed a pair that are carriers 
of degenerative myelopathy (“DM”). Jilli did test positive for the gene while she was mine. These are my words. 
 
Please read this full article for the details of how to get assistance to necropsy your AT who is suspected of DM, in order to help the 
medical world understand more about DM and help prevent this disease in this most wonderful, lovely breed. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Kott 
TX
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                                            CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
 

                               

Health Updates 
 Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

Longevity:

CO-8.5 yr Hemangiosarcoma of the spleen 
DE- 15 yr complications of DM and seizures
NJ- 13yr high blood pressure, Cushing’s, Diabetes, cataracts 

Health Incident:

CA- 13 yo Vestibular Stroke
WA- 8mo Liver Shunt s/p repair

UPDATE FROM DR. HESS
Dr Hess started her diabetes study in 2006,the Australian Terrier Club of America supported her work with blood 
samples and monetary support. The club was notified October 2019 that her study was complete and going to publi-
cation. The Journal of Heredity published the paper and we are pleased to announce the article will be posted on the 
ATCA website for review. Dr. Hess and Dr.Mui are working together on a new project started in  2019 discussing pedi-
gree links and Diabetes. The survey is now closed and this paper is coming up for publication. The ATCA is in contact 
with both Researchers and look forward to reading the new research.

An Exploratory Association Analysis of the Insulin Gene Region With Diabetes Mellitus in Two 
Dog Breeds

 Rebecka Hess , Paula Henthorn, Marcella Devoto, Fan Wang, and Rui Feng
Journal of Heredity, 2019, 793–800 doi:10.1093/jhered/esz059 Original Article Advance Access publication October 7, 
2019

Abstract Samoyeds and Australian Terriers are the 2 dog breeds at highest risk (>10-fold) for diabetes mellitus in the 
United States. It is unknown if the insulin (INS) gene is involved in the pathophysiology of diabetes in Samoyeds and 
Australian Terriers. It was hypothesized that the INS gene region provides a common genetic causality for diabetes 
in Samoyeds and Australian Terriers. We conducted a 2-stage genetic association study involving both breeds. In the 
discovery stage (Stage 1), Samoyeds with and without diabetes were compared in the frequencies of 447 tagging 
single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) within 2.5 megabases (Mb) up- and downstream of the INS gene on the 
Illumina CanineHD BeadChip. SNPs yielding a P-value < 0.005 were selected for further follow-up. In the validation 
stage (Stage 2), Australian Terriers with and without diabetes were compared in the SNPs genotyped by the Affymetrix 
GeneChip Canine Genome 2.0 Array and within 1 Mb up- and downstream of the selected SNPs from Stage 1. Two 
SNPs that were in high linkage disequilibrium (LD, r2  = 0.7) were selected from Stage 1. In Stage 2, among the 76 
SNPs examined, 5 were significantly associated with diabetes after Bonferroni’s correction for multiple comparisons. 
Three of these 5 SNPs were in complete LD (r2  = 1 for all associations) and the 2 remaining SNPs were in moderate LD 
(r2  = 0.4). In conclusion, an association between the INS gene region and diabetes was suggested in 2 dog breeds of 
different clades. This region could have importance in diabetes in other breeds or in canine diabetes at large.
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REGISTRY Evaluations Abnormal Normal Carrier Equivocal
ADVANCED CARDIAC 3 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
BAER HEARING TEST 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
CARDIAC 30 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
DEGENERATIVE MYELOPATHY 13 7.7% 92.3% 0.0% 0.0%
DENTITION DATABASE 7 14.3% 85.7% 0.0% 0.0%
ELBOW 17 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
EYES 146 208 0.5% 99.5% 0.0% 0.0%
HIPS 171 204 3.9% 96.1% 0.0% 0.0%
LEGG-CALVE PERTHES 38 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
PATELLA 2 356 19.7% 80.3% 0.0% 0.0%
THYROID 75 311 2.5% 87.8% 0.0% 0.0%
VON WILLEBRANDS 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%

AUSTRALIAN TERRIER STATISTICS   EVALUATIONS THROUGH DECEMBER 2019

FOURTH QUARTER 2019
FIRST QUARTER 2020

Animal New/Update CHIC Registration #
Dreamtime Melia Christhill UPDATE 123749 RN28887806
Heartland Iron Maiden NEW 144054 RN31579105
Christhill Herringbone Hetty NEW 144055 RN31437802
Jaskarin Sweet Simone NEW 144763 RN26425901

Animal New/Update CHIC Registration #
Shadowfax Good Day Hunter UPDATE 129604 RN29422601
Johmanda’s LiarLiar Pants on Fire NEW 146141 RN30617701
Benayr One More Round NEW 146547 RN31128301
Johmanda’s Harvest Girl NEW 146831 RN29196104
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Bees and wasps are two of the species in the insect order 
Hymenoptera.  These insects are important pollinators 
that help ensure the world food supply and the continu-
ance of biodiversity.  It is in our best interest to preserve 
them and treat them with respect.

Pets, especially dogs as they tend to be curious and nosy, 
can have harmful interactions with these insects.  With a 
little thought we can take steps to protect our pets and 
these essential insects.

Rarely are these insects aggressive when unprovoked, 
so an insect’s sting is generally a defensive reaction to 
protect itself or its home. Venom from these insects can 
cause reactions that can be localized, anaphylactic, and/
or in the case of massive envenomation, toxic.

A sting is the injection of venom through the skin via the 
insect’s stinger. A bee can sting only once and dies after 
the sting.  Wasps can sting several times in one episode. 
Even dead bees can cause stings to pets when ingested.  
For example, if a dog eats a wasp nest that was recently 
sprayed with an insecticide to kill the insects, the act of 
swallowing recently killed wasps can cause stings to the 
pet’s mouth or throat.  Ingestion of the pesticide may 
also be a toxicity risk.  Although stings to dogs are the 
most common, any pet can sustain a a bee or wasp sting.  
Whenever possible the best protection is prevention.

The best way to prevent stings is to not allow your pet to 
harass a bee/wasp or its hive/home.  If you are aware of a 
hive or other home of a stinging insect, options include 
having the nest removed/relocated by a profession or to 
restrict your pet from that area to reduce your pet’s risk 
for exposure.  Not all stinging insects live in visible hives. 
Some, such as bumble bees, ground hornets, and yellow 
jackets may live in holes in the ground.

If your pet is persistently sniffing or digging vigorously 
at the ground it may be worth a quick investigation to 
ensure that they are not invading the home of a stinging 
insect.  Make this investigation calmly and quickly to try 
and avoid aggravating insects and increasing your own 
risk for stings.

If you are allergic to stings, try calling your pet back from 

a distance, or have someone who does not have a known 
bee/wasp allergy investigate the situation.  If evidence of 
presence or habitation is confirmed or suspected, retreat 
to a safe location and inspect your pet for stings.  If one or 
two stings are found this may not be a reason for significant 
concern, but multiple stings can increase your pet’s risk of 
developing more serious symptoms.

