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the talkabout

Ladies and Gentleman the health survey is finally complete and ready for ac‑
tion. This year the health survey is available on the web and can be accessed at: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=fK5tkU_2fBVyQtSsdp1nX4BA_3d_3d

If you wish to have a paper form instead, please contact Petey at Te‑
resa Schreeder,6829 Pleasants Valley Rd Vacaville, CA 95688-9715 
P h o n e  7 0 7 - 4 5 1 - 0 3 1 4  e m a i l :  p e t e 1 2 8 @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t 

All survey responses are confidential, so please be honest. Remember if you 
wish to participate in Breeder Referral through ATCA participation in the 
health survey is required, and you must include your demographic informa‑
tion in order to be counted. All demographic information submitted on the web‑
site is disconnected from the survey responses to ensure your confidentiality. 
 
The survey begins with an introduction and then requests your demographic infor‑
mation. Next there are several pages of general dog care questions. After that there 
are 10 pages of individual dog records- please fill out one record for each dog you 
wish to report on. Please include any dogs you have owned/co-owned/own within 
the last 5 years. If you do not need all of the records simply scroll to the bottom of 
each record and click next to get to the final page of the survey. The final page of the 
survey asks some questions about what you thought about the electronic survey pro‑
cess- please give us your opinions! Translating a paper form into this format was in‑
teresting to say the least, so I am sure there are a multitude of ways it could be better. 
 
In about a month I will send out a link to a summary of the general dog care answers for 
those who are interested- this information is summarized so that no individual answers 
can be obtained, and this information will be password protected for ATCA members.  
 
If you have any questions or problems, feel free to e-mail myself or 
Petey and we will be happy to help you. Thank you all for your support! 
What we have accomplished this far would not be possible without it. 
 
Thanks
Michelle Bell
ATCA Health Co-Chair
aussielvr@gmail.com
757-871-7082 (cell)
3426 Hollow Pond Rd
Hayes, VA 23072

Australian Terrier Club of 
America 2008 Health Survey

“A very kind member in CA requested a thank you 
note be sent to their vet, thanking them for their 
donations of time to Australian Terrier Research. I 
would be willing to send a note to anyone else’s vet. 
Feel free to e-mail me with the vet’s name, name 
of practice, full address including zip code, name 
of the dog and name of the owner.”  Please contact 
Michelle Bell, 3426 Hollow Pond Rd, Hayes, VA 
23072 or aussielvr@gmail.com
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Membership 
Updates

Mark McGrath
3308 Jeffrey Drive
Fresher, PA 19025

Sarah Fraley
PO Box 121
Kenney, TX 77452

Email Change:
Nancy Carol Mathes -- 
ncarol12@verizon.net

This is the second in a series discussing what can help the 
owner/handler (O/H) become the best they can be.  The first 
article identified four stages where the O/H needs help: 1) 
choosing the right dog from the right breeder, 2) show/ring 
etiquette, 3) grooming and 4) handling. This article will con‑
centrate on the first of the four stages: the breeder.

First, and foremost, the breeder must provide a prospective 
buyer of “a show dog” with a quality dog. This means that 
the breeder will have to “grow out” the dog for a period of 
time, sometimes months, to realistically decide if the dog is 
show/breed quality or not. The breeder should go over the 
dog (and the dog’s ancestors in its pedigree) with the new 
owner and point out how they do and DO NOT meet the breed 
standard, not only in type but in movement and temperament 
as well. While discussing the dog, and its ancestors, faults 
and strengths, health issues should not be neglected. The 
health problems that have been seen, and the testing that 
needs to be done to screen for these, should be discussed. 
The breeder should also spend time discussing grooming the 
dog to best meet the standard, including ways to minimize 
the minor flaws and to showcase outstanding characteristics. 

Who better to learn this from than the owner of the parents 
who more than likely had the same flaws and characteristics?  
This “mentoring” may take a lot of time. But if the new owner 
is to be successful, this foundation needs to be laid and could 
lead to a lifelong friendship (as discovered by some of the 
most successful breeders I have talked to). 

If a new owner purchases a show dog at eight weeks, with‑
out the appropriate background mentoring, there is a good 
chance that it may not turn out to be a quality dog. (Most 
good breeders normally only keep one or two out of each 
litter to “grow out”). This new owner is likely to get discour‑
aged with showing when their “show dog” consistently gets 
beaten in the ring by other dogs. They in turn hire a profes‑
sional handler who, through superb grooming and handling, 
easily finishes the dog. The owner, excited by their dog’s 
new championship, breeds it and the cycle starts all over 
again. Having never learned the standard and other critical 
information about the breed, this “breeder” will use winning 
as the criteria for breeding and not the Breed Standard. In 
contrast, a good breeder will evaluate their show prospects 
several times during the months they grow them out and 
may decide that, even after completing its championship, 
the dog doesn’t meet their criteria for their breeding program 
and never breed it.

Owner/handlers (O/H) must strive for excellence in grooming 
and handling techniques so they can compete on the same 
level as professional handlers who help keep the bar high. 
Removing any political elements, the O/H with the superior 
dog should be able to beat a professional handler if the 
O/H’d dog is properly groomed and handled. Our breeders 
are the ones that provide us with our superior dog. In future 
article’s I will explore avenues where the O/H can learn to 
groom and handle their dog to the winner’s circle. Feedback 
and suggestions are, as always, appreciated.

Grace Cartwright
4343 Mallard Dr
Gloucester, VA 23061
Email:  gracec@vims.edu
Home: 804-693-9343 
Cell: 804-699-0007 

Reprinted with permission from AKC, The Australian Terrier 
Column, February 2008 Issue

Owner/Handler ....
The Breeder's 

Influence

Grace Cartwright
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Pre-Order the One Cal-
endar That's Filled With 
Smart, Funny, Beautiful 
Australian Terriers and 

Save!

They’re feisty, they’re smart, they’re mischievous, they’re funny, and Australian Terriers are beauti‑
ful.  And when you order the ATCA Calendar, you are not only ordering a calendar filled with some 
of the most beautiful Australian Terrier photographs available, but you are showing your support for 
the Australian Terrier Club of America and all of the wonderful work it does for this remarkable breed.  
PRE-ORDER AND SAVE!  After July 15, 2008, the calendar price will be $14.95.  Make your check 
payable in U.S. funds (including shipping) to the ATCA and mail along with your completed order form 
to D. Suter, 20 Valleyview Road, Bellingham, MA, 02019.  Don't delay one minute!  Show your support 
for the ATCA and order a year's worth of your favorite Australian Terriers now!.  Calendars will ship in 
October, 2008.

