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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,
 
Welcome to 2015 and I hope we all have a great 
year. I want to thank the outgoing Officers and 
Board members for their service; we all appreciate 
all the work and dedication put in and welcome 
those who are joining us and staying on in various 
capacities. 

Last year, as a Club we saw many accomplishments and innovations 
through the many members of our Committees: first, the newly 
revised Mentor’s and Presenter’s Program added a number of highly 
qualified members to the program who can be counted on to provide 
expertise on our breed. The hope here is that some will advance to the 
next level, which is Presenter, when they are ready. We also completely 
revised the Power Point Presentation with beautiful and enhanced 
photography for Judges’ and Members’ education, and with more to 
come.The wonderfully subscribed and successful Futurity Competition 
was initiated this year with a great entry and fun for all. We continue to 
try to improve the working of the Club as well.

At this point, I would like to tell you a little history and the thinking 
that went into another slight change in our reporting schedule for our 
working committees. In the beginning of ATCA history, our National 
Specialty was held every year in February, the Sunday before Westmin-
ster KC, as part of the Associated Terrier Club Specialties in an Armory 
way up in Manhattan. In those days, Westminster was very different, 
there were classes and what was called Specials Only (now Best of 
Breed Competition) and our club had the Annual Meeting and Board 
Meeting at the Armory and most of the entry very often stayed for 
Westminster. There was a Roving Specialty but the  annual and Board 
meetings did not occur with that show. Show rules were quite differ-
ent then. For those newer, I can tell you that the Best of Winners award 
was done prior to the Breed and only the BOW went in with the Cham-
pions. Also, there was no rule allowing you to “move up”; when you 
finished, so you had to pull your dog until you received your Champi-
onship certificate in the mail before you could enter again. Conversely, 
if you left your entry in week after week, you risked the ire of your 
competition if you beat them. Also, you did not win any additional 
points for winning the Breed or Best of Opposite Sex over Champions. 
These are some changes made over the years, which improved the 
Dog Show Rules and made competition more equitable. This little look 
back is an aside to the discussion of how and why we made a change 
in the past year regarding the Committees. The reports were geared 
to be presented in February at the Annual Meeting and covered the 
prior calendar year. At some point the change was made to convert 
the Roving Specialty to the Annual Meeting and the Associated Terrier 
Club event was eventually no more. 

This background is provided to explain why the Committee reports 
were sometimes annual, sometimes shorter or longer depending on 
the length of time between Annuals and the committee’s needs. Last 
year, the Board decided to ask Committees to provide Annual reports 
and the Committees would report to the Board at the Annual Meeting 
only proposals, discussions, issues or anything they felt they wanted to 
bring up. This would allow for better management by the Committees 
as they could compare years more easily and had a better idea of what 
they were accomplishing.

We also published the Committee reports in the Talkabout after the 
Colorado Specialty as part of the Recording Secretary’s Report. The 
interesting thing here is that the Reports represent a lot of what 
the Club is doing and there are times that only those on the Board 
get them to read. We feel that all the members should be aware of 
what is being done: first, to find out about the activities of the Club, 
second, maybe decide to participate more fully in club activities 
once they read about them and third, maybe decide to volun-
teer for a Committee once they find out what it’s all about. These 
Reports are often the only way that the members really learn about 
some of the hard work put in by the Committee members and the 
details of what has been accomplished. This just appeared to be an 
omission in reporting that simply was overlooked in not looking at 
this from the average member’s point of view.  This should make 
our operations more open to all and we can appreciate those who 
put in so much work for us all. Again, I want to thank all of you who 
made this past year so successful for the ATCA and look to more 
this. Please feel free to contact me with your thoughts, ideas, and 
maybe just to say hi!
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban 
Fourth Quarter 2014

AKC sent out a notice to remind everyone to encourage your local all-
breed or specialty club to offer this Owner Handler competition.

Canine Health is celebrating their 20th Anniversary throughout the 
year of 2015.  They wish to extend a huge thanks to all for your sup-
port and commitment to the health of dogs. 

Forwarded request for a Calendar to Store Chair.  This lady was also 
looking for an old contact so helped her with a phone number.

Received e-mail from Samantha Wright, Program Manager for Canine 
Health Foundation regarding our letter that was sent to them for use 
of our donor advised funds for screening tests for diabetes which 
would be useful in identifying young dogs susceptible to developing 
diabetes.  We are waiting to hear back from them.

Received a letter from Purina Parent Club Partnership stating that 
since 2002, the ATCA has received $4185.48 from Purina.  Half of 
this amount was sent to Canine Health for Australian Terrier Club of 
America donor advised funds and the other half was sent to ATCA for 
research, education and rescue efforts.  The PPCP receives food weight 
circles from Club members.  One must be a member of the Breeder’s 
Club to participate.  

In addition, Purina is offering two free nights and transportation for 
two representatives of ATCA to visit Purina Farms with the intent to 
scout out potential sites for a National Specialty. 

Received notice from the American Dog Show Judges that they have 
developed the ADSJ Photo Directory for on-line use and a Protocol 
Booklet that a Club can order.  These books are developed for Kennel 
Clubs and constructing a judging panel.  This was forwarded to our 
Judges Hiring Committee for their information and possible use.

Received notice from AKC REUNITE that the Pet Disaster Trailer that 
bears ATCA’s logo will be delivered at the Del Mar Fairgrounds for the 
Silver Bay Kennel Club shows at 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd., Del Mar, 
CA 92014 and presented to the County of San Diego Department of 
Animal Services, Saturday, February 21st at 1pm.  AKC would like to 
have members from each of the sponsoring clubs come out to the 
event to support the AKC Pet Disaster Trailer Program.  If you live in 
the area or plan on attending these shows, make time to attend this 
presentation.

Admission into the Dog Show is free and parking is $10 per car. ATCA 
made a contribution of $1000.00 to the Pet Disaster Trailer Program.
Two other Disaster Trailers will also be delivered at the same time.    
This is also up on our website:  www.australianterrier.org

Membership application was received for M. Scott Pruter.  
Sponsors are Teresa Schreeder and Sue Bachman. 

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Fourth Quarter 2014

A Teleconference was held on 12 January 2015.  Actions taken and 
discussed were:  

Five new members were approved: 

Cindy Burgess
1662 Woods Road
Belvidere, Illinois  61008
815-871-3227 Home
Cindy.burgess4@gmail.com 

Susan Mason
6435 Water Works Road
Mount Olive, Alabama  35117
205-335-0022 Home
205-326-4220 Work
Susan@BAWarehouse.com 

Anne McGroarty
9810 Fendale Lane
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22408
540-891-5292 Home
Anneaguspat8@aol.com 

Fiona Rose McGroarty
9810 Fendale Lane
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22408
540-891-5292 Home
Rosythegreat845@gmail.com 

Eileen Wittfelt
1424 Meeker Drive
Longmont, Colorado  80504
303-792-0672

ROM Committee Deadline was changed per a request from ROM 
Chairs, Mike and Kendall Liga.  
Beginning in 2016, the deadline for the date for ROM applications will be 
January 15th.  Applications received after January 15 each year will be 
listed on the ROM list for the following year.  

Two Trustees from the ATCA Board were elected to the AusTTrust:  
•	 Kerrie Bryan
•	 Marilyn Harban
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The following motion was made and passed.  This action was also 
taken the last time the ATCA Treasurer changed.  

For Eileen Cummings, incoming Treasurer, to ask ATCA Member, Michael 
Manderfeld, CPA (MN), to review the treasurer’s books at a time concur-
rent to that during which Mike would normally prepare the Club’s tax 
return filing for the 2014-2015 fiscal year or at a time convenient for him. 

A request was made for research and discussion into whether or not 
the ATCA By-Laws need to be changed to reflect ATCA’s relationship 
with the AusTTrust.  Sandra Weigle as Chair of the By-Laws Committee 
will be asked to research and present suggestions to the Board. 

Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee Chair, requested use of ATCA 
Health Funds to cover the Free Eye Clinic that will be offered at the 
Chattanooga National Specialty in September 2015 with any remain-
ing costs to be covered by the AusTTrust.  The motion was unanimous-
ly approved.  

Membership Corrections for Roster:

Micki O’Connell
843-224-0207

Julie M Seaton 
Julie Seaton has discontinued her home phone 
Cell# 262-617-8944

Barbera Curtis has discontinued her home phone.   
Cell# 971-217-9300

Committee Reports:  Per a motion passed in June, 2014 at the 
ATCA Board Meeting, Committee Annual Reports will now be due 
by January 31 of each year so as to reflect the previous calendar 
year.  These 2014 Year End Reports are presented:   

Archive and Preservation and Database Committee 
– Sue Bachman and Darlene Evans

1.  Received the following for Archiving.
•	 Talkabout
•	 Gazette Articles
•	 2013 and 2014 Calendar
•	 Recording Secretary Reports for 2013 and 2014.
2.  The storage of all archive material is now available to all ATCA 
members.
3.  The storage location has been moved to Carbonite.com.    This site 
is easier to navigate and to get assistance when needed.
•	 Just to let everyone know, the archive material is stored on 1 

main computer, one laptop computer and also on the cloud.   For 
the data to be lost, something has to happen to all 3 at the same 
time.

Activities for 2015
•	 Identify those items that need to be sent to the Archive commit-

tee for storage.
•	 After acquiring several old issues of Terrier Type, scan the photos, 

index and store so everyone can have access.
•	 Work with ATCA members and acquire their photos of past Auss-

ies for preservation for future generations.
•	 Start re-organizing the photo section of the archives for easier 

retrieval.

Awards Committee
 – Barb Curtis, Thalia Rott, Susan Saulvester

The Henderson Awards for Obedience which are privately funded 
were reinstated in 2013 for presentation in 2014.  There were two 
recipients for 2013.  We have already received title paperwork for two 
competitors for 2014 awards. Henderson Awards coincide with the 
calendar year for presentation at the following Specialty.  The actual 
award is $50 and a certificate.

The Versatility Award Guidelines were reviewed and reapproved by 
the Board in 2014. There were  2 members who qualified for the VA 
and 4 for the Versatility Excellent Award in 2014.  There have already 
been members who have submitted their title paperwork for the 
VA which will next be awarded at the 9-15 Specialty.   The VA and VX 
Awards are not limited by calendar year but members are encouraged 
to apply at any time that their dog meets the requirements.  The actual 
award is an individual plaque.

There were 6 members who requested a plaque for an AKC title in 
2013.

Guidelines for all Club Awards are on the Members section of the web 
site.  They also appeared in their entirety in Issue #3 of the 2014 Talk-
about.  A reminder to members to apply will appear in Issue 1 of 2015.

Three more breed first were recorded in 2014:

Advanced Canine Good Citizen
Benayr R Walkabout Wally CDX RE NAP NJP CGCA                            
Ruth McCaulley

Endurance Earthdog 4
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX, MXJ ME EE4            
Heather Rife

Therapy Dog Excellent
Wismiss August Moon Rose BN RA THDX CGC                                     
Eileen Wittfelt

Cost of awards presented in 2014 was approx. $256

2015 Budget:   $15 per plaque needed

Other Awards for members                              
ROM   -  Mike and Kendall Liga
AKC Good Sportsmanship Award   - Alexa Samarotto
Breeders Certificates- presented at each National Specialty
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Health Committee – Teresa Schreeder, Chair

In the last year, the Health Committee has been bringing health issues 
and concerns to the forefront of the membership’s awareness includ-
ing the following:

Completed Projects:
•	 The Health Survey is completed and will be online in 2015. If you 

are on Breeder Referral, you will need to send your email at the 
end of the survey to receive credit.  All dogs in the household 
should be included.  

•	 OFA eye clinic is scheduled for Wednesday evening, September 9, 
2015 before the Chattanooga National Specialty.  Confirmed pre-
registration will be sent out 3 months prior to the event.  There 
will also be same day sign-up.   

Ongoing Projects: 
Establish CHIC Guidelines for:
•	 Patella luxation 
•	 CERF/OFA every 2 years,
•	 Thyroid test every 3 years 

Health will work with Breeder Referral to implement these guidelines:  
•	 Attend the Canine Health Conference in St Louis on August 6-9, 

2015.  Any member may request to attend, but if approved, will 
be required to write an article for the Talkabout.   

•	 Continue participation in the AusTTrust in conjunction with 
Education.  

•	 CHIC published quarterly $80 rebate was started for the first 100 
dogs that started/updated prior CHIC tests after 2010. Sixty-five 
(65) dogs have qualified for the rebates so far. 

•	 Published quarterly updates of the Longevity and Health Incident 
Reports and CHIC Report in the Talkabout.  

Canine Health Foundation ongoing research:  ATCA pays $200/
year as a club member. Donor fund supported these studies - $250/
study.   
•	 Study 01312 - Association mapping study of Legg-Calve-Perthes  

Disease. The study is still open but no updates at this time.  
•	 Study 01759 - Disrupting the Differentiation of Cancer Stem Cells  

to Prevent the Spread of Hemangiosarcoma. 
 
Health Goals for 2015:
•	 Grooming CD upgraded to include video portions – work in 

progress.
•	 Research the feasibility of supporting a Vet School scholarship 

$250-500/year offered by the club to 1 or more schools.  Students 
must apply for the funds annually.

•	 Work with AusTTrust to develop a plan for fundraising for Austra-
lian Terrier Health.

•	 Encourage all members and non-members to support health 
through online survey, blood samples or CHIC.

•	 Continue to answer Health questions from the ATCA Website 
within the Committee’s scope of knowledge.

•	 Susan Saulvester has joined the Health Committee and will 
be working with Julie Seaton on Health related articles for the 
Talkabout. 

AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award  
– Alexa Samarotto

For 2014, a Call for Nominations for this Award together with the AKC’s 
qualifications for Outstanding Sportsmanship and the ATCA’s initial 
procedures were published as required in the Talkabout. The winner 
for 2014, announced at the ATCA Annual Banquet was Darlene Evans.  
The AKC has left the structure of the program up to each individual 
club to decide its own process and criteria.  The ATCA Board has voted 
to modify our program to call for the members themselves to not only 
nominate the candidates but also to vote for the winner in 2015.
•	 Nominees must have abided by the AKC Sportsman Code of  

Ethics in all cases.
•	 A call for nominations should appear in at least two issues of the 

Talkabout.
•	 Nominations will be received from any member in good stand-

ing of the ATCA and AKC and can  be received for any member in 
good standing of the ATCA and AKC.

•	 Nominations will be received in writing. Nominators are encour-
aged to write a brief blurb on why they feel their nominee should 
win.

•	 The ATCA members will vote for the winner by anonymous ballot. 
Each member will vote for one candidate to determine the win-
ner.

Nominations for the award should be forwarded to me at  
Samabelaus@aol.com or send me the nomination by mail.

Historian Committee  
– Carol Sazama

The Historian joined forces with the Judges Education Committee 
in 2014 to update Club and Breed history in the new JE Educational 
Power Point Slide Show.  The history of the breed’s introduction to 
America was expanded and detailed in the Presenter’s Notes.  The His-
torian presented the updated information and historical details and 
references as a featured presentation at the Members Education Day 
at the 2014 Specialty.  The new Judges and Members Education Power 
Point Presentation is available on the ATCAS Website to members and 
to judges aspiring to judge the Australian Terrier breed.

Legislative Liaison – Kerrie Bryan
January 1 – December 31, 2014
Insert Kerrie’s PDF report here.  

Member’s Education  
– Ann Roache, Carol Sazama 

The Committee organized Members Education Day 2014 preceding 
the annual Specialty Show.  

The educational program included a presentation on Parent Club 
Judges Education and Mentoring by AKC Staff Member, Susan Vroom.   
There was also a presentation of the new ATCA Judges Education 
Power Point Presentation by Jane Tenor, Chair, Judges Education, Ida 
Ellen Weinstock, Carol Sazama and Kerrie Bryan, Committee.  Club 
Historian Carol Sazama presented a new compilation of early Breed 
and Club History in the updated JE Power Point.  Co-Chair Ann Roache 
organized a Barn Hunt Demonstration and learning exercises for Club 
members.

In addition, the Program included a new initiative to develop a course 
of training for Breed Mentors for ATCA.  This initiative was organized 
by the Judges Education Committee.  
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National Specialty Planning 
– Ida Ellen Weinstock 

Robert Black, our National Specialty Judge for 2016, died unexpect-
edly in December 2014.  Very sadly, he had said he was thrilled to be 
asked to judge for us.  He will be missed.  Work is in progress to acquire 
judges for 2016 and 2017 from our list of approved judges.  

Julie Seaton, 2017 Specialty Chair, has requested a change of show 
site from Wisconsin to Purina Farms in Eureka, Missouri, June 1-5.  That 
request is currently before the Board.  

2018 Specialty site has not yet been set.  We are overdue for a Spe-
cialty on the East Coast.  Presentations for sites will be presented to 
the ATCA Board for consideration.  

Supported Entry, Awards of Merit & Mae Roo Trophies 
– Alexa Samarotto

The ATCA Supported Entry Trophy Committee has the responsibility 
of keeping and sending the ATCA Supported Entry Trophies to the 
Liaison for each supported entry approved by the Board through-
out the year, in a timely fashion, to be awarded to the Winners Dog 
and Winners Bitch, and highest-scoring Aussie in Obedience at each 
supported entry. There are trophies for Rally (Gift Certificates for the 
Aussie Store).

Previously, the Awards Committee ordered a new supply of pewter 
plates. These, in addition to donations of trophies previously won and 
the addition of the black and gold mugs, and ATCA Decorated brushes 
have enabled the supply to last until the end of this past year and part 
of 2015. We have located the source of some of our earlier ATCA Deco-
rated pewter trophies and will explore similar but cheaper alternatives. 
Or we can re-order either the plates or the brushes, which are cheaper 
to ship, as both are attractive and suitable, for the future.

There are sufficient Mae Roo Trophies for quite a few years.

We have located a source of Award of Merit trophies which are a very 
nice but cheaper duplicate of what we had and more can be ordered 
or an alternative source can be secured this year.

Trophies were supplied for Palm Springs, NCTA, Rio Grande, Great 
Western, the Colorado shows, and Montgomery Co. in 2014.

Trophies were mailed using Priority Mail boxes in the appropriate size 
box, which is the safest and most economical for this type of pack-
age. Estimated postage costs are less than $100 which have not been 
requested for reimbursement as the costs have been absorbed.

Judges’ Committee  
– Jane Tenor

The JEC focused its efforts in 2014 on updating the existing Judges 
Education Power Point and developing guidelines for approving men-
tors and presenters as requested by the ATCA Board. 

The guidelines developed and approved by the ATCA Board at It’s 
April 28, 2014 meeting include a process for becoming a mentor and/
or presenter and an ATCA Judges Education Mentors Corner.  The 
Mentors Corner will be conducted as an annual workshop for ATCA 
approved and aspiring Judges Education Mentors and Presenters.   
This annual workshop is the venue for the JEC to conduct training of 
club members interested in approval for ATCA JE Mentor or Presenter 
Status in the specialized activities required by the AKC and the ATCA 
for the education of judges.  Materials distributed by the Judges 
Education Committee and the American Kennel Club governing the 
approval of judges for additional breeds will be studied.  ATCA JEC 
materials and responsibilities will be reviewed and discussed, and the 
training of aspiring Mentors and Presenters will be carried out as set 
forth in the guidelines. This will include practice in the knowledge and 
eligibility requirements and skills deemed essential to the function of 
Parent Club- approved Breed Mentors and Presenters.  

The JEC committee worked for over 9 months on updating the Judges 
Education Power Point and developing the guidelines for the JE Men-
tor and Presenter Program.  The Power Point Presentation was sent 
to the presenters for input. Throughout the updating process I was in 
contact with the AKC Judges Department to ensure that the presen-
tation was on track with AKC.  Our committee had also contacted 
AKC seeking approval for use of their video footage, but we were 
unsuccessful.  I was advised that the virtual dog judging program 
mentioned to delegates was years in the future and it was doubtful if 
it would ever happen.  Thus, it is up to the breed clubs to get the video 
and photographs they need for their presentations.

