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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

As this reaches you, we should all be making our 
plans to attend the ATCA National to be held over 
the weekend of June 24th, 25th and the Specialty 
on Sunday, June 26th, with the Board Meeting 
and Mentors’ Corner on Wednesday, June 22, our 
Education Day on June 23th. Please try to attend 

as much as you can to expand your knowledge and social opportuni-
ties. I know that I always learn something; fifty years in the breed and 
there is still more to learn and people to meet. 

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for the Friday night preceded by the 
AussTTrust and on Saturday night, the Banquet will be held separately 
making the evening all about the awards and fun.  We are fortunate to 
have this opportunity to be a part of the famous Great Western Terrier 
weekend, a highlight for those who love the Terrier Group breeds and 
a chance to see many of the top examples of their breeds all in one 
place. The venue has changed back to the one used previously which 
was highly regarded as a lovely show site. This area, near Los Angeles,  
can be pricey as so many major metropolitan areas can be and the 
Show committee, headed By Eve Steele, has taken the advice to heart 
to try and make the arrangements as affordable as possible for the 
members. This is no easy task in today’s business environment but 
they have done their best and this should be a lovely event. 

There are so many opportunities to sightsee and enjoy that it all 
should be worthwhile. The Committee has advanced a number of 
fundraising efforts and a big thank you to the members who have 
responded and supported these efforts already in a big way. Please try 
to see what you can do to help the Club. 

The educational opportunity to see so many terriers should be a great 
draw in and of itself and one I look forward to since I have been back 
there myself in quite some time. Of course, we have Montgomery Co. 
KC back East but the weather is usually not as nice, just my little joke. 

For those who are interested in the Mentor’s Corner, please read the 
guidelines but if you are not ready to apply, you may still want to come 
and learn what you can; just ask. 

This edition contains a number of articles about Cancer and I know 
we are launching a fund raising effort you may want to look into as 
supporters of our Aussies. The study on Hemangiosarcoma is especially 
significant for so many of us, as it is so heartbreaking a disease and 
occurs across the entire panoply of breeds. Please take the time to read 
what you can and see what support you can give. You will learn more 
about this at the AusTTrust reception.

I want to reiterate the recruitment effort for a new Club Historian. Our 
current Club Historian, Carol Sazama, has asked that she be replaced 
after many years of devoted service to this and so many other commit-
tees. Our heartfelt thanks go out to her for all of her work on this and 
all other club efforts. These are big shoes to fill but if you believe you 
can grow into them and learn this job, please let me know. The Club 
will be grateful. 

Here is the segue into the “We need you” part of the message. As many 
of you know, the work of the Club is advanced by the organizational 
structure of the various Committees charged with specific responsi-
bilities and tasks to complete their goals. The Club needs interested 
persons to try out positions and learn: I am once again asking to hear 
from anyone who wants to volunteer or learn more about volunteer 
opportunities for the Club in general. Our Club needs the input and 
assistance of all of our members to make it the viable and vibrant orga-
nization that it should be and I know you, our dedicated and passion-
ate fanciers of our breed, are out there ready to help. 
 
I hope to see everyone soon; June is fast approaching. My best wishes 
to all and please feel free to contact me and/or comment on anything 
and everything.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Julie Seaton 
Second Quarter 2016

•	 Received an email from OFA,  forwarded it to Health Committee. 

•	 ‘Received an email from organization about Parent Club Dona-
tion. Forwarded to Judges Education and President of ATCA. 

•	 Received email from Great Western containing the premium list 
for the upcoming National. Forwarded to the Webmaster to send 
out to members. 

•	 Received email from AKC Judges Education Coordinator for  
Seminar Presenters at AKC National Championship show. For-
warded to Judges Education. 

•	 Received email from LIFELEARN organization. Forwarded infor-
mation to the President, Health Chair & Judges Education. 

 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

 Second Quarter 2016

ATCA Board of Directors’ activities since last Talkabout  
Report:   
 
Board Approved:  ATCA Health Statement per request from AKC for all 
Parent Clubs to post on their website.  Health Committee with Teresa 
Schreeder as Chair provided the Statement, sent by ATCA Correspond-
ing Secretary, Julie Seaton.  See Statement below.  

The Board of Directors of the Australian Terrier Club of America 
recommends the following health screenings: 

•	 The Australian Terrier Club of America has established health 
guidelines and voluntary testing recommendations for all breed-
ing stock.   

•	 The recommendations include OFA Eye Exam, OFA Thyroid test, 
and OFA Patella test (after 1 year of age).   

•	 All testing results will be available online at Canine Health Infor-
mation Center (caninehealthinfo.org).   

•	 The Australian Terrier Club of America does recommend updates 
of the information every 2 years for OFA eye, and every 3 years for 
Thyroid and Patella.  

Board Approved:  Judge’s Education Committee’s recommendations 
for the following:  ATCA Presenter Status – Kerrie Bryan, Jeanne Popo-
vits, Teresa Schreeder, Eve Steele
ATCA Mentor Status – Bill Christensen 

Board Approved:  Public Education/Breed Referral Budget request 
from Committee Chair, Sandra Weigle, in the amount of $2450.00.  Her 
expenditures include Social Media Promotions and Advertising; Meet 
the Breed supplies and expenses, Printing and Postage/Shipping.  

Board Approved:  Health Committee’s request for AusTTrust and 
ATCA Health Committee to work together to raise funds to support a 
study by AKC/Canine Health Foundation to identify “A Novel Mecha-
nism to Regulate the Growth of Canine Hemangiosarcoma”.  Teresa 
Schreeder, Chair   
 
Board Approved:  Judges’ Education Committee Budget Request from 
Co-Chairs, Kerrie Bryan and Jane Tenor, in the amount of $3,000.  This 
covers travel and material expenses for Judges’ Education and Confer-
ences.   

Board Approved:  AusTTrust request to actively promote the Purina 
Parent Club Partnership Program.  They will administer and grow this 
program to add funds to the AusTTrust which are used for the educa-
tion about and health of the Australian Terrier.  

Board Approved:  Alexa Samarotto, as ATCA President, presented the 
following Committee Chairs to serve 2016/2017.  

Archives Preservation and Database – Darlene Evans & Sue Bachman
Calendar – Grace Massey
Gazette Columnist – Grace Massey
Judge’s Education – Jane Tenor and Kerrie Bryan
Talkabout Editor – Julie Seaton

Discussions held:  

•	 Per request from Aussie Store Chair, Susan Saulvester, how best 
to keep our small advantage of offering breed information and 
products.  Other terrier group club websites were visited for 
comparison.   Nothing resolved.  

•	 Talkabout publishing a Stud Dog Issue in 2017.  Julie Seaton, 
Talkabout Editor, will be working on this.   

•	 AKC’s letter to Roy Cooper, Attorney General of the State of North 
Carolina, regarding the recently enacted law concerning the 
LGBT community.  AKC has joined many professional organiza-
tions that maintain offices in NC who have voiced their disap-
proval of the law.  AKC employs more than 200 individuals in the 
state.  

Other:  

Judges’ Selection Ballots and Announcement of Member’s Annual 
Meeting have been mailed.  

Nominating Committee Selection process has begun - To be com-
pleted by June 1.  

Annual Board Meeting Agenda - Items are being compiled.  
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q1 2016    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update    CHIC #               Reg #                                      Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT

AZ- Female DM age unknown
NY- 2yr old Male possible cyst on spinal cord, paraplegia  
NY- 3yo male with intermittent rear leg paralysis being worked up

TEMORA RI DIERCC
REBELGLEN CARD SHARK
CHRISTHILL COACHELLA
CHRISTHILL MORONGO
MARBLE ARCH JUST GIVE ME A REASON
CHRISTHILL FIRST LADY MARIE GENEVA
CHRISTHILL GENERAL DWIGHT DAVID
FIREWALKER’S SLYTHERIN SEEKER
DREAMTIME RAZZLE DAZZLE
MAYBUSH RED RADIANT KNIGHT
DUNHAM LAKE SCOUT’S HONOR
REDWING SONG AND DANCE MAN
TEMORA CAUSE & EFFECT
DUNHAM LAKE CELEBRATION
TEMORA RHYTHM AND BLUES
DUNHAM LAKE YOU MIGHT BE SURPRISED

02/25/2016
03/10/2016
01/21/2016
02/04/2016
01/21/2016
01/21/2016
01/21/2016
02/04/2016
02/11/2016
02/11/2016
02/11/2016
02/11/2016
02/18/2016
03/03/2016
03/10/2016
03/15/2016

UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

87685
91228
110700
110701
110702
110703
110704
110951
111160
111161
111162
111163
111272
111568
111772
111957

RN19568001
RN22322601
RN23157702
RN23157701
RN25612301
RN26378602
RN26378601
RN23477504
RN22543104
RN27430201
RN27520001
RN15553004
RN26913606
RN24176307
RN27548502
RN25704205

Julie Seaton 
Kerrie Bryan & Carol Sazama
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen
Patricia Zupan & Sandra M. Weigle
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen
Kreg B. Hill & William I. Christensen
Dr. Grace Cartwright & Kelsey Fall
Marilyn Y. Harban
Theresa Goiffon & E & Lydia Goiffon
T Goiffon & L & E Goiffon
Margaret Coder
Jose Franceschi & Julie Seaton
Wayne Harmon & T & E Goiffon
Nancy & Doug Tibbett
M & S Fredrick & T & E Goiffon

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
7-8 March 2016

Newark, New Jersey
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee

Dr. Diane Brown, CEO of AKC Canine Health Foundation, and Dr. 
Charles Garvin, just chosen as the new Chairman of the AKC/CHF 
Board, reported on the activities of the CHF.  During 2015, 1.5 million 
dollars was allocated for new grants.  A list of these grants is available 
on the CHF web site.  The process of requesting new grant applica-
tions from researchers is now year-round.  Currently there is a new 
initiative to investigate tick-borne diseases, which, with global warm-
ing, is now afflicting dogs and humans in all 50 states.   To date there 
is little accurate data concerning the regional incidence of these infec-
tions, the treatments available are relatively ineffective, and there is 
inadequate ongoing surveillance of their occurrence.  The AKC Board 
has approved a $250,000 matching grant for this research.  

There is a new “memorandum of understanding” process by which 
the CHF can solicit research into specific projects of particular inter-
est to parent clubs.  According to Dr. Garvin, and to Dr. Mary Smith, 
a veterinary neurologist who is the new Chairman of the Scientific 
Review Board of the AKC/CHF, there are substantial advantages to the 
clubs in allowing the CHF to act as the intermediary with researchers.  
This includes quality checks on the backgrounds and capabilities of 
the researchers, peer-review of their proposals for scientific rigor, and 
effective grant administration and oversight to insure that money is 
spent appropriately and that progress is indeed occurring.  (Of course, 
not all research projects will achieve success in solving a particular 
problem, but, in the overall picture, negative studies are also helpful in 
defining paths of investigation more likely to be fruitful.)

The Purina “weight circle” program, the subject of recent discussion by 
the ATCA Board, was also mentioned.  The parent club must enroll in 
the program, and members who feed Purina must participate by send-
ing in their weight circles.  One-half of the money goes directly to the 
CHF to be deposited in the club’s Donor Advised Fund.  One-half of the 
money goes directly to the parent club treasurer, for use as the parent 
club board directs.   Last year, Purina donated a total of $440,000, half 
to the parent club donor advised funds and half to the parent clubs 
themselves.  (When I checked last year, there was no money in the 
ATCA Donor Advised Fund, so the activity of this program in our club 
seems to have lapsed.)

A CHIC update was given by Eddie Dziuk, CEO of the OFA, who main-
tains the CHIC database.  There is health information on over 105,000 
dogs, representing 175 breeds, in the database.  OFA also maintains a 
DNA bank with more than 22,000 samples from over 100 breeds.  The 
advantages of having a central DNA bank is that researchers can ob-
tain DNA samples for their research projects from this central source.  
On the other hand, if blood is sent to a particular researcher’s labora-
tory, there is no control over its use or its ultimate disposition.   If the 
researcher moves to another university, the samples may be simply 
discarded.

Each parent club is asked to collect blood from time-to-time at its 
national specialty for submission to the OFA DNA bank.  This will be 
of great assistance in future genetic research which may involve that 
breed.   OFA will supply breed-specific health forms as well as instruc-
tions for submission to the DNA bank.  It has been suggested that the

parent clubs encourage submission by underwriting part of the cost.   
I know that ATCA has done this in the past, and I feel that it might be 
a good project for the 2017 national specialty.  Sequential samples 
from the same dogs are of great value so a dog whose blood has been 
submitted previously can and should be submitted again.

The long-awaited contagious disease project at The Ohio State 
University is undergoing the review process for publication.   Once 
this occurs a white paper will be issued regarding recommendations 
for the prevention of transmission of infectious diseases in any venue 
which attracts numbers of dogs, including shows, dog parks, groom-
ing salons, and animal shelters.  This should lead to up-dating of the 
section of Rules Relating to Dog Shows which concerns preventing 
infections at dog shows.  So-called “exercise pens” used by multiple 
dogs are of particular concern.

In respect to “veterinary outreach,” residents of the first three therioge-
netics programs funded by the AKC/CHF will graduate this June.  The 
program has now been increased to involve four veterinary schools 
and funding continued.  This is part of an increasing emphasis on im-
proving reproductive practices by the AKC, as reflected in the require-
ment for continuing education in this subject by participants in the 
Bred with Heart Program and in a new call for reproductive protocols 
by the AKC/CHF.  New podcasts and webinars continue to be added 
to the AKC website, including some from last December’s Eukanuba 
breeders’ seminars.  Transcriptions of some of the podcasts, suitable 
for reproduction in club newsletters, are also available on the AKC site.

Mark Dunn, the AKC Vice President of Registration and Customer De-
velopment, spoke about the similarities and differences between the 
AKC Breeder of Merit and Bred with Heart programs.  I have discussed 
this in a separate publication in The Talkabout and will not repeat it 
in detail here.  The target for the Bred with Heart program are those 
breeders who are not considered “commercial breeders,” and are not 
members of the fancy who are either Breeders of Merit or eligible to 
become Breeders of Merit.  Nonetheless, of those who have enrolled 
in the program, 7% are commercial breeders, 46% Breeders of Merit, 
and 47% of “casual/other breeders,” for whom the program is actually 
intended.  AKC inspectors will ask to see health testing documentation 
anytime that a Bred with Heart breeder is inspected and all partici-
pants in this program are also expected to document their involve-
ment in continuing education programs.  Of the litters registered 
during 2015, 17% were by Breeders of Merit, 13% by commercial 
breeders, and 70% by “casual/other breeders.” 

Of the 112 parent clubs who have submitted their “health statements” 
identifying those tests which must be done on breeding stock, and 
not all parent clubs require health testing, Mark Dunn felt that some 
clubs had been too stringent in their requirements and others too lax.  
He stated that the goal is to encourage more breeders to be respon-
sible by engaging in health testing, and that if the tests required are 
too onerous or too expensive, this will drive potential participants 
away from the Breeder of Merit and Bred with Heart programs.  The 
test selected should be those which will make a positive difference in 
the evolution of the breed.
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The American Kennel Club has joined the International Partnership 
of Dogs, whose mission is to foster and promote the welfare of dogs.  
Other national dog clubs include those of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Germany, France, the United Kingdom, a Swedish dog health insur-
ance company, and the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA).  It 
is hoped that the AKC can blunt some of the more radical practices, 
especially in regard to dog shows, which seem to have their origin in 
northern Europe.

Parent Clubs Committee

The total number of CGC awards is now up to 42,000.
There is a proposal to create a “Puppy of Achievement” award to be 
given to puppies earning 10 points from the 4-6 month and regular 
puppy classes.  This would not translate into “real” points or into a “suf-
fix” title but might attract new exhibitors to enter puppies.  There has 
been a 33% drop (time period not given) in the regular classes and in 
2015, only 27% of the puppy classes had any competition.

43 Pet Disaster Trailers have been placed in 23 states at a cost of 
$1,186,743.  8 additional trailers are ready to be delivered, and 15 
more are awaiting full funding.  Matching funds are still available from 
AKC Re-Unite.

51 clubs have so far participated in the Parent Club of Excellence Pro-
gram, the purpose of which is to provide each participating club with 
a “thumbnail sketch” of club activities and its efficiency in promoting 
their breed.  Of a possible score of 130 points, the range of points has 
been between 37 and 126 points with a median score of 96 and a 
mean score of 94.  (Results of our own evaluation are currently being 
analyzed for the board’s consideration.)