Yes!  i love australian terriers and this is the calendar for me!
Name
Street
City
State                                Zip                                  Country
Email address (in case of questions about  your order)
Nbr of Calendars Ordered by 7/15/2008 x $13.95 =
Nbr of Calendars Ordered after 7/15/2008 x $14.95 = $
Shipping/Handling 
First Class/Priority Rates for Shipping within the U.S.: 
     1 calendar   – shipping is $2.00 
     2 calendars – shipping is $3.25
     3-5 calendars – shipping is $5.00
First Class International Shipping to Canada: 
     1 calendar   – shipping is $2.50 
     2 calendars – shipping is $4.20
     3 calendars – shipping is $6.00 $  
***If shipping outside the U.S. or Canada,  or if shipping more calen‑
dars than shown, please email calendar@australianterrier.org for rates. 
***
Total Amount Enclosed: $
Thank you for supporting the ATCA!
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Show Off Your 
Aussies!

There are just a few pages left, so 
if you have a magnificent new litter 
of puppies or the perfect photograph 
of your purebred Australian Terrier, 
purchase a page in the 2009 ATCA 
Calendar now!  If you’re a member of 
the Australian Terrier Club of Amer‑
ica and have a great photograph of 
a purebred Aussie you love, you can 
highlight your Aussie with a page in 
the 2009 calendar for just $50.00.  
An entire month will be dedicated to 
your Aussie’s perfect moment and 
you’ll receive your own copy of the 
calendar to enjoy.  If you’d like to 
reserve a page, please contact me 
via calendar@australianterrier.org.  
Don’t send any money until I confirm 
your reservation.  But please note 
– if you reserve a page and want to 
get started taking pictures now us‑
ing a digital camera, set your resolution to 300 dpi or higher. Higher resolution produces a better calendar page.  I look 
forward to working with you on the 2009 calendar.  

Could Your Aussie be the One?
The 2009 ATCA Calendar Cover Contest is underway and it’s open to everyone!  Do you have an award-winning photograph 
that captures the spirit, the spunk and the intelligence of your beautiful purebred Australian Terrier?  Share the moment and 
your photo could be the one to grace the cover of the 2009 ATCA Australian Terrier Calendar!  The winner will also receive 
a free copy of the calendar to enjoy.  Entries must be of purebred Australian Terriers and cannot include people or other 
breeds.  Entries may be sent via email, but the winning entry must be able to provide a photograph that was developed 
from film (no ink-jet copies) or a high-resolution TIF file (600 dpi is preferred, but if the original photograph is 8” x 10”, 300 
dpi is fine) via email or CD.  All entries must have a signed release from the photographer.  The deadline for entries is May 
31, 2008.  

Please send your photographs via email to calendar@australianterrier.org or via USPS to D. Suter, 20 Valleyview Drive, 
Bellingham, MA, 02019. Please indicate that your photo is for the 2009 ATCA Calendar Cover Contest.  All submissions 
must be received by May 31, 2008.  

The 2009 Memorial Page
If you’d like to honor an Aussie who passed away during the year, please submit your Aussie’s photo for the Memorial Page.  
This page is also open to everyone.  Please send your photographs via email to calendar@australianterrier.org or via USPS 
to D. Suter, 20 Valleyview Drive, Bellingham, MA, 02019.  Submissions are needed by May 31, 2008.  Please indicate that 
your photo is for the 2009 Memorial page.  

Haven’t Ordered Your 2008 Calendar Yet?
There are just a few left, so if you haven’t ordered yours, order it now!  Visit the Aussie store at www.australianterrier.org
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Continued on page 6

the ins and outs of 
Pedigree analysis, 
Genetic Diversity, 

and Genetic Disease 
control

by Jerold S. Bell, D.V.M.

This is an updated version of an article that originally appeared 
in the American Kennel Club Gazette in September 1992 entitled, 
“Getting What You Want From Your Breeding Program.”  It is 
reprinted with the permission of Dr. Bell.)

IT’S ALL IN THE GENES

As dog breeders, we engage in genetic “experiments” each time 
we plan a mating.  The type of mating selected should coincide with 
your goals. To some breeders, determining which traits will appear 
in the offspring of a mating is like rolling the dice - a combination 
of luck and chance.  For others, producing certain traits involves 
more skill than luck - the result of careful study and planning.  As 
breeders, we must understand how we manipulate genes within 
our breeding stock to produce the kinds of dogs we want.  We 
have to first understand dogs as a species, then dogs as genetic 
individuals. 

The species, Canis familiaris, includes all breeds of the domestic 
dog. Although we can argue that there is little similarity between 
a Chihuahua and a Saint Bernard, or that established breeds are 
separate entities among themselves, they all are genetically the 
same species.  While a mating within a breed may be considered 
outbred, it still must be viewed as part of the whole genetic picture: 
a mating within an isolated, closely related, interbred population. 
Each breed was developed by close breeding and inbreeding 
among a small group of founding canine ancestors, either through 
a long period of genetic selection or by intensely inbreeding a 
smaller number of generations. The process established the 
breed’s characteristics and made the dogs in it breed true. 

When evaluating your breeding program, remember that most 
traits you’re seeking cannot be changed, fixed or created in a single 
generation.  The more information you can obtain on how certain 
traits have been transmitted by your dog’s ancestors, the better 
you can prioritize your breeding goals.  Tens of thousands of genes 
interact to produce a single dog.  All genes are inherited in pairs, 
one pair from the father and one from the mother.  If the pair of 
inherited genes from both parents is identical, the pair is called 
homozygous.  If the genes in the pair are not alike, the pair is called 
heterozygous.  Fortunately, the gene pairs that make a dog a dog 
and not a cat are always homozygous.  Similarly, the gene pairs 
that make a certain breed always breed true are also homozygous. 
. Therefore, a large proportion of homozygous non-variable pairs 
- those that give a breed its specific standard - exist within each 
breed. It is the variable gene pairs, like those that control color, size 
and angulation, that produce variations within a breed.

BREEDING BY PEDIGREE

outbreeding brings together two dogs less related than the 

average for the breed.  This promotes more heterozygosity, and 
gene diversity within each dog by matching pairs of unrelated 
genes from different ancestors.  Outbreeding can also mask the 
expression of recessive genes, and allow their propagation in the 
carrier state.

His Sire
          Paternal Grand Sire of Doggy Dog

His Dam

          Sire of Doggy Dog
Her Sire

          Paternal Grand Dam of Doggy Dog
Her Dam

Doggy Dog Dog
This One’s Sire

          Maternal Grand Sire of Doggy Dog
This One’s Dam

            Dam of Doggy Dog
That One’s Sire

          Maternal Grand Dam of Doggy Dog
That One’s Dam

an example of outbreeding: an unrelated sire and dam

Most outbreeding tends to produce more variation within a litter.  
An exception would be if the parents are so dissimilar that they 
create a uniformity of heterozygosity.  This is what usually occurs 
in a mismating between two breeds.  The resultant litter tends to be 
uniform, but demonstrates “half-way points” between the dissimilar 
traits of the parents.  Such litters may be phenotypically uniform, 
but will rarely breed true due to the mix of dissimilar genes.

A reason to outbreed would be to bring in new traits that your 
breeding stock does not possess. While the parents may be 
genetically dissimilar, you should choose a mate that corrects 
your dog’s faults but phenotypically complements your dog’s good 
traits.