Activity In 2014
The JEC addressed the questions of an Australian Terrier Judge, Mr. 
Richard Miller.  The board was sent a copy of the letter and JEC re-
ceived a response from Mr. Miller thanking JEC for their reply.
An ATCA Sanctioned Judges Education Seminar was offered at the 
National Specialty in Colorado on May 29, 2014 and Ringside Mentor-
ing at the National on Friday May 30, 2014.  There was one request 
for the ATCA JEC Seminar, but the attendee cancelled the week of the 
National due to surgery.  The mentor applicants asked to continue the 
Mentors Corner using the additional time scheduled for the seminar to 
review and discuss the standard using the updated JEC power point.  
The JEC also offered ringside mentoring to three AKC judges over the 
course of the shows.  Ringside mentoring was provided to participants 
of the Mentor’s Corner as well.  Mentor applicants had the opportunity 
for ringside mentoring the day of the specialty and the JEC continued 
the mentoring throughout the weekend of the national for those who 
had requested additional mentoring.   

The JEC approved and sent to the board for its approval the following 
applicants for mentor status: Kerrie Bryan, Pamela Levy, Jean Popovits, 
Teresa Schreeder and Eve Steele.
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Australian Terrier Rescue 
– Darlene Evans

President:  Darlene Evans                   Secretary:  Susan Saulvester
Treasurer:  Carole Larsen                    Board:  Angie Bly, Barb Curtis, Julie 
Seaton

At the start of 2015 ATR looks ahead to the joys and challenges of 
helping Aussies in need.  Aussie Rescue continues to serve as a valu-
able resource for people who must surrender their pets for financial, 
medical, or other personal reasons. ATR depends upon its partnership 
with ATCA, its members, and our volunteers to be able to help dogs.
The annual meeting of ATR was held during the Colorado Specialty 
weekend in May, 2014.  Current officers were reelected and Julie 
Seaton has been added to the Board.  Our Corporate Charter with the 
State of Arizona is current, our IRS forms were properly submitted in 
2014, and our liability insurance policy is current.
Information

During 2014 ATR has received and adopted 6 dogs.  There have been 
several other assists where we put a prospective owner in touch with a 
dog that is available resulting in adoptions of Aussies from pet owners 
and other legitimate rescue groups.  ATR is working with 3 dogs in 
2015 at the time of this report.  ATR works closely with Yorkie Rescue, 
Cairn Rescue, and Silky Rescue as our breeds are often misidentified.  
We monitor Petfinders, AdoptAPet, RescueMe, and Craig’s List.

The ATR web site generated 66,219 hits between January 1, 2014 and 
December 31, 2014.

ATR established a Facebook page in 2010 and now has over 700 
“friends”.  Many dogs in need not in foster care with ATR get posted 
there by “friends”.

The cost incurred by each rescue dog is increasing as most dogs are 
older and require more vet care before placement.  The cost can easily 
run $500 up for routine vet care, spay/neuter and heartworm test and 
sometimes a dental.  ATR has had several instances of dogs that we 
could not help—those that are diabetic and seniors and special needs 
dogs  have a hard time finding new homes

ATR affirms its policy of not accepting or adopting out any known ag-
gressive dog or any dog with a history of a human bite.
When a non-member inquires about adoption and gives the reason as 
the recent death of their previous Aussie, this information is sent on 
the Health Committee, thus giving more statistics from pet owners on 
health issues in our breed.

ATR welcomes the involvement of more members with fostering and 
with transport so that more dogs can be helped.  We invite the Board 
to visits our web site www.australianterrierrescue.org and view our 
Face Book page and become a “friend”.

Legislative Liaison 
– Kerrie Bryan

The Legislative Committee has the mission of informing members of 
current legislation that may affect dog owners and advise them of ac-
tion that may be taken.  
•	 The Legislative Button on the ATCA website is updated monthly.  

This button links to the AKC Taking Command Bulletins and is 
updated monthly.  

•	 Copies of TAKING COMMAND are sent to ATCA members via 
email.

•	 The Legislative Liaison coordinates any response to Legislation by 
the ATCA Board.  

Talkabout 
– Julie Seaton

We have as of 1-1-2015, 475 people receive the Talkabout quarterly.

In 2013, we had 413 people that received the Talkabout, so we have an 
increase of 62 people receiving our publication from 2013 to 2014.

Breakdown:
•	 Judges – 239
•	 ATCA members – 173 (email)
•	 ATCA members – 32 (hardcopy)
•	 New Aussie Owners – 42
•	 Online non-member subscriptions – 16

As of 1-1-2015, advertising starts in the magazine and non-members 
can receive the Talkabout by hardcopy as well. I hope this encourages 
more people to sign up for the magazine!

Aussie Store  
– Susan Saulvester, Storekeeper

The Store continues to generate a small profit for the Club.  The 
Grooming CD’s continue to sell well and I understand the CD may be 
updated to a new format soon. Most sales are now coming via Pay 
Pal.  The Store handled the mailing of the 2015 calendars, which are 
essentially sold out.

When the Store first began, we had a corner on the Aussie market, 
as there was no Amazon.com, no eBay, no Café Press or web sites for 
breed specific merchandise.  Over the years the ATCA store has had 
to compete with on line retailers while we have a modest budget for 
inventory and limited storage for the same.  I would appreciate some 
feedback from the Board on how to best keep our small advantage of 
offering breed information that only ATCA can provide to the general 
public. I would also appreciate direction to any drop and ship vendors 
that we might work with or new items.

Income for the last fiscal year:  Please check with the Treasurer
Budget for 2015:  $150 for reprinting as needed

Webmaster 
– Kerrie Bryan

Website:  The website MUST be updated so that it can be read by 
smart phones, tablets and touch devices.  Also the website has been 
added to over many years and is in need of a total overhaul and 
streamlining.  

To this end, I am beginning the laborious task of starting from scratch 
on Dreamweaver.  We should have a current, streamlined website up 
in a few months.  

Member Notices:  Notices to members were sent on a frequent and 
timely basis to all members by email.  Mass mailings were sent to 
individual members to safeguard members’ privacy.  

Facebook is administered by Sandra Weigle and she will report this in 
her Public Education Report.

Web Usage:  Raw statistics totals for the Year 2014 showed 30,006 
Unique Visitors; 51,677 Number of Visits; 136,292 Pages visited; and 
1,106,597 Hits. Of most interest is that Breeder Referral had almost 
three times the number of hits of any other page except the Home 
Page.  
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AKC Gazette 
– Grace Cartwright

Articles sent to AKC Gazette during 2014 to be published in May 2014- 
Feb 2015 were:

May 2014 – Form Follows Function

August 2014-  Volunteer

November 2014 - Australian Terrier as a therapy Dog  
by guest columnist Eileen Wittfelt      

February 2015-  Addison’s Disease- Early Recognition is Critical!
By guest columnists  Caren Holtby and Sherrill Yates

All articles since I started writing them in November 2007 have been 
sent to:

Darlene Evans, Archive committee chairman, to be kept in the elec-
tronic archives; Kerrie Bryan, Web Master, to be published on the web
and Julie Seaton, Talkabout Editor, to be published in the Talkabout

I am always looking for new material to write about.  If anyone has any 
ideas for an article or would like to serve as guest columnist please let 
me know!

Invitation for Articles for AKC Gazette Breed Column 
 
Members  of  the  Australian  Terrier  Club  of  America are an inter-
esting  group  of people with one common goal: To preserve and 
promote the Australian Terrier. I feel, given the chance, a number of 
our members will be able to come up with interesting, relevant articles 
to contribute to our quarterly breed column in the AKC Gazette. There-
fore, as the AKC Gazette Australian Terrier breed columnist I invite our 
members to submit their articles to me for consideration. The best ar-
ticles will be chosen for publication in the Talkabout and in an issue of 
the AKC Gazette that carries the terrier breed columns with the author 
listed as the “guest columnist”. 
 
Each article can be no more than 550 words long. There will be no 
limit on how many a single member can submit but each topic must 
be relevant to the Australian Terrier. There is also no time limit as this is 
to be an ongoing invitation. Care should be taken when mentioning a 
person or dog by name as the articles should be of more general inter-
est to our membership as a whole and is not to be used as advertising 
purposes in any way, shape or form. Also, the articles should not be 
written in the dog’s perspective (ie. as if he is the author). All decisions 
to publish, with editing if necessary, or not publish a submitted article 
are based solely on the discretion  of  the  breed  columnist  based  on  
appropriateness  of  the  article  and available space.  
 
Examples  of  previous columns can be viewed on the ATCA webpage   
at: www.australianterrier.org/gazette.html  
 
Please submit articles or direct questions to: 
 
Grace Cartwright 
AKC Gazette Australian Terrier Breed Columnist 
firewalkeraussies@gmail.com 

 

Public Education/Breed Referral 
– Sandra Weigle

Our Breeder Referral Directory online lists available puppies and dogs 
and expected litters.  It is a service to the public who are mainly look-
ing for a pet.  It has served both the public and our breeders well and 
will continue to do so.  

Our Breeders are encouraged to participate in CHIC and their partici-
pation is designated by the CHIC symbol next to the breeder’s listing 
on the website.  I continue to find it disappointing that only 56% of 
our breeders have participated in CHIC.  A two-tiered Breeder Direc-
tory will be instituted on the website effective January 2015.  The first 
tier will list the breeders who have participated in CHIC.  The second 
tier will list breeders who have not participated in CHIC.  

Our Facebook page continues to reach many thousands annually.  I 
would like to start a monthly FB promotion to drive people to our 
website/breeder directory/services.  

Meet The Breed continues to be our main Public Education outreach.  
In 2015 AKC is sponsoring Meet The Breed for one day at Westminster 
Kennel Club agility trials.  AKC is also starting a Meet The Breeds Show 
Guide which will feature breed clubs.  This guide will be in print and 
online with a link to our website.  

The AKC Flyer that is sent with new registrations was updated this last 
year.  All email and website references will remain the same no matter 
who holds the positions.   

Calendar 
 – Grace Cartwright, Darlene Evans, Susan Saulvester and 

Norma Rowley

The 2015 Calendar was completed and started shipping out in No-
vember 2014. 16 entries were received for the calendar cover contest. 
The picture “Aussies by a Nose”, submitted by Susan Jacobsen and 
taken by Dianne Potter, was chosen for the cover from this group of 
excellent entries. Three were chosen as runner-ups and four others 
were chosen as honorable mentions. Unfortunately a couple pictures, 
while excellent content and composition, were not of sufficient resolu-
tion to be printed at full-page size and could not be considered. 

Seven pictures were submitted for our memorial page allowing us to 
share in the love these Aussies enjoyed throughout their lives. 

The best pictures, 12 of 15 submitted by members, were selected for 
the paid monthly pages. These pictures were diverse in nature and 
provided a look at the beauty of the Australian Terrier. 

It is the hope of this chairman that, in addition to the beautiful pic-
tures of the Aussie, we will see more pictures for the 2016 Calendar of 
the Aussie enjoying barn hunt, rally, agility, tracking, weight pulling 
etc. 

205 calendars have been sold. Only 10 are left in inventory for sell.  We 
kept the price of the calendars at $17.95/calendar (less if more than 
one was purchased).
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q4 2014    
     

Animal                                                                               Date            New / Update    CHIC #               Reg #                        Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
CA-14yo Renal Failure
NC- 9yo DM 

LONGEVITY REPORT
CT- age unknown DM

Black Back Firefly
The Farm’s Spirit Quest
Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz

12/04/2014
10/10/2014
12/31/2014

UPDATE
NEW
NEW

86978
100651
102283

RN13068501
RN23430201
RN24285308

Pamela C. Levy
Sheila Dunn
Barbel Post    

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

Announcements:
Long time ATCA member Susan Saulvester has joined the Health Committee. 
She will be working with Julie Seaton to find Aussie Health related articles for the Newsletter.
If you have any ideas or articles to share please contact Susan at: auster@mindspring.com

Come one come all for the week in beautiful Tennessee and receive your free Eye Exam.!
On September 9, 2015 (Wednesday evening) during the week of the Chattanooga National Specialty there will be a 
FREE Eye Clinic held at the Hotel for all those people working on their CHIC requirements, or those interested in know-
ing how your dog’s eyes are doing.

We are excited to have Dr. Louis Laratta DMV,DA  available to do the clinic. 
If you have any questions please email Pete Schreeder pete128@earthlink.net
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Futurity FYI for 2015

STEP 1: Nominate your new moms or potential new moms and submit 
fees (Bitch Nomination form attached or on the ATCA website). $50

Once the puppies are born

STEP 2: Nominate the litter and submit fees (Litter Nomination form 
ATCA website). $25

Choose a National Specialty you want to show your new puppy at any 
time between 6 months and 24 months, Champion or not.

STEP 3: Puppy Nomination form and submit fees (Puppy Nomination 
form ATCA website). $10

STEP 4: LAST thing, enter your puppy at the National Specialty in an 
ADDITIONAL CLASS category for the futurity and submit the fee for 
the class to the superintendent.

The next generation of Australian Terriers will arrive 
in Chattanooga, TN September 2015

 forms are available on the ATCA website!



Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust”) 
Assisting the ATCA in its efforts to better the lives of Australian Terriers

What’s it all about anyway …… continued from Issue 4, 2014

Who is responsible for the AusTTrust and what do they do?

There are seven (7) Trustees on the AusTTrust,  All Trustees must be 
members in good standing of the Australian Terrier Club of America 
(ATCA).  

Two (2) Trustees are the Chair people of both the ATCA Health (Teresa 
Petie Schreeder) and Education (Sandra Weigle) committees.  

Two (2) Trustees (Kerrie Bryan & Marilyn Harban) appointed by Janu-
ary 15 each year by the ATCA Board, these Trustees will serve for the 
length of their ATCA Board position. 

Two (2) are ATCA Members-at-large elected from the ATCA member-
ship by the membership (Jeanne Popovits & Caren Holtby). 

One (1) Treasurer, (Kreg Hill) elected from the ATCA Membership as a 
Trustee.  The Trustees have elected Kreg Hill as Chairman and Marilyn 
Harban as Secretary. 

The Trustees are not compensated for their work, but may be reim-
bursed for any expenses authorized by the Trustees.

The Annual General Meeting is held in conjunction with the ATCA 
National Specialty Show when possible. A quorum is a simple majority 
of the whole.

The Treasurer will post an Annual Report in the club newsletter each 
year. 

The main responsibility of the Trustees of the AusTTrust is to 
solicit funds and donations for health and education  

purposes to benefit the Australian Terrier breed.

The “AusTTrust” is a 501c3 tax-deductible trust focused on promoting 
health and education for the benefit of the Australian Terrier breed. 

 

AusTTrust - Donation Form 

Donations to the AusTTrust identifies and defines you as a con-
cerned supporter who understands that health and education are 
so very important to our breed. 
 
PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Trust will be to promote the welfare of the 
Australian Terrier breed and will be accomplished by, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 

 Support canine medical research with an emphasis on 
health issues that affect Australian Terriers. 

 

 Promote education on the proper care, treatment, breeding, 
health, development and training of Australian Terriers, 
and foster and promote the public's knowledge and appre-
ciation of dogs in general and Australian Terriers in 
particular. 

 

Every donation is tax deductible as allowed by law since the 
trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization. 
The AusTTrust is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees. 
Contact Kreg Hill, Chairman of the AusTTrust, if you have any 
questions. (505) 450-3400/kreg@kreghill.com. 
 
Name _____________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip _______________________________  
 
Phone ____________ Email ____________________  

 
 With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend 

of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 
2014 you will also receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future 
annual donation you will receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

 Donation in Honor/Memory of __________________  
 

 Planned Giving 
 
 Please mail to: ATCA for the AusTTrust 

 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
Or PayPal on the ATCA Website 

http://www.australianterrier.org/DONATE.html  

 

 

 

 

AusTTrust - Donation Form 

Donations to the AusTTrust identifies and defines you as a con-
cerned supporter who understands that health and education are 
so very important to our breed. 
 
PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Trust will be to promote the welfare of the 
Australian Terrier breed and will be accomplished by, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 

 Support canine medical research with an emphasis on 
health issues that affect Australian Terriers. 

 

 Promote education on the proper care, treatment, breeding, 
health, development and training of Australian Terriers, 
and foster and promote the public's knowledge and appre-
ciation of dogs in general and Australian Terriers in 
particular. 

 

Every donation is tax deductible as allowed by law since the 
trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization. 
The AusTTrust is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees. 
Contact Kreg Hill, Chairman of the AusTTrust, if you have any 
questions. (505) 450-3400/kreg@kreghill.com. 
 
Name  ____________________________________  
 
Address ___________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip ______________________________  
 
Phone ____________ Email ____________________  

 
 With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend 

of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 
2014 you will also receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future 
annual donation you will receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

 Donation in Honor/Memory of _________________  
 

 Planned Giving 
 
 Please mail to:  ATCA for the AusTTrust 

 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
Or PayPal on the ATCA Website 

http://www.australianterrier.org/DONATE.html 
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Fill out Funding Request Form @ www.australianterrier.org 
Or contact:  Marilyn Harban, Secretary of the AusTTrust  6675 Sawtooth Dr.,  
Ooltewah, TN  37363-5865 or dreamtimeaussies@comcast.net 

The request will be forwarded to the President of the ATCA 
and the Chairman of the AusTTrust 

 Funding Request Form - Australian Terrier Trust 
The allocation of funds from the AusTTrust may be requested 

from the Heath and Education Committees or any member of the 
Australian Terrier Club of America. 

Donations to the Australian Terrier Trust    

Below is a list of Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust”) Contributors. The Trust would like to thank all of our donors for their 
continued support of the Trust. Donation letters will be sent at the time of the donation to the donor. Group donations will be 
acknowledged individually only if the appropriate amount and address information is included for each donor. Please type or 
print all donor names clearly when making your donations.

Our heartfelt thanks for the generous bequest from the Estate of Nedra and Jerry Adams, of “Jana Australian Terriers”. Through this  legacy , Nedra 
and Jerry will be remembered as the  great Friends of Aussies they always were.  Their bequest  gave the AusTTrust the early foundation to grow 
its support  for  Health and Education programs.

A Special thanks to the Founders of “Friends of the Aussies” who contributed to our annual fundraiser throughout the year helping to continue to build 
the foundations for the support of Health and Education for the Australian Terrier. Founders of the “Friends of Aussies” donated $100 or more each.

•	 Kelly J Martens
•	 Celeste Platte
•	 Jeanne Popovits
•	 Barbel E Post
•	 Ann Roache, In Memory of Roachan’s 

Lakeside Party
•	 Alexa Samarotto
•	 Teresa Schreeder, in Memory of GCH  

Ryba’s Licensed to Shop at Redsky  
(Fendi); in memory of Peabody, a  
wonderful little boy, he will be 
missed; in memory of Portia & Vita.

•	 Julie Seaton
•	 Debby Sharp
•	 Anne Simmons in memory of Esther  

Krom
•	 Susan Stoller, in Honor Jeannine  

Harrington
•	 Elaine Strid, in honor of GCH Ryba’s  

Licensed to Shop & Grandmother of  
2014 Specialty Winner Redhawk La 
Vida Dolce

•	 Nancy L Webb-Tibbett

•	 Sue Bachman 
•	 Angie Cross Bly, Audrey, Wally, Ripley
•	 Kerrie M Bryan
•	 Eva Campbell, in Memory Portia
•	 William I Christiansen
•	 Sherry Cooper
•	 Copperstate Australian Terrier Club
•	 Tere Cruz
•	 Eileen Cummings
•	 Linda DeMartine, in Memory Vida & 

Findi
•	 Darlene Evans
•	 Rita M Farmer 
•	 Susan Gersin
•	 Alan Hannebauer
•	 Marilyn Harban
•	 Kreg B Hill
•	 Caren Holtby 
•	 Diane Kroeze
•	 Evelyn S Lang
•	 Connie Lee
•	 Pamela Clavette Levy, in Honor of Tom 

& Judy Stallings; and in Honor of Indy
•	 Sandra Weigle
•	 Sherrill Yates
•	 Patricia Zupan 

The AusTTrust would like to extend 
their gratitude to the many who have 

contributed to the Health and 
Education Trust in 2014.

