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Message from the President
William Christensen

March in some parts of the country brings the 
promise of spring and, in others, spring itself.  
With the season springs the hope that this year’s 
show season will be better than the last—there 
will be more shows with Aussie entries and more 
shows with majors, or at least some shows with 
majors.   However, the prospect for this happen-
ing is not good.  As AKC Chairman Ron Menaker 

detailed in his September report, yearly confirmation entries have 
declined from 1.85 million in 2005 to 1.45 million in 2015, and the 
decline has been little affected by the introduction of Grand Cham-
pionships and the NOHS.  During the same period, the number of 
yearly conformation championships awarded decreased from 22,400 
to 18,600.  It is important to view these numbers in the context of 
increasing dog and litter registrations during the last 3 years as well as 
increasing entries in performance events.  

Among Mr. Menaker’s suggested remedies for the decline in con-
formation participation were the recruitment of younger members 
through expanding the Juniors program, outreach to community 
organizations such as 4H and the Girl Scouts, more support for dog 
clubs, and the expansion of digital communication with dog owners.  
In line with these remedies, the ATCA has expanded eligibility for ATCA 
junior memberships and simplified the ATCA membership process 
itself.  Those changes have been incorporated into the ATCA bylaws, 
and, after approval by the AKC, will be submitted to the membership 
for its vote.  I hope that you will vote in the affirmative.

Although the overall number of dogs and litters registered has been in-
creasing, this does not apply to Australian Terriers.   I have looked at the 
registration data available from AKC for the years 2008 to 2015, the last 
year for which complete information is available.  During those years, 
the breed ranking of Australian Terriers decreased from 93/158 breeds 
to 130/189 breeds.  The actual number or dogs registered decreased 
from 285 to 205, with a low of 145 in 2014, and the number of litters 
registered has decreased steadily from 178 to 66 per year. 

I recall that 20 years ago, it was nearly impossible for a relatively new 
member of ATCA to obtain a quality Australian Terrier bitch from a 
quality breeder for breeding purposes.   Now, the circumstances for a 
potential dog breeder have been rendered even more adverse by the 
passage of local and state regulations which discourage if not prohibit 
the breeding and sale of purebred dogs and by the social pressure 
which encourages the purchase of “rescue dogs.”  The information that 
most “rescue dogs” are dogs imported from the Philippines, Mexico 
and Puerto Rico for the purpose of supplying “shelters” with dogs for 
sale is not widely known, even among purebred dog fanciers.  Shelters 
have replaced pet shops as the source of dogs, with the strong support 
HSUS- and PETA-sponsored legislation which effectively restricts the 
availability of dogs to this venue.

What might we do as ATCA members to increase the number of Aus-
sies?   We should spread the truth about the shelter business, looking 
especially closely at those shelters active in our own communities.  We 
should increase our use of social media to promote the satisfaction 
of owning and competing, whether in confirmation or performance 
events, with purebred, “purpose-bred,” dogs.  Of more initial appeal 
might be the posting of pictures and videos of people engaging in 
fun activities with their dogs.  We should also exhibit more supportive 
interaction with breeders of quality Australian Terriers, whether within 
the club or not.  After all, only 17% of all purebred dogs have been bred 
by someone whom we would regard as active in the fancy.  

I am sure that the board would welcome any other positive sugges-
tions for improving the number and popularity of Australian Terriers.
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America’s Most Popular Dog By Breed 



Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Julie Seaton 
First Quarter 2017 

Membership Applications:

Carol Franklin, VA
Sponsors are Grace Massey & Lori Gutzwiller

Priscilla Sharpless, WI 
Sponsors are Julie Seaton & Carole Larsen

Karen Drumm, NY 
Sponsors are Heather Rife & Eva Campbell 

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

First Quarter 2017

ATCA Board of Directors’ activities since last Talkabout Report.

ATCA Board Teleconference Minutes, January 16, 2017, Minutes ap-
proved 28 Jan 2017

Board Members Present:  Bachman, Bryan, Christensen, Evans, 
Gaudet, Massey, Platte, Popovits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, and 
Yates; Board Member Absent:  Gersin

The meeting was called to order @ 6.04 p.m. PST by President, Bill 
Christensen.  Alexa Samarotto volunteered to be time keeper.  

Minutes from last Board Meeting, held on June 22, 2016, have been 
previously approved and published.  

Report of the Corresponding Secretary:  Julie Seaton reported 
there were 2 new member applicants being processed and she had 
updated ATCA’s information on the AKC website.  

Report of the Treasurer:  Financial statements were previously pub-
lished.  Discussion was held regarding documenting expenses to the 
year they occurred.  Darlene Evans, Treasurer, said she would make 
notations in the memo section of the items in question to further 
explain the data entries as this was easier when processing items in 
Quick Books software.  

Darlene Evans reported she would be setting up a Treasurer’s 
Calendar to help keep track of expenses due dates.  Bill Christensen 
reported the ATCA website domain name is in the process of being 
renewed.  The website hosting license has recently been renewed for 
3 years.  

Bill Christensen reported IRS information has been submitted to ATCA 
member, Mike Manderfeld, who normally files the tax forms for ATCA.

Mike has agreed to file them for 2015/2016 fiscal year.  

Professional Editor for Talkabout Proposal:  was previously distrib-
uted to the Board.  Bill Christensen stated that this was for informa-
tion from a request from the now defunct Editorial Committee.  Julie 
Seaton will continue as Talkabout Editor.

Status of ATCA as a New Jersey corporation: Bill Christensen reported 
ATCA member, Pat Zupan, had filed the necessary paperwork in the 
fall when it was due.

Meetings at 2017 National in Missouri:  With a unanimous vote, the 
Board approved the Annual Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 30th at 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. and the General Membership Meeting for Thursday, June 
1st at 5 p.m. in the Banquet Room after the Gateway Terrier Show.  

Health Committee proposed health testing at the 2017 National 
Specialty:  After a lengthy discussion, the Board approved the Health 
Committee’s request to spend $2450 at the 2017 National Specialty to 
encourage ATCA Members to do health testing.  The proposal passed 
with 11 approvals, Evans voted No.   

The Board approval allows Dr. Pamela Clary, of St. Louis, will bring her 
mobile vet unit to the hotel for a minimum of 10 dogs at $200 per dog 
for a total cost to ATCA of $2000 for the day.  

Dr. Johnson of St. Louis Ophthalmology Clinic will come for the day for 
$450.  Dr. Johnson did the last St. Louis eye clinic.

With ATCA support, the cost to ATCA Members per dog will be $122 
for thyroid, patella, and eye testing and paperwork submission ($100 
for mobile vet and $22 for eye test).  Full health testing normal cost = 
$257.

National Specialty updates:  Julie Seaton, Specialty Chair, reported 
everything was up-to-date and going smoothly for our 2017 National 
Specialty in Eureka, Missouri the first week in June.  

Committee Chairs, 2017/2018 
After a motion by Kerrie Bryan, seconded by Alexa Samarotto, the Fu-
turity Committee Chair, Sue Bachman was added to this list.  All were 
unanimously approved by the Board.  
AKC Sportsmanship Award – Elaine Strid
Aussie Store – Susan Saulvester
Awards (Versatility) – Susan Saulvester
Futurity – Sue Bachman
Health – Teresa Schreeder 
Legislative Liaison – Kerrie Bryan
National Specialty Planning Coordinator – Kreg Hill
Performance Committee – Celeste Platte
Public Education/Breed Referral – Rita Farmer
Register of Merit Coordinators – Mike and Kendall Liga
Supported Entry and Mae Roo Trophies – Alexa Samarotto
Publication Editors:
 Facebook – Sandra Weigle
 Webmaster – Kerrie Bryan

Bylaws changes were reviewed and discussed by the Board.  Bill Chris-
tensen, Grace Massey, Sherrill Yates, Darlene Evans and Alexa Sama-
rotto will continue to work to finalize the bylaws for Board approval 
before submission to AKC.  The ATCA Standing Rules, when updated 
by Vice President, Grace Massey, will be sent to the Board for their 
review and comments.  
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ATCA AusTTrust Trustees approved by the Board for 2017:  Kerrie 
Bryan and Jeanne Popovits  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 PST.  

Board Approved:  Rescinding the board action of 9 Sep 2015 at the 
Annual Board Meeting in Chattanooga, TN which stated:  No member 
of the Nominating Committee may submit their name for office or open 
position on the Board.  (Note:  A Nominating Committee member who 
wishes to be on the slate may step down thus allowing that position to be 
filled by an “alternate” and because they are no longer on the Nominating 
Committee are eligible for nomination). 

Reason for rescinding:  When this ruling was made, the board did 
not have all the information needed to make an informed decision. 
It has since been learned that this motion is a direct contradiction to 
Roberts Rules of Order.  AKC, who must approve our bylaws changes, 
follows Roberts Rules of Order closely. 

The paragraph of Roberts Rules of Order relative to this issue is under 
paragraph 46, “Nominations by a Committee.”   “Members of the 
nominating committee are not barred from becoming nominees 
for office themselves.  To make such a requirement would mean, 
first, that service on the nominating committee carry a penalty by 
depriving its members of one of their privileges; and second, that 
appointment or election to the nominating committee could be 
used to prevent a member from becoming a nominee.”

One New Member was approved:  
Dana Dean
94 Water Street
Randolph Center, VT  05061
802-238-5998 home
802-728-2767 cell
vtitdd@gmail.com
Kennel: Mizu no Michi

ATCA Nationals, Supported Entries and Regional Specialties in 2017

January 5/6  Desert Empire of Southern California, Palm Springs, CA
January 7/8  Kennel Club of Palm Springs, CA

April 13/14  Northern California Terrier Association, Sacramento, CA 
April 15/16  Sacramento Kennel Club, Sacramento, CA

May 6  Raritan Valley ATC Regional w/ Buck’s County Kennel Club, 
Erwinna, PA

May 13/14  Rio Grande Kennel Club, Albuquerque, NM 

June 1  Gateway Terrier Association, Purina Farms, Eureka, MO
June 2  ATCA National Specialty w/Mississippi Valley KC, Purina Farms, 
Eureka, MO
June 4  Missouri Rhineland KC, Purina Farms, Eureka, MO

June 25  Great Western Terrier Assoc., Long Beach, CA 

September 8   ATCC Regional Specialty w/Rocky Mountain All Terrier 
Club, Greeley, CO
September 9/10  Evergreen Colorado KC, Greeley, CO
October 6  Raritan Valley ATC with Hatboro Dog Club, Wrightstown, PA 
October 8  Montgomery County Kennel Club, Blue Bell, PA 
      
January 4/5, 2018  Desert Empire of Southern California, Palm Springs, 
CA
January 6/7, 2018 Kennel Club of Palm Springs, CA
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Committees Annual Reports for Year 2016, Approved Feb 14, 2017
 
AKC GAZETTE BREED COLUMN Report for 2016, Columnist Grace 
Massey, firewalkeraussies@gmail.com 
Articles sent to AKC Gazette during 2016 were:
February 2016 - Beware of Sulfa Antibiotics (Sulfonamides) 
May 2016 - Oh, to be a puppy BUYER!
Aug 2016 - A Once in a Lifetime Dog, Guest Author, Dr. Heather Rife
Nov 2016 - Apparent Conflict of Interest

All articles since I started writing them in November 2007 have been 
sent to: Julie Seaton, Talkabout Editor, to be published in the Talk-
about

I am always looking for new material to write about.  If anyone has any 
ideas for an article or would like to serve as guest columnist please let 
me know at gracec@vims.edu.

ARCHIVE & PRESERVATION/HISTORIAN, Sue Bachman, Carol Sazama 
and Darlene Evans
At the National Board Meeting in June, it was decided to combine 
the two activities into one.  Carol has been very instrumental as the 
Historian.  She was the editor for the 50th Commemorative.  Sue, Carol 
and Darlene have worked closely in determining what needed to be 
scanned and available and what should be sent to AKC for storage.

The archive material is backed up automatically by carbonite.  Darlene 
has 2 systems, one dedicated only to archive and one that receives 
the raw data.  Both systems are backed up automatically daily.   If any 
member of ATCA would like to access to this data, they can contact 
Darlene for access code and password.

Our Committee would like to encourage all owners of Aussies, to send 
in their photos for preservation.   

AUSSIE STORE 2016, Susan Saulvester
Sales from the Aussie Store have decreased over the past several 
years.  When the Store first began many years ago it distributed breed 
and Club information at a time when there was not much breed spe-
cific merchandise or information available.  Since that time, the arrival 
of Amazon.com, eBay, Café Press, Zazzle and many private merchants 
selling Aussie related products on line has impacted our Store.  The 
majority of our sales are to the pet owners. Over the years the Store 
has had to compete with on line merchants while having only a mod-
est budget for inventory. 
I would like to work with our webmaster to update and clean up the 
store inventory listing, focusing on the few products that ATCA only 
can provide, such as breed info, Clarification of the Standard, the 
popular grooming CD, and phase out some of the other products that 
we have only a limited supply of. The Aussie Store cannot compete 
with on line vendors. The New Owner’s Guide is very out of date and I 
suggest that the relevant information it includes be revised and incor-
porated on the web site under a heading “Breed Information for New 
and Prospective Owners”. 

Most sales continue to come via Pay Pal, including most of the 2017 
calendar sales.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/BREED REFERRAL for 2016, Sandra Weigle, 
Chair No Report Received. 

mailto:gracec%40vims.edu?subject=gracec%40vims.edu


Last, but not least, I have to give credit to each and every one of those 
who have purchased this calendar and supported the Australian Ter-
rier Club of America! The ATCA is to promote and protect the breed 
and what better way than with a calendar full of beautiful pictures. We 
have sold 182 calendars for a total income of $3497.25! Very similar 
to our sales this time last year. This is the second year we have been 
able to reduce printing costs by using a Virginia printing company and 
savings in shipping costs by mailing all the calendars from my home 
kept the expenses down to a total of only $1224.51, again very similar 
to last year this time. This brings our current profit to $2208.59!!! Last 
year we were able to sell 198 calendars. Hopefully, this year we are 
able to sell the full 200 ordered!

HEALTH 2016, Teresa Schreeder, Chair; with Bill Christensen, Pamela 
Levy, Jeanne Popovits, Thalia Rott, Susan Saulvester, Elain Strid 

Accomplishments:
•	 2016 Completed the CHIC testing for first 100 dogs
•	 2016 Completed Education day with cancer speaker 
•	 2016 Discount for ACVO eye test offered at the specialty 3 dogs 

participated 
•	 2016 Completed online survey started 2015 - 253 dog’s partici-

pated (106 males, 134 females)* See note at end of report 

In Progress:
•	 Hemangiosarcoma study started 2016 as of 1/5/17 the balance is 

$2270.00 will continue to support the study at the next specialty
•	 Health testing for the 2017 specialty complete testing being of-

fered at a discount price  

Goals/Plan:
•	 Develop a plan for fundraising for Australian Terrier Trust
•	 Continue to answer Health questions within the committee’s 

scope of knowledge from Website
•	 Upgrade the grooming CD to include video
•	 Complete the Hemangiosarcoma fund raising  

Health survey findings of the dogs reported:
•	 Cancer: mast cell (4dogs) and Hemangiosarcoma (4dogs)
•	 Eye: Cataracts (12dogs) diagnosed after 8yrs of age (9dogs), dry 

eye(6dogs) more common
•	 Orthopedic: patellar luxation (9dogs) most common, cruciate 

strain (4dogs) and rupture (4dogs)
•	 Endocrine: 13 dogs diagnosed with DM (13Dogs), followed by 

pancreatitis (8dogs) and hypothyroid (8dogs)

JUDGES EDUCATION COMMITTEE Report for 2016, Jane Tenor and 
Kerrie Bryan (co-chairs), with Sue Bachman, Carol Sazama and Ida 
Ellen Weinstock

ATCA Sanctioned Breed Seminars:  
At the ATCA National held in Long Beach, California in June 2016, 
Jane Tenor and Ida Ellen Weinstock presented a Breed Seminar to 13 
judges. The judges also received ringside mentoring.
At the AKC Advanced Terrier Seminar held in Orlando, Florida, Jane 
Tenor and Kerrie Bryan presented a Breed Seminar to 22 judges. They 
also took part in the Color and Sparring Seminar conducted by Sue 
Vroom. The feedback from both sessions was most positive.

Mentor’s Corner:  The mentors’ corner was held at Long Beach, Cali-
fornia
Ringside Observation: 13 Judges participated in ringside observa-
tion in Long Beach. Throughout the year other judges have been 
mentored at ringside by ATCA approved mentors. It is planned to offer 
ringside mentoring at the 2017 National Specialty.

AWARD, AKC OUTSTANDING SPORTSMANSHIP 2016 REPORT, Alexa 
Samarotto
For 2016, a Call for Nominations for this Award together with the AKC’s 
qualifications for Outstanding Sportsmanship and the ATCA’s initial 
procedures were published as required in the Talkabout. In addition, 
an email was sent by the Club to all members soliciting nominees 
for this award. The nominees received from the membership were 
announced at the Annual Meeting and Banquet and, for the first time, 
the members present were asked to vote on the winner. The winner 
for 2016, announced at that ATCA Annual Banquet was Barbera Curtis.  
The AKC has left the structure of the program up to each individual 
club to decide its own process and criteria.

•	 Nominees must have abided by the AKC Sportsman Code of Eth-
ics in all cases.

•	 A call for nominations should appear in at least two issues of the 
Talkabout.

•	 Nominations will be received from any member in good standing 
of the ATCA and AKC and can    be received for any member in 
good standing of the ATCA and AKC.

•	 Nominations will be received in writing. Nominators are encour-
aged to write a brief blurb on why they feel their nominee should 
win. 

The ATCA members will vote for the winner by anonymous ballot. 
Each member will vote for one candidate to determine the winner.

AWARDS COMMITTEE 2016, Susan Saulvester, Chair; with Barb 
Curtis & Thalia Rott
The interest and participation in Club Awards, new title bars, the 
Versatility Awards, and the Henderson Obedience Awards have 
continued to grow.  Members regularly update me on their dog’s 
new title progress and the plaques that ATCA offers all members are 
well received.  ATCA has always supported performance events and 
companion events as well as the conformation wins and we have 
members currently training for or competing in all the AKC venues 
open to our breed.  The cover of the last issue of the Talkabout was a 
performance dog.

The Awards Committee is already receiving requests from members 
for their plaques which will be presented in St Louis.  Information on 
Club Awards and how to apply for them will be in the next issue of the 
Newsletter.

ATCA awards and plaques are very popular and coveted, are designed 
to coordinate well for new additions year after year, and serve as rec-
ognition to our members who title an Australian Terrier.

CALENDAR REPORT 2016, Grace Massey, Chair
This year the creation of this calendar has again been a team effort. 
The participants in the cover contest submitted many excellent pho-
tos. There was a team of 8 people, to remain anonymous, who blindly 
ranked all the entries. Cover, runner-ups and honorable mentions 
were chosen based on the total of all the rankings. The choices would 
have been impossible if I had not had the help of these 8 Australian 
Terrier lovers. I want to extend my thanks to each and every one.