It is not unusual to produce an excellent quality dog from an outbred 
litter.  The abundance of genetic variability can place all the right 
pieces in one individual.  Many top-winning show dogs are outbred.  
Consequently, however, they may have low inbreeding coefficients 
and may lack the ability to uniformly pass on their good traits to their 
offspring.  After an outbreeding, breeders may want to breed back 
to dogs related to their original stock, to increase homozygosity and 
attempt to solidify newly acquired traits.

Prolific Sire
          Miss Missy’s Paternal Grand Sire

His Dam

          Miss Missy’s Sire
Prolific Sire

          Miss Missy’s Paternal Grand Dam
Her Dam

Little Miss Missy
Prolific Sire

          Miss Missy’s Maternal Grand Sire
This One’s Dam

            Miss Missy’s Dam
Prolific Sire

          Miss Missy’s Maternal Grand Dam
That One’s Dam

an example of tight linebreeding: a quadruple great-grandfather
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linebreeding attempts to concentrate the genes of a specific ancestor or ancestors through their appearance multiple times in a pedi‑
gree.  The ancestor should appear behind more than one offspring.  If an ancestor always appears behind the same offspring, you are 
only linebreeding on the approximately 50 percent of the genes passed to the offspring and not the ancestor itself.

It is better for linebred ancestors to appear on both the sire’s and the dam’s sides of the pedigree. That way their genes have 
a better chance of pairing back up in the resultant pups.  Genes from common ancestors have a greater chance of expression when 
paired with each other than when paired with genes from other individuals, which may mask or alter their effects.

A linebreeding may produce a puppy with magnificent qualities, but if those qualities are not present in any of the ancestors the pup 
has been linebred on, it may not breed true.  Therefore, careful selection of mates is important, but careful selection of puppies from the 
resultant litter is also important to fulfill your genetic goals.  Without this, you are reducing your chances of concentrating the genes of 
the linebred ancestor.

Increasing an individual’s homozygosity through linebreeding may not, however, reproduce an outbred ancestor.  If an ancestor is 
outbred and generally heterozygous (Aa), increasing homozygosity will produce more AA and aa. The way to reproduce an outbred 
ancestor is to mate two individuals that mimic the appearance and pedigree of the ancestor’s parents. 

His Sire
          Common Grand Sire of Rover

His Dam

          Sire of Rover
Her Sire

          Common Grand Dam of Rover
Her Dam

Rover Come Over 
His Sire

          Common Grand Sire of Rover
His Dam

            Dam of Rover
Her Sire

          Common Grand Dam of Rover
Her Dam

an example of inbreeding: a full-brother x sister mating

inbreeding significantly increases homozygosity, and therefore uniformity in litters.  Inbreeding can increase the expression of both 
beneficial and detrimental recessive genes through pairing up.  If a recessive gene (a) is rare in the population, it will almost always 
be masked by a dominant gene (A).  Through inbreeding, a rare recessive gene (a) can be passed from a heterozygous (Aa) common 
ancestor through both the sire and dam, creating a homozygous recessive (aa) offspring.  inbreeding does not create undesirable 
genes, it simply increases the expression of those that are already present in a heterozygous state.

Inbreeding can exacerbate a tendency toward disorders controlled by multiple genes, such as hip dysplasia and congenital heart 
anomalies.  Unless you have prior knowledge of what milder linebreedings on the common ancestors have produced, inbreeding may 
expose your puppies (and puppy buyers) to extraordinary risk of genetic defects.  Research has shown that inbreeding depression, or 
diminished health and viability through inbreeding is directly related to the amount of detrimental recessive genes present.  Some lines 
thrive with inbreeding, and some do not.

PEDIGREE ANALYSIS

Geneticists’ and breeders’ definitions of inbreeding vary. A geneticist views inbreeding as a measurable number that goes up whenever 
there is a common ancestor between the sire’s and dam’s sides of the pedigree; a breeder considers inbreeding to be close inbreeding, 
such as father-to-daughter or brother-to-sister matings. A common ancestor, even in the eighth generation, will increase the measurable 
amount of inbreeding in the pedigree.

The inbreeding coefficient (or Wright’s coefficient) is an estimate of the percentage of all the variable gene pairs that are homozygous 
due to inheritance from common ancestors.  It is also the average chance that any single gene pair is homozygous due to inheritance 
from a common ancestor.  In order to determine whether a particular mating is an outbreeding or inbreeding relative to your breed, you 
must determine the breed’s average inbreeding coefficient.  The average inbreeding coefficient of a breed will vary depending on the 
breed’s popularity or the age of its breeding population.  A mating with an inbreeding coefficient of 14 percent based on a ten generation 
pedigree, would be considered moderate inbreeding for a Labrador Retriever (a popular breed with a low average inbreeding coefficient), 
but would be considered outbred for an Irish Water Spaniel (a rare breed with a higher average inbreeding coefficient).

For the calculated inbreeding coefficient of a pedigree to be accurate, it must be based on several generations.  Inbreeding in the fifth 
and later generations (background inbreeding) often has a profound effect on the genetic makeup of the offspring represented by the 
pedigree.  In studies conducted on dog breeds, the difference in inbreeding coefficients based on four versus eight generation pedigrees 
varied immensely.  A four generation pedigree containing 28 unique ancestors for 30 positions in the pedigree could generate a low 

Continued on page 7

Continued from page 5
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inbreeding coefficient, while eight generations of the same pedigree, which contained 212 unique ancestors out of 510 possible positions, 
had a considerably higher inbreeding coefficient.  What seemed like an outbred mix of genes in a couple of generations, appeared as a 
linebred concentration of genes from influential ancestors in extended generations.

The process of calculating coefficients is too complex to present here.  Several books that include how to compute coefficients are 
indicated at the end of this article; some computerized canine pedigree programs also compute coefficients.  The analyses in this article 
were performed using CompuPed, by RCI Software.

Pedigree of Gordon Setter Laurel Hill Braxfield Bilye
( a spayed female owned by Dr. Jerold and Mrs. Candice Bell, and co-bred by Mary Poos and Laura Bedford.)