•	 Diane Cahill
•	 Peter Gelles
•	 Robin Howard
•	 Michael R. Manderfeld
•	 Anne Mitchell
•	 Judtih Ruggles
•	 Linda Scanlon
•	 Eve Steele
•	 Lisa Violette
•	 Ida Ellen Weinstock
•	 Harold Wilcox
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So I had a “unique thing” happen with another breeder. I say “unique,” 
because I am sure everyone is used to hearing “breeder horror stories”--
she did that, he did this, this one is no good, etc., etc....
 
There was an Aussie that needed a home. The owners had to surren-
der the dog due to unexpected circumstances, so they contacted me.  
This was the norm, as quite often, people never think to contact their 
breeder, but go directly to rescue.  I asked the appropriate questions 
and in the process, the name of the breeder came up. I got in touch with 
the dog’s breeder and together, we found it a wonderful new home.
 
Now, what is so unique about that? It is actually done all the time with 
our breed to some extent or another.
 
What is unique is that on a personal level, this breeder and I are not 
what you might call “friends.”  The point here is that we put our per-
sonal feelings aside for the good of the dog involved.  However we feel 
about each other, we can still respect each other as breeders. It is not 
about us. It is about THE DOGS! 

As breeders, we can and should put our differences aside and do the 
right thing for the breed that we all love. 

I can only hope that others do the same. Public opinion nowadays is 
turning against dog breeders, so we all need to work together to show 
people that we are all together for the same purpose, the dog.
 
Nobody can make us like each other, but bear in mind that “like” and 
“respect” are two entirely different things. Think instead about giving 
others their due as responsible breeders. The more we work together, 
the better off we and our dogs will be in the long run. 

The future of us as breeders and our dogs depends on it.
 

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor

etter from the EditorL
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I also owns the Top Colored Bull Terrier in the U.S. in 2009, the Best In 
Show winning CH. Black Shark De Rocabull, and I own the current Top 
Winning male Colored Bull Terrier, CH Glentoms Dirty Harry.

My American Staffordshire Terrier bitch, CH. Red Warrior Geneva, is 
America’s Top Winning female for 2014,

In 2012 I developed an interest in Australian Terriers. I found Julie 
Seaton of Temora Australian Terriers. I currently own the Top Winning 
Australian Terrier in England in 2014, Am & Eng. GCH. Temora Ri Diercc,  
AKA Mac.  Mac was also Best Of Breed at Westminster 2013, Best of 
Breed at Eukanuba in 2012 and 2013 and the National Specialty win-
ner in 2013 in the U.S.

I also own the up and coming Australian Terrier - GCH CH Temora Say 
It With Bacon, AKA Bacon. 
How can you NOT own a dog named Bacon?!

I am the past President of the national breed club, The Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier Club of America and its former AKC Delegate. I am also a 
member and past Board member of numerous breed and all-breed 
organizations, including the Dog Judges Association of America. I am 
the current AKC Delegate for the Hawaiian Kennel Club.
 

I have been involved 
in purebred dogs since 
1973, having originally 
owned an AKC registered 
Bulldog and Keeshond 
as a young child. The first 
dog I ever exhibited was 
a Keeshond in 1973. In 
1975, I became involved 
with the Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier, the year the AKC 
granted full recognition 

to the breed in America. For almost 40 years I have been involved in 
every aspect of the sport; from breeding and exhibiting to judging.

My first Staffordshire Bull Terrier Champion was Eng.CH Reetuns Lord 
Jim, who was Top Stafford in the U.S. in 1978 & 1979 and Top Stud Dog 
in 1980. To date “Lord Jim” is the only Stafford in history to have been 
the Top Stafford In the UK (1974) and any other country in the world. 
He was also the first Stafford to ever win a Terrier Group in the U.S. 
(1979).
 
I was approved by the AKC to judge  Staffordshire Bull Terriers in 1985, 
at the age of 22, and I am one of only four breeder-judges in the U.S. 
I am now approved for eight (8) breeds in the Terrier Group including 
American Staffordshire Terriers, Australian Terriers, Border Terriers, Bull 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers and Smooth Fox 
Terriers.
 
I have also judged Championship shows throughout the world, includ-
ing England, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Fin-
land, Hungary, Sweden, Spain, Italy and France; I have judged National 
Specialty shows in four countries as well, and I am one of only two U.S. 
judges to judge at the World Show in Salzburg, Austria in 2012.
 
Since the 1970’s my dogs have won hundreds of Groups & Group 
placements, including over 50 All Breed Championship Best In Shows 
as well as multiple National and Regional Specialties. In addition to my 
breed record holding Staffordshire Bull Terriers & American Stafford-
shire Terriers, I have also owned many Top Winning dogs, including a 
Multiple Best In Show winning Irish Water Spaniel, the Top Neapolitan 
Mastiff in the U.S. in 2007, the Top Miniature Bull Terrier in the U.S. in 
2006, and several Champion Black & Tan Coonhounds & Australian Ter-
riers. I am also the owner of the Top Winning Tibetan Mastiff of all time.
 
My Staffordshire Bull Terrier, CH. Cumhil Hell Raiser, is the Top Winning 
Stafford in U.S. breed history. My Staffordshire Bull Terrier, BIS GCH. 
Angranian Derry Mucker, is the also the Top Winning Black brindle 
Stafford male in U.S. Breed History and was #1 Stafford in the U.S. for 
2010 & 2011.
 

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the owner of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our cover was reserved by Zane Smith, a member of the ATCA since  2013 
Thank you for sharing with us!
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UK/AM BISS GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc

Mac was destined for greatness from the day he was born. He had that 
look that dared you to not pick him, even as a puppy.

He started winning from the classes Best of Breed and had several 
group placements before he was 12 months old. He was Best Bred-by 
dog and Winners Dog at the 2010 National in Rapid City SD under 
Michelle Billings. His career took off in 2013 when Zane Smith took 
an interest in him and hired Kellie Dahlberg to present him.

Mac’s Significant Wins in 2013 in the USA:
Best of Breed Eukanuba  2012 under Mareth Kipp
Reserve Best in Show at Lakeland Winter Haven Kennel Club  
– the first Australian Terrier to achieve this!
Best of Breed at the 2013 National Specialty under Jon Cole
Best of Breed Westminster 2013 under Merle Taylor
Best of Breed Eukanuba 2013 under Beth Sweigert

Mac then traveled to the UK in 2014 with Geoff Corish presenting 
him and Sheila Stoddart keeping him in condition and happy!

10 Challenge Certificate’s (CC) are offered in the United Kingdom 
for Australian Terriers.  Mac was in 8 of the 10 shows, he won 6 CC’s, 
completing his UK Championship after the first 3!

He also won numerous group placements and was the #1 Australian 
Terrier in the UK for 2014. Thank you to the judges for the comments 
and awards on this vibrant dog and to his fans and supporters! 

Here is hoping for a fun and successful 2015 in the United Kingdom 
for Mac and everyone involved. 

Owned by Zane SmithOwned by Zane Smith

Conditioned by Sheila Stoddart
Presented by Geoff Corish
Bred by Julie M Seaton

Cover Story......



What steps did you take to enter your first show? 

I went to conformation class every 
week for about 20 sessions before 
I entered my first show.  I had 
to learn to walk her with my left 
hand, and not to touch her topline.  
It was hard to get her on the table 
because I wasn’t tall enough.  I 
did a ‘B’ match to practice, and did 
pretty good.  After that, I felt confi-
dent so we entered our first show 
in Woodstock IL.  I wanted first 
place so bad!  I took 3rd in juniors 
the first day, and then 1st the next 
day.  I was so happy!  I couldn’t 
wait to show again!  I felt I finally 
‘got it’, but wanted to improve to 
keep winning.

What are your thoughts now that you’ve done a few shows?  

I’ve done about 24 shows so far.  I started in the Novice Junior class, 
and have now moved into Open Juniors.  I got 5 wins last year, so I 
qualified to attend Eukanuba this past December.  I feel good about 
handling my own dog and would like to try and handle other Aussies.  
I think I would have to build a relationship with the dog first, though.  
Once my dog got off her leash in the ring, but I took care of it and I 
think I can do anything now.  I would like to show an Australian Kelpie, 
as well as Cairn, Scotties, and Westies besides other Aussies.  I like the 
terrier personality.

What are your goals for yourself in Junior Showmanship and 
beyond? 

 I want to move into the Master Class.  It takes 10 wins in Open Junior 
to do that.  I want to keep practicing, showing, and do more confor-
mation classes to learn new things.  I am trying hard to get my dog her 
Championship in breed too.  I eventually want to start a pet-care and 
dog-walking business.  I would love to do Barn Hunt and Agility with 
an Aussie, as they are perfect for those two activities!  I have stage 
fright, but would still like to go to Eukanuba when I qualify again.  

What could the ATCA members do to help you meet your 
goals? 

Encourage me when I’m at a show, and help me learn more.  The mem-
bers I met at the specialty in Colorado were so nice to me already!

Any last thoughts?  

Aussies are great!  They are wonderful to work with, and it gets better 
as you go along.  Once you earn their loyalty, it stays.  They are smart 
and intelligent, and love to play games.  The reward as a Junior is that 
you get all the prizes too!

I am pleased to introduce our new feature column which is designed 
to introduce the younger handlers who are either currently showing or 
previously showed Aussies.  I am always looking to connect with juniors 
(current and past) who are out there, so please feel free to invite them to 
contact me at:  luciandhenrysmom@gmail.com.  Enjoy!          --Mary Ellis

Tell the ATCA members something about yourself and what 
you enjoy doing.   

My name is Luci Ellis, I am 10 
years old and in the 5th grade.  I 
have a 2 ½ year old Aussie named 
“Bounce”, and have been show-
ing her for close to 2 years now.  
I love animals and the outdoors.  
My favorite animals are tigers, 
horses, and dogs.  My parents 
said I couldn’t have a tiger or a 
horse, so we got a dog.  They are 
‘man’s best friends’, but they love 
kids too.

What is it about dogs and Aussies is particular, that you like? 

 Well, originally I wanted an Australian Kelpie but we couldn’t find 
one.  Then our family watched “Dogs 101” on Animal Planet to learn 
about what breeds were out there, and how to choose one.  We 
wanted a good family dog, and as we started looking, we came across 
the Australian Terrier.  The breed was perfect for us!  It was said to be 
playful, wanted to have fun, and was good around kids.  I searched 
the internet and found the AKC website which directed us to the ATCA 
and breeders in our area.  

How did you first become interested in showing your Aussie? 
 
 I didn’t even know what dog showing was!  Our breeder suggested 
it might be something I would enjoy doing, given that I love animals 
so much.  So my mom and I went to watch a show and thought it was 
awesome!  I left knowing it was something I could do.  I liked how 

the kids in the ring connected 
and bonded with their dogs.  
The grooming part is still hard 
and mostly my mom grooms 
her.  We talked to some of the 
juniors at the kennel club and 
they encouraged me to try 
showing.  I wondered how 
long would I have to train, how 
I could get to be as good as 
they were, and how do they 
make their dogs behave.  Next, 
we started in conformation 
class at our local kennel club 
and got a lot of help from the 
instructors there.  I enjoyed 
doing it.

The Next Generation....
Juniors are important to the future of the sport of dogs and responsible dog ownership, and the more they learn, the more valuable 
they become. We felt it is important to showcase our Juniors  here and around the world. To help in that endeavor, we are starting a 
new series hosted by Mary Ellis, the mother of one of our Juniors here in the USA!
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           

Forequarters-  Shoulders - long blades, well laid back with only slight space between the shoulder blades at the 
withers. The length of the upper arm is comparable to the length of the shoulder blade. The angle between the 
shoulder and the upper arm is 90 degrees. 
Faults: straight, loose and loaded shoulders.

This issue we will focus on: 
                                                FOREQUARTERS

Incorrect 
Straight shoulder 

forming much greater 
than 90° angle with 

upper arm of shorter 
length. Note resultant 

lack of body in 
front of forelegs.

Correct 
Clean shoulders, straight 

front legs

Incorrect 
Loaded shoulders 
(bulging muscles)

Correct
Shoulder of proper length and layback, forming 90° angle with 

upper arm which is of equal length

Incorrect 
Low set shoulders, wide 
space between them at 

withers

SHOULDER BLADE
              (SCAPULA)

POINT OF SHOULDER

UPPER ARM
(HUMERUS)

90° ANGLE
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Incorrect 
Out at the Elbow

CorrectElbows - Close to the Chest

Correct

ELBOWS 

Incorrect 
Too Narrow

FORELEGS - Straight, parallel when viewed from the front; the bone is round and medium in size.  
They should be set well under the body, with definite body overhang (keel) before them when viewed 
from the side.

Incorrect 
Too Wide

Incorrect 
Toeing Out

Incorrect 
Pigeon-Toed

Incorrect 
Legs too far forward, 

lack of keel

Correct
Legs well under body

Incorrect 
Fiddle front. Note  

elbows out, pasterns in, 
feet toeing out
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Occlusions And Malocclusions
Class I malocclusion, also called neutroclusion, occurs when there 
is neither an overbite nor an underbite but nevertheless some or all 
of the teeth are malpositioned.  There is a normal premolar/molar 
relationship, although there may be a slight shift in premolar orienta-
tion, such as 1/3 to 1/2 a tooth being in front of or behind its normal 
position. The lower posterior (cheek) teeth are directed in front of their 
counterparts, while the cusp tips point to the center of the opposing 
interproximal spaces.  This is the single most important malocclusion 
that serious breeders need to detect because it contains very subtle 
changes in the dental relationship. (Figure 3)

-Type 1: Anterior crossbite

-Type 2: Posterior crossbite

-Type 3: Facial (wide) cuspids

-Type 4: Lingual (base narrow) cuspids

-Type 5: Crowded or rotated teeth

Class II malocclusion, also termed distoclusion, brachygnathism, 
retrusive mandible, pig mouth, overjet, or overshot jaw, occurs when 
some or all of the upper jaw teeth are located markedly in front of 
their lower jaw counterparts (Figure 4).  The upper first premolar often 
will oppose the first lower premolar.

-Type 1: Short mandible (also known as mandibular brachygnathism, 
mandibular retrognathism, mandibular retrusion, wry bite)

-Type 2: Long maxilla (maxillary protrusion, maxillary prognathism, 
wry bite)

Class III malocclusion (mesioclusion, prognathism, protrusive 
mandible, or undershot jaw) occurs when some or all of the upper jaw 
teeth are markedly positioned behind the lower jaw counterparts (Fig-
ure 5).  The upper premolars are often situated behind their normal 
position, while the upper first premolar may oppose the lower second 
premolar. (Figure 5)

-Type 1: Long mandible (mandibular prognathism, mandibular protru-
sion, level bite, wry bite)

-Type 2: Short maxilla (brachycephalic, maxillary retrusion, maxillary 
retraction, level bite, unilateral wry bite)

Class IV occlusion occurs when part of the jaw is in front of and part 
in back of the opposing jaw.

Orthodontics is the science of monitoring and malocclusions (abnor-
mal spatial relationships). Orthodontic care in veterinary dentistry is 
not used solely for cosmetics but rather to provide a functional and 
pain-free mouth.

There are three basic anatomic categories of muzzle structures in 
dogs. Some breeds (Collie, Greyhound, Borzoi, Saluki, Whippet) have 
elongated facial profiles and are called dolichocephalics. On the other 
end of the spectrum are the brachycephalics (Pug, Boxer, Bulldog), 
which have flat facial profiles. The mesocephalics (Golden Retriever, 
Labrador Retriever, German Shepherd, Beagle) have medium- sized 
facial profiles.

The canine jaw enlarges in spurts, and each quadrant (right and 
left uppers and lowers) develops independently.  It is important to 
monitor each dog’s growth individually because malocclusions can 
develop suddenly (within days) or may quickly correct without need 
for intervention.

TYPES OF MALOCCLUSION

Malocclusions can develop as soon as the teeth erupt (deciduous or 
puppy malocclusion), once all the adult teeth have erupted (perma-
nent or adult malocclusion), or when there is a combination of decidu-
ous and permanent teeth involved in an abnormal bite (mixed maloc-
clusion).  Two additional types of malocclusion are also described:  
Dental malocclusion exists when the jaw bones are normal in size 
and relationship but the teeth are malpositioned; skeletal malocclu-
sion exists when the teeth are normal but the jaw bones are unequal.  
Most dental malocclusions are developmental, whereas most skeletal 
malocclusions are genetic.  Dental malocclusions are easier to treat 
than are skeletal ones.

Many terms are used to categorize malocclusions. The “Angle” (named 
after Dr. Angle) classification defines five main categories of dental 
relationships:

Class 0 is considered normal (Figure 1 & 2)

-Type 1: True normal

-Type 2: Variant normal

-Type 3: Normal class III (brachycephalic breeds)

               

by Jan Bellows, DVM

                       Figure 1                                                         Figure 2 

   Figure 3 - Anterior Crossbite

         Figure 4 - Short Lower Jaw                                   Figure 5



MALOCCLUSION EXAMINATION

There are six criteria commonly used for bite evaluation in mesoce-
phalic or dolichocephalic breeds:

Incisor relationship-The upper incisors should normally overlap the 
lower jaw incisors, and the inside surface of the upper incisors should 
barely touch the front surface of the lower incisors. A level bite is ac-
ceptable in some breeds.

Canine relationship-The lower canines should interdigitate in the 
interproximal space between the upper lateral incisors and upper 
canine teeth. There should be no contact between the lower canine 
and either upper tooth.

Premolar interdigitation-The cusps of the second lower premolars 
should point directly into the interproxi-
mal spaces between the first and second 
premolars. The third lower Premolars 
should point between the upper second 
and third premolars. The space between 
the upper and lower cusps should be 
level. The cusps of the upper fourth 
premolars should be lateral to the lower 
first molars. (Figure 6)

Lower fourth premolar relationship-The cusp of the lower fourth 
premolar should be centered between the upper third and fourth 
premolars.

Head symmetry-Perfect symmetry of the head, nasal cavity, and 
dentition is expected. A deviation in the growth to one side or the 
other is a sign of wry mouth.

Temporal mandibular joint angle-The coronoid process and 
the lower jaw should form a right angle. If this angle is less than 90 
degrees, there is a tendency for the jaw to be overshot; if the angle is 
greater than 90 degrees, there is a tendency for an undershot jaw.

MALOCCLUSION TERMINOLOGY

The following terms and phrases are used to describe dental abnor-
malities:

Anterior crossbite-A common malocclusion in which one or more 
of the upper incisors develop in a reverse scissors orientation. The 
premolar relationship should be normal. This condition can be caused 
by trauma from tug-of-war games, retained baby teeth, or impacted 
roots. It is not considered a genetic or inherited defect.

Posterior crossbite-One or more of the maxillary premolars or mo-
lars occlude inside the mandibular premolars or molars rather than in 
the normal position on the outside.  (Figure 7)

Displacement-A tooth’s crown and 
root have moved in the same direction 
to lodge in an abnormal position in the 
mouth. Mesial displacement occurs 
when a tooth is displaced toward the 
midline of the arch and distal displace-
ment when the tooth moves away from 
the midline of the arch. Lingual displace-
ment occurs when tooth movement is directed towards the tongue. 
Facial displacement describes movement of a tooth away from the 
tongue. 