Stings are often not witnessed.  Pawing at the face, swell-
ing, redness, limping, chewing on a paw, or a short burst of 
vocalization such as yelping or whining may all be indica-
tors that an insect sting has occurred.  If any of these signs 
appear it is a good idea to inspect your pet for evidence of 
an insect sting.

In most cases the clinical signs will be mild to moderate and 
can include localized pain, swelling, redness, and itching. 
The location of the sting is an important consideration due 
to the potential for swelling at the sting site: for example, 
stings to the mouth, face, head, or neck can cause difficulty 
and sometimes inability to breath.  As dogs tend to inves-
tigate using their noses, the face is a common sting site in 
dogs.

Some dogs, like people, can develop severe systemic ( ana-
phylactic) reactions to insect stings.  In animals allergic to 
Hymenoptera venom, just one sting can cause anaphylaxis, 
a severe life-threatening allergic reaction. Likewise, massive 
envenomation (multiple stings) can cause toxicity in aller-
gic animals.  It is important to monitor your pet closely for 
clinical signs for several hours after a sting.

If you can identify the insect that has stung your pet (take 
care to not be stung yourself ) this can provide good infor-
mation.  Even a picture can be helpful to your vet if veteri-
nary care is needed.  In some cases what is thought to be a 
bee or wasp sing may be a venomous spider bite.  If you see 
the insect at all try to take note of what it is or take a picture 
from a safe distance.

For a single sting in a pet that is not showing signs of a 
severe reaction treatment is not generally needed.  A few 
measures can be taken to improve your pet’s comfort level 
more quickly. If a stinger is still obviously present the first 
step is to try and remove it.  This can be done with a gentle 
scraping motion with a thin blunt object such as a thin card-
board, a credit card, or plastic butter knife.  Avoid gripping 
the stinger in any way as this could promote the injection of 
more venom into the sting bite or possibly your own fingers 

BEE AND WASP STING
TOXICITY IN PETS
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or hand.

You can wash the area gently with mild soap and water 
and then very gently air dry.  Application of ice to the area 
can also help to reduce the swelling and ease the discom-
fort.  Ice can be applied every   4-6 hours for approximately 
10 minutes a t a time.  Always ensure that there is a thin 
barrier between the ice pack and the skin.  A doubled -up 
paper towel or a thin dish towel works for this and will 
help avoid injuring the skin by application of cold therapy.
Offer a quiet distraction.  Now is not the time for active  
play but offering a favorite snack or  chew toy ( unless 
there are painful bites to the face), a brushing session, or a 
quiet leash walk may help you pet to quickly get over their 
insult and forget the discomfort.

Try to keep your pet from from biting or scratching at the 
sting(s) site as this could cause further injury or infection.  
If your pet is persistently bothering an area of mild local 
reaction an Elizabethan collar can be used temporarily to 
protect the sting site from further aggravation.

If minor localized symptoms persist beyond a week or be-
come worse than what developed in the initial 24 hours, 
it is best to check with your veterinarian to see what their 
recommendations are or if they feel the sting should be 
evaluated.

It is best to not apply or administer any over the coun-
ter medications to your pet without consulting your vet-
erinarian first.  Over the counter medications and home 
remedies can at times do more harm than good.  Signs to 
watch for after even just one sting include severe skin red-
ness, swelling, hives, difficulty breathing, general weak-
ness and persistent vomiting.  Stings to the face can also 
cause significant swelling which may impede breathing, 
eating and drinking, or swallowing.

Massive envenomation (multiple stings) can cause toxic-
ity with the development of life-threatening clinic signs in   
allergic animals.  20 stings/kg has been demonstrated to 
be lethal for mammals.

Symptoms to monitor after massive envenomation in-
clude depression, bleeding (blood in urine, feces, vomit), 
difficulty in walking, dilated pupils, seizures, fever, and fa-
cial paralysis. In cases of massive envenomation treatment 
should be sought immediately regardless of whether 
symptoms have developed.

The first thing a veterinarian will do is asses your pet to 
determine the severity of the clinical signs and what type 
reaction your pet is having.  This will help them to develop 
a treatment plan that is appropriate for the situation and 

for your individual pet.

Depending on the type of reaction your pet is  having ( 
localized swelling, anaphylactic, toxic) and the severity of 
the clinical signs, the veterinarian will prescribe and ad-
minister treatment and supportive therapies that could 
include: Antihistamines, Steroids, Epinephrine, Intuba-
tion, or  Oxygen therapy.
For more information regarding bee and wasp stings con-
tact your veterinarian as they know your pet’s health sta-
tus best and can give the best information regarding any 
health threats that may be encountered in your specific 
geographic area.

Renee DiPietro  CVT                         
Veterinary Information Specialist 
                 

                       24/7 Animal Poison Control Center 
            petpoisonhelpline.com

BREEDER REFERRAL 
UPDATE

BREEDERS EXPECTING LITTERS THIS SUMMER
Susan Mason- AL
Ann Roache- CO
Marilyn Harban- TN

Breeders! 
 
Did you know your NEW Aussie owners can get a one year 
FREE subscription to the Talkabout via email?
 
Please, sign them up!
 
Send an email to Susan Mason @ atcanews@gmail.com
 
Send in the text of the email your puppy buyers name and 
email address.

She will add them to her email roster!

Don’t have them miss out on a magazine that is all about our 
beloved breed!

Rita Farmer
Breeder Referral

bluquo@yahoo.com
https://www.australianterrier.org/breeder-referral
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In January of 2010, my 9-week-old litter of Australian Terrier puppies was diagnosed with coccidia.  They were treated 
with SMZ, a sulfa drug, which is one of the drugs of choice and commonly prescribed for bacterial infections.  The 
veterinarian recommended that all dogs in the household be treated for 10 days to cure and prevent reoccurrence of 
coccidia.  None of the adult dogs showed any signs of coccidia.  

The puppies bounced back and were fine within 2 days of the start of treatment.  Four of the other 7 adult dogs came 
through the 10-day treatment with seemingly no ill effects...HOWEVER...3 bitches developed Immune-Mediated 
Thrombocytopenia (IMT)...Immune Destruction of Blood Platelets as well as severe liver damage.   Normal platelets 
should have been between 200,000 - 500,000.  The 3 girls had platelets between 1100-1800.  Their liver enzymes were 
elevated to the extent that they didn’t register when tested. Their bone marrow was compromised and in one case 
ceased to function.  The girls had several transfusions during the next few days; however, there was no significant 
increase in platelet count.  They were also supported in other ways with prednisone, Baytril, Amoxicillin, B-12 complex, 
nutritional supplements, etc.  

 Two of the girls were sisters; the other girl unrelated.  (The common link among these girls was that their immune 
system had seen this drug before when they were treated about a year and a half ago with SMZ.  At that time they 
experienced stomach upset and were taken off the drug.  They appeared fine and had no other ill effects.)  