                                             Dual CH Loch Adair Monarch
                            CH Sutherland MacDuff
                            |                CH Sutherland Dunnideer Waltz
                    CH Sutherland Gallant
                    |       |                CH Afternod Kyle of Sutherland
                    |       CH Sutherland Pavane
                    |                        CH Sutherland Xenia
            CH Loch Adair Foxfire
            |       |                        Afternod Fidemac
            |       |       CH Loch Adair Peer of Sutherland, CD
            |       |       |                CH Wee Laurie Adair
            |       CH Sutherland Lass of Shambray
            |               |                CH Afternod Callant
            |               CH Afternod Karma
            |                                CH Afternod Amber
    CH Braxfield Andrew of Aberdeen
    |       |                                Afternod Fidemac
    |       |               Am.Cn.CH Afternod Scot of Blackbay, CD
    |       |               |                CH Afternod Alder
    |       |       Am.Cn.CH Forecast Trade Winds, CD
    |       |       |       |                Bud O’Field Brookview
    |       |       |       CH Oak Lynn’s Bonnie Bridget
    |       |       |                        Borderland Taupie
    |       CH Afternod Ember VI, CD
    |               |                        CH Afternod Simon
    |               |       Afternod Profile of Sark
    |               |       |                CH Afternod Heiress of Sark
    |               CH Afternod Ember V
    |                       |                CH Afternod Callant
    |                       CH Afternod Maud MacKenzie
    |                                        CH Afternod Amber
 LAUREL HILL BRAXFIELD BILYE
    |                                        CH Afternod Callant
    |                       Dual CH Loch Adair Monarch
    |                       |                Loch Adair Diana of Redchico
    |               CH Sutherland MacDuff
    |               |       |                CH Afternod Anagram
    |               |       CH Sutherland Dunnideer Waltz
    |               |                        CH Hi-Laway’s Calopin
    |       CH Kendelee Pendragon
    |       |       |                        CH Afternod Callant
    |       |       |       CH Wee Jock Adair, CD
    |       |       |       |                Loch Adair Diana of Redchico
    |       |       CH Afternod Nighean Kendelee
    |       |               |                CH Afternod Simon
    |       |               CH Afternod Wendee
    |       |                                Afternod Dee of Aberdeen
    CH Halcyon Belle-Amie
            |                                Dual CH Loch Adair Monarch
            |               CH Sutherland MacDuff
            |               |                CH Sutherland Dunnideer Waltz
            |       CH Sutherland Gallant
            |       |       |                CH Afternod Kyle of Sutherland
            |       |       CH Sutherland Pavane
            |       |                        CH Sutherland Xenia
            CH Loch Adair Firefly, WD
                    |                        Afternod Fidemac
                    |       CH Loch Adair Peer of Sutherland, CD
                    |       |                CH Wee Laurie Adair
                    CH Sutherland Lass of Shambray
                            |                CH Afternod Callant
                            CH Afternod Karma
                                             CH Afternod Amber

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 6
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     Coefficients for Sample Matings
 Type of                   Inbreeding     Percentage of Blood
 Mating                    Coefficient    to Listed Ancestor
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Parent x Offspring          25.00%   Parent    75.0%
 Full Brother x Sister       25.00%   Common Grandparent 50.0%
 Father x Granddaughter      12.50%   Father    62.5%
 Half-Brother x Half-Sister  12.50%   Common Grandparent 50.0%
 Uncle x Niece               12.50%   Common Grandparent 37.5%
 First-Cousin Mating           6.25%   Common GreatGrandparent 25.0% 

To visualize some of these concepts, please refer to the above 
pedigree. Linebred ancestors in this pedigree are in color, to help visualize their contribution.  The paternal grandsire, CH Loch Adair 
Foxfire, and the maternal grandam, CH Loch Adair Firefly WD, are full siblings, making this a first-cousin mating.  The inbreeding 
coefficient for a first cousin mating is 6.25%, which is considered a mild level of inbreeding.  Lists of inbreeding coefficients based on 
different types of matings are shown in the accompanying table.  

In Bilye’s pedigree, an inbreeding coefficient based on four generations computes to 7.81%. This is not significantly different from the 
estimate based on the first-cousin mating alone.  Inbreeding coefficients based on increasing numbers of generations are as follows: five 
generations, 13.34%; six generations, 18.19%; seven generations, 22.78%; eight generations, 24.01%; ten generations, 28.63%; and 
twelve generations, 30.81%.  The inbreeding coefficient of 30.81 percent is more than what you would find in a parent-to-offspring mating 
(25%).  As you can see, the background inbreeding has far more influence on the total inbreeding coefficient than the first‑cousin 
mating, which only appears to be its strongest influence.

Knowledge of the degree of inbreeding in a pedigree does not necessarily help you unless you know whose genes are being concentrated. 
The percent blood coefficient measures the relatedness between an ancestor and the individual represented by the pedigree.  It estimates 
the probable percentage of genes passed down from a common ancestor.  We know that a parent passes on an average of 50% of its 
genes, while a grandparent passes on 25%, a great-grandparent 12.5%, and so on.  For every time the ancestor appears in the pedigree, 
its percentage of passed-on genes can be added up and its “percentage of blood” estimated.

In many breeds, an influential individual may not appear until later generations, but then will appear so many times that it neces-
sarily contributes a large proportion of genes to the pedigree.  This can occur in breeds, due either prolific ancestors (usually stud 
dogs), or a small population of dogs originating the breed.  Based on a twenty-five generation pedigree of Bilye, there are only 852 unique 
ancestors who appear a total of over twenty-million times.

Pedigree Analysis of Laurel Hill Braxfield Bilye
(computed to 25 generations)

    �st Generation
Linebred                       Percentage          of appearance    # times in
Ancestors                      of Blood             in pedigree        pedigree
 ‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑
CH Afternod Drambuie             33.20%                6                  33
CH Afternod Sue                    27.05%                7                  61
CH Afternod Callant                26.56%                5                  13
AGrand-Parents@   25.00%    2      1
CH Sutherland Gallant             25.00%                3                       2
CH Sutherland MacDuff         25.00%                3                       3
CH Sutherland Lass of Shambray   25.00%                3                    2
CH Wilson’s Corrie, C.D.        22.30%                7                200
CH Afternod Buchanon           20.22%                7                  48 
Loch Adair Diana of Redchico  17.97%                5                  12
CH EEG=s Scotia Nodrog Rettes 17.76%    8  181
Afternod Ember of Gordon Hill 17.14%                8                  76
CH Afternod Hickory               16.21%                6                  27
CH Black Rogue of Serlway  15.72%    9  480
CH Afternod Woodbine            14.45%                6                  15
CH Fast=s Falcon of Windy Hill  13.82%    8    66
Afternod Fidemac                   13.67%                5                    7
CH Page’s MacDonegal II         13.43%                7                  56
Afternod Hedera                     13.38%                7    56
CH Downside Bonnie of Serlway 12.90%              10                708
Peter of Crombie                   12.76%              11                 3,887
AGreat-Grand-Parents@  12.50%    3       1
CH Afternod Amber   12.50%    5       5
Ben of Crombie   11.83%  11           7,584
Stylish William   11.18%  13         23,764

Continued on page 9

Continued from page 7
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Stylish Billie    11.08%  14         70,542
Stylish Ranger    10.80%  15       297,331
CH Afternod Kate   10.74%    6      17
Heather Grouse   10.61%  16           1,129,656
Afternod Hedemac   10.45%    7      28

The above analysis shows the ancestral contribution of the linebred ancestors in Bilye’s pedigree.  Those dogs in color were present in 
the five-generation pedigree.  CH Afternod Drambuie has the highest genetic contribution of all of the linebred ancestors.  He appears 33 
times between the sixth and eighth generations.  One appearance in the sixth generation contributes 1.56% of the genes to the pedigree.  
His total contribution is 33.2% of Bilye’s genes, second only to the parents.  Therefore, in this pedigree, the most influential ancestor 
doesn’t even appear in the five‑generation pedigree.  His dam, CH Afternod Sue, appears 61 times between the seventh and tenth 
generations, and contributes more genes to the pedigree than a grandparent.  