Level bite-incisor teeth meet edge to edge or premolars meet cusp 
to cusp. A level bite is actually an expression of a class III malocclu-
sion. Even though this is an acceptable bite in some breeds, it can 
cause abnormal wear of the incisal (cutting) edge of opposing incisor 
teeth. The continual trauma that results from the incisal edges rubbing 
against each other can create inflam-
mation around the tooth roots. Level 
bites can predispose a dog to peri-
odontal disease and eventual tooth 
loss. (Figure 8)

Lingually displaced mandibular 
canine teeth (also called base narrow 
canines)-Usually occur when deciduous teeth are retained but can 
also develop when the lower jaw is shorter than the upper jaw. In this 
condition the lower canines frequently penetrate the upper palate. If 
left untreated, the condition can progress to form a permanent hole 
between the oral and nasal cavities. (Figure 9)

Open bite-An area in the mouth where a space is 
created by malocclusion. The teeth will not meet 
properly when the mouth is closed.

Overbite (vertical overlap)-The upper teeth verti-
cally extend over the lower teeth. What is commonly 
referred to as an overbite is really an overjet.

Overjet (horizontal overlap)-The upper teeth horizontally extend 
over the lower teeth. The upper premolars are displaced at least 25% 
further forward when compared with the lower premolars. An overjet 
malocclusion is never considered normal in any breed and is a genetic 
fault. The most commonly affected breeds are those with elongated 
muzzles (Collies, Shetland Sheepdogs, Dachshunds, and Borzoi).

Rotated tooth-One or more teeth may rotate on their long axis 
toward or away from the tongue.

Scissors bite (normal occlusion in doliochocephalic and mesoce-
phalic skull breeds)-Typified by lower incisors resting on the inside 
surface of the upper incisors. There is a smooth curve from canine to 
canine without misplaced or rotated teeth. The lower canines should 
lie exactly between the upper lateral incisors and upper canines 
without touching either. Premolar crown tips should point to a space 
between the crowns of the opposing premolars. A reverse scissors bite 
exists when the lower incisors are located in front of the upper inci-
sors. The lower canines and premolars will also be shifted forward.

Shortened tooth-The biting edge of the tooth has not reached 
normal height. Partial impaction is a common cause.

Underbite-Class III malocclusion. Some short-muzzled breeds (Boxer, 
Bulldog, Shih Tzu, Lhasa Apso) normally have an underbite; when it 
occurs in medium- or long-muzzled 
breeds, it is considered abnormal.

Wry mouth or wry bite-One side of 
the jaw grows differently than the other. 
Wry bites appear as triangular defects 
in the incisor area. Some of the incisors 
will meet their opposing counterparts 
while others will not. Wry bite is a severe, 
inherited defect. (Figure 10)

   Figure 6

   Figure 8

   Figure 9

   Figure 7
   Figure 10
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WHAT CAUSES MALOCCLUSIONS?

There are numerous genetic and nongenetic reasons for teeth to 
appear abnormally in the mouth.  About half of the malocclusions are 
developmental rather than genetic.

Genetic defects cause skeletal length abnormalities (overbite, un-
derbite, wry bite) and atypical tooth sizes. Various genes determine 
the shape, size, and exact location of each tooth as well as shape and 
size of the jaws. Defects affecting individual tooth direction may or 
may not be related to genetic inheritance. In the puppy the lower 
jaw grows forward faster than does the upper jaw. For a puppy to 
be mildly overshot at a young age is of minimal concern; in fact, it is 
preferable. By the time the dog reaches maturity, the bite will usually 
be normal.

It is believed that small animal genetic malocclusions are inherited as 
recessive traits with incomplete penetrance. This means that even ani-
mals that are homozygous for the recessive trait of malocclusion may 
not exhibit the defect and such deviations may not be seen in every 
generation. It takes at least five defect-free generations to ensure that 
a malocclusion has been eliminated from a certain line.

Congenital malocclusions can occur during pregnancy and the post-
natal period. Causes of congenital malocclusions include traumatic 
whelping, infectious diseases, glandular abnormalities, suckling 
habits, and trauma.

Many nongenetic developmental 
defects are the result of retained puppy 
(deciduous) teeth. When a retained 
puppy tooth remains in the same socket 
as a permanent tooth, the permanent 
tooth is forced out of its normal position. 
This is a common but treatable problem. 
Examples of malocclusions caused by 
retained puppy teeth include lingually or rostrally deviated canines 
and anterior crossbites. (Figure 11)

MALOCCLUSION REPAIR

Humans with poor dental appearance due to irregular teeth or 
discrepancies of upper and lower jaw position will suffer from social 
prejudice. The primary reason for treating malocclusions in humans 
is therefore cosmetic, although straightening teeth will help prevent 
periodontal disease. In dogs and cats, however, orthodontic correction 
is performed to enhance function and prevent disease. Poorly aligned 
teeth can traumatically impinge on gum tissues, causing damage and 
discomfort. Crooked and crowded teeth accumulate debris, which 
increase the likelihood of periodontal disease. (Figure 12)

Malocclusions can be cor-
rected at any age, but, as a 
rule, the younger the patient, 
the faster the alteration will 
be completed. Malocclusion 
repair can be divided into 
three general categories: 
preventative, interceptive, 
and corrective.

PREVENTATIVE ORTHODONTICS

Extraction of the baby canines and/or incisors before problems be-
come apparent can aid in pre- venting malocclusion. This is especially 
true in toy breeds (Yorkshire, Maltese, etc.), which have an increased 
likelihood of problems due to retained puppy teeth.

A common procedure performed by some breeders is to “trim” the 
puppy teeth in hopes that they will be shed early, thus preventing 
orthodontic problems. However, by cutting the tooth in half, nerve 
and blood supplies are exposed to the oral environment, which even-
tually causes infection and tooth loss. Additionally, this procedure is 
not recommended because it causes pain for the animal and, potential 
for infection that can affect adjoining adult teeth. To remove puppy 
teeth properly, the puppy is anesthetized and the entire tooth is care-
fully extracted under sterile conditions by a licensed veterinarian.

INTERCEPTIVE ORTHODONTICS

Interceptive orthodontics is employed when teeth begin erupting. 
Removal of baby incisors prior to their normal time of exfoliation may 
allow the permanent incisors to advance normally without interfer-
ence from the baby teeth. 

During development of the mouth, independent growth of both jaws 
may be affected by environmental or internal nongenetic factors. In 
breeds in which scissors bites are normal, the upper jaw may inter-
lock if the upper incisors become trapped behind the lower ones. 
Since puppies sleep most of the time with the jaw closed at rest, the 
lower jaw, which continues to grow at the same rate as the upper jaw, 
prevents independent growth. Using interceptive orthodontics, the 
interfering front teeth (varying from 2 canines to all 16 teeth) are ex-
tracted as soon as the problem is detected or, ideally, before the dog is 
4 months old. (Figure 13)

Interceptive orthodontics 
does not stimulate jaw 
growth but rather removes 
interference, allowing pre-
viously interlocked growth 
to catch up. Unfortunately, 
it will not cure a preexist-
ing genetic problem.

   Figure 11

Half of the 
malocclusions are 

developmental 
rather than genetic

   Figure 13

   Figure 12
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CORRECTIVE ORTHODONTICS

Corrective orthodontics refers to the controlled movement of malpo-
sitioned teeth and their attachment apparatus through bone. The best 
way to achieve this is through light, continuous force applied at least 
6 hours daily. Corrective orthodontics has active and retention phases. 
The active phase uses devices (appliances) to move teeth. Once the 
active phase is completed, retention is usually achieved by opposing 
teeth; however, a retainer device is sometimes employed.

Orthodontic appliances can be attached to one or more teeth to direct 
them into functional occlusion. Some appliances function by pulling 
abnormal teeth into normal location with elastics, buttons, hooks, and 
brackets. With the use of such appliances, teeth can usually be saved 
and returned to their normal 
anatomy (as opposed to ex-
traction or crown reduction).

Pet owners often apply 
elastic ligatures around 
the canines and incisors in 
hopes of moving teeth back 
into a normal occlusion. 
The uncontrolled, constant 
pressure of elastics around 
the gumline, however, may 
cause mobile teeth that move 
but usually will not remain in the desired location. Additionally, such 
teeth are often lost due to the resulting periodontal disease. Orth-
odontic care by a trained veterinarian spares the gingiva from direct 
ligature trauma

REPAIRING SPECIFIC ABNORMALITIES

Skeletal 
Skeletal malocclusions (overbite, underbite) are often treated by 
reducing the height of interfering teeth to decrease trauma to the 
gums. After reducing tooth height, protective medication is placed on 
the pulp and acrylic bonding is applied to seal and restore the tooth to 
normal function.

Anterior Crossbite and Level Bite
Anterior crossbites and level bites can be corrected with expansion 
de- vices placed on the palate behind the incisors or with a wire 
arch placed in front of the incisors with elastics to pull the affected 
incisor(s) into normal occlusion. Premolar relationship creating the 
malocclusion should be evaluated for genetic causes before therapy. 
If only the incisors are involved and all other occlusal parameters 
are normal, retained baby teeth or trauma are probable causes and 
therapy should be instituted (Figure 15).

 

Base Narrow Teeth
Base narrow deflection of the lower canine teeth can be repaired 
using inclined planes inserted on the hard palate between the upper 
canines. The deviated lower canine(s) moves slowly to a functional 
position after repeated contacts with the incline. The appliance should 
be made with a telescoping attachment to allow for the pup’s skull 
growth. (Figure 16)

Rostrally Displaced Canine 
Teeth

Rostrally displaced canine 
teeth are commonly corrected 
with power chains and direct 
bond brackets. To reposi-
tion teeth, removable lingual 
buttons are cemented to the 
canine, upper fourth premo-
lar, and first molar. An elastic 
chain is placed between the 
buttons. In time the canine is pulled back to normal occlusion.

AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB STANDARDS RELATING TO 
DENTAL CORRECTIONS

A dog is considered “changed in appearance by artificial means” if it 
has been subjected to any type of procedure that has the effect of 
obscuring, disguising, or eliminating any congenital or hereditary 
abnormality or any undesirable characteristic or that does anything to 
improve a dog’s natural appearance, temperament, bite, or gait.

Even procedures that are absolutely necessary to the health and 
comfort of a dog shall disqualify that dog from competition if the 
former had the incidental effect of changing or even improving the 
dog’s appearance, bite, or gait. Other kennel club standards should be 
consulted for variations.

DENTAL SPECIFICATION SUPPLIED BY THE AMERICAN 
KENNEL CLUB FOR THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER:

Australian Terrier-scissors bite with teeth of good size

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
Jan Bellows D.V.M. 
allpetsdental.com

   Figure 14

   Figure 15

   Figure 16
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Schedule of Events 
 

 Wed, Sept 12  Morning Board Meeting, Mentors Corner and Breed Presentation 
 

      Welcome Night, free Eye Clinic  
 

 Thursday: Education Day  Speaker Dr Carmen Battaglia  
      Late Afternoon and evening - Futurity (Marilyn Harban), Sweepstakes (Michael Koss),                       
 evening hospitality AusTTrust 
 

 Friday: Independent Specialty Day (Judge Linda More), ATCA Annual Meeting and  
      Banquet  
 

 Saturday and Sunday: All Breed shows in conjunction with the Chattanooga Kennel Club, 
 ATCA Supported Entry (Sat Judge Virginia Lyne) 

 ATCA Supported Entry (Sunday Judge Frank Washabaugh)  
 

  Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Obedience and Rally trials—Judges Jon and Carol Mett 
 
 Saturday and Sunday, CAT tests put on by the Greyhound Asssociation of North Georgia  

 

Our host hotel is the Chattanooga Choo Choo 
1400 Market Street, Chattanooga, TN 37402 

423-266-5000 or 800-872-2529 
Call and request the Australian Terrier Club block of rooms. (Group Code 1AUST5) 

Room Rate is $109.00 plus tax.  Limit of 6 dogs per room 
Pet Deposit, $50 per stay (non-refundable) 

 

More details to follow on the ATCA Website and in the Specialty Packet  
which will be sent in March. 

 

If we can answer any questions, please let us know. 
Marilyn Harban, 423-326-1859, DreamtimeAussies@comcast.net 

Sandra Weigle, 423-344-1952, MarbleArch@epbfi.com 

 

ALL ABOARD FOR  
CHATTANOOGA 

 

INDEPENDENT ATCA  
NATIONAL SPECIALTY 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2015 
 

CHATTANOOGA KC SHOWS 
Sept 12 & 13, 2015 

ALL-BREED OBEDIENCE/RALLY 
Sponsored by ATCA 

SEPTEMBER 11-13, 2015 



The findings appear in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association study, “Comparison of anamnestic responses to rabies 
vaccination in dogs and cats with current and out-of-date vaccination 
status.” It is the first study to present scientific data for animals with 
out-of-date rabies vaccinations.

Each year the U.S. has around 6,000 documented cases of rabies, 
mostly in raccoons, skunks, bats and foxes. The disease is usually fatal 
for animals. Pets with out-of-date vaccinations that are exposed to the 
rabies virus are required to either stay in observed quarantine for six 
months -- which can cost owners $5,000-$7,000 -- or to be euthanized.

“I get calls from a lot of people around the U.S. who are very sad be-
cause they had to euthanize their pet because they couldn’t afford the 
quarantine cost,” Moore said. “Even if an owner can afford the quaran-
tine, they cannot see their pet for six months.”

The study looked at 74 dogs and 33 cats with current and out-of-date 
rabies vaccinations. Most of the animals were one to two years out-
of-date on their vaccines. A smaller segment was three to four years 
out-of-date

Researchers studied the anamnestic antibody responses of the ani-
mals. They found that when an animal with an out-of-date vaccination 
was given a booster vaccination, the neutralizing antibodies in the 
animal’s blood rose, protecting the animal against exposure to the 
rabies virus.

“Basically once an animal has been vaccinated, they can receive a 
booster if they are exposed to the rabies virus,” Moore said. “Then their 
chances for surviving that virus are very, very good.”

The rabies booster is only effective if an animal has been given its 
initial rabies vaccination, Moore said.

While conducting trials, researches also found that some manufactur-
ers’ formulations for their one-year and three-year rabies vaccines 
were identical.

In addition to the medical benefits, Moore said the findings might 
help clarify and shape the current guidelines for pets that are exposed 
to the rabies virus.

“If you relate this to human health, humans are primed with an initial 
vaccination series and then have neutralizing antibodies checked from 
time to time,” Moore said. “If those antibodies fall below a certain level, 
we’re given a booster. While the vaccines are licensed for a certain 
number of years, the immune system doesn’t sync to a date on the 
calendar and shut down because it reached that particular date.”

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
http://www.sciencedaily.com

new study by Kansas State University veterinary diagnosticians 
finds that pets with out-of-date rabies vaccinations are very un-

likely to develop the fatal disease if given a rabies booster immediately 
after exposure to the virus.
   
The finding gives pet owners, veterinarians and public health officials 
new options when faced with the difficult situation of quarantining 
or even euthanizing a pet that has been exposed to the rabies virus, 
said Michael Moore, project manager of the Kansas State University 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.

“This has the potential to save a lot of pets’ lives,” Moore said. “Our 
hope is that now animals with an out-of-date vaccination status that 
are exposed to rabies will be allowed to be handled the same as dogs 
and cats with up-to-date vaccinations. They will be given a booster 
and a 45-day observation at home.

Moore conducted the study with Rolan Davis, reference diagnostician 
of the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab; Derek Mosier, professor of diagnostic 
medicine and pathobiology; Christopher Vahl, assistant professor of 
statistics; and colleagues at the Statistical Intelligence Group LLC and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Vet News
You Can Use...

A recent Kansas State University study in the Journal of the American  
Veterinary Medical Association is the first study to present scientific data 

for animals with out-of-date rabies vaccinations.  
Researchers say the findings have potential to save a lot of pets’ lives
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Temora Australian Terriers

Bred by Julie Seaton

Owned by Zane Smith

Presented by Jacqueline Johnson

2015 here we come....

Thank You William Rodriguez!
Thank You Claudia Seaberg!
Thank You Warner Cespedes!

Everything’s better with Bacon.....Multiple Group WinningMultiple Group Winning

GCH CH Temora Say It With BaconGCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
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Australian Terrier Rescue
Back in 1990 I was on the ATCA Board and got to know Nell Fox.  I knew 
she supported a Rescue effort.  I felt that it was time that ATCA stood 
behind Australian Terriers in need.  I brought it to the Board with Nell’s 
support.  

At that time ATCA did not have that much money and there was 
great concern that a rescue effort could drain our finances.  But after 
discussing the need the Board gave me approval to organize a rescue 
committee.  

Barbara Deer was President and without her support we would never 
have gotten off the ground.  ATCA gave Rescue $200 to get started.  
Because we are such a small breed club it was crucial that we remain 
part of ATCA because we truly needed everyone’s support.  

ATCA designated our Specialty silent auction proceeds for rescue 
and our membership was generous with donations. Our board was 
approved by ATCA and all were members of ATCA.  We were loosely 
organized with coordinators throughout the country.

Right out of the gate we almost did ourselves in.  A member learned of 
a puppy mill that wanted to get rid of all of their Aussies.  This meant 
that they would be purchased by another puppy mill.  She came to 
me with a plan.  She would give the impression of wanting to get into 
the puppy business by buying these Aussies.  We would have never 
considered this but the owner wanted to get rid of all her “stock” as she 
referred to her dogs.  The member put on a good act using the right 
language and she talked the price down as much as possible.  Now 
we had a bunch of dogs and needed money.  We put out a plea to the 
membership who quickly responded with donations and help moving 
the dogs and finding them homes.  Somehow we got it all organized.  
We learned a lot.  The most important lesson being that we had been 
very lucky.  We were simply not large enough to handle this kind of 
operation.  But it was quite an experience.  As most of you  know, we 
work with dogs individually although we have placed multiples from 
one source.

With the hard work of a number of people and the support of many 
other ATCA members we have given many Aussies new loving homes.  
What a great feeling that is and something the Australian Terrier Club 
of America can be very proud of.

One of our earliest and most meaningful 
rescues was Peanut.  Little Peanut was 
born in the northeast on 8/15/89 and she 
was placed in a pet shop where she was 
then purchased to go with an unborn 
child.  

By 1991 her family had taken her to the vet 
to discuss putting her down because she 
was biting, she screamed, ran around in 

circles, lost her hair, was not housebroken, and nipped the kid.  The vet 
went home and discussed this with his family and somebody men-
tioned rescue.  

Barb Curtis was contacted.  Then Cindy Kromer was called as she was 
one of the few folks who would accept dogs with a biting history.  On 
10/27/91 little Peanut arrived via plane in NC.  

She could not walk between cars or 
on grass and in the front seat of the 
car she kept ducking before Cindy re-
alized it was the whoosh of cars pass-
ing that made her duck.  At Cindy’s 
house, with time it was determined 
that the biting resulted from fear of 
almost everything. All 8 pounds of her 
would quiver for anything or anybody 
and it took time.  Lots of time. 

But as the years past she actually receive  her CDX and NA and even 
received one High in Trial at a Specialty. 

She would wander freely around the hotel corridors at specialties, stop-
ping to visit along the way.  The little dog that no one wanted ended up 
being one that everyone adored. 

She passed away at 16 years old on 2/22/06 and will always be missed 
by Cindy and all who knew her.   

Our beginning laid the foundation for what we are today. Today  
Australian Terrier Rescue is a Non-Profit 501(3) C with Coordinators 
through-out the USA and Canada. We have helped Aussies around the 
USA and Canada. Some are pure bred, some are not, but regardless, we 
do what we can to help each one of them. We have not only a website, 
but we are on Facebook as well. Social Media has proved helpful in get-
ting the word out on Aussies in need.

Check us out at: www.australianterrierrescue.org or LIKE us on Face-
book!

by Barbera Curtis
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Also offering

Graphic Design
Print Ads

Marketing Support

Photographic Portraits
(limited on-location service area)

Original Art Portraits

Also specializing in the design of  
Note Cards

Holiday / Greeting Cards
and Jewelry featuring our 

beloved Aussies
(and other dogs and animals, too) !

www.fancy-creations.com
412.824.3199    or     fancy.creations@yahoo.com

Fancy Creations
The Art and Photography of Norma Rowley

Images that capture beauty, personality and 
character through the eyes of love. 