There are currently 36 parent clubs which are licensed rather than 
member clubs, and a concerted attempt is being made to encourage 
them to become member clubs.  Of the 36 parent but not member 
clubs, 11 are in the herding group, with 5 each in the sporting, non-
sporting, working hound, and terrier groups.  An advantage to the par-
ent club in becoming a member club is that they then have complete 
control over their breed standards whereas licensed clubs do not.
In a parallel effort, parent clubs are being contacted to encourage 
them to update the flyers sent by AKC to newly registered dogs in 
each breed.  These flyers should direct further any further inquiry to 
the parent club web site, which should be the primary source of infor-
mation about the breed.  The sporting and hound groups are being 
contacted first due to the perception that their hunt test and field trial 
information is outdated.  Flyers also tend to be outdated in their infor-
mation about recommended immunizations and the developmental 
problems related to early spay and neuter.  21% of clubs contacted 
have responded after 4 outreach efforts.

Another effort will be made to realign the groups, despite the previ-
ous effort in this direction having failed.  During the past 5 years, there 
have been an additional 27-30 new breeds accepted by the AKC.

Delegates Meeting

The three delegates elected to the AKC Board of Directors Class of 
2020 were:  William J. Feeney, Cotati, CA, Sir Francis Drake Kennel 
Club; Patricia M. Cruz, Coram, NY, Heart of the Plains Kennel Club; and 
Karolynne McAteer, Pinehurst, NC, Irish Setter Club of America.
The report of the Board Chairman, Ronald H. Menaker, consisted 
primarily of praise for the ATT/Direct TV documentary production on 
the 2015 AKC Eukanuba Show, the largest AKC event in 20 years and 
including exhibitors from 50 U.S. states and 27 countries.  This was de-
scribed as a very positive depiction of dog shows, and there is a link to 
the documentary on the AKC web site.  The 2015 AKC Eukanuba Show 
had 4825 conformation entries, up 525 from 2014.  On the Friday spe-
cialty day there were 31 specialties plus two Group shows.

President Dennis B. Sprung highlighted the achievements of the 
AKC during 2015, chief of which were operating revenues of $62.2 
million, a 3.8% increase over 2014.  Total assets of $142 million are the 
highest ever as is the $8.8 million operating profit achieved in 2015.  
2015 was the first year since 1996 wherein both the total registered 
dogs and the total registered litters exceeded the prior year’s totals.  
AKC registered 494,427 dogs, 3% more than in 2014.  Registered AKC 
litters totaled 211,178, exceeding last year’s litter number by 1%.  On 
12/29/2015 the AKC web site achieved a record of 227,084 unique 
visitors on one day.  826 breeders have enrolled in the Bred with Heart 
program and the number of Breeders of Merit increased by 7% to 
12,241.  Breeders of merit produced 6286 full litter registrations.  46 
employees at the North Carolina operations center are now work-
ing remotely from home, permitting a $1.7 million in savings from 
previously leased office space and accompanied by an increase in 
productivity.  As the result of a real estate study, operational activities 
will remain in Raleigh whereas headquarters will remain in New York 
City.   Events in 2015 totaled 3,115,888, exceeding 3 million for the 9th 
time in 10 years and the 6th in a row.  There was an aggregate drop 
of 77,000 entries (2.5%), primarily in All-Breed and in Agility.  Over the 
past 10 years, conformation entries have dropped 21% and perfor-
mance events 2.5% but companion events are up 43%.

Board Member Carl C. Ashby, III, announced the 2016 PAC challenge, 
asking: “Are you a taker and not a giver?”  Whereas HSUS invested $66 
million in 2015 in advocacy and public relations issues, the highest 
total of contributions to the AKC PAC was $45,418 in 2012 with only 
$20,039 given in 2015.  The goal this year is for $100,000 in recurring 
gifts, by which every club member is asked to contribute $25 monthly 
and every delegate has also been asked to contribute regularly.   The 
influence of PAC contributions seems to be out of proportion to their 
amount because even small contributions to candidates allow some 
valuable access to those candidates and their staffs.  PAC contribution 
forms are available on the AKC web site.

Since delegate committee meetings are held simultaneously, the commit-
tee meeting which I generally attend are the Canine Health Committee, of 
which I am now a member, and the Parent Club Committee.   (By “parent 
clubs” the AKC means breed clubs, such as the ATCA.)

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business conduct-
ed by the various delegate committees or by the official Delegate Meeting.  
Summaries of the minutes for all meetings are posted on the AKC website.  
If you need the full official minutes for a particular delegate committee 
meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegates Meeting, I can access these 
and forward them to you.
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etter from the EditorL
I was writing my piece on the ‘Members’ section and it brought me 
down Memory Lane of when I first got into the breed. One part I did not 
mention I wanted to share with you.

It is about respecting other breeders. We are all very competitive and 
we are terrier people to boot, but there is an issue that rears its ugly 
head up time and time again when people are inquiring about buying 
a dog from reputable breeders.

You can read about my experience when I first decided to get an Aus-
tralian Terrier on the ‘Member Page’ but I also wanted to expand on 
that now that I am a breeder as well. 

Some time ago I had a very nice lady call about getting a puppy from 
me. We talked on the phone a bit and she told me she had called one 
breeder who had nothing nice to say about me. When she went on my 
website however, she saw all the winning my dogs were doing at the 
time and figured jealousy was the reason I was being ‘talked about’. 
She did end up getting a dog from me, but when she told me the story 
I was actually surprised! Why?! Not because I was immune to being 
talked about, seems to happen quite often and most times the first 
I hear about it is from others (because heaven forbid someone talk 
to you directly, behind the back is much more effective), but because 
what was being said was sooooo untrue! I was like, is that the best you 
can do?! Make things up?!

With the advent of the internet and now social media, stories are 
rampant about others and it is a sad state of affairs that people have 
too much time on their hands. What is even sadder is that the outright 
lies and half-truths are believed by many without anything to support 
the accusations. I have had this happen to myself, to friends and col-
leagues, and many other people I know as well. 

I would be naive if I said we all need to get along (when pigs fly! Wait, is 
there not a commercial about that?!) but do those breeders think that 
if you smear someone it will ward them off to the other breeder or will 
it push them in that direction?

 

Is what you say to others going to have 
the adverse effect from what you desired? 

Food for thought for those of you that get that email and/or phone 
call from someone looking for a puppy. BE NICE! It is easy to do and 
more rewarding if you are nice about other respectable breeders. You 
may not like that breeder personally, but if they are good, respectable 
breeders, don’t make something up and say differently! On another 
note, if you do not really know that breeder and you are only relaying 
second hand news, you are also part of the problem! 

Be proactive and be part of the solution!

We are all in this breed for the same goal, to ensure the success of the 
breed for generations to come. 

We may not be friends, we may not like one another, but the respect we 
have towards each other as ‘Breeders’ needs to be preserved. 

Putting personal feelings at the forefront instead of the breed itself will 
be the detriment to us all in the long run!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor
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Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

The AusTTrust invests in the Future by funding ATCA National 
Specialty Education Day Speakers and for Health Research

The AusTTrust has funded the ATCA National Specialty Education Day 
speakers:
 
2014- The speaker at the ATCA Specialty held in Palm Springs, CA was 
Thomas K Graves, DVM, PhD, DACVIM. Professor of Internal Medicine 
and Director, Chicago Center for Veterinary Medicine.
 
Dr Graves is an expert in canine endocrinology. He gave an extensive 
presentation to our membership on diabetes and thyroid.  A pdf of 
this presentation is available in the “Health” area of the ATCA website.
 
2015- The speaker at the ATCA Specialty held in Chattanooga, TN 
was Dr. Carmen Battaglia. Dr. Battaglia is a Director of the AKC and 
has served as Chairman of such important committees such as: The 
National Genetics Committee.
 
Dr. Battaglia is well known for his program, “Breeding Better Dogs”. The 
presentation covered breeding principles, pedigree analysis, disease 
models and breeding formulas. His newsletter can be subscribed to 
for FREE at www.breedingbetterdogs.com.
 
2016 - Dr. Mona Rosenberg, head of the oncology residency program 
at Veterinary Cancer Group, has generously donated her time to give 
a presentation on Hemangiosarcoma at the ATCA National Specialty 
Education Day.

This presentation will launch a major ATCA Health fundraiser to sup-
port research on Hemangiosarcoma- A Novel Mechanism to Regulate 
the Growth of Canine Hemangiosarcoma – University of Minnesota.
 
Donate any amount small or large and the AusTTrust will match what 
you donate! Our GOAL is $5,000 to support the Hemangiosarcoma 
research project. 

The AusTTrust will match all donations 
up to a total support of $2,500!

 
The Future -  Building Funds for projects requested by our ATCA Mem-
bership that will benefit and protect our wonderful breed.  Members 
can submit ideas for projects to ATCA using the form available on the 
AusTTrust page of the ATCA website - www.australianterrier.org/aust-
trust.html

Comments from the ATCA Membership:
“Having a speaker is one of the most important pieces to attending a Na-
tional. Consider inviting Dr. Jean Dodds of  Hemopet.org or Dr. Greg Burns 
a specialist in reproduction at CO State University.”
Elaine Strid – WY

“I am a very new member to the dog world and conformation and have 
made a point to arrive early to the National and attend the speaker ses-
sion. In the future I’d be interested in hearing speakers on both conforma-
tion and health of the Australian Terrier.”
Barb Post - MI

Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”
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BISS GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon

Bacon started showing when he was 10 months old in 2013. The most memorable show 
when he first started was in Augusta GA when Ann Hearn gave him his first major. On the 
way to the podium to take the photo, she pointed to him and said “You know he is going 
to be a Special one day.” As his Breeder-Owner-Handler I told her yes, I knew that.  As a 
breeder, I knew he had the conformation, as an owner, I wondered if he would ever get seri-
ous about anything, he was a complete goofball!  Judges agreed he was special and he went 
to the National Specialty in 2014 and was Best Bred-By Dog under Anne Katona the day of 
the National and then the next day finished his Championship with a 5 point major under 
Chris Levy. He was also Best in Sweeps under Louise Leone in the ATCA supported entry 
that weekend!

At the end of 2014 Jacqueline Johnson decided to take on this goofy little dog as a new
Special. It was decided that in 2015 he would be ‘in-practice’, we were going to get  him 
ready to seriously Campaign in 2016. Little did anyone know that this young dog (he just 
turned 3 in January of 2016) would do so much more than what anyone expected at such a 
young age and with a happy-go-lucky attitude that is not going to change anytime soon!

Highlights:

•	 Best in National Specialty Show 2015 under Judge Linda More 

•	 Best of Breed - Montgomery County KC 2015 under Judge Connie Clark 

•	 Best of Breed  - AKC National Championship Show 2015 under Judge Desmond Murphy 

•	 Best of Breed - Westminster 2016 under Judge Ron Menaker

CH Millvalley Venturesome x GCH CH Temora Taint She Sweet ROM EX 
Bred by Julie M Seaton 

Owned by Julie M Seaton · Heather Kaufman · David Kaufman
Presented by Jacqueline Johnson

The No. ONE
AUSTRALIAN TERRIER 

2015 *

*AKC stats through 2015



My next Aussie of merit was Kizzi (CH Benayr No Hugs, Just Kizzi ROM 
EX) she was also from Susan, and she was one of two foundation 
bitch’s in my breeding program. I also imported Auro (Truozzy’s Finn-
ish Maiden) from Anne Moilanen in Finland. I now had 2 female tail 
lines as my foundation. 

From Kizzi I have the line stretching all 
the way down to my current co-owned 
Special - Bacon (BISS GCHS CH Temora Say 
It With Bacon).

From Aura’s female tail line I have the girls 
that go all the way down to Rory, (GCH 
CH Temora American Maid) who just took 
Best of Opposite to Bacon at Westminster. 

My career in dogs came to a screeching 
halt when I developed what is known as Hypoglycemic Unawareness. 
I have been a Diabetic since I was 14 years old and the disease was 
causing this condition where I could not tell when my blood sugars 
were low. Seizures were a daily part of my life due to Hypoglycemia. 
In 2005 a new procedure called an ‘Islet Cell Transplant’ was available 
on a trial basis, I qualified instantly, but we could not meet the cost to 
have the procedure done and insurance refused to pay as it was ‘ex-
perimental.’  With the help of others, a bank loan and TAKE THE LEAD 
we were able to obtain the funds and my life was mine again! I will be 
forever grateful to them and especially TAKE THE LEAD! There was no 
hesitation from them when I asked for help!

I have been in Australian Terriers now since 1995. I was part of the 
Australian Terrier Club of the Greater Chicago Area until is dissolved 
and was a member of the Sun Country Australian Terrier Club until 
it also dissolved. My membership to the ATCA started in 2000 and I 
have been an active member of this club since that time. I am also a 
member of the Waukesha Kennel Club and was Assistant Show Chair 
for the last several years of the summer show.  I was Show Chair for the 
2012 AT National Specialty and will do it again in 2017. (I really enjoy 
the task!)

My breeding program is small, but I always operated under the theory 
that you do not need a lot of dogs 
to make a breeding program, you 
just need the right dogs to make 
an impact. 

My goal in raising, showing and 
breeding Australian Terriers is to 
produce happy healthy dogs with 
correct size, color, temperament & 
conforms to the standard. 

I hope my next 20 years are as fun 
and productive as the last have 
been!

I started in dogs in 1978 when I was introduced to George and Kathy 
Vukich in Elroy WI. They bred shetland sheepdogs under the prefix 
“Anteup”. I worked for them briefly and went to training classes and 
to dog shows. They showed me the ropes and I fell in love with dog 
showing and all that it involved. 

However, I was very young and my life took another direction and 
after a time, I moved away from dogs and went instead on my career 
path. Many years and 5 kids later, I decided to go back to dogs and 
found the Australian Terrier. My husband at that time had 2 hunting 
dogs, I wanted a dog of my own. I found out that my youngest daugh-
ter was allergic to specific kinds of dog hair, so I went to the library to 
research different breeds. I saw a photo of the Australian Terrier and 
fell in love. Now mind you, I never read about the breed’s tempera-
ment, I just fell in love with the hair! It reminded me of the Shetland 
Sheepdog! Back then there 
was no ‘internet’, it was just 
Dog Fancy magazine with ads 
in the back listing breeders! 

There were 3 breeders listed. I 
called each one starting from 
the top of the list. The first 
breeder wanted to know who 
else was on the list, I gave her 
the second breeder’s name 
and she stopped me right 
there and proceeded to tell 
me bad things about that 
breeder. I wanted no part of 
that, so I called the second 
breeder. She wanted to know 
who else was on the list. I gave 
her the first breeders name 
and she stopped me right 
there and proceeded to tell me bad things about that breeder. I was 
like, thanks but no thanks (I mean really!) and called the third breeder. 
She told me all about the breed, never said an unkind word about any-
one else or even mentioned anyone else.  I decided to get a male from 
her and he arrived and I named him Abe (Benayr Devils Advocate). The 
breeder was Susan Bentley of the Benayr kennels and to this day, we 
are still very good friends and talk weekly.

My kids were getting older and one day I went to a local dog show. I 
fell in love all over again and called Susan and asked if I could show 
Abe. He was never really a show dog, but he did get all but his last 
major! 

I learned on him and from him and from people in the breed that I 
met at shows. Before I ventured into breeding, I spent 5 years learn-
ing about the breed. Everything that I could read and see and touch 
formed my breeding program in the years to come. I always tell 
people that want to jump into breeding to slow down! LEARN about 
the breed, don’t be in a rush; it is not going to help your goals.

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the owner of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our cover was reserved by Julie Seaton, a member of the ATCA since 2000 
Thank you for sharing with us!
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Health Scoop
                                       Canine Hemangiosarcoma- 
                                         The Road from Despair to Hope

In dogs, the common primary sites for hemagiosarcoma are the 
spleen, the right atrium of the heart, and the subcutis, which is 
the tissue beneath the skin.  The pattern of growth for these tumors 
involves infiltration into normal tissue surrounding the tumor (as well 
as distant spread metastasis).  The disease is indolent; in other words, 
it does not cause pain and rate of growth in the early stages is rela-
tively slow.  Dogs harboring even large hemangiosarcomas may show 
no clinical sign or evidence that they have a life threatening disease.  
Generally, the tumor cells retain some normal aspects of behavior, so 
they try to make blood vessels.  But these vessels are tortuous and 
malformed, and blood cells tend to pool in them and clot.  The clots 
then prevent blood and nutrients from reaching tumor cells, in turn 
causing them to die. This creates small ruptures in the tumor through 
which blood may escape into the abdomen, heart sac, chest, or sub-
cuaneous space.  