The twelve members who sponsored a page of the calendar sub-
mitted excellent photos! I am extremely pleased with the diversity 
captured this year! We have a bunch of puppies this year mixed in 
with a couple old timey photos two of our members resurrected 
from their photo collection. Special thanks to Susan Jacobsen, and 
Norma Rowley for the work they did to get their pages “camera ready”. 
I would also like to thank Darlene Evans for her work setting up the 
calendar grid pages and Susan Saulvester for her help keeping track of 
the PayPal payments and with shipping.
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Videographer:  AKC is planning to make videos of all Breeds and 
Alexa Samarotto made a request to have this done at the ATCA 
Specialty in June 2017. As yet, we have had no reply from AKC. We will 
follow up.

Mentor/Presenter Materials:  Breed Presentation- We are working on 
a reorganization of the sequence of slides in the Presentation as well 
as working on an extended presentation of the History of the Austra-
lian Terrier for the website.

Mentor Materials:  It is intended that a mentors’ program with more 
visual examples in a digital format be designed.  Jane Tenor had the 
opportunity to discuss with Pat Hastings, the program the Dober-
man club has for mentors.  Pat has offered to assist the JE Committee 
with doing the same for our club if we decide to move forward with 
it.  Their mentors’ program is such that it can be used on a tablet or 
smart phone.  It allows a mentor to select a photo of their choice from 
the program- for instance, temperament-that embodies that look and 
then have a choice of photos. The mentor can select from the choices 
and then discuss.  This is helpful when sitting ringside and a mentor 
might want to expand on what is present or the person being men-
tored asks a specific question and the mentor can show examples.  A 
phone or tablet is ready at hand. When Jane asked Pat if the obtaining 
the photos were the hardest part, she said yes, it took a long time. 

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON Report 2016, Kerrie Bryan 
The Legislative Committee has the mission of informing members of 
current legislation that may affect dog owners and advise them of 
action that may be taken.
•	 The Legislative Button on the ATCA web site under MEMBERS is 

updated monthly. This button links to the AKC Taking Command 
Bulletins and Alerts.

•	 Copies of TAKING COMMAND are sent to ATCA members via 
email.

•	 Specific alerts are sent to members.
•	 The Legislative Liaison coordinates any response to Legislation 

by the ATCA Board

PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE for Specialties Report for 2016, Celeste 
Platte, Chair
The St Louis Rally and Obedience trials are set.  AKC has approved four 
hours of Obedience and four hours of Rally on both Friday and Satur-
day June 2 and 3, 2017.  Stewards have been hired to assure a smooth 
running of the events.

The required ribbons have been arranged for by Show Chair Julie 
Seaton through the show superintendent.  Prizes for Thursday and 
Friday obedience and rally are being awarded by ATCA.  The prizes for 
placements on Saturday are being donated by two ATCA members.

ATCA ROM REPORT 2016, Mike and Kendall Liga, Co-Chairs
DAM OF MERIT EXCELLENT:
Name:      CH Temora Maid of Islay
 RN197644/06
 Date of Birth: 10-27-09
 Owner:  Julie Seaton
 Breeder:  Julie Seaton

Offspring:
Name:       
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX2 OM2 GO ON    
CH Temora When In Doubt Wear Red 
GCH CH Temora American Maid
CH Temora Viva La Vida     
CH Temora Cause and Effect     
CH Temora Bud and Blossom 

WEBMASTER Report for 2016, Kerrie Bryan, Webmaster
Website: The web site was totally updated in 2016. It now runs on 
smart phones, tablets and computers.  A Members’ access page to The 
Talkabout was added.

Member Notices: Notices to members were sent on a frequent and 
timely basis to all members by email. Mass mailings were sent to indi-
vidual members to safeguard members’ privacy.

Facebook is administered by Sandra Weigle and she will report this in 
her Public Education Report.

TALKABOUT NEWSLETTER Report for 2016, Julie Seaton, Editor
Members receiving the Newsletter via email - 164
Paying Non-Members receiving the Newsletter via email – 13
Non-Paying New Aussie Owners Program via email – 34
Paying Member Hardcopies - 34
Paying Non-Member Hardcopies - 17

Judges receiving the Newsletter via email - 235
Individual Hardcopies sold (no subscription) – 10
Total Email Subscriptions: 416
Total Hardcopy Subscriptions: 51
The Cover is sold through Issue 4, 2017

The Back cover is NOT sold, and I will be submitting a proposal to 
the BOD to reduce the fee.  With each printed edition I am ordering 
60 copies, the extras are selling individually for $7.00 each.  Ads are 
picking up and the sale of at least 2-3 pages of ads is allowing the 
magazine to be in color 100%.  I hope that as it has been for the last 5 
years, The Talkabout breaks even and remains a viable publication for 
all that read it.

ATCA SUPPORTED ENTRY TROPHY COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2016, 
Alexa Samarotto
(AND AWARDS OF MERIT AND MAE ROO TROPHIES)
The ATCA Supported Entry Trophy Committee has the responsibility 
of keeping and sending the ATCA Supported Entry Trophies to the 
Liaison for each supported entry approved by the Board throughout 
the year, in a timely fashion. Currently, we have Club logo decorated 
plates and key chains to be awarded to the Winners Dog and Winners 
Bitch, and highest-scoring Aussie in Obedience at each supported 
entry and Club logo decorated key chains for Rally. For the Supported 
Entries on the same weekend as our national, we have larger trophies 
for the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch, and highest-scoring Aussie in 
Obedience which are Club logo decorated Bread Trays currently. The 
supplier used is no longer making some of these items and replace-
ments will be explored to find items that are cost appropriate, that are 
cheap enough to ship and easier for the liaison on site to transport. 
The budget will be determined once appropriate items are identified.

•	 There are sufficient Mae Roo Trophies for quite a few years.
•	 We have located a source of Award of Merit trophies which are a 

very nice but cheaper duplicate of what we had and more can be 
ordered and we have also used both the paw print and Club logo 
key chains this year.

•	 Trophies were supplied for Palm Springs, NCTA, Rio Grande, Great 
Western, and Montgomery Co. in 2016.

•	 Trophies were mailed using Priority Mail boxes in the appropriate 
size box, which is the safest and most economical for this type of 
package. Estimated postage costs are less than $100 which has 
not been requested for reimbursement as the costs have been 
absorbed.

   

Gender:
Male 
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
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Judges’ Education  

Jane Tenor and Kerrie Bryan delivered  the Australian Terrier Breed Pre-
sentation and Hands on Workshop to 21 judges at the AKC Advanced 
Terrier Institute in Orlando,  Florida in December, 2016. The presenta-
tion was very well- received.

 Jane and Kerrie also presented as part of the Seminar on Color and 
Sparring presented to 52 judges.

Jane and Kerrie would like to express their profound gratitude to the 
ATCA members Kim Floyd, Cheryl Mechalke and Dana Krutzfeld for 
volunteering their dogs for the hands on at both Seminars. It took 
time and effort to have their dogs at the two sessions. It was a very 
long day.

ATCA Public Education in New York City

The ATCA was at the Meet and Compete in New York City, 2/11/17.  
This is an event that combines Meet the Breeds with the finals of the 
Westminster agility competition., allowing the ticket buying public a 
chance to see many examples of breeds of dogs, and cats returning 
this year and learn about them in addition to free access to watch as 
many agility runs as they want. 

This unique event has been held in this combination for three years. 
Prior Meet the Breeds in NYC were held at the Javits Center in the fall 
and the ATCA has had full participation each year, with many mem-
bers volunteering. 

This joint effort by AKC and Westminster has been a success in piggy 
backing on the publicity fielded by Westminster each. Last year about 
10,000 attended and while I was not able ascertain the exact figure at 
the time of this submission, we were told that number may have been 
doubled with huge crowds in attendance, all day. 

Several ATCA and RVATC members attended this year: Pat and Peter 
Zupan, Karen Ucci and myself, with beautifully behaved Aussies who 
garnered a lot of favorable attention to the breed. Many who stopped, 
oohing and ahhing, left with our brochures and handouts and a 
greater appreciation of our lovely breed. 

This effort undertaken every year is very worthwhile for our club and I 
thank those who devoted their day to talking, non-stop about Aussies.

- Alexa Samarotto

Want a smarter, more empathetic, possibly healthier child? Who 
wouldn’t?

Having a family dog can benefit your child’s emotional intelligence, 
according to a collection of scientific studies outlined by Nienke 
Endenburg and Ben Baarda in their paper The Role of Pets in Enhanc-
ing Human Well-being: Effects on Child Development, which was 
reprinted from The Waltham Book of Human-Animal Interactions: 
Benefits and Responsibilities. Other research shows that pets can have 
a positive effect on your child’s health, too. Here are seven ways kids 
who have a pet in the home have a leg up on those who don’t:

1. They have higher self esteem: When given tasks to complete, 
such as helping with the care of a pet, kids show an improvement 
in self esteem. The tasks should be age-appropriate, though, the 
authors say, such as allowing a 3-year-old who is too young to 
walk a dog instead put the water bowl down. 

2. They’re more compassionate: Multiple studies showed that chil-
dren who owned pets were more empathetic towards others. “If 
there are pets in the house, parents and children frequently share 
in taking care of the pet, which suggests that youngsters learn 
at an early age how to care for and nurture a dependent animal,” 
Endenburg and Baarda write.   

3. They feel supported: Several researchers found that children 
often name their pet when asked who they would go to with a 
problem. “Pets can make people feel unconditionally accepted, 
whereas fellow humans will judge and may criticize,” the report 
continues. 

4. They have better cognitive skills: Some research has suggested 
that kids who talk to pets, whether by giving praise and com-
mands or just babbling, show improved cognitive development. 

5. They have less stress: Petting a dog has been proven to lower 
cortisol levels in both the person and the pet. Also, research has 
found that children’s stress levels decrease when reading aloud 
to a dog.  

6. They’re happier: Playing with a pet raises levels of serotonin and 
dopamine, which calm the mind and increase the mood.  

7. They’re healthier: Besides the obvious benefits of being more 
active and getting outside more often when playing with a dog, 
several studies have suggested that children who have dogs have 
a decreased chance of developing allergies. A current study is 
underway to determine if dogs could even have a probiotic-like 
effect on the human body. Read more about that here.

When selecting a dog for your child, make sure to research the breeds 
and speak to the breeder about your family’s lifestyle so that you can 
ensure the pet you get is the best fit for your whole family. 

Also, be sure to educate children about dog body language and 
always supervise their interactions.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org

The Many Ways Kids 
Benefit from Having a Dog
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Teddy McDowell
Mary Murphy-East
Carol Jean Nelson
Jan Paulk
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Nikki Riggsbee
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Debra Thornton
Ken Tippie
Terrill Udenberg
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Lloyd Amodei
Timothy Catterson
Timothy Childers
Stacey Davis
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Grace Fritz
Kari Hill
Jamie Hubbard
Karen Hynick
John Loia
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q4 - 2016    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update     CHIC #              Reg #                                      Owner

LONGEVITY REPORT
CA-  9yo Motor vehicle accident
GA- 15yo SARD, Squamous Cell Carcinoma
         14yo Acute Renal Failure

HEALTH INCIDENT 
PA  8.5 yo Inflamatory Bowel Disease

REBELGLEN CARD SHARK
MARBLE ARCH THIS GIRL IS ON FIRE

10/05/2016
12/29/2016

UPDATE
NEW

91228
118129

RN22322601
RN25612302

Kerrie Bryan
Sandra M. Weigle

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

Australian Terrier Club of America 
All Breed Health Clinic 

Wednesday May 31, 2017

Clinic Location:
Holiday Inn 

4901 Six Flags Rd
 Eureka, MO 63025

Information:
 Teresa Schreeder:  pete128@earthlink.net 

925-212-1321 

Patellas, OFA Thyroid, Microchip 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

OFA Eyes
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

For more information go to: www.australianterrier.org
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Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

For 2017 & 2018 Our Trustee’s are:

Chairman – Marilyn Harban, Member at Large
Secretary – Caren Holtby, Member at Large
Treasurer – Kreg B Hill   
Health – Teresa Schreeder
Education – Rita Farmer   
ATCA Board Representatives - Kerrie Bryan & Jeanne 
Popovits 

Our new address for you to send your Purina weight 
circles to our Trust  Representative:

Rita Farmer
6649 Sawtooth Dr
Ooltewah, TN  37363-5865

Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

Friends of the Aussie

Holly Bamford
Angie Bly Cross
Kerrie Bryan
William Christensen
Sherrill Cooper
Terre Cruz
Darlene Evans
Rita M Farmer
Evella Garrett
Tammy Gaudet
Marilyn Harban
Kreg B Hill
Alan Hannebauer
Caren Holtby
Lucky Seven Foundation
Kelly Martens
Susan Mason
Virginia Mayo
Jeanne Popovits
Barbel Post
Susan Saulvester
Carol Sazama
Teresa Schreeder
Susan B Stoller
Sandra Weigle
Patricia Werner
Charisse Wilson
Sherrill Yates

 

Please return this form: 
Name  _____________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________  
City, State, Zip ________________________________________  
Phone _________________ Email ________________________  
With a donation of $100 or more you will receive a “Friend of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation 
is received in 2016 you will also receive a “2016 Shingle”. For every future annual donation, you will receive 
an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

Donation in Honor/Memory of ____________________________________________________  
 

Please mail to:  AusTTrust, 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
www.australianterrier.org/austtrust.html 

 

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Educational Organization 

 

Hermanagiosarcoma Donors

Michelle Bell
Angie Bly Cross
Kerrie Bryan
Barbera Curtis
Kreg B Hill
Grace Massey
Micki O’Connell
Michael Palazzo
Jeanne Popovits
Thalia Rott
Jane Tenor
Charisse Wilson
Sherrill Yates

Donors

Phillip Benway
Nancy Goesch
Michael Manderfeld,
Susan Myers
Judy O’Brien
Michael Palazzo
Purina
Ann Roache
Linda Scanlon

We want to THANK YOU our 2016 Contributors!
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AKC Communications   
The LINK AKC Smart Collar

Taking the Bond Between Dog and Owner to New Levels

In today’s technological world, you can track your location, activity, 
and more. So Link AKC asked, why shouldn’t we be able to do the 
same for our dogs?

Today the AKC affiliate-company debuted their LINK AKC™ smart 
collar. The collar and accompanying app were designed by a team of 
dog-loving fashion, tech, mobile and canine experts. Through the use 
of the collar and app, dog owners will be able to take a more informed 
and active role in managing their dog’s well-being and will be able to 
feel connected when they’re apart.

So what does the collar do?

The primary features of the LINK AKC™ smart collar include:

•	 GPS and location tracking: The LINK AKC™ smart collar gives dog 
owners peace of mind with the ability to track the dog’s location 
with the push of a button and to set custom notification alerts if 
the dog becomes loose. 

•	 Activity monitoring and insights: The LINK AKC™ smart collar pro-
vides insightful activity recommendations to help owners take a 
more informed role in managing their dogs’ wellness. Owners can 
monitor and track their dogs’ daily activity levels to help ensure 
their dogs are getting the right level of activity for the dog’s 
breed, age, and size.

Remote-controlled light: The LINK AKC™ smart collar is the only smart 
collar with a remote- controlled light to help an owner find their dog 
in the dark.

•	 Adventures: Owners can create a scrapbook with the touch of 
a button to easily capture special adventures and save precious 
memories. Owners can easily share these adventures with friends 
on social media. 

•	 Temperature: Dog owners will be alerted when the dog is in an 
environment that may be too hot or cold. 

The LINK AKC™ smart collar also has many other features that can help 
make dog ownership easier, such as the ability to consolidate veteri-
nary, health and other important dog-related reminders, personalized 
breed and lifestyle insights, and a remote turn-on buzzer for training.

“We feel strongly that the growing market of passionate and dedi-
cated dog owners deserves technology that actually fits their lifestyle, 
and that of their dogs. We designed the LINK AKC™ smart collar with 
a distinct purpose to create a bridge that will take the bond between 
dog and human to new levels,” said Michael Basone, Chief Operating 
Officer of Link AKC.

The collar is also made of high-quality, durable latigo leather, and is 
convex-shaped to fit the natural shape of a dog’s neck. Wearing this 
new device, your dog will be making a fashion statement while you’ll 
be enjoying all the benefits of the technology.

With the LINK AKC™ smart collar, you’ll be better equipped to monitor 
your dog’s health, activity, and safety. To learn more, check out Link 
AKC’s website here. And don’t forget to reserve your smart collar 
today!
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Cover Story......

BIS RBIS GCHS CH Blue Moon Boston Pops              
GCH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K- x CH Temora Blue Moon Pop Star

Little Man 
Bred & Owned by Jeanne Popovits 

Handled by Kellie Dahlberg

#1 All Breed Australian Terrier 2016

As a youngster, Little Man finished his championship by going BOB over specials from the Bred-By class on a specialty 
weekend.

Starting in 2016, he has ben campaigned and shown by his best friend, Kellie Dahlberg (assisting Bruce and Tara Schultz in 
California).  

They have made an amazing team.  Together they have to their credit:

1 BEST IN SHOW 2016
1 RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 2016
40+ GROUP WINS AND PLACEMENTS
NUMBER ONE ALL BREED AUSTRALIAN TERRIER 2016
BOB AKC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016 
BOB WESTMINSTER 2017

Little Man is a merry, bright and loving boy.  When not being campaigned, he lives 
at home with the “Dowager Duchess” Emily, his grandfather, Randy, and his evil, 
black hearted litter sister, Gayla. 

He is very much loved by Steve and Jeanne (and by Kellie).  

A huge THANK YOU to all that have supported our Little Man.   
Stay tuned for his next adventure.....

** 

** AKC stats Dec 2016 

** 
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REMINDERS
IT IS TIME TO APPLY FOR 2016 MEMBER AWARDS

ATCA offers a complimentary plaque with title bars for any AKC title that your Aussie achieves.  

If your Aussie has acquired a title or the third leg of an obedience title ( CD, CDX, UD) during 2016, then you are eligible for the Henderson Obedi-
ence Awards, which is a cash award presented to the dog in Novice A or B,  in Open A  or B, or in  Utility A or B with the highest cumulative scores.
The ATCA Versatility Award recognizes a member’s dog who has acquired three of the following AKC titles during its lifetime:  CH, CD, RN, NA and 
NAJ or NAP and NJP, JE, TD, THD, RATN,DJ,CA.  If your dog has acquired three of these titles, please contact the Awards Chair to apply for your 
plaque. 

To apply, please send your request and a copy of the AKC title certificate to the Award’s Chair listed below.
Susan Saulvester
2502 Camp Mitchell Rd
Grayson, GA 30017
770-466-2062
auster@mindspring.com

Those members who have already submitted requests do not need to do so again.  These awards will be announced and presented at the annual 
banquet in June and mailed to you if you are not able to attend.  Deadline for 2016 award applications is May 1, 2017

ROM OR ROM-EX

The initials ROM and ROM-EX stand for Register of Merit and Register of Merit-Excellent.  

These are titles given by the Australian Terrier Club of America to dogs owned or bred by club members. The Australian Terriers that have been 
given those initials are in an elite group of dogs that have produced enough champions to be awarded the title.  However, it also helps us as 
breeders to know that our breeding programs are moving in the right direction, breeding dogs that consistently produce quality within the 
breed.  The registry is also a history of our breed and a road map of quality within our pedigrees as it shows the many dogs that are top produc-
ers.  