Foundation dogs that formed the Gordon Setter breed also play a great role in the genetic makeup of today’s dogs.  Heather Grouse 
appears over one million times between the sixteenth and twenty-fifth generations, and almost doubles those appearances beyond the 
twenty-fifth generation.  He contributes over ten percent of the genes to Bilye’s pedigree.  This example shows that the depth of the pedi‑
gree is very important in estimating the genetic makeup of an individual.  Any detrimental recessive genes carried by Heather Grouse or 
other founding dogs, would be expected to be widespread in the breed.

BREEDING BY APPEARANCE

Many breeders plan matings solely on the appearance of a dog and not on its pedigree or the relatedness of the prospective parents. This 
is called assortative mating.  Breeders use positive assortative matings (like-to-like) to solidify traits, and negative assortative matings 
(like-to-unlike) when they wish to correct traits or bring in traits their breeding stock may lack.

Some individuals may share desirable characteristics, but they inherit them differently.  This is especially true of polygenic traits, such as 
ear set, bite, or length of forearm.  Breeding two phenotypically similar but genotypically unrelated dogs together would not necessarily 
reproduce these traits.  Conversely, each individual with the same pedigree will not necessarily look or breed alike.

Breedings should not be planned solely on the basis of the pedigree or appearance alone.  Matings should be based on a combination 
of appearance and ancestry.  If you are trying to solidify a certain trait - like topline - and it is one you can observe in the parents and the 
linebred ancestors of two related dogs, then you can be more confident that you will attain your goal.

GENETIC DIVERSITY

Some breed clubs advocate codes of ethics that discourage linebreeding or inbreeding, as an attempt to increase breed genetic diversity.  
the types of matings utilized do not cause the loss of genes from a breed gene pool.  it occurs through selection; the use and 
non-use of offspring.  if some breeders linebreed to certain dogs that they favor, and others linebreed to other dogs that they 
favor, then breed-wide genetic diversity is maintained.  

In a theoretical mating with four offspring, we are dealing with four gene pairs.  The sire is homozygous at 50% of his gene pairs (two out 
of four), while the dam is homozygous at 75% of her gene pairs.  It is reasonable to assume that she is more inbred than the sire.

a theoretical mating with four offspring

x

=

A B

C D

sire Dam

A basic tenet of population genetics is that gene frequencies do not 
change from the parental generation to the offspring.  This will occur regardless of the homozygosity or heterozygosity of the parents, or 
whether the mating is an outbreeding, linebreeding, or inbreeding.  This is the nature of genetic recombination.  

Continued on page 10

Continued from page 8
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There is a lack of gene diversity at the first (olive) gene pair, so that 
only one type of gene combination can be produced: homozygous 
olive.  As the sire is homozygous lime at the third gene pair, and the 
dam is homozygous blue, all offspring will be heterozygous at the 
third gene pair.  Depending on the dominant or recessive nature of 
the blue or lime genes, all offspring will appear the same for this 
trait due to a uniformity of heterozygosity.

If offspring D is used as a prolific breeder, and none of the other 
offspring are bred to a great extent, gene frequencies in the breed 
will change.  As dog D lacks the orange gene in the second pair 
and the purple gene in the fourth pair, the frequencies of these 
genes will diminish in the breed.  They will be replaced by higher 
frequencies of the red and pink genes.  This shifts the gene pool, 
and the breed’s genetic diversity.  Of course, dogs have more than 
four gene pairs, and the overuse of dog D to the exception of others 
can affect the gene frequency of thousands of genes.  Again, it is 
selection (for example of dog D to the exception of others), and not 
the types of matings he is involved in that alters gene frequencies.

Breeders should select the best individuals from all kennel lines, 
so as to not create new genetic bottlenecks.  There is a tendency 
for many breeders to breed to a male; who produced no epileptics 
in matings to several epileptic dams, to an OFA excellent stud, 
or to the top winning dog in the show ring.  Regardless of the 
popularity of the breed, if everyone is breeding to a single studdog, 
(the popular sire syndrome) the gene pool will drift in that dog’s 
direction and there will be a loss of genetic diversity.  Too much 
breeding to one dog will give the gene pool an extraordinary dose 
of his genes, and also whatever detrimental recessives he may 
carry, to be uncovered in later generations.  This can cause future 
breed related genetic disease through the founders effect.

Dogs who are poor examples of the breed should not be used 
simply to maintain diversity.  Related dogs with desirable qualities 
will maintain diversity, and improve the breed.  Breeders should 
concentrate on selecting toward a breed standard, based on the 
ideal temperament, performance, and conformation, and should 
select against the significant breed related health issues.  Using 
progeny and sib-based information to select against both polygenic 
disorders and those without a known mode of inheritance will allow 
greater control.  

Rare breeds with small gene pools have concerns about genetic 
diversity. What constitutes acceptable diversity versus too restricted 
diversity?  The problems with genetic diversity in purebred popula‑
tions concern the fixing of deleterious recessive genes, which when 
homozygous cause impaired health.  Lethal recessives place a 
drain on the gene pool either prenatally, or before reproductive 
age.  They can manifest themselves through smaller litter size, or 
neonatal death.  Other deleterious recessives cause disease, while 
not affecting reproduction.

Problems with a lack of genetic diversity arise at the gene locus level.  
There is no specific level or percentage of inbreeding that causes 
impaired health or vigor.  It has been shown that some inbred strains 
of animals thrive generation after generation, while others fail to 
thrive.  If there is no diversity (non-variable gene pairs for a breed) 
but the homozygote is not detrimental, there is no effect on breed 
health.  The characteristics that make a breed reproduce true to its 
standard are based on non-variable gene pairs.  A genetic health 
problem arises for a breed when a detrimental allele increases in 
frequency and homozygosity.

GENETIC CONSERVATION

The perceived problem of a limited gene pool has caused some 
breeds to advocate outbreeding of all dogs.  Studies in genetic 
conservation and rare breeds have shown that this practice actually 
contributes to the loss of genetic diversity.  By uniformly crossing 
all “lines” in a breed, you eliminate the differences between them, 
and therefore the diversity between individuals.  This practice in 
livestock breeding has significantly reduced diversity, and caused 
the loss of unique rare breeds.  The process of maintaining healthy 
“lines” or families of dogs, with many breeders crossing between 
lines and breeding back as they see fit maintains diversity in the 
gene pool.  It is the varied opinion of breeders as to what constitutes 
the ideal dog, and their selection of breeding stock that maintains 
breed diversity.  