Depending on the amount of blood loss, affected dogs may show 
nonspecific signs such as lethargy and weakness, but these are 
transient and resolve as dogs reabsorb the blood components and 
make new blood cells.  The clinical signs are recurrent but they are also 
subtle enough to go unnoticed for some time.  Since hemangiosar-
coma tends to metastasize aggressively to lungs, liver, intestines, and 
mesentery (the mucous membrane connective tissue that supports 
the intestines), distant spread either microscopic or macroscopic has 
inevitably occurred once the disease is finally diagnosed.  The eventual 
outcome for patients with this disease often follows the rupture of a 
large or rapidly growing tumor which results in acute, severe hemor-
rhage, collapse, shock, and death.

Canine hemangiosarcoma  is among the most challenging and mys-
terious diseases encountered in veterinary practices.  It is an incurable 
tumor of cells that line the blood vessels, called “vascular endothelial 
cells”.  Hemangiosarcoma is relatively common in dogs; it is esti-
mated that this type of cancer a counts for 5-7% of all tumors in dogs. 
Considering the lifetime risk of cancer for dogs is between 1 in 2 and 
1 in 3, we can calculate that 1.5-2.5 million of the 72 million pet dogs 
in the United States will get hemangiosarcoma and succumb from 
it.  Although dogs of any age and breed are susceptible  to heman-
giosarcoma, it occurs more commonly in dogs beyond middle age ( 
older than 6 years), and in breeds such as Golden Retrievers, German 
Shepherd Dogs, Portuguese Water Dogs, Bernese Mountain Dogs, Flat 
Coated Retrievers, Boxers, and  Skye Terriers, among others.  According 
to the Golden Retriever Health Study published in 2000, the estimated 
lifetime risk of hemangiosarcoma in this breed is 1 in 5, illustrating the 
magnitude of this problem.

Unlike other cancers, hemangiosarcoma is almost an exclusive disease 
of dogs.  In people, a similar type of tumor (angiosarcoma) occurs only 
rarely in association with workplace exposure to vinyl chloride and 
PCB’s, such as found in rubber and tire plants.  An even smaller fraction 
of women who receive high dose radiation therapy for cancer (usually 
breast cancer) can develop angiosarcoma of the skin.  Yet angiosar-
comas account for much less than 1 % of all tumors seen in people.  
Certain mutations are known to predispose laboratory mice to heman-
giosarcoma, but whether these mutations contribute to the disease is 
dogs is not known.  Benign tumors of vascular endothelial cells, called 
hemangiomas, arise in the skin of people and dogs that have extend-
ed exposure to sunlight.  These tumors are distinct from hemangiosar-
comas and angiosarcomas and they are not life threatening.
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Tumor in Dogs Spleen

What a subcutis tumor may look like



Treatment for Canine Hemangiosarcoma

Regrettably, the standard-of-care for this disease has not seen signifi-
cant advancement over the past 20 or 30 years.  There is presently no 
readily available effective test for early diagnosis.  Careful analysis of 
blood samples by experienced pathologists may hint at the pres-
ence of chronic hemorrhage and blood vessel abnormalities that are 
suggestive of hemangiosarcoma.  However, this method is neither 
sensitive nor specific to confirm the diagnosis.  Non-invasive imag-
ing methods are useful aid to diagnose the disease.  In particular, 
ultrasound is moderately specific, but it is not sensitive, and the tumor 
must be large enough to be grossly visible.  In addition, biopsies are 
required for confirmation of imaging results.  Repeated biopsies of tis-
sues where tumors may arise (without other evidence of the presence 
of a tumor) are of little use to provide early diagnosis and considering 
the fact that there is some risk to these procedures, such a practice is 
practically and ethically unacceptable.

The options for therapy of canine hemangiosarcoma are limited, 
largely because the disease is not diagnosed until the late stages.  
The standard consists of surgery to shrink or remove the primary 
tumor, when possible, followed by intensive chemotherapy.  In some 
cases surgery is not feasible, or it can be impractical or inappropri-
ate (for example, there is evidence of extensive metastatic spread to 
sites beyond the primary tumor).  Median survival for dogs treated 
with surgery alone is approximately 90 days, and that is extended to 
approximately 180 days by the addition of chemotherapy using one 
of several protocols available. Because the goal of chemotherapy in 
pet dogs is to extend life with good quality, toxicity is generally not a 
major issue of concern, and when it occurs it is most often managed 
without much difficulty.

Jaime F. Modiano VMD, PhD        Michelle  G.  Rott, DVM,DACVIM,        
Mathew Breen PhD, CBiol, MIBiol, and Tessa Breen, BSc, Dip GD, CMM

Reprinted by Permission 2016
Jaime F. Modiano  VMD, PhD
Perlman Professor of Oncology and Comparative Medicine
Director, Animal Cancer Care and Research Program
College of Veterinary Medicine and Masonic Cancer Center, University of 
Minnesota

Hope on the Horizon

AKC Canine Heath Foundation Announces $432,000 Grant to Fight 
Cancer in Dogs

The AKC Canine Health Foundation  (CHF), a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preventing, treating, and curing diseases in all dogs, is 
pleased to announce the funding of an exciting grant (http://www.
akcchf.org/research/research-portfolio/2234.html) which aims to bet-
ter understand and prevent hemanagiosarcoma, an aggressive form of 
cancer in dogs.  Three groups whose dogs have been affected by this 
cruel disease—the American Boxer Charitable Foundation, the Golden 
Retriever Foundation, and the Portuguese Water Dog Foundation—
are taking a unique, collaborative stand against cancer by pledging 
$432,000 to support this research effort.

Dr. Jaime Modiano, VMD, PhD, professor in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and the Masonic Cancer Center, University of Minnesota 
will be leading a team of researchers on this project entitled “A Novel 
Approach for Prevention of Canine Hemagiosarcoma,” which aims to 
pair two novel technologies consisting of a patented test to detect 
hemangiosarcoma cells in blood samples, and a treatment that attacks 
the cells that establish and maintain the disease.

According to Dr. Modiano, “ Hemangiogsarcoma is the cause of death 
for an estimated one out of every five Golden Retrievers in the United 
States.  Portuguese Water Dogs and Boxers also have an especially 
high risk for this disease which is devastating for all dogs.”  Dr. Mo-
diano continues, “Hemangiosarcoma is incurable partly because the 
cancer is detected at a very advanced stage when it is resistant to 
conventional therapies.  Thus, an unconventional approach to improve 
outcomes for hemangiosarcoma patients will involve effective meth-
ods for early detection and for disease prevention.

AKC-CHF supports the finding of this effort and will oversee admin-
istration of funds and scientific progress. “This novel approach to a 
particularly aggressive form of cancer in dogs has the potential to  
eventually change the landscape and improve outcomes for all dogs 
diagnosed with this terrible disease”, said Dr. Diane Brown CHF chief 
scientific officer.

AKC News and Events 01/06/2016
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What Dogs Are Teaching Us 
About Cancer

Oct. 29, 2015 -- When Marisa Rockwell took her dog Valo to the vet-
erinarian for trouble peeing, she suspected some sort of urinary tract 
infection.

The diagnosis was much worse: bladder cancer, two different types. 
The pit bull mix was given 9 months to live -- a devastating prognosis 
for Rockwell, his owner for a decade. So when she heard about an 
experimental study on canine cancer at a nearby clinic, she signed up.

“I said, ‘If there’s no cure for either of these cancers already, we might 
as well try something that’s not been tried before,’” says Rockwell, of 
Guilford, CT. Valo received two shots and follow-up testing, but that 
was it. He continued to live at home.

More importantly, Valo continued to live. Ten months after the diagno-
sis, Rockwell says he is showing no signs of illness.

This clinical trial is one of many going on around the country on can-
cer in dogs, aimed not just at curing man’s best friend, but at finding 
answers in medical science’s war on human cancer. Humans and dogs 
have similarities in how both develop cancer. They also share other 
physical traits and the same living space.

Canine research isn’t confined to cancer, with studies around the U.S. 
focusing on everything from spinal cord injuries to aging to whether 
having a pet dog makes us healthier. But unlocking the mysteries of 
cancer, from testing new drugs to trying to understand why benign 
lumps turn into malignant tumors, may pose the greatest potential 
benefits for man and man’s best friend, experts say.

The American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation has funded 
some 30 such trials in the past 15 years. Meanwhile, veterinarian 
researchers at 20 universities around the nation have formed the 
Comparative Oncology Trials Consortium to share information and 
cooperate in clinical trials on cancer in dogs, with the goal of better 
understanding and treating cancer in people.

“There are a handful of products that have been added to the market 
that were initially tested in pet dogs with cancer. There are many more 
in the pipeline,” says Arlene Weintraub, author of the new book Heal, 
about comparative oncology between dogs and humans. “Over the 
last year or so there have been many developments in this area, in all 
sorts of cancer research.”

For Valo’s owner, it’s about not only prolonging his life, but maybe 
playing a part in the greater battle against cancer.

“In a way, he is making his little mark on history,” Rockwell says.

Fighting Cancer

All 20 dogs enrolled in the cancer study are still alive, says Gerald Post, 
DVM, oncologist at The Veterinary Cancer Center in Norwalk, CT.

While it’s too soon to say what role the clinical trial played in their 
survival, researchers are optimistic. The study is based on a vaccine 
developed at the Yale School of Medicine. First tested in mice, the vac-
cine’s purpose is to encourage the animals to make disease-fighting 
antibodies to attack a tumor.

Post says the study is a new take on monoclonal antibody drugs that 
have been used in humans. In these drugs, the medication itself pro-
vides antibodies to fight tumors.

“Instead of making the antibodies externally, we have hopefully fig-
ured out a way to make the body make them itself,” Post says.

If the study shows most dogs have developed the antibodies, re-
searchers will do a second that looks at dosing and a third focusing on 
the long-term effects on tumors.

We’re really excited about it, because it could truly revolutionize how 
cancer is treated in dogs and people,” Post says.

It’s one of many projects that are part of the One Health Initiative, 
a global movement to look at all aspects of human, animal, and 
environmental health in a comprehensive manner. Canine research 
has allowed researchers to identify genes linked to different types of 
lymphoma in dogs that are also linked with lymphoma in humans. 
Researchers at Mississippi State University see promise in studying 
blood platelets in dogs with cancer to better understand how cancer 
spreads and how to stop it.

Dog research has already led to some drugs and therapies showing 
promise in human health. Weintraub cites Sutent, which is prescribed 
to battle advanced kidney and other cancers, as one such drug. Re-
searchers have also begun human trials on PAC-1, which causes can-
cer cells to self-destruct, after successful results from canine studies. 
Some of this research is funded by the American Kennel Club Canine 
Health Foundation. Diane Brown, DVM, PhD, chief scientific officer for 
the foundation, is quick to differentiate this work from animal testing.

“Sometimes people think, ‘Oh, this is about owners who are dropping 
their dogs off for research purposes,’ and that’s not the case at all. 
These are dogs that belong to people that continue to be cared for 
and live in their homes,” Brown says.

“You’ll have these veterinary specialists who are running trials that 
have access to all the latest tests and MRIs and equipment, so the 
dogs are still treated for their medical condition. They just happen to 
be having samples taken or having drug therapy that is still experi-
mental.”

Such treatments could cost pet owners thousands of dollars, she says, 
while these clinical trials are offered at reduced cost or sometimes for 
free.

And the potential benefits go far beyond cancer research.
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Treating Spinal Injuries

At first glance, a dog’s spine seems to have little in common with a 
human’s.

But Jonathan Levine, DVM, says spinal injuries in dogs can be very 
similar. An associate professor at the Texas A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, Levine has been working for years on 
a treatment in dogs that could be used in humans.

He is compiling the results from a study of 90 injured dogs that 
received the treatment shortly after injury. It’s designed to block 
enzymes released after an injury that can cause more permanent 
damage and stunt the healing process.

The hope is that, combined with surgery, rehabilitation, and other 
treatments, the drug will show enough promise to eventually be used 
in human trials.

“I think the reality is it’s hard to find treatments for human spinal cord 
injuries. There are so many examples of failed trials and the hope for 
those of us working with dogs that are injured is we can speed discov-
ery, that we can help the dogs, and we can help people. And we really 
believe in the potential of these dogs to do that,” Levine says.

Do Dogs Make Us Healthier?

At the University of Arizona, scientists are looking to the bacteria 
in our guts to try to prove the adage that having a dog makes us 
healthier. Could the relationship between man and man’s best friend 
be more than a social one?

“Dogs have evolved with humans over thousands of years, from the 
point in which we were trying to domesticate them,” says research 
specialist Kimberly Kelly.

“We really wanted to see if there’s something deeper that’s going on 
and if that mechanism might actually be bacterial because of that 
evolution, the sort of ‘old friends’ idea,” Kelly says.

Researchers paired shelter dogs with people who didn’t own one and 
collected fecal, saliva, and skin samples from both. They wanted to see 
if the dog’s presence changed the bacteria in the gut and eased diges-
tion. They are also studying whether the bacteria dogs have could 
affect humans’ allergies and their immune systems. Kelly expects to 
have preliminary results by early in 2016.

“Anecdotally, people would tell me their digestion was better. Who 
knows, that could be stress. The dog is bringing the stress down,” Kelly 
says. They plan a larger study if results bear out.

Sandie Kirchner and her husband hadn’t had a dog in 20 years. But 
when the retired couple heard about the study, they volunteered.

Kirchner, of Tucson, AZ, doesn’t know what biological effects came 
from having April, the 3-year-old Chihuahua mix, in the home. But 
their new best friend has made life better.

“I don’t know if it actually changed the probiotics in my body -- 
probably it did. I know my husband’s blood pressure dropped, so 
his cardiologist changed his medication,” she says. “Having a dog in 
the house just makes us smile, so that makes us happier. I walk her a 
couple times a day, so I’ve met all kinds of new neighbors, so I guess 
that’s improved my mental health.”

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
www.akcchf.org 
webmd.org
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Summer Heat Can Be Murder
On Your Dog’s Paws

Pavement, asphalt, wood, metal, sand and car or truck surfaces can become very hot during the summer months. 
These materials absorb heat from the sun and can stay hot for hours even after the sun has gone down. 

Temperatures on these surfaces can exceed 145° F!

Tips to Protect Your Pet’s Paws in the Dog Days of Summer

•	 Check the pavement for heat before taking your dog on a walk. Place your hand or a bare foot on the surface for 10  
seconds. If it is too hot for you to keep your hand or foot on it, then it is too hot for your pet. 

•	 Stay on grassy surfaces and avoid bare ground when outside in the summer heat. 

•	 Avoid the hottest parts of the day. Walk early in the morning or late in the evening after the pavement has cooled down. 

•	 Invest in a pair of booties to help keep the heat from burning your dog’s paws.

Keep in mind that your dog’s paws may be more susceptible to hot materials after swimming. If you see any signs in your 
dog such as limping, not wanting to walk, a red or pink color change in the paw pads, licking or chewing at the feet, missing 
pieces of the pads or blisters, take your dog to see your veterinarian immediately.
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Can Dog People Become 
Too Intense???

A licensed handler was talking recently about a client that has been 
very successful in breeding consistently good dogs... “and the best 
part about her.”  he said, “is that she still has a husband, her kids are 
well fed, and her house is clean.” A strange thing to comment on...
perhaps. Or is It?

There are a number of dog people who fall so completely off the deep 
end that they are “doggy” to the exclusion of all else. They carry their 
dogs and their dog problems all the way and usually manage to run 
them into the ground.

Some of the most successful and happiest breeders and exhibitors in 
this country are well-rounded people. They have an interest in a great 
many things and the sport of dogs has managed to take its proper 
place in their lives. As a result, they are much healthier dog people.