Our website has the ROM and ROM-EX Rules and Regulations with a short application form.   
www.australianterrier.org/awards.html

We hope to see club members applying for ROM and ROM-Ex in the year 2016! 
Deadline for ROM & ROM EX applications is May 1, 2017.

Mike & Kendall Liga, ROM chairs 
mliga@aol.com

THE AKC OUTSTANDING SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

The American Kennel Club’s Outstanding Sportsmanship Award is described as follows:

“In the American Kennel Club’s ongoing efforts to recognize and celebrate its volunteer club members, The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship 
Award program was established in 2006 to provide each member club with an AKC Medallion to award to one of its own on a yearly basis.”

This award honors those individuals who deserve special recognition who have made a difference in the sport of purebred dogs, embodied the 
AKC Code of Sportsmanship , and is an active and valued member of the ATCA.

Medallions are awarded solely at the club’s discretion.

The ATCA will offer this prestigious award each year to a Club member who best meets the award selection criteria.

The Award Medallion will be presented at the Awards Banquet at the ATCA National Specialty.

For further information please visit our website (www.australianterrier.org/awards.html ) for the selection criteria and for a nomination form. 
Deadline for 2017 award application is May 1.

Please email all nominations to: 
Elaine Strid : elaine_strid@hotmail.com
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
15-16 December 2016

Orlando, Florida
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee:

Eddie Dziuk, CEO of OFA, stated that 178 Parent Clubs are currently 
participating in CHIC.  111,000 dogs have individual CHIC numbers, 
with an increase of 7500 during 2016.  Currently 23,000 blood samples 
are banked at OFA with 1500 having been added during 2016.  Blood 
samples are much more useful to researchers than are swab samples 
although swab samples can be used for single mutation tests.   Blood 
samples from parent clubs are commonly collected at national spe-
cialties.   Recent DNA research in inherited deafness has focused on 
English Setters, Dalmatians, and Australian Cattle Dogs.   The cost of 
running whole genome scans has fallen from $25,000 to $2500 during 
the last 10 years.   Blood is available from more than 100 different 
litters of Dalmatians.   In a recent litter of 8 puppies from hearing par-
ents, 2 had full hearing, 2 were bilaterally deaf, 2 had deafness on the 
right, and 2 had deafness on the left.  This genetically fortuitous (not 
for the breeders) litter has been of great interest to researchers in this 
area.   There has been a renewed interest in a possible genetic basis of 
epilepsy in dogs, and whole genome scans are in progress on English 
Setters and Beagles.  Eddie told me that he doesn’t believe that OFA 
has any banked samples from Australian Terriers.  It may be possible to 
collect some at our St. Louis specialty at the time that blood is being 
drawn for thyroid studies.

The particular tests required for the assignment of a CHIC number 
are determined by the Parent Club.  This can include any disorders for 
which there exist screening tests.  Tests can be added or subtracted 
from the panel at the request of the Parent Club.  Eddie stressed the 
importance of OFA as a central repository for banked DNA samples, as 
those collected and stored by individual researches often disappear 
when the researcher moves from one institution to another.

Veterinary Outreach, under able the direction of AKC staff member 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, organized 15 “lunch and learn” sessions with veteri-
nary students during 2016.  Schools included LSU, Carrington College, 
U. Penn, Cornell, Tuskegee, Western University and U. Wisconsin at 
Madison.  A one-week theriogenology seminar was held at NC State.  
The process by which free 30-day pet insurance is offered by AKC as a 
part of the registration process as an incentive for new pet owners to 
visit a veterinarian during this period was discussed.  Mark Dunn, VP of 
registration, stated that this process would soon be simplified.

Dr. Diane Brown, CEO of the AKC Canine Health Foundation, reported 
on new 2017 research grants.  She said that 38 clubs had donated 
to the tick-borne disease initiative and that 5 grants in this area had 
been funded.  Another $250,000 in matching funds has been made 
available by AKC for additional work in this area.  6 grants have been 
funded in lymphoma research, both T-cell and B-cell lymphomas, 
utilizing the human/animal model.   4 new epilepsy grants have been 
started, again with $250,000 in AKC matching funds, and 3 new grants 
in the area of Bordetella, focusing especially on imported dogs.   Of 
particular interest to our club, two major grants have been awarded in 
the area of canine hemangiosarcoma.  These are directed at the early 
detection of disease and at a novel method of treatment.   Again, full 
details are on the website.  “SRMA” (steroid responsive meningitis-
arteritis) is a devastating disease which has been primarily identified 
in Europe.  A new study is aimed at investigating the epidemiology of 
this disease in the U.S.

The Canine Health Foundation has partnered with the OFA and the 
International Partnership for Dogs to standardize quality and guide-
lines for genetic testing.   

The Parent Club Health Conference, sponsored by Purina, will be held 
in St. Louis, MO 11-13 August 2017.  In response to feed-back from the 
previous conference, panel discussions will be held after each sub-set 
of presentations to allow adequate time for questions.

Webinars continue to be developed and presented.    Of interest to our 
club, there will be a webinar on hemangiosarcoma on 10 May 2017.   
For details check www.akc.chf.org.  About the AKC Marketplace, Peter 
Piusz stated that there is or will be a link between the Marketplace and 
the rescue organization(s) authorized by the Parent Clubs.   (I couldn’t 
find it myself.)  The eventual goal is to allow rescue groups to list 
available rescues on the breed pages.   Currently there are 345 rescue 
groups participating in the Parent Club Rescue Alliance.

Peter also stated that 146/202 breeds have submitted health state-
ments acceptable to the AKC.  These are available on the AKC website 
under: “Breeders/Bred with Heart/Health Testing Requirements.”
Mark Dunn, VP of Registration and Customer Development, stated 
that Breeder of Merit listing on the Marketplace will only be for those 
breeds in which the breeder has qualified for that designation.  There 
are currently more than 10,000 Breeders of Merit and over 3,000 Bred 
with Heart breeders.

The results of Dr. Jason Stull’s literature review study of contagious 
diseases in dogs as well as an accompanying “white paper” intended 
primarily for dog owners will be posted on the AKC website in future.   
(Currently, search “Jason Stull, canine contagious diseases” on Google.) 
The Canine Health Committee has been charged with the responsibil-
ity of furnishing the Dog Show Rules Committee with an up-date on 
protecting the health of dogs at dog shows and other events.   Using 
the information detailed by Dr. Stull, this will be addressed at future 
meetings of the Canine Health Committee.

Parent Clubs Committee:

New officers in each club are asked to e-mail Peter Piusz (ppiusz@
nycap.rr.com) or John Nielsen (nielsenjp@yahoo.com) so that they can 
be included in the Parent Club Conference e-list.   This grew out of the 
former Parent Club Conferences and promotes net-working among 
clubs.  Efforts are underway to secure funding for another Parent 
Club Conference, which have been held every few years since 2010.  
The Parent Club Delegate List, in which I participate, is less used and 
mostly in the case of perceived emergencies.

55 Disaster Relief Trailers are currently placed in 27 states, with 4 addi-
tional under construction and 27 In the fund-raising stage.  These were 
most recently deployed in the Eastern Tennessee fires and, among 
other pets, helped to shelter the eagles from Dolly Parton’s eagle sanc-
tuary.   It was hoped that this would stimulate more national publicity 
for the trailer project and AKC than it has thus far.
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The Parent Club Self-evaluation Program continues.  60 clubs have 
submitted their results.  The mean score is 94/130 with a median of 
98/130.  25 clubs have increased their membership, one-third offer 
junior events, and one-half have emphasized the Breeder of Merit
program.   One club has given significant recognition to quality breed-
ers who do not belong to the club.  (Breeders of Merit need not be-
long to a Parent Club—just to an AKC club, whether Parent, Member 
or Licensed Club.

An e-mail campaign to promote specialty shows to the public within 
the geographic region of the specialty is available.  Agility and other 
active events, such as dock-diving and carting, arose more public 
interest than conformation.  Since the results of these efforts thus 
far has been the attraction of 60-80 members of the public to the 
advertised shows, the show committees need to develop some means 
of welcoming and guiding these new attendees.  If interested contact 
steve.pessah@akc.org.  

Efforts continue to get more Parent Clubs to join AKC.  

Sheila Goff’s report regarding the activities of Government- Relations 
was delivered by Delegate Anne Bowes.   5 additional staff mem-
bers will be hired to work with regions of the country training club 
members and responding to adverse legislation.   The first regional 
legislative conference will be held 01/22/2017 in Boxborough, Mas-
sachusetts.   Those of our members from New England who may be 
interested in attending please contact: phil.guidry@ak.org.  The AKC 
PAC raised more than $50,000 last year, with 90% of those candidates 
whom it supported being elected.  50% of the donations to the PAC 
came from Member Clubs.

For any misrepresentations of club membership by advertisers in the 
Marketplace, contact Mari-Beth O’Neill.

Group-level shows may now offer All Breed Showmanship Awards 
to Juniors, but an all-breed judge must give the awards.  Juniors 
may handle a herding dog in a lower class than that dog has already 
achieved in a class which may be entered by Junior handlers only.  (I 
am still looking for historical evidence that Australian Terriers were 
used by settlers in Australia to herd so that I can convince the AKC to 
allow Australian Terriers to enter herding trials.)

The Group Realignment Sub-committee would now like to be called 
the “Breed Reassessment Sub-committee.”   Members emphasized 
that they were still gathering information and had not yet made any 
recommendations.

Leslie Fetzer, hired by the AKC to direct their distance-learning offer-
ings was (previously) awarded “Distance Teacher of the Year.”   She is 
working closely with Parent Clubs to develop a series of interactive 
teaching courses for judges.   She demonstrated the newly developed 
course for Lagotto Romagnolo, which was beautifully done and tech-
nologically fantastic.   Judges education coordinators from each Par-
ent Club should be prepared to work with her on the presentation for 
their breed.  All visual materials will be reviewed with the Parent Clubs 
and will be updated as necessary.   Each breed course takes slightly 
over an hour to complete, offers instruction in print, visually, as well as 
audibly, and continually reinforces the points to be learned through 
the insertion of quizzes after each major point.  She can incorporate 
previous visual materials which clubs have developed and encourages 
judges education coordinators to bring these to her attention.   Offer-
ings like those for judges education are being prepared for groomer 
education, evaluator education, and breeder education, all being 
offered in https//caninecollege.akc.org.  Some courses, such as those 
intended for judges, require the payment of a one-time fee of $35.   
Each course may be reviewed as often as desired, even it up-dated.  

Dock and Crop:

Jerry Klein, DVM, Chief Veterinary Officer for the AKC, had been invited 
by Peter Piusz to address this session.   He emphasized his more than 
40 years in the dog fancy as well as his 35 years as an emergency 
veterinarian practicing in the Chicago area.   He noted that the 
American Veterinary Association, to which most veterinarians belong, 
has opposed docking and cropping for “cosmetic reasons” since 1976.  
This policy has been reaffirmed repeatedly.   He reported the results 
of a recent e-mail survey of 61 “dock and crop” breeds, which occa-
sioned something of a tempest within the ATCA and other clubs, and 
to which he received over 7000 replies.  54% of respondents believed 
that ear cropping was relevant to maintaining breed standards 
whereas 66% believed that tail docking was relevant.  73% of respon-
dents were aware of the AVMA’s opposition to these practices.   53% 
felt that a ban on cropping would diminish their interest in cropped 
breeds, whereas 46% felt that a ban on tail docking would diminish 
their interest in docked breeds.   However, 25% would support a ban 
on ear cropping and 23% would support a ban on tail docking.

Dr. Klein acknowledge the controversial nature of this discussion but 
also indicated that opinion amongst breeders, especially internation-
ally, was moving to oppose these measures and that the dog fancy, if 
it wished to remain relevant to the society of which it is a part and to 
maintain or increase support for purebred dogs amongst the general 
public, should relax its opposition to this movement.  He discounted 
the argument that ear cropping and tail docking reduced injuries to 
these body parts, citing fully eared and tailed breeds which partici-
pated in the same field or working arenas as cropped and docked 
breeds without these concerns.   He likened the performance of tail 
docking at 3-4 days of age to human male newborn circumcision, also 
performed without anesthesia, and noted that support for the human 
procedure was also diminishing.

Delegates Meeting:

Ronald H. Menaker delivered the Chairman’s Report.   He noted that 
the current AKC National Championship, now sponsored by Royal 
Canin, had the largest entry ever—over 7000 dogs.  It will be streamed 
live on the AKC web site as well as televised on Hallmark TV on 
01/23/2017.  Registrations are up 8% over last year, the Canine College 
has been put on-line, 3000 bills have been responded to by Govern-
ment Relations, and Congress declared May 1 to be National Purebred 
Dog Day.  The AKC website is #1 in dog-related sites, with more than 
6 million unique visitors per month. Facebook visits have increased 
19% to 3.8 million visits/month, and Marketplace visits have increased 
by 43% to 1 million visits/month.  There have been more than 20,000 
positive media clips during the first three-fourths of the year.  Three 
new public service announcements will air next year, beginning with 
the AKC National Championship Show on Hallmark TV.

                                                                                                                                       17

Sh
er

ril
l Y

at
es

©



President Dennis B. Sprung reaffirmed that this year’s AKC National 
was the largest dog event since the centennial celebration in 1984.  
Awards were given to Chris Sweetwood, Trap Falls, CT, Kennel Club for 
his support of canine police dogs in several CT towns; to Gail LaBerge, 
Atlanta Kennel Club for her effective opposition to adverse dog 
legislation; to Alan Kalter, previous board chairman, for his donation 
of public relations work by his company; to Nancy Fisk, Hockamock 
Kennel Club (MA) for her work with the Mass. Federation of Dog Clubs 
in opposing adverse dog legislation; to Tom Davies, Springfield (MA) 
Kennel Club in promoting the “Big E” cluster in West Springfield, the 
venue for 36 separate clubs.  (However, some have argued that the 
desertion of local venues by local dog clubs in favor of the “Big E” 
has contributed to the loss of appreciation for purebred dogs by the 
general public.)

President Sprung also gave the financial report:  $59 million in gross 
revenue, $54 million in expenses, 4.8 million in net revenues, up 4% 
over last year.  $1 million has been donated to the Canine Health 
Foundation.   Total assets are now $144 million, up $8 million from 
last year partially due to a 5% return on investments.   Liabilities have 
decreased 5% to $69 million.

The creation of a Club Development Department was announced.  
This will promote “best practices,” provide proactive assistance to 
clubs, develop educational materials for new event committee mem-
bers, deal with problems of loss of show sites and cluster relation-
ships, assist in adding special attractions or complementary events, 
champion B-matches, and mentor new and existing clubs.  Contact 
ClubDevelopment@akc.org or Glenn Lycan in AKC Event Operations. 
(So far as I can determine, this site has not yet been created.)

Launching of the “Link AKC” dog collar was announced.   This offers 
GPS, Bluetooth and Wi-Fi services to track your dog, monitor its physi-
cal activity and the ambient temperature, store registration and immu-
nization information, and light up at night, all through interactions 
with a smart phone app.  Visit www.lincakc.org to see what you think.  
For every club member who orders on line, $10 of the $199 purchase 
price will be refunded to that member’s club.

A change in the Rule Applying to Dog Shows which would have 
allowed clubs the option of extending the closing time for entries 
from noon until midnight did not pass by the required 2/3 majority 
for a rule change.   (The reason for opposition to this change was not 
expressed and is not evident to me.)

The following Lifetime Achievement Awards were given at the Del-
egates Luncheon:  Patricia W. Laurans in Conformation, Elizabeth (Tib-
by) Chase in Companion Events, and Jim Campbell in Performance.
Although I did not have time to stay on for the AKC National Cham-
pionship shows, which I would have enjoyed.  I did walk over to the 
Convention Center to see the Australian Terrier Meet-the-Breed booth, 
beautifully set-up by Kim Floyd and her helpers.   I particularly liked, as 
did the children passing by, the snake draped over the backdrop.

The American Kennel Club (AKC), announced the launch of its online 
learning platform, the AKC Canine College. The Canine College is an 
initiative that will allow the AKC to extend learning and certification 
opportunities to individuals without limitations of geography and 
time.  Dog breeders, judges, groomers, trainers, and others interested 
in learning more about the dog world will find a growing catalog of 
online courses, certification opportunities and additional resources.

The initial launch featured a course on the Lagotto Romagnolo; online 
exams for conformation judges seeking approval to judge dogs in 
the Sporting, Terrier and Toy Groups; and educational material for all 
breeders, including required education for Bred with H.E.A.R.T. mem-
bers. The organization said that content will continue to be developed 
and added to the catalog of courses, including training for Canine 
Good Citizen Evaluators and Groomers, additional breed courses and 
exams, tests for performance events judges and more.

“The Canine College is a tool that can be used effectively and ef-
ficiently as a supplement to what has been available for years,” said 
Dr. Charles Garvin, AKC Board Member. “It is designed to be flexible, 
scalable and continually improved.”

The AKC Canine College utilizes the Bridge Learning Management 
System, winner of three Silver Awards in the 2015 Brandon Hall Group 
Excellence Awards in Technology.

To see what the AKC Canine College has to offer, visit www.caninecol-
lege.akc.org. Enhanced customer service and technical support will be 
available for those needing additional help.

AKC acknowledges the great assistance provided by volunteers, 
parent clubs, breeders and their dogs, preliminary testers, and those 
who have offered suggestions and feedback, in the initial launch and 
continued improvement of the program.

“The American Kennel Club is proud to launch the AKC Canine College 
and looks forward to continuing to develop quality online learning op-
portunities for the canine world,” said Leslie Fetzer, education project 
manager.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
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A native of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, I graduated from Saint Mary’s 
College in Notre Dame, Indiana, with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
music.  At the University of California, Santa Barbara I completed a 
Master of Arts in Music History .  I worked in La Jolla as the administra-
tor at the newly-established Department of Music at the University of 
California, San Diego and then for a kind and savvy microbiologist at 
the Scripps Clinic and Research Foundation where I had an opportu-
nity to translate some current microbiology literature from French to 
English.  I then went on to work in New York City for a world-famous 
immunologist, Dr. Robert A. Good, head the Sloan-Kettering Institute 
for Cancer Research, finishing my career at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.

So where do the dogs come into this picture?  While living in La Jolla, 
I came to know Beatrice Goodman (of Beagood Boxer and Pointer 
fame) through a shared interest in music and dog shows.  

By the early 1970s, I decided it was time to acquire a dog as a pet and 
companion.  We had had several dachshunds when I was growing up 
so I contacted a dachshund breeder in my hometown only to learn 
that although she had no dachshund puppies, she did have an Aus-
tralian Terrier puppy bitch.  When I returned to NYC, I carried my first 
Aussie, Abigail, under my seat on the plane.  

The next event I remember is walking Abigail on the grounds of an 
AKC dog show at Westchester NY.  From behind me a man asked if that 
was an Australian Terrier.  The man, John, turned out to be the hus-
band of Alice Ann Wight and the brother-in-law of Ida Ellen Weinstock!  