The Doberman Pincher breed is large, and genetically diverse.  The 
breed has a problem with von Willibrand’s disease, an autosomal 
recessive bleeding disorder.  Based on genetic testing, the frequency 
of the defective gene is 52.5% (23% normal, 49% carriers and 28% 
affected).  Therefore, there is diminished genetic diversity in this 
breed at the von Willibrand’s locus.  Doberman Pincher breeders 
can identify carrier and affected dogs, and decrease the defective 
gene frequency through selection of normal-testing offspring for 
breeding.  By not just eliminating carriers, but replacing them with 
normal-testing offspring, genetic diversity will be conserved.

Dalmatians have a defective autosomal recessive purine metabolism 
gene that can cause urate bladder stones and crystals, and/or a skin 
disorder called Dalmatian Bronzing Syndrome.  It is believed that all 
Dalmatians are homozygous recessive for the defective gene.  At 
one time, the breed and the AKC approved a crossbreeding program 
to a few Pointers, to bring normal-purine metabolism genes into the 
gene pool.  The program was abandoned by the National club for 
several reasons including; concern about the impact of other Pointer 
genes foreign to the Dalmatian gene pool, and unacceptable spot‑
ting patterns in the crossbreds.  The crossbreeding program still 
exists, and greater than ten generations from pure pointer influence 
is producing properly spotted, normal-purine Dalmatians.   If the 
breed ever allows these dogs into the gene pool, they will have to 
be concerned about popular sire effects and limited diversity from 
using the normal-purine dogs too extensively.

The Akita has several breed-related autoimmune disorders that 
although infrequent, occur at frequencies greater than other breeds.  
These include uveodermatological syndrome, pemphigus, seba‑
ceous adenitis, juvenile arthritis, myasthenia gravis, and autoimmune 
thyroiditis.  Research has shown that there is a lack of diversity at a 
major histocompatability gene in the breed, with a single allele occur‑
ring at a very high frequency.  The major histocompatability complex 
is integral to a properly functioning immune system.  The relationship 
of this lack of diversity to autoimmunity is being studied.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Decisions to linebreed, inbreed or outbreed should be made based 
on the knowledge of an individual dog’s traits and those of its an‑
cestors.  Inbreeding will quickly identify the good and bad recessive 
genes the parents share in the offspring.  Unless you have prior 
knowledge of what the pups of milder linebreedings on the common 
ancestors were like, you may be exposing your puppies (and puppy 
buyers) to extraordinary risk of genetic defects.  In your matings, 
the inbreeding coefficient should only increase because you are 
specifically linebreeding (increasing the percentage of blood) to 
selected ancestors.

Continued on page 11
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Don’t set too many goals in each generation, or your selective pres‑
sure for each goal will necessarily become weaker.  Genetically 
complex or dominant traits should be addressed early in a long-range 
breeding plan, as they may take several generations to fix. Traits with 
major dominant genes become fixed more slowly, as the heterozy‑
gous (Aa) individuals in a breed will not be readily differentiated from 
the homozygous-dominant (AA) individuals.  Desirable recessive 
traits can be fixed in one generation because individuals that show 
such characteristics are homozygous for the recessive genes. Dogs 
that breed true for numerous matings and generations should be 
preferentially selected for breeding stock. This prepotency is due to 
homozygosity of dominant (AA) and recessive (aa) genes.

If you linebreed and are not happy with what you have produced, 
breeding to a less related line immediately creates an outbred line 
and brings in new traits.  repeated outbreeding to attempt to 
dilute detrimental recessive genes is not a desirable method of 
genetic disease control.  recessive genes cannot be diluted; 
they are either present or not.  Outbreeding carriers multiples and 
further spreads the defective gene(s) in the gene pool.  If a dog is a 
known carrier or has high carrier risk through pedigree analysis, it 
can be retired from breeding, and replaced with one or two quality 
offspring.  Those offspring should be bred, and replaced with quality 
offspring of their own, with the hope of losing the defective gene. 

Trying to develop your breeding program scientifically can be an 
arduous, but rewarding, endeavor. By taking the time to understand 
the types of breeding schemes available, you can concentrate on 
your goals towards producing a better dog.

About Dr. Jerold Bell

Dr. Bell is director of the Clinical Veterinary Genetics Course for the 
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine and national project 
administrator for numerous genetic disease control programs 
of pure-bred dogs.  He performs genetic counseling through 
Veterinary Genetic Counseling and practices small animal medicine 
in Connecticut.  He and his wife breed Gordon Setters.  This article 
can be reprinted with the permission of Dr. Bell (geneticvet@aol.
com).

Further Reading:

If you are interested in learning more about these subjects, consult 
the following books:

Abnormalities of Companion Animals: Analysis of Heritability.  C.W. 
Foley, J.F. Lasley, and G.D. Osweiler, Iowa State University Press, 
Ames, Iowa. 1979.

Genetics for Dog Breeders.  F.B. Hutt, W.H. Freeman Co, San 
Francisco, California. 1979.

Genetics for Dog Breeders.  R. Robinson, Pergamon Press, Oxford 
England. 1990.

Genetics of the Dog.  (equally applicable to cats & other animals)  
M.B. Willis, Howell Book House, New York, New York. 1989.

Veterinary Genetics.  F. W. Nicholas, Clarendon Press, Oxford 
England. 1987.

My Friend

Pamela Levy

 Mon Feb 4, 2008 6:42 pm (PST) 

Being involved with Australian terriers has brought me some 
of my best friends. 
 
Saturday night I lost one of my closest friends, Tom Stallings. 
Tom was a dear friend and mentor. Our friendship began al‑
most 7 years ago when I went to an AZ show with my wooly 
puppy, Emme. Not knowing how to groom and applying the 
standards 2-2 1/2 inches coat length...I got to AZ with a puppy 
looking like it was from Siberia. Tom came up and greeted me 
ringside by name, and thanked me for coming to the show. Not 
knowing about catalogues (seriously) I was shocked and he 
made me feel so welcomed. He offered to help me groom my 
puppy, as did Phil Benway and a solid and wonderful friend‑
ship was formed.Tom picked out “Tucker” for me as a puppy 
and we became partners in both “Tucker” and “Lida Rose”, 
who with his wife Judy won the Henderson award last year. 
 
“Lida Rose” and Judy, “Tucker” and I, were some of Tom’s 
proudest accomplishments in Aussies. That could not 
have been accomplished on my part without the early 
help of Gabriel and Ivonne Rangel and this past year, 
with the wonderful handling of Angela Smith-Humpert. 
To be able to gift back joy to a friend who has gifted their 
friendship to you is an amazing and wonderful feeling. 
 
The last month was especially hard on Tom and when he went 
into the hospital before the Palm Springs show, I think Judy 
and I feared he might not get out. I told him I was coming down 
to see him and bringing my two puppy girls and hoped he’d be 
feeling good enough to evaluate them. New Year’s Eve I put 
together a book of all “Tucker’s” win pictures to take to him. 
Darned if he didn’t get himself out of the hospital, (I think that 
same day) and was home, with Judy when I got there. It was 
the same old Tom that was telling me..”put this puppy up on 
the table...now let me see that puppy, put the other one back  
up here...let me see them move in the backyard”....
that I will forever remember and hold in my memory. His 
eyes twinkled as he looked at the book of “Tucker’s” 
accomplishments. He chose a dog that won Westmin‑
ster, The National Specialty, Hatboro and Eukanuba.  
 
