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The Value of CHIC testing
A good number of our breeders have
gotten on board with Canine Health
Information Center (CHIC) certification
and are having the eyes, thyroid and
patella’s tested for each dog or bitch
they are thinking of breeding. These
tests were chosen at the suggestion of
the health committee of our national
breed club, the Australian Terrier Club of
America, as the most important for our
breed for which tests are available. It is
recommended the patellas and thyroid, using the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) guidelines and forms, be tested after 1 year of
age. Eyes, using OFA or Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF)
guidelines and forms, can be tested at any age. The results of all three
tests are submitted to CHIC via OFA and/or CERF, and a CHIC certification number is assigned to the tested dog or bitch. To retain the CHIC
certification, the thyroid and eye tests need to be repeated every 2
years. However, the eye certification from OFA or CERF is good for just
1 year. The results entered into the database should include even the
ones that are not stellar if the breeder is forward thinking.
Why would a breeder want to include less than desirable results in
their dog’s record? The CHIC database allows the user to view the results of not only the individual they are considering to breed but also
those of the dam and sire and any of its siblings that have results in
the database. This is a powerful resource when trying to improve the
health of our breed. For example, I had a bitch with a grade 1 patella,
where, according to the OFA form, “the patella easily luxates manually
at full extension of the stifle joint, but returns to the trochlea when
released”. The vet said it was very slight and she would almost not classify it as such, but I should take care in whom she was paired with for
breeding. I bred her to two dogs that both tested normal for patella
and the offspring of these pairings tested are normal, thus improving on her minor health issue. However, I also had the opportunity
to breed her with a very nice dog that had produced some very nice
puppies, but had never been tested. I specified that before breeding
I would pay for the necessary tests so he could get his CHIC certification.
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The owners agreed, but when testing his patellas they were both
found to be a grade 2 where, according to the OFA form, there is
“frequent patellar luxation which, in some cases becomes more or less
permanent”. If I hadn’t had the test done I would have been moving
backward in the health of my line. While I couldn’t require the owners
to submit the results to the CHIC database, doing so would have been
useful for those who would like to use his offspring in the future.
All of our breed’s results can be found in the searchable database by
going to the CHIC website: http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/search.
html and choosing “Australian Terrier” under breed.
For those interested in getting a CHIC certification on one or more of
their dogs, the ATCA will be offering testing for all the CHIC required
tests at a greatly reduced rate this year at the National Specialty in
Gray Summit, Missouri. The thyroid and patella tests will be conducted
in the morning on Education Day, May 31st. Eye exams will be conducted in the afternoon. Not only is the National a great place to meet
other breeders with great Aussies, this year it is also a great place to
get your Aussie CHIC certified. This is too good a deal to turn down!