One February at the time of the Westminster Dog Show, Bea and I 
met at my sister Jane’s home. That evening Bea told me she had met 
a very friendly woman at the terrier ring during Aussie judging whose 
daughter was showing her own Australian Terrier. I contacted the 
woman and her daughter, Rosetta Samarotto and her daughter, Alexa 
(Samabel Australian Terriers).  Alexa and I began to attend dog shows 
together and became very good and lasting friends.  I would drive us 
to the shows in my car and she would practice her driving skills on our 
drive home.  

Most of what I know about dogs, dog shows, dog clubs and dog 
people I learned from these two friends – Bea Goodman and Alexa 
Samarotto - from very different backgrounds but both with an ency-
clopedic interest in the sport of purebred dogs.  

But my story doesn’t end there!   In 1992 at an ATCA Specialty din-
ner, I met Kerrie Bryan, a true Aussie from Melbourne, Australia who 
owned her first Australian Terrier, Jedda, when she was 7 years old.  
She bought Wismiss Fan of Bunyip from me and showed him to his 
championship. Not long after, during a Montgomery weekend, I came 
out of the show ring to pick up my special’s bitch.  I couldn’t believe 
my eyes: How beautifully Kerrie had prepared her for the ring and my 
dog, Cosie, went on to be BOS in a very large entry!  I soon realized 
that my days as a mediocre groomer were at an end, and Kerrie and I 
have shared a close friendship and many thrilling experiences with our 
dogs ever since.   

I can only touch on a few of the wonderful Aussie that I have bred and 
loved in this sketch of my life. My breeding career began when Alexa 
had introduced me to Joel Hertz from Pennsylvania.  I bred Abigail to 
Joel’s Ch. Mijolin’s Cutty Sark.  Together they produced Ch. Wismiss 
Elijah Tuffet, a very decent first show dog for me.   Through Joel and 
Alexa I acquired a new bitch, Ch.  Zim’s Martha Mitchell (Martha).  
Martha was bred to Ch. Samabel Sir Oliver to produce Ch. Wismiss 
Olivia.  Olivia bred to Ch. Samabel Silver Lining (Bobby) produced my 
Ch. Wismiss Roosevelt.  

Bred to the New Zealand import Am. Ch. Frederick Fire and Fame, Ch 
Wismiss Roosevelt sired Ch. Spellbound West Coast (“Cosie”).     Cosie 
was bred to Ch. Regency Lord of Summerhill (“Arnie”) and produced 
my red bitch, Ch. Wismiss Olympia on July 4, 1996. Olympia and Aka 
Inu Zu’s Petal to th’ Metl (Mario) produced the two lovely red litter 
brothers, Ch. Wismiss Aka Inu Figaro (a National Specialty winner) and 
Ch. Wismiss Red Roadster (BISS) litter. The latter sired Ch Wismiss Aus-
some Sturt Pea (Peabody) out of Ch Aussome Kiss of the Dragon.  Our 
import, Ch. Rebelglen Card Shark and Ch Regency Tempest of Wismiss 
gave us Ch. Up There Cazaly. 

 In 2016, Peabody and Ch. Red Hawk Live the Legend (whom we 
leased from Eva Campbell) produced, through the miracle of frozen 
semen, eight puppies.  Three of these puppies are beginning their 
show careers, one of which is our puppy, Wismiss Red Hawk Every 
Day’s a Rainbow (Bradman). Thus, my Wismiss journey continues.

I have been active in ATCA since 1974 serving two terms as President, 
following years of service as Club Secretary.  I worked closely with the 
Committees that revised the Breed Standard in 1988 and the ATCA 
Standard Clarification Book that was compiled and published in 1994.  
I chaired the ATCA Committee for the 50th Anniversary Commemora-
tive Book published in 2008 and served as Historian for many years.

In addition to my good friends and my Wismiss Australian Terriers, I 
thank all those Aussies and their breeder/owners I have known and 
continue to meet for the most fun and creative times of my life.  I am 
honored to have been awarded Life Membership in the ATCA in 2016. 
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Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to Carol Sazama,  a member of the ATCA since  1977 

Thank you Carole for sharing with us!



Health Scoop
                           Laparoscopic Ovariectomy

Is It Dangerous To Not Remove The Uterus?
Traditionally in the UNITED States, veterinarians have removed both 
the ovaries and the uterus when performing a spay.  However, there is 
no real benefit in removing the uterus in a young, otherwise healthy 
animal.  The initial justification came from a belief that it would pre-
vent gynecological problems later in the dog’s life.  Many papers have 
since been published debunking this rationale backed up by data 
from our European counterparts who only remove the ovaries.  We are 
hoping that even if your own vet doesn’t perform laparoscopic spays, 
that they will start at the very least to perform ovariectomies which 
are associated with less pain, less complications, and a faster surgery.

Can My Dog Develop Pyrometra (Uterine Infection) If You 
Don’t Remove The Uterus?
Pyometra is hormonally driven process and is an abnormal uterine re-
sponse to repeated exposure of the hormone called progesterone.  If 
the ovaries of your dog are removed, then pyometra is highly unlikely 
because the source of progesterone has been removed.

Can My Dog Get Uterine Cancer?
Uterine cancer in dogs is not common.  The incidence of uterine 
cancer is 0.03% of all cancers found in dogs.  However, most of these 
uterine tumors are benign and only 10% of these tumor are malignant.  
So overall, your dog has a 0.003% chance of developing a malignant 
uterine tumor.  To look at the equation on the other side, there is a 
much higher rate of complications, including fatal complications from 
the process of removing the uterus during a traditional spay.  Also, 
these tumors are thought to be hormonally-driven, so by removing 
the ovaries at a young age, the likelihood of developing uterine cancer 
is even more remote.

Other uses of Laparoscopy in Veterinary Medicine 

•	 Cryptorchid Neuter for removal of undescended testicles 

•	 Cystoscopy-visualization of the inside of the urinary bladder 
without the need for an incision 

•	 Rhinoscopy- visualization of the nasal lmpassges 

•	 Otoscopy- magnified view of the ear canal 

•	 Preventative Gastropexy (preventing Gastric Dilatation-Volvulus) 
 

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
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What Is Laparoscopy?
Laparoscopy, or minimally invasive surgery, is a way to explore the or-
gans of your pet’s abdomen using only tiny key-hole incisions.  Using 
these incisions (generally 3/16 “) we can insert a camera and our surgi-
cal instruments to perform surgery.  Laparoscopy is a safer method 
of surgery because everything that is done is under direct magnified 
visualization.  Organs, such as your pet’s ovaries, do not need to be 
pulled out of the body to allow the surgery to be performed so there 
is less trauma to the internal structures of your pet’s abdomen.  Recent 
studies have shown the use of laparoscopy to be a less traumatic and 
less painful alternative to traditional procedures such as a spay.

Traditional Spays
In traditional spays a 1-4” incision is made in the abdominal wall.  The 
ovaries are then blindly hooked and the ovarian ligament is torn from 
the body wall.  This tearing causes pain and can cause bruising.  In 
traditional spays, most vets also unnecessarily remove the uterus.  Due 
to the location of the uterus and the attempt to minimize the surgical 
incision, significant tension is placed on the body of the uterus which 
may cause trauma and bleeding.

LOVE Spays
A LOVE spay is short for Laparoscopic OVE (ovariectomy).  This is a 
minimally invasive spay that removes the ovaries from healthy dogs 
and has been shown to be les a less painful alternative to traditional 
spays.  With this technique, two very small keyhole incisions are made 
in the abdomen and our laparoscopic equipment is used to perform 
surgery.  The ovarian ligament is not torn from the body but carefully 
cut and cauterized with virtually no bleeding or pain.  No tension is 
paced on the uterus (which is not removed).  Because of the enhanced 
visualization there is less of a chance of leaving ovarian tissue behind.  
Laparoscopic spays have been shown to offer 65% less pain than tra-
ditional spays which means a faster recovery and less trauma to their 
body.  Activity restriction is only recommended for the first 2-3 days 
after a LOVE spay versus 7-14 days for a traditional spay.
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As I researched information about carrots, it was not that surprising to 
find that some very well-known authors on nutrition have praised the 
carrot as the king of vegetables. Having used carrot juice to enhance 
my own eyesight with great success and observing the noticeable 
good effect carrots had on my dogs it was easy to understand why.

We can trace the use of carrots as far back as 500 BC. It was well known 
by the ancients and is mentioned by several Greek and Latin writers. 
These old writers told of how they had made a poultice from the roots 
that would mitigate the pain of cancerous ulcers and how a combina-
tion of the leaves and honey would cleanse running sores and ulcers. 
They also used an infusion of the root as an aperient. 

(Aperient, the mild laxative effect which softens stools without the 
purging effects).

Carrots are high in beta-carotene, vitamin B-complex, vitamins C, D, E, 
K, iron, calcium, phosphorus, sodium, potassium, magnesium, manga-
nese, sulphur, copper and complex carbohydrates. Dr. Norman Walker 
D.Sc. (author of Becoming Younger) has stated that the carrot molecule 
observed through modern super microscopes very closely resembles 
the blood molecule. It is no wonder why the carrot is so nourishing 
and beneficial.

Carrots do not contain vitamin A, but they are loaded with beta-caro-
tene, a pre-courser to vitamin A. Beta-carotene is a orange-yellow to 
red crystalline pigment that exists in three isometric forms designated 
alpha, beta, and gamma. When beta-carotene is combined with fat or 
lipids it is converted into vitamin A by the liver. The effects of vitamin A 
are good skin and coat with cancer fighting activities, especially lung 
type cancers. Human studies have shown a 50% reduction in heart 
attacks, stroke and cardiovascular disease for those who took 50mg. 
of a beta-carotene supplement every day. Another benefit attributed 
to carrots is the stimulation of appetite. It helps stop diarrhea, firms up 
loose stool and is also a powerful anti-oxidant. Carrots will enhance 
the building and spreading of capillaries supplying blood flow to eyes 
as well as vital organs. It will help clean out the liver. The properties 
found in carrots are also a natural solvent for ulcerous and cancerous 
conditions in the digestive tract and its volatile oils help rid the body 
of parasites like worms.

From an esthetic view point carrots will darken pigment in the coat 
and very often in the eyes. Reds, mahogany and all shades of brown 
will darken to a very rich color. The presence of beta carotene in 
the blood stream will consistently cause this effect. When an excess 
amount of carotene is in the blood a condition know as carotenemia 
occurs. In people the skin may turn yellow or orange and in white 
dogs the coat may get a red tint. The condition is not anything to be 
concerned about. After reducing or stopping the intake of carotene 
the skin or coat color will return to normal.

When feeding carrots to a dog they will generally enjoy the flavor
and will eat the whole carrot. Dogs do not have the greatest teeth for 
grinding down carbohydrates like carrots. They have a natural 
tendency to bite and chew a small amount then gulp. When feeding 
whole carrots you may notice when cleaning the yard, the dog will 
pass the undigested carrot through his system and the whole carrot 
you had given him is still intact. To get the full benefit of carrots they 
should be finely ground up to a pulp state. This will allow enzymes to 
completely break down the carrot cell thus releasing all the beneficial 
substances within. Whether you grind fresh carrots or use a carrot 
product where the work has been eliminated for you, I believe you will 
find carrots a great addition to your canine friends diet.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
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Carrots & Canines
By Patrick J McDonald
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ATCA Futurity
The ATCA Futurity will be held in conjunction with Gateway Terrier Association on June 1, 2017.  

The Futurity is exclusively for the competition of puppies and juniors between 6 months and 24 months of age.

Futurity Judge: Sheila Dunn

•	 The Futurity is open to all breeders of AKC registered Australian Terriers in good standing with the 
American Kennel Club.

•	 Puppies and juniors eligible for the Futurity must be out of nominated bitches and nominated litters.  The puppy 
nomination form must also be completed for those puppies/juniors selected for entry.

•	 Bitch, litter and puppy nomination forms are available for download on the ATCA website.  Send all  
nomination forms to Sue Bachman, Futurity Chairman.  They need not all be sent together since puppies may not 
be old enough to evaluate for entry at the time other nomination forms are completed.  Send your nomination 
forms NOW or as soon as you can so we have an idea of what the entry will be.  The last date for receiving nomina-
tion forms  is May 1, 2017.

•	 The Futurity is designed to pay for itself.  The bitch nomination form must be accompanied by a check for $50.  If 
the litter is nominated, a check for $25 must accompany the litter nomination form.  If a puppy or junior from the 
litter is nominated, a check for $10 must accompany the puppy/ junior nomination form.

Rosettes, cash awards, medallions, trophies will be presented  
to the breeder and the owner of the sire of the winners.

•	 To enter the Futurity, puppies/juniors must be entered in a regular conformation class and the appropriate  
Futurity class as an “additional” class at the ATCA National Specialty they were nominated for and are eligible for.

•	 Puppies/juniors are eligible to be shown in one Futurity only.  
•	 Champions of record are eligible. 

The breeder/owner must show the dog.  
Dogs shown in the Futurity may not be shown by professional  handlers, members of their family or their employees 
unless such person is the breeder/owner of the dog entered. 

•	 Futurity classes will be divided according to age and sex:
         o Dogs 6-12 months Bitches 6-12 months
         o Dogs 12-18 months Bitches 12-18 months
         o Dogs 18-24 months Bitches 18-24 months

The winner of each class will compete for Best Dog and Best Bitch in Futurity. 
 

•	 The Futurity Committee will prepare the Futurity catalog.  We need a 3 generation pedigree of the entered puppy/
junior and a photo, if possible, for the catalog. 

Send nomination forms and checks to: 
 Sue Bachman 

 6829 Pleasants Valley Rd, Vacaville, CA 95688
phone: 707 451-8377 

Questions?  
email Sue at: suebachman@att.net
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THEY ASKED,
We Answered,

The Members & Readers Comment....
A general question was brought up in a group discussion so 
we decided to ask our readers what they think!

It is often said that good breeders always have waiting lists for 
their puppies.

Breeders - What is your feeling on that statement?

Breeders - If you breed, how long will you keep a person on a wait-
ing list?

Owners - How long did you stay on a waiting list for a pup? With-
out mentioning names, why did you choose that breeder?

I was not on a waiting list long because my breeder had puppies due 
any day when we connected. If she would have ended up having all 
boys, I would have waited for her next litter. 

I chose her based on the recommendation of another breeder that I 
had history with. That breeder mentioned this one as being a  
reputable breeder with quality dogs.
 - Heather/Owner

I don’t know how accurate that is, or should be.  Puppy buyers rarely 
have the patience to wait a year for a pup, and who can blame them?  
A breeder may only have one litter a year, and so many things can 
happen.  A small litter or puppy mortality may eliminate a buyer from 
getting their puppy.

I try to refer buyers to others that have pups or are expecting a litter.  
Hopefully those breeders will refer to me when the time comes for 
my litter.  I think we should approach the placement of puppies as a 
cooperative venture. 
 - Susan Duncan/Breeder

Six months.  Repeat purchase.
 - Celeste/Owner

In my opinion, if you have a long waiting list, then my question is who/
why/what are you breeding for? Yourself or the market? Long waiting 
lists are a sign of breeding for the market. I breed for myself. I am not 
breeding for any other reason, so no, I do not keep a long waiting list 
and do not even start one until a litter is confirmed.
 - Julie Seaton/ Breeder

We were on a waiting list for about 5 months.  Did lots of research and 
spoke extensively with breeders. Timing and location was perfect! 
 - Suzanne /Owner

I don’t keep a waiting list. Here is why.  I breed infrequently and I don’t 
like to keep people waiting for maybe a year until I breed again.  I may 
then not have the gender or the color they want. So I refer potential 
buyers to other breeders who I know have puppies or may be expect-
ing a litter shortly. 
 - Sue Bachman /Breeder

I have been a breeder/exhibitor of Manx cats for nearly 25 years, 
and so, when I decided to look for an Australian Terrier, I brought my 
knowledge and experience of cat breeding into play with the search.  
I discussed my interest with my own vet, and asked if there were any 
health issues with the Aussies that he knew of, which might preclude 
my acquiring one.  He said no, that while he only had one that he 
knew of in the practice, his limited experience was, they are sturdy, 
healthy, and there aren’t any problems with the breed.

To search, I first went online, and searched for breeders in neighboring 
states – and as I tell prospective buyers for kittens, that doesn’t mean 
20 miles from my home.  We consider that a radius of 2-3 states away 
is “neighboring” when we are considering going to shows, or working 
with other Manx breeders.  

When I located a breeder advertising available puppies, in Georgia, as 
it happened, I then wrote to her.  I asked about health/vet care for the 
puppies, history of the adults, the price (of course), any restrictions on 
me as a buyer with regard to showing, alteration, home environment, 
and so on – those are questions I expect from buyers and which I am 
prepared to answer myself.  The reply I received was satisfactory, and 
so as it happened I’d planned on attending a cat show very close to 
her home shortly.  I asked if we might arrange for me to pick up my 
puppy after the conclusion of the cat show, so I wouldn’t have to work 
out some way of sheltering him on Sunday (the last day of the show).  

As for a wait list – I lucked out, and the breeder had only promised one 
of the litter of 4, so I did not need to be wait-listed.  I met the breeder 
as arranged, and she handed over my little Sebastian, A.K.A., the Ter-
rierist. 

Sebastian has been a shining light of delight in my home ever since 
– he loves all his kitty siblings, and they (mostly) reciprocate the feel-
ing…with certain reservations.
 - Jean/ Owner

I was looking for an Australian Terrier puppy.  We have had this breed 
before and just love them. So I went on line and found and breeder in 
Chattanooga TN that has been breeding Aussies for about 35 years.
I had to fill out a three page questionnaire to qualify for one of her 
great puppies.  I kept in touch from birth and picked up my Aussie 
when she was 3 months old. My dog Wrigley is phenomenal and now 
very well trained.  It was and continues to be a great experience!
 - Tom/Owner

We found our Australian Terrier at a no kill rescue shelter in Redwood 
City, CA. We believe he was about two years old at the time – Dec 31 
2006. We still have him with us where we now live in NC. 
 - R V/ Owner

I have been involved with other breeds before this wonderful breed, 
and I did opt to wait for a puppy at one time.  I was looking for a pup 
with the right lineage and right conformation, so I waited approxi-
mately 2 years, and would be willing to wait again.
 - Pat Zupan/Owner
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Good breeders usually don’t breed that often and so waiting lists can 
vary. Sometimes the pups are sold before they are born and some-
times there are a couple snapped up at 8 weeks or older.

It depends on the situation of the person. The person may have a time 
frame that a life situation dictates. If they are willing or able to wait for 
a specific breeding that is fine. If not, I refer them to someone else.

For my first Aussie I think I waited perhaps 2 months before the breed-
ing. I chose the breeder based on referrals from people I trusted in the 
dog world. 
 - Cathy Lester/ Breeder/Owner

My feeling on the above statement is that “good” Breeders should 
always have waiting lists for their puppies.  If not, there should be no 
reason to breed because we should not scramble to place more pup-
pies into this world into places that don’t really want them.

When I bred I would keep people on my waiting list until my next lit-
ter.  They would then be on the top of my list if they still wanted a pup.  
If they requested to be removed because they found a pup elsewhere, 
of course I would then remove them.