One of the girls died early Monday morning (2-22-10); one girl died Tuesday afternoon (2-23-10).  The third girl 
experienced liver failure with a poor prognosis and was taken to be euthanized.  She was transferred to a critical 
care facility under the care of Dr. Sallye Gregg where she was put in a hyperbaric chamber for five consecutive days 
doing dives to one and half atmospheres for an hour and a half, used a magnetic belt, as well as receiving supportive 
care.  She recovered and returned home but lived with a severely damaged liver.  She continued on her nutritional 
supplements and was continually tested to see that her blood platelets continued to build. The hope was that during 
the next several months, her liver would start to regenerate.  

During the ten-day course of treatment, symptoms seen on all three of these girls could have easily been mistaken for 
many things.  The first to die, Cecily, experienced symptoms of polyarthritis during the course of treatment. On day 11, 
she developed bleeding in the gums that pooled along the folds in her mouth. Her post mortem on day 15 indicated 

Dreamtime’s Little Dove
Jem

3 yrs and Mother of litter

CH Dreamtime’s Sweet Delight
Cecily
3 yrs

CH Dreamtime’s Holly Berry
Holly
6 yrs

SULFA DRUG CASE STUDY
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT

In Memory of Jem, Ceily and Holly by Marilyn Harban
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an extremely irritated colon and liver and she died after hours of vomiting blood that looked like coffee grounds.  Her 
pain was extreme. 

The second girl to die, Jem, had experienced loss of appetite during the final days of treatment with SMZ.  This girl had 
always been a picky eater so stopping eating wasn’t abnormal for her. By the time the last pill of SMZ was given on the 
tenth day, she was bleeding in the mouth. Within twelve hours, she was bleeding from the anus and vagina as well as 
the mouth. The transfusion and IV steroids she received quickly stopped the bleeding.  By day 15, she started bleeding 
in the sinus cavities and sneezing out droplets of blood as well as having a fever of almost 106.  She had no blood 
platelets as her bone marrow ceased to function.  The fever indicated she had developed an infection, probably in her 
blood.  She was euthanized on day 16.  She developed sepsis in the liver.  She was the mother of the puppies. 

Holly developed a cough during the later days of her 10 days on medication.  Day 11 she was taken to the Vet for 
treatment of the cough and received cough syrup.  Later that night she started bleeding in the gums. Blood work 
taken indicated she was experiencing liver failure and  had a poor prognosis. After several days of decline she was 
taken to be euthanized.  She was transferred to a critical care facility under the care of Dr. Sallye Gregg where she was 
put in a hyperbaric chamber for five consecutive days doing dives to one and half atmospheres for an hour and a half, 
used a magnetic belt, as well as supplemented with several nutritional supplements and antibiotics.  The ascites (fluid 
transfer from cells to belly) she was experiencing prior to being transferred to this facility was completely reduced due 
to the treatment she received.  Following extreme measures of treatment, Holly’s blood report returned and her health 
returned to normal.  Her compromised liver would be considered for the rest of her life. After a year and four months, 
Holly suffered ventricular fibrillation and died.  This was confirmed by post mortem.  

The occurrence of IMT has been indicated in one report to effect mainly female dogs with males tending to be less 
sensitive to the drug. I had a male who was on SMZ for extended periods for treatment of bacterial infection in the 
testicles and prostate.  He remained unaffected.  

Symptoms of drug reaction or sensitivity.  Depression, lethargy, nausea, swelling of throat (cough), vomiting, fever, 
anemia, bruising, acute inflammation of colon, leukopenia, irritation of kidneys and liver causing hepatitis.   Usually 
IMT is reversible if the medication is discontinued; however, none of these dogs showed any side effect that alerted 
either the Vet or owner that serious drug sensitivity was taking place.  Please take a look at the websites below for 
more information.   
 
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/Content.plx?P=A&A=1412&S=1  
 
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/Content.plx?P=A&A=617&S=1&EVetID=0  
 
Sulfa/trimethoprim (Bactrim Rx, Tribrissen Rx, Ditrim Rx, Sulfatrim Rx, SMZ-TMP, other generic names) is an antibiotic 
that can cause serious medical afflictions in Dobermans, and Rottweilers and is implicated in immune mediated 
thrombocytopenia (IMT) in many dog breeds. Thrombocytes are the platelets in the blood, responsible for blood 
clotting. Thrombocytopenia is a decrease in the number of platelets. Obviously, if they get low enough there is a great 
risk to the pet. This antibiotic is widely prescribed.  It  has a broad spectrum of action, it is inexpensive and most of the 
time it doesn’t cause problems. The ITP is said to be reversible if the medication is withdrawn if you can identify there 
is sensitivity to the drug. Sulfa drugs have also been linked with Auto Immune Hemolytic Anemia in dogs. 

My personal recommendation is:

DO NOT USE ANY FORM OF SULFA DRUG  AND DO NOT BLANKET TREAT ALL YOUR DOGS IN YOUR HOME WITH ANY 
MED UNLESS THEY SHOW SIGNS OF ILLNESS.

Since the writing of this article several other Australian Terriers have suffered from treatment with sulfa drugs 
resulting in death or near death.  Please notify your Vet of our Aussies sensitivity to this drug.
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About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
May 2020 Issue

Take Care and Stay Safe

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

COVID-19. It seems that’s all that’s been on everyone’s 
mind over the last couple of months. Working and school 
from home, essential travel only, social distancing, con-
stantly washing your hands. Cleaning everything that 
comes into the house (including all the home deliver-
ies), and wearing facemasks when you leave it. Some 
states will soon be allowing more businesses to open. 
We need this for the economy, but hopefully we will not 
start letting our guards down too soon, and we will take 
precautions as we use the services of these businesses. 
More Americans have died from complications due to 
this pandemic than were killed in the Vietnam War, and 
it looks like it won’t be over any time soon. I know many 
are upset about not holding the National Specialty this 
year, but risking the lives of people you know and care 
about is not worth a few ribbons or points in the na-
tional ranking. I made the mistake of going to a series 
of shows in 2018 when the Canine Influenza was going 
around, and there wasn’t a vaccine available for it. I did 
everything I could to keep my dogs from getting sick, 
including “social distancing and washing everything”. 
I never saw a sick dog, but a few days after I arrived 
home, my dog started showing symptoms of the H3N8 
virus. Even with isolation, they shared it with every one 
of the dogs that had been left at home. Luckily, H3N8 
was not lethal. I just had a house full of very sick dogs. 
The guilt was horrible when I brought something home 
to make my dogs sick. I can’t imagine how I would feel if 
I brought COVID-19 back to my community. 

This pandemic is a true nightmare for some. My heart 
goes out for each and every one of you. A group from 
work put out a few COVID Principles that I believe are 
worth sharing here:

1. You are not “working from home,” you are “at home dur-
ing a pandemic, trying to work.”
2. Your physical, mental, and emotional health is the most 
important thing right now.
3. Don’t try to compensate for lost productivity by working 
longer hours.
4. Don’t compare your ability to cope with everyone else’s; 
don’t judge yourself or others.
5. We will get through this.

For those of you that are alone or lonely, please don’t be 
afraid to reach out to someone. Hopefully you have an Aus-
sie or another pet to help keep you company, but some-
times it is important to hear the spoken word from some-
one you know. Pick up the phone and call! You never know, 
the person you are calling may need to hear from someone 
as well!