An exhibitor whose all consuming interest is dogs and whose friends 
100% dog persons, naturally become involved in all of the unpleasant 
gossip and intrigue that goes with any competitive sport. Because 
they have no other interest, the failure to win at a show is a life and 
death situation, and defeat is enlarged out of all proportion. They 
therefore, have to find an out for defeat and either the judge is 
crooked or the show is fixed or all the other dogs were dyed - to make 
this defeat justifiable. If these persons had not put all of their eggs 
in once basket - and had won a tennis match the day before or had 
watched their son toss his little league game, or just watched their 
prize azaleas bloom into the best on the block, or the time spent in 
volunteer work at the hospital was rewarding - perhaps they would 
return dog shows to their proper place as a sport and know that the 
bitch that beat them was a shade better in the head!

It is even more important for the breeder to have a change of scenery 
and a change of thought. Persons that spend 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week in the midst of their dogs, are more susceptible to 
the dreaded disease “kennel blindness” than is the person whose in-
terests are varied. Because the latter persons dogs share the lime-light 
with their geraniums, their children, their tennis, or their volunteer 
programs, it is easier for them to look at a puppy objectively and real-
ize that while he is a beautiful charmer, he is not a world beater.

Least important, but certainly a consideration, is the fact hat people 
that put the sport of dogs into its proper place are better ambassadors 
than those that are too doggy. They are able to talk sensibly about 
something other than dogs and do have an interest in the local PTA 
or Opera Society. Their dog-talk is saved for the off evening when 
they are with dog people and therefore, cannot afford gossipy chatter 
but, instead devote this time to serious and educational conversation 
about dogs. It makes for a pleasant interlude.

Look around you...and notice that a high percentage of the truly 
charming and respected and successful dog person are those that 
raise and show dogs as a part of a full and useful life rather than to the 
exclusion of all else. 
 
Orphan Works 2016

Going on a trip or out to eat is even more fun if you can take your dog 
along. These days, more hotels and restaurants are dog friendly than 
ever before. Here are seven hotel and restaurant chains that cater to 
dog owners by welcoming well-behaved canines.

Marriott. It’s great when an upscale hotel chain like the Marriott 
boasts about its pet-friendly amenities. Many Marriotts welcome dogs, 
although some weight restrictions apply. Your dog will be expected 
to behave himself in the room, which means no barking, and staying 
in a dog crate when left alone in the room. Most pet-friendly Marriott-
owned hotels belong to the Residence Inn chain, and can be found in 
every state, plus Washington, D.C.

Choice Hotels. The Choice Hotels chain consists of 11 pet friendly 
hotels brands, including Comfort Inn, Quality Inn, Clarion, Ascend, 
Mainstay, Rodeway Inn, Sleep Inn and Econo Lodge. While not all indi-
vidual hotels accept pets (the Boston Comfort Inn has a no-pet policy, 
for example), many of the hotels in smaller markets do allow dogs.

Motel 6. When it comes to hotels that welcome dogs, you can count 
on Motel 6 to accept your pet without question. Motel 6 does not have 
weight requirements on canine guests, and pet stay for free. Dogs are 
a common sight at Motel 6’s around the country, especially at facilities 
located close to interstate highways. Motel 6’s are a favorite of dog-
owning travelers because they are both plentiful, conveniently located 
and affordable.

Starbucks. Everyone’s favorite coffee hangout is also a great place to 
take your dog. If you want to sit and relax with your pooch, Starbucks 
patios are a great choice. You can check your email or surf the ‘Net 
with free wifi. The Starbucks staff will be happy to give you a cup of 
water for your dog, along with an off-the-menu treat: the Puppucino. 
Ask for it and your dog will get a small cup full of yummy whipped 
cream. (This works for the drive-thru, too.)

Dairy Queen. This national ice-cream chain is well known for its great 
soft-serve. No need for your dog to go without when you stop by 
or drive through to indulge your sweet tooth. Tell the staff you have 
a dog with you and you’ll get a small helping of vanilla ice cream 
topped with a dog treat to offer your pup.

In-and-Out. This famous hamburger chain is only in California, Texas, 
Utah, Arizona, Oregon and Nevada, but it’s known all over the country. 
When you order your burger “animal style,” you can also ask for a Pup 
Patty--a plain hamburger patty without any trimmings.

Johnny Rockets. Patio dining at this sit-down hamburger chain allows 
dogs and offers them their own meal: a plain hamburger patty, cut up 
in dog-sized pieces. Your waiter or waitress will also bring your dog a 
bowl of water.

Make sure your dog is well behaved around people and other dogs 
before you take advantage of these pet-friendly establishments. Dogs 
that are good guests make great ambassadors for their species, en-
couraging other businesses to open their doors to canine customers.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
www.petsafe.net

by James Edward Clark  - Terrier Spotlite, November 1991

Gone To The Dogs
By Audrey Pavia
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           
This issue we will focus on: 
                                            NECK - TOPLINE - BODY
Neck -  Neck is long, slightly arched and strong, blending smoothly into well laid back shoulders

Correct
Shoulder well laid back, 

of equal length to upper arm

InCorrect
Straight (steep) shoulder 

too short neck

InCorrect
High Over Rear

Correct

InCorrect
Roached

InCorrect
Sway-Backed

Topline - Level and firm
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Correct Incorrect
Too Long In Loin

Incorrect
Cobby

Body -  The body is of sturdy structure with ribs well-sprung but not rounded, forming a chest reaching slightly 
below the elbows with a distinct keel. The loin is strong and fairly short with slight tuck-up. Faults: Cobbiness, 
too long in loin.

The forechest extends well forward of the front legs. The keel of the chest expends below the elbows.

Definitions:
NECK: Long, slightly arched, shapely and strong, it blends into 
shoulders that are long and well laid back. The proper length and 
arch of neck and the way the neck blends into the body are essen-
tial factors to correct Aussie balance.

SHOULDERS: Long, well laid back, set on high, clean and free from 
muscle build-up. Loaded, short, or straight shoulders are incorrect. 
In the Australian Terrier the upper arm should equal the length of 
the shoulder blade. the elbows should like flat against the side of 
the rib cage or chest and turn neither in nor out.

Glossary:
CHEST: The section of the body or trunk between the neck in front and the abdomen behind, that part enclosed by the ribs
COBBY: Short-bodied, short in overall proportions (height to length) 
FORECHEST: Section of chest in front of the forelegs 
KEEL: Rounded outline of the lower chest, between prosternum (frontmost portion of the breastbone that projects beyond the 
point of the shoulder when seen in profile) and the rearmost end of the breastbone, resembling the keel of a boat.
LAYBACK: The angle of the shoulder blade as compared with the vertical 
LOADED SHOULDERS: Shoulder blades shoved out from the body by over-development of the muscles: excessive development 
of the muscles on the outside surface of the shoulder blades. 
LOIN: Part of the body on either side of the vertebral column between the last ribs and the hindquarters 
ROACHED BACK: A convex curvature of the back toward the loins 
SPRING OF RIBS: The shape or arch of the ribs after they leave the vertebrae 
STRAIGHT SHOULDERS: The shoulder blades rather straight up and down, as opposed to sloping or well laid back. Also referred 
to as steep or upright shoulders. 
TOPLINE: The line of the back between withers and front of tail 
TUCK-UP: The shallower body depth at the loin 
UPPER ARM: The bone of the foreleg (humerus) between shoulder blade and forearm 
WELL LAID BACK: Describes shoulder placement: from the point of the shoulder where the blade meets the upper arm it angles 
away from the vertical toward the rear of the dog. Shoulders that are well angulated are said to be well laid back
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More Breed Firsts 
for Australian Terriers in 2015

Our breed continues to break new ground with their success in 
achieving new recognition in AKC events. The year 2015 brought us 
four new breed firsts.

Wismiss August Moon Rose (Fiona) BN RA THDD CGC loved, trained, 
and owned by Eileen Wittfelt is the first Aussie to achieve the Distin-
guished Therapy Dog title (THDD).  Therapy dogs are dogs who go 
with their owners to volunteer 
in settings such as schools, 
hospitals, and nursing homes.  
From working with a child 
who is learning to read to 
visiting a senior in assisted 
living, therapy dogs and their 
owners work together as a 
team to improve the lives of 
other people.  AKC Therapy 
Dog titles can be earned by 
dogs who have been certified 
by AKC recognized therapy 
dog organizations and have 
performed the required num-
ber of visits.

Eileen and Fiona completed 
their AKC Therapy Dog Novice (THDN) title which requires 10 visits, 
then the AKC Therapy Dog (THD) which requires 50 visits, then the 
Therapy Dog Advanced (THDA) which requires 100 visits, and then 
went on to complete the Therapy Dog Excellent (THDX) requirements 
for which they must have completed 200 visits, and finally the pin-
nacle of Therapy Dog skills, the AKC Therapy Dog Distinguished title 
(THDD), which requires completion of 400 visits.

Fiona visited the FEMA offices after the northern Colorado flood of 
Sept. 2013.  She was a reading dog in a local school program for 18 
months in addition to being in a program at the local library. She 
currently visits the hospital, four assisted living facilities and another 
library.  She is also involved with hospice volunteer visits.

In 2009 the AKC announced a new earthdog title for those who 
choose to pursue a goal after their dog has achieved the Master 

Earthdog (ME) title. The Endurance 
Earthdog (EE) title is earned when 
a dog with a Master Earthdog title 
on five occasions passes both the 
Senior and Master classes at the 
same event (one event number).  
Once five double Q’s have been 
awarded and after applying to 
AKC, a title certificate will be 
issued to the owner and the dog 
shall be identified as an Endur-
ance Earthdog by the suffix EE.  A 
dog that achieves additional sets 
of five Double Qualifications may 
earn additional EE titles followed 
by a number, (for example EE6).

GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy CD RN MX MXJ EE6  (Reggie), 
competition partner  of Heather  Rife,   is our breed’s only Endurance 
Earthdog, having double qualified 30 times at 30 different earthdog 
trials.  And earthdog trials are not held year around or found  in all 
locations.  This is a wonderful recognition for our breed, which is a 
go to ground terrier, and it brings recognition to Aussies wherever 
Heather and Reggie compete.  

Dock Diving is a new venue that AKC recognizes.  Dock Diving events 
are sponsored by North American Diving Dogs and the events are 
open to all purebred and mixed breed dogs.  There are Divisions so 
that any dog of any size and 
age may compete.  A division 
title is earned by acquiring 
five qualifying jumps within a 
division.  Angie Bly’s dog GCH 
CH Araluen’s Catch A Sunbeam 
RATN DJ is the first Aussie to 
achieve a Dock Novice ( DN) 
and a Dock Jr ( DJ) title.

Barnhunt is also now an AKC 
recognized event with ascend-
ing levels of difficulty and 
greater hunt skills required to 
achieve each title. Heather Rife 
and GCH CH Merrigang’s Wild 
N Crazy Guy CD RN MX MXJ 
EE6 RATS and Angie Bly’s CH Ta-
tong’s Kaptajn Kaos RATS each acquired the Rat Senior (RATS) title in 
2015.  At this level there are 8 tubes hidden on the course.  Four with 
live rats, three with rat litter but no rats, and one empty tube.  Bales 
are stacked as high as four tall, and at least two of the rat tubes or 
all four may be hidden in elevated bales requiring the dogs to climb 
while hunting.  The dog has 3 minutes and 30 seconds to accurately 
find and mark the four tubes containing live rats without being mis-
led by the scent of the litter tubes. Hunting is a natural instinct for our 
breed and congratulations are due to all who qualify in Barnhunt as 

this presents our dogs 
in a natural staged en-
vironment doing what 
they were originally 
bred to do.

With 2016 just starting, 
more of our members 
may want to follow in 
the footsteps of our 
2015 “first” dogs.





There is now a wider diversity of varieties amongst new pets to 
choose from and take home. As the majority of people keep dogs 
with the intention of having a new social companion at home—not 
everyone lives, for instance, on a farm and needs the help of a herd-
ing dog—our expectations towards dogs have changed. We often 
want them to be funny and cute, fitting into our lifestyle and repre-
senting us to others. Dogs are definitely now more of a status symbol 
than an asset for everyday duties.

What could be a better choice than a dog with a funny name and a 
cute appearance? It is refreshing to have additional varieties of these 
so-called designer breeds which are produced by crossing two differ-
ent purebred dogs!

Moreover, these dogs are bred with the intention of getting rid of all 
the negative qualities of their ancestor breeds. Based on the concept 
that if we mix up the two different breeds, no genetically inherited 
diseases are going to be passed on, the positive characteristics of the 
personality of the breeds remain, and most of all, they are going to be 
hypoallergenic, so those who have any allergy issues but love dogs 
can finally have one—or as many as they want!

That is how the general public has been educated and thinks. This is 
the PR behind designer breeds. It’s absolute nonsense!

In the past, when one had a Rottweiler bitch in heat and the German 
Shepherd from the neighborhood jumped over the fence for some 
instinctual romance, the pups to be born were called ‘mutts’. Now in 
this new, human-created and consumer society-tailored aspect we 
use different, more trendy words like Rottsheppy, or Germanweiler, 
or whatever you can make up. Be creative! Actually, you are a genetic 
designer in action... a regular Dr. Franenmutt!

As a bonus, here comes the most fascinating news of the whole 
concept: you can charge a fortune for that! Especially when you take 
some extra cute pictures of the brand new breed, justifying that this 
currently emerging race within dogdom is absolutely too cute not to 
have one of them at home. This is the way these dogs are presented 
to the general public. Yet, as dogs are not a product, but living beings, 
the situation itself is far more complex.

Raising the ALARM  
ON DESIGNER BREEDS

A new competitor for purebred dog breeders emerged some years ago. Heralding a new century, new achievements 

& new habits. Finally, the ‘evolution’ of new breeds has arrived for those who are bored with the normal ones.  Please 

welcome the Alusky, the Bull Boxer, the Rustalian Terrier, and probably the most admired one, the Labradoodle. 

The revolution of breeds has arrived! by Attila Màrton
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You could easily say that such irony is born of envy. Perhaps I am jeal-
ous of all those new entrepreneurs who mate two different breeds 
and sell the pups for several thousand dollars each. It is a piece of cake 
to jump on the tidal wave that says keeping designer breeds is a cool 
trend and those who have started to operate this way have already 
built up a ‘brand’ with a socially acceptable and positive reputation.

The initial idea and reason behind mixing two different purebred 
dogs, as defined on Wikipedia is, ‘to avoid certain undesirable recessive 
traits that lead to genetic diseases that plague many purebred animals. 
To develop an animal that combines what are viewed as the best traits of 
two or more breeds.’

The very first crossbred dog starting this new-hype was a Labradoodle 
back in the 1980s, ‘created’ by Wally Conron in Australia. His intention 
was to create a guide dog that did not shed its fur, for a blind woman 
whose husband was allergic to dogs. In the thorough article about 
designer breeds by Louise Eccles and Harry Mount, published in 2014 
in the Daily Mail, Mr. Conron, the founding father of this new trend, de-
clared that, ‘Instead of breeding out the problems, they’re breeding them 
in. For every perfect one, you’re going to find a lot of crazy ones. There 
are a lot of unhealthy and abandoned dogs out there. Not in my wildest 
dreams did I imagine all of this would happen.’

Despite his intention and regret, breeding dogs and inventing new 
creatures is still happening right here and now, and it seems that 
nothing can or will stop it.

The whole concept of creating new breeds this way focuses only on 
one main idea, and omits a very important thing, which is the ground 
zero of all the problems: genetics does not work this way. You do not 
need to be a scientist to know that it is pure nonsensical and wishful 
thinking to put two species together and expect only the positive 
aspects to pass through genetically and live on. However, people do 
believe this!

In his publication, Give a Dog a Bad Name, companion animal behav-
ior counselor, Jim Stephens, MSC CABC, states the following facts 
regarding the basics of the ideology of mixing breeds like hybrids to 
invigorate and enhance their genetic inheritance:

“So is the concept of hybrid vigor true? In strict scientific terms the dog 
mixes are not hybrids since they are all dogs and hybrids are the result of 
different species breeding (donkey and horse to produce a mule). But are 
the offspring of two differing pedigree breeds likely to be “stronger” than 
the individual parents? The short answer is no.