As a Buyer I never had to stay long on a waiting list because I was a 
possible show home.  My last pup’s Breeder was chosen via Facebook.  
You should ask around and get other people’s opinion (especially the 
parent club) prior to purchasing a puppy.  
 - Debbie /Owner

My Aussie was almost 3. I was looking for a dog, not a pup as I wanted 
one fully trained.

It took me nearly 6 weeks of trying to explain to the Aussie breeder, 
that I was up to the challenge of taking on a Aussie. I have had a lot of 
dogs in my life but they were all big. I was told that Aussies were differ-
ent. I would not be able to handle one. 

After touring my home. Checking out my husband ( who I told to 
be on his best behavior ) he thought I was crazy going through this 
ordeal. Find another dog he said. 

I was determined to have this one. I did not know anything about this 
breed and as soon as I saw her, that was it. I guess I wore the breeder 
down. It has been a year now with my darling and what a fabulous 
year it has been. My breeder and I co-shared her for a year, and we 
have had a great time. She is now all mine, but we still see each other 
all the time. 

I understand her hesitation with me at the beginning as she did not 
know anything about me. She wanted her dog to go to a good home. 
I would never go back to a big dog again. She is the love of both my 
husband and myself. What a joy.   
 - Bonnie/- Owner

I adopted our Aussie from a shelter (age 10), but I am very interested 
in the results of your survey.
 - Anne/ Owner

I met my breeder through another breeder friend of mine, and have 
known my breeder for many years. She knew I was looking for a show 
puppy and let me know when she was planning this breeding and 
offered me pick puppy from the litter. I chose my breeder because I 
have known my breeder for many years and know her dogs and the 
bloodlines behind them.
- Beth/ Owner

I looked at all of the breeders on the ATCA site. 

I selected my breeder because I liked the looks of her dogs. I called 
immediately and was told she had no puppies at that time. I asked 
if I could come look at her breeding stock. She asked when and I re-
sponded... ‘how about today’! Two hours later I was there. I was blown 
away at the quality, temperament and personality of her dogs. After a 
long visit and a few days, she sold me a pup that she was planning to 
keep. And the rest is history.
 - Judy/ Owner

I don’t believe we were on a wait list as the breeder was expecting 2 
litters; if we were, it was a very minimal amount of time   We selected 
our breeder via a  recommendation from our original breeder to a 
friend of ours and  were impressed with the two dogs purchased from 
this breeder by our friend. 

Another big consideration was  the number of years of experience she 
has a breeder.   My husband and I also reviewed the breeder’s website 
which was very informative, well organized and contained pedigrees 
as well as pictures of their dogs.  Additionally, this breeder was  very 
prompt with responses to e-mails.  It was truly a pleasure dealing with 
this breeder and we couldn’t be happier with our family addition!!
 - Susan /Owner

I waited about two months for my puppy, which was OK.
I communicated with only two AT breeders, but I chose this one, 
after finding it displayed prominently on the internet, because of her 
communications with me. She advocated well for her experience and 
her dogs. She answered questions and addressed my concerns about 
whether this was the right breed and dog for me. She turned out to 
be right in how he has adapted to my lifestyle and seems happy. I felt 
we developed a relationship by email that encouraged my confidence. 
The other breeder was almost monosyllabic.
 - Susan/ Owner

Back in 2012, we had a wire-haired dachshund we learned had a mitral 
valve condition, it was not a good diagnosis. It was then we decided 
we would search for a new dog to integrate into the pack prior to 
our dear Heidi crossing the rainbow bridge. We evaluated all sorts 
of breeds and settled on the Australian terrier. They had that perfect 
blend of tenacity, energy, affection, an intelligence we were looking 
for. 
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I was not on a waiting list.  I searched the internet, and through many 
phone calls and emails, I found a reputable breeder.  I was able to 
confirm the reputation of the breeder through contact within my local 
AKC chapter.  I found my puppy when he was only a couple of weeks 
old and corresponded regularly with the breeder up until time to pick 
him up.  I have continued to correspond with her.  She has been great 
in educating me on what to expect and how to care for my Aussie. 
 - Teresa/Owner

Having an AKC breeder of merit was important.  I wanted assurance 
we would deal with a reputable breeder who had a strong breeding 
program.  Luckily we didn’t have to wait! 
 - Mary/Owner

I don’t breed very often so I would be doing a disservice to keep 
people on a wait list. I also generally have small litters so the fear of 
disappointing people seems like it could be too great. It’s too easy 
to refer and help your fellow ATCA breeders. I also think it’s better in 
many ways for people to get their dog from a person more local if they 
can. That way they are closer to their breeder if they need grooming 
help etc. I don’t think keeping a long waiting list would serve me or 
the people trying to get an Aussie.

If someone says they only want a dog from me-well that could be a 2 
year wait.
 - Pamela Levy/Breeder-Owner

I bought my first Aussie from a breeder in WI.  a fellow ATCA member 
referred me to 2 people, the one in WI and in IL.   The breeder in IL  
intimidated me (only later did I discover how friendly she was and 
helpful).  The breeder in WI walked me through what she was looking 
for in a home for her puppy and helped me to make a sound decision.  
She has been a friend since.

I bred so seldom, but never had a list.   If people contacted me and 
I did not have puppies in the oven, so to speak, I would refer them 
elsewhere.   I would remember how happy I was to locate my first Aus-
sie and the joy Chelsey brought, that it never occurred to me to ask 
people to wait. 
 - Darlene Evans/Breeder-Owner

We started to looking for a puppy around February 2016 on a puppy 
website and we’re contacted by breeder from Texas who said they 
had a 8 week male pup.  The breeder sent some photos of the pup 
that was for sale. Although we were by no means any experts on the 
AT breed it was clearly obvious this was not a pure breed dog so we 
decided to do further research.  

In March we contacted a breeder in Arizona from the list on your 
website and filled out a rigorous application online.  The breeder 
called us back a few weeks later and said she would not have any pups 
to late October, so we said to call us back then.  We wanted a puppy 
before the end of the year so in April we emailed two other breeders 
one in Oklahoma and Wisconsin.  The breeder from Wisconsin called 
us within two days and said she may have some puppies in a couple 
of month’s as she thought one of her dogs may be pregnant, she also 
had a 6 month red male (Danny) available that she would send us 
some photos of.  After receiving the photos we were torn between 
getting Danny but decided on waiting to see if female dog was preg-
nant.  The breeder contacted us the first week in May that the dog was 
not pregnant so we decided to get Danny.  As we had some schedul-
ing issues due to our vacation we were not able to receive Danny till 
June.  This was a was a logistical nightmare to say the least as we live 
in Arizona and in June it’s over a 100 degrees so the airlines would not 
fly a dog due to temp.  We worked with the breeder and had Danny 
shipped to Salt Lake and I drove 700 miles to pick the dog up.  

Although it was a long process to get a puppy we could not be more 
happy with Danny, he is very lovable but has his crazy moments and 
keep us young.
 - John & Linda/Owner

The first resource we looked at was the AKC and their referral to the 
ATCA web site. There we found a number of breeders listed who were 
expecting litters. We went to visit one breeder and were told all about 
aussies and got to visit with some. Unfortunately, the breeders’  litter 
was already spoken for. We then contacted another breeder and in-
troduced ourselves and our backgrounds. We received our first puppy 
from her, a lovely blue and tan whom we integrated into our family. 
She learned a lot from Heidi and we can see some of Heidi in her. 

Heidi passed away in November 2014. It was then we decided to 
contact the first breeder on our list.  She had a litter that would be 
available in March, 2015. That’s when we got our second Aussie. Both 
breeders,were extremely knowledgeable and supportive. The breeder 
mentoring has been outstanding from our second Aussie breeder. 
Thanks to the ATCA for all their resources making our decisions very 
easy.
 - Dana/Owner

We were one the list for a short period of about a month, and that 
was the reason we chose that breeder. we noticed on the ATCA web 
site she would soon have some puppies. As far as why we choose that 
breeder, I knew other breeders that had worked with them. 
 - Terry/Owner
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The results were:

BISS:  FI & NO CH NORDJW-FIJW- NOW-NOJW- Melukylän Zingaretti
BOS:  NORD & FI & SE & NO CH Bristregal Yeah Whatta Regal
CC-winner males:  Reimin Black Flag
CC-winner bitches: Cikitita Flowers In My Hair
BOB-veteran: FI CH FI JW-07 Redwing Mona Lisa Smile
BOS-veteran: C.I.B. & NORD & FI & NO & EE CH Bristregal One Lucky Dog
BIS – puppy: Finsweng Tadaa

One interesting note about the Speciality BOB & BOS is that they are 
half-siblings, both sired by an Australian import Enomis IV Got The X 
Factor. 
 
The Club also has the Aussie of the Year –competition, in which all 
aussies owned by members compete. The points are collected from 
BOB/BOS/Best Male – or Best Bitch –placements in the breed rings, and 
the amount of beaten competitors give extra points. On the contrary 
to US rules, group or BIS placements don’t give any points. And only 
five highest results are counted, thus the amount of yearly show visits 
may vary a lot even at the top. All together 121 different aussies had 
received BM- or BB –placements during the year. 

The Top Breeder gets points from the dogs in the top lists, and from 
the presented Breeder’s classes awarded with an honorary price and 
extra points from beaten classes. Altogether 12 different Finnish breed-
ers had been awarded an honorary price for their class. 

TOP 10 MALES IN 2016
#1 Bluepepper’s Thor 
#2 Melukylän Zingaretti 
#3 Surely The Thunder Rolls On
#4 Reimin Marc Jacobs
#5 Bristregal Wanna Be Somebody
#6 Jaskarin Satellite Oberon
#7 Melukylän Karam-B-Ola
#8 Reimin Love At First Sting
#9 Akiba’s Heart To Heart
#10 Bluefell’s Magic Arrow

TOP 5 BREEDERS IN 2016
#1 Melukylän
#2 Bluepepper’s
#3 Reimin
#4 Bristregal
#5 Somehow

TOP VETERAN 2016
Bluepepper’s Glitte-Ring

TOP BOS –VETERAN 
Bristregal One Lucky Dog

Finland is one of the strong countries when it comes to aussies and 
aussie breeding. However, the breed’s popularity has somewhat 
declined since the highest years around 2010, when the puppy reg-
istrations were close to 300 pups in a year. In 2016, ”only”  - in Finnish 
standards – 172 aussie pups coming from 41 litters were registered. 
One observation related to the registrations is worth mentioning: for 
a longer period of time, the mediocre amount of pups in a litter has 
been around 5 pups but has declined to 4.2 pups in a litter in 2016, 
which partly explains the lower amount of registrations. The author 
considers this somewhat worrying, since the litter size is one good 
sign of vitality and soundness of a breed, especially when no obvious 
explanation like a use of frozen semen or old sires are present. It will be 
interesting to see how the situation will develop in future years. 

Finnish aussie owners are active in different hobbies with their aussies. 
Showing is the most popular hobby among aussie people. In 2016, 
there was 69 shows in Finland where aussies were present with alto-
gether 865 ring visits. Further in this article you’ll find more info about 
2016 year’s show results. Other hobbies had nice aussie entries as well: 
97 agility starts, 57 rally results, 8 obedience results & 5 participants to 
the working dog temperament tests in 2016. 

The Australian Terrier Club of Finland is an active club with 600 mem-
bers. The membership is open to everybody interested in the breed, 
and many puppy buyers join the club when they get their puppy. ATCF 
has always had an aim to offer different activities so that everybody 
would find something close to their interests in the club. 

One important issue in the club has always been health of the breed. 
All aussies used for breeding are recommended to have patellas and 
eyes checked by a specialist, and an eye check cannot be older than 
two years at the time of the mating. Patellas should be grade 0 or 1 in 
Putnam scale, and if they are 1, the mating partner must have grade 0. 
Eyes must not show any signs of hereditary diseases. Besides breeding 
recommendations – which are fulfilled in almost all litters – the club’s 
breeding committee has been listing (hereditary) health problems in-
formed to it voluntarily by breeders and owners for about 20 yrs. That 
list is available to club members, and is a valuable tool for responsible 
breeders. 

To further promote responsible breeding, Club’s Breeding Commit-
tee organized an Education Day in October, where many important 
issues were handled by specialist speakers. The day consisted of three 
themes:  
1. Latest scientific results about temperament & inheritance;  
2. Patellas; structure and what to consider in breeding;   
3. Choosing dogs for a breeding programme.  
 
The Club supported the day with a considerable amount, making it 
possible to get the top speakers. 

One of the main happenings in the club is the yearly National Special-
ty. In 2016 it was judged by Mrs Päivi Eerola. Mrs Eerola has also been 
the mentoring judge for training judges in aussies. The entry was 46 
adult aussies (over 9 months of age), of which 39 aussies were present 
in the ring, and 0 puppies (age 5 – 9 months). 

North Of  The 60 Latitudeth

By Kirsi Ola

TOP 10 BITCHES IN 2016
#1 Bluepepper’s Squirrel Princess
#2 Melukylän Ääni Valolle
#3 Melukylän Yhden Yön Rakas
#4 Jaskarin Sevillanas
#5 Sinisen Helmen Suspicious Mind
#6 Surely Lightn Strikes Twice
#7 Bristregal Sound Of Regal
#8 Black Back Very Cherry
#9 Bluepepper’s Glitte-Ring
#10 Bluepepper’s Ring

Melukylän Zingaretti
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Have you ever heard or said, “My dog knows how to sit. He just doesn’t 
want to do it right now,” while at the park? Meanwhile kids are scream-
ing at a blaring ice cream truck, a Chihuahua is yapping at them or 
someone has just pulled out doggy gold: a.k.a. a tennis ball. Still, most 
owners don’t realize the enormity of what they’re asking from their 
dogs because we don’t live in a dog’s world. We often ask too much too 
soon. New places, new smells and situations are all incredibly distract-
ing to your dog. This is especially true for some breeds from the hound 
and terrier. By human standards, all dogs have an incredible sense of 
smell. These breeds are the Olympians of scent. There is so much infor-
mation coming in from their noses that it may be challenging for them 
to give you their full attention.

Most dogs are not really “stubborn”; they’re distracted. If your goal is 
reliable obedience, you’re going to need to build a good foundation. 
You’ll need some techniques for hooking and holding your dog’s atten-
tion.

Slow and Easy Does It Every Time 
When training your dog, start in an easy environment where he can 
fully concentrate. Early success is very important in teaching behaviors. 
That way, your dog gets rewarded quickly and begins to love training 
sessions. Once your pup can do a command 9 out of 10 times, you can 
move on to a different environment with some distractions. Be mindful 
of your dog’s distraction threshold. The neighboring kids may not be 
a great distraction if they’re 50 yards away; but they may absorb your 
dog’s full attention at 50 ft. away. If you find yourself getting frustrated 
and your dog is not listening, then you have too much distraction and 
need to take a step back.

Dogs don’t generalize well. For you and me, riding a bike is riding a 
bike, whether you’re in Downtown Knoxville or on Mount Kilimanjaro. 
For dogs however, learning to sit in two different environments is akin 
to learning to drive on the opposite side of the road; some things stay 
the same, but there are just as many (if not more) things that are totally 
different. Dogs need to practice training behaviors in varying condi-
tions and situations. Your dog may know how to sit while you are right 
in front of him, but if you ask him to sit while you are sitting in a chair, 
or laying down on the floor, will he do it?

Finding the Right Motivation
In the end, a huge part of your success in training your dog will be 
determined by whether or not you present the right motivation (read 
“bribe”). If you’re expecting a greater amount of concentration and 
effort, you may need to switch from those stale doggy biscuits to some 
yummy cheese or hot dog chunks. The reward must equal or outweigh 
all other distractions.

Dogs truly are individuals. You may have one dog that loves tennis 
balls and will do anything for a quick game of fetch, and another that 
will look at you funny when you throw a ball and expect some sort of 
reaction. Dedicate some time for experimentation to figure out the 
denominations of your newfound doggy currency.

Start by rewarding your dog for 
every instance of the correct 
behavior. With time and greater 
reliability, you can begin to vary 
the frequency of rewards, or 
string together multiple behav-
iors into a sequence between re-
wards. If your dog gets stuck, go 
back to something easy and take 
a break. About 15 minutes is all 
many dogs can handle at first. 
Your dog will build endurance 
with time, if you find it neces-
sary. Try to end your session on 
a positive note with a behavior 
you can reward.

Patience
Be patient and listen to your dog. Dogs communicate an enormous 
amount through body language and often look at our gestures for 
cues. Are you communicating correctly with your pup? Always pair a 
clear and distinct gesture with each new command. You may need to 
make funny sounds to get your dog’s attention (who cares what the 
neighbors think, right?). Quick and high-pitched (though not piercing 
or threatening) sounds can serve as an interrupt. Just as they begin to 
get distracted, you can interrupt that moment and bring your dog’s 
focus back at you. Dogs are very attuned to our emotions and can feel 
when we get frustrated. When training is no longer fun and reward-
ing, your dog will not want to work for you. Much of dog training is 
really just training ourselves. Sometimes a deep breath and a change 
in your attitude can have a big impact. Not only will your work pay 
off in a great dog and a healthy bond, but you’ll develop a new level 
of patience and sensitivity to the situations you find yourself in. It’s 
definitely worth the work!

Poisoned Cues
Maybe you have one of those “friends” that only ever calls you when 
they need something. You may bristle at the thought of picking up 
their calls. Dogs too are amazing, associative learners. If a particular 
behavior always begets a negative consequence, then your dog may 
not want to do it anymore. Don’t be the owner that only ever uses the 
“come” command when it’s time for your dog to go in his crate or leave 
the dog park. You might be sorely disappointed by having “poisoned” 
the cue. Instead, periodically call your dog just for a quick treat or play 
session. Your dog should think you’re the most fun thing that walks on 
two legs, makes strange sounds and dispenses yummy treats.

Training a dog, “stubborn” or not, should never feel like a power strug-
gle. In other words, the goal is a relationship that is mutually beneficial. 
Just take it slow, work the same behavior in several environments, find 
the right motivation and be patient. Oh yeah . . . and avoid “poisoning” 
any cues!

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
petsafe.com

Pawsitive Tips
by Rosalee Kaschel
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IT’S NOT WHAT WE HAVE IN LIFE, 
BUT WHO WE HAVE IN OUR LIVES THAT MATTERS....



Westminster 2017 Results
Judge Mr Bruce Schwartz

  GCHB CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
Breeder: Eve Steele & Marjo Ahola

Owner: Eve Steele & David Burnham

AOM

CH The Farm’s Fine Whine And Spirits 
Breeder: Sheila Dunn 

Owner: Susan Gersin & Sheila Dunn

SEL Bitch

GCH CH Temora Redi When You Are 
Breeder: Julie M Seaton 

Owner: Judy O’Brien & Julie M Seaton

Best of Opposite

GCHS CH Blue Moon Boston Pops 
Breeder:  Jeanne Popovits 
Owner:  Jeanne Popovits

Best of Breed
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SEL Dog 

Meet 
The 

Breed
Candids

 GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
Breeder:  Theresa Goiffon & Lydia Goiffon & Ellie Goiffon
Owner:  Lydia Goiffon & Ellie Goiffon & Theresa Goiffon

(No Photo)

Ringside
Candids 

                                                                                                                                       31



Canadianisms

The CKC standard for the Australian Terrier Tail, was updated by a 
majority of the breeders across Canada in 2015 to help reflect the 
changing times and to offer a choice to breeders and those who show. 
The standard now allows for a docked or natural tail. Specifically the 
standard says:

Tail
Docked: Tail set on high, well carried, docked in balance with the 
overall dog, a good hand-hold when mature.