Everyone, PLEASE Take Care and Stay Safe!

Dr. Grace Massey
4343 Mallard Dr
Gloucester, VA 23061
Email: firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
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TOP AUSTRALIAN TERRIERS
RALLY

2019

RALLY  TERRIER GROUP

#1 GCHB CH RACH Christhill First Lady Marie Genevaa 
CDX BN GN RMS RAE4 CGC T  (155)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#2 CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RMS 
RAE2 BCAT CGCA CGCU TKN  (124)
OWNERS: C. COOPER/S. COOPER

RALLY AUSTRALIAN TERRIER TOP 7

#1 GCHB CH RACH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva 
CDX BN GN RMS RAE4 CGC T   (155)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#2 CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RM5 
RAE2 BCAT CGCA CGCU TKN  (124)
OWNERS: C. COOPER/S. COOPER
#3 GCHB CH CH Christhill Coachella CDX PCDX BN GN 
RM2 RAE2 CGC TKN  (81)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#4 Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX OM1 RM RAE THDX 
CGCA TKA   (34)
OWNER: P. GOSHORN
#5 GCHB CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill PCD BN RM CGC 
TKN  (27)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#6 GCHS CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba BN RA 
CGCA  (11)
OWNER: T. ROLT
#7 Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RE FDC SCN RATN 
CGCA TKP  (4)
OWNER: S. JACOBSEN

TOP AUSTRALIAN TERRIERS
OBEDIENCE

2019

OBEDIENCE  TERRIER GROUP

#1  CH OTCH Temora Keeping Stride UDX8 OGM GN GO RN 
(324)
OWNER: C. BURGESS
# 5  Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX2 OM3 RM RAE THDX 
CGCA TKA (88)
OWNER: P. GOSHORN

OBEDIENCE  AUSTRALIAN TERRIER TOP 7

#1  CH OTCH Temora Keeping Stride UDX8 OGM GN GO RN 
(324)
OWNER: C. BURGESS
# 2  Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX2 OM3 RM RAE THDX 
CGCA TKA (88)
OWNER: P. GOSHORN
#3 GCHB CH RACH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CDX 
BN GN RMS RAE4 CGC T (49)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#4 GCHB CH Christhill Coachella CDX PCDX BN GN RM2 RAE 
CGC TKN  (20)
OWNERS: K.HILL/W. CHISTENSEN
#5 Dunham Lake Sticky Beak CDX PCX BN GN GO RM NAP 
NJP CGCA CGCU TKE  (18)
OWNERS: R. MCCAULLEY/T. GOIFFON/E. GOFFON
#6 Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CD PCDX BN RE SCN 
CGC TKE  (6)
OWNER: M. MCMULLEN
#7 CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RM5 RAE2 
BCAT CGCA CGCU TKN   (5)
OWNERS: C. COOPER/S. COOPER
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GettinG Your trick DoG title - VirtuallY

bY Jan DahlinG

We were getting ready for an upcoming Conforma-
tion show, in Lawrenceville, GA; so excited, as it 
was going to be a Major for our Australian Terriers! 
A week before the show it was cancelled, due the 
COVID19 Pandemic. Frustration as we had recently 
come back from the Tallahassee show and Georgia 
was an up and coming newbe in Conformation and 
Banjo had Qualified to attend the NADD/AKC/Eukan-
ube Dock Diving event for the 3rd straight year! We 
were riding a huge exciting wave! Then everything 
came to a screeching . . . HALT!!! 

 
All this Time . . . Energy. . . Nervousness over the 
uncertainty and control of everything in our life and 
everything that surrounded us! What were we to do? 
We started by keeping a schedule of what we can 
control. Keep up our grooming (thank goodness I 
have learned to do this - I still have major tweaking 
to learn). Since classes are closed we made a sched-
ule to work on stacking, ring work (in the driveway) 
and table work (ok since my husband and son are 
home - they get to be the judges). We still have 
major time on our hands and there’s only so much 
cleaning and reorganizing one can stand and we’ve 
got to stay away from that refrigerator that keeps 
calling our name! 
 

I don’t know if it was an AKC email or I saw it 
on Facebook as days and articles seem to run 
together without the normal daily and weekly 
routines. It was one of the first “Virtual” events 
being offered. Earn your “Trick Dog” via sending 
in a film of your work!!! We had been working and 
building Georgia’s skills so we would be ready for 
summer Nationals, and this was going to be of-
fered. Now we had a goal! Note: “Beginning June 1, 
2020, dogs under the age of four months may not 
receive a title for AKC Trick Dog or Canine Good 
Citizen in order to emphasize AKC STAR Puppy and 
socialization. Once puppies reach four months 
old, they are free to participate in Trick Dog!” (AKC 
Website)  

 
First we needed to check to see what were the 
steps to accomplish our goal of “Trick Dog Novice” 
Title. Go to the AKC Website, if you have already 
completed your CGC you will only have to com-
plete 5 more tricks (or you’ll have to complete a 
total of 10 tricks) and that’s where we currently 
were as Georgia received her CGC when she was 
4 months old. I highly recommend getting your 
CGC.  Getting this is a great way to bond with your 
puppy and brush up on those beginner skills no 
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matter your level.  Don’t know how to train dog 
tricks? Your local trainer closed, due to the Pan-
demic? AKC has virtual videos to help you train. 
Link: https://www.akc.org/sports/trick-dog/

We chose to do the following 5 tricks for Georgia: 
Go through Tunnel, Hand signal sit, Touch - hand, 
Twirl, and Paws up - on step. Once you have your 
tricks and your pup can perform them, flaw-
lessly, time to find an evaluator.  Talk with your 
local trainers and see if they are AKC Approved 
Evaluators.  AKC also has AKC Approved Evaluators 
through their website: https://webapps.akc.org/cgc-
evaluator/ 
Contact the evaluator and make sure you under-
stand their requirements for evaluation, how they 
want you to send in the video, their cost to evaluate, 
payment methods, turn around time to evaluate, 

and method you will receive paperwork to send in 
to the AKC for registering the title. Also check with 
AKC for the up-to-date registration fee for Trick Dog 
Novice.  We found it was easiest to video each trick, 
separately, and send them in, individually, to the 
evaluator. You may have someone video the tricks 

for you or you can set it up and video yourself and 
your Australian Terrier. 

A few minutes a day can help you both break up the 
long days, stuck at home. It’s not like obedience, rally 
or agility as there isn’t a time limit, just an accom-
plishment. This is a great way to bond with your fury 
friend, get a Trick Dog Novice Title and have some-
thing to show your friends when we gather together 
again. Please note other Trick Dog Titles are available 
Virtually. 

Most important. . . Have fun!
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FromFrom
The PastThe Past

  A BlastA Blast            A Trip Down Memory Lane

                                                                 
 Starting Point

The love affair with Australian Terriers that led to 
Sprite Lea Kennels began when we saw a small, self-
important puppy, head held high and a scrap of pa-
per in his mouth, running along a fence at Thornoaks 
Kennels in Harvard, IL.  That puppy and a young adult 
who jumped all over us and treated us like old friends 
(even though we’d never met) were “super salesmen”.  
From then on one puppy led to another.  We were 
told that two were five times as much fun as one.  It is 
easy to calculate that we’re having at least one hun-
dred times as much fun now.