Genetic inheritance means that the offspring can inherit good or bad 
from either or both parents; a trait carried by a recessive gene common to 
both parents but not affecting them, will show in a proportion of their off-
spring. To be absolutely sure that this doubling up of faults does not occur, 
then it would be necessary to screen both for possible genetic problems. 
Most pedigree breeders are aware of inheritable faults and test breed-
ing stock to produce pups with the best chance of being healthy and to 
promote and improve the breed. However, the breeders of cross-pedigree 
dogs are unlikely to screen their breeding stock. As cross-bred dogs are not 
breeds, it is unlikely that Labradoodle breeders, for example, are trying to 
create a common recognizable type which are consistent in health, mor-
phology and behavior across generations and regions of the world.”

And there lies the truth. The concept of designer breed production is 
based on something that has never existed and never will. This foolish 
idea of ignoring scientific facts, combined with the ignorance that 
comes from self-delusion and self-deception, is likely to cause huge 
animal welfare problems as it leads to the creation of dogs with an 
absolutely unpredictable nature and physical make-up.

More and more reports emerge from vets, groomers, and trainers 
about the offspring of crossed purebred dogs with serious health 
issues, mental weaknesses, and behavior issues. It is more than obvi-
ous now, that for example, if you mate two Labradoodles, the pups 
will have no similarities nor a unique and determined characteristic 
featuring a definite breed. You can see the subsequent generations of 
Labradoodles (I mention that breed all the time as it is the most well-
known and a really popular one) where you cannot recognize any sort 
of similarities between two pups of two different litters.

But the essence of breeds should be exactly like this. If you have one 
pug and you mate it with another one, you know for sure that many 
major attributes—both physically and mentally—remain the same. 
That is why and how we identify it as a breed. A breed as a term itself 
is not only about a name—or as many still think, about the existence 
of the pedigree—but about the general appearance and the tem-
perament of each breed. You know exactly what the specifics are in 
a Bulldog, an Irish Wolfhound, and a Papillon. But you can forget this 
consistency with the mating and ‘developing’ of designer breeds.

Breeders are often under attack by claims that they breed dogs, claim-
ing they are unhealthy animals. However, no one has ever proved that 
purebred dogs are less healthy than mutts. Moreover, in the case of 
real breeds, which have been around for centuries and which possess 
the well-known and stable attributes of their particular breed, health 
issues can be controlled better. We know exactly which breed tends to 
have genetically inherited diseases, for instance. In this case, breed-
ers can check and consider at each mating how to reduce the risk of 
such illnesses in the forthcoming litters. These are based on scientific 
facts, and thanks to the development of DNA testing, disorders can be 
monitored better than ever as the scientific technology evolves.

That is not the case regarding crossbreeding and production of 
designer breeds. It is nothing more than a careless experiment to see 
what is going to happen. However, although the breeders of purebred 
dogs are the focus of attention from animal welfare groups and pro-
tection propaganda for supposedly producing unhealthy dogs, I have 
never yet seen any campaigns about this careless genetic experiment-
ing we currently call  ‘designer breeding’.

Miniature Australian Shepterriers 
The Miniature Australian Shepterrier is a cross between an 

Australian Terrier and a Miniature or Toy Australian Shepherd. 
The breed is recognized by the American Canine Hybrid Club. 

 
As one AT Breeder said, they can herd the sheep 

and then have them for dinner!
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To make the whole process even more serious, if you are about to 
produce litters by crossing a Great Dane and a Chihuahua, you can 
register your litters as well. There are organizations to accommodate 
you. It makes it look more professional to hand over an official pedi-
gree together with the pup. These people calling themselves breeders 
is also completely inappropriate. A breeder, excluding puppy farmers 
and those home breeders who mate the bitch at home with a buddy’s 
dog just so they can have a litter, is a professional person who takes 
responsibility. A breeder is aware of the general genetic terminology 
and has a good basic understanding of animal genetics, and a real 
breeder would never ever start to experiment like Dr. Moreau, creating 
something uncontrollable. Not to mention the fact that this sort of 
dilettante ‘breeding’ and playing with the genes of dogs can create 
absolutely unpredictable animals, there are other dangers in this 
procedure as well.

 The general public’s knowledge about these newly-emerged breeds 
is that they were developed by selecting certain breeds which carry 
specific attributes and health conditions, to mix all the goodness 
together. However, they believe something that is absolutely false. 
Buyers of designer breeds are under the illusion that their new pet is 
going to be healthier than any other breeds, more intelligent and with 
fewer complications. A supernatural breed if you will. A superhero of 
the pet world. But the truth is somewhat different. There is a real dan-
ger of creating lots of mongrels this way. Not just because they are 
really expensive and people want to follow the fashion of keeping 
these designer dogs, but they are unable to see the whole picture. 
After all, it’s up to people regarding how they spend their money.

 

Whoever invented the term ‘designer breeds’ was really smart. These 
dogs are mutts, plain and simple. However, never before has someone 
paid thousands for a mutt. Whoever created this new style of dog pro-
duction succeeded in building up a new brand around crossbred dogs 
with the promise of healthy and special dogs, with a really cute name 
and great appearance—perfect for showing off to the neighbors, 
while presenting something fresh and new after the boring, trivial and 
well-known breeds. It also makes the buyer seem like a hero by put-
ting health and temperament first. We know this is false.

The characteristics of a breed plays a significant part in animal welfare 
and protection, even though we often do not really think about it that 
way. When someone gets a pup, it is vital that the dog fits into its new 
home. When the environment does not suit the behavior and tem-
perament of the dog, this can cause serious problems and conflicts 
that can lead to the major animal welfare problem: stray dogs and 
crowded shelters.

What happens when someone realizes that the designer-bred dog, 
that cost them a fortune, will cost them the same amount again in 
treatments at the vet because of the serious illnesses it possesses? 
What happens when that unique and special cross-bred acclaimed as 
a superhero dog becomes a real pain in the neck due to its uncontrol-
lable behavior and aggressive attitude?

The answer is also here. The RSPCA (Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty To Animals) UK issued its national press release on Febru-
ary 2, 2016 about this matter, stating the following: ‘While the indi-
vidual numbers seem low, the figures do reveal a concerning trend: while 
numbers of traditionally common rescue dogs drop (such as Staffies, 
lurchers and Jack Russell terriers), the number of ‘designer’ breeds and 
crossbreeds are climbing. As the popularity of ‘designer’ crossbreeds - such 
as Labradoodles (Labrador cross poodle), Puggles (Pug cross beagle), and 
Cavachons (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel cross Bichon Frise) - booms, so 
do the numbers coming into our centres.’

That is what professionals who work with animals every day have been 
warning us about. These sort of crossbred dogs are suffering from 
serious skin allergies, other health issues, and unpredictable tempera-
ments. Due to this, these newly-produced so-called breeds are gaining 
a higher and higher presence in shelters.

All dogs are cute and deserve a good life. Even if it is a purebred dog, a 
crossbred dog or a crossbred dog of purebred parents and renamed a 
‘designer’ breed.

With this careless and deliberate genetic experimentation it is proven 
again that humanity likes to play God, but forgets and refuses to see or 
even consider the side-effects and real consequences of their actions.

The existence of, and moreover the positive promotion of this sort 
of dog production has been a problem. However, I cannot really see 
any organizations actively campaigning against this trend. This is a 
situation affecting the life of breeders, animal welfare organizations, 
vets, shelters and kennel clubs as well. Everyone is involved and public 
awareness should be raised about the topic, explaining that these new 
breeds are not really the ones the brand is about. The promotion of 
both buying and starting to breed these dogs should be stopped. It 
will not happen automatically, so it would just be good if those who 
come into contact with this issue on a daily basis could start to wake 
up and raise their voices really loud. I myself turned the alarm on.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
The Canine Chronicle 
www.caninechronicle.com

Wally Conron, Inventor of the Labradoodle
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How the Visual Abilities of Dogs 
Change With Age

and indirect lighting conditions). Only one set of measures was taken 
each day, and the measurements proved to be quite stable and reli-
able from day to day.

The surprising finding to come out of this study is that dogs, contrary 
to humans, become more nearsighted as they age. These changes are 
quite large. In order to illustrate this age trend I went back to the origi-
nal raw data and computed a composite score for the visual status 
of each dog. I next plotted each dog’s refractive error against its age. 
Finally I plotted the best fitting line to show the age trend. 

The units of measure are diopters, which is actually a measure of the 
curvature of a lens. A refractive error is represented by too little or too 
much curvature. If the refractive error is positive that means that the 
individual is farsighted while if the refractive error is negative it means 
that they are nearsighted. As you can see from the graph there is a 
steady change in the refractive error of dogs with age with an increas-
ingly negative trend indicating that the dogs are becoming steadily 
more nearsighted as they grow older. The oldest dogs in this study 
(10 and 14 years of age respectively) had a refractive error around -2.5 
diopters. I think that most of you will have some difficulty conceptual-
izing what this means so I have provided the figure below modified 
from the original report. What you see in the figure is a typical eye 
chart and then the degrees of blurring associated with each level of 
refractive error. If an individual is farsighted these blurring effects 
occur for near items, while if an individual is nearsighted (as are the 
dogs) these blurring effects occur for far items.

Since the older dogs have a refractive error in the vicinity of -2.5 diop-
ters, this means that they were viewing distant objects or distant hand 
signals with a degree of blur between the two and the three diopter 
images in the figure. I think that you will agree that this involves quite 
a bit of blur and easily could account for a dog not seeing or misinter-
preting a hand signal. So, several years after my well loved Dancer has 
passed on, I finally have the answer to why my aging dog began to 
become unreliable in his responses to hand signals as he grew older. 
He was simply becoming too nearsighted to see my signals when I 
was at a significant distance away from him.

In aging humans we compensate for the age changes in vision 
through the use of glasses. Unfortunately optically correcting glasses 
are not available for dogs, and if they were I doubt that any obedience 
competition judges would allow a dog into the ring wearing such 
prosthetics. However for those of you who are still working with dogs 
that are getting up in years, it is possible to compensate, at least a little 
bit, for the loss of visual acuity as our own dogs age and become more 
nearsighted. Using larger hand signals with a greater degree of move-
ment will make the signals somewhat more visible. And of course, in 
many instances it is possible to resort to voice commands rather than 
using hand signals.

* Data from: Hernandez J, Moore C, Si X, Richer S, Jackson J, Wang W (2016) 
Aging Dogs Manifest Myopia as Measured by Autorefractor. PLoS ONE 11 (2): 
e0148436. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0148436

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
Stanley Coren Ph.D., F.R.S.C. 
psychologytoday.com

My Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever, Dancer, always responded 
more reliably to hand signals than to voice commands. In fact, he was 
so attentive to my body movements that often my inadvertent small 
hand movements (which were not intended to communicate anything 
to my dog), were read by him as if they were commands, thus produc-
ing unintended and unexpected responses. However, when Dancer 
grew to be 9 or 10 years of age I began to notice that sometimes he 
would miss, or misread, a hand signal. This problem got worse in suc-
cessive years. At first I thought that it might be due to a waning of his 
intellectual abilities with age, or perhaps due to the fact that he had 
developed arthritis, and so might find it uncomfortable to move when 
I gave hand signals which required him to change position. I reevalu-
ated this conclusion when I discovered that he was not responding to 
hand signals when he was at a far distance from me, yet he would still 
respond with great precision when I was much closer to him.

This behavior puzzled me. One possibility that I considered to explain 
his actions was that he was becoming more nearsighted (technically 
myopic) with age. Nearsightedness means that objects which are close 
are seen clearly while objects which are more distant are blurry. How-
ever this did not make any sense in terms of what I knew about the 
effects that aging has on the human visual system. As humans grow 
older they become more farsighted (technically hyperopic or presby-
opic), meaning that distant objects are seen clearly while near objects 
are blurry. So I chalked up Dancer’s performance as just another 
mystery of canine behavior that I couldn’t explain. Fortunately science 
has a way of eventually filling in the holes associated with gaps in our 
knowledge about dogs.

A new report has just appeared in the journal PLoS ONE* which 
provides an answer. The research was done by a team of researchers 
headed by Jerome Hernandez of the Nestlé Purina Research Center, in 
Saint Joseph, Missouri. This investigation used a high tech instrument 
called an autorefractor to measure the optical status of dogs’ eyes in 
order to see which changes occur as dogs age. The study looked at 
nine Beagles ranging in age from 1 to 14 years. A total of 20 measure-
ments were taken for each dog (five for each eye under both direct 

by Stanley Coren Ph.D., F.R.S.C.
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 Why Do Dogs Need Food Toys?

Many dogs today were bred for specific jobs. Jack Russell Terriers were 
bred for fox hunting. Great Pyrenees were bred to guard livestock. 
Bernese Mountain Dogs were bred for pulling carts, driving livestock, 
and being watchdogs. Today many of our pet dogs no longer perform 
these duties. Many of them have a lot of time on their “paws,” stay-
ing at home while we’re away at work or school. Although this might 
seem like a very relaxing life, dogs are very smart and tend to get into 
trouble when not given enough mental stimulation and enrichment. 
After all, just because they have a cushy life doesn’t mean they don’t 
still have the drive to work as their ancestors did.

Depending on your dog’s breed, health condition, and other factors, 
physical exercise is important, but what about activities that challenge 
the brain? The canine version of a crossword puzzle can be just as or 
more important for some dogs than physical exercise. This is especially 
true for dogs with physical limitations, including dogs with medical 
problems limiting their mobility or dogs recovering from surgery who 
need down time to heal but who feel like running a marathon. It can 
be a lifesaver for pet owners who may not be able to commit to mul-
tiple hour long walks per day.

In addition to relieving boredom, enrichment can help relieve your 
dog’s stress as well as the stress that comes with being in a shelter or 
even at the doctor’s office.

Many dogs are motivated by food, and many enrichment toys keep 
your dog’s interest by dispensing food if he manipulates the toy in just 
the right way. Some dogs will even choose a food dispensing toy over 
food placed directly into their bowl! But where to start? There are so 
many food toys these days. It will take some trial and error to figure out 
which toy is best for your dog. Always start by supervising your dog to 
make sure the toy is safe for him.

Which Food Toy Is Best for Your Dog? 

•	 Is your dog a heavy chewer? Start with a less destructible toy. 
Consider a softer rubber such as the Amaze A Ball™ since it will 
compresses when your dog bites down rather than  
pieces breaking off. 

•	 Start with an easy toy such as a Kong® or Busy  
Buddy® Squirrel Dude™ toy so your dog can  
succeed. Toys come in varying difficulty levels.  
Some dogs will get frustrated and give up easily.  
Other dogs will work for hours to solve a difficult  
puzzle and come up with creative ways to do it. He  
may  just destroy the toy to get to the food out. 

•	 If your dog is more interested in chewing but needs a little  
motivation, consider a treat-holding toy like the Busy Buddy 
Bouncy Bone™ or Busy Buddy Funny Bone™ toy.

Swap out toys so that your dog doesn’t get bored with one toy. If you 
take out the toy only once a week, your dog will be more excited than 
if that toy is used daily. 

•	 Toys like the Busy Buddy Twist ‘n Treat™ dog toy are adjustable so 
you can make them more difficult to solve as your dog learns how 
to retrieve the food. 

Once your dog has learned to use the toy and you have determined 
your dog uses the toy safely (e.g., your dog does not chew off large or 
sharp pieces of the toy or get his jaw stuck in any of the openings), you 
can then give him toys at strategic times. 
 
How Can a Food Toy Help Prevent Bad Behavior?

•	 Stop begging with toys

•	 Stop begging when you’re eating dinner 

•	 Keep dogs from chewing or barking when home alone 

•	 Distract dogs from jumping or being scared when meeting new 
people 

•	 Keep dogs calm in the exam room at the vet 

Shelters may use the toys when they are open to the public. It can be 
very endearing for potential adopters to watch a dog play with a food 
toy as well as relieve boredom and combat stress during the hustle 
and bustle of the day. The toy will be extra special if it’s given at certain 
times and your dog doesn’t have free access to the toy. Have you ever 
seen a dog who was excited for his owner to leave because he knew 
that meant he was getting a special food treat or toy?