Undocked: Tail set on high, well carried, may be slightly arched but 
not lying on the back, well covered with hair but free of fringing.

To view the complete Canadian standard go to the CKC, Breed Stan-
dards, Terriers and scroll down to Australian Terrier (see link www.ckc.
ca/en/Files/Breed-Standards/Breed-Standards/Group-4-Terriers) 

In the year to come I look forward to continuing to post news from 
Canada and news about the Australian terriers who live, show and par-
ticipate in performance sports here. 

Now get out there and have fun with an Aussie ! 

Canadians Finding Ways to Meet the Changing Times

In November 2016 the Members of the province of British Columbia’s 
College of Veterinarians voted to ban cosmetic tail docking of dogs, 
horses and cattle.

In a press release the college said, the more than 91 per cent of mem-
bers who took part in a recent vote cast ballots against tail docking. 
The vote brings B.C. into line with the four Atlantic Provinces and 
Quebec in banning cosmetic docking. The college said no scientific 
evidence supports docking for the welfare or medical benefit of an 
animal, but evidence does show docking can harm animal behavior 
and communication, as well as raise risks of infection and phantom 
pain.

The college said some breed associations continue to resist docking 
bans, citing historical practices, but college president Brendan Mat-
thews wants veterinarians to set an example.
“Veterinarians have an ethical responsibility to the animals they 
treat and tail docking goes against that responsibility. We ask other 
provinces to follow suit and for breed associations to recognize the 
changing times,” Matthews said in a news release.

Veterinarians who continue the practice of docking will face disciplin-
ary action from the college.

Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario have not banned dock-
ing.
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AKC Therapy Dog Program
What is a Therapy Dog?

Therapy dogs are dogs who go with their owners to volunteer in set-
tings such as schools, hospitals, and nursing homes.

From working with a child who is learning to read to visiting a senior 
in assisted living, therapy dogs and their owners work together as a 
team to improve the lives of other people.

Therapy dogs are not service dogs. Service dogs are dogs who are 
specially trained to perform specific tasks to help a person who has a 
disability. An example of a service dog is a dog who guides an owner 
who is blind, or a dog who assists someone who has a physical dis-
ability. Service dogs stay with their person and have special access 
privileges in public places such as on planes, restaurants, etc. Therapy 
dogs, the dogs who will be earning the AKC Therapy Dog™ title, do not 
have the same special access as service dogs.

It is unethical to attempt to pass off a therapy dog as a service dog for pur-
poses such as flying on a plane or being admitted to a restaurant.

The Purpose of This Program

The purpose of this program is to recognize AKC dogs and their own-
ers who have given their time and helped people by volunteering as a 
therapy dog and owner team.

•	 The AKC Therapy Dog™ program awards official AKC titles to dogs 
who have worked to improve the lives of the people they have 
visited. 

•	 AKC Therapy Dog titles can be earned by dogs who have been 
certified by AKC recognized therapy dog organizations and have 
performed the required number of visits. 

•	 AKC does not certify therapy dogs; the certification and training 
is done by qualified therapy dog organizations. The certification 
organizations are the experts in this area and their efforts should 
be acknowledged and appreciated. 
 

Therapy Dog Titles

•	 AKC Therapy Dog Novice (THDN) 
Must have completed 10 visits. 

•	 AKC Therapy Dog (THD) 
Must have completed 50 visits. 

•	 AKC Therapy Dog Advanced (THDA) 
Must have completed 100 visits. 

•	 AKC Therapy Dog Excellent (THDX) 
Must have completed 200 visits. 

•	 AKC Therapy Dog Distinguished (THDD) 
Must have completed 400 visits.

Australian Terriers that have an AKC Therapy Dog Title:  

7-1-14  
THDX - Therapy Dog Excellent     (A Breed first!) 
Wismiss August Moon Rose BN RA THDX CGC   
owned by Eileen Wittfelt 

7-1-14  
THDN - Therapy Dog Novice 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CD RE THDN CGCA                                                         
owned by Pat Goshorn

2-10-15
THD  - Therapy Dog
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother THD   
owned by Eileen Wittfelt, Kerrie Bryan, and Carol Sazama  

5-13-15
THD - Therapy Dog
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CDX RE THD CGCA 
owned by Pat Goshorn 
 
12-17-15 
THDA - Therapy Dog Advanced 
Wismiss Ryththm N Blues Brother  THDA CHC                                             
owned by Eileen Wittfelt, Kerrie Bryan, and Carol Sazama
 
12-17-15 
THD - Therapy Dog 
Greyrock Glory Bee  THD CGC   
owned by  Eileen Wittfelt 
 
12-4-15 
THDD - Distinguished Therapy Dog       (A Breed first!) 
Wismiss August Moon Rose BN RA THDD CGC  
owned by Eileen Wittfelt
 
7-21-16 
THDA - Therapy Dog Advanced 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus  UD RAE THDA CGCA   
owned by Pat Goshorn 
 
2-9-16 
THD - Therapy Dog 
Samabel Orchid’s For Me THD CGCA   
owned by Karen Licci  

For more information on becoming an AKC Therapy dog, contact AKC: 

American Kennel Club
Performance Events Dept - Therapy Dogs
8051 Arco Corporate Drive
Raleigh, NC 27617
(919) 816-3527
akctherapydog@akc.org
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Aggression is one of the most common reasons pet owners seek 
professional help. But what really is aggression? Aggression is typically 
viewed as any threat to harm an individual, whether this individual is 
human or another animal. There are many different forms of aggres-
sion, and it is important to determine the cause in order to appropri-
ately deal with the issue at hand. Aggression can be due to guarding 
territory or protecting a family member, resource guarding, fear, 
frustration, prey drive, and/or pain.

Reactivity: Reactivity is commonly confused with aggression. Dogs 
that are reactive are those that overreact to certain things or situa-
tions. Genetics, lack of proper socialization, or a combination of the 
two can cause reactivity, and fear is typically the driving force. Reactive 
dogs may have certain triggers, such as men with beards or hats, small 
children, or situations when the dog feels trapped by being on a leash.

Fight or Flight: Fear is the most common cause for aggression. Nor-
mally when a dog is scared, it chooses to run from what it’s afraid of. 
In situations where a dog is trapped and cannot flee from the inciting 
cause, he will decide to fight to preserve himself. Fearful dogs may 
not give any additional warnings other than their body language. The 
bites themselves are typically quick snaps and may occur when the 
person is leaving and has his back turned.

There are many behaviors 
that look a lot like aggression 
but are not.

Listed below are some of the 
behaviors commonly con-
fused with aggression:

Mouthing/Nipping Puppies 
- Puppies interact with their 
world through their mouth. 

When puppies play, either with other dogs or with their owners, they 
can become mouthy. Commonly they may become over-stimulated 
and nip harder than they should when playing. This nipping is not 
coming from a puppy that is being aggressive, but rather he is just 
having too much fun playing and needs a break.

Rough Play – Dog-to-dog play is a normal part of canine interaction. 
Dog play is mock fighting. Puppies learn how to do this appropriately 
from their peers. Dog play can become intense, get loud, and appear 
aggressive, but as long as both dogs are having fun and respecting 
their body language, it can be a great activity for socialization and 
exercise.

Resource Guarding – Dogs will tend to guard things that they believe 
hold great worth. These items can be toys, food, bones, sleeping areas, 
and even people. This tendency comes from the fact that our dogs 
descended from ancestors that were wild and had to protect their re-
sources in order to survive. Teaching dogs behaviors such as “leave it” 
and “out” can help curb this behavior. Another good way to deal with 
resource guarding is to trade with your dog, exchanging the forbidden 
object that he is guarding for a treat.

Leash Reactivity – Leash-reactive dogs tend to growl, bark, and/or 
lunge toward things that make them nervous or fearful. These triggers 
may be other dogs and/or people and can be narrowed to specifics 
such as children, men, people wearing hats, or male/female dogs. 
Dogs that display these behaviors are not acting aggressive, they are 
trying to prevent a fight. They are trying to make the threat go away or 
increase the distance between themselves and the threat. If a reactive 
dog approaches you, the best thing you can do is give him space. Do 
not approach in an attempt to greet him. The owner is likely trying to 
train through the behavior, and by keeping your distance you will help 
in this training.

Body Language - Since dogs cannot talk, they must rely on their body 
language to tell other dogs and humans how they are feeling about 
different situations. Below are some common body language signals 
that everyone who interacts with dogs should know:

Signs of a Happy Dog:

•	 Relaxed body
•	 Happy expression
•	 Wagging tail
•	 Play bow

Signs of anxiety:

•	 Yawning when not tired
•	 Lip licking
•	 Sudden scratching
•	 Sniffing

Signs of arousal:

•	 Ears forward, mouth closed
•	 Eyes intense
•	 Body forward and tense
•	 Tail high and slowly wagging

Signs prior to a bite:

•	 Signs of anxiety or arousal
•	 Direct eye contact
•	 Showing whites of eyes
•	 Growling
•	 Showing teeth

If you believe your dog is truly aggressive, then it is best to seek pro-
fessional help. You can start by asking your veterinarian for a reference 
for a behaviorist in your area. Other resources are the International 
Association of Animal Behavior Consultants (IAABC); the Certification 
Council for Professional Dog Trainers (CCPDT); and the Association of 
Professional Dog Trainers (APDT).

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
akc.org
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These types of fears may develop even if your dog has had no 
traumatic experiences associated with the sound. Many fear-related 
problems can be successfully resolved. If left untreated, however, your 
dog’s fearful behavior will probably get worse.

Outlet For Anxiety: Destruction And Escaping
The most common behavior problems associated with fear of loud 
noises are destruction and escaping. When your dog becomes fright-
ened, she tries to reduce her fear. She may try to escape to a place 
where the sounds of thunder or firecrackers are less intense. If she 
feels less afraid by leaving the yard or going into a certain room or 
area of the house, then the escape or destructive behavior is rein-
forced because it successfully lessens her fear.

For some dogs, just the activity or physical exertion associated with 
one of these behaviors may be an outlet for their anxiety. Unfortu-
nately, escape and/or destructive behavior can be a problem for you 
and could also result in physical injury to your dog.

Fear By Association
Your dog may also begin to associate a particular startling noise with 
other things in her environment, and she may grow afraid of these 
other things because she associates them with the loud noise that 
frightens her. For example, dogs who are afraid of thunder may later 
become afraid of the wind, dark clouds, and flashes of light that often 
precede the sound of thunder.

Dogs who do not like the sound of firecrackers may become fearful of 
the children who have the firecrackers or may become afraid to go in 
the backyard, if that’s where they usually hear the noise.

What You Can Do
Method 1: Create A Safe Place
Create a safe place for your dog to go to when she hears the noises 
that frighten her. But remember, this must be a safe location from her 
perspective, not yours. Notice where she goes (or tries to go) when 
she’s frightened. If possible, give her access to that place. If she’s trying 
to get inside the house, consider installing a dog door. If she’s trying to 
get under your bed, give her access to your bedroom.

You can also create a “hidey-hole” that is dark, small, and shielded from 
the frightening sound as much as possible. Encourage her to go there 
when you’re home and the thunder or other noise occurs. Consider 
using a fan or radio near the spot to help block out the sound. Feed 
her in that location and help your dog associate that spot with other 
“good things” happening to her there. She must be able to come and 
go from this location freely. Confining her in the “hidey-hole” when she 
doesn’t want to be there will only cause more problems.

The “safe place” approach may work with some dogs, but not all. Some 
dogs are motivated to move and be active when frightened and “hid-
ing out” won’t help them feel less fearful.

Method 2: Distract Your Dog
This method works best when your dog is just beginning to get 
anxious. Encourage her to engage in any activity that captures her 
attention and distracts her from behaving fearfully.

Start when she first alerts you to the noise and is not yet showing a lot 
of fearful behavior, but is only watchful. Immediately try to interest her 
in doing something that she really enjoys. Get out the tennis ball and 
play fetch (in an escape-proof area), or practice some commands that 
she knows. Reward her with praise and treats for paying attention to 
the game or the commands.

As the storm or other noise builds, you may not be able to keep her 
attention on the activity, but it might delay the start of the fearful 
behavior for longer and longer each time you do it. If you can’t keep 
her attention and she begins acting fearfully, stop the process. If you 
continue, you may inadvertently reinforce her fearful behavior.

Method 3: Behavior Modification
Behavior modification techniques are often successful in reducing 
fears and phobias. The appropriate techniques are called “counter-
conditioning” and “desensitization.”

These techniques must be implemented very gradually, and they 
condition or teach your dog to respond in non-fearful ways to sounds 
and other stimuli that have previously frightened her.
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   Fear of Thunder and  
Other Loud Noises 

You can help make sounds less scary to your dog



What Not To Do
•	 Do not attempt to reassure your dog when she is afraid. This may 

only reinforce her fearful behavior. If you pet, soothe, or give 
treats to her when she’s behaving fearfully, she may interpret 
this as a reward for her fearful behavior. Instead, try to behave 
normally, as if you don’t notice her fearfulness. 

•	 Do not put your dog in a crate to prevent her from being destruc-
tive during a thunderstorm. She’ll still be fearful when she’s in the 
crate and is likely to injure herself, perhaps even severely, while 
attempting to get out of the crate. 

•	 Do not punish your dog for being afraid. Punishment will only 
make her more fearful. 

•	 Do not try to force your dog to experience or be close to the 
sound that frightens her. For example, making her stay close to 
a group of children who are lighting firecrackers will only make 
her more afraid, and could cause her to become aggressive in an 
attempt to escape from the situation. 

These approaches will fail because they won’t decrease your dog’s fear. 
Merely trying to prevent her from escaping or being destructive won’t 
work, either. If your dog is still afraid, she’ll continue to show that fear 
in whatever way she can—whether by digging, jumping, climbing, 
chewing, barking, or howling. Finally, know that formal training won’t 
make your dog less afraid of thunder or other noises, although it could 
help boost her general confidence.

When All Else Fails
If your dog has severe fears and phobias and you’re unable to achieve 
success with the techniques we’ve outlined here, you should consult 
with an animal-behavior specialist and your veterinarian.

Adapted from material originally developed by applied animal behaviorists at the 
Dumb Friends League in Denver, Colo.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
www.ddfl.org

Be careful using behavior modification: If these techniques aren’t 
used correctly, they won’t be successful and could even make the 
problem worse.
Begin by exposing your dog to an intensity level of noise that doesn’t 
frighten her and pairing the noise with something pleasant, like a treat 
or a fun game. Gradually increase the volume as you continue to offer 
her something pleasant. Through this process, she’ll come to associate 
“good things” with the previously feared sound.

Example:

•	  Make a tape with firecracker noises on it.  

•	 Play the tape at such a low volume that your dog doesn’t respond 
fearfully. While the tape is playing, feed her dinner, give her a 
treat, or play her favorite game.  

•	 In your next session, play the tape a little louder while you feed 
her or play her favorite game.  

•	 Continue increasing the volume through many sessions over a 
period of several weeks or months. If she displays fearful behavior 
at any time while the tape is playing, STOP. Begin your next ses-
sion at a lower volume, one that doesn’t produce anxiety, and 
proceed more slowly. 

For some fears, it can be difficult to recreate the fear stimulus. For 
example, thunder is accompanied by lightning, rain, and changes 
in barometric pressure; your dog’s fearful response may be to the 
combination of these things and not just the thunder. You may need 
professional assistance to create and implement this kind of behavior 
modification program.
Consult Your Veterinarian

Medication may be available which can help reduce your dog’s anxiety 
levels for short time periods. Your veterinarian is the only person who 
is qualified and licensed to prescribe medication for your dog.

Don’t attempt to give your dog any over-the-counter or prescrip-
tion medication without consulting your veterinarian. Animals don’t 
respond to drugs the same way people do, and a medication that may 
be safe for humans could be fatal to your dog. Drug therapy alone 
won’t reduce fears and phobias permanently, but in extreme cases, 
behavior modification and medication used together might be the 
best approach.
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A good number of our breeders have 
gotten on board with Canine Health 
Information Center (CHIC) certification 
and are having the eyes, thyroid and 
patella’s tested for each dog or bitch 
they are thinking of breeding.  These 
tests were chosen at the suggestion of 
the health committee of our national 
breed club, the Australian Terrier Club of 
America, as the most important for our 
breed for which tests are available. It is 

recommended the patellas and thyroid, using the Orthopedic Founda-
tion for Animals (OFA) guidelines and forms, be tested after 1 year of 
age. Eyes, using OFA or Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF) 
guidelines and forms, can be tested at any age. The results of all three 
tests are submitted to CHIC via OFA and/or CERF, and a CHIC certifica-
tion number is assigned to the tested dog or bitch. To retain the CHIC 
certification, the thyroid and eye tests need to be repeated every 2 
years. However, the eye certification from OFA or CERF is good for just 
1 year. The results entered into the database should include even the 
ones that are not stellar if the breeder is forward thinking.

Why would a breeder want to include less than desirable results in 
their dog’s record? The CHIC database allows the user to view the re-
sults of not only the individual they are considering to breed but also 
those of the dam and sire and any of its siblings that have results in 
the database. This is a powerful resource when trying to improve the 
health of our breed. For example, I had a bitch with a grade 1 patella, 
where, according to the OFA form, “the patella easily luxates manually 
at full extension of the stifle joint, but returns to the trochlea when 
released”. The vet said it was very slight and she would almost not clas-
sify it as such, but I should take care in whom she was paired with for 
breeding. I bred her to two dogs that both tested normal for patella 
and the offspring of these pairings tested are normal, thus improv-
ing on her minor health issue.  However, I also had the opportunity 
to breed her with a very nice dog that had produced some very nice 
puppies, but had never been tested. I specified that before breeding 
I would pay for the necessary tests so he could get his CHIC certifica-
tion.

 The owners agreed, but when testing his patellas they were both 
found to be a grade 2 where, according to the OFA form, there is 
“frequent patellar luxation which, in some cases becomes more or less 
permanent”. If I hadn’t had the test done I would have been moving 
backward in the health of my line. While I couldn’t require the owners 
to submit the results to the CHIC database, doing so would have been 
useful for those who would like to use his offspring in the future. 

All of our breed’s results can be found in the searchable database by 
going to the CHIC website: http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/search.
html and choosing “Australian Terrier” under breed.

For those interested in getting a CHIC certification on one or more of 
their dogs, the ATCA will be offering testing for all the CHIC required 
tests at a greatly reduced rate this year at the National Specialty in 
Gray Summit, Missouri. The thyroid and patella tests will be conducted 
in the morning on Education Day, May 31st. Eye exams will be con-
ducted in the afternoon. Not only is the National a great place to meet 
other breeders with great Aussies, this year it is also a great place to 
get your Aussie CHIC certified. This is too good a deal to turn down!

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Massey

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Breed Column
February 2017  issue 

The Value of CHIC testing
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

CRUFTS – MEMORABLE DATES IN ITS HISTORY

The world-famous Crufts Dog Show is fast approaching and this year 
it’s due to take place at the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, 
UK from Thursday 9 – Sunday 12 March.