Thinking back about our years in Aussies many dogs, 
many thrills, many big days stand out. Some of those 
big days were:

      February 21, 1969-Aus. CH Taralee Sekelutu ar-
rived.  We had been up practically the whole night so 
Gene and his tired boy went straight to bed together, 
and that’s the way it’s been ever since.

     May 24-25, 1969- Our first Champion, our first 
group placement, and our second Champion all in 
one glorious weekend. The first day Victoria finished 
and Seky placed second in Group.  Gene’s teeth al-
most fell out!  Aussies just did not place in the group 
in those days!  The second day Seky finished.  We were 
on pink clouds for days.

April 19, 1970-  Rybuck, the first Champion of our 
breeding was finished by Kathy Clarke on the east 
coast.  We were tickled to hear the news in her charm-
ing southern accent.

May 23, 1971 Barnaby finished!  The first one of our 
breeding we had shown to a championship.

November 3, 1970 Aus. CH Taralee For Fame arrived!  I 
guess you would say he is the “founding father”.  Cer-
tainly he’s done well as a father, topping the Register 
of Merit with thirty champions and more coming.

August 1, 1971- Sekeletu won the first all-Breed Best 
in Show!  What a thrill!

Some of the great dogs we had fun showing in addi-
tion to those mentioned were are Arfin’ Annie, Dylan, 
Hallmark, Frederica, Happy, Murphy, George, Jeremy, 
Jessica, Jackeroo, Rhaja Dhaja, Vance, and Virginia to 
name but a few.

Sunday night’s a special night.  That’s when the calls 
come in with reports of successes in the show ring.  
Over the years we’ve enjoyed the happiness of calls 
that tell us Hope did this, Kelly did that, Landy, Chad-
wick, George, Drew, Charles, Roberta, Welby, Fancy, 
etc.  Of course, it’s not just Sunday night.  Other 
owners call to tell us how satisfactory Jason, Hobo, 
Wikki etc. are… and that is the best part of being a 
breeder, the happiness and  pleasure others get from 
your dogs.  Oh, we’ve met some wonderful people 
through our dogs.  After all, how could anyone sell a 
better product: “we’ve got love for sale”.

Katharine Barnes                                    Sprite Lea Kennel                              
ATCGCA Newsletter 1976
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Cover Story......coVer StorY....

CH The Farm’s Fire Breathing Dragonfly

FIRE
Bred by: Shelia Dunn

Owned by: Susan Mason and Chandler Abel

At 6 months old Fire was first shown in Tunica,MS with no other competition and took a Terrier Group 3 and 
an Owner Handler Group 3. One month later she received her Championship in Franklin, TN - 3 shows and 3 
majors. Best Bitch at the 2019 Specialty….2020 was to be her year… 2021 is looking good to us!!!

Special thank you to Shelia Dunn for trusting me with such a special girl!
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Covid- 19
How did you Cope?....Aussie Style
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44                                                                                                         

 Acebreeder’s Queen B meeting Akbar Gbaja-Biamila(of 
American Ninja Warrior)at Beverly Hills KC and then 

Won an Owner Handler Group 1 
Owners: Teresa Schreeder & Sue Bachman

Aussie BragsAussie Brags

 Alinta Loch Looking for Mr.Goodbar at Ryba first weekend out 
was Best in Sweeps at Great Western Terrier Association , Reserve 

WD and Sweeps Group 3
Owner Claudette Earl

GCH CH Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Till It’s Over CAA
               Yogi was the #1 Australian Terrier

       in the 2019 National Owner-Handled Series
    Bred by Alexa Samarotto and Claudia Coleman
    Owned and handled by Kevin and Diane Cahill

Pictured:  Group 3 win at St. Charles (MO) Kennel Club
            Thank You Judge Mrs. Sandy Gelinas

Temora Georgia On My Mind Dahling DS CGC TKN 
 

Earned a Qualifying spot for 2020 NADD/AKC/Eukanuba in June 
Dock Diving Event. Photo by Janine Pearman with Marvelous 

Impressions Photography 
This makes two AT’s Jan Dahling has that’s qualified for Nation-

als in Orlando, December 2020

Thank you Judge, Mrs. Anne Bolus for RBISOH
CA RBISS, AM BISSOH MRBISOH GCHS CH Horrieglen Dare 

To Dream FDC CA BCAT CGC TKN ATT
So proud of my girl!

Owned by: Barbel Post
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and More Bragsand More Brags

Pippin
Ryba’s An Apple A Day For Tera-K

Earning her Barn Hunt Novice Title 
February 7, 2020.

Owner – Darlene Evans

Maddie is the first Australian Terrier to earn the DM-
WYD Trick Dog Champion title

TDCH Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CDX PCDX 
BN RE SCN SBN SHDN CGC TKE CD-C RL1AOM  RATI  

“Maddie”  
Owned and Trained by: Muriel McMullen

Maddie’s video was also in the top 20 for AKCs 2019 
Trick Dog Elite Performer National Competition

Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX3 OM3 RM RAE THDX CGCA 
TKA     

Rusty finished his UDX3 at the Dayton Dog Training Club 
on January 4, 2020

Owned and Trained by: Patricia Goshorn

Drummer
Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For 

Tera-K
Earning his Barn Hunt Novice 

Title December 2, 2019
Owner – Darlene Evans
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Flying the Friendly Skies during COVID
by Ashleigh Bradway

Have you ever traveled with a puppy on a plane before? Well, for the 
first time I was given the opportunity to delivery a puppy to their new 
home. I delivered one puppy on May 12th to Colorado and another 
puppy to Florida on May 13th. This was the first time I had to fly with a 
puppy and not to mention during COVID-19. My experience was one 
of a kind. I was not sure what to expect at all; I was given a mask and 
gloves to wear for both of my travel days. 

My first travel day started at 5:30 a.m. I couldn’t be more excited. I en-
tered into the airport on my way to the check in counter and I noticed 
that it was very empty, not a single person in sight, it was like a ghost 
town. The only people around were the agents and boy did they look 
bored. My experience getting checked in with a puppy took much lon-
ger since all attention was on the puppy, but who doesn’t love seeing 
a cute puppy when there is nothing else to do! 

You were called one at a time to board the 
aircraft to practice social distancing. A mask 
was required to board on the flight as well. 
Most people had their masks on the whole 
flight. The flight had rules that the first 3 
rows were unavailable for seating and you 
were not allowed to sit past the wings on the 
plane. It was definitely different only being 
on a plane with 12 people and all spaced out 
with masks on. Can we all say Twilight Zone 
at the same time?! Each person had their own 
row. Most people were taking advantage of this by laying across all 
three seats and sleeping. Before COVID-19 you would have had a full 
plane and you were packed in like a can of sardines! 