On Monday of last week, he sort of slipped away. Hos‑
pice was helping Judy and we thought he would leave 
us at any second. I had told him Eukanuba would  
be aired, Feb 2, Saturday night 8pm EST. Tom passed 
away Feb 2nd at 10:20pm EST. Somehow I think he 
saw it from some special place. Tom was surrounded 
by his loving family. Lida, Hootie and Dusty with Judy 
were at his side. His wonderful son Tommy and wife 
and many friends had spent much time with him that  
week. His beloved Rowdy was being cared for by An‑

Continued on page 12
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gela. Judy and Tom had talked about what they would 
like in lieu of flowers and he wanted any donations to 
go to Australian Terrier Rescue. He wanted to make  
sure that all of our little Aussies were loved and sheltered. 
 
This is not a story about dog wins for they are really empty and 
meaningless. This is a story about friendhip and love and how 
they can give meaning to meaningless things.This is a story 
about how the breed of Australian terriers brings people together. 
 
Judy is home and adjusting to her new life. I’m certain any 
and all phone calls or notes would be so appreciated. If you 
need contact info please feel free to contact me directly. 
 
Sleep  well, Tom, dear  friend. I know  you are there with all 
your beloved dogs and will be there to greet any and all of 
ours one day when they pass overthe rainbow bridge. With 
love, sadness and already missing you, Pamela. 

Continued from page 11

It’s not as though you could actually assign a specific job to 
an Australian Terrier, at least not without very considerable 
negotiation, but Aussies do have jobs and they take them 
quite seriously.  Like most Australian Terriers, Asa and Mc‑
Coy are smart, energetic, and quick to identify the tasks that 
need to be performed in their household.  At first, they are 
the only two Aussies in their home and they divide the work 
up in a manner that seems to them to be fair and equitable.  
Asa declares herself to be nothing less than a duchess and 
second in command to their human.  It’s not as though there 
are many commands forthcoming from their human, but there 
are tasks to be attended to and Asa is excellent at delegating.  
She assigns the mundane tasks, like asking to go outside or 
seeing who is at the door, to McCoy.  In the meantime, Asa 
rests comfortably on the sofa.  Luckily, McCoy has no problem 
with this.  Asa is his sister and she lets him share her food.  
They snuggle up together and she cleans his face regularly.  
As far as McCoy is concerned, with this kind of an arrange‑
ment, Asa can continue to be the duchess.

For his part, McCoy likes to be sure that Asa and their human 
are safe from the dangers lurking outside.  When their human 
is on the telephone, McCoy believes that she cannot possibly 
be paying adequate attention to the world around her, so he 
picks up the slack.  McCoy positions himself in the dining room 
where he can see three windows and the kitchen door and 
can still keep track of his human.  Facing the door, he stands 
nimble and ready to bolt into action.  Each unexpected peep 
or creak could have been made by some depraved, wicked 
scoundrel skulking nearby, but McCoy is in position.  At the 
slightest noise, whether from a car or a passer-by, McCoy’s 
body tenses and he sounds the alarm.  There are interlopers!  

There is danger afoot!  He turns his head only slightly to see 
if he’s captured his human’s attention and he keeps the alarm 
sounding until she finally takes action.  His human doesn’t 
want McCoy’s efforts to go wasted, so she walks to the kitchen 
door and peers through the curtain.  There are no perils 
evident, and she turns and thanks McCoy for his dedication.  
McCoy goes to rest, pleased and proud to have prevented 
any possibility of calamity from befalling their home.  

One day, another human visits and brings Niles to join their 
family.  Niles is young, strong, handsome, and full of himself.  
Niles looks from Asa to McCoy.  Asa and McCoy stare back.  
Everyone seems to understand that the customary routine is 
about to change and that all roles are in danger of shifting.  
It also becomes immediately obvious that McCoy’s position 
is going to be challenged by this newcomer and that a new 
position of top dog will need to be established.  As the fe‑
male, Asa’s place in the household is not disputed; it may be 
ignored for the moment, but it is not disputed.  After all, this 
is a matter between boys.  

The fact that McCoy is neutered is not lost on Niles and, 
clearly seeing himself as the only real man between the two 
of them, Niles stands up tall with ears and tail high and alert, 
and squarely considers McCoy.  He emits a low, throaty growl, 
and with barely another second passing, he lunges at McCoy 
and both dogs go tumbling and tearing in a frenzied match that 
makes World Wide Wrestling look like a bad cartoon.  Quickly, 
the human who brought Niles into the house steps in, grabs 
Niles, flips him onto his back, and tells him in no uncertain 
terms who is in charge.  Niles stares at her and catches his 
breath.  After a few minutes he begins to accept the situation.  
Both he and McCoy calm down and mind their manners.

McCoy’s human is new to this kind of behavior and asks her 
friend about terrier disputes and the purpose of flipping a dog 
onto its back.  And it’s a good thing that she does because 
although Niles and McCoy now understand the authority of the 
visiting human, neither of them view McCoy’s human as being 
in consideration for the position of top dog.  The minute the 
visiting human leaves, Niles and McCoy dive at one another 
in a second bid for the sovereignty.  At first, McCoy’s human 
hesitates, but she takes a deep breath, dives both hands into 
the fray and grabs onto the scruff of two necks.  Niles and 
McCoy are still writhing around and snapping their jaws with 
fury as she separates them and it’s all she can do to keep 
them apart.  McCoy starts to cool off, but Niles remains fierce 
and intent upon winning.  The human pushes McCoy aside 
and flips Niles just as her friend did, making it absolutely clear 
to him exactly who will reign in this house.  She then turns 
her attentions to McCoy and sternly repeats her message.  
The issue is settled.  The job of leader is taken.  The human 
is in charge.  

Asa and the Terrier Boys settle into a routine.  Asa retains 
her role as duchess, McCoy continues to protect the house 
from unknown menaces.  Their easy arrangement excludes 
Niles and Niles has to work hard to become a member of 

The Terrier Boys
"Terrier Jobs"

Diane M. Suter

Continued on page 13
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the pack and to figure out what tasks he might undertake.  
He’s in unfamiliar territory and the going is slow.  If there’s 
a specific job for him, it eludes him.  It eludes him for a time 
until something about Asa begins to change.  She begins to 
change in unexpected ways and each day she becomes more 
alluring.  Niles cannot keep his mind on anything else.  He 
becomes extraordinarily attentive to Asa.  He cannot leave 
her alone.  For her part, Asa begins to flirt with Niles.  She 
dances coyly around him keeping his attentions completely 
engaged.  This courtship continues for days on end until every 
molecule in Niles’ body ripens to the point of bursting and 
every hormone erupts into a great cloud of desire and Niles 
and Asa finally mate.  Niles’ job is defined.  He is the Love 
Man.  He doesn’t merely walk around the house any longer, 
but swaggers proudly.  Asa is his.  McCoy can stay, but Niles 
is the man.  The house is his.  There’s a place for him here.  
Everyone has found their job and knows what’s expected of 
them and life is stable.  Everything is finally settled, at least 
for about nine weeks.  