Our Ralindi Australian Terriers were shown at just two Championship 
shows in 2016, Crufts and The Scottish Kennel Club in May. Although 
we qualified three Aussies for Crufts 2017 we decided prior to the 
close of entries not to enter any of them at this year’s show. 

Once again, I will be taking a coach-load of exhibitors, dogs and 
spectators on a return journey to Crufts from our home here in Central 
Scotland. 

Crufts Dog Show has had a long and distinguished history. The very 
first Cruft’s show (in that name) was held in the Royal Agricultural Hall 
in Islington, London in 1891 with 2,437 entries and 36 breeds. Due to 
WW1 Cruft’s was not held from 1918 - 1920. 

In 1928 the very first Best in Show was awarded to Herbert Whitley’s 
Greyhound Primley Sceptre. In 1929 Robert Chapman’s Scottish Terrier 
Heather Necessity from Scotland was BIS and from 1930 - 1950 H S 
Lloyd had 6 BIS wins with his “of Ware” Cocker Spaniels. In 1932 the 
very first female owner, namely Lorna, Countess Howe won BIS with 
her Labrador Retriever Bramshaw Bob who also won BIS in 1933.

In 1936 the entry exceeded 10,000. Two years later Charles Cruft who 
had started it all died; his widow Emma took over the running of the 
show which she did until 1948 when she handed control over to The 
Kennel Club. 

From 1942 - 1947 Cruft’s was not held because of WW2. In 1948 the 
show moved to Olympia in London and that proved to be a great suc-
cess with exhibitors and the public. 84 breeds were entered that year 
and ever since, this number has increased annually. The number of 
breeds is now around 200. 

Due to a change of date from October to February there was no Cruft’s 
in 1949.  

Cruft’s 1950 was televised for the very first time by the British Broad-
casting Corporation.

An electricians’ strike meant Cruft’s 1954 had to be cancelled. The fol-
lowing year was the first time the show held an Obedience Champion-
ship show and it was also the very first time Working Sheepdogs (i.e. 
cross-breeds) could be entered. Cross-breeds now compete across 
many of the disciplines each year at Crufts, including Agility, Heelwork 
to Music, Flyball, etc. 

In 1961 the entry exceeded 15,000. Although we had the “Winter of 
Discontent” and the 3-day working week here in the UK at the time of 
Cruft’s in 1972 the show went ahead but with reduced lighting and an 
abbreviated catalogue showing, once again, the great stoicism of the 
British people.  

Cruft’s changed its name to Crufts in 1974 and in 1979 the show was 
moved to Earls Court, London because the show had by then out-
grown Olympia. In 1980 the first official Agility competition was held 
at Crufts and in 1982 the show became a 3-day show because the 
numbers had increased to a level that was simply too great for a 2-day 
show.

The Kennel Club Junior Organization, now known as the YKC, was 
launched in 1985 and it is now a well-established and important part 
of Crufts. In 1987 the show became a 4-day show as, yet again, the 
number of dogs and spectators had greatly increased. In fact, the 
following year more than 110,000 people attended making it both 
the biggest dog show and the most popular show to be held at Earls 
Court. 

Crufts Centenary show was held in 1991, the year it moved from Lon-
don to Birmingham. One year later world-famous trainer Mary Ray first 
demonstrated Heelwork to Music which has since become a highly 
competitive discipline. She and her dogs put on a wonderful display 
every year in the main ring immediately before BIS.

Discover Dogs was introduced in 1994 and it’s now a huge part of 
Crufts. It’s where the public see all the breeds in one area and where 
they can talk to breeders/owners before deciding which breed best 
suits their lifestyles.

Foot & Mouth Disease forced the show to be moved from early March 
to late May in 2001 and this was also the first year the International 
Agility Competition was held. 

Friends for Life began, initially as Hero Dogs, in 2004 for dogs which 
show bravery, support and companionship to adults and children. 
Since 2007 this now takes place in the Arena along with the Agility and 
Best in Show competitions.

2008 saw Crufts launch its own Facebook page and Cani-Cross was 
demonstrated for the first time where dogs and their owners can get 
fit together. The following year saw Crufts streaming online for the 
very first time and 2009 also saw the launch of judges being given the 
power to remove unhealthy dogs from the show ring.

In 2010 and 2011 the show’s name was changed to DFS Crufts - a furni-
ture company called DFS became the show’s principal sponsor - but its 
name reverted to Crufts in 2012. 

Since then headway has been made regarding the overall health of 
our dogs and in 2012 15 breeds were named just days before Crufts as 
“high profile breeds”. In those breeds the BOB winner had to be vet-
checked by the show’s Official Veterinarian before being allowed to 
compete in the Group ring. If they didn’t pass the vet-check they were 
not allowed to compete any further that day. Those 15 breeds have 
now been reduced to 12 breeds.  
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CH The Farms Whine and Spirits
Barley  bred by Sheila Dunn  

 owned by Susan Gersin & Sheila Dunn 
went RBIS NOHS at the  Wildwood NJ shows. 

CH ABQ Cimina Chrsithill CDX, GN, RAE2
Obedience takes some patience!  

It took me 5 years and 11 months from when Mina 
earned her Companion Dog Title (CD) before she finally 

completed her Companion Dog Excellent Title (CDX).  
We are starting Utility!

Owned by Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen, 
Christhill Kennel

Aussie Brags

CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star (Benz)
Earned CA on October 30, 2016

Earned his Championship on December 18, 2016 
Susan Jacobsen

Breeder/Owner/ Handler

Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes the Sun, aka Sophia 
wins Bob over specials for a 4 point major, thank you 

judge Kathi Brown, and Best Puppy in Show with 
thanks to judge Lydia Hutchinson.
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We find the right stud and we have our first litter.  Now comes the 
important task of picking the first litter.  To do this, we must know and 
understand the Standard of our breed.  We must be able to covert the 
words of  the standard into the correct picture our breed.  Most of all, 
let’s be realistic in our evaluation of the litter.  Don’t be blind to their 
faults.  If the offspring don’t measure up to our picture of the breed, 
don’t keep them.  Sell the whole litter and start over again with a 
different stud.  Pick the best female in this litter and sell the rest.  But 
again, only keep one of top quality.  As this pick of the litter develops, 
study her as you condition her, try her in some shows; this will be the 
proof of quality breeding.  Win or lose, let’s now plan how we breed 
her.  Here we pick another top quality champion stud, preferably a son 
of the sire, the sire’s sire, or a sire closely related to the bitch.  From this 
mating we a gain keep the pick of  the litter bitch.  We again breed her 
back into the same “tail male” line, again keeping the pick of the litter 
bitch.  We are now building our own “tail female” line, and through 
selective breeding we will, be getting the quality we want.

                                                 How to Breed a Champion

Foundation Bitch - Oldest still-active winning sire of similar breeding

Pick of 1st Litter Bitch  - Most winner-producing son of the above dog

Pick of second litter Bitch - Most winner-producing son of the above 
dog

Winning Line of Dogs

We have two advantages by using a system involving a line of sires 
that have produced winners: the progeny record of the sires plus the 
fact that show judges are doing the sire selection for us. Then diagram 
above is of selective line breeding: the building of a Tail Female line.
Again, let’s refer to Chart A.  We can see  that the more times a top 
producing male or female would appear in the pedigree, the more 
influence it would have on the offspring of this mating.  So we can 
conclude in breeding, i.e. line breeding quality males and females, we 
can predict the virtues of a litter and we will know what to expect in 
the offspring, where in out cross breeding we are sort of shooting in 
the dark, and we can expect almost anything from the mating.  This is 
not to say that out crossing will not produce quality offspring, but we 
would have no way of knowing what faults we may produce.  Faults 
that we may have eliminated may crop up again.  However, there are 
times when we need to out cross to breed out a fault within our line.  
Then we should only choose a stud that has been mated with a bitch 
from the same line as our bitch or a bitch that has similar character-
istics as ours.  Then we can see the offspring, see if they are what we 
want in our line.  Then, and only then, should we out cross to this stud.

Don’t be in a hurry in your planned breeding program.  To breed 
champions, we must first know and understand our breed.  Know 
the Standard and always breed to it.  Never breed to the fad of today. 
Always breed quality males to quality  females, and above all, always 
breed with a plan, not just for this  litter but for future litters as well.

The late Pete Clay was a lifetime terrier man, wires and smooth’s being his 
chosen breeds. He judged Sweeps for ATCA at the 1990 Specialty. He was 
also  the founding member of the Tampa Bay Terrier Club in 1983.

Orphaned Works 2017 

The distinction between “line breeding” and “inbreeding” is obscure.  
By any definition, both involve mating related individuals or individu-
als with one or more common ancestors.  Thus, one cannot “line breed” 
without inbreeding.  The principal genetic effect of line breeding is 
increased homozygosity, or increased frequency of the situation in 
which both members of any pair of genes is identical. Thus, if we have 
an individual that is both superior in conformation and is line bred, 
that individual is more likely to transmit its superiority to its offspring 
than is an individual equally superior but not line bred.  The most reli-
able means of judging the quality of the genetic material transmitted 
by any individual is its track record.  What has he or she transmitted 
so far?  If he or she has produced winners, then he/she will, probably 
continue to do so.

Our first step in a planned breeding is to select the right bitch, one 
that most exemplifies our understanding of our breed Standard.  I did 
not say dogs and bitches.  Start with bitches only.  Years ago breeders 
thought that the offspring were the result of the stud, that any bitch 
would do as she was only  the vessel in which the puppies would grow 
from embryos into puppies.  Now, however, most breeders realize the 
importance of their bitch as she and her line contribute one half of the 
end result.   A line or a kennel is only as good as its bitches.

You can see that the bitch influences the puppies the same amount 
as the sire.  Spend what you can afford to buy the best bitch you 
can, preferably of breedable age.  Never start with a puppy under 
9-12 months of age.  The reason that we don’t also buy a male is that 
we have access to many excellent studs and don’t have to go to the 
expense of buying a male and we therefore can spend more on our 
bitches.  We can afford to pay the fee for a top stud dog, but could we 
afford to buy one of the same quality?  Buy a line bred bitch. Consider 
the disastrous results of breeding a bitch of excellent type from a poor 
quality family. She would probably be a hybrid and possess many 
undesirable qualities.  It might require several generations of careful 
selective breeding to obtain a brood matron of decent ancestry and 
stable quality.  So get a bitch that is line bred from quality ancestors 
and in a line where we can find good quality available studs for mating 
to her.  Study the dogs behind the line on both sides of the pedigree.  
Find out what they have produced, try to personally see some of their 
get, and be aware of their faults as well as their virtues.  You will prob-
ably find some of these same faults in the btich you have selected.  We 
now have become aware of the picture behind our bitch and what we 
need to correct the faults she  has and further strengthen the virtues. 
We also have a good idea if she is bred back to her own line, just what 
we can expect in the offspring.  In choosing a stud we should go to a 
champion of superior quality that is of the same family breeding pro-
gram through the fourth or fifth generation.  It would be a great help 
if we could find one that has been bred to a bitch of the same line and 
similar quality as ours.  We could look at these offspring and see if they 
are what we want in our line.

Planned Breeding
By Pete Clay
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Getting The Brush-Off
It happens every time: get a new puppy and go on a buying binge for 
bowls, leashes, collars, toys, food, grooming equipment, etc. Things 
aren’t any different with my current puppy; in addition to the other 
sundry items, I told myself, “This wonderful puppy deserves a new 
brush.”, Ignoring the fact that 90% of my stockpile are “only-used-once” 
brushes (by a little old lady on Sunday), and off to the internet I went. 
I’ve never fallen victim to the budget-busting lure of Mason Pearson 
brushes, but I have bought several Kent brushes, a couple Christensen 
brushes, a Denman brush, and more than my fair share of less revered 
brands, and I’ve learned a few things (or, at least, formed a few opin-
ions) which I’ll now pass along. Since my boys are Australian Terriers, 
this information will be biased in that direction.

When considering brushes, boar-bristle brushes are the first type to 
come to my mind, so that’s a good place to start. One hundred-thirty 
years ago Mason Pearson 
invented a hairbrush uti-
lizing boar bristles and a 
pneumatic cushion; it was 
a very successful inven-
tion, becoming common-
place, and his company 
still manufactures those 
cushioned brushes (and 
only those cushioned 
brushes). However, I see a 
problem with their design 
as it applies to our Aussies. Back in the day, women had long hair and 
would brush it from underneath; this resulted in a wrist-flicking mo-
tion. The pneumatic brushes were perfect for this as the cushion was 
curved and matched the wrist action, and the hair went through the 
entire brush. But Aussies don’t have that kind of long hair…even the 
females…and they are brushed from the top, not from underneath, 
without that wrist-flicking motion. If you take one of those cushioned 
hairbrushes and run it across your head, you’ll notice two things: first, 
only the middle one or two rows of bristles are making any contact, 
so you’re not utilizing the full capabilities of the brush, and second, 
since all the force is concentrated on only those few rows of bristles, it 
hurts!…and can scratch the scalp. Do we really want to put our little 
friends through that? And we’re not evenly distributing the natural oils 
through the hair with only those few bristles, either. This type of brush 

is not intended for 
making contact 
with your scalp or 
your dog’s skin. 
While a Yorkie 
may be able to 
pull it off, a cush-
ioned hairbrush 
is wrong for an 
Australian Terrier; 
it’s also wrong for 
the Norwich/Nor-

folk/Westie/Scottie/Cairn/etc. Terrier (especially that etcetera Terrier). 
For that reason I have disqualified all of the pneumatic hairbrushes 
and removed them from consideration. Some of my Kent and Denman 
brushes are now relegated to the proverbial shoebox. It’s not a ques-
tion of quality, it’s simply the wrong design for the application.

The next option must be to move on to flat brushes. Since the brushes 
are flat, most of the bristles will make contact with the bodies of our 
little dogs and do a better job of stimulating, lubricating, and polish-
ing the coat; a few brushes even have a slight concave curve (the op-
posite of the pneumatic’s convex curve), like the Fuller #527, and make 
even better contact. 

If the question of design is answered by the flat brush, we can now 
consider the working part of the brush…the bristles. Before you can 
decide on a particular flat, boar-bristle brush, you have to be aware of 
two things: what you hope to accomplish, and what type of coat you 
are working with. If you frequently brush your dog and all you want 
to do is distribute the natural oils to shine up the coat, you can use 
one approach; if you are less dependable about your brushing routine 
and you want to clean and smooth out the coat as well, you can use 
another approach; but if your dog hasn’t been groomed in weeks, or 
months, and you additionally want to get rid of mats, tangles, and 
snarls, you need a completely different approach (“attack” is probably 
a better word) which will include more tools than simply a boar-
bristle brush. Obviously, soft bristles will do a good job of distributing 
the natural oils and polishing the coat, but will glide over all but the 
smallest of snarls; hard bristles, on the other hand, will do a better job 
of breaking up small tangles, as well as straightening and smoothing 
the coat, but might not shine as well. Selecting the proper spacing be-
tween the bristle bundles is a bit trickier. The denser the spacing, the 
more bristles are in contact with the coat, resulting in better natural oil 
distribution and polishing; the extra contact will also help straighten 
and smooth the coat, but that added tension might work against you 
if dealing with fine or damaged hair. The dense spacing works well on 
short coats. The sparser the spacing, the more easily the bristles can 
get through to the scalp for stimulation, as well as separating small 
snarls; it also does a good job of cleaning the coat. The sparse spacing 
works well on long or thick coats because it offers less resistance, but 
it echoes one of the negatives of the cushioned brush…fewer bristles 
mean the remaining bristles can more easily scratch. You have to 
weigh all of these variables when deciding which particular brush to 
buy. If you want to support the economy, you can buy the brush that 
you think is best, and then purchase two other brushes, one on either 
side of it, just too be sure.
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I have two Aussies. The older guy is a Red, his coat is thin, and his hair 
is fine…I feel a softer bristle with smaller bristle bundles is appropriate 
for him. The puppy is a Blue/Tan, his coat is moderately thick, and his 
hair is harsh…a medium bristle with slightly denser (average) spacing 
is my choice for him. Two different situations and two different solu-

tions. For my red Aussie with 
the thin coat, I use the Evolve 
#375 or #575 (different 
numbers, different packag-
ing, same brush) which you 
can pickup at Walmart for 
under $3 for some reason 
in the ethnic hair section (I 
didn’t know Australian was 

an ethnicity deserving its own department). If I feel like name drop-
ping when brushing my b/t puppy, who has the more normal coat, I 
can use a Kent PF05, the very similar Kent PF06 (which I found online 
for $11 — a great price for any Kent other than Clark) or a Christensen 
Hard Texture (which runs $20); however, I’m just as likely to grab my 
Scalpmaster SB-SC2213 (about $6). Being an inexpensive brush, the 
Scalpmaster certainly does not utilize premium, first-cut boar bristles; 
however, Aussies are tough little dogs with rough coats, and they 
don’t need to be pampered. We drag metal teeth (combs), metal pins 
(pin brushes), and metal wires (slickers) through their coats and pride 
ourselves on doing so…we think we are doing them some good; to 
then be overly concerned about the first-cut vs second-cut boar bristle 
differences is, to me, simply ludicrous.  Sure, there might be a differ-
ence between first-cut and second-cut bristles, but how much differ-
ence and how much is it worth. I’m not averse to saving some money.

What if your dog’s coat 
isn’t ready for a bristle 
brushing? What if you 
haven’t been conscien-
tious about brushing your 
dog’s coat? What if your 
companion has had an 
absolute terrier-time out 
in the wild? You’ll have to 
start with a different tool, and a lot of people would reach for a pin 
brush, so let’s look at them. Think of the pin brush as a bristle brush 
with very hard bristles (they’re made of steel). Those hard “bristles” will 
certainly have an easier time going through the coat and eliminating 
a lot of the tangles and snarls. A lot of the cheaper pin brushes have 
pins with ball ends so that they don’t scratch, but those balls can snag 
on snarls and rip hair out; some will have plain pins which won’t snag 
but can scratch. Pay a bit more money and the pins will be rounded 
and polished — almost pain free — however, most pin brushes are of 
the cushioned design and so they share the same faults as the pneu-
matic bristle brush and only a small part of the brush will be working 
at any given time. If you eliminate the cushion and stick the pins into a 
flat, wooden handle, you will basically have a coarse comb, so maybe 
a pin brush isn’t “all that”. Perhaps there’s something better. Well, there 
is, and it goes by several names…palm pin brush, palm pin pad, terrier 
pad…but we’re all familiar with it. 

The pins are able to fluc-
tuate even better than on 
a cushioned pin brush, 
and, with the pad being 
flexible, many more pins 
make contact with the 
coat. Just be sure that 
the pad you select has 
plain, polished pins — no 
ball tips. I’m not familiar 
with the manufacturing 
process, but apparently 

it’s easier to produce hundreds of scratch-free pins for a terrier pad 
than it is to produce dozens of scratch-free pins for a pin brush…go 
figure. I always test brushes on my own scalp since that’s where I’m 
most sensitive (except for my ego). I currently use an old Classic Prod-
ucts Groomaster Terrier Pad; it works fine and is gentle. I assume that 
the Christensen Terrier Palm Pad is very good, but $54 is a bit much. If 
your dog’s coat is in absolutely horrible condition, you might want to 
have a coarse comb or some sort of dematting tool close at hand, but 
a good terrier pad should be enough in most cases.