My flight arrived after an uneventful flight and I was on my way to 
deliver the puppy to their new owner. After delivering this adorable 
puppy to their new owner (who by the way fell immediately in love); I 
was on my way to get something to eat. I took my mask off to breath 
for a minute and to eat something when of course I sneezed. A few 
people who were around me said “bless you”.” One older gentleman 
walking past me looked at me and said “don’t you have a mask to put 
on your face?” I am holding my mask I stated “I do have a mask, I can’t 
eat with it on!” With no words back he just stared me down. So the 
Sneeze Police are out and in full force so watch it! While waiting for 
my flight back by the gate it was so quiet you could hear a pin needle 
drop, I saw a total of 3 people while waiting for my return flight home. 
The flight back had 15 people on it with the same rules of seating as 
my morning flight. As I was walking the ghosted quiet hallways to 
the baggage claim area to get picked up I just couldn’t believe how 
empty and shut down everything was and it was only 2:00 p.m. in the 
afternoon. COVID-19 has had an impact on everyone’s lives and lively-
hood as well!

My second day of travel on May 13th at 6:30am I began the same 
routine as the day before. This day, I was spending the whole day in 
Florida. The couple a few days before I flew out invited me over for 
lunch and to hang out by the pool before my flight later that night. 
Walking into the airport was Déjà vu from the day before. 

This time checking in the agent looked at the adorable puppy, smiled 
and called out to her co-workers down at the other end of the service 
counter. Before you knew it, people were coming over to see and hold 
the puppy. One person was taking photos and by the time all was said 
and done, 7 people were taking turns holding the puppy and others 
were taking photos. At this point there was also yelling down the hall 
to the other agents that were standing around “look at this adorable 
puppy” “we found our mascot.”  Everyone wanted to take her home. 
When I finally was given the puppy back after all the excitement  we 
went through security. Walking through security you have to take 
the puppy out of the sherpa bag and hold the puppy while you walk 
around the side. This created more excitement and puppy holding. 
This is a small airport and everyone is clearly bored! TSA takes a cloth 
and wipes both of your hands to test for drugs. Once that is done you 
are free to keep walking to your gate. 

This flight had a few more people on it then 
the day before but not by much. A mask was 
still required going onto the plane and it had 
to be on your face till you were up in the air. 
The person that calls you to board would only 
call 5 people at a time but still having to stand 
6 feet away from each other, again the first 3 
rows were unavailable and you could not sit 
past the wings. 

When I landed all I could see was sunlight 
and palm trees, the excitement on my face 
to feel the warm weather through the airport just made me so happy. 
I was getting very excited walking to the baggage claim to meet up 
with the new owners as I knew the new owners were so very excited 
to meet their new puppy. Nothing made me smile more than handing 
this couple their puppy and seeing the smile on their face. My heart 
just melted, I couldn’t contain my smile and excitement being with 
this family for the day. 

My past two days of travel have been absolutely wonderful; from the 
agents checking me in to traveling on an empty plane during this 
COVID-19 to meeting some of the most warm hearted people who 
couldn’t wait to meet their new dog.  
It is possible to fly with a dog at the 
moment if you just take the time, 
precautions and the foresight to plan 
out your trip accordingly. If you have 
a puppy or dog with you, allow extra 
time for lots of loving too!
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A Judges PersPective of covid -19
by michael h. faulkner

The weekend of March 13 through 15, I was judging in York, 
Pennsylvania. The York Kennel Club and Delaware County 
Kennel Club shows were the last shows prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

During the course of that weekend, and, not unlike today, there 
were exhibitors, judges, AKC staff, superintendents, photog-
raphers, vendors and exhibitors with mixed emotions – those 
who took the threat seriously and those who brushed it off as a 
Chinese conspiracy ... or both.

On my return home, and my return to running a regional 
health clinic, I was immediately consumed with updates, and 
meetings and conferences related to the pending health 
crisis – Corona Virus Networking call – Slowing the Spread of 
Corona Virus – New Patient Paperwork During Crisis – Relief for 
Hospitals During Corona – COVID-19 Crisis Response Workshop 
– Important Housing Response for Those Impacted by Corona 
Virus – and in addition – my weekly Corona Virus Networking 
Calls.

The past five weeks have felt much more like five years. Not 
because I have not been able to judge a dog show or exhibit 
our dogs. Rather, because I have gotten up every morning – in-
cluding some weekends – and gone to work in protective gear 
to serve those less fortunate, witnessing firsthand the serious-
ness of the situation. Quick to realize that without the extreme 
protective measures taken by local and state governments the 
profound effects this virus could have on our society would be 
devastating and perhaps everlasting. Not to mention shutting 
down our sport – indefinitely.

COVID-19 has impacted the sport of purebred dogs on so many 
levels, disrupting the lives of many who rely on the circulations 
of funds for survival. Whether you are a handler, dog-show 
photographer, superintendent, travel agent, publisher, vendor, 
kennel owner, groomer, AKC staff or to some extent a judge, 
the lack of revenue has been devastating. And when all is said 
and done, the recovery process will be long.

With that said, we shall recover, and to some extent, I am hope-
ful that we will come out of this pandemic stronger and better.

Prior to the coronavirus, the majority of us never imagined 
that something like this would ever take place. Nothing would 
singlehandedly force a shutdown across the nation. We took for 
granted the vast number of shows on any given weekend that 
filled the needs of the fancy and filled the need to frantically 
strive for “number one.” The end result – achieving the ultimate 
goal of number one in a specific breed – has been made so 
overpowering in each step along the way that the importance 
of an individual show is trivialized due to the all-consuming 
goal of winning points for national ratings.

It is my hope that this major shift in our lives has inspired each 
and every one of us to evaluate and appreciate why we breed 
dogs, why we show dogs, why we judge dogs. And, maybe, 
just maybe, during this time of quarantine, breeders will take 
the extra time to seriously and professionally look at their 
dogs, their breeding programs, and go back and study pedi-
grees and plan effectively for the future generations.

Judges should seriously ask themselves: Why they are doing 
this? And come to the realization that it is to evaluate breeding 
stock for the next generations, and not to judge based where 
an exhibit currently stands on a rating system.

Handlers commit to appreciating the sport that feeds them, 
and the clients who, during this crisis, made sure they were 
not forgotten. Superintendents treat each exhibitor and every 
entry with grace and respect, and everyone affiliated with 
AKC comes to the realization that without the knowledgeable, 
committed breeders we have nothing!

The future – our future – lies within them.

In the meantime, I have yet another patient for whom we can 
do nothing – no test is available. Go home, isolate, we will 
monitor you via telehealth. And if your symptoms become 
serious enough, we can send you to the emergency room ... 
along with a prayer.
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RESCUE YOUR OWN
Fifty years ago, my first mentor drilled into me that as 
a breeder I was responsible for the lives of the dogs I 
brought into this world for as long as they lived. He further 
admonished that if I were unable to find a suitable home 
for a dog, the burden of responsibility dictates whatever 
difficult choice is needed to ensure the dog’s safety and 
comfort.

At that time there were no rescue organizations to assist 
with rehoming.  Warehousing more dogs than one could 
realistically keep or care for was and remains unaccept-
able.  Because I learned that being a breeder meant that, 
at a minimum, you rescued your own, placing dogs into 
situations that would not fail and providing ongoing sup-
port to those new owners became paramount goals.