Now that you’re armed with this information on how to combat bore-
dom and stress using food toys, get out there and have a blast picking 
out and introducing your dog to new and fun toys! You will probably 
have just as much fun as your dog does.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
www.petsafe.net 

Pawsitive Tips
Fun Toys for Bored Dogs

by  Meredith Stepita
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Issue 1, 2017.....
STUD DOG Issue

Open to Members Only

½ PAGE B/W $30.00
½ PAGE COLOR $35.00

FULL PAGE B/W $60.00
FULL PAGE COLOR $65.00

EACH AD WOULD NEED THE FOLLOWING (MANDATORY):
½ PAGE B/W or COLOR
Photo – Maximum 1 photo
Kennel name and call name of dog
3 Generation Pedigree
Owner Name, phone and/or email
Stud dog available for live, chilled or frozen 
20 word maximum about dog 

FULL PAGE B/W or COLOR
Photo – Maximum 3 photos
Kennel name and call name of dog
3 Generation Pedigree
Owner Name, phone and/or email
Stud dog available for live, chilled or frozen
50 word maximum about dog

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT CAN BE ADDED, (OPTIONAL):
½ PAGE B/W or COLOR
Breeder of Stud dog if different than owner
CHIC information

FULL PAGE B/W or COLOR
Breeder of Stud dog if different than owner
CHIC information
AKC Best of Breed wins 
AKC ranking (will be confirmed with AKC prior to print)
Current Champion offspring

Deadline for submissions is 12-1-2016 
Pedigree will be formatted, please ask for template, help will be provided if needed! 
All questions and requests, please email: atcanews@gmail.com
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Sometimes in life it is insightful to be on the other side of the coin to 
increase your depth of understanding of a particular event or situa-
tion. This year I have the opportunity to increase and evolve my pack 
by the purchase of one puppy and the anticipation of purchasing a 
second one. Talk about a new understanding and appreciation of the 
anticipation/anxiety/questions that puppy buyers go through!

I have had Australian Terriers for almost 15 years and have bred 6 
litters. Of those puppies, I have three that reside with me, and one is a 
2nd generation bred-by! I also co-own six others. Those puppies visit 
me on a regular basis, along with others that were sold as pets, to be 
shown or just groomed, stay while their owners are on vacation or 
“just because”. Admittedly this is a small number of puppies compared 
with much bigger breeders, but it has given me the opportunity to 
watch traits, characteristics, and personalities develop over time. For 
early litters, I had to rely heavily on the evaluations of my Australian 
Terrier breeder mentors, and experienced breeders of other breeds, to 
choose which puppy should be kept and “grown out” to be shown and 
possibly bred in the future.

While, with each litter I have improved my observation and evaluation 
skills, I feel lucky to have ultimately matched the perfect puppy with 
each puppy buyer. (Only two puppies ever have come back to me -- 
one because the husband was highly allergic, and the second because 
the husband bought a golden retriever puppy at the same time, and 
house training of both puppies together didn’t go very well. Both of 
these returned puppies went to much better homes in the long run!) 

For each litter I have taken hundreds of photos, along with dozens 
of videos, over the first 12+ weeks of the puppies’ lives to share with 
prospective buyers. Several long emails, phone conversations, and 
in-home visits were conducted with each buyer to discuss their wants 
and needs, and my expectations for the future of their puppy. Some-
times these conversations included pictures and stories of Aussies 
and/or other dogs that exist or have existed in their lives and how this 
new one will fill a void or enrich their lives. But they always include ex-
citement when meeting the puppies for the first time, be it in person 
or via photos and video. 

Then come the questions about personalities and how they will 
develop. This is usually followed with a desire to see each stage of 
the puppy’s development (via pictures or visits)… when they open 
their eyes, when they first start moving around, start making noise, 
playing, eating, etc. Then the anxiety that the puppy I pick will be the 
“best” one for them. Normally these are followed by more excitement, 
anticipation, anxiety and/or questions on the day they pick up their 
puppy to go home.

Now I am the one waiting with bated breath for the pictures and info, 
wondering if the puppy chosen with be the right one for me. Luckily, I 
have had the opportunity to have observed both of the breeders’ dogs 
over the years, so I know the pedigrees/personalities of the puppies 
parents, and I explicitly trust their ability to choose the best puppy 
for me. Of course, this doesn’t make the waiting and anticipation any 
easier! The first puppy is perfect! I’m still going through the puppy 
buyer anxieties for the second, and I wouldn’t have it any other way.

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
February 2016 issue 

Oh, to be a puppy BUYER!
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WE ASKED, They Answered,
The Judges Comment....
As Breeders & Exhibitors spending precious dollars per year for that 
coveted ribbon to show that our hard work paid off, we often wonder 
what the judges think? So, we decided to ask!

Question:
When judging several dogs fairly equal in conformation, what would 
you consider to be the make or break when selecting your winner? 
For example, do you place more emphasis on coat condition or 
showing and animation etc etc..... 

I am a fairly new judge of your breed.  I have judged the breed numer-
ous times often with just one special dog entered.  I find nothing that 
resembles the chest described in the standard of your breed.  I am sure 
everyone knows the words; however, they are:  “forming a chest reach-
ing slightly below the elbows with a distinct keel.” If I had the decision to 
make when all dogs seemed of equal quality and one had any keel at 
all, it would be a no brainer for me.  I would reward the dog that has 
the characteristics described in your breed standard.
 - Richard Miller

I consider temperament to be part of type so being confident is 
important. Condition includes muscle condition as well as coat texture 
and color. All these come in varying states. I would say which dog best 
exemplifies ability to do their purpose on the day! 
 - Betsy Dale

Although I am a fairly new judge of Australian Terriers, it is a breed 
I have admired for a long time. Your question is a little incomplete. 
It says, “When judging several dogs of equal conformation ...” This 
really does not tell me anything about breed type. For me, the most 
important thing is breed type in any breed. So first I am looking for the 
Aussie outline and proportions, correct head with great expression 
of confidence, and proper size. Now, if we are assuming all of these 
are equal - and that is rarely seen - I then look for free movement and 
coat texture. I absolutely want a sound dog, but breed type (and that 
includes soundness to a certain degree) is what distinguishes one 
breed from another.
 - Sid Marx

When judging dogs, including when presented with fairly equal 
conformation, I always attempt to find the strongest of virtues of each 
dog’s ability to meet ‘form follows function’.  The ruggedness of Aus-
tralia is embedded in an Australian Terrier that posses quality breed 
type. Alertness of its environment, courage of a lion, speed, strong 
and punishing jaw, ability to live outdoors and withstand the harsh-
est of weather are part and parcel of this small but powerful ratter.  
Hence, deservedly belonging to the Terrier group and not with the Toy 
breeds.   
- Joseph F. Pendon, Sydney Australia

Rare to have two Aussies equal in conformation. However,  my 
deciding factors would have to include: coat condition, presentation, 
animation. 
 - Pat Taylor

Overall balance and proportion is paramount but when you get down 
to sorting relatively comparable dogs ( they are never exactly the 
same) expression personifying an eager, alert dog that exudes breed 
type is probably a tie breaker. This demands a correct eye shape and 
color, ear size, and placement  - all the details of a beautiful head.
 - Virginia Lyne

When we judge Australian Terriers we think the following order is the 
most important:

1)      TYPE

2)      BALANCE

3)      SOUNDNESS

If all of these points are similar or close to the same we think of what 
the breed is needing, such as shoulder lay-back or fore chest or what-
ever is in short supply and we reward the ones that have these much 
needed assets. Type is more important than balance, which is more 
important than soundness.  Of course these all go somewhat hand in 
hand.

Overall, the front assembly is the number one problem.
- Toddie & Houston Clark
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In my opinion rarely are there two dogs that are equal.  A long time 
ago it was said that in judging we start with perfection, apply the 
forgiveness, with the one we forgive the least being the winner.  This is 
a statement that I have repeated a number of times over the years but 
it helps things to be on a positive note.  Please note that we are also 
looking at the whole dog when we do this. 

So, to answer the question of singling out one thing makes it difficult 
to answer because there is so much to consider.  In each breed there 
are factors that apply to that breed that make the breed what it is.  
But to say I put emphasis on coat, or movement, or head piece, or any 
other part, does not take the place of the over all dog.  Why?  Because 
all those parts have to come together to make the breed what it is.  I 
realize that I am not giving the question and answer.  But judging by 
acknowledging this dog is just slightly better than that one can make 
a difference when we have two or more really good dogs in the ring.
- Fredrick R. Stephens

As always, the balance of the Australian must be just right for my eye 
to appreciate.  I do not like short loined Aussies.  Level topline.  Tail up 
and happy, and since I’m a head freak, I’ve got to have that deter-
mined, inquisitive look with correct planes to the head and skull.  And, 
of course, ears must be up and as active as the entire demeanor of the 
dog and his attitude.
 - Ann Hearn

There is no one stock answer to this question.  The standard doesn’t 
tell you to put a good front over a bad rear, or a better eye over a bad 
ear.  I try to approach a breed by finding the one’s that best represent 
what the breed is supposed to look like, and try to put up the sound-
est of those.  It is also important to remember what the function of 
the dog is to be and take that into consideration when prioritizing the 
pluses and minuses of the individual dog.  What characteristics of the 
breed are most important to function?  Since this is a Terrier, the coat 
is of great importance, and it needs to be judged as it is that day. One 
cannot assume it will come in better in a week or two.  But then there 
is the dilemma when one has a good example of the breed, with bad 
coat verses a much poorer example of the breed with a perfect coat. 
Welcoming to judging and having to make those tough calls.
 - Jay Richardson

First of all I consider my responsibility as a judge to be to find the 
best dog which will benefit the breed from a breeding perspective. 
Thus, showmanship is not so important in my world as compared to 
the breed qualities a dog possesses. So in making a choice between 
relatively meritorious dogs I factor in not only positive virtues, but also 
try to avoid selecting dogs with problems frequently encountered in 
that breed. (Note: this is not ‘fault judging’, merely a process of mak-
ing a final decision; virtues always come first). There are no hard and 
fast rules, just a process of ticking off the virtues and avoiding breed 
problems where possible.
 - David A. Alexander

Well, being a Scottie breeder, exhibitor for 40 years I think you or I at 
least always place the importance of attitude with any terrier.  Head up 
and tail up if correct for the standard.  Not timid in the ring.
 
My first impression is always formed by the general outline: does it 
look like the Terrier type I am judging.
Does it possess the correct proportions, height, length, length of leg, 
tail and neck.  Next might be the substance; weight, size of bone, chest 
and length of loin. 
Next would be the more finer point: length of head with the correct 
eye and ear sets.  Then again the proper body ratios.  Any breed must 
have a coat according to its standard.
 
Brief but I think these are the steps I mentally take.
 - Thomas Hossfeld

I find this a difficult question to answer.  Many things go through my 
mind during the judging process.  First and foremost, is it one of the 
best of that breed I have seen; how closely does it fit the standard; 
how sound is it?  And of course, all those things have to fit into a 
reasonable amount of time.  I want a dog that reeks type, but does not 
spoil that image while on the move.

Sometimes it is just that “sparkle” that makes one dog come out on 
top.

Of course, condition is an important part of the equation.  It’s part of 
the look that catches the judges eye in both the breed ring as well 
as the group ring.  Condition is more that coat care.  It is the entire 
picture, is it a healthy coat, is the dog in correct weight, how about 
muscle tone, and how does it present itself in the ring.

Lots to think about, I don’t think it has an easy answer.
 - Mareth Kipp

When faced with this decision, I try to put up the dog that has the 
most positive traits described in the breed standard.  The standard 
addresses many things, so it is difficult to say that one or the other of 
a couple of traits makes the decision and often several dogs of rather 
equal quality are not equal in the same things, so I turn to the stan-
dard to guide me to which of these differences should be rewarded 
as being the most important in preserving the special traits that make 
the Australian Terrier.   
 - Carolyn Herbel
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1. 

THEY ASKED,
 We Answered,

The Members Comment....
Judges wanted to know what we think of the question that 
was just asked also of them! 

When judging several dogs fairly equal in conformation, what would 
you consider to be the make or break when selecting your winner? 
For example, do you place more emphasis on coat condition, at-
titude, etc etc....

What do YOU think as Breeders and Exhibitors is important?

I believe that movement is the acid test for structure.   I dog who can’t 
move properly must have some deviations from the standard with 
respect to anatomical conformation.  I believe that too often this is 
ignored by the judges.  A handler who “strings up the dog” by the lead 
is a sure give-away for this problem.
 - Bill Christensen

Definitely attitude. They are terriers! Confidence and presence and 
maybe a little swagger.
 - Judy Obrien

As a Breeder as well as an Exhibitor, as a deciding factor I will go with 
the dog with the best movement and if I have decisions to make with 
several good ones, I will choose the dog with the best and most
 ‘terrier’  attitude after that.  They are an engaging breed, and if they 
‘want it’ they are going to show for you and to you and nothing is 
more beautiful than an Australian Terrier showing himself with the 
mentality and attitude of “Come’on Make My Day.”
- Julie Seaton

In my opinion, the most important emphasis should be put on correct 
movement, followed closely by attitude. If the dog can’t move correct-
ly, I don’t care how pretty he/she looks, the dog won’t be able to do 
the job for which he was bred.  The coat condition can vary depending 
on the season, especially in bitches.  Plus, some exhibitors could use 
“enhancements” to make the coat look fuller with better color which 
doesn’t improve what’s beneath the coat. And selective grooming 
can hide a multitude of sins on a dog.  I’ve seen very “pretty”, poorly 
moving dogs put up over more correct dogs just because they looked 
impressive and flashy. 
 - Lisa Violette

With the state our breed is in I would doubt this would ever happen. If 
it did for me the deciding factor would be terrier temperament.
 - Sheila Dunn

Attitude 
 - Angie Cross Bly

Ground covering travel. Having the best reach and drive!
 - Sue Bachman

A few thoughts,
I am not sure what you mean equal in conformation. Too often the 
dog looks great when stacked (a lovely picture) but does not move as 
an Aussie should.

If the structure, and therefore movement and soundness, conforms 
to the standard, size is important. Movement is changed when a dog 
is bigger (many of our dogs are getting too big and move more like 
sporting dogs, than Aussies.)

All things being equal in conformation, a long, strong head, is very 
important if the breed is to continue its purpose of catching rodents, 
snakes.

Temperament is especially important - attitude, expression – should 
be that of a terrier not that of a trained robot.

Re grooming. An Aussie’s ruff is so distinctive to the breed and essen-
tial to the purpose of protecting the neck from snakes. Too often these 
days we see the ruff diminished and lowered by excessive grooming.

These are the aspects that give  Aussies overall type.
- Kerrie Bryan

In responding to this question I am reminded of a very timely  article 
from the Irish Terrier Breed  Column in the November 2015 Gazette 
that describes this situation very clearly. This article describes the BOB 
class as “ the wishbone stuck in the throat moment”  and how this 
author responded that, all other components of the dogs being equal, 
was to look at the class like a group of hunting dogs—the purpose for 
which they are created.  And the judge asked himself “which one he 
would want to take out on an inclement day and trudge through the 
fields with and that vision of a dog appeared”. ( Ellis West, Irish Terrier 
Club of America, AKC Gazette, November 2015).

After rewarding good points and penalizing faults, go with the dog 
that you, the judge, feels can do the job that it was bred to do.
- Susan Saulvester

When looking at a large group of dogs I look for that distinct Aussie sil-
houette, my priority when judging is movement. I like to see the easy 
ground covering reach and drive, moving around the ring. Follow that 
with beautiful coat and conditioning in either color and I am sold. I will 
give on front and rear movement if the side gait is correct. Bottom line 
the dog needs to look like an Aussie with the distinctive coat, head, 
body and movement.
 - Teresa Schreeder
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Getting Your Dog Started 
In Dock Diving

Dogs don’t need a lot of training to try out the sport of dock diving. 
It’s not like agility or obedience where a dog has to be familiar with 
commands and obstacles before entering a competition. Two main 
components are necessary, however: swimming ability and a decent 
toy drive. Make sure your dog is familiar with swimming before bring-
ing it to a dock diving event. If a dog hasn’t swum before it is not likely 
it will take the plunge at an event. The toy drive is necessary because 
this is what entices the dog to jump into the pool. If the dog doesn’t 
care about the toy being thrown into the pool, it has no reason to get 
into the water!

If your dog is totally new to swimming, you’ll want to take it swimming 
before taking it to a dock diving event. The event environment can be 
very intimidating, even to dogs who are confident jumpers at home. 
There is a two foot drop from the dock to the water surface, and the 
water is very clear and troublesome for dogs to see where it is. It is a 
totally unnatural environment for the dog; they’re jumping into a clear 
pool of water with people all around the dock and pool. Most dogs are 
used to jumping into lakes or ponds where the water is murky and it is 
easy for the dog to see the surface.