Gift Certi�cates available ! Go to my web site or Facebook page to 
see examples of my award-winning 

photographs and art work...
and check out my November page in the 

2015 ATCA calendar.

“LIKE” FANCY CREATIONS on

It’s Time To Apply For 2014 Awards!   

If you and your dog completed a Regular Obedience title (CD, CDX, UD)  during the 2014 calendar year you 
are eligible to apply for the Henderson Obedience Awards.  These are cash awards and will be presented at 
the 2015 Specialty.

If your dog completed any AKC title during 2014, you are eligible for a complimentary plaque with a title bar 
for each title.  

Please send a copy of your title to the Awards Chair.  These will also be presented at the 2015 Specialty.

If you and your dog have acquired three or more regular AKC titles at any time you are eligible for a Versatil-
ity Award plaque.

The Guidelines for each of these awards was published in the 2014 Talkabout Issue 3, and are available on 
the members section of the ATCA web site.

Please contact the Awards Chair, Susan Saulvester auster@mindspring.com  for further information or to 
submit a copy of your 2014 AKC title.
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History

The Australian Terrier has been recognized by the American Kennel 
Club since 1960, and it ranks in popularity about halfway down the 
list of AKC breeds. It is not, however, one of the better known breeds 
of Terriers, and an Aussie owner walking his dog may expect to hear 
such remarks as “What kind of dog is that?” or “Is that a Cairn?” ...”a 
Norwich?” ...A big Yorkie?”

These remarks are not far from the truth, for the Aussie shares a com-
mon ancestry with all of those breeds, and with most of the other 
short-legged terriers of Great Britain. The Aussie harks back to that 
progenitor of the short-legged terriers, the old Scotch Terrier, a rough-
coated black and tan dog not to be confused with today’s Scottie.

As the name indicates, the Australian Terrier was developed in the 
land down under sometime during the 19th century, perhaps as early 
as 1830, the only terrier breed other than the Schnauzer not origi-
nating in the British Isles. Small, rough-coated terriers were used to 
keep rats and other vermin under control on ships, and the Aussie’s 
ancestors may have been smuggled ashore from ships taking settlers 
to Australia. Tasmanian settlers also found these dogs invaluable, as 
they warned of marauding aborigines and escaped prisoners, two real 
dangers in the early settlements.

The terriers were extremely useful as vermin and snake exterminators 
and were prized for their watchdog abilities - traits still apparent in 
the present-day Aussie. These rough-coated little terriers were later 
crossed with other terrier breeds from Great Britain: the Dandie Din-
mont, the Cairn, the Yorkshire, possibly the Manchester and the Irish, 
although no one knows with absolute certainty.

Whatever its ancestry, the Aussie has emerged as a spunky little ter-
rier: game, high-spirited and courageous, yet possessing an enormous 
amount of sensitivity. Because he was developed in close association 
with man under often stressful conditions, he has a strong sense of 
devotion to his household.

The Australian Terrier is a genuine charmer and, once hooked, few 
Aussie owners ever switch breeds. What’s more, many find they can’t 
own just one. However, not all Aussies are generous enough to be will-
ing to share their owners, and two males generally will not be able to 
live together peacefully.

Most are good with children as well as senior citizens, so they make 
excellent family pets. As with any small dog, supervision with toddlers 
is essential, for the dog’s protection as well as the child’s. Aussies are 
equally suited for town or country living as long as provision is made 
for safe exercise. An Aussie should NEVER run loose! The instinct to 
hunt is so strong that he will not stop to check traffic if he sees a squir-
rel or strange cat. 

Description

The Standard describes the physical properties of the ideal Austra-
lian Terrier. Because of copyright concerns over the collection of all 
Standards at any single site storing all the faqs, AKC Standards are not 
typically included in the breed FAQs. The Australian Terrier Club of 
America can provide the reader with a copy of the Standard. ATCA also 
has a nice book available - complete with illustrations, that is helpful in 
understanding the breed standard.

The Australian Terrier is a sturdy, low-set breed, somewhat longer in 
relation to height, alert and strong in terrier personality, and a very 
active little dog. A mature Australian Terrier should measure 10 to 11 
inches at the shoulder and weigh approximately 14 to 16 lbs. However 
many of today’s Aussies are considerably larger. His coat is harsh to the 
touch, with a softer undercoat, and it comes in two colors: blue/tan 
or sandy/red. The body coat is 2 to 2 1/2” inches in length with longer 
hair on the chest, called the apron. There is a ruff around the neck (said 
to offer protection against snakes and rodents) and a longer, softer 
(and lighter in color) topknot. The topknot is the gift of the Dandie 
Dinmont ancestry. The eyes are small, dark and almond shaped: They 
reflect a world of love, loyalty and devotion to their people. 

Care

The Aussie is an “easy keeper.” Compared with many of the sculptured, 
barbered breeds of the terrier group, a pet Aussie is relatively easy to 
groom: Use your fingers to pluck the long hairs growing in front of 
and between the eyes. If left, these can irritate the eyes. Also pluck any 
long hairs protruding beyond the edges of the ears. Trim around the 
feet and tail with scissors. An occasional bath and regular brushing 
will keep insect pests down and shedding to a minimum. Many of the 
herbal extracts and perfumes used in shampoos can irritate sensitive 
skin. Some Aussies do better with a mild, hypoallergenic shampoo. 
Nail trimming is needed regularly and should be started early and 
with gentle restraint. The pet Aussie can be maintained adequately 
with regular combing and brushing and an occasional bath and nail 
clipping. Flea control is vital, since some Aussies are prone to flea-bite 
dermatitis. Show dogs require considerably more hand plucking and 
shaping to give them the elegant profile needed in the show ring. A 
detailed grooming chart is available from the ATCA.

Most Australian Terriers have hearty appetites; they are not fussy eat-
ers. They are adaptable dogs and travel well. A healthy breed with few 
genetic problems, Aussies are noted for longevity, with many living 
into their teens. 
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  A Blast
From  The Past

by Susan Saulvester, Ruth Gladfelter & 
Sabine Baker

Originally written in April 1996. 



Training

The Australian Terrier is an intelligent, inquisitive little dog with an in-
novative outlook on life that carries over into its learning experiences. 
The Aussie is a quick learner, and quite a crowd pleaser, but easily 
bored by repetition, and does not respond positively to harsh training 
methods or severe corrections.

Since all the Terriers tend to be very dominant and somewhat dog-
aggressive, proper socialization of the puppy is a must. A puppy train-
ing class is recommended and these are often offered by a local dog 
club or recreation department. An introductory obedience class serves 
to socialize the puppy by getting it out around other people and dogs, 
teaches it car manners, and how to behave on a leash. It also gives you 
- the owner, a support group for help with problems such as chewing 
and housebreaking.

Motivation is an important key in training the Australian Terrier. The 
task at hand must be made challenging and fun, and the trainer 
should find some kind of incentive, in the form of treats, toys, or verbal 
praise that the dog best responds to. Australian Terriers do not work 
for nothing!

Crate training is recommended, starting with puppyhood. This aids in 
housebreaking and provides a “den” or refuge for the dog later in life, 
as well as a means of safe travel in the car. Australian Terriers are con-
sidered “house dogs” and should not be kenneled or confined outside 
of the household.

Australian Terriers are easily bored with routine, so short training ses-
sions with lots of rewards are most successful. An Aussie may do an 
exercise enthusiastically but not always correctly about twice, then 
announce it is time to go play with the tennis ball! To keep the dog 
focused on you, the trainer, YOU must become the most interesting 
object in the training session.

Terriers in general can be willful and stubborn, and terrier adolescence 
can be a very trying experience for the novice owner. A firm, consis-
tent approach to what is and what is not acceptable behavior will 
prevent the Aussie from becoming a household tyrant. A well-trained 
and well-socialized dog is a pleasure to be around.

Australian Terriers have been trained successfully in all levels of obedi-
ence, agility, earthdog, and tracking, and have competed in national 
obedience events. They should not, however, be compared to other 
breeds of dogs such as Golden Retrievers or Border Collies, or even the 
family pet you owned as a child. Expect the unexpected as you train 
or exhibit, and maintain your sense of humor. (Your dog will certainly 
always have his!) 

Health and Medical Problems

Australian Terriers are fortunate in that they do not yet have many of 
the genetic health problems that affect other breeds. This breed does 
seem to have a predisposition for diabetes and thyroid disorders. 
These conditions can easily be managed by a committed owner and 
veterinarian. On rare occasions, epilepsy has been reported. Like other 
members of the terrier group, Australian Terriers seem prone to itchy 
skin and allergies, particularly in warmer climates. These skin condi-
tions may occasionally be caused by an easily corrected imbalance in 
the thyroid function but are often environmental. Flea and parasite 
control are essential.. A change to a premium lamb and rice food often 
helps, as does supplementation with fatty acids. Sometimes itchy skin 
conditions can be caused by perfumes and harsh chemicals used in 
shampoos and flea sprays.

As with other small, active breeds, the Aussie can be affected by a con-
dition called luxating patellas, where the knee cap of the rear legs slips 
in and out of its groove. This can cause pain and lameness and may 
require surgical intervention. Although the Aussie does not have hip 
displasia, it can be affected by a similar condition called Legg-Calve 
Perthes disease (aseptic necrosis). This disease causes the bone of the 
femoral head to die and to be gradually resorbed, resulting in collapse 
of the bone and deformation of the hip joint. The condition leads to 
degenerative changes in the hip and development of arthritis. Age of 
onset is typically 5-9 months. The cause is not known. It is diagnosed 
via x-ray and can be surgically corrected. The prognosis is generally 
good.

Both luxating patellas and Legg-Calve-Perthes disease are thought to 
be inherited conditions. Both conditions are aggravated by exces-
sive weight. Some breeders of Australian Terriers are currently having 
their breeding stock x-rayed and rated by Orthopedic Foundation of 
America (OFA) and their eyes tested by a veterinary ophthalmologist 
(CERF).

In general, the Aussie is a very sturdy, healthy breed, prone to a long 
life with few and relatively minor health problems. 

Frequently Asked Questions

What is it like to live with an Australian Terrier?
Sometimes exasperating, frequently lively, never dull and nearly 
always fun. Although the Aussie will sympathize with your sad moods, 
its temperament is basically upbeat. Many sport a puckish sense of 
humor, and they tend to be clowns. They are clever and crafty. As 
with any breed, this one is not for everyone. Although Aussies are not 
snappy or aggressive, neither are they docile glad-handers. And while 
not yappy, they are watchdogs at heart, quick to sound the alarm if 
something or someone strange enters their territory. Their voices are 
loud and sharp. Born to be hunters, they will chase squirrels, rabbits, 
and lizards. And yes, they will chase cats - with enthusiasm! But many 
Aussie owners are also cat owners, so the dogs can be discriminating.

If landscape gardening is your hobby, you will be wise to choose an-
other breed. These dogs are diggers, and just a hint of mole or shrew 
will set those front paws into motion and earth flying. In addition, they 
are - like other terriers - impulsive. Don’t even consider owning one if 
your yard is unfenced, because these eager little hunters won’t stop 
to watch for cars. But if you would like a handy, small-sized dog with a 
lion’s heart, a dog that is lovable, loyal, hardy and entertaining, then an 
Australian Terrier may be in your future.

Where can I find an Australian Terrier?
The Australian Terrier Club of America maintains a Breeder Referral 
service, Referral by the breed club does not mean the club endorses 
the breeder. You must still personally screen the breeder. Please read 
Cindy Moore’s FAQ “Getting A Dog” for tips, and the ATCA’s online 
guide, “How To Select A Breeder.” Before you put down any deposit, 
make sure the breeder gives you a written sales agreement to review. 
It should contain the names, addresses and telephone numbers of 
the buyer and seller, as well as the names and registration numbers of 
the sire and dam, a brief description of the puppy and some form of 
health guarantee. The health guarantee should allow you a minimum 
of 48 hours to have the puppy checked by your veterinarian and to 
return it, should he find a health problem. If an advance deposit is 
required, be sure to get the terms, such as refund policy or other 
conditions, in writing.

Australian Terrier Rescue, can often provide those who do not wish to 
cope with a puppy with a nice adult dog.
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It’s no surprise to many disgruntled pet owners that many veterinary 
clinics rely on revenue from vaccines.  Happily for the dogs, many vets 
have replaced vaccinations with titer testing.  The problem with this 
is twofold:  one, they are replacing yearly or triennial vaccination with 
yearly or triennial titer testing, and two, titers are expensive.

Once a dog has a 
positive titer, he 
is considered pro-
tected for life.  This 
means he no longer 
requires more vac-
cinations (most of 
the core vaccines 
have been shown 
to protect dogs for 
7 to 15 years).  If the 
dog doesn’t require 
any other vaccina-
tions, then why 
are the titers being 
repeated?

“The patient receives no benefit and may be placed at serious risk 
when an unnecessary vaccine is given”  says Dr. Ronald Schultz.  ”Few 
or no scientific studies have demonstrated a need for cats or dogs to 
be revaccinated.”  Clearly, not only repeating a vaccination, but repeat-
ing a titer is unnecessary.  Although repeated vaccinations place your 
pet at risk, repeated titers place your pocketbook at risk.

The fee for titer testing varies from region to region and lab to lab 
however the going rate for a distemper/parvovirus titer is from $40 to 
$60 and the rabies titer will average about $120 (plus the cost of an 
office visit).  Fortunately, there is a cheaper alternative to titer testing.

Last year, Biogal rolled out its Vaccicheck in the US.  Synbiotics also 
has their  TiterCHEK test, which they recently sold to Pfizer.  Both tests 
measure parvovirus and distemper and the Vaccicheck also mea-
sures adenovirus.  Vaccicheck also has a test for cats.   Whereas titers 
traditionally had to be sent out to labs for analysis, these two tests are 
performed in-house, greatly reducing costs.

If your dog requires repeated titers for his daycare, boarding kennel 
or training club, these two tests are a much cheaper alternative to 
traditional titer testing.  Both tests are easy to use and provide an an-
swer (protection or not) within 20 – 30 minutes.  Both tests have been 
validated independently and correlated with gold standard tests by a 
number of diagnostic laboratories.

If your vet isn’t aware of these tests, urge him to start using them in 
place of titers.  Not only will they be cheaper for you, they may save 
another dog from over-vaccination.  Many pet owners (and vets) opt 
out of titers because of the cost, but these in-house tests will cost you 
less than vaccination.  Do your part in the fight against over-vaccina-
tion and inform your vet of these great new alternatives. 

For more information on Vaccicheck, visit www.vaccicheck.com

An Inexpensive Tool To Reduce 
Pet Vaccinations

by Dogs Naturally Magazine

Must
Love Dogs...

Each Quarter we will present establishments across the USA 
that allow dogs. They will have something special to offer for 
those traveling,  or if you live in the area, a place you may not 
have known about......

Norm’s Eatery & Ale House
460 N 36th St
Seattle,
Washington 98103 
206-547-1417 
normseatery.com

Norm’s Eatery & Ale House, located at 460 N 36th St in Seattle, WA, 
is open daily for lunch, dinner, and cocktails. They serve traditional 
american cuisine, like burgers, sandwiches, and lots more. 

Norms Rules:
1. Your dog must be friendly with people and other dogs.
2. Your dog must be on a leash! No leash, your dog can’t come in.
3. You cannot let your dog bark while in the restaurant. This is  

actually a rule that the Health Department told us we have to 
enforce.

4. Your dog cannot eat off of the table or any plates on the table.
5. You must clean up after your dog if it relieves itself on our floor! 

You need to be a responsible pet owner and take your dog out if 
you plan on staying for awhile.

For the most part, we can get away with our furry friends (dogs only) 
coming into Norm’s without the Health Department giving us a hard 
time. 

We keep our restaurant and kitchen clean and sanitized. Don’t ruin 
it for everyone. If you are not a fan of dogs, then we suggest you go 
elsewhere in Fremont.
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A common question people have for AT Breeders is “What 
is better, a boy or a girl?” So, to answer that question, we 
have gone to the Breeders of Australian Terriers to get their 
input!

I always prefer a boy Aussie.  They are more personable and bond with 
their owner better.
 - Kreg Hill

I usually tell people that my girls are like wild roses... boys are like 
American Beauties. They need a lot more attention. Boys get the bad 
wrap from stud dogs with full raging hormones. A neutered male is as 
loving, if not more loving, family member than any of the girls.
 - Sheila Dunn

I am often asked about the differences between Aussie boys and 
girls. There are so many possible answers to this question. None of 
the answers I can give is wholly correct when I think about all of the 
differences among the Aussies I’ve known. But, here are some of the 
comments I might make to potential buyers.

•	 In the early months, there is little difference in behavior. They are 
all just fun loving puppies adjusting to this world. 

•	 Girls mature more quickly than boys physically, mentally and 
emotionally. This accounts for many of the differences between 
them. 

•	 Girls appear to be more clever than boys. It isn’t because they are 
smarter but because they have different interests and thought 
processing. Early on the girls seem to multi-task mentally while 
the boys are more linear thinking. 

•	 It is the male thinking process that allows them to focus better 
than the girls especially in a training situation. The girls are inter-
ested in everything that is going on not just the training session. 

•	 Again because of the difference in thinking, I have always 
thought that the boys have more tender feelings especially when 
being scolded. A girl might just wait for you to get over it. 

•	 I like to think about all of the areas where they share behaviors. 
They will love you just the same, be eager to go for a walk, happy 
to meet the neighbor’s children, chase a squirrel, and sleep with 
you if allowed.

- Susan Bachman

I think if most breeders could, we would ‘hoard’ the boys, but then we 
would be on a TV show, I think it is called Hoarders??!! 

Boys are more loving, more affectionate. They are not as stubborn, and 
they fall head over heels in love with you and will do anything to make 
you happy. They also like laps and bed pillows, so be prepared!
 
Girls can sometimes have that ‘boy’ personality, but most times they 
are easily aroused to want to ‘start’ something with someone else and 
they like to rule the house. This works fine if you have two Aussies and 
one is a boy, as the boys don’t care and will let them be the boss, but if 
you have another female dog, it can cause issues.  They are not called 
‘bitches’ for nothing!
 - Julie M Seaton

I would say the boys are all about play and being rowdy. The girls are 
the snuggle bunnies. (Of course, they all love play,) but in the evening, 
I have found the girls to be more inclined to cuddle over the boys.
 - Lisa Weaver

If I could only have one dog until the end of my life, it would be a blue 
tan Australian Terrier boy.
 - Jeanne Popovits

Neither.  The personality totally depends on the individual Aussie 
(which comes from the parents and how they are socialized /raised) 
and not on their sex. 
 - Grace Cartwright

I prefer boys, I find them sweeter and less conniving then the girls. 
 - Teresa Schreeder

Ask The Breeder
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In 1992, Scott started a very successful pet styling contest ring career 
and his winning began to take off. His most prestigious wins include 
Best Pet Stylist in Show at the U.S. Pet Pro Classic twice and the coveted 
Intergroom International Groomer of the Year award. Scott has had a 
successful international judging and speaking tour having traveled to 
England, Italy, Scotland, France, Argentina, Japan, China, Thailand, 
Singapore, and Canada. He has received several nominations of the 
Cardinal Crystal Achievement Awards, a grooming industry award 
for recognizing the top individuals, for 3 nominations for Judge of the 
Year, Groomer of the Year and Congeniality. Scott is a Certifier and 
Consultant for the International Society of Canine Cosmetologists, one 
of the toughest and most in-depth pet styling certification organiza-
tions in the world. His love of dogs has continued in the AKC show ring 
having groomed and/or shown several breeds through their champi-
onships. 

Hand stripping

Before you can begin to learn to hand strip or trim a terrier, it is best to 
get an understanding of how hair grows and its life-cycle.

The canine hair follicle is complex—meaning that they support more 
than a single hair.  The canine hair follicle can contain one to two pri-
mary hairs and anywhere from seven to twenty-two secondary hairs 
also known as undercoat. 