Continued from page 12

I will never know the loneliness I hear in the barks of the 
other dogs ‘out there’. 

I can sleep soundly, assured that when I wake my world will 
not have changed. 

 I will never know hunger, or the fear of not knowing if I’ll 
eat. 

 I will not shiver in the cold, or grow weary from the heat. 
 I will feel the sun’s heat, and the rain’s coolness, 

and be allowed to smell all that can reach my nose. 
 My fur will shine, and never be dirty or matted. 

 Here in this house... 
There will be an effort to communicate with me on my level. 

 I will be talked to and, even if I don’t understand, 
I can enjoy the warmth of the words. 

 I will be given a name so that I may know who I am among 
many. 

 My name will be used in joy, and I will love the sound of it! 
 Here in this house...

 I will never be a substitute for anything I am not. 
 I will never be used to improve peoples’ images of them‑

selves. 
 I will be loved because I am who I am, not someone’s idea 

of who I should be. 
 I will never suffer for someone’s anger, impatience, or 

stupidity. 
 I will be taught all the things I need to know to be loved by 

all.
If I do not learn my lessons well, they will look to my 

teacher for blame. 
 Here in this house... 

 I can trust arms that hold, hands that touch...knowing that, 
no matter what they do, they do it for the good of me. 

 If I am ill, I will be doctored. If scared, I will be calmed. 
 If sad, I will be cheered. 

 No matter what I look like, I will be considered beautiful 
and thought to be of value. 

 I will never be cast out because I am too old, too ill, too 
unruly, or not cute enough. 

 My life is a responsibility, and not an afterthought. 
 I will learn that humans can almost, sometimes, be as 

kind and as fair as dogs. 
 

 Here in this house... 
 I will belong. 

 I will be home. 
(author unknown)

Here in this house......

Davey Crockett enjoying life after a second chance.

For rescue to continue, your donations are always 
welcomed.  Open up your heart and send a donation to 
rescue.  Carole Larsen, 3714 Brighton Pl, McHenry, IL 
60050.

From the Editor -- 
Darlene Evans

You will note that this issue is in full color.   To 
give you the color I had to change the format.

The decision as to whether to continue in the 
color format or revert back to black/white is your 
decision.  If you want to move to the color for‑
mat, the newsletter will no longer be stapled in 
the middle.  Please let me know what you think.

Darlene Evans, 42742 Lemonwood St, Fremont, 
CA 94538 or darlenevans@earthlink.net
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The ATCA 50 Anniversary 
Commemorative Book

It is NOT too late to order your book for $40.  
Only a very small amount will be ordered 
over orders placed.  To ensure that you will 
not be left out, order your book.  Deadline is 
March 15th. 

Send your order to 
Sue Bachman

6829 Pleasants Valley Rd
Vacaville, CA  95688-9715The 2008 National  

April 9 - Education Day w/Seminar
April 10 - Terrier Show
April 11 -- 50th Anniversary National Specialty
April 12 -- All Breed Show
April 13 -- All Breed Show

Do not forget to make your reservations, donations 
and entries for the 2008 National.

Order your docorated garments.

CH BENAYR NESSUM DORMA
Best of Breed

Owner;  Pamela Levy

CH RYBA’S COCO CHANEL
Best of Opposite, Best Bred By 
Bred By Group -2nd placement

Onwers: Sue Bachman and Teresa Schreeder
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The Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. newsletter the "Talkabout" is a publication authorized to carry official notices, reports and com‑
mentary issued under the auspices of the ATCA, Inc., otherwise, no responsibility is assumed for the content and/or statements contained 
herein.   The editor reserves the right of discretionary editing.  Unofficial material published in this newsletter does not thereby carry the 
endorsement or approval or become the responsiblity of the editor or the club.

BREED POINTS
1 CH BENAYR I BELIEVE IN 

LOVE ALFIE
481

2 CH BENAYR NESSUM DOR-
MA

162

3 CH RYBA’S CALL ME IRRE-
SPONSIBLE

161

4 CH RYBA’S COCO CHANEL 141
5 CH CRESTWOODS GLAM-

OUR GIRL
123

6 CH AKIBA’S SIXTY MINUTE 
MAN

117

7 CH GOOD DAYS TONY DAN-
ONO

89

8 CH BENAYR WILD EYED 
PHILOSOPHER

73

9 CH TEMORA BULLY FOR 
YOU

71

10 CH DREAMTIME’S DARK 
VICTORY

60

ALL BREED POINTS
1 CH BENAYR I BELIEVE IN 

LOVE ALFIE
2129

2 CH BENAYR WILD EYED 
PHILOSOPHER

1918

3 CH CRESTWOODS GLAM-
OUR GIRL

1566

4 CH GOOD DAYS TONY DAN-
ONO

1439

5 CH BENAYR NESSUM DOR-
MA

1425

6 CH RYBA’S CALL ME IRRE-
SPONSIBLE

1060

7 CH TEMORA BULLY FOR 
YOU

901

8 CH TEMORA’S BULLS EYE 433
9 CH RYBA’S COCO CHANEL 336
10 CH DREAMTIME FRON-

TIERSMAN
326

TOP DOGS BREED POINTS
1 CH BENAYR I BELIEVE IN 

LOVE ALFIE
481

2 CH BENAYR NESSUM DOR-
MA

162

3 CH RYBA’S CALL ME IRRE-
SPONSIBLE

161

4 CH AKIBA’S SIXTY MINUTE 
MAN

117

5 CH GOOD DAYS TONY DAN-
ONO

89

6 CH BENAYR WILD EYED 
PHILOSOPHER

73

7 CH TEMORA BULLY FOR 
YOU

71

8 CH DREAMTIME’S DARK 
VICTORY

60

9 CH REGENCY LORD AND 
EMPEROR

52

10 CH BENAYR WILD AGAIN 47

TOP BITCHES BREED POINTS
1 CH RYBA’S COCO CHANEL 141
2 CH CRESTWOODS GLAM-

OUR GIRL
123

3 CH AKIBA’S DANGEROUS 
LIAISON

25

4 CH REDWING IT’S ALL 
ABOUT ME

20

5 REGENCY LADY EROICA 19
6 CAMBRIDGE GERRY LEE’S 

SIZZLE
13

ZANTOKA’S CHRISTMAS 
ANGEL

10

8 TEKOAH’S SHE WAS THE 
FIRST

10

9 CH TOSTA RUBY DOUBLE 
DUTCHTREAT

10

10 PINTERRI SHE’S ALL THAT 9

2007 SHOW STATS