And that brings us to the slicker brush, a tool used by countless pet 
owners. A slicker, with its hundreds of fine wire pins, is very good at re-
moving a dog’s tangles, mats, and some undercoat…maybe too good. 
A double-coated breed requires both coats for insulation and protec-
tion from the elements, so you don’t want to remove too much of the 
important undercoat. You might think you’re getting a lot of debris 
out of your dog’s coat with a slicker brush, but there’s a bit of under-
coat being removed at 
the same time. And it’s 
impossible to round the 
tips of all those fine wires 
to make the tool safe; the 
cheaper slicker brushes 
are scratch machines, 
which is why I’m so down 
on them. In my collec-
tion, I have a Christensen 
Slicker Mark II ($26) which 
is supposed to be somewhat gentle for a slicker; I can run it across my 
arm without much trouble, but when running it carefully across my 
scalp it becomes an implement of torture worthy of the CIA. The least 
painful slicker I’ve found is the Frank’s Universal Curved Slicker ($5 – 
small), but I don’t use it because I feel I don’t need a slicker.

Keeping an Aussie’s coat in good condition is not a difficult endeavor, 
nor time-consuming, if you set up and adhere to a routine. Once 
a week I go over my boys with the terrier pad to get rid of tangles, 
snarls, and dead undercoat, then I follow up with a medium/fine comb 
in case I missed anything, and then I finish off with the boar-bristle 
brush. The other days of the week I give them a quick boar-bristle 
brushing for a total time of 1–2 minutes; sometimes I brush them 
while they’re on my lap. It’s all quite simple if you have the right tools.

About the author: 

 I am an Aussie parent (a euphemism for pet owner); I am not a breeder, 
show-person, nor professional groomer. I received all my training in the 
family room. I’m living proof that knowledge and skill are neither the 
same nor equal. The most expensive grooming tool I own is my car, which 
is used to drive my guys to someone who knows what she’s doing.
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Traditional cancer treatments have side effects that can be very hard 
on patients. “In this trial we aimed for a sweet spot by identifying a 
dose of eBAT that was effective to treat the cancer, but caused no ap-
preciable harm to the patient. Essentially we’re treating the cancer in a 
safer and more effective way, improving quality of life and providing a 
better chance at survival,” lead study author Antonella Borgatti, D.V.M., 
M.S., associate professor with the University of Minnesota College of 
Veterinary Medicine said.

eBAT was tested on 23 dogs of various breeds, both large and small, 
with HSA of the spleen. Dogs received three treatments of eBAT after 
surgery to remove the tumor and before conventional chemotherapy. 
The drug treatment improved the 6-month survival rate to approxi-
mately 70 percent Furthermore, five of the 23 dogs that received eBAT 
treatment lived more than 450 days.

Not only is that good news for dogs, it’s good news for people too. The 
similarities between this cancer and angiosarcoma in humans, and 
the fact that many other tumor types can be targeted by eBAT, make a 
strong case for translating this drug into clinical trials for human cancer 
patients. The researchers want these results to bring hope to those 
touched by this disease.

“This drug was invented here at the University of Minnesota, devel-
oped here, manufactured here, tested here and showed positive 
results here. We would also like this drug to achieve positive outcomes 
for humans here,” Modiano said.

“The ultimate goal for all of us is to create a world in which we no 
longer fear cancer,” he added.

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
Veterinary Practice News 

The results from the trial not only benefits dogs with this particular 
form of cancer, but may be applicable to humans too.

University of Minnesota has announced the breakthrough trial of a 
new drug that improves survival rates in dogs diagnosed with a cancer 
called hemangiosarcoma (HSA). The research and results were pub-
lished recently published in the journal of Molecular Cancer Therapeu-
tics.

“This is likely the most significant advance in the treatment of canine 
HSA in the last three decades,” said study co-author Jaime Modiano, 
V.M.D., Ph.D. professor in the University of Minnesota College of Veteri-
nary Medicine and member of the Masonic Cancer Center, University 
of Minnesota.

Canine HSA is a common, aggressive, incurable sarcoma, and is re-
markably similar to angiosarcoma, which affects humans. Both cancers 
typically spread before diagnosis and the survival time for affected 
patients is extremely short, even with aggressive treatment. Only 50 
percent of humans diagnosed with angiosarcoma live longer than 16 
months; the prognosis for dogs with HSA is similarly dire. Less than 50 
percent of dogs will survive 4 to 6 months and only about 10 percent 
will be alive one year after their diagnosis.

The study tested a drug called eBAT, invented by study senior author 
Daniel Vallera, Ph.D., professor at the University of Minnesota Medi-
cal School and Masonic Cancer Center.

“eBAT was created to specifically target tumors while causing 
minimal damage to the immune system. HSA is a vascular cancer, 
meaning it forms from blood vessels. eBAT was selected for this trial 
because it can simultaneously target the tumor and its vascular 
system,” Vallera said.

University of Minnesota Develops Cancer Drug 
That Helps Dogs With Hemangiosarcoma

By Veterinary Practice News Editors

Lead study author Antonella Borgatti, D.V.M., M.S. and Copper
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Supported Entries – The New Year Cluster
Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern California

January 5, 2017
Judge: Mr. Alfred J. Ferruggiaro
Best of Breed  GCH AKA INU JASKARIN CIRCO MASSIMO
Best of Opposite  GCH CHRISTHILL COACHELLA RN, BN 
Winners Dog & Best of Winners  DUNHAM LAKE STICKY BEAK RA CGC
Winners Bitch  DREAMTIME MELIA CHRISTHILL
Select Dog  GCHG ABQ SAN ISIDRO CHRISTHILL 
Select Bitch/OH  GCH CHRISTHILL FIRST LADY MARIE GENEVA

January 6, 2017    
Judge: Mrs. Lydia Coleman Hutchinson 
Best of Breed  GCHG ABQ SAN ISIDRO CHRISTHILL 
Best of Opposite/OH  GCH CHRISTHILL COACHELLA RN, BN 
Winners Bitch & Best of Winners  DREAMTIME MELIA CHRISTHILL 
Winners Dog  DUNHAM LAKE STICKY BEAK RA CGC 
Select Dog  GCH BLUE MOON BOSTON POPS 
Select  Bitch  GCH CHRISTHILL FIRST LADY MARIE GENEVA

Kennel Club of Palm Springs
January 7, 2017   
Judge: Ms. Elizabeth “Beth” Sweigart 
Best of Breed  GCH AKA INU JASKARIN CIRCO MASSIMO 
Winners Dog/OH DUNHAM LAKE STICKY BEAK RA CGC 
Select Dog  GCH BLUE MOON BOSTON POPS

January 8, 2017    
Judge: Ms. Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine
Best of Breed GCH AKA INU JASKARIN CIRCO MASSIMO  
Select Dog  GCH BLUE MOON BOSTON POPS

Australian Terrier Club of America All Terrier Obedience & Rally Trails
January 5, 2017   
Judge: Mrs. Nancy Grimm

Qualifiers
Beginner Novice B  GCH CHRISTHILL COACHELLA BN, RN
Open Class A   CH ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL CDX, GN, RAE2
Rally Advance B  CH ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL  CDX, GN, RAE2
Rally Excellent B  CH ABQ CIMINA CHRISTHILL CDX, GN, RAE2

Dachshunds and small terriers were bred to find and drive away preda-
tors invading the grain stores of farmers. Earthdog trials put these 
breeds to the test. Jo Ann Frier-Murza, who runs the Village Green Farm 
Earthdog Center in Crosswicks, N.J., is an AKC Lifetime Achievement 
Award winner and author of the definitive book on her sport, “Earth-
dog Ins & Outs.” Here she answers some of the most asked questions 
about the sport.   How do earthdog trials replicate the historical func-
tion of these breeds? It simulates the dog going underground after a 
small wild animal, but of course we don’t use wild animals. The tunnels 
are adapted to our modern-day dogs, so it’s 100 percent safe for dog 
and quarry.

We’re talking about earthen tunnels dug by the club staging 
the event? 
Yes, a tunnel is dug underground, just below the surface. It’s lined with 
wood on the two sides and the top, nine inches square, and at the end 
there’s the quarry -- usually two pet rats. The rats are caged, so no harm 
comes to them. For beginner dogs, the tunnel is only 10 feet long and 
has one turn. At higher levels of the sport the tunnels are longer, with 
more turns. At the advanced levels they have side tunnels that lead to 
a dead end or back to the surface, so the dogs must make decisions as 
they make their way toward the quarry.  

Is this something that can be trained?
It’s an instinct-based activity, judged on a pass/fail basis. When a dog’s 
underground, he must figure things out for himself. Because they were 
bred to work without help from people, among the characteristics 
of terriers and Dachshunds are independence and problem-solving. 
In earthdog, we try to build on those instinctual skills with ones he’s 
learned from experience. You can say this is subtly a training situa-
tion, because you’re exposing him to experiences that will lead to 
the desired result: a qualifying score in an earthdog test.  Does a pet 
terrier these days still have that instinct? They do, but a dog’s instincts 
need to break free from his role at home. At home we always tell them, 
“Don’t dig, don’t bark.” When they come to earthdog, it’s OK to dig and 
bark. But they have inhibitions we’ve put into them in their daily life. 
And allowing them to follow those instincts, finally, in earthdog often 
makes it easier for them to live within the rules at home. It gives them 
an outlet for these instincts they were discouraged from using.  

What’s the first step?
Look for a club that offers earthdog tests in your area. Most clubs have 
websites, and www.akc.org has the clubs listed, and then contact the 
club. The earthdog specialists in the club should know what’s going on 
in the sport in your area. If the club offers an opportunity to practice 
before the event, all well and good. If not, no problem. Just go to 
the event with your dog and enter him in the Introduction to Quarry 
class. No prior experience is necessary. See what happens, and have 
patience. Most times your earthdog will eventually find the instinct 
within.  

Do I need to buy special equipment?
Just a flat collar for your dog and perhaps a folding chair for yourself, 
where you can sit while you and your dog wait for your turn. And that’s 
the time when you’re meeting other people and their dogs. All kinds 
of people do this, so it’s a great way to meet people you wouldn’t 
ordinarily get to know.  Dogs must be over 6 months old, to be eligible 
to participate in AKC Earthdog tests.

Is Your Dog a 
Champion Earthdog?

By Elie Cav Orgel

46                                                                                                    

http://www.akc.org


Moving On:
•	 Gradually increase the length of time your dog looks at you before 

you click. Work up to about 30 seconds of attention. Increase the 
time gradually, just a couple seconds at a time, over multiple ses-
sions. 

•	 If the dog looks away before you C/T, ask for the “watch me” again, 
but make it shorter so the dog succeeds. Make sure the dog has at 
least five successes before you try a longer duration again. 

•	 Variable Schedule of Reinforcement – you have been using a “con-
tinuous schedule of reinforcement” which means the dog gets a 
treat every time he performs the behavior. Now you’re read y to 
move to a variable schedule of reinforcement, meaning he only 
gets a treat sometimes. Only C/T every third, sixth, second, fourth, 
or tenth time he performs the behavior.

•	  Once your dog is performing the behavior reliably on cue (i.e., he 
will do the behavior when you give the verb al cue at least 90% of 
the time) on a variable schedule of reinforcement, you don’t really 
need the clicker any more for this behavior. You should still reward 
your dog often and variably with praise or a food treat, but you 
don’t need the clicker any more for this behavior!

Tips:
•	 Remember that direct eye contact can be threatening to a dog. 

Looking directly into your dog’s eyes may cause her to look away 
as a gesture of appeasement to you. Smile at your dog; if neces-
sary, look at the top of her head or her ear rather than directly into 
her eyes. 

•	 Make sure you are standing erect – not bending at the waist – so 
that you are not “looming” over the dog. If you are working with a 
small dog, consider getting on your knees (still keeping your up-
per body erect) or putting the dog on a bench or table.

Definition:
“Watch me, look at my face, and focus on me.”

Practical Uses:
“Watch Me” is a useful behavior when you want to get your dog’s focus 
on you instead of something like another dog, a squirrel, or other 
temptations.

How To Teach:
Do something to get your dog’s attention—move quickly or make a 
noise with your mouth—when the dog looks at your face, click and 
treat (C/T). Use different actions/sounds to get the dog to look at you 
and don’t always reward in the same body position (for example, make 
sure the dog isn’t always sitting when you C/T).

Get in the habit, even when not training, to C/T whenever your dog 
looks at you. This rewards “checking in” and encourages your dog to 
look to you for direction and guidance.
Adding the cue:

When the dog is offering the behavior (looking at your face without 
your having to do something to get her attention), begin saying the 
cue word (“ watch me” or “look”) as she looks at you, so that the dog 
associates the behavior with the word.

In your next training session, start by saying the cue word before the 
dog looks at you. After a few repetitions, wait for the dog to look away, 
and then use your cue word. If she looks at you, you know she under-
stands the cue.

Teaching your Dog to “Watch Me”

Reprinted with Permission 2017 
www.ddfl.org
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

GCHS CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCHS CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCHS CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
GCHS CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
GCHB CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba 
GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH    CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm
GCHB CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party
GCHS CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH    CH Araluen’s Gamblers Delight - Let’s Get Lucky

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                    Jan 1, 2016 to Dec 31, 2016

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

GCHB CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
GCHS CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCHS CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCHB CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
GCHS CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCH    CH Jovi’s Calm Before The Storm
GCHB CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
GCH    CH Melukylan Ursa Major
GCHB CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party
               CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (Top 10 - 2017)
-Starting from October 13, 2016 up to January 31, 2017

1
2
3
4
4
6
7
7
9
9

              CH The Farms Fine Whine And Spirits
GCHB CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
GCHB CH Samabel Lucys Dark Magic
GCH    CH Samabel Diamonds And Rust
GCH    CH Rock Village Go Your Own Way
                     Dunham Lake The Show
              CH Temora Rhythm And Blues     
GCH    CH Cambridge Radiant Spirit
                     Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya
GCH    CH Benayr Johnny Come Lately                  
                

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2
3
4
5

MACH5 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXB2 MJS2 
MACH ABQ Kacy Christhill MXS MJG XF 
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN AX AXJ NF
GCH CH Dunham Lake Goody Two Shoes OA AXJ CGC
CH Kambara’s Aviatrix CD RA AX AXJ NF JE

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)
1 CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX2 OM3 GN GO 
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

November 2016 to January 2017

November 2016
CHAMPION
CH Dreamtime Distinctly Different Moxie
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Grace Massey & Marilyn Harban & Lori Gutzwiller 
CH Outbackred General Geee O’Rhana
Breeder: Dori Anderson & Janet Peters
Owner: D Anderson & K Oglesby & J Peters & J Evanoff & J Cutler 
GRAND CHAMPION  
GCH CH Marble Arch Just Give Me A Reason 
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Patricia Zupan 
GCH CH Rock Village Go Your Own Way 
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Patricia Zupan 
COMPANION DOG
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RA 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver
Owner: Dana Dean
OBEDIENCE MASTER 3
CH Temora Keeping Stride UDX2 OM3 GN GO 
Breeder: Julie Seaton 
Owner: Cindy Burgess
RALLY NOVICE  
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN CGC
Breeder:  Eva Campbell
Owner: Nancy Wentworth
CH Roachan’s Joyful Celebration RN CGC
Breeder:  Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
GCH CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K RN
Breeder:  Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Darlene Evans & teresa Schreeder & Sue Bachman 
AGILITY FAST NOVICE
CH Kambara’s Aviatrix CD RA AX AXJ NF JE
Breeder: Anne Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Andrea Reyes 
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo CD RA NA NAJ NF 
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd 

December 2016
CHAMPION
CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star CA
Breeder: Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen
GRAND CHAMPION SILVER 
GCHS CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
Breeder:  Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
GCHS CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
Breeder:  Eve Steele & Marjo Ahola
Owner: Eve Steele & David Burnham
RALLY EXCELLENT
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RE 
Breeder: Lisa Weaver 
Owner: Dana Dean
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
CH ABQ Cimina Christhill CDX GN RAE2 
Breeder:  Kreg HIll & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
OPEN AGILITY PREFERRED
Dunham Lake Over The Moon NA NAJ OAP OJP 
Breeder: E Goiffon & T Goiffon & Donna Ensign 
Owner: Emily Moon 
OPEN BARN HUNT
Cambridge Tazzmanian Blue Devil CDX BN RE RATO 
Breeder: Ann Ridenour 
Owner: Joy Miller 
AGILITY COURSE TEST 1
Redhawk A Take On Red CAA ACT1 RATO
Breeder: Eva Campbell
Owner: Penney Lweis 
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Email	  Grace	  at	  firewalkeraussies@gmail.com	  	  
right	  away	  (GOING	  FAST)!	  

Send	  your	  photo	  in	  for	  the	  2018	  Calendar	  COVER	  CONTEST!	  

Send	  your	  entries	  to	  Grace	  at	  firewalkeraussies@gmail.com	  (Contest	  closes	  July	  30,	  2017)	  	  
Photo	  size	  should	  be	  at	  least	  1	  Mb	  (do	  not	  reduce	  for	  email	  transmission).	  

	  2017	  Calendar	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________copies	  X	  	  $_______	  	  =	  $_______________	  
	  Reserved	  Calendar	  page	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________Page	  	  	  	  X	  	  $	  	  50	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =	  $	  _______________	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TOTAL	  =	  $	  _______________	  

Send	  payment	  and	  your	  mailing	  address	  to:	  
Grace	  Massey,	  4343	  Mallard	  Dr,	  Gloucester,	  VA	  23061	  

Make	  checks	  out	  to	  ATCA	  with	  the	  notaMon,	  2017	  Calendar	  
	  

OR	  –	  Purchase	  through	  the	  Australian	  Terrier	  Store	  at	  	  	  www.australianterrier.org	  
OR	  –	  Use	  your	  Paypal	  account	  and	  send	  correct	  amount	  to	  atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	  

	  

★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★    	  	  	  

Calendars	  expected	  to	  be	  shipped	  in	  November	  

ALL	  PRICES	  INCLUDE	  SHIPPING	  AND	  HANDLING	  
	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  US	  &	  Canada 	   	  All	  Other	  Countries	  

1	  Calendar 	   	  $18.00 	   	   	  $23.00	  
2	  Calendars 	   	  $35.00 	   	   	  $40.00	  
3	  Calendars 	   	  $51.75 	   	   	  $56.75	  
4	  Calendars 	   	  $68.00 	   	   	  $73.00	  Save	  $1	  each	  

PRE_ORDER	  -‐-‐-‐	  same	  prices	  as	  2016	  Calendar!!	  

2018	  CALENDAR	  

CALENDAR	  COVER	  CONTEST	  

Send	  me	  your	  Aussies	  in	  ac_on	  
Or	  just	  looking	  beau_ful!	  

	  
Contest	  open	  to	  EVERYONE!	  

	  

Monthly	  pages	  open	  to	  	  
Members	  only.	  

Reserve	  yours	  now.	  

(2017	  Calendar	  Cover	  Winner)	  
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