Canine hair also grows in different cycles, Anagen, Catagen and Telo-
gen.  Anagen is the active growth stage.  A hair in this stage can be 
growing for anywhere from a couple of days to as long as twenty-five 
years.  In the Catagen stage, the bulb starts to constrict and the hair 
becomes thicker and starts pushing out of the follicle.  This then leads 
to the Telogen stage where the bulb separates from the follicle and a 
new hair begins to push up next to the old hair.  The old hair is eventu-
ally shed or in some instances, stripped out. 

To maintain a health coat, the older hair must be removed and allow 
the production of new, healthy hair.  Terriers, specifically wire coated, 
have thick and coarse primary hairs and softer secondary hairs.  Due 
to the thickness of the hair shaft in terriers, they sometimes get stuck 
because the follicle itself is narrow.  When the older hair remains in the 
follicle and as the new hair grows, the follicle can become irritated and 
swollen.  Often times when terriers are clipped and not at least carded, 
the old hair along with oils and cellular debris can clog the follicle and 
cause sores and pustules.  Only a minimal amount of carding on a 
clipped terrier, followed by a follicular flushing bath, can help prevent 
follicular clogging and sores.

The technique of hand stripping is simply physically removing the 
hair by pulling it out of the follicle.  Pull the hair triggers a rapid cel-
lular response and a new hair is stimulated to grow and a coarser and 
brighter hair is produced.  In this process, the new colored hair be-
comes darker and the white hair is brighter.  The color in the hair shaft 
is produced as the new hair grows and the pigments are deposited 
toward the end of the hair shaft.  As it continues to grow, less pigment 
is deposited and when pulled, the end of the hair shaft appears white.  
When harsh coated terriers are clipped, the end of the hair shaft are 
cut off, removing the pigment and the end of the hair shaft with little 
to no pigment are left in the follicle giving the dog’s coat a “faded” 
appearance. 

The term “hand stripping” refers to removing the hair without cutting 
or breaking by using your fingers (plucking) or replacing your index 
finger with a stripping knife or a stripping stone.

Technique

Every dog’s coat is different in texture and growth rate.  Getting a feel 
for each dog’s coat can take time to learn. 

To prepare the coat for stripping, brush the dog’s coat in the direction 
you wish the coat to lie.  By brushing the dog’s coat through, you will 
avoid pulling clumps of hair.  Hair that is pulled in clumps will grow 
back in clumps giving the coat a “patchy” appearance.

Always remember to support the skin by stretching the skin in the op-
posite direction from the way you are pulling.

Then, pulling toward your body, grasp the hair that you desire to pull 
toward the end of the hair shaft and pull in the direction you with the 
new hair to grow.  Make sure that you are not bending or snapping 
your wrist as this may cause 
breaking or cutting the hair. 

You may use chalk or ear 
powder on your fingers or 
on the coat to help absorb 
excess oil on the coat and 
help give a better grip on the 
hair shaft.

Hand Stripping Your Terrier
by Scott Wasserman
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Choosing the right stripping knife

Whether you are getting serious about hand stripping Terriers and 
Sporting dogs, or just simply want to help promote healthy skin and 
coat in your salon, it’s important to have the right tools.

How do you choose the right stripping knife for the job? There are so 
many different brands, and the decision can be as difficult as choos-
ing a pair of shears. Stripping knives are broken down into four basic  
types:

•	Extra	Fine:	For	head,	ears	and	detail	work.
•	Fine:	For	Head,	neck	and	general	finishing.
•	Medium:	For	general	body	stripping.
•	Coarse:	For	body	stripping	on	large	breeds	or	extra-coarse	coats.

When choosing a knife, it’s best to try and get to a show so that you 
can feel the handle in your hand.  Some handles are more comfortable 
than others and they need to fit your hand correctly just like a pair of 
shears.

Many of the old time breeders and handlers made their own knives 
to meet their needs.  I’ve seen old kitchen knives turned into strip-
ping knives.  There are many companies out there now that are now 
making knives.  Just to name a few are Pearson, Chris Christenson, 
Macknyfe, Hauptner, Mars, McClellan, Classic, Franklin, Ashley Craig ( 
With diamond set in the metal to help get a grip! And my new favorite)  
just to name a few. 

Another common stripping tool is a stone.  This can be used to either 
remove the soft undercoat and some of the dead outer coat by using 
it over the top of the coat with the lay of the hair.  Using a small narrow 
piece, you can also strip the outer coat using the same technique you 
would with a knife. I find the harder stones work better than the softer 
stones for using with the stripping technique.

Once you have chosen a set of knives, (yes you will want the whole 
set because as described above, they each do different things!) You 
will want to make sure they are dull.  Some companies now sell them 
pre-dulled.  If your new knives are not pre-dulled, you will want to 
dull them yourself.  First, make sure the ends of the teeth are dull by 
rubbing the ends on a rock or the sidewalk.  The grooves between the 
teeth are ground in, similar to how our shears are sharpened.  There 
are a few different ways to dull your knife.  One is to sit and cut a piece 
of cardboard with it. (Time consuming!) Another is to run it through 
dirt or sand. (Also time consuming!) The best way that I have found is 
to get the blade wet with water, put quickstop on the blade and put 
it in a plastic bag overnight.  Quickstop is a corrosive and will dull the 
edge.  Clean the excess quickstop and rust off with some steel wool or 
a wire brush, disinfect, and you’re ready to go!  Yes, they won’t be as 
shiny as they were when you bought them, but with them dull, they 
won’t cut the hair.    

So why should you hand strip? 

To maintain a harsh coat, along with healthy skin, dark rich color and 
proper texture, the coat must be worked constantly by rolling the 
coat.  When rolling a coat, you are only pulling the dead hair of the 
outer layer to reveal the idle layer of coat that is at its prime length.

Staging a terrier coat

Staging a coat is necessary to prepare for rolling a coat.  Since hair 
grows in cycles and that different hairs in an area may be on different 
cycles and have different growth rates, hair on different parts of the 
body grow faster and have a shorter “life span” than others.  (Consider 
the short hairs on the face, ears and neck and longer hairs on the 
body.)

Staging a coat is a process where you remove the hairs in the areas 
that you want to be the longest.  During all stages, you will want to 
work the furnishings on the legs underline and face, including eye-
brows, to keep several layers going at all times

Stage 1: Strip the areas that you wish to be the longest.  This area 
consists of the back of the neck, down past the withers and into the 
topline.  If your dog has a low tail set, you will want to strip out this 
area also. 

Stage 2: The secondary hairs grow faster than the primary hairs so 
you will need to “de-fuzz” the area from Stage 1. At this stage, you will 
want to strip out the coat that you want to be of medium length. You 
will strip out the sides of the neck, the rest of the body and the hips.  
Remember to work the furnishings on the legs, face and underline.

Stage 3: De-fuzz the areas from Stages 1 and 2.  At this point you will 
strip out the areas that you want to be the shortest.  These areas in-
clude the ears, head, throat and the area around the anus and genital 
area and inside the cowlicks on the rear end.  Again, remember to 
work the furnishings on the legs, face and underline.

Once you have the dog’s coat grown to the ideal length to achieve 
proper breed profile, you will now begin to roll the coat.  First, card the 
coat to remove excess undercoat and allow the primary hairs to lay 
flat.  Next you will 
want to remove 
about one third of 
the coat remem-
bering to work in 
a even pattern all 
over.  If you hop 
around, your new 
coat will grow in 
“patchy.”
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What is Carding?
Carding is basically the removal of  

undercoat from a dog’s coat.

The correct way to hold a carding knife is at roughly  
a 45 degree angle to the coat.  

They have a flat side for your thumb to sit against and it 
guarantees the knife will stay at the right angle.



Rolling and maintaining a Hand strip coat

What is rolling?  Rolling a coat is basically building 3 layers of coat so 
that you can keep the dog’s coat in an ideal state and the optimum 
length. 

Here’s where the threee stages of coat growth comes into play.  The 3 
stages of Anagen, when the hair is growing, Catagen, when the hair  
begins to pull away from the root in the follicle and Telegen, when 
it’s ready to be shed.  That is what we are trying to achieve in rolling a 
coat.  The first layer is the base coat which is young hair that has just 
broke through the skin.  The second it the intercoat which is hair that 
is almost at the ideal length.  The outer coat  is the longer coat that is 
trimmed to present the ideal breed profile. 

After staging the coat, there is only one layer of coat and we now need 
to begin rolling.  To do this you need to EVENLY remove approximately 
one third of the coat.  That will start a layer of the Anagen stage.  about 
a week or so later, you will do this again.  Now we should have the 
beginning of our 3 layers. 

To touch back on technique, hair grows out of the skin at an angle, not 
straight out of the skin.  It’s important to pull the hair in the direction 
you wish it to grow.  The ideal body coat should be flat and straight.  
Breeds like the Airedale, Wire Fox, Welsh terrier etc., you want leg hair 
to stand out so you will pull straight out from the leg.  The same goes 
for heads like the Westie, Cairn and Australian Terrier.  You will pull the
head hair in the direction you want it to grow. Make sure you pull the 
hair straight out without twisting or bending your wrist, you could cut 
or break the hair.

If you have a lump in the coat instead of it being flat, which is very 
common in Airedales and Wires, you do not want to strip in the middle 
of the lump. This will cause a hole in the coat.  Use your free hand to 
press down on the lump.  This will life the ends of the hair that com-
prises the lump.  Pull a few hairs at a time and check to see if the lump 
is going away. 

Before you start trimming, you will want to card out a majority of the 
undercoat in allow the harsh coat to lay flat.  If you have an area that 
needs fill coat like a dip in the topline or a low tailset, only card out a 
little bit.  The undercoat in these areas will help fill those areas. When 
bathing and drying the legs or heads on wire coated dogs, do not 
use a force dryer.  They will blow out the undercoat that you need for 
fullness.  Use a hand dryer along with a palm pad or a pin brush.  After 
carding the back coat, you will want to pull a few hairs at a time, not a 
large clump of hair.  If you remove clumps of hair, it will grow back in 
clumps. To help you get a grip on the hair, you can use a little chalk or 
ear powder. I tend to use ear powder when I need to take a dog down 
from a completely blown coat.  It had resin in it which helps you get a 
grip.  If I’m just trimming, I will use a little chalk.

Starting To Hand Strip Puppies

As the puppies grow, their coats will start to grow a long wispy outer-
coat and a thicker base layer.  This is when I start the stripping process.  
I just remove the longer wispy coat a little at a time and try to keep it 
as positive for the puppy as possible.  After pulling, I will card a little 
once a week just to get the puppy used to being groomed. 

Hand Stripping Pets

Whether you are an owner grooming your down dog, or a groomer 
styling client dogs, keeping a dog in a rolled coat is very time con-
suming and requires a commitment.  For some people, this is just not 
practical.  Usually dogs are stripped down to their “underwear” about 
3 times a year.  If you are a groomer and have a new client, educate 
them on this and let them know it’s not going to look perfect like a 
show dog!! 

Clipping The Harsh Coated Terrier

When clipping, it is VERY important to at least do a little carding.  
Remember that we learned that each follicle has one to two primary 
hairs and anywhere from 7 to 22 secondary hairs.  Groomers tend to 
cause a lot of the skin problems in terriers by skipping this important 
step!!  If you are just clipping all those hairs off at the base, they can 
cause a clog in the follicle and we get what is commonly refereed to 
as “Schnauzer bumps.”  (Because its very common in this breed but 
can happen in any breed.)  You will want to card before the bath and 
haircut to open the follicle and flush it out in the bath. 

Bathing The Harsh Coated Terrier 

 When stripping a coat down from the rough, it’s a good idea to flush 
the follicles and do a nice cool rinse to sooth the skin and close the 
follicles. Bathing during the growing stages, you can use a gentle cool 
bath.  Follow up with a light conditioner.  For the dog that is in show 
coat, just bathe the face, chest and leg furnishings.  You can mist the 
back coat with rubbing alcohol or Listerine and wipe with a towel or 
hound glove to clean it.  You may be able to bathe some show coats, 
it depends on the coat texture itself.  Softer coats tend to lift when 
bathed.  The natural oils help to keep the coat packed and flat. 

To be continued in Issue 2, 2015.......

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
Scott Wasserman 
www.mrterrier.com
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What is it?   
Addison’s disease is the slow down or absence of activity of the tiny 
adrenal glands which are located on top of the kidneys.  The adrenals 
are responsible for the production of the hormones:  cortisol and 
aldosterone.  Cortisol is commonly called the “stress hormone”, but it 
is also imperative for many major actions throughout the body.  Aldo-
sterone regulates the Sodium, Potassium and Chloride levels as well as 
blood volume.   These hormones are necessary to maintain metabolic 
equilibrium within the body to survive.  Although research has shown 
there is some genetic link, the cause of Addison’s is unknown.   It is 
considered an autoimmune disease and there is some indication that 
it is on the rise.   While Addison’s appears to be more prevalent in 
some breeds, fortunately, it is a rare occurrence in the Australian Ter-
rier.  However, all dogs are at risk, including mixed breeds.  

What to look for:    
Symptoms you may notice are listlessness, trembling, refusal to eat, 
vomiting and diarrhea.  The problem is these signs can be misdiag-
nosed and treated as other ailments, plus they are often present spo-
radically.  The real danger is without diagnosis and treatment; the dog 
will have an Addisonian Crisis.  As the hormone levels decrease, the 
Potassium level rises, the Sodium level drops, and there is not enough 
Cortisol to help cope with stresses, even small normal ones.   Major 
cellular functions are disturbed 
throughout the body.  This can 
quickly lead to shock and com-
plete collapse.  If a Crisis occurs, 
the dog must receive immedi-
ate treatment for electrolyte 
rebalancing and replacement of 
deficient glucocorticoids.  Not 
all Veterinarians actively moni-
tor for Addison’s.  Therefore, it 
is crucial that we, as guardians 
of our dogs, be diligent in our 
observation and knowledge of 
possible diseases.   Addison’s is 
easily confirmed by the ACTH 
Stimulation blood test.   

The Good News:   
After diagnosis and 
replacement treatment, 
it is possible for your 
Addison Dog to live a 
full and healthy life.  It 
takes a shot approxi-
mately once a month 
which can be given at 
home subcutaneously 
(just under the skin) to 
replace Aldosterone and 
a daily maintenance oral dose of Prednisone plus periodic monitor-
ing of electrolytes.  It is amazing to see them bounce back to their 
old selves shortly after beginning treatment, assuming the disease 
has been caught in time.  While the monthly shot can be expensive, 
especially if you have a large dog, there has been great success in 
giving a lower dose amount. Take the time to read the literature and 
inform yourself regarding the work being done with Addison’s Dogs.  
It will help you manage the treatment for YOUR dog, and may save 
you some money too.  See the website listed below under Support for 
more information: 

Support:  
AddisonDogs.com is a website created by a wonderful group of 
people with Addison’s disease dogs.  A non-profit organization, an 
invaluable amount of information and support is available.  They also 
maintain a Facebook page and a Yahoo Group where questions are 
answered and support provided.  This is an indispensable source for 
learning more about the disease and how to care for your Addison 
Dogs.  While browsing the site read this article www.mvsvets.com 
along with the many stories about dogs with Addison’s who have 
survived. Every -“body” is different, you need to learn to manage YOUR 
dog’s Addison’s for you both to enjoy a worry free future together. 

While Addison’s Disease is rare in the Australian Terrier, it is important 
for the Australian Terrier Club of America to monitor all diseases oc-
curring within our breed.  If you have an Aussie with any diagnosed 
disease or condition, please report it to our health committee using 
the health incident report form found at:  www.australianterrier.org/
Healthincident2010.pdf.

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Cartwright

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Column
February 2015

Addison’s Disease
Early Recognition is Critical! 

by Caren Holtby and Sherrill Yates
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GrCh Merrigang Wild N Crazy Guy, EE4, ME, MX,MJ, RN, RATO
Reggie earns a first place and q in senior barnhunt! 

owned by Heather Rife

New Rally Novice A Title 
Sheila earned her Rally Novice A  

in her first show ever. 
  Sheila is a rescue owned by Carol Whitehead

CH Araluen’s Entertainment Tonight 
 Hollywood gained his championship at  

Rapid City Kennel Club
Owned and bred by Cheryl Mechalke

 Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CDX RE THDN CGCA  
finished his CDX title November 23rd. 

owned by Patricia Goshorn.

Aussie Brags
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CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party NA NAJ
Jazzy competed in her first agility trials in October 2014. 

She earned three perfect scores of 100 and one 90,  
competing in Novice Agility Standard and Novice Agility 
JWW over two days. In November she earned her Novice 

title in both. On to the Open class!  
Owned by Nancy & Doug Tibbett.



New Champion
Judge Ms. Charlotte Clem McGowan

CH Christhill President Dwight David (Ike)
January 1, 2015

Owner/Breeder Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen
Handled by Roberto D’Alterio-Vollaro

BOB Eukanuba
GCH ABQ San Isidro Christhill

Breeder/Owner Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen
Handled by Carlos Carrizo

New Champion
Judge Mr. Michael Forte

November 30, 2014
CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva (Mamie)

Bred and Owned by Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen
Handled by Kreg Hill

Eukanuba Veterans Group 4 2014
GCH ABQ San Isidro Christhill (Izzy)

Owner/Breeder  
Kreg Hill and William Christensen

Handled by Carlos Carrizo

Best In Show Brace on both Sat and Sun 
 Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Indio CA

AM CH CAN GCH Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti CGN  
&  

CAN CH Tidewalker’s Diamond Glory
Judge Mrs. Rosemary Shoreman  Sat Jan 3, 2015 

 Mr Bart A Miller Sunday Jan 4, 2015
Owner/Handler Caren Holtby
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I enjoy people and the camaraderie of an all-breed club. There isn’t 
the competition among members that exists in breed clubs. Most 
members have different breeds of dogs, and that provides an ongoing 
opportunity to learn about those breeds. In an all-breed club, we have 
a common purpose, and that is to promote the sport of purebred dogs 
in our community and show the general public what is good about 
purebred dogs. And we all join together to put on the very best dog 
show we can for the enjoyment of others. I have always been someone 
who enjoys all things d-o-g. They have defined my life, and I have had 
an endless fascination with dogs and dog shows. Lifelong friendships 
are made in this dog world, and without a doubt many become trea-
sured members of an extended family.

Do you belong to an all-breed club? I actually belong to a couple of 
them. Two are all-breed clubs, the other my breed’s Parent Club. This 
month I’m going to talk about the all-breed club Del Valle.

How it Started and Why I Do It

I was young when I joined Del Valle. My late husband, Roy, and I tried 
to join two different all-breed clubs where we lived, but one was a 
closed club and the other a proprietary club. Roy judged an early Del 
Valle match, and I was his ring steward. We enjoyed ourselves and 
liked the club members, so when we were asked if we’d join the club, 
we said yes. Back then it was primarily an obedience club, and they 
were looking for help in conformation. That was 1977.

Fast-forward to 2014, and I just chaired the 67th and 68th Del Valle 
shows. Aside from conformation, we offer Agility, Obedience and Rally 
Trials. It is an enormous amount of work. From January until October, 
we each do our jobs to get ready for the shows, taking a much-de-
served hiatus afterwards through to the new year.

I have given most of my adult life to this club. It was something Roy 
and I did together, providing endless conversation in our marriage. 
Even after he became ill, he could still be seen on his cart hooked up 
to oxygen driving about the showgrounds.

So what is it about people like Roy and me that drive us to volun-
teer countless hours to put on a show year after year? It isn’t that we 
had nothing else to do. Roy began judging in 1974, and I began in 
1977. Roy owned his own business, and I worked full-time. I bred and 
showed dogs. I was involved in my Parent Club. I chaired four National 
Specialties. I co-founded a political organization that successfully 
fought the first animal rights-inspired anti-breeding legislation. We 
built a house.

