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OH My, What a Big Litter You Have!
Every breeder has to deal with disappointment. As much as I love
puppies, everything from how they smell, to watching them grow, to
seeing them evolve to loving pets in their new homes, I had the disappointment of having a period of more than 2 years with only adolescents and adults in the house. It wasn’t for lack of trying. For every
breeding during this time, an ultrasound 30 days later would show
no heartbeats (and thus no puppies). While I was feeling baffled from
these unsuccessful breedings, Aurora, a little bitch I kept from my last
successful litter, matured, completed her Championship, and passed
all her health tests. It was now her turn to breed. When she came into
heat, I took her to visit the stud, Randolph, in Staten Island, New York.
Thirty days after the first tie, I took Aurora to see Dr. Amy for an ultrasound. We were able to see 3 little embryo sacs with heartbeats on the
screen at one time. Oh Joy! Puppies!
Aurora progressed in her pregnancy as one would expect. However,
around day 50 she looked excessively large. She had the normal
waddle in her walk, but her belly almost touched the ground. I don’t
usually get an x-ray done, but I felt compelled to get one done this
time. When Dr. Amy brought Aurora back from taking the x-ray, she
set her iPad on the table and said “Let’s count the puppies together”.
Imagine my surprise to count 8 skulls and backbones! I am glad I had
the x-ray done, since I would never have expected that many. The
largest litter I had whelped prior to this was 7 puppies when Aurora
was born. I prayed that all would be born healthy, and that Aurora was
strong enough to handle the stress of such a large litter.
Late on January 14th, Aurora was showing all the normal signs that
she was ready to whelp, and the first puppy was born at 1:20 am on
the 15th. Three hours later, doing all the work herself, Aurora had
whelped a total of 8 puppies: 7 boys and 1 girl. But Aurora was full
of surprises, as she wasn’t finished. She started pushing for a ninth
time, and a second girl was born! NINE PUPPIES! All were healthy and
whole at birth. But they weren’t out of the woods yet. For the first two
days, a lot of time was spent switching out puppies to make sure they
all had equal opportunity to get the all-important colostrum and an
equal chance to thrive. However, Aurora began acting stressed, and I
took her to see Dr. Amy to make sure she wasn’t calcium deficient. She
wasn’t, but she was iron deficient, which shouldn’t be surprising considering she had carried and whelped 9 puppies. She also had a slight
infection. If she had not improved quickly, it was possible I would have
to take over feeding the puppies.

28

Luckily, Aurora responded to treatment and continued to nurse, care
for and clean her puppies. I have supplemented with goat’s milk every
few hours after the first two days, but I worked to assure that each
of the puppies had equal opportunity to continue nursing on their
mother. They were weighed each day to verify they were thriving.
Today they are 16 days old, and their eyes are beginning to open. They
are also beginning to start to lift their round little bodies to wobbly
stand and verbalize with little growls. So, while I have had to deal with
disappointment in the past and the stress of whether they would
make it, the real joy begins as I smell the puppy breath of these 9 little
beings and look forward to the enjoyment of watching them grow.

