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Form follows function.....
The Australian Terrier, according to our standard, is a small, sturdy,
medium-boned terrier, rather long in proportion to height with
pricked ears and docked tail who was bred to work.
Part of his job was to protect the family from the vermin that invaded
their homes in the outback of Australia. But that was not his only
job. He also participated in the hunt and “went to ground” after prey,
served as watchdog informing the family of convicts, bushrangers and
marauding natives in the area, helped herd the livestock and lived in
the home as a loving companion to the family. As befits their heritage
as versatile workers, Australian Terriers are sound and free moving
with good reach and drive.
The recognizable outline of the Aussie starts with a head that is long
and strong set atop a long, slightly arching and strong neck blending
smoothly into well laid back shoulders and continues along a level
and firm topline to strong hindquarters with legs well angulated at
the stifles and hocks, short and perpendicular from the hocks to the
ground.
The length of the body comes from both the length of back from
the withers to the front of the tail being ~1-1 ½ inches longer than
from wither to the ground, as well as from the forelegs being set well
under the body, with definite body overhang (keel) before them when
viewed from the side.

The small eyes, small erect and pointed ears, tight lips and small clean
catlike feet reduced chances of injury while working, or fighting with
their prey, that may otherwise occur with larger protruding eyes,
larger floppy ears, loose jowls and bigger loose feet.
The skull being full between the eyes, with slight but definite stop allowed him to be able to see well even while carrying something, such
as prey, in his mouth. The lips, eye rims, nose and V-shaped area free
of hair on the bridge of the muzzle were black (lips can be dark brown
on red dogs) to prevent sunburn.
The tail set on high and carried erect, docked to slightly less than half
the tail, provided a good hand-hold when mature for pulling them
out of the ground if needed while hunting.
The Aussie’s expression was keen and intelligent; the temperament
spirited, alert, courageous, and self-confident with the natural aggressiveness of a ratter and hedge hunter and as a companion they were
bred to be friendly and affectionate.
As breeders, we must understand our standard and how it relates to
the ideal Aussie. We must remember, “Form follows function”.
The further an Aussie is from the ideal the less likely he would be able
to perform the jobs of his ancestors.

The Australian Terrier Club of Queensland’s website description of
the Aussie states, “because of their longer body they are very agile
and can leap in the air and turn on their body length and come down
behind the prey.”
The distinctive harsh-textured outer coat, protective ruff blending
into the apron, forelegs slightly feathered to the pasterns and a silky
top-knot provided the Aussie protection from the harsh environmental conditions, as well as from snake and rat attacks.
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A strong and powerful muzzle and teeth of good size allowed him to
dispatch these pests with ease.

13