Roy said he enjoyed the creative part of putting on a dog show. He 
was an engineer and a builder, and that spilled over to the dog show. 
He surveyed each area of lawn, and there were working drawings 
showing where the corners were for each ring. They showed the exact 
measurements of each area, where the trees were located, where to 
place the ring entrances. In the buildings there were tiny nails in the 
floors that marked the ring corners. The fairgrounds never knew they 
were there, and they’re still in place. When it was all set up, the tents 
in place, he used to marvel at the beauty of the show and bemoan the 
fact that exhibitors would soon come onto the grounds and ruin the 
beauty of it all.

Over the winter he’d make signs for the show — placement markers, 
ring numbers, no dogs beyond this point, no set-ups in this area — 
beautiful professional signs, many of which we are still using today.

For me I liked the personal challenge, figuring out what would work, 
learning what didn’t, always refining the details. What was it like to 
be an exhibitor at our show? How was it to unload, set up, groom and 
show a dog? And how could we build the entry? At our first licensed 
show in June 1981, we were limited to 1,000 dogs on a college 
campus but soon got access to the big showgrounds in the adjacent 
community when the club that “owned” those grounds folded. Back in 
those days, all club events had to be held in the club’s fixed territory, 
no exceptions! We invited breed clubs whose territory was the same as 
ours to join us, offering fully set-up rings and cooperation on judges. 
The first indication of success was in March 1983 when our entry 
mushroomed to 2,300. We were definitely on to something.

Where We Are Today

Times have changed from those heydays of dog shows, which I think 
crested around the year 2000. Today there are more and more clubs 
offering shows and fewer and fewer dogs entered at those shows. I 
think we’ll soon see some clubs going under, disappearing altogether. 
Venues are often expensive, the cost of doing business is expensive, 
and with a diminished entry comes diminished income.

Another area of equal concern to me as I fly around the country judg-
ing is that I see many shows run by only a handful of elderly people. I 
often hear the lament, “I don’t know how much longer I can do this,” 
from those tired members.

The “graying” of America has certainly become evident in the dog 
world. Look around you. Where are the younger people in the sport? 
Happily, there are still good-sized entries in Junior Showmanship 
competitions, and AKC has wisely lowered the age at which a child 
can compete. Many of the older accomplished Juniors are working for 
professional handlers part-time on weekends at the shows. I have to 
ask, what happens with those Juniors who age out? And when was 
the last time you met a young adult who was a working member of 
the show-giving club?

Joining a Club to Give Back to the Sport
In an all-breed club, we have a common purpose, and that is to promote the sport of purebred dogs in our  

community and show the general public what is good about purebred dogs.

“The “graying” of America has 
certainly become evident in the 
dog world ... when was the last 

time you met a young adult who 
was a working member of the 

show-giving club?”

by Betty Ann Stenmark
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Some years ago we asked our Superintendent to pull the mailing list 
from the zip codes of exhibitors in our geographical area. We then 
sent an invitation to those exhibitors to come to a Del Valle club meet-
ing, meet us, enjoy some food and drink, and hopefully entice a few of 
them to join our club. Eight people showed up, three expressed inter-
est, two joined the club, and after a couple of years they were gone. 
What I thought was a brilliant idea unfortunately wasn’t.

I have grave concerns about the future of our sport. I don’t consider 
the animal rights movement to be our biggest threat; I think it’s the 
apathy of the younger generation, who are not willing to get involved 
past the casual pleasures of exhibiting a dog. Apparently, time can be 
found to exhibit at a show, but no time can be found to help put on a 
show.

Thoughts from the Younger Generation

I interviewed a couple of our younger Del Valle members about my 
concerns. What did they think the reason was that so few of the 
younger generation were joining an all-breed club and getting in-
volved? And why did they get involved?

Ryan Horvath, age 35, grew up in the sport thanks to his mother and 
her love of breeding and showing Longhaired Dachshunds. At 15, 
Ryan stewarded at a local all-breed show. At 20, Ryan was Show Chair-
man and Secretary of his local Dachshund Club Specialty, doing all the 
AKC paperwork, putting together the Judge’s Book, and producing a 
premium list, judging program and catalog. When Ryan moved from 
the Midwest to San Francisco, he joined Skyline Dog Fanciers. Within 
a couple of years he was the Corresponding Secretary and soon was 
chairing the all-breed show. He has stepped back a bit now that he has 
a full-time job and a second job developing his own private practice. 
Still, he finds time to serve on the Board and work at the shows.

Ryan thinks that, in this busy world we live in, there are competing 
demands on young people and the rewards for hard work are perhaps 
more theoretical and long-term, which doesn’t appeal to the new or 
younger person looking for instant gratification.

Ryan also makes an important point we seniors in the dog world 
should think about. He says that there are plenty of people in dog 
clubs who have been doing the same job for a very long time and 
have formed their identity around their position. It is hard for some 
people to give up control, or when they do, they micromanage the 
task. He observes that the dog world is not an inviting space.

Recently on Facebook, there was a spirited conversation about this 
very point. Over and over again I heard from younger people who had 
joined an all-breed club and found they were not made welcome. Turf 
was jealously guarded, suggestions ignored, and there seemed little 
future for the newcomer. I urged those people to hang in there, stick 
with it, but if it was intolerable to look to a different club to join.

I think we all must be cognizant that when suggestions are made, 
we should welcome the input. And just because you’ve always done 
something a certain way does not mean there might not be a better 
way to handle a situation. Times change, and sometimes the new way 
might work better! And to the new members who presume they will 
be a Show Chairman in two or three years, I caution them that it’s best 
to learn all the jobs before looking for the top one. None of those jobs 
is easy. It’s all real work with no glamour, and we all pick up poop, so to 
speak. The reward is to know you are helping put on a quality event, 
and you can be proud to be a part of it.

Ryan goes on to say, “The amount of volunteer work that has to be 
put into a show, along with the limited support, makes putting on a 
show more of a social experiment on how far one can push a volun-
teer rather than a fun experience.” Most people are spending valuable 
vacation days to do this, and believe me, this is not anyone’s idea of a 
relaxing vacation.

I also spoke to Del Valle’s newest member, Remy Smith-Lewis, age 
25. Remy surprised me when he told me that he hadn’t missed a Del 
Valle in 15 years, his first being in 1999. Last year in 2014 was his first 
year as a Del Valle club member. Remy has worked for local profes-
sional handlers while completing college, and he recently showed his 
own Portuguese Water Dog to Best of Winners at the 2014 National 
Specialty.

Remy told me that by joining Del Valle, it gave him an opportunity to 
give back to the sport of dogs for all that it has given to him. He be-
lieves that despite his own views on membership, most young people 
don’t share this sense of responsibility; they would much rather refine 
their skills as a handler and show dogs.

Remy also says that there is more to the sport than simply exhibiting. 
He is concerned about how few young people are becoming breed-
ers. He hopes his peers soon realize that we need club members to 
hold the shows that we attend, and we also need breeders to breed 
the dogs we want to show. Remy believes there are many ways to give 
back to the sport, and working for a club is just one of them. He says, 
“We should ask ourselves where we can contribute rather than being 
selfish and just take from this amazing sport we all love and hold so 
dear to our hearts. We need to give back so that there is something for 
the next generation.” Wise words.

In recent years, Del Valle has joined forces with Skyline Dog Fanciers, 
and between the two clubs, we now have a willing crew of working 
members, and this year we got most of our work done in record time. 
It was uplifting; we had a lot of laughs, and while we were tired, it was 
a good tired. Both Del Valle and Skyline are open clubs and welcome 
all newcomers.

So if you don’t already belong to an all-breed dog club but attend dog 
shows weekend after weekend, it’s time you took stock of yourself and 
your place in this sport.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
dogchannel.com

“I don’t consider the animal 
rights movement to be our  

biggest threat; I think  
it’s the apathy of the  
younger generation.”
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I renamed the puppy Jack. I was living in Michigan by myself, far from 
any family. Jack was definitely my best friend and my distraction 
from the bad weather during that first year. He was a puppy mill dog, 
who was sold to a pet store, and had been bounced around to many 
homes during his first months of life. He was scared of everything, dog 
reactive, and didn’t know any commands. Training him was not only 
necessary, but also became my hobby. I am happy to say Jack has his 
CGC, two rally UKC titles, a high in trial and his first 2 legs in AKC Rally 
Novice. A training and rescue success!

After that year, my 
boyfriend moved 
to Michigan and we 
decided he needed 
a cuddle buddy too. 
By this time I had also 
convinced him to be a 
“little dog guy.” He real-
ized that Aussies, while 
small in stature, are big 
on personality and love. 
I again reached out to 
Susan who referred me 
to ATCA member Julie 
Seaton. I had my heart 
set on a blue/ tan girl, 
and lucky me was able 
to get one from her! 
Now I have Lily, a full of 
fun little dog that I look 
forward to competing 
with in rally and agility. 

My favorite thing about 
having stuck with the Australian Terrier is how much they remind me 
of my previous Aussies. Jack hides his bones in the couch cushions 
and laundry like Cody did. Lily cocks her head like Sadie did. Their 
quirks help me recall fond memories of my previous beloved dogs. I 
don’t think I will ever own another breed.

And that dog obsession? That’s definitely still there. I now work for Ra-
dio Systems Corporation (with PetSafe, Invisible Fence and SportDog 
brands.) I get to think about dogs everyday and they even come to 
work with me! It also gives me a great opportunity to expose people 
to a breed they have never seen before – the Australian Terrier!

I am a new ATCA member (and 
the new Associate Editor of 
The Talkabout.) However, I am 
certainly not new to the breed. I 
have owned Aussies for 23 years. 
I got my first from Susan Saulves-
ter when I was 6 years old and 
named him Cody. Cody was the 
last puppy of the litter and had 
been promised to another fam-
ily, but the buyers fell through. 
It was like he was meant to be 
ours. Susan took a chance on our 
family, who lacked terrier experi-
ence, and I am so happy she did! 
Cody was my best friend and he 
definitely was the catalyst of my 
dog obsession. I used to say at 
that age that I wanted to marry 
Cody when I grew up. I wanted 

dog sheets, dog printed clothes, anything dog because I loved him so 
much. I can’t say that obsession has waned over the years.

At the age of 12, I got a second Aussie, a young dog named Sadie. She 
was the opposite of Cody. Cody wanted to be near us, but not held. 
We joked he had zombie arms that would stick straight out when he 
was picked up. Sadie on the other hand loved to cuddle and be held. 
She was the sweetest dog and a great companion when my parents 
got divorced. 

Cody amazingly lived to the age of 18. It is hard to believe that he was 
my buddy from elementary school through college. Unfortunately, 
we lost Sadie less than a year later to cancer. By this time, I was out 
in the working world. I always 
knew I wanted an Aussie, but felt 
I should wait until I was more 
settled in my career. Fast-for-
ward to 2012 and I just gradu-
ated from Purdue with my MBA. 
I felt the time was right to start 
looking for a dog but I figured 
it would be 6 months to a year 
until I found right one. I had 
kept in touch with Susan every 
Christmas since we got Cody. I 
reached out to her wondering 
if she had a lead on any rescues 
or puppies. Coincidentally Silky 
Rescue had just contacted her 
about a puppy they suspected 
might be an Aussie. I jumped at 
the opportunity. With Susan’s 
recommendation and my experi-
ence with the breed, I was put at the top of the adoption list and they 
allowed me to adopt a little 7-month-old puppy named Buddy. Again, 
it was like it was meant to be. 

The Adventures of Jack & Lil
Heather has owned Australian Terriers for over 20 years and she currently has two Aussies named Jack and Lily. Jack and Lily, while they are not involved in 
showing, share many other adventures with Heather. Jack is a three year old rescue and competes in rally obedience. He enjoys trying new activities like scent 
discrimination and because Heather works at a pet product company, he is able to come to work with her every day. Lily is still a puppy and spends her days 
romping at day camp with her friends. She has been in numerous photo and video shoots for pet products and loves being a star.
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What makes a competitor great? I’ve been mulling this question over 
for quite a while. Because I think, at the heart of it, a great competitor 
is composed of much more than just what can be gleaned from the 
surface. Is it based solely on results? On how many nationals/ invita-
tionals/ tryouts/ worlds an individual has attended? On how many Qs, 
or titles, or championships? I’d like to think it’s a little more than that.

Success in a sport is the byproduct of being a great competitor-- and 
it’s a lot more than just results. Titles, championships, and the like are 
credentials of competitors. At the heart of it, they have key charac-
teristics that allow for success-- characteristics I hope to better adopt, 
adapt, and continue fostering.

There seems to be a negative connotation with the word “competi-
tive”-- at least in my experience. Many times when someone is de-
scribed as competitive, it’s not meant as a compliment. Instead it feels 
more like an accusation. As though the person may sacrifice important 
things in order to win; or they are committing some sort of affront 
against others. All of us who show (yes all) are competitive to some 
degree. Why else would we enter trials? It’s not just for fun. It’s fun, yes, 
but we enter shows to compete. No matter what your individual goal 
for agility may be, you’re entering shows with competition in mind. 
It may be a competition against yourself, or your friends-- it could be 
that you’re looking to compete with the best in the country; or the 
world. No one goal is better than another. But no matter what you’re 
looking to achieve these characteristics will help further that goal.

Great competitors are disciplined.

Goals require discipline. The bigger the goal, the more disciplined 
one must be. No matter what we are looking to do in this sport (or 
any other sport for that matter) our discipline must be in line with our 
goals. Going to run thru’s once a week will not make for a realistic ex-
pectation to make an international team. This does not mean running 
drills for hours a week will (that’s another post in itself )-- but much 
more effort must be put in. Those with international team dreams are 
training (smartly) multiple times a week; they are studying courses, 
and video; they are keeping themselves fit-- they are especially work-
ing on keeping their dogs fit. Those with different aspirations still 
require discipline. We cannot expect 
results where the work has not been 
done. Which leads nicely into:

Great competitors are realistic.

Those who compete are aware that 
they are at the mercy of the day. 
Dramatic? Maybe. But competitors 
understand that every day cannot be 
“their” day. They know they cannot 
win everything every time. They know 
that there will be slumps and dry spells 
and silly mistakes. They understand that they are communicating 
and directing a dog-- a non-human creature-- through a complicated 
dance of hand signals, and verbal commands on an obstacle course at 
the fastest speed they are capable of completing it (total magic, by the 
way, if you haven’t previously acknowledged that). They know things 
will go wrong. They recognize the greatness of their teammates no 
matter what the outcome and know to keep expectations in check.

Great competitors focus on the journey, not the  
winning.

One of the best lessons I’ve taken away from agility is this fact. When 
I was younger (perhaps not much younger than I am now, unfortu-
nately) I was hung up 
on results; on winning 
in particular. It made 
everything else seem 
secondary-- I wasn’t 
focused on what it 
took to get there, but 
more what it would 
be like to be there. 
You cannot have one 
without the other. The 
greatest competitors 
in agility, and in other 
sports, all have had 
a journey to reach 
the goals they set for 
themselves. When 
you start to focus 
solely on the result 
you want, rather than 
process, you lose sight of what you’re doing this for. Make smaller, 
more attainable goals that lead to your ultimate goal. Understand the 
journey you are undertaking, and know that if you’re not willing to 
take what will inevitably come with it, you should not set out on it at 
all. (I’m still practicing this daily, by the way).

Great competitors know how to lose.

Like knowing the journey we undertake, we must know we will lose 
along the way. But losing cannot be the end all to the journey, but 
rather act as a way to jettison us further along. Competitors recog-
nize their faults and work to improve them. They congratulate their 
fellow competition, and truly celebrate the success of others. They 
are gracious winners-- but they are gracious when they lose as well. 
There is a quote I’ve seen quite a bit of, and it is something I want to 
carry forward with me as this journey continues: “Sometimes you win, 
sometimes you learn.”

We should always strive to keep learning-- at all levels in this sport, 
and in this life. If we can do that, if we can apply these characteristics 
to whatever the goal we’re searching to reach, then we can become 
great competitors too.

We’re almost there.

Meg McCarthy has been involved in agility since age 11 and has trained and 
competed for the last 14 years. Since that time, she has been to multiple national 
events, as well as competed at the AKC world team tryouts multiple times with her 
shelties. She hopes to compete internationally for the US team in the near future. 
More recently, she completed her masters in writing and has taken to the blogo-
sphere to chronicle her adventure with her newest teammate, Bolt. You can follow 
their journey at UnstoppableDogs.com

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
Meghan McCarthy 

What Makes a Great Competitor
by Meg McCarthy
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Agility is a fast-paced obstacle course that relies on nearly flawless 
communication between handler and dog. There’s no surer way to 
form a bond with your dog than agility training. And there’s an added 
bonus: You’ll have a great time doing it!

Agility is the most popular dog sport in the country, providing exercise 
and entertainment for both you and your dog. You will teach your 
dog to follow your cues through a timed obstacle course that includes 
tunnels, jumps, and other challenges. It’s an athletic activity for both 
of you, highlighting your dog’s agility and versatility as well as your 
teamwork and communication.

You don’t need to be a pro to get started: There are classes and 
matches for novices and experienced competitors–and every level in 
between.

What is Agility?
Running a dog in an agility trial is the ultimate game for you and your 
dog and is one of the most exciting canine sports for spectators. In 
an agility trial, a dog demonstrates its agile nature and versatility by 
following cues from the handler through a timed obstacle course of 
jumps, tunnels, weave poles and other objects. It’s an activity that 
strengthens the bond between dog and handler and provides fun and 
exercise for both, which might explain why it’s so enjoyable to watch 
and has become the fastest-growing dog sport in the United States!

Types of Classes
There are several types of classes offered at an agility trial: Standard, 
Jumpers with Weaves, Fifteen And Send Time (FAST) and Preferred. 
The Standard class has contact obstacles, which have yellow “contact 
zones” at each end. Contact obstacles include A-frame, dog walk and 
seesaw. The dog must place a least one paw in the contact zone in 
order not to receive a fault. This encourages safety in training and in 
running the course. The Standard class also has a variety of jumps; 
weave poles, pause table, tunnels and a closed tunnel. The Jumpers 
with Weaves class does not have contact obstacles or a pause table to
slow the team’s forward momentum. This is a very fast course requir-
ing instant decisions by the handler and close attention from the dog. 
The FAST class is an additional test of strategy, skill, accuracy, speed, 
timing and distance handling, to demonstrate a dog’s athletic ability 
and willingness to work with its handler in a fast-paced atmosphere 
over a variety of agility obstacles. As indicated by the title, the Fifteen 
and Send Time class uses fifteen (15) point-valued obstacles and/
or obstacle combinations. The course will include a ‘Send Bonus’ or 
distance element that will award a bonus of twenty (20) points if com-
pleted successfully.

Levels of Agility Competition
There are three different levels of competition in agility:

NOVICE
– for the dog that is just starting in agility. There are 14 to 16 obstacles 
on this course. The focus of the Novice class is on performing the 
obstacles with minimal handling technique.

OPEN
– for the dog that has completed the Novice level. There are 16 to
18 obstacles on this course. The focus of the open class is on more dif-
ficult obstacle course performance with more handling skill required.

EXCELLENT
– for the dog that has completed the Open level. There are 18 to 20 
obstacles on this course. The focus of the Excellent A & B class is to
provide the opportunity for dogs and handlers to demonstrate their 
superior skills in moving quickly and efficiently with close communica-
tion and teamwork through challenging agility courses. The Excellent 
B level is the class where dog/handler teams can earn the title, Master 
Agility Champion (MACH), in the Regular Classes.

How Agility is Scored
Agility is a time and fault sport where the qualifying requirements are 
more challenging as the competition class levels get higher. There are 
two types of faults: time and penalty. Time faults are given for every 
second a dog goes over the Standard Course Time as set by the length 
of the course. Below are examples of Penalty Faults that a judge may
assess a handler and dog:

•	 Taking an obstacle out of sequence
•	 Missing a contact zone 
•	 Displacing a bar or panel on a jump
•	 Jumping off the pause table before the judge is through counting
•	 Running around or refusing the next obstacle
•	 Exceeding the amount of time set by the judge for running the 

course
•	 Touching either the dog or any obstacle by the handler while 

running the course
•	 Outside assistance may be penalized
•	 Handler failure to control the dog may be penalized

 
For more information on agility and how to get started, go to:  
www.akc.org 

Getting Started in Agility
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

EUKANUBA WORLD CHALLENGE COMPETITION

The UK had very strict quarantine laws and these remained un-
changed for over 100 years but in more recent times they changed 
and that change came into force as of 1 January 2012.  Until then the 
UK had, very proudly, been a rabies-free country for a good number of 
decades. 