Take your dog to a lake or pond to “test the waters,” so to speak. Using 
their favorite floatable toy, first engage them in play on land, to pique 
their interest in the toy. Stay upbeat and energetic the whole time, 
and make it the most positive experience you can. Once the dog is 
very engaged in play, start with some shallow water retrieves, enough 
to get the dog wet and comfortable in the water, but not enough that 
the dog has to swim. Do not ever force a dog into the water; this 

could make it a fearful experience for them and they may never want 
to swim. If the dog is leery about getting in the water, it may help for 
you to get in and lure them in, using yourself and the toy. Once the 
dog is confident in the shallow water, move on to throwing the toy 
into water deep enough where the dog has to swim a little bit to get 
the toy. If your dog is quite comfortable swimming, and has sufficient 
toy drive, they’ll probably be ready to try out a dock diving event.

When you take your dog to your first dock diving event, it is absolutely 
imperative to introduce the dog to the exit ramp (most events have 
one). This should be the first step you take. It’s similar to the dog walk 
used in agility. You’ll want to take your dog up the ramp and have 
them do a retrieve into the pool from the ramp. This serves several 
purposes. First, you are showing the dog that they are going into 
water. As previously stated, the water is often so clear it’s hard for the 
dog to see. Showing them the water from the ramp helps build their 
confidence. Second, it gets the dog comfortable with walking on the 
ramp. If they first encounter the ramp coming out of the water, they 
may easily panic and possibly even fall off the ramp. Last, but certainly 
not least, the dog will now know how to exit the pool once they go 

in from the dock. This is very important so they do not 
freak out, try to climb over the side of the pool, and 
potentially injure themselves.

GCH CH Araluen’s Catch A Sunbeam 
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The other method is called the ‘place and send.’ In this method, the 
handler walks the dog to the end of the dock, throws the toy out into 
the pool, and lets the dog mark it. The handler walks the dog back to 
the beginning of the dock, makes sure the dog is focused on the toy, 
then releases the dog. A larger toy that sits high in the water works 
better for this method, so the dog can see the toy as its running down 
the dock. With a smaller toy, if the dog can’t see it, they may slow 
down or even stop in order to locate the toy placement. The ‘place 
and send’ method works well for dogs that jump off of speed, or even 
flyball dogs as they are used to going after a non-moving target. How-
ever, there is no way to control the launch angle, and you may lose 
height off the dog’s jump. If the dog does not have a natural ‘pop’ off 
the end of the dock, it will probably jump flat. It is a good method for 

those that do not have very 
good throwing abilities, as 
it does not require as much 
accuracy and coordination.

The ‘chase’ and the ‘place 
and send’ each have their 
pros and cons. Both meth-
ods have been successfully 
used by the top dog and 
handler teams in the sport. 
It is up to the handler to try 
different things and figure 
out what works best for 
both the handler and the 
dog. You also have to try out 
different toys to see what is 
easiest for you to throw, and 
also what drives the dog the 
most.

Some dogs catch on to the game very quickly, and some take many 
events before they go into the pool from the dock. As stressed over 
and over in this article, it’s all about building confidence in the dog, 
and patience from the handler. You’re asking a great deal of your dog, 
to overcome the environment they’re in and disregard all the intense 
distractions around them. There will be people and dogs all around 

the pool and dock, much closer in then 
in other dog sports. The whole dock and 
pool set up will be completely unnatural to 
your dog, it even bothers some dogs who 
are confident launchers on a lake or pond 
dock. Most dogs do not start out at com-
petitions at their full potential, since there 
is a lot to overcome. It takes a confident 
dog with trust in their handler, which is 
why it’s imperative to keep the experience 
positive.

As of May 31, 2014, the AKC recognizes 
titles earned North America Diving Dog 
events. Owners may apply to have the 
titles recorded on their dogs’ AKC records.
The sport is open to all dogs, including 
mixed-breeds.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
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Once you take the dog onto the dock, you should begin with short 
throws and start the dog only about 5-10 feet back from the edge of 
the dock. It’s all about building the dog’s confidence. Throwing the toy 
short makes it more achievable for the dog if the toy seems in reach. 
Starting the dog short helps with this aspect as well, and serves the 
purpose of helping the dog find and mark the end of the dock. You 
will even see many experienced handler and dog teams doing some 
short start warm-up jumps for precisely this reason. The more confi-
dent and faster the dog becomes, the further back you can start them.

There are two different methods used at dock diving events. The first 
is called the ‘chase.’ Handlers that use this method place their dog in a 
sit stay where they want the dog to start from on the dock. At Ultimate 
Air Dog events, you can use this 
method even if your dog does 
not have a good sit stay as two 
handlers are allowed on the dock, 
and someone can hold the dog. 
The handler then walks to the end 
of the dock, releases the dog, and 
throws the toy as the dog runs 
toward them. The point is to try to 
get the dog to launch and chase 
the toy in the air. This method is 
a little harder to use, for several 
reasons. If the handler waits too 
long to throw the toy, the dog 
may slow down or even stop in 
anticipation. If the handler throws 
too early, the dog may take off too 
early on the dock, losing valu-
able extra inches and even feet! 
It’s very hard to time the throw 
properly, but once a handler gets 
it down, it can encourage the dog to launch at a higher angle and help 
keep them from jumping flat. If the dog has high enough toy drive, it 
will try to follow the toy in the air. The ultimate goal is to throw the toy 
right in front of the dog so it seems close enough for them to catch 
but far enough ahead that the dog really extends and reaches for the 
toy.

Temora Coober Pedy 
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We need to encourage breeders. They are the key to our breed’s 
viability and longevity. Do all the sports you want, but if you don’t 
have a Doberman breeder, you won’t have Dobermans in the competi-
tion. Unfortunately, many new owners who have champions or top 
working dogs don’t want to breed their dogs. Animal-rights attitudes 
have made us think that breeders are doing too much breeding. 
Maybe it is time we rethink our position.

Today, I don’t know who to recommend when people call about pur-
chasing a dog. It is sad that breeders I know have a long waiting list for 
their puppies. I fear these new people will go to the backyard breeder 
in the newspaper because the reputable breeders don’t have pups.

Finally, one of the most profound influences in today’s society is the 
Internet. It is truly a double-edged sword. It can be an excellent tool 
for educating and promoting useful information. However, there are 
those who have misused and abused this form of communication to 
hurt and defame people. The cyber-bashing has caused many people 
to leave this breed. Cyber-bullying is a leading cause of malcontent 
among Doberman fanciers. It’s a sad state of affairs when people feel 
the need to purposely cause havoc and mistrust within the fancy.

We love our breed; let’s work together to promote our intelligent and 
beautiful dogs. Show camaraderie for the other brilliant people who 
own our wonderful dogs. Congratulate them on their accomplish-
ments. Encourage owners of quality specimens, and applaud their 
success.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
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As this is my last article as the Gazette’s correspondent for Doberman 
Pinschers, I will be touching on a few subjects.

Our puppy owners need to be educated. Not only should they be 
informed about how to properly care for and train their dogs, but also 
they need to familiarize themselves with the standard so they can 
view our breed intelligently. They need to understand what a Dober-
man is all about, inside and outside the ring.

This is why mentoring is so important. If you are an experienced 
breeder or exhibitor, please reach out and share your knowledge with 
newbies. New people are the future of our sport. What happens at 
ringside determines who will stay. Please encourage and not discour-

age. Good ringside etiquette is essential.

Second, every time I walk my dog people say, “We never see these 
dogs anymore.” When I started in the breed, show entries of 150 
Dobermans were very common. Dobes were one of the five most 
popular breeds. Today we are almost a rare breed. The entries keep 
decreasing. It takes only 11 dogs for a four-point major in my area—
this is pitiful. The reason for the low entries is that very few people are 
breeding. As I said in a recent column, we have subconsciously ad-
opted the animal-rights agenda of “don’t breed your dog,” for myriad 
reasons.

Recently, someone made a blog post denigrating a breeder for breed-
ing a bitch whose littermate had missing teeth. Really? As a breeder 
who has bred for over 40 years, I can tell you, breed long enough, and 
you will get everything. If we don’t breed our healthy dogs, who will? 
Disparaging someone for breeding a healthy dog does the breed a 
disservice. Remember, ignorance is bliss. Talk to a new breeder, and 
their dogs are always healthy and they never have any problems. Go 
to Europe, and all the dogs live forever. Maybe we should stop breed-
ing in America; that is just what the animal-rights promoters want.

Think About the Breed’s Future
By Faye Strauss, Doberman Pinscher Club of America, 
from the April 2016 AKC Gazette
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We have a friend who now resides in a nursing home after a life-
changing medical illness.  One day, Luci took Bounce with her when 
she and her Dad went to visit.  Luci noticed how the residents of the 
home began to pay attention.  People that appeared to be staring 
past her now focused on her and smiled.  Many people wanted her 
to bring her Yorkie over so they could pet her (until Luci explained to 
them she was really an Aussie).  At the end of the visit, the staff asked 
if Luci could bring her dog back someday soon.  She was so excited 
and proud of their day.  It seemed like a natural next step for us.  And 
not to mention all the treats Bounce got out of it!  I decided to explore 
our options, and for us, we have set our sights on the AKC Therapy 
Dog title.

Therapy dogs go with their 
owners as volunteers to such 
places as nursing homes, 
libraries, schools, and hospi-
tals.  Dog and handler work 
as a team to enlighten the 
lives of those who can ben-
efit from the presence and 
connection with a dog.  It’s 
been shown that a dog can 
help treat depression, pain, 
isolation, and loneliness.  It 
may involve a visit to the 
library for children to sit and 

read to a dog.  It may be making rounds in a hospital ward where hope 
is critical to aid in healing.  It may be going to a nursing home and 
visiting with people who can no longer own and care for their own 
animals.  It may be sitting with a child while they receive life-saving 
infusions.  Whatever the setting, it is a rewarding way to reach out to 
those in need thru a well-trained, friendly, and loveable dog.  And who 
is better than an Aussie and her junior handler to fill that bill?

Anyone, including juniors, can become certified to work with their dog 
towards a Therapy Dog title.  It begins with having your dog registered 
or listed thru the AKC.  You then connect with a certified organization 
listed on the AKC website that offer classes to teach the handler and 
dog the skills needed to be successful in their visits.  Many of the items 
in the required test are the same skills we have already learned in the 
conformation ring and deal with the basics of knowing, understand-
ing, and managing your dog.  Once you have passed the test, you can 
then begin and record your visits.  Often a certified therapist will ac-
company you on the first few visits.  An AKC Therapy Dog Novice title 
(THDN) is granted after 10 visits, and you can progress thru various 
levels to the top title of AKC Therapy Dog Distinguished (THDD), which 
requires 400 visits.  A parent or guardian must accompany a junior 
during all parts of the testing and visits.  

Our journey will begin later this month, when we attend a class to 
learn and perform our test.  After that, we are looking forward to get-
ting out and making a difference in the world…one visit at a time.

So What’s Next?

In this issue, we will explore the world beyond the conformation ring 
for one Junior Handler.

Growing up brings a lot of commitments for children these days…
sports, music, friends, school, scouting, and theater to name a few.  
You can’t just play a sport anymore.  It’s expected that you play club 
sports.  The practices and travel are demanding.  And I certainly don’t 
remember spending so much time doing homework either.  So how 
do you continue to enjoy the love and sport of dogs while keeping up 
with the expectations of your parents, teachers, and coaches?  For us, 
we are in a time of transition and looking to fill that gap.  My dog has 
finished her AKC championship.   Agility and obedience require con-
sistent training and work.  I have a demanding job with a lot of time 
away from home.  Not to mention another child with sports, school, 
and activity schedules.  So what’s next for us?

I was looking to blend the connection my daughter and our dog had 
made during conformation showing with an ongoing, flexible activ-
ity.  They worked so hard together during our conformation classes 
and shows to understand each other, and began to really bond.  I 
hate to see that fall by the wayside.  Luci loves to show off her dog, 
and Bounce loves to earn treats.  They continue to practice their skills 
whenever there are scraps left over from the dinner table.  What I be-
gan to notice was how relaxed they both were when it was something 
they were doing for fun.  We intend to compete in Junior Showman-
ship when possible.  But it started me thinking.

The Next Generation....
Juniors are important to the future of the sport of dogs and responsible dog ownership, and the more they learn, the more valuable 
they become. We felt it is important to showcase our Juniors  here and around the world. To help in that endeavor, we are starting a 
new series hosted by Mary Ellis, the mother of one of our Juniors here in the USA!
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

CRUFTS AUSTRALIAN TERRIER WINNERS OVER THE DECADES

Australian Terriers were first scheduled at Crufts in 1931 when the 
Countess of Stradbroke’s Minx of Henham was BOB. The Countess and 
her husband the Earl of Stradbroke worked tirelessly to promote both 
our breed and the ATCGB. Both gained official recognition from The 
Kennel Club in 1933. 

CH Sally of Toorak won BOB at Crufts in both 1932 and 1933. 

Our first-ever Crufts CCs were awarded in 1934 and they were won by 
Jenny Rodocanachi’s drop-eared CH Sam of Toorak whilst BOB went 
to Anna Stillwell’s Feather. Sam became the very first UK Aussie male 
champion whilst his sister Sally, owned by Daphne Rodocanachi, went 
on to become the very first UK CH bitch.

From 1935 – 1939 the CC winners at Crufts were owned or bred by the 
Countess of Stradbroke (Henham), the Rodocanachi family (Toorak) 
and Anna Stillwell (Clewer/Clewervilage) who had imported CH Torres 
Blue Jacket of Clewer from Australia. He became the UK’s most suc-
cessful Aussie prior to WW2. Mina Alexander (Faygate) won the last 
pre-war Crufts CC with CH Barbelle.

Crufts resumed in 1948. CH Snap of the Wells won BOB but, sadly, the 
Bitch CC was withheld. There was no 1949 Crufts but Crufts 1950 did 
go ahead. CH Snap was again BOB and - yes - there was a Bitch CC 
winner, this time from a kennel that was to win many CCs during the 
1950s and early 1960s, namely Evelyn Swyers’ Elvyne Aussies. Miss 
Swyer exported Aussies to various parts of the world, including Den-
mark, India, Australia and the USA. In fact, following our breed’s official 
recognition by the AKC in 1960, one of the very early Aussies was Am 
CH Elvyne Regal Salute CD Ex. 

The Elvyne Aussies and Winifred Dunn’s Dunhall Aussies dominated 
Crufts during the 1950s winning all but 6 of the 18 CCs throughout 
those years. Due to an electrical strike Crufts 1954 never took place. 
Mrs Dunn’s CH Dunhall Wroyal Blue who won the Bitch CC in both 
1955 and 1956 was, in fact, bred by HRH The Duke of Gloucester. Her 
half brother won BOB four times, three in the late 1950s and his last in 
1963. Elvyne and Dunhall Aussies were still winning Crufts CCs in the 
early 1960s.

The 1960s was when Rene Sanderson’s highly successful Spenmoss 
Aussies really came to the fore. A Spenmoss male was BOB in 1960, 
their next CC winner at Crufts was when a red bitch of theirs won in 
1963 and from that date this kennel truly dominated right through to 
and including 1970….. and beyond, very often “doing the double” i.e. 
winning both sexes’ CCs. Spenmoss won BOB at Crufts in 1976, the CC 
in 1977 and their last Crufts BOB was in 1980.

Kathleen Elwin’s Jeken Aussies won 2CCs in the 1970s whilst Win Pear-
son’s Rivelin Aussies had a successful run winning 4CCs – three years in 
succession with CH Rivelin Tabina in the mid 1970s and BOB with an-
other bitch the following year - and Win also bred one BOB and a Bitch 
CC winner in the 1970s for other owners. Joan Dunn either owned or 
bred Tippon Aussies who won 3CCs during this decade.

The 1980s saw Kay Elwin’s CH Jeken Juliet win the CC in 1981 and 1982 
whilst Malcolm and Julie Skelton (Werribee) won BOB with a Rivelin-
bred dog in both 1982 and 1984. My CH Future Vision of Ralindi won 
the Bitch CC in both 1983 and 1984. Bert and Marion Bloor (Sumbawa) 
won 4 BOBs and Peter Bakewell (Norwelston) and his late mother Edna 
won 1 BOB and 2CCs.