Today, despite the fact that Lhasa Apso registrations have 
plummeted from the low teens in the 1980’s to rare breed 
status currently, our dedicated rescue volunteers remain 
overwhelmed.  Burnout is epidemic, money is scarce, and 
there appears to be little relief in sight.

Natural disasters such as wildfires, hurricanes, and floods 
create crises, but the proliferation of on-line sales, unreg-
istered purebreds, and “designer dogs” has exacerbated 
the problem.  Working under the relative anonymity af-
forded by technology, many internet breeders use only 
one screening tool: cash.  If the purchaser is willing to pay 
the price, the puppy is sold.  Puppies may be shipped at a 
legally acceptable age, without thought to readiness.

Parent club rescue volunteers in this breed and others 
manage the aftermath of pets discarded like unwanted 
spam, while animal rights organizations point to purebred 
dog fanciers as the visible face of the problem.

How does a responsible breeder/fancier be part of the so-
lution and the the problem?

First, ensure that your rescue your own.  Even ideal place-
ments can fail because of serious illness, divorce, and oth-
er of life’s vagaries that cannot be predicted.  Ideally, a new 
puppy’s new owner would stick with her through all of this, 
but sometimes that is not realistic.  For the puppy’s protec-
tion, sales agreements should contain a clause stipulating 
that if the new owner is unable to keep the dog for what-
ever reason, he or she must be returned to you.  Whether 
you provide a full, partial, or nor refund of purchase price 
is a personal choice.  Just be sure it is in writing.

Screen buyers for the quality of home they will provide 
and their suitability for the breed.  Lhasa Apso’s can be a 
frustration to those who want a servile pet dedicated to 
pleasing a master. Take advantage of our low registration 

numbers and good demand for scarce puppies to be more selective.  
And don’t disappear from the puppy’s life when he or she exits your 
home.  Maintain communication an offer to help without being over-
bearing.

Match the individual dog to the prospective owner.  The would-be 
alpha goes to someone who will exercise, go to training classes and 
provide strong leadership, not sedentary adults or family with small 
children.  Retirees need a dog whose activity level will closely match 
theirs, both now and in the future.  And while a Lhasa Apso can be 
a wonderful companion for the advanced elderly, be sure a family 
member will take over or notify you in the event of failing health or 
death.

Above all, trust your gut!  When everything checks out fine and still 
you don’t feel” quite right” about a prospective home, trust your in-
stincts.  I have rehomed two dogs in recent years because I failed to 
heed nagging doubts about the owner’s expectations or abilities.  
Fortunately, both stories have happy endings because of regular 
communication and a clear return agreement.

 Rescuing our own is only part of the solution.
Casandra de la Rosa      The American Lhasa Apso Club      

AKC Gazette Column             December 2019

If you want to learn more about how to help Australian 
Terrier Rescue go to  www.australianterrierrescue.org
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

Janurary 2020 - MAY 2020

April 2020

NOVICE AGILITY

CH The Farm’s Spirit Of Rock and Roll NA NAJ CGC
Breeder: Shelia Dunn
Owner: Nancy L Tibbett & Lisa Y Orr
 

RALLY MASTER 6

CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RM6 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Cynthia Cooper & Sherry Copper

RALLY MASTER 7

GCHB CH RACH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva 
Breeder: Kreg B Hill & William I Christensen
Owner: Kreg B Hill & William I Christensen

NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER

CH The Farm’s Spirit Of Rock and Roll NA NAJ CGC 
Breeder: Shelia Dunn
Owner: Nancy L. Tibbett & Lisa Y Orr

TRICK DOG NOVICE
 
Firewalker’s Lake Alexandrina RATN TKN 
Breeder: Dr. Grace Massey
Owner: Susan Saulvester & Dr. Grace Massey

Grand-Lares Treasure Hunter of Temora TKN
Breeder: Jose Franceschi & Julie Seaton
Owner: Shelene Costello & Jose Franceschi

AKC TEMPERAMENT TEST

GCHS CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA BCAT CGC TKN ATT 
Breeder: TJ Fenton & D Fenton
Owner: Barbel Post

GCHS CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA RATN CGC ATT 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post

NOVICE BARN HUNT

Killara’s Legacy’s Promise RATN
Breeder: Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty & Moira McGroarty
Owner: Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty & Moira McGroarty

Killara’s Rock The Red Legacy RATN
Breeder: Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty & Moira McGroarty
Owner: Dr. Patrick E McGroarty D.D.S. & Fiona C McGroarty & Anne P 
McGroarty & Moira McGroarty

Ryba’s An Apple A Day For Tera-K RATN
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Darlene Evans & Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder

 CH Shastakin Killara’s Flying Eureka! RATN 
Breeder: Zoe Van Wyck de Ropp & Esther Krom
Owner: Anne P McGroarty & Fiona C McGroarty & Moira McGroarty

OPEN BARN HUNT

GCH CH Ryba’s Precious Penelope RATO CGC TKN
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Virgil Silver & Margy Silver

GCHB CH Shastakin Killara Larrikin Reduproar CAA
Breeder: Esther C Krom
Owner: Mrs. Anne Patricia McGroarty & Esther C Krom & Fiona C 
McGroarty

May 2020

GRAND CHAMPION

GCH CH Acebreeders Queen B
Breeder: Erin McGlynn
Owner: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder

Congratulations to...
Heather Rife

Earned her Earthdog Judging 
License for Junior Earthdog 
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Email Grace at firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
right away (GOING FAST)!

Send your photo in for the 2021 Calendar COVER CONTEST!

Send your entries to Grace at firewalkeraussies@gmail.com (Contest closes July 31, 2020)
Photo size should be at least 1 Mb (do not reduce for email transmission).

2021 Calendar                         ___________copies X  $_______  = $_______________
Reserved Calendar page        ___________Page    X  $  50           = $ _______________

TOTAL = $ _______________

Send payment and your mailing address to:
Grace Massey, 4343 Mallard Dr., Gloucester, VA 23061

Make checks out to ATCA with the notation, 2021 Calendar

OR – Purchase from the Australian Terrier Store at   www.australianterrier.org

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Calendars expected to be shipped in November

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING
USA All Other Countries

1 Calendar $19.00 $25.00
2 Calendars $37.00 $42.00
3 Calendars $53.75 $58.75
4 Calendars $72.00 $77.00Save $1 each

PRE-ORDER 2021 CALENDAR

CALENDAR COVER CONTEST

Send me your Aussies in action
Or just looking beautiful!

Contest open to EVERYONE!

Monthly pages open to 
Members only.

Reserve yours now.