These changes three years ago made it easier for our dogs to travel 
more freely than ever before. Until then any dog coming into, or 
returning to, the UK had to spend 6 months in quarantine kennels 
before they could be released.

As of 1 October 2001 we had a Pets Passport which initially applied to 
movement within certain European countries but it transpired that the 
Pets Passport scheme related only to certain specified and approved 
carriers. Through time this extended to other countries which included 
the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

As far as Australia is concerned and 
speaking as someone who has exported 
an Australian Terrier from the UK to Aus-
tralia – I’m delighted to say he became 
a Ch in the breed’s homeland and he is 
believed to be the very first Australian 
Terrier exported from the UK to Australia 
to gain his Aust Ch title - I know all too 
well that this is one of the most difficult 
countries in the world to export to - be-
lieve me! Our veterinarian, a lovely lady, 
told us this at the time I initially made 
enquiries about exporting him and this 
was further confirmed by a friend here in 

Scotland who is also a veterinarian and who shows and judges dogs – 
and, oh boy, were they right!

To revert to the changes in the law, I have to say these changes were 
not without a few challenges along the way and that still applies to 
this day! Many of you will remember what happened to UK & Am Ch 
Millvalley Red Rufus on his return from a show in Europe some time 
ago when his microchip could not be read at the Border crossing; he 
ended up having to go into quarantine kennels until a microchip read-
er was found that could read his chip number. Then in mid October 
2014 yet another dog’s microchip could not be read upon its return to 
the UK from a show in Germany so that dog also had to spend time in 
a quarantine kennel.

On the basis of the potential problems with our Pet Passport system 
and, later the change in our quarantine laws, this meant that owners 
from the UK were simply not prepared to attend the Eukanuba World 
Challenge Competition, especially as it was always held in the US. If 
a problem were to be encountered when a dog was coming back in 
to the UK this would mean our UK owners could be faced with the 
prospect of their dogs having to be put into quarantine kennels for 
6 months and, if that were the case, their owners would then be left 
with a hefty bill to pay at the end of the day! Is it any wonder our UK 
owners shied away from the very idea? The answer to that was, quite 
frankly, very simple – it was a very resounding “No”!

Our 2013 Crufts BIS-winning PBGV Jilly competed as one of the two 
UK representatives in this competition in December 2013. Our other 
competitor was Ricky, the black St Poodle who later went on to win BIS 
at Crufts in 2014. Ricky, in fact, went on to become the overall winner 
of the World Challenge in 2013. 
 
Here, in the UK, we have 
the Eukanuba Champion 
Stakes Final and the winner 
of this joins our current 
Crufts BIS winner at the 
Eukanuba World Challenge 
- but as Ricky was by then 
based in South America his 
place was taken by the win-
ner of Reserve BIS at Crufts, 
a Samoyed. 

The seventh Eukanuba Ch 
Stakes Final was held in the 
UK in October 2014 and 
this was judged by professional handler Geoff Corish and his partner 
Michael Coad. Geoff is the agent/handler of UK Ch Gr Ch Temora’s 
Ri Diercc. Of the 29 competitors only three were terriers, one Border 
and two Wires one of which was the UK’s Top Dog in 2014. Geoff and 
Michael awarded the top spot to a blue merle Ch Sheltie who is the all-
time breed record-holder for the number of Challenge Certificate wins 
he currently has to his credit so it was Sid who headed off to Amster-
dam to compete in the Eukanuba World Challenge in mid December 
2014 along with the Res BIS- 
winning Samoyed from Crufts in 2014. 

As I said above this was the very first time this competition had ever 
been held outside the USA and it was held in conjunction with the 
Amsterdam Winners show so for those who attended it was certainly a 
very busy few days with lots of dogs to see!  

I’m delighted to say both of our UK representatives made it into the 
final twelve as did the Lhasa Apso who was representing Ireland.

As we know the winner of the World Challenge in Amsterdam was 
Ricky – there must be something about the name Ricky! This particular 
Ricky is the very well-travelled Affenpinscher from Indonesia who had 
won BIS at the World Dog Show held in Helsinki in early August 2014. 
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The More You Know

When the Newsletter Editor asked me to submit a bio, I happily replied 
that being a published author of a work of fiction has long been on my 
bucket list. 

I am a native Floridian, born and raised there.  Atlanta is the farthest 
North I have ever lived.  I grew up in old Florida before the Mouse 
and Theme Parks, beachfront high rises, and space shuttles. Cuba was 
what Las Vegas became.  There were miles of unspoiled beaches and 
one could become intoxicated by driving through orange groves in 
bloom in Central Florida in the spring.  I had an early love of dogs, but 
our family pets were mixed breeds usually resulting from neighbor-
hood accidental encounters.   I began training my first little cocker mix 
in our driveway using an early Blanche Saunders book from the library. 
That anyone would pay money for a dog or actually “do” anything 
with it was an unknown idea. My love of dogs was preceded by a love 
for Arabian horses. A sweet and dear old lady lives here with us now.  
She thinks she is a big dog and the dogs think so too.  She and I grew 
old(er) together.

I graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in Medical 
Technology and began a long career in health care.  I was working in 
a large hospital in the Tampa area when in the mid 80’s I was invited 
to be a part of a new Immunopathology Dept. This was an innovative 
concept at the time, with HIV just ahead and the importance of T and 
B cell analysis and tumor markers and bone marrow transplants and 
it was so gratifying to be a part of this area of medical care when it 
was in its infancy.  I met Ed in my freshman year at UF and he has truly 
been the Wind beneath my Wings in my dog activities and all my other 
schemes over the years.  The places I have led this man in the name of 
Adventure!

Upon finishing college and moving from student housing where the 
only allowed pets were the large cock roaches into a more normal 
apartment, the Saulvesters decided we must have a dog.  Our long 
time family vet at the time, like many vets still do, ran an informal 
placement for his clients who could no longer keep a dog.  He had a 
small young dog whose elderly owner could no longer keep her and 
he asked if we were in-
terested.  She was sweet 
and adorable and of 
course we took her. Since 
our first Aussie was es-
sentially a rescue, I have 
remained committed to 
helping abandoned and 
displaced dogs for many 
years. The vet called a 
few days later and said 
“here are her papers”.  We 
had a purebred dog!  An 
Australian Terrier, a breed 
I had never heard of. And 
from there I attended a 
Tampa Bay Kennel Club 
match and I felt like I had 
come home.

At our first show I met Elea-
nor Fischer who had the sec-
ond Aussie I had ever seen 
and she became a lifelong 
friend and mentor.  And by 
joining ATCA I met and was 
blessed by knowing some of 
the people who were found-
ers and cornerstones of our 
breed and Club. I began my 
involvement with ATCA in 
small ways:  “co- chair of this” 
and “assistant” to that and 
gradually became an active member, serving as an Officer and Board 
member and other lesser known functions over the years.

My first AKC title was an Obedience title and I remain active in the 
many competition areas open to our breed.  At that time there was 
only the Championship, the three Obedience titles CD, CDX, UD, and 
Tracking title.  This has been expanded to include other venues today 
that our breed can participate in and excel in, and in some cases teach 
us to be humble, and to certainly smile at the terrier view of what may 
be correct in the ring. I have been fortunate ( lucky?? perhaps) to have 
shown some good winning dogs in the past and to have a few breed  
“firsts” in performance areas.

In the early years of the breed there was much difference in breed 
type and in grooming of dogs presented in the ring. Sometimes in a 
large entry not all dogs looked to be the same breed and there were 
“pockets” of type geographically. There was a “Stud d’jour” mentality 
of breeding to the top dog of the day which did limit the gene pool   
rather than breed to a stud that brought into the line something that 
was needed to improve what the line was lacking.  Health checks were 
unknown.  The lineup at our specialties now is breathtaking, with 
dogs of outstanding type in keeping with our standard and excellent 
(sometimes over??) grooming and presentation.

I was asked to offer some words of wisdom, and it is always easier 
to offer advice than to take it, but here goes:  There can be lessons 
learned from losing as well as from winning. Say thank you. Keep dog 
shows and dog breeding in their proper prospective.  Marriages have 
been broken, children put to the side, money overspent by being con-
sumed by “winning”.  Keep your life balanced. Mentor to others what 
experience has taught you and the best kind of mentoring is when the 
recipient does not realize they are being mentored.

I still remember vividly the day our first little Aussie was put in my 
arms 45 years ago, the way the sun came through the window, what I 
was wearing, and as she nuzzled against my neck, I knew in that mo-
ment the direction of my life would change and what a journey it has 
been.  In closing, please go to You Tube and find agility trainer Susan 
Garrett’s fine video called “The Journey”.  This says it all. 

Susan Saulvester
Tak-A Chance Australian Terriers

Each Issue we will try and engage ATCA members to write a bit about themselves with the intent  
of  ‘passing along’ a bit of wisdom to our readers.  

As Dr Suess once said, “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”
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The same technology that tests the safety systems that keep you from 
pin-balling around your car in a crash are finally being used for man’s 
best friend.

Subaru and the Center for Pet Safety converged on the MGA Research 
Corporation’s federally approved vehicle occupant testing lab to see 
how well some of the most popular pet restraints hold Fido during 
a crash. The short 
answer? Not well.

Of the seven har-
nesses tested at the 
lab, which conducts 
tests for the National 
Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Board, only 
one restraint ranked 
as a “top performer” 
in the Center for Pet Safety study. The other six exhibited everything 
from stitching and hardware problems to what researchers called 
“catastrophic failure.” How catastrophic? According to the CPS, the 
harness “fails in such a way that it allows the test dog to become a full 
projectile or releases the test dog from the restraint.”

The Subaru/CPS test highlights a larger problem: There are no 
standards or uniform testing procedures for dog restraint systems. 
That didn’t keep the manufacturers of the harnesses included in the 
tests from claiming in promotional materials or packaging that their 
products underwent “testing” or “crash testing” and provide “crash 
protection.”

In order to lay some 
groundwork for a stan-
dard, the CPS looked to 
the Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard 213 that 
outlines how a child 
safety seat must perform 
during testing. That 
includes a dynamic test 
that mimics a 30 mph 
crash, with a sled that 

bursts into motion to see how the various restraints hold up to the 
force. It’s also the standard many of the companies making the dog 
restraint systems say they adhere to.

For the CPS study, the group used three plush test dogs — one repre-
senting a 25-pound terrier mix, another based on a 45-pound border 
collie, and a large 75-pound 
golden retriever — to repre-
sent the majority of canine 
companions in the U.S. 
Although some restraints did 
a good job keeping the dogs 
in place, limiting their spinal 
movement, and controlling 
rotation, only one aced all the 
tests: the Sleepypod ClickIt 

There’s nothing that will put a smile on your face quite like a dog with 
a case of the zoomies. I’m not sure what’s going through their minds 
as they spontaneously combust into motion besides the wind whis-
tling between their ears, but I am sure of its effect on me.

For those of you who’ve never seen a dog with the zoomies, the best 
way I can explain it comes from a line in the Charlie Daniels tune, 
Uneasy Rider. Imagine dogs running around “… steppin’ and fetchin’ 
like their heads was on fire and their asses was catchin.’” and you’ll be 
on the right track.

The zoomies seem to descend on them like an unsuspecting parish-
ioner in a gospel church getting filled with the spirit. And then, just 
as quickly as it descended, it’s gone, leaving its victim to gawk at the 
gawkers as if they were the crazy ones.

As a dog lover, I’ve come to 
envy this behavior above 
almost all others that dogs 
possess; I mean who wouldn’t 
love the idea of going bat shit 
crazy in front of a bunch of 
people and having them think 
fondly of the experience? This 
may explain why I liked Andy 
Kaufman so much.

Dogs themselves seem to have mixed feelings about it. Done alone in 
the company of humans it usually produces laughs, titters, and guf-
faws; followed by a reward of some sort for the exceptional effort put 
forth. However, done in the presence of other dogs the reactions can 
vary wildly.

Tag You’re It 
This attitude is favored by young dogs and puppies. It usually starts 
with a group standing around staring at one another going “I don’t 
know, whadda you wanna do?” Suddenly, one of the dogs starts 
zooming about as I’ve described before. Traversing the area like a 
drunken Tasmanian Devil the dog arrives back where it started and 
stops as if nothing ever happened. Then, just as suddenly, another dog 
is infected and continues the spasmodic, quick time march. This much 
studied phenomenon is often the basis for the scientific theories of 
cold fusion and can be observed at doggy day care throughout the 
land.

How Gauche!
This attitude is prevalent when younger dogs get the zoomies in the 
presence of older dogs. There is much eye rolling and tongue wagging 
displayed by the older dogs as they wonder what kind of parent lets 
their kids run around like that.

I guess when it comes down to it, the zoomies remind me of what it’s 
like to be young and carefree and old and grumpy; admiring and  
admonishing the things that made and make me like my favorite 
animal on the planet. Silliness is a beautiful thing.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
dogloversdigest.com

What Happens When 
Your Dog’s Car Harness 

Gets Crash-Tested
The Zoomies!

by Kevin Myers
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH3 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXG MJB2
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJS OF
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXB MXJ MJS
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX MXJ ME EE4 
 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
 
 

     

GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Christhill Morongo
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K

 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master    
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip the Zip 
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
           CH Outbackred’s Advent Star
GCH CH Christhill Morongo
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
     

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

                    Jan 1, 2014 to Dec 31, 2014
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                    October 2014

CHAMPION
CH Araluen’s Entertainment Tonight
Breeder: Cheryl & Jim Mechalke
Owner: Cheryl & Jim Mechalke
CH Johnmanda-Kambara’s Genral Pickett
Breeder: Kim & Gary Floyd
Owner: Kim Floyd
CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Susan & James Gersin 
CH Tapa Thanksgivings Grace
Breeder: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
Owner: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
CH Zantoka Kyra Angel Hope BN RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
CH Zantoka’s Just Cool Redboy RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Christhill The Girl Next Door BN
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Marietta Cowan & Kreg Hill
GCH CH Samabel Diamond In The Ruff
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Zane Smith
BEGINNER NOVICE
CH Shastakin Cinnamon Fern BN RN 
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner: Mary Freeman
Wismiss Regency Bonza Boy BN RN 
Breeder: C Sazama & I.E. Weinstock & K Bryan & A Wright
Owner: Barbera Curtis & Kerrier Bryan
PRE-COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Greyrock Mister Chief CDX BN PCDX RE
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Greyrock Mister Chief CDX BN RE
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
RALLY NOVICE
CH Dreamtime Razzle Dazzle RN
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
AGILITY FAST OPEN PREFERRED
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX BN GO RE AX OAJ AJP NF OFP
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
                                       

                                    November 2014

CHAMPION
CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva 
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
CH Dreamtime’s Boy Toy 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban 
Owner: Marilyn Harban
CH Johnmanda-Kambara’s Spressatura 
Breeder: Kim Floyd 
Owner: Christine Worley & Kim Floyd 
CH Tapa Monty Yoder
Breeder: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
Owner: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Rock Village Forever And Always
Breeder: Lisa Violette 
Owner: Lisa Violette
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CDX RE THDN CGCA 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Pat Goshorn
CH Temora Keeping Stride CDX GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Cindy Burgess
COMPANION DOG
CH Zantoka Kyra Angel Hope CD BN RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
GRADUATE OPEN
CH Temora Keeping Stride CDX GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Cindy Burgess
BEGINNER NOVICE
Zantoka Morning Sun BN RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman 
RALLY ADVANCED
The Farm’s Top Flight RA NA AXJ OAP NF 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt 
RALLY NOVICE
Bluquo Daydream Believer RN
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Rita Farmer 
NOVICE AGILITY
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party NA NAJ
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gaule Roache 
Owner: Nancy Tibbett 
OPEN AGILITY
CH Kambara’s Aviatrix CD RA OA NAJ JE
Breeder: Anne Mitchell 
Owner: Kim Floyd & Andrea Reyes 
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November 2014 continued...

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
The Farm’s Top Flight RA NA AXJ OAP NF CGC 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt 
NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party NA NAJ
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gaule Roache 
Owner: Nancy Tibbett 
ADVANCED CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
The Farm’s Top Flight RA NA AXJ OAP NF CGCA 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt 

December 2014

NOVICE AGILITY PREFERRED
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot to Trott BN RA NAP
Breeder: Darlene Evans & Thalia Rott & Sue Bachman
Owner: Thalia Rott
OPEN AGILITY JUMPER
CH Kambara’s Aviatrix CD RA OAJ JE
Breeder: Anne Mitchell 
Owner: Kim Floyd & Andrea Reyes 
 

Eukanuba Week 
Results

Space Coast Kennel Club  
Judge David Krogh 
BOB - GCH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
BOS - CH Shastakin Flying Dyson 
SEL Dog - GCH Temora Say It With Bacon 
SEL Bitch - Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura

Brevard Kennel Club 
Judge Keke Kahn
BOB - GCH Temora Say It With Bacon 
BOS - CH Shastakin Flying Dyson 
SEL Dog - GCH Arista Redsky’s Love Is All There Is CGC
SEL Bitch - GCH Christhill Coachella

Central Florida Kennel Club 
Judge David Kirkland 
BOB - GCH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
BOS - CH Shastakin Flying Dyson
SEL Dog - GCH Temora Say It With Bacon 
SEL Bitch - Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura

AKC National Owner-Handled Series Finals 
Judge Geraldine Kelly
BOBOH - CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party

AKC/Eukanuba National Championship 
Judge Lowell Davis
BOB - GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill
BOS - Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura 
SEL Dog - CH Dunham Lake Moon Dreams
SEL Bitch - CH Shastakin Flying Dyson
BBE - CH Dunham Lake Moon Dreams
AM1 -  GCH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
AM2 - GCH Arista Redsky’s Love Is All There Is CGC 
AM3 - GCH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip 
BBV & BBV Grp 4 - GCH CH Abq San Isidro Christhill
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Send	  payment	  to:	  
	  

Kreg	  Hill,	  Treasurer,	  ATCA,	  255	  N	  El	  Cielo	  Rd,	  Suite	  140-‐274,	  Palm	  Springs,	  CA	  92262-‐6974.	  	  
Make	  checks	  out	  to	  ATCA	  with	  the	  notaJon,	  2015	  Calendar	  

	  
OR	  –	  Purchase	  through	  the	  Australian	  Terrier	  Store	  at	  	  	  www.australianterrier.org	  

	  
OR	  –	  Use	  your	  Paypal	  account	  and	  send	  correct	  amount	  to	  atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	  

ALL	  PRICES	  INCLUDE	  SHIPPING	  AND	  HANDLING	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	  	  	  US	  &	  Canada 	   	  All	  Other	  Countries	  
1	  Calendar 	   	  $17.50 	   	   	  $22.50	  
2	  Calendars 	   	  $33.90 	   	   	  $38.50	  
3	  Calendars 	   	  $50.95 	   	   	  $55.95	  
4	  Calendars 	   	  $67.80 	   	   	  $72.80	  

2015	  Calendar	  Cover	  Contest	  Winner!	  
SubmiEed	  by	  Susan	  Jacobsen.	  

Order	  your	  Calendar	  Today!	  



Back cover.....

CH Blue Moon Boston Pops

“Little Man” is Blue Moon’s latest  
Special.  

Little Man finished his champion-
ship by going BOB over specials at 13 
months from the bred by class.  

Still young, he will be shown sparingly 
in 2015.  

Little Man is a merry member of the 
Blue Moon Aussie family and is loved 
by his breeder, owner, handler Jeanne 
Popovits.

The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org
 

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977
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