In 1990 at the last Crufts to be held in London my CH Ralindi Impact 
Maker won BOB whilst Dorothy and Felicity Snook’s CH Pitcombe 
Waltzer took the Bitch CC. Crufts 1991 Centenary show moved to 
the NEC in Birmingham where Waltzer won the CC and my Ralindi 
Aussies again won well. Waltzer’s litter brother won the Dog CC in 
1994 and 1995 and their CH Temora Ted of Frederick of Pitcombe (Imp 
NZ) was BOB in 1997. Nicholls & Hayles’ CH & NZ CH Lester Friar Tuck 
of Manawatu (Imp NZ) won BOB in 1992 and 1993. Brian and Velma 
Hodgson’s Brimartz Aussies won 5CCs whilst Paul Eardley (Sherex) won 
1CC with a Tahee-bred bitch he imported from NSW. She produced a 
litter brother and sister who each won a Crufts CC, one owned by Paul 
(he was my BOB winner at Crufts in 1996) and a bitch in other owner-
ship. In 1998 and 1999 Sheila Stoddart and Marsha Gray won 2 BOBs 
with CH Dinky Di Southern Cross (Imp US). 

In the 2000s Sheila Stoddart (Millvalley) won 3 BOBs, including one 
with CH Dinky Di who by then was solely owned by Sheila, and a 
further 1CC with CH Millvalley Monopoly at Silhill whom Sheila initially 
co-owned with Sue McCourt. Monopoly later went into Sue’s owner-
ship and this bitch founded Sue’s Silhill Aussies. Velma Hodgson bred 
the BOB winner in 2003 and 2004 and Velma herself won BOB in both 
2007 and 2008. Ruth Jones (Wyeafon) won 1 BOB and a further 2CCs 
whilst Paul Eardley’s Sherex Aussies won 2CCs, one with a Finnish-bred 
dog. Paul became Sue’s handler, they subsequently teamed up, and for 
the most part, they now show Aussies under their combined Silhill and 
Sherex affixes.

To date in the 2010s Silhill has won 1 BOB plus 2 BOBs in partnership 
with Sherex and 1CC with another co-owner. Wyeafon has won 2CCs, 1 
with BOB whilst Millvalley has won 1CC in sole ownership and a further 
2CCs, 1 with BOB, in joint ownership.
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DOES DRY, CRUNCHY COMMERCIAL PET 
FOOD ACTUALLY KEEP 

YOUR PET’S TEETH CLEAN?
Yes, decades ago, this is what most pet owners actually believed. Feed-
ing dogs and cats commercial kibble would actually keep their fur 
monsters’ teeth clean.

Today, however, research shows this couldn’t be any further from the 
truth!

According to the Ontario Veterinary Medical Association (OVMA), they 
estimate that 90% of pets over 2 years old have significant mouth 
disease and of that 90%, 50% require immediate attention.

According to the pet food industry, out of the 90% of pets suffering 
from mouth disease, at least 96% of the North American pet-owning 
population is feeding dried kibble to their pets. As you can see from 
these numbers, dry pet food isn’t keeping anyone’s teeth clean!

WHY IS DRY FOOD CAUSING SO MUCH MOUTH DISEASE?

Research shows that dry commercial pet food cannot be made with-
out starch, and the average use of starch (aka sugar) by manufacturers, 
is around 40 to 49%.

Logically, feeding your pet all that starch (which their bodies convert 
to sugar) will not only not clean their teeth. In fact, it will cause the 
polar opposite effect. Or, at least, so says today’s sky-rocketing mouth 
disease stats.

WHAT TO DO?

Well of course brushing is your best bet! But what if your pet won’t 
let you?  Well then according to Dogs Naturally Magazine’s Dr. Will 
Falconer -

The best-kept secret for dental prevention is simply this: feeding raw 
bones. All that gnawing is literally scraping the tooth surfaces with a 
tooth friendly similar substance, a semi-hard polisher of enamel, and is 
a great exercise for the jaws and gums.

For more info - dogsnaturallymagazine.com/natural-
dental-prevention-common-sense-in-the-mouth/

ANOTHER GREAT IDEA?

According to Doctor Karen Becker, removing all the 
sugary starches out of your pet’s diet is always the best 
route!

“Diet can play a significant role in the development 
of tartar on your pet’s teeth. Wild dogs have strong, 
healthy teeth partly because they eat raw meaty 
bones. Raw diets help control tartar. Raw ground bone 
is a gentle dental abrasive, acting like fine sandpaper 
when chewed, which helps remove debris stuck on 
teeth. The meat contains natural enzymes, and in ad-
dition, raw food doesn’t stick to teeth, unlike starchy 
kibble.”

More info - healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthy-
pets/archive/2014/01/01/pet-oral-health.aspx

Remember: you always have options, but should never 
rely on dried starchy pellets to keep your pet’s mouth and teeth clean!

“An educated, informed and well-researched community of pet own-
ers can only put more pressure on the pet food industry to be better! 
When pet owners know better, they will only do better!”
— with Claudete Lima.

Reprinted with Permission 2016 
www.planetpaws.ca
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Pet owners have always known that being around their animal com-
panions helps them feel happy and relaxed. But pets can do more 
than just help put us at ease--they can provide a level of therapy that 
can’t be found anywhere else.

The healing power of animals has become widely recognized over the 
past 20 years, although organizations like Therapy Dogs International 
in Flanders, N.J., has been certifying therapy dogs since the 1970s. 
In the 1980s, doctors and nurses began to really notice the positive 
effects visiting dogs were having on hospitalized patients and their 
families.

Today, animals of many different kinds are being used in a variety of 
situations to give both comfort and therapy.

•	 Disaster sites. Dogs are used to bring comfort to people recover-
ing from natural disasters, such as tornados or earthquakes, or 
man-made tragedies, such as bombings or mass shootings. Trau-
matized individuals find the having a dog nearby to be comfort-
ing, and are more likely to open up to mental health professionals 
when a dog is around. 

•	 Assisted living facilities. Dogs, cats and birds visit assisted living 
facilities to give companionship to pet-loving residents who can 
no longer keep their own pets. These animals are often a wel-
come sight to lonely seniors. 

•	 Libraries. One way to encourage kids to read is to bring a dog 
into the mix. In “read to a dog” programs, therapy dogs listen 
quietly while children read to them at local libraries. 

•	 Hospitals. Certified therapy dogs and cats make visits to hos-
pitals to bring joy to both patients and their families. The mere 
presence of pets in a hospital setting creates a calming effect. 

•	 Hospice facilities. Patients in hospice care facilities receive visits 
from dogs and cats to help lighten their day and distract them 
from their illness. 

•	 Nursing homes. 
Visiting dogs 
and cats cheer 
up residents of 
nursing homes 
with regular visits, 
allowing people 
to pet them and 
interact with both 
the pet and the 
handler. Some 
facilities have 
their own live-in 
therapy animals.

•	 Shelters. Battered women and their children staying in shelters 
can find comfort in visits from therapy dogs and cats. Visiting pets 
help brighten the mood, and bring joy to people during a difficult 
time in their lives. 

•	 Funeral homes. Therapy dogs are used in funeral homes to help 
grieving families. People who have just suffered the loss of a 
loved one can find comfort while petting a dog. 

•	 Prisons. Animals are used in prison settings to help teach animal 
training skills to inmates. Ever seen the show Pitbulls & Parolees? 
At the same time, the animal gets something out it by receiving 
training. Dogs can be taught to be service dogs for the handi-
capped, while wild horses are tamed and taught to be ridden. 

•	 Veterans programs. Dogs and horses are used to help war veter-
ans with post-traumatic stress disorder. Emotional Support Dogs 
offer companionship and comfort to people dealing with the 
symptoms of PTSD. Veterans suffering from PTSD are also taught 
to give basic training to wild horses recently rounded up from the 
range. This is good for the veteran, and helps the horse become 
more adoptable.

Animals have an amazing ability to bring comfort to people in need, 
and those who work with therapy animals will keep finding new ways 
for these dogs, cats, horses, and other creatures to help. 
 
Reprinted with Permission 2016 
www.petsafe.net

Animals Helping People 
By Audrey Pavia
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Tidewalker’s Emerald Sea “Emmie”
Winning a Group 4 out of the classes 

Handler Alan Hannebauer Breeder Caren Holtby
Co-owned by Bonnie & Peter Jennings and C Holtby

Judge R Lopachuk

 CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX OM1 GO GN
In Feb he received his OM1 
Followed by his UDX Title 
Owned by Cindy Burgess

Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UD, RAE, THD, CGCA
Rusty finished his Utility Dog title on 

4/16/16 with a score of 193.5.
Owned and loved by Patricia Goshorn

Aussie Brags

New CAN CH Tidewalker Storm Chaser
“Chase” finished going over Specials at 13 months

at the Terrier Breeders Assoc Show in April 
under Judge Darle Heck

Owned by Catherine Holt, Sam & Sanna Stephenson & Caren Holtby

CH Tak-A Chance 
Song Sung Bleu  

CD, BN, RE, NA, NAJ, CGC
New CD Title acquired at the Atlanta Golden 

Retriever Club  Trials 3/26/16
Susan Saulvester    
Breeder-Owner

Reserve Best in Show
GCH Blue Moon Boston Pops(Little Man)

with Breeder/Owner Jeanne Popovits 
Handler Kellie Dahlberg

 and Judge William G. Dougherty
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
GCHB CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCHB CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
GCH CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
GCH CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm
GCH CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
GCH CH Johmanda Kambara’s General Pickett
GCHS CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCHB CH Benayr Nick Of Time 
GCH CH Melukylan Ursa Major
GCH CH Redsky’s Total Eclipse

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                    Jan 1, 2016 to April 30, 2016

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

GCHB CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCHS CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
GCHB CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCH CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm
GCH CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
GCH CH Melukylan Ursa Major
           CH Aussome Just The Ticket
GCH CH Johmanda Kambara’s General Pickett

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10)
-Starting from October 8, 2015 up to April 30, 2016

1
2
3
4
5
5
5
8
9
10
10
10

GCHS CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision           
                    Bluquo’s Night To Remember
GCHB CH Benayr Nick Of Time 
GCH CH Cambridge Radiant Spirit 
GCH CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic
GCH CH Samabel Diamonds And Rust
GCH CH Dunham Lake You Might Be Surprised
GCH CH Johmanda-Kambara’s General Pickett
GCH CH Ryba’s Razz Mataz & All That Jazz
           CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
                  The Farm’s First Start At Toga
GCH CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba    

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2
3
4

MACH4 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXC MJS2 
ABQ Kacy Christhill MX MXB MXJ MJS XF 
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN OA AXJ 
GCH CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes OA AXJ CGC

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

This listing is for January 2016 to March 2016 ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

January 2016
CHAMPION
CH Temora Mac Eanric
Breeder: Julie M Seaton 
Owner: Susan Hutton & Julie Seaton & Maureen Thacker
CH Wild West’s Roxy Music
Breeder: Eve Steele
Owner: Eve Steel & Shira Steele
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Johnmanda-Kambara’s General Pickett
Breeder: Kim Floyd
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd
RALLY NOVICE
GCH CH Christhill Coachella BN RN
Breeder: Kreg HIll & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg HIll & William Christensen
CH Johmanda’s Scooby Doo For Arista RN CA
Breeder: Kim Floyd
Owner: Pamela Levy & Shahntae martinez
Ryba’s Quite The Catch RN
Breeder: Larry Farthing
Owner: Hollie Bamford
CAMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
CH Blue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ In Phoenix CDX BN RE CGC
Breeder:  Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Celeste Platte 
MASTER EXCELLENT JUMPER PREFERRED 2
The Farm’s Top Flight RA NA AXJ AXP MJP2 NF CGCA
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt
RALLY EXCELLENT
The Farm’s Top Flight RE RA NA AXJ AXP MJP2 NF CGCA
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt
BEGINNER NOVICE
CH Banjopats Copperstone Girl BN RN AX AXJ CA
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Notice Texas Hold Em BN RN
Breeder: Ninna Odehag
Owner: Hollie Bamford
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
GCH CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA CGC
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post
The Farm’s First Start At Toga CGC
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Susan Gersin & James Gersin

February 2016
CHAMPION
CH Akiba’s Bellissima
Breeder: Janet Maas
Owner: Susan Mason & David Mason & Chandler Abel
CH Araluen’s Glimmering In The Moonlight
Breeder: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
Owner: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke

February CHAMPION continued....
CH Jovi’s Heatwave
Breeder: Vivien Gilli
Owner: Vivien Gilli 
CH Roachan’s Deuce Coupe
Breeder: Ann Roache & Eva Campbell
Owner: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache 
CH Samabel Fashion’s Black Tie Affair
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman 
CH Temora Bacon’s Bitz
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Julie Seaton
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm
Breeder: Vivien Billi
Owner: Vivien Gilli
GCH CH Tapa Thanksgiving Grace
Breeder: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
Owner: Patricia Werner & Tamara Gaudet & Kenneth Gaudet 
CAMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Cambridge Tazzmanian Blue Devil CDX BN RE CGCA
Breeder:  Ann Ridenour
Owner: Joy Miller 
OBEDIENCE MASTER 1
CH Temora Keeping Stride UD OM1 GN GO
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Cindy Burgess

March 2016
CHAMPION
CH Double Nickel’s Lottie Dottie Dah
Breeder: Julie Kirkpatrick & Eve Steele
Owner: Julie Kirkpatrick
CH Johmanda’s Hopportunity
Breeder: Kim Floyd 
Owner: Kim Floyed & Nora Menge
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Cambridge Radiant Spirit 
Breeder: Ann Ridenour
Owner: Joy Miller & Ann Ridenour
GCH CH Marble Arch Dancing In The Moonlight 
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Rita Farmer
GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE
GCHB CH Blue Moon Boston Pops 
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
COMPANION DOG
CH Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu CD BN NA NAJ CGC 
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Susan Saulvester
RALLY ADVANCED
CH Dreamtime’s Boy Toy RA CGC 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Sherrill Yates & Marilyn Harban
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Email	  Grace	  at	  firewalkeraussies@gmail.com	  	  
right	  away	  (GOING	  FAST)!	  

Send	  your	  photo	  in	  for	  the	  2017	  Calendar	  COVER	  CONTEST!	  

Send	  your	  entries	  to	  Grace	  at	  firewalkeraussies@gmail.com	  (Contest	  closes	  July	  30,	  2016)	  	  
Photo	  size	  should	  be	  at	  least	  1	  Mb	  (do	  not	  reduce	  for	  email	  transmission).	  

	  2017	  Calendar	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________copies	  X	  	  $_______	  	  =	  $_______________	  
	  Reserved	  Calendar	  page	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________Page	  	  	  	  X	  	  $	  	  50	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =	  $	  _______________	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TOTAL	  =	  $	  _______________	  

Send	  payment	  and	  your	  mailing	  address	  to:	  
Grace	  Massey,	  4343	  Mallard	  Dr,	  Gloucester,	  VA	  23061	  

Make	  checks	  out	  to	  ATCA	  with	  the	  notaLon,	  2017	  Calendar	  
	  

OR	  –	  Purchase	  through	  the	  Australian	  Terrier	  Store	  at	  	  	  www.australianterrier.org	  
OR	  –	  Use	  your	  Paypal	  account	  and	  send	  correct	  amount	  to	  atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	  

	  

★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  

Calendars	  expected	  to	  be	  shipped	  in	  November	  

ALL	  PRICES	  INCLUDE	  SHIPPING	  AND	  HANDLING	  
	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  US	  &	  Canada 	   	  All	  Other	  Countries	  

1	  Calendar 	   	  $18.00 	   	   	  $23.00	  
2	  Calendars 	   	  $35.00 	   	   	  $40.00	  
3	  Calendars 	   	  $51.75 	   	   	  $56.75	  
4	  Calendars 	   	  $68.00 	   	   	  $73.00	  Save	  $1	  each	  

PRE_ORDER	  -‐-‐-‐	  same	  prices	  as	  2016	  Calendar!!	  

2017	  CALENDAR	  

CALENDAR	  COVER	  CONTEST	  

Send	  me	  your	  Aussies	  in	  ac_on	  
Or	  just	  looking	  beau_ful!	  

	  
Contest	  open	  to	  EVERYONE!	  

	  

Monthly	  pages	  open	  to	  	  
Members	  only.	  

Reserve	  yours	  now.	  

(2016	  Winner)	  