(2020 Calendar Cover Winner)
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AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
9
9

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN  
CH Samabel Silver Bullet  
CH Acebreeders Queen B 
CHArista Redskys Love Is All There Is BCAT CGC TKA  
CH Roachan’s Hedge Fund King 
CH Ryba’s Skyfall 
CH Ryba’s A Day At The Races 
CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera -K RN RTN  
CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack 
CH Johmanda’s Ammatria  

1
2
3
4
5
6
6
8
9
10

CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch   
CH Dreamtime’s Sweet Treat     
CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA BCAT CGC TKN ATT 
CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun  
CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya RN BCAT CGC   
CH Samabel Banjopats Ain T Over Till It s Over CAA   
CH Shastakin Killara’s Flying Eureka RATN 
Temora Georgia On My Mind Dahling CGC  
CHWismiss Redhawk Every Day’s A Rainbow  
CH Acebreeders Queen B 

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2
3

MACH2 Abq Kacy Christhill MXG MJC XF
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN MX MXJ NF CGC TKN 
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX AXJ NF CGC 

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)

CH OTCH Temora Keeping Stride UDX6 OGM GN GO RN 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX OM1 RM RAE THDX CGCA TKA 

GCH
GCHB
GCHS
GCHB 
GCH
GCH
GCH

GCH
GCH

GCHS
GCHS 
GCH
GCHG 
GCHB 
 
GCH 
GCH
GCHS

GCHS
GCHS 
GCHS 
 
GCH 
GCHG 
GCH 
GCHB 
GCH
 
GCH

   275 
235  
210   
195   
185   
125
125   

75 
75
65

                                January 1, 2020 to April 30, 2020
AKC Online Stats*

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10 - 2020)
-Starting from October 11, 2019 up to June 4, 2020

CH Samabel Silver Bullet
CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack 
CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN  
CH The Farm’s Fire Breathing Dragonfly 
CH Acebreeders Queen B
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is BCAT CGC TKA
CH Samabel Banjopats Ain’T Over Till It’s Over CAA
CH Roachan’s Hedge Fund King
CH Ryba’s A Day At The Races
CH Ryba’s Skyfall
CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera -K RN RTN

330
175
162 

28 
24   
22   
21

   20
13
13
13

37 
26      
24      
23 

   20      
13
13
13
12
11
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Sweepstakes
Sweepstakes are a set of non-regular classes, offered at our specialty 
shows, which are specifically designed to recognize outstanding 
young dogs and puppies. 
 
Winners of Best in Sweeps, Best Opposite Sex in Sweeps, and often all 
of the class placement winners, receive a portion of the entry fees as 
prizes for their placement. 
  
Veteran Sweepstakes
Sweepstakes are a set of non-regular classes, usually offered at our 
specialty shows, which are specifically designed to recognize out-
standing veteran dogs. 
 
Veteran dogs are determined by age and must be at least seven years 
old to compete.
 
Winners of Best in Veteran Sweeps, Best Opposite Sex in Veteran 
Sweeps, and often all of the class placement winners, receive a por-
tion of the entry fees as prizes for their placement. 
 
Sweepstakes are the ONLY competition where money prizes are 
normally awarded.
 
The sweepstakes entry is made at the time you make your entries for 
your dog for the show. 

You will include sweepstake entries on your entry form (under addi-
tional classes) whether it is by mail or on the Superintendent website.
Follow the instructions on the Premium List.
 
Futurity
The Australian Terrier Futurity is designed to encourage & reward the 
breeders of Australian Terriers. 
 
The Futurity provides a platform to showcase their young dogs & 
bitches produced through their breeding programs. It also allows 
breeders to express confidence in the quality of a particular breeding. 
The recognition of quality Australian Terriers is important for breeding 
programs to flourish.
 
The Futurity is a non-regular competition at the ATCA National 
Specialty for young dogs & bitches that recognizes & awards those 
Australian Terriers that most closely conform to the approved breed 
standard. A Futurity is almost identical to a conformation show except 
that no championship points are awarded to the winners & only 
nominated animals can compete. The competition requires a series 
of nominations from a breeder & payment of associated fees by the 
breeder and/or owner of the Get prior to the date of the Futurity.
 
The below forms are sent to the Futurity Chair:
You must STILL include the Futurity class on your entry form (under 
additional classes) whether it is by mail or on the Superintendent 
website. The fee for the Futurity that goes to the Superintendent is a 
separate fee and not part of the below forms and fees.

 
Futurity Forms and Instructions for 2020:
https://www.australianterrier.org/atca-sweepstakes-futurity

• Instructions
• 
• Bitch/Litter Nomination
•  
•  Puppy Nomination

Send me the completed forms, pictures and pedigrees via US mail or 
e-mail.  

Sue Bachman, 6829 Pleasants Valley Road, Vacaville, CA. 95688 or 
Suebachman@att.net

Sweepstakes & Futurity
National and Regional Specialties

Understanding Sweepstakes and the Futurity
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CALIFORNIA IN THE SPRING
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

APRIL 13-19, 2021

Tentative Schedule of Events
(Information Packet will be distributed at the end of September)

Host Hotel:  Doubletree - Sacramento

Tuesday – April 13 – Board Meeting, Mentor’s Corner and Welcome Night 
Wednesday – April 14 – Education and Annual ATCA Membership Meeting 
Thursday – April 15 – Judge –Richard Powell --  ATCA Specialty where the Breed Winner  
 will be considered the ATCA 2020 National Winner. 
Thursday evening – April 15 -- There will be a stand-alone obedience and rally trial for 
 Australian Terriers only which will be considered the 2021 National Obedience &   
 Rally.   The Trust will be holding their “Fetch-A-Ball” fund raiser. 
Friday – April 16 – Judge – Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine -- ATCA 2021 National Specialty.  
Friday evening – April 16 --  Annual Dinner
Saturday – April 17 – Judge – James Moses --ATCA Supported Entry
            Saturday evening – CGC and Trick evaluations and titles can be earned. 
Sunday – April 18 – Judge – Rosalind Kramer --ATCA Supported Entry 
Monday – April 19 – Judge – Ken Murray -- ATCA Supported Entry
 
Barn Hunt Friday, Saturday and Sunday – but this may be expanded.

Show Chairs
Sue Bachman - suebachman@att.net - 707-372-9674

Darlene Evans - darlenevans1@earthlink.net - 510-599-5383

ATCA Specialty 
Thursday 

April 15, 2021

2 Days all Terrier
3 Days all Breed

5 Days of Rally &
Obedience

ATCA National 
Specialty 

Friday 
April 15, 2021

ATCA Rally & 
Obedience 

Thursday evening
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The ATCA Annual General meeting is normally a time to check up on old friends and con-
duct club business. Due to COVID19, this year the General Meeting will need to be held 
virtually!

Save the Date!

August 1, 2020 
(3 PM EDT, 2 PM CDT, 1 PM MDT, 12 PM PDT)

ATCA General Meeting
For ALL Members

Zoom Invite will be sent via email at a later date
(complete details on how to participate via zoom will be provided in email invite)
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ALINTA LOCH 
Jolly Rancher for Ryba

Thank you Mr. Michael Leonard for awarding 

Jolly
Best of Breed at Beverly Hills Kennel Club

from the Bred by Class for a Major

Breeders - D. & K. Mayich, S. Bachman, T. Schreeder
Owners - S. Bachman, M. Langham, T. Schreeder

Rybaaussie.